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San Francisco Chronicle 

Will Giants exercise option on Matt Moore for 2018? 

Henry Schulman 

 

For all the thousands of words written and spoken about Johnny Cueto’s future with the Giants, 

little has been said about one of his rotation mates, Matt Moore, whose fate is up in the air as 

well. 

The difference is, the opt-out in Cueto’s contract puts his future in his hands. The Giants will 

make the call on Moore. 

This organization has long lived by the credo that it cannot have too much pitching, so chances 

are the Giants will exercise Moore’s $9 million contract option for 2018, which then gives them 

a $10 million option for 2019. 

That is dirt cheap in today’s baseball economy for a pitcher good enough to miss a no-hitter by 

one out and pitch eight innings of two-run ball in a playoff game weeks later, as Moore did for 

the Giants in 2016. 

However, that Moore was missing in 2017 until a three-start stretch against the Nationals, 

Phillies and Brewers in August that yielded a 2.21 ERA. He got hammered for five runs in San 

Diego in the start after that. 
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When the Giants last week moved Moore to the bullpen temporarily, no doubt to keep him off 

the mound at Coors Field, the side of the brain that wonders if the Giants will decline his option 

had to perk up. 

Moore returns to the rotation for Friday night’s series opener against the White Sox in Chicago, 

and he wants to stay there in 2018 rather than seek a change-of-scenery bump elsewhere. 

“Yeah, absolutely,” Moore said in Denver this week. “This is by far on paper the best group of 

professionals, where they’ve been. It’s a very impressive list of guys to be part of. Guys have 

had serious playoff runs. Some are six, seven, eight years into their careers. 

“It’s been great, the time I’ve been here, minus the winning percentage. I’ve really enjoyed the 

city and staff we work with every day, the ballpark and the division.” 

Notwithstanding Moore’s 4-13 record and 5.42 ERA, there are plenty of arguments for keeping 

him, hoping for a 2018 turnaround. 

He is only 28 and still relatively fresh in innings (7641/3) because of Tommy John surgery in 

2014. He has the stuff to be competitive and the Giants are not exactly awash in rotation depth. 

Rookie Chris Stratton is making a strong push for 2018. Tyler Beede, Andrew Suarez and Joan 

Gregorio could be close. But all are unknown commodities. 

Even Ty Blach, who seemed to cement a place in the rotation by being the Giants’ most 

consistent starter for the first four months, has lost five straight starts with a 7.90 ERA. 

Finally, trading Moore this offseason, or simply declining his option and making him a free 

agent, would be a hard pill to swallow after the Giants dealt third baseman Matt Duffy, a fan 

favorite, and $6 million prospect Lucius Fox to get him from Tampa Bay. 

The Giants justified their decision to deal Fox so soon after enriching him because of how cheap 

Moore would be over the 2017-19 seasons. Those amortization numbers do not pencil out if 

Moore is gone after one full year. 
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Moore considered it a good sign that the Giants did not trade him midseason, although that 

could have been a reflection of his market during a very bad year. 

He understands that what few starts he has left over the final few weeks could play into the 

Giants’ decision, but the front office has given him no assurances. In fact, the Giants have not 

broached the topic. Nor has he asked. 

“There’s been nothing from either side,” Moore said. 

In this case, no news is probably good news for the Giants’ fourth starter. 

Henry Schulman is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. 

Email: hschulman@sfchronicle.com Twitter: hankschulman 

Career stats 

Year Team Rec ERA 

2011 TB 1-0 2.89 

2012 TB 11-11 3.81 

2013 TB 17-4 3.29 

2014 TB 0-2 2.70 

2015 TB 3-4 5.43 

2016 TB/SF 13-12 4.08 

2017 SF 4-13 5.42 
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Year Team Rec ERA 

Totals 49-46 4.22 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Put some common sense into baseball’s roster expansion 

Bruce Jenkins 

 

Down the stretch in baseball: 

•We’re hearing the usual outrage about the September expansion to 40-man rosters, and as 

usual, the complaints are off-base. For the first time all season, teams have a reasonably deep 

bench instead of running out of players in convoluted games. It’s a chance for downtrodden 

teams (including the Giants and A’s, sorry to say) to get a look at prospects their fans have been 

hearing about. Contending teams just might find a player or two who gets a September shot 

and winds up on a postseason roster. 

What does need to change: Equalize roster sizes so you don’t have a 38-man team playing a 29-

man team, allowing for adjustments from series to series. Expand the regular-season rosters to 

28 players to eliminate those serious depth issues. And whether it’s the balance of the season 

or September, limit pitching staffs to 13. That’s excessive, on the real side, but it’s the state of 

affairs in today’s game. We’re seeing far too many pitching changes in games that drag on 

forever. 

•How about a Red Sox-Yankees playoff series? It’s conceivable. And it would be a treat. 

First came Yankees pitcher CC Sabathia and his outrage over the Red Sox, particularly ex-Giants 

infielder Eduardo Nuñez, trying to reach base via bunt. Nuñez could only laugh, promising he’d 

do it again, because the overweight Sabathia isn’t terribly mobile and “that’s baseball,” Nuñez 

said. “That’s my job.” No disgrace in trying to reach base any way you can. 
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Now there’s a budding scandal with the Red Sox found guilty of stealing signs, electronically, 

after the Yankees triggered an investigation. Quick word on that: Limit Boston’s punishment to 

a heavy fine, with a warning: Future violations will result in forfeited games. Sign-stealing has 

been part of the game since the 19th century, but electronics can’t be part of it. Next thing you 

know, everyone’s wearing earphones with teams trying to hack into each other’s 

communications. 

•Slumps are commonplace, and the Dodgers figure to bounce back nicely. One big concern: 

Corey Seager’s ongoing elbow issues. They can’t win it all without their All-Star shortstop able 

to hit and throw without pain. 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

It all clicked: Matt Cain, Dave Righetti reminisce on their unique relationship 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

CHICAGO – Matt Cain and Dave Righetti are approaching the logical end of their dozen-year 

professional relationship — an extraordinary stretch of continuity between a right-hander and 

his major league pitching coach. 

It only makes sense: their fondest memories of one another involve throwing things. 

Righetti won’t forget the time that he noticed Cain, as a 20-year-old “bull in a china closet,” 

beginning his long toss routine to get ready for a start. Most pitchers throw parallel to the 

warning track. Cain was perpendicular. Righetti knew that wasn’t how it was supposed to be 

done, but hmmpfh, OK. Part of coaching is letting players learn their own lessons. So Righetti 

didn’t say anything. In retrospect, he wishes he would have. How could he have known that 

Cain would air a throw into the bleachers and hit a fan in the head? 

Cain won’t forget the time that Righetti, fuming over an umpire’s inconsistent strike zone as 

well as a rookie left-hander who wasn’t handling it too well, flapped his arms in frustration and 

accidentally flung his pitch counter over the dugout rail and onto the field. 

“Almost to the third base line,” said Cain, his voice full of mirth. “And then the best part, he had 

to go out and get it.” 

Now, all these years later, Righetti is in his 17th season as the Giants’ pitching coach and Cain is 

coming down to those last few clicks. The Giants hold a $21 million option that they have no 
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plan to exercise. Assuming this is Cain’s final month as a Giant, he would end a tenure here in 

which only Juan Marichal has started more games, only Marichal and Gaylord Perry have 

thrown more innings and only Marichal and Tim Lincecum have struck out more batters in the 

franchise’s 60-year history in San Francisco. 

It’s a tenure that is as decorated as it is durable. It includes three World Series rings, a lower 

postseason ERA than Madison Bumgarner’s (really!), and in 2012, starting assignments in all 

three playoff series clinchers. And, of course, the only perfect game in the Giants’ 135 years of 

existence. 

Righetti, 58, has been there for all of it – every humbling moment and heady triumph, pushing 

him at times, counseling him at others, scolding when needed, and often yielding space to fail 

with the understanding that personal growth stands a better chance in the black soil of 

personal failure. 

What a rarity in this transient sport: for every start that Cain has made, Righetti has been in the 

dugout keeping a close eye and counting his pitches. For every side session, Righetti stood 

watching alongside, a half-folded towel over one shoulder, sunglasses perched on his nose, and 

a sanitary sock loaded up with extra, mud-rubbed baseballs at the ready. For every clubhouse 

champagne celebration, after Righetti slipped away for his quiet cry and Cain blinked the 

domestic brut sting out of his eyes, there was that moment when they would find one another, 

and no words were needed. 

There is plenty to be said, though, as you’ll see. Both men recently sat down to share their 

thoughts on one of the most unique working relationships in franchise history: 

RIGHETTI: I want to say it was his first big league camp, two things happened that I won’t 

forget. We played B games back then and he pitched one against Oakland. I remember Felipe 

(Alou) being there, and me, the whole staff, we drove over early to watch. There was an 

incident in the game. Someone was hitting him pretty good, might have hit a homer off him. 

Next time up, he nailed the guy in the head. He didn’t mean to do that, but he definitely had a 

streak in him. 

CAIN: I was thinking I had to have that mentality. A guy took me deep, so I have to make sure 

the other guys know I’m not afraid to throw inside. And being 18 years old, I’m out of control, 

and to hit a guy, that’s awful. Right then, I felt awful. That’s not how the game is supposed to 

be played and I knew it. But Rags knew my intention, going inside, and that I wasn’t trying to 

hurt anybody. Him seeing that was good. It ended up being a good learning experience. It was 

really the first time we started to understand what each other was about. 

RIGHETTI: He’s such a young guy, but he was in big league camp because he’s so hyped up. I 
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just remember him coming up to me and he said, `Hey, so, can you let me know when I’m going 

to start so I can call my parents and they can come in to watch?’ (laughing) I said, `OK, I’ll take 

care of that for you.’ He said it not in any kind of … he wasn’t trying to be cocky or anything like 

that. It was just, `OK, sure thing, kid. I’ll take care of that.’ 

CAIN: Yeah, I definitely do (remember that). My mom and dad were coming in, and I was young 

and oblivious enough to ask him. Looking back on it now, you’re like, wow. Those are the things 

that come out of your mouth at a young age. But he knew it was so innocent. There was no 

intent behind it. And he didn’t tell any of the older guys because he knew they wouldn’t let me 

hear the end of it. But yeah, I remember it. Probably because he still brings it up from time to 

time. 

RIGHETTI: I had to tell him, `Matty, I know you’re anxious.’ He wasn’t the only one. A lot of 

people were watching him because we’d lost Russ (Ortiz), we’d lost Livo (Livan Hernandez), 

(Kirk) Rueter was another year older and Schmitty (Jason Schmidt) was the guy. Barry (Bonds) 

was still here and we were in that weird place where we were trying to compete and we knew 

it wasn’t quite right. And here comes Matty, and he’s got this live fastball, and it’s, `Whoa, 

that’s nice to see,’ this wild stallion, so to speak. He’d already hurt his arm in A-ball, fractured 

his elbow. So he was walking around already with a little crook in his arm. You’re thinking, `Oh 

my goodness, is this going to happen for him? Can they move him up the ladder fast so they can 

take the most advantage of his stuff?’ But he moved up every level and you didn’t feel he was 

rushed. He was grinding, but he handled it. 

CAIN: I mean, I was raw. I was the kid who thought you could wing it up there. It’s `Let’s make 

every pitch as hard as possible. Let’s try to embarrass guys. Let’s not worry about the pitch 

count.’ I had no idea about the art of pitching. I still maybe don’t have an idea. (laughing) 

RIGHETTI: I’ll never forget him getting warmed up that one time. It was the first really good one 

he had against the Cubs (a two-hit complete game victory in his third major league start in 

2005), and when you’re long tossing, the worst thing you can do is throw towards the people. 

The first time he did it, I was, `OK, leave him alone.’ And he winged it right in the stands and he 

nailed this guy. Matty, after he got done, he wanted to throw the guy a ball and apologize and 

the guy didn’t want anything to do with him. That was the last time he ever did that. Then he 

went out and pitched a hell of a game. 

CAIN: Yeah, there’s a good chance that’s true. I’ve been known to let a couple errant ones go. I 

remember in A-ball missing the catcher by 10 feet while warming up. 

RIGHETTI: The fastball? You saw carry. Life. Those thick legs. He looked like one of those Texas 

guys, Roger Clemens, Greg Swindell, Josh Beckett kind of guy. You can just tell. He had it. Baby 
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faced but confident. Little bit of a bull in the china closet, but in a good way. A guy like 

(Jonathan) Sanchez had that life but he could only go up with it. He operated on one plane 

because of how he threw. Matty could go downhill and uphill with it. Brian Wilson could do 

that. Schmitty. He was an uncomfortable at-bat, especially for a righty, because he had an 

awkward way of throwing. He’d almost look up as he was about to throw. A lot of guys are 

those dart throwers and a hitter can almost follow their eyes and see where they’re going. 

Matty, it was tough to follow his eyes. He seemed to be always on the edge and then he’d 

paint. He could be wild pitch to pitch, but he never approached 100 walks or anything like that. 

CAIN: There was the time (Matt) Holliday hit that monster homer off me in Colorado and he’s 

yelling at me around the bases – I’d hit him earlier in the game, and I might have told him to go 

to first – and I was upset as hell. I probably had three months in the big leagues. I remember 

Rags was upset too, and he’s coming onto the field while Holliday is still out there (running the 

bases). It was like Rags was going to take out Holliday for me. That’s how protective he is of his 

guys. I think he was ready for anything, if it came to that. 

RIGHETTI: There’s that bull in a china closet. 

CAIN: That’s when I figured out I’m not supposed to hang curveballs to Matt Holliday. I mean, it 

one-hopped into Helton’s burger joint. It was a tank job, a monster homer. I just showed that to 

(Kyle) Crick the other day. It was, `Hey, you think you’ve given up a deep one? Watch this.’ 

RIGHETTI: There’s only been three or four guys like Matty, where the organization knows how 

important this guy is. Do we leave him alone? Do we fix what we know darn well is going to go 

wrong? In Matty’s case, we started talking about it early. He knew it wasn’t going to always be 

easy. He had this thing where he’d slap down hard with his leg instead of getting out there nice 

and smooth. He looked like he was going to be a closer and we didn’t want that. We wanted a 

starter. There was a time when we couldn’t finish these games, there was talk about putting 

one of them, Matty or Timmy, in there. I thought, `Oh man, that’s the last thing we need.’ You 

knew Matty could figure it out. 

CAIN: My initial impression was that Rags wasn’t the coach who saw you throw three pitches 

and said, `OK, we need to do this and this and this.’ I knew he was going to let me learn and 

grow and find a way to pitch. He wasn’t going to step in and say that I had to throw a certain 

way. He let me venture on my own and fail on my own as well to understand that this is part of 

the growing process. 

RIGHETTI: His fastball had that natural, baby cut to it, so away to a righty, the darn thing would 

be off the end of the guy’s bat. So he’d get a lot of those fly-ball outs there. He’s not a guy who 

ever got a lot of extension. He does everything really short for a big, tall guy. He doesn’t have a 
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huge stride. Really, he did a lot of it out of pure body and arm strength, and he still has great 

arm strength. As you get older, it doesn’t always translate to the mound because you’ve got the 

slope and everything. But playing catch with him, I’ll bet any of those guys will tell you it still 

feels like it’s coming out heavy. 

CAIN: You learn that you’ve got to be craftier in different counts. Bengie (Molina) helped me a 

ton with that. He put me in uncomfortable situations all the time, throwing to different sides of 

the plate, and he trusted that I would be able to keep up with him. I noticed a huge turning 

point in my pitchability when I was able to throw to him, and that carried over to Buster (Posey) 

and the other guys. 

RIGHETTI: Matty had a good curveball, of course, but the changeup really helped him and when 

he started commanding his fastball better to both sides of the plate, he got really tough. 

CAIN: I mean, Rags has seen me since I was 18 years old. He’s kind of raised me in the baseball 

sense. He’s seen me grow up and mature in lots of different ways. His kids (triplets Nicolette, 

Natalee and Wesley) were teenagers, not much younger than me, when I got there. So he 

usually knew exactly what I was thinking, or what I’d try to get away with. That’s what ends up 

making good coaches and that’s part of what has made Rags relatable to so many guys. He’s 

been through it, and he’s not so far removed from it. 

RIGHETTI: In terms of us getting along, if I had to get on him about something, I did it. I think he 

understood that. He’d say, `Aw you’re always so mean.’ 

CAIN: In 2008, he and Boch (manager Bruce Bochy) got on me a little, thought I could do a 

better job with conditioning. I took pride in it before, but I really took pride in it after. I 

understood the benefits of it, and got to where the seventh or eighth innings didn’t faze me. I 

knew my legs would be under me and I wouldn’t be gasping for air. If I had to let it all out, I 

could do it and do it comfortably. 

RIGHETTI: This guy had a stress fracture in his ankle for I don’t know how long. He’d always get 

hit with balls, even in the spring. And of course he refused to pitch (live batting practice) with 

the screen. I hated it. I said, `Matty, put the dang thing up.’ He said he couldn’t throw the ball 

like that, and it’s, `Like hell you can. You’re the last guy who should be pitching without it.’ 

CAIN: One of my favorite moments was when Alex Hinshaw got tossed out of a game from 

arguing balls and strikes. He was really, really green, he was arguing when he shouldn’t be 

arguing, and Rags was fired up and threw his clicker, his pitch counter, onto the field. He didn’t 

intend to do it. But, I mean, it was almost to the third base line. And then the best part, he had 

to go out and get it. We’re like, `What is he doing? The umpire was confused as heck, too. 
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RIGHETTI: You’ll remember, those were the years when we were trying to get him past being 

that hard-luck guy. Not bad luck, but hard luck, because the other guy is pitching his ass off to 

beat you. You don’t want the reputation of being a hard-luck guy. I remember (Greg) Maddux 

stole a base on him that cost him a run. Might have been a one-run loss. Little things like that. 

Anybody with stuff always thinks that he’ll get anybody out, and you should think that way. But 

every now and then, you’ve got to look on deck and see a guy you can handle better or the 

pitcher. Those are the things that can make a difference. By ’09, you saw him getting past that. 

And for three or four years, there, he obviously wasn’t a hard luck guy anymore. He won some 

of the biggest games in Giants history. 

CAIN: I’m kind of lucky, the perfect game (against Houston in 2012), I didn’t know I was doing it 

at the time. I was so full of the moment I was just going with it. I didn’t let my brain get in the 

way. I just kind of let everything happen, and luckily it did. 

RIGHETTI: The last couple years (following two arm surgeries) were frustrating only because 

you want the guy to do well because you know how hard he’s working at it. This spring was the 

first time he came to grips with, `This is my stuff and I have to look for some movement here.’ 

He took something off his curveball, which wasn’t easy, because everything he always did was 

power, power, power. I’m really proud to watch what he’s done this year. It hasn’t translated to 

a lot of numbers or wins (3-11, 5.66 ERA), but I’m telling you, he’s a better pitcher, no doubt. 

CAIN: Realistically, it’s his reputation on the line if a guy is struggling. But it’s never, `I’m going 

to throw you to the wayside and replace you.’ It’s, `Let’s try to figure this thing out.’ He’s had to 

do that throughout his career. He’s done it with myself, with Timmy, Barry Zito, he did it with 

Santiago Casilla, all these guys. He’s not going to write you off because you’re not performing 

for him or making him look bad. He takes it to heart. He looks at us like we’re all extra sons that 

he’s had. And we’ve won some big games because of it. 

RIGHETTI: We’re talking about him like he’s done pitching. He’s not done pitching. Not if he 

doesn’t want to be. I’m happy for him because he can dream of, `All right, can I do this again?” 

He’s got something to think about. He can make a different decision other than, `OK, I’m going 

home now.’ 

CAIN: I’m not exactly sure. I’m not. You have your moments when you think, `Yeah, I can keep 

going for longer,’ and other moments like the game in Arizona (on Aug. 27, when he gave up 

eight runs in a relief inning), when you go, `Man I’m not sure really how that happened.’ There’s 

a lot of other factors that come into it, too. It’s not just physical and mental. It’s the lifestyle 

and not being around my family or not being a dad or husband as much as I’d like to be. There’s 

a lot of factors. I can’t say for certain what’s going to happen. But sure, going into this season, I 

knew it was the last year of the contract and next year’s option would be crazy on the business 
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side for them to pick up unless something extreme happens. 

RIGHETTI: We’d all like to see him finish over .500 and that (at 104-118) might be tough to do. 

But we never saw him as a .500 pitcher. It just turned out that way. Any time we put him out 

there, we felt we had a shot to win. 

CAIN: I realized this year that there’s a lot more to the game than being the front guy in the 

rotation or the special person they look to. I don’t think I knew it at the beginning of spring, but 

I started to try to at least be able to enjoy going to the field knowing, `Hey you know what? This 

could be my last season in uniform with the Giants, and if it is, let’s not come to the field upset 

about it. Let’s find a way to contribute back to the guys in the clubhouse.’ Be more of a leader 

vocally if I could. I have always been a guy who does my job and doesn’t say as much on 

leadership part of it. I guess I’ve taken everything this season more as an opportunity, as a good 

thing, not as a negative. 

RIGHETTI: You look up at where he ranks, the longevity, and that’s pretty cool. That’s the 

mindset we all used to have: make our starts, have our years, be there for the team. Be 

somebody you can count on. To do that for that many years in the same organization, boy, he’s 

got to feel great about that. And he’s got the perfect game in the back pocket, and the 

championships. 

CAIN: It hasn’t been the year any of us wanted. But you know, I think Rags has probably handed 

it better now than he would have in my first couple years. I think he’s maybe seen a lot more 

and understands what guys are going through. He’s been able to pull guys aside and chat with 

them and try to pick their brains about what they were thinking. If he’s changed at all, it hasn’t 

been in a bad way. It’s just neat he and I and Gardy (bullpen coach Mark Gardner) have been 

together all this time. 

RIGHETTI: It’s pretty cool just to watch his maturity and what he’s done with the team, his 

organization, his family, charity things, and the person he turned out to be. I’m sure his parents 

are very proud. I know we are. 
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MLB.com 

Will Giants make Crick a starter? 

Chris Haft 

 

Is Kyle Crick being considered for starting if he proves out as a reliever, short or long? 

-- Bill V., Indianapolis 

Right now, no. That could change if injuries or ineffectiveness gutted the Giants' contingent of 

starters. Since the early 1990s, when Curt Schilling moved from the Astros to the Phillies, 

switched from relieving to starting and thus ascended from journeyman to potential Hall of 

Famer, teams have been careful about discarding a talented-looking pitcher until they've 

exhausted every possibility of channeling his gifts in the proper direction. In Crick's case, he has 

embraced the relief role after years of starting. Moreover, though the Giants' rotation has room 

for upgrading, they have more pressing needs than bolstering the starting five. Converting Crick 

a second time would be an intriguing idea if the Giants desperately needed a starter and he 

gained a little more consistency. That combination has not yet materialized. 

Despite the Major Leagues' emphasis on hitting, the key to the Giants' World Series wins was 

pitching -- great starters and possibly a better relief corps. But our recent crop on the farm 

has been disappointing -- Derek Law, Josh Osich,Steven Okert, Tyler Beede, etc. Is there 

anyone that may be a steady, stable piece for the team? 

-- John T., Dallas 

I'm going to name a guy who has pitched for the Giants for more than a year. I just sense that if 

everything clicks for him, he can provide stability and competence in the back end of the 

rotation or as a long man out of the bullpen. That's right: Albert Suarez, a 27-year-old right-

hander. I'll mention someone else with the same last name who's not related but apparently 

has a bright future: Andrew Suarez, a left-hander and the club's No. 11 prospect per 

MLBPipeline.com. A second-round selection in the 2015 MLB Draft, the 24-year-old Suarez 

gained valuable experience at Triple-A Sacramento this year. As is the case with many young 

pitchers, his most significant shortcoming is lack of consistency. Manager Bruce Bochy loves 

Suarez's ability. His endorsement is good enough for me. 

Looking ahead to the 2018 season, do you expect the Giants to be active in the free-agent 

market? If so, who are likely targets? 

-- Gerald L., Columbus, Ind. 

One name already whispered under the Giants' collective breath is Lorenzo Cain of the Kansas 

City Royals. By occupying center field, he would deepen the Giants' outfield depth chart simply 

by forcing Denard Span to move to left field and causing a chain reaction through which certain 
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players who don't deserve to start no longer will be considered as everyday candidates. 

However, Cain lacks a power bat. The Giants seem to be hoping that power-hitting prospect 

Chris Shaw, who will spend most of his offseason working out in left field, can gain enough 

competence and realize enough of his hitting potential to establish himself as an instant 

presence. 

Obviously, this is very premature, but do you think Tim Lincecum has any shot at the Hall of 

Fame? I believe only one other pitcher has won multiple Cy Young Awards, multiple World 

Series championships, multiple strikeout-leading titles and multiple All-Star Game selections: 

Sandy Koufax. And unless I'm mistaken again, he's in the Hall of Fame. 

-- Mike P., Las Vegas 

Covering Tim Lincecum throughout his Major League career was a privilege, not an assignment. 

I would have gladly reversed the usual charges and paid MLB.com to write stories about him 

when he pitched. He rekindled whatever little-boy love I have left for the game. If you don't 

believe me, check the archives. I wrote on more than one occasion that he was the best show in 

baseball and, before the Giants began winning World Series, that he made them the best team 

in the Major Leagues when he pitched. 

That said, Lincecum has no chance of gaining induction to the Hall. On a very practical level, he 

did not accumulate 10 years of Major League service time. Without that, he won't qualify for 

even the Hall of Fame ballot, never mind the Hall itself. And that leads to why Lincecum will get 

shut out of Cooperstown. He wasn't good enough for long enough. However, if the Giants ever 

decide to assemble a franchise Hall of Fame, as a few organizations have done, Lincecum's a 

first-ballot selection. Sin duda. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Widespread Panik: Joe sets Giants’ hit record 

Chris Haft 

 

DENVER -- Joe Panik knows what it's like to be compared to Hall of Famers. 

On Wednesday, he learned what it's like to surpass them. 

Full Game Coverage 

Panik established a franchise record with 12 hits in the Giants' three-game series against the 

Rockies, which concluded with a 5-for-6 performance by the second baseman in San Francisco's 
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11-3 victory at Coors Field. 

Panik stroked a ninth-inning single to eclipse Hall of Famers Bill Terry (1929) and Freddie 

Lindstrom (1928) and unheralded infielder Mike Benjamin (1995), who each collected 11 hits in 

a three-game set. 

"Anytime you can put yourself in Giants history -- the amount of Hall of Famers and special 

baseball players that played over the years -- to be mentioned with them and have a record is 

definitely incredible," Panik said. 

The last Major League player with 12 or more hits in a three-game series was the Red Sox's 

Jerry Remy, who went 12-for-19 against the Mariners from Sept. 3-5, 1981. 

Before being linked to Terry and Lindstrom, Panik had experience with being linked to an all-

time great. With his diving stop of Eric Hosmer's ground ball and his subsequent scoop 

to Brandon Crawford to start a third-inning double play in Game 7 of the 2014 World Series at 

Kansas City, Panik was likened to legendary Giants center fielder Willie Mays, whose catch of 

Vic Wertz's drive set the tone in the 1954 Fall Classic. 

This time, Panik moved his manager, Bruce Bochy, to do something he almost never does. 

Bochy cited Tony Gwynn, the Hall of Famer and eight-time National League batting champion, 

in describing the form Panik maintained in his 12-for-15 binge against the Rockies that included 

three doubles, a home run and five RBIs. 

"It's a simple swing, a short swing," Bochy said. "I compare it a little bit [to] Tony Gwynn, the 

greatest base-hit guy I've ever seen. This series that [Panik] had, that's what he reminded me 

of. Everything he hit, he hit on the barrel and found holes. And when he didn't, he hit it out or 

hit a gapper. It was quite a display of hitting. But it did remind me of Tony." 

Panik, whose five hits matched a career high previously reached Sept. 9, 2014, against Arizona, 

echoed the description of "being in the zone" that's common to successful athletes as he 

conveyed his feeling in the batter's box. 

"Everything's slow and it's allowing me to see the ball really well," Panik said. "I feel like I'm in 

control of the at-bat." 
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Panik certainly remained in control of the bat, period. He began choking up on his bat to gain 

more control of it after the Giants' previous series against St. Louis, when he went 2-for-15. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Challenging season not keeping Bochy down 

Tracy Ringolsby 

 

The Giants are in unfamiliar territory, and it's not any fun. 

It's the first week of September, but the Giants can't see the postseason from where they are. 

San Francisco's elimination number for a National League Wild Card spot was two heading into 

Thursday, but there are only so many miracles like Howard University, a 45-point underdog that 

shocked the college football world by beating UNLV, 43-40, last weekend. 

A franchise that's won three World Series championships in the past seven seasons, the Giants 

find themselves with a 55-87 record (.387), their worst winning percentage since 1985 (.383) 

and their third worst since 1902. Only Philadelphia has a worse winning percentage (.381) than 

San Francisco this season. 

"I don't think anybody saw this coming," said manager Bruce Bochy. "Really, there is no logic to 

it. … You depend on your guys having their normal years, maybe get a surprise or two. We 

haven't had that, to be honest." 

The Giants have had some key injuries, however. 

"A lot of clubs have injuries," said Bochy, avoiding looking for excuses for a team that came into 

the season with a .531 winning percentage in this century. 

San Francisco has advanced to the postseason six times since 2002, including going to four 

World Series, losing to Anaheim in seven games in '02 and winning it all in '10, '12 and '14. 

The Giants did, however, have injuries that have impacted key players, including their 1-2 

punch in the rotation, Madison Bumgarner and Johnny Cueto, and closer Mark Melancon, 

whom they signed in the offseason to a four-year, $62 million contract. 
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"We have had some big ones," Bochy said, "with our top two guys in the rotation, our closer 

and a few concussions. It's been one of those seasons. What could go wrong has gone wrong. 

We have to learn from this, use it as a teachable moment for every one of us. It's been 

challenging." 

Challenging? 

"This is almost like climbing out of the Grand Canyon," said Bochy. "That's how deep a valley we 

have been in all year. We keep think we're coming out of it, and we slip back." 

Bumgarner suffered a left shoulder injury in a dirt-bike accident during an off-day in Colorado 

on April 20, and he went three months between starts. The left-hander, who won 80 games in 

the past five seasons, will be facing the White Sox in his 15th start on Sunday. He hadn't made 

fewer than 31 in any of the past six seasons. 

Cueto, who made 98 starts and won 49 games the past three seasons, is 7-7 over 21 starts in a 

season that has been marred by blister problems and tightness in his right forearm. 

Melancon, who has saved 147 games with a 1.80 ERA over the past four seasons, has converted 

11 out of 16 saves this year, with a 4.50 ERA. The 32-year-old will now have offseason surgery 

to alleviate tightness in his right forearm, which forced him to be placed on the disabled list 

twice this season -- the first two times of his big league career. 

"One thing I do know is the rotation is harder to fill when you have an injury than any other 

spot on the field," Bochy said, "but it's really been all facets of the game where we've had our 

struggles. … We're not a power-hitting club, and it's a historic time with home runs and we have 

a definite lack of power. That has caught up with us. We just haven't had the clutch hitting that 

we've had in the past. If you don't have power, you better have clutch hitting, which we had in 

the past." 

Not this year, though. 

"You're almost embarrassed, and I hate to use that word," said Bochy. "But to be where we are 

in the standings … I take pride in what I can do to help this club, and nothing has worked this 

year." 
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The offense also never got in sync. The Giants rank last in the NL in slugging percentage (.380) 

and home runs (112), 14th in runs scored (563) and on-base percentage (.309) and 13th in 

batting average (.248). 

And let's not forget that two-day hospital stay for Bochy back in April, when he underwent an 

ablation to correct a heart-rhythm problem, which came after having two stents implanted in 

February 2015 and being hospitalized for an undisclosed problem in Miami last season. 

"My health is fine," he said. "It's amazing with modern medicine how they can fix things. Now if 

that became an Issue, I wouldn't risk my life, but this is what I love to do and my health is fine." 

In other words, the disappointments of 2017 have not dissuaded Bochy. He is looking forward 

to '18. 

"I'm getting older, and I'm getting asked that a lot more," Bochy said when retirement came up. 

"I certainly don't want to go out like this. I want to have one more shot at winning another 

championship. That's my only goal. I mean, if I retire, what would I do? Well, I would want to 

manage a team somewhere. That's how much I love what I do. It's the passion I have for this 

job." 

It's why even in the bad times, Bochy can look ahead and envision the good times. 
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Still feeling concussion symptoms, Brandon Belt discusses his future 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — On the night that yet another season spiraled out of his hands, Brandon Belt 

had an eerily prescient conversation with his hitting coach. Belt was on pace to approach 30 

homers. A day earlier, he had tied his career-high by crushing his 18th. Hensley Meulens 

congratulated him and noted that he would easily surpass his previous best.  

“Yeah,” Belt joked, “Unless I get a season-ending injury or something.” 
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A few hours later, Arizona Diamondbacks rookie Anthony Banda lost command of a curveball 

and drilled Belt on the side of the helmet. The first baseman went down right away. He hasn’t 

played since.  

Belt, in a phone interview with NBC Sports Bay Area, acknowledged the obvious: His season 

almost certainly ended on August 4. He feels better with each passing day, but he is still dealing 

with lingering problems with his vestibular system and vision.  

The Giants have just 20 games left and Belt is simply running out of time. This was Belt’s fourth 

documented concussion in the last eight years and third in the last four seasons, but he is not 

fearful about his future. It’s the opposite, actually. Belt is adamant that he will return next 

season at 100 percent.  

“There are always going to be some questions about whether this has some long term effects, 

and hopefully it doesn’t,” Belt said. “But right now it’s not going to keep me from playing 

baseball. In the long run, I want to make sure I’m one-hundred-thousand percent ready to go 

when the season starts next year. That’s the long term outlook, and if I can get back this season 

it’s a bonus.” 

Privately, Giants officials have acknowledged for several days that they do not expect Belt to 

return this season. Belt has been doing light rehab work, but doctors have not yet cleared him 

for baseball activities. He has more appointments in the coming days, but if his vision issues do 

not improve this week, the situation will become official.  

“You’re getting close to a point of no return, I guess,” he said.  

Belt has been through this before, with bad luck costing him chunks of two seasons. He missed 

46 games in 2014 after getting hit by a Marco Scutaro throw in batting practice. The next year, 

Belt hit his head against an infielder’s knee while diving back into second. That September 

concussion ended his season.  

This latest concussion was another fluke, but in an odd way, that was encouraging. Belt was at 

first concerned about his future, but doctors assured him that he would recover like he has the 

previous three times.  

“It’s not like I’m repeatedly banging my head against something,” Belt said. “If that was the 

case, it might affect me more in the long term. This is more sporadic and the hits aren’t too 

terrible. Once I get over these concussions, they tell me that I won’t have to worry about them 

anymore.” 

Belt did not have any setbacks after recovering from his previous concussions. He said the first 

couple of weeks this time were pretty rough, but all of the symptoms have dissipated except 

the vision issues. Joe Panik dealt with those last season and fully recovered. With the last two 

concussions, it took Belt eight weeks to get fully healthy. 
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“It’s not that I feel terrible, but it just takes a while to get this stuff to go away,” Belt said. “I 

wish it didn’t take me as long, but it does. I don’t know how long it’s going to take, but it’s one 

of those things you can’t rush. This is not something that you can be just 95 percent on.” 

As he waits to get back to 100 percent, Belt has tried to find ways to add to a schedule that’s 

usually filled with long plate appearances and scoops at first base. He was a vocal supporter of 

his hometown Lufkin Little League during their run through the Little League World Series. He 

has joined with fellow Texas residents Hunter Pence and Mark Melancon to offer support after 

Hurricane Harvey. Most of Belt’s hours are spent playing with his young son, Greyson, and 

watching the team he still leads in homers.   

"I'm really invested in these games," Belt said. "I watched Joe this past week and what he did 

was super impressive. Being at home is different, but watching them passes three hours every 

day." 
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Unlike slumping Dodgers, the Rockies don’t have luxury for many more losses 

Tim Brown 

 

LOS ANGELES — All summer the Colorado Rockies leaned into the legs that were failing them. 

Up ahead, the Los Angeles Dodgers pitched better, even at times hit better, and won a lot more 

often. Outgunned again in a division they never have won, allocated to just a wild card race in a 

second half in which they bled games, the Rockies arrived winded here Thursday night to the 

news the Dodgers even collapse better than they do. 

The non-competitive NL West remains non-competitive except in the fluttering hearts in the 

bleachers here, and in the suddenly squared shoulders of the Arizona Diamondbacks, and in the 

lilting promises that the Dodgers won’t, don’t have time to, can’t possibly, not 21 games up 

with 35 to play, not even now, 10 up with 22 to play. No way. No chance. Can’t be. 

This is what happens, probably, when a town buys in and lets itself dream and then a week or 

two or four – Four!? Not four! – doesn’t quite look right and the standings page in the paper 

drips evil and the manager of the best team in baseball (regular-season edition) is explaining 

why it’s not in anyone’s interest to call off the season right now. 

“Are you the best manager in the world …” Adrian Gonzalez shouted at Dave Roberts on 

Thursday afternoon, and before he could finish the question (“… or the worst manager in the 

world?”), Roberts piped up, “I was about 10 days ago!” 

Like dumb drivers, the store that’s full of small purses yet never seems to turn on its lights or 

unlock its doors and that really impatient lady at the DMV, most towns think they’re the only 

ones to have inexplicable baseball losing streaks. The Rockies of 47-26 in June and even 64-47 
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in August and the walk-away wild-card advantage were here to say otherwise, however, here to 

say, well, first this happened and then that happened and suddenly we were choking up, trying 

to make contact and forcing smiles. 

“You know what Winston Churchill said, right?” Rockies manager Bud Black asked. “When 

you’re going through hell?” 

Keep going? 

“That’s right,” Black said. “Just keep going. I mean, you just can’t explain why things happen at 

a certain time.” 

And so the Rockies smush their caps a little lower on their heads and rather than think about 

the St. Louis Cardinals and Milwaukee Brewers, like, right there behind them, they go over the 

scouting reports on Clayton Kershaw and try to believe it turns again here. On the road. Against 

a team that didn’t have to win but really, really wanted to. And Kershaw. 

And the Dodgers sway to some sort of streaming music station pregame that features Frank 

Sinatra, Elvis Presley, Jason Mraz, Michael Buble, Harry Connick Jr., Louis Armstrong and various 

crooners, because everybody knows Michael Buble is the stone-coldest of slump busters, and 

they roll their eyes at the slightest presumption this isn’t going exactly as planned. See, they’re 

resting guys, and playing it smart, and doing the right thing, and spreading the innings and at-

bats around, and it’ll change the moment they decide it will, and hey they got Kersh goin’. 

“There is a time,” when winning baseball games will be mission critical, Roberts said. “But Sept. 

7, or whatever it is today, is not the time.” 

The Rockies don’t have the luxury of a shrug and a wink. A couple months back they were 9 ½ 

games ahead in the wild-card race, and 12 ahead of the Cardinals, who looked a lost cause, and 

maybe this was their year, only they’ll have to win some more games to find out. They made it 

interesting when they stopped hitting with runners in scoring position and, as can happen with 

the Rockies, the pitching got squirrely. 

As it was Thursday night, one of the Dodgers and Rockies was going to get a little closer to the 

Diamondbacks, who don’t ever lose anymore, either the Dodgers from above or the Rockies 

from below, another inch gone in the season. 

And, as it was, the Rockies stomped the Dodgers 9-1, and Kershaw, unless you prefer to think 

about it as the Dodgers taking a loss, and that’s 12 of those across 13 games, so that’s probably 

going to be it for Michael Buble. Kershaw didn’t get out of the fourth. The stands emptied early 

on a school night. And everybody tried not to be that guy, you know, the alarmist who couldn’t 

see this was all part of the plan, which, in the short term, appeared to include wearing out the 

Rockies’ bat barrels and saving their own. 

Bud Black is pretty sure at some point the season will come down to an at-bat or two, “Or even 

a pitch,” he said. But it wasn’t going to be on Thursday night, unless it was that first-pitch 
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fastball, Kershaw to Nolan Arenado, that Arenado hit into the bullpen for a three-run home run. 

That, given the new world the Dodgers live in, felt like the first-inning knockout. They played 

another 3 ½ hours though, just to be sure, the Dodgers sticking to the plan and ready to win, 

the Rockies leaning into those legs and desperate to win. 

“Bad nights are going to happen, pitching-wise,” Kershaw said in a Buble-less clubhouse that 

seems to be getting weary of the post-game explanations. “I picked a bad time to have a bad 

night. 

“It’s bad right now. There’s no getting around that.” 

It’ll turn, he said. The team they left back there a couple weeks ago is still in them. He’s right, of 

course. 

Down the hall, the Rockies had needed something like this, perhaps, given what they’d been 

going through. So they put a good at-bat on Kershaw, then another, then another. Then, just 

like the man said, they kept going. 

“It’s a big win,” Arenado said. “Gained a couple games. You could make the argument it’s one 

of our biggest wins of the year.” 

Given it was the only one they played Thursday, he probably had it right, too. 
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10 Things To Know In MLB: Roster Madness, Matt Harvey Spin And Yankee-Red Sox 

Oddities 

Tom Verducci 

 

Shame on the players and owners for agreeing to a collective bargaining agreement last 

year while continuing to stick us with the travesty of September baseball. Commissioner 

Rob Manfred seems earnest about addressing the pace of action disease that is eating 

away at the sport, but to continue to allow the pennant races to be muddled with more 

pitching changes, longer games and less action is nothing short of negligent. 

Expanded rosters have always been a competitive travesty, in that the sixth month of 

the season is played under different rules than the first five months, and teams often 

compete with an unequal number of active players. But because of the growth in 

reliever usage, the travesty now is also a commercial one because it is harming the 

game’s appeal. 

On Sept. 1 the Angels and the Rangers played a four-hour, 33-minute slog that didn’t 

even include a bottom of the ninth. Managers Mike Scioscia and Jeff Banister used 15 
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pitchers for an average of just six batters faced. Eleven of the 15 pitchers lasted one 

inning or less. A ball was put in play on average once every four minutes, 12 seconds. 

Then, last Thursday, the Yankees and the Red Sox staged an exhibition of everything that 

is wrong with baseball in 2017: three hours and 44 minutes in which the ball was not in 

play in 40% of the plate appearances. In addition, New York catcher Gary Sanchez 

highlighted the foolishness of an unlimited number of timeouts by trudging to the 

mound for meetings with his pitcher four times in the ninth inning alone. 

According to the Elias Sports Bureau, September games last year brought an 11% 

increase in players used per game (from 28.5 in the first five months to 31.6), a 15% 

increase in pitchers used per game (8.1 to 9.3) and an additional three minutes to play a 

nine-inning game. 

When I asked one senior club executive why baseball continues to allow September 

baseball to get worse and worse, he said, “It’s easy to fix—just call up as many as you 

want but for each series designate 25 as active. But the players don’t like it. They’re 

worried about service time. They think if you limit the active rosters teams won’t call up 

as many players.” 

So for the sake of minor leaguers who become the 10th, 11th and 12th relievers 

available to managers like Scioscia and Banister, baseball continues to put out an 

inferior product in what should be the most exciting time of the regular season. 

• Matt Harvey of the Mets will make the 97th start of his career on Thursday. He has 

failed to hit 96 mph (rounding up) only twice, both of which have come in his last two 

starts. The first of those was his final outing before going on the DL in mid-June with a 

broken bone in his shoulder and the second was when he returned last Saturday in 

Houston. The spin rate on his four-seam fastball has dropped from 2,338 rpm in 2015 

(16th best among pitchers with at least 1,000 measured pitches), to 2,232 in 2016, to 

2,192 in 2017—a below average rate. • Yankees pitcher Sonny Gray is a tinkerer who is 

blessed and cursed with the ability to throw many different pitches. For instance, here 

are his most-used pitches in each of his past three starts: changeup (39), four-seamer 

(43), sinker (34). His curveball use fluctuates wildly—it’s excellent, but the Yankees can’t 

figure out why hitters get good swings on it—and now he’s invented a pitch that doesn’t 

even have a name. He throws a splitter/change hybrid around 90 mph in which he 

changes the grip, sometimes splitting his index and middle fingers and sometimes his 

ring and middle fingers. That’s very weird. “I saw him throw one that moved more than 

any pitch I’ve seen,” pitching coach Larry Rothschild said. 

• CC Sabathia in 254 starts with the Indians and the Brewers: 117-73. CC Sabathia in 250 

starts with the Yankees: 117-73. 
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• Lookalikes … Through first 158 career games: 

CATEGORY GARY SANCHEZ MARK MCGWIRE 

Batting average .283 .281 

Home Runs 48 49 

Runs Batted In 121 120 

Runs 101 100 

Walks 59 69 

Strikeouts 163 139 

 

• Xander Bogaerts hit .140 against the Yankees this year, the fourth lowest ever by a Red 

Sox player against the Yankees. His .380 OPS was the worst by a Boston player against 

New York except for Chuck Schilling’s .367 mark in 1963. 

• Aaron Judge sure can fill up a stat sheet. He struck out 30 times against the Red Sox 

this year, the most by any Yankee against any team ever, passing the 28 punchouts by 

Curtis Granderson against Boston in 2011. Judge also broke Reggie Jackson’s club record 

for strikeouts in a month back in June (39), tied it in July and broke it in August (41). 

 

 

MLB 

Home Run Leaders: Who Has Hit The Most In Baseball History? 

 

• The Yankees have won an MLB-low four games without a home run this year. The 

record low in a full season is five by the 1999 Detroit Tigers. New York's franchise-record 

low is seven in 2012. 

• How much do Pittsburgh's pitchers love to throw fastballs? The average major league 

four-seam fastball is 93 mph. The Pirates have outdistanced every other team in the 

number of above-average heaters (94+) thrown by more than 1,000.  

• Here are the MLB batting averages on pitches based on mph: 

70s: .241 

80s: .234 
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90s: .273 

100+: .180 
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Why isn’t every starting pitcher turning into Alex Wood? 

Sam Miller 

 

If there's a poster child for the short-starts strategy, it's Alex Wood, the Los Angeles Dodgers' 

surprise star. 

At 14-2, he has the National League's fourth-best ERA among starters (minimum 100 innings), 

its third-best WHIP, its fifth-best FIP. He has also never thrown more than 100 pitches in a start, 

and in 13 of his 21 starts, he has been pulled before his 90th pitch, even in five cases while 

throwing a shutout. 

Those two sentences share a paragraph because they're presumed to have some causal 

relationship. Because Wood doesn't work deep into games, he's not seeing his numbers ruined 

by extra pitches thrown exhaustedly at the end of starts. (Whether it's fatigue or familiarity or a 

combination of the two, starters are considerably worse the third time they face a batter in a 

game than they were the first two.) And because he knows he's not going to be asked to throw 

115 pitches, he can channel more of his energy into the 90 pitches he actually throws. Finally, 

from the Dodgers' perspective, they get to replace Wood with relievers, who as a group have 

lower ERAs than starters, since they get to come in fresh and face hitters who haven't seen 

them before. It's brilliant! 

Except for one problem: There are only so many good relievers on a team, and the more innings 

you ask of them the shallower the pool gets. Conveniently for the narrative purposes of this 

article, this has been a problem for the Dodgers in Wood's starts: His relievers have had a 4.30 

ERA after he has left the game. That's worse than the 3.16 ERA they have overall, and it might 

even be worse than Wood would be if he stayed in for an extra 20 pitches per game. On the 

other hand, maybe it's worth replacing a slightly better pitcher (Tired Alex Wood) with a slightly 

worse one (Fifth Reliever On The Depth Chart) if it's part of a larger role shift (90 pitches instead 

of 115) that helps turn a pretty good pitcher (Alex Wood) into an ace (New Alex Wood). That's 

the calculus. It's complicated and involves a lot of unknowns. 

But here's the weird thing. Yes, Wood's starts are emblematic of a strategy that the league as a 

whole has embraced. Yes, this strategy has greatly affected the division of labor among big 

league pitchers, particularly as the trajectory of these changes has steepened in the past three 

years. But no, the consequences we laid out for the Dodgers in Woods' 21 starts have not been 
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universal. And that's what I can't figure out. 

So let's go through those three facts. 

1. On Saturday, another Dodgers starting pitcher, Brock Stewart, was lifted from a start after 

four innings against the Padres. He'd faced exactly 18 batters. It was the 94th start this season 

in which a pitcher faced that many, and exactly that many, batters -- a new record, topping last 

year's mark of 93. 

Now, in a sport with a 2,430-game season, 94 isn't that many, but it's still worth noticing. 

(We're now up to 97 such starts and counting.) As recently as 2014, there were only 65 starts of 

exactly 18 batters, and if you were to graph out how many outings lasted 12 batters, 13 batters, 

14 batters and so on, you wouldn't see much of a spike at 18. In fact, here's that graph, which 

has three things we should notice: The first is the aforementioned lack of a spike for 18-batter 

games in 2014 (the red line). In 2017 there is a spike, followed by a flat line at 19, suggesting 

managers might be actively targeting "18" as a place to pull pitchers -- as a way to avoid the 

third-time-through-the-order penalty. 

The second thing to notice is that there is also a spike at 27 in the blue (2017) line. In 2014, 27-

batter starts were the most common type of start, but they were just the peak in a fairly 

smooth slope up/slope down progression. But in 2017, managers disrupt the slope to pull 

pitchers after batter 27, again suggesting they are targeting a times-through-the-order moment 

rather than simply a pitch count or innings count. 

The third thing to notice is, just since 2014, starts have gotten much shorter. Every length of 

start up to 25 batters is more common now than it was then; every length of start from 26 on is 

less common. More than half of all starts went 26 or more batters in 2014; only 37 percent do 

now. 

2. And so if starting pitchers are throwing fewer innings, guess who must be throwing more? 

In 2014, relievers as a group threw almost exactly half as many innings as starting pitchers did. 

That figure fluctuated a little year by year, but it had been close to steady for about two 

decades. 

Then, in 2015, when the Rays got attention for embracing the 18-batter start, and when teams 

began to aggressively replace starting pitchers in games they were winning, the workload began 

to shift. In 2015, relievers pitched 54 percent as many innings as starters; in 2016, 58 percent. 

This year, it's a little over 60 percent. Relievers are on pace to throw almost 1,500 more innings 

this year than they did in 2014, blowing past the all-time record (which was set last year). 
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These innings aren't coming from the bullpen aces; those guys were already maxed out. 

Instead, they're coming from the bottom of the bullpen, or from pitchers who wouldn't have 

been in the majors at all under the (slightly) older model. To simplify things, those extra 1,500 

relief innings mean every team is trying to get 50 innings out of a guy who "should" be in 

Double- or Triple-A, by 2014 standards. 

So we have two variables: Starters, as a group, get to come out of games earlier, protecting 

them from seeing batters a third or fourth time and letting them put more energy into the 

pitches they do throw. And relievers, as a group, now include a bunch of scrubs stinking up the 

stats. The statistical gap between starters and relievers should be shrinking. 

3. The gap between starters and relievers isn't shrinking! 

Starters this year have allowed a .769 OPS, which is 6 percent higher than the .725 OPS 

relievers have allowed. Far from closing the gap, starters are actually falling slightly further 

behind: 

Baseball, unfortunately, isn't a wind tunnel. A lot of things can affect the run-scoring 

environment, from weather to scouting technology to defensive strategies to the seams of the 

ball, so we can't say starters are getting worse or relievers are getting better. We can conclude 

only that relievers are getting better relative to starters. And so I'll say again: This is weird! 

My hypothesis -- to be tested another day, perhaps -- is that it's the result of two decades 

without expansion. Strained depth traditionally affects pitchers more than hitters, and there 

are now simply too many qualified pitchers to fill 30 teams' bullpens. But there are other 

hypotheses. Maybe teams are now funneling better pitchers into relief, instead of giving every 

good pitcher every chance to become a starter. Maybe the "juiced" ball hurts starters 

disproportionately, because starters are temperamentally more likely to allow balls to be put in 

play. 

Regardless of the reason, this weirdness matters, especially as October looms and managers 

make their in-game decisions with more urgency. It used to be managers wanted to get as 

many innings as they could out of their starters. Now, for all but the very best starters, 

managers want to get as many innings out of their relievers as they can -- the proverbial 

"shortening the game." 

As long as good relief pitching is finite, this longing for more relief innings is thwarted. But the 

Dodgers have seven relievers (minimum 20 innings) with an ERA+ better than 130 this year. The 

Indians and Yankees have six each, and that doesn't even include Aroldis Chapman. At a certain 

point, the number of effective relievers teams have is going to be limited only by the size of the 
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roster. 

 

 

 

 


