
Kluber dominates lineup of Angels regulars 
By Fabian Ardaya Special to MLB.com 
GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Corey Kluber's dominance can be most brutal to hitters who aren't accustomed to the reigning American League Cy 
Young Award winner's late movement and assortment of secondary pitches. 
 
Just look at the final batter Kluber faced in Wednesday's 7-0 win over the Angels: Japanese superstar Shohei Ohtani. 
With two outs in the fifth inning, Kluber started Ohtani by catching the corner low and inside. Then he made the slugger swing and miss badly at 
an 87-mph breaking ball low and in. The third pitch, a high cutter, cracked Ohtani's bat and resulted in a softly hit popup that was easily brought 
in by second baseman Jason Kipnis. 
Over five scoreless innings, Kluber faced 16 batters -- one over the minimum -- allowing one hit and three baserunners while striking out four on 
56 pitches. He threw 15 more pitches in the bullpen as he looks to continue building his volume of pitches before Opening Day. 
 
"He was so economical, we had to send him out to the bullpen," manager Terry Francona said. "He was good. He is so good about his 
progression. Every outing, he gets a little sharper, gets a little deeper. It's really fun to watch." 
 
"Obviously, you want to feel good throughout your delivery and try to iron out things like that," Kluber said of his progress this spring. "I wouldn't 
say it's just building up the amount you throw. I think that's one of the important things, but I think you're also working on commanding all your 
pitches, things like that. 
 
"I think I'm right on track with where I want to be." 
Kluber faced a lineup full of Angels regulars -- including Ohtani, former AL MVP Mike Trout, Justin Upton, Albert Pujols and Kole Calhoun, who 
recorded the club's lone hit off Kluber with a dribbler through the hole in the second inning -- handling the group well and inducing eight swings 
and misses. 
 
Just four balls in play even left the infield, including back-to-back flyouts by Ian Kinsler and Trout to open the game. 
 
"It was pretty close to their regular lineup, so I don't want to say that you don't treat it the same when it's not like that, but I think you just 
naturally get a little bit more adrenaline going," Kluber said of facing the regulars. "When I'm facing close to their everyday lineup, if not their 
actual everyday lineup, it just naturally helps. It's good to keep working on that." 
 
Kluber faced trouble just once, when a hit batter, a walk and a runner advancing on an infield fly rule gave the Angels runners on the corners 
with one out in the third inning. He would get out of it, catching Kinsler out in front of an offspeed pitch and inducing an inning-ending double 
play. 
"The third inning was pretty bad [command-wise], but other than that, it was OK," Kluber said. "I just got really quick to the plate, and couldn't 
really make the adjustment. I guess that's a positive you can take out of it, you get in that situation and you're one pitch away. It was ugly, but I 
found a way to make that one pitch. 
 
"I think that days like today where you don't feel like you really are in a good rhythm or in sync, you get to work on making those adjustments in-
game." 
 
"It was really fun to watch him self-correct," Francona said. "He breezed through, like, seven [batters] in a row [after], and he figured it out." 
 
Recovering Brantley gets first spring at-bats 
By Fabian Ardaya Special to MLB.com 
GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Indians outfielder Michael Brantley got his first two spring plate appearances as a designated hitter in a Minor League 
game on Wednesday. 
 
Brantley, who is returning from right ankle surgery, has had no limitations swinging a bat, but hadn't begun running the bases or participating in 
fielding drills until this week. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"He's doing really well," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "We're still debating on maybe how extensive his morning is, but he's doing well. 
I think how he responds to what he's done [will impact what he does]." 
 
Brantley missed all but 11 games of the 2016 season after undergoing offseason surgery to repair a minor labral tear in his non-throwing 
shoulder, an injury that would require a second procedure. The 30-year-old outfielder recovered nicely, putting together a .299/.357/.444 slash 
line with nine homers and 52 RBIs while earning his second career All-Star selection last year, but he played in only 90 games. 
Brantley also dealt with a broken hamate bone in his right hand in 2011 and a sports hernia in 2012 that required surgery. 
 
"I think he's tired of it," Francona said of Brantley's time on the trainer's table. "But I think he's got a mature outlook on it because he's had to go 
through it so often and he's missed time. I think he wants to give himself the best chance to come back and stay back, and I do think he's done 
a good job. I've always felt that way about him. Things have just come up along the way that sometimes happens when you're playing a sport." 
 
More from the back fields 



Several Major Leaguers also got work in Minor League games Wednesday. Josh Tomlin worked three innings, righty reliever Dan Otero worked 
a pair of innings and bullpen ace Andrew Miller and closer Cody Allen each tossed an inning. 
 
Indians flexible with Ogando 
With the Indians' rotation appearing to be just about set with Corey Kluber, Carlos Carrasco, Trevor Bauer, Mike Clevinger and Tomlin in place 
and Danny Salazar looming as a potential wild card, Alexi Ogando doesn't have a clear path onto the Indians' Opening Day roster -- at least as 
a starter. 
 
The 34-year-old right-hander, who signed in December as a non-roster invitee, could serve as a potential swingman both in the Majors and 
Minors, and has expressed a desire to serve in a variety of roles. 
 
"I think, in fairness to him trying to make the ballclub, [the bullpen] seems to be the best way to go," Francona said. 
 
Ogando, who has allowed just one run through six Spring Training outings, hasn't pitched in the Majors since 2016, when he was 2-1 with a 
3.94 ERA in 36 appearances with the Braves. While the former All-Star hasn't been a regular starter since 2013, he did start 19 games in Korea 
last season, posting a 10-5 record and 3.93 ERA. 
 
"He has stated that he would like a chance to start if he doesn't make the ballclub," Francona said. "That's something we'll revisit. He sure looks 
healthy. The ball's coming out of his hand real nice. There's a lot of other considerations, too, with who's at Triple-A, stuff like that. That'll be a 
conversation for later on in camp." 
 
Up next: The Indians will send Clevinger to the hill Thursday as they host the Reds at 4:05 p.m. ET. Many of the Tribe's regulars are expected 
to be in the lineup, and the game can be listened to on Gameday Audio. 
 
Fabian Ardaya is a co 
 
It's still too soon to talk Opening Day roster, but  Terry Francona lays out the thought process behind  upcoming decisions 
By T.J. Zuppe Mar 15, 2018  4   
GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Terry Francona admitted his mind can occasionally wander during spring training games — at least the ones that are 
“going in the wrong direction.” 
 
However, he still uses the time wisely. 
 
“I'll start to maybe do some jotting down,” Francona said. “I'll do that from time to time.” 
 
These aren't just mindless doodles on a Dubble Bubble wrapper, though. Francona is busy trying to make sense of the inevitable roster battles 
that take place each spring. He's mentally running through scenarios and contingency plans. He's attempting to build a complementary group.  
 
This spring has been no different. They've reduced the roster a bit through various cuts, but we still haven't gained much clarity on the club's 
final bullpen or bench slots. We can only guess how many relievers they'll carry. And they're still stuck in Michael Brantley rehab limbo — at 
least for now. 
 
Despite the continuous need to keep the mental wheels spinning, Francona conceded that it's still a little early to be whittling down to the 25 
men who will open the season in Seattle. 
 
“We need to get the group a little smaller before we start to do that,” Francona said. “I think we've got to have one more pretty big cut, then you 
start thinking about that stuff.” 
 
But that day is coming. 
 
The process for picking the Opening Day roster isn't simple. While it can often lead to some exciting conversations with players hoping to make 
the club, it also features some disappointing chats with those who don't make the cut. 
 
The criteria for how those players get selected can be different for each organization. Francona's staff tries to take several variables into 
account while pitting the non-roster veterans against the wide-eyed prospects trying to make a good impression. 
 
“I think we try to do a little bit of everything,” Francona said. “You certainly try to prepare. I think, at some point, you try to have a little bit of a 
blank slate to be fair to the players. The other thing, if you just went off of spring training, you'd have a terrible ball club and you'd make a lot of 
mistakes. Spring training is so different than the major-league season. It can really fool you. We've all seen it. You see the young kid that just 
tears up the spring — whether it's a pitcher or a hitter — and the team breaks with him. And then a month later, he's back in the minor leagues. 
It's just very different.” 
 
That's why they'll never make a decision based solely on Cactus League stats. Those numbers can be extremely misleading — and not just 
because of the varying levels of competition each player faces. 



Baseball Reference does a good job putting that into perspective, offering a metric for opponent quality during the spring, grading the 
competition on a 1-10 scale. For example, as of Wednesday morning, Yonder Alonso (8.6) had faced the toughest competition of all Tribe 
hitters, and Corey Kluber (8.7) had faced the most big-league worthy opponents among the pitchers. 
 
But, as Francona explained, just because competition is major-league quality, it doesn't always offer the most trustworthy outcomes. 
 
“You're not pitching to scouting reports,” Francona said. “Some of the guys that are established major-league starters, they might be working on 
a fastball one day. That's all you get. A kid that maybe can't hit a breaking ball might not see a breaking ball. And the fields are set up — the 
infield is fast, the balls carry. You get back to Cleveland in April, the grass is slow, the air is heavy. It's just different.” 
 
That reality can make evaluating spring performance almost impossible. How the Indians separate veterans like Matt Belisle, Carlos Torres and 
Alexi Ogando from the optionless youth — a guy like Ryan Merritt, for instance — continues to be fascinating. The same can be said for Rajai 
Davis and Melvin Upton Jr., two non-roster outfielders seeking a reserve slot. 
 
To reduce some of the noise, the staff enters the spring with some rough expectations. Then, they'll adjust as they need to, factoring in any 
minor-league opt-outs or remaining options to maintain as much depth as they can. 
 
But for all that planning, all it takes is one injury or something unforeseen to completely change the situation. The complexities of the spring 
make it easy to see why Francona occasionally scribbles away. 
 
“I think the most important thing is to have alternate plans,” Francona said. “I've always felt like you need to have a roster that complements 
each other, so if this happens, we need to be prepared here, things like that. And that's really hard for players that are trying to make a ballclub 
to understand. 
 
“A kid might come in and hit the ball all over the ballpark. But if he's left-handed and we have three left-handed hitting outfielders, that doesn't 
set up well. Those are things that you don't expect players to understand, but we need to look at things like that.” 
 
Other notes from Tribe camp 
Corey Kluber was tasked with facing nearly every Angels regular Wednesday afternoon, battling a lineup that featured Ian Kinsler, Mike Trout, 
Albert Pujols, Justin Upton and Kole Calhoun. 
 
Despite the stiff competition, Kluber managed to toss five scoreless frames, working around one hit, one walk and striking out four. 
 
“I don't want to say that you don't treat it the same if it's not like that, but it's probably natural to get a little bit more adrenaline going,” Kluber 
said. “It's good to work on that, keep that under control.” 
 
You wouldn't know it based on his final line, but Kluber battled his command a bit in the third inning. After a hit-by-pitch and walk, Kluber 
corrected the issue, getting an infield pop out and double play to end the inning. 
 
“It was really fun to watch him self-correct,” Francona said. “He figured it out. He was so economical, we had to send him out to the bullpen (to 
throw a few more pitches). … He's so good about his progression. Every outing, he gets sharper. He gets a little deeper. It's fun to watch.” 
 
Shohei Ohtani was among the Angels regulars to face Kluber on Wednesday. His introduction to the two-time Cy Young Award winner came in 
the form of a breaking ball to the foot in the top of the third. 
 
Later, Kluber took the second battle, inducing a weak pop out to second base to retire the side and end his afternoon. 
 
Yandy Diaz's launch angle remains an interest point for writers, but Francona said he likes to stay away from the popular jargon. 
 
“Launch angle, to me, is a hitter understanding what pitches he can do damage with,” Francona said. “If you can get your young hitters to 
square up balls and use the whole field, as they gain experience, they're going to start to understand what balls they can drive and what balls 
they can elevate, things like that.” 
 
In addition to possessing one of baseball's lowest average launch angles (which was paired with one of baseball's highest average exit 
velocities), Diaz also used the opposite field 36 percent of the time in 2017, the sixth-highest rate in the majors. However, it's worth noting that 
the right-handed hitter pulled a liner into the left-center field gap for a double in the 7-0 win Wednesday. 
 
Aha, progress! 
 
The Indians will take a few regulars to Las Vegas this weekend for their two exhibition games against the Cubs. 
 
Their traveling roster includes Jason Kipnis, Yan Gomes, Yandy Diaz, Eric Haase, Greg Allen, Mike Napoli, Melvin Upton Jr., Rajai Davis, 
Bradley Zimmer, Eric Stamets, Ryan Merritt, Carlos Torres, Zach McAllister, Alexi Ogando, Stephen Fife, Tyler Olson and a handful of others. 
 



Francona will manage the group in Vegas. Brad Mills and Carl Willis will stay behind in Goodyear. 
 
The Thursday Conversation: Indians interpreter Anna  Bolton on Jose Ramirez, Francisco Mejia and the val ue of bilingualism in 
baseball 
Zack Meisel 4h ago  9   
GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Francisco Mejia stood in the cramped hallway outside the visitors clubhouse at Comerica Park, with Sandy Alomar Jr. 
towering over him. 
 
Despite his mother’s doubt — she made him send her a photo of his Indians uniform — Mejia had received a promotion to the big leagues. 
Alomar was filling in for team interpreter Anna Bolton, who was away from the club to attend a wedding. But Mejia waved off Alomar; he wanted 
to answer his first questions as a major-leaguer in English. 
 
Bolton was sent video of Mejia’s first big-league interview and she teared up watching the rookie catcher explain, in his second language, how 
he learned of his promotion. Teacher and pupil had worked tirelessly throughout the season on his grasp of English, and it was paying 
dividends. 
 
Bolton became the Indians’ interpreter and player engagement coordinator in 2016. She had previously taught English classes at the 
organization’s academy in the Dominican Republic. Now, she’ll tackle a new role, after a promotion to the role of education and language 
coordinator. 
 
For this week’s Thursday Conversation, Bolton sat down with The Athletic and explained the value of bilingualism in baseball, the roots of 
player education and the strides that Mejia, Jose Ramirez and others have made to learn a second language.  
 
ZM: Tell me about your new role. Is the purpose of it to help players get comfortable with the English language earlier in their careers? 
 
AB: Yeah, it’s 100 percent related to that. Right now, we have English classes at all of the affiliates, but it’s really isolated. There’s limited 
communication between the teachers, so when a player gets moved up or down, it’s like, “Oh, we have a new kid in class today.” They don’t 
know what the teachers have worked on at the previous affiliates. They don’t know what level the players are on. There’s limited coordination. 
We have a teacher in (High-A) Lynchburg. She does great with our players in Lynchburg. There’s a teacher in (Class AA) Akron. She does 
great with our players in Akron. But it’s just not connected. So my new job is the education and language coordinator for the organization. One 
of my primary goals will be to open up those lines of communication, create a curriculum that builds on itself, starting in the Dominican 
Academy, all the way up through Class AAA. The teachers can lose so much time figuring out what people's levels are. 
 
ZM: And everybody learns at different paces. 
 
AB: Right. The most effective curriculum is one that meets students where they are and addresses their specific learning needs. So, I’m 
creating a curriculum that will address their unique learning needs, specific language skills and cultural understanding that they need to survive 
outside of work and to succeed on the baseball field and in interacting with their coaches. 
 
ZM: So if you’re in Lynchburg, when do you attend class? 
 
AB: That’s another factor. It’s really hard to schedule the classes. We can’t do it when they play on the road, because we don’t have a teacher 
who travels with them. You don’t want to do it the first day back from a road trip because they’re exhausted because they ride the bus 
everywhere. So usually they have classes during homestands, in the middle of the homestand and if it’s a 7 p.m. game, they’ll do it around 2 
p.m. The coaches work around it with whatever meetings they have. 
 
ZM: I assume the teacher comes to the ballpark, finds a meeting room and has seven or eight students and picks up where they left off the last 
time? 
 
AB: Exactly. In Akron, they have one room where they do basically everything, where the coaches have their meetings and it’s also the family 
room and it’s also the English classroom. 
 
ZM: From speaking with a bunch of players, Francisco Lindor included, I’ve come to understand the value of being bilingual in this sport. Do 
you think players and organizations realize how valuable a tool it can be, not just in speaking English, but also being comfortable in new 
surroundings in a new country? 
 
AB: I think they do. Everybody notices that Lindor can joke around with Jose Ramirez just as well as he can joke around with Jason Kipnis. You 
can notice that just from watching the games. Everybody has a baseball background and not an education background, so they don’t really 
know how to address it. They notice it’s a value, a skill. I think anybody would say that about Lindor or Nellie Rodriguez, but they don’t know 
how to develop that skill, because they’re baseball guys. They aren’t educators. 
 
 
Anna Bolton has helped Jose Ramirez with his English over the years. (Zack Meisel/The Athletic) 



ZM: I know Mejia and Ramirez are two guys you’re proud of, because of the strides they’ve made the last few years. What stands out about 
their progress? 
 
AB: With Jose, what really stands out is how comfortable he is in the clubhouse. Language acquisition happens when you’re in a low-risk 
environment and you can test it out and not feel nervous about testing it out, pushing your language boundaries. If you stay in your comfort 
zone when you’re speaking and you’re like, “Ehh, I don’t want to say that because I might mess up,” your language growth isn’t going to happen 
as fast. You have to use it, try it, make mistakes. That’s how you grow. What that requires is a low-risk environment, where you feel safe to 
make mistakes, where you feel comfortable that if you mess up, you’re not afraid that people are going to make fun of you or think less of you. 
 
For Jose, he’s now in that low-risk environment. Before, he had to prove himself every single step of the way. He said that in his interview when 
he got his contract a year ago. He had to fight for at-bats in the Dominican Summer League. He basically had to prove himself for his first six 
years in the organization. This has been the first time that he’s here. He made it. He’s here. He’s proven himself on the baseball diamond, so 
now he feels comfortable taking language risks. 
 
ZM: You’ve mentioned before that players know more English than we probably realize they do, but is it because they aren’t always 
comfortable with taking those risks that they sometimes don’t want to risk embarrassment? 
 
AB: It’s a common misconception that, “Oh, he knows more than he lets on.” That’s what people say to me. I’ve been a language teacher for 
eight years. People have always said that to me about my students. If you don’t understand one word of a phrase, sometimes it messes up 
your whole understanding of it. Sure, maybe he understood 95 percent of what you said, but the 5 percent that he didn’t understand made him 
unsure enough that he’s going to ask for clarification. It’s not that they’re trying to make people think they know less so they can trick them and 
ask less of them. It’s that what they don’t know inhibits them. 
 
ZM: Especially without knowing what we’re going to ask. 
 
AB: Additionally, talking to you guys on camera, especially, where it’s going to be on the internet and accessible for the rest of forever — I don’t 
blame them for feeling more comfortable doing it in their first language. Whereas, when (Jose) is sitting, playing cards with his boy Mike Napoli, 
it’s way easier joking around and saying what he wants to say. 
 
For example, Ramirez made a statement in English that included a slight grammatical error to a group of teammates in the clubhouse earlier 
this month. Mejia corrected him, and Ramirez said, “Everybody knows my English.” 
 
He’s at a point now where he’s like, “Everybody knows how I talk.” And that’s fine. That’s his mindset now. His language has grown so much 
this past year. It continues to grow. 
 
ZM: With Mejia, I’d imagine it’s doubly important for him since he has to work with pitchers, too. 
 
AB: That’s what we talk about a lot. That’s why I worked with him a ton last spring training and continue to do so. What really impresses me 
about him is I worked with him all spring training last year and when we were about to break camp, I knew he was going to Akron and I was 
going to be in Cleveland. I said, “Is there anything I can do to continue to support your language development during the season? I’m not going 
to make stuff for you if you’re not going to do it. I’m not going to waste my time. But if you want to do stuff, I’ll happily prepare it for you.” He 
said, “Yeah. If you give me stuff to work on, I’ll do it when we’re on the bus.” They had super-long bus rides in Class AA. He said, “I’ll work on it 
then.” I looked up Akron’s schedule and put in my calendar when they were going to be on a bus trip and had stuff ready to go. I copied and 
pasted it and texted it to him. And he did it and used it. Some specific stuff came up that he needed to work on, communicating with his pitchers 
— assigned vocabulary. So we really worked on that a lot. I talked to him on the phone about it some and gave his coaches stuff to work with 
him on. It’s really impressive to me that he was committed enough to work on it. 
ZM: Is that common? Are some guys really invested and others more dismissive? 
 
AB: With language acquisition in general, everybody wants to get better. It’s a common myth: “Oh, he just doesn’t care.” I’ve never met 
anybody who’s like, “I’d rather not be able to speak that language.” For me, I would love to speak, like, 10 more languages. It’s about putting in 
the time and effort and it’s understanding that it takes more than 15 minutes a day to improve. Learning a new language isn’t like learning pre-
calc for the first time, where if you sit down and study it, you’re eventually going to get there. There’s a finite amount of stuff you need to know 
and once you know it, you can do it. Learning a language is so much more involved than just sitting down and studying it. You have to speak to 
people. You have to listen to people. You have to do all four language domains — reading, writing, listening and speaking — to really improve 
at it. It requires a lot of discipline and a lot more time than people think. 
 
ZM: So then how did you feel when you saw Mejia request to conduct his first major-league interview in English? 
 
AB: That’s what I love about being a language teacher is the growth that you can see is awesome. It’s incredible. With people like Mejia who 
put in the time and the effort to get better, just from where he went with his language skills from the moment we first met in spring training last 
year to that point, to Sept. 1, it was amazing to see. I was so proud of him because I knew how hard he worked on it and how much he wants to 
be able to do interviews in English and to be able to communicate with other people in English. It was a very proud moment for me. 
 
ZM: In addition to helping players with learning English, you’re also working on a high school equivalency program. What does that entail? 



AB: International players, the majority of them drop out of school earlier than the age of 16 to pursue baseball careers, especially in the 
Dominican Republic. Often, they’ll leave home, go work with coaches for a couple years who are basically taking them around and showcasing 
them and trying to get them signed. Many of them leave school early to pursue this dream of baseball. Something just as important to me as 
improving the English program we have for them is providing them with high school equivalency classes in our academy in the Dominican 
Republic. So while the players are at our academy, they can work toward graduating high school. I don’t know what the numbers are, but the 
vast majority of the 70-some players that are in the academies don’t make it to the major leagues. And they get released at some point and 
they go back to their home country and they don’t have a degree and they have a limited education. It’s something that’s really important to me 
and to the Indians that we provide them with that opportunity to finish high school. 
 
The Dominican Republic’s education is, like, behind Rwanda. It just isn’t prioritized there. Kids can be going to school, but there’s stuff spelled 
wrong on the board sometimes. Resources are so limited that usually they’ll only have a notebook and a pencil. They don’t have textbooks. So 
many of these players are under-educated and don’t have a full command of Spanish, because they don’t have fully developed literacy skills in 
Spanish. So if you don’t understand what you’re saying in your first language, it makes it that much harder to learn a second language. There 
are players we’re going to have to work with on developing their Spanish literacy skills before we’re able to introduce English. With players that 
haven’t had that training, it just makes it that much harder for them to fully dominate a second language when they don’t fully dominate their first 
language. 
 
Corey Kluber looks sharp as Indians beat Angels, 7- 0 
By Staff report, The News-Herald 
Corey Kluber had a strong outing and Tyler Naquin homered as the Indians beat the Los Angeles Angels, 7-0, on March 14 in Goodyear, Ariz. 
 
Kluber pitched five innings, giving up one hit and no runs. He struck out four. The Indians’ ace pitcher is carrying a 1.98 ERA this spring. 
 
Naquin provided all the offense Kluber needed with a solo homer in the third. It was the only run Angels pitcher Matt Shoemaker gave up in five 
innings, but it tagged him with the loss. Shoemaker struck out seven. 
 
Edwin Encarnacion added a run-scoring single for the Indians, but the slugger is exhibiting a similar spring to the slow start he had last season. 
He is hitting .161 in Arizona. 
Greg Allen had a sacrifice fly for the Tribe and outfielder Brandon Barnes, who has played previously for the Colorado Rockies and Houston 
Astros, hit a three-run homer. 
 
The Indians host the Cincinnati Reds on March 15. 
 
Cleveland Indians Scribbles: What can Yonder Alonso  do? - Terry Pluto (video) 
By Terry Pluto, The Plain Dealer terrypluto2003@yahoo.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Scribbles in my Cleveland Indians notebook: 
 
1. Given how the tight Major League free agent market has been in the off season, it's even more remarkable Carlos Santana signed that three-
year, $60 million deal with the Philadelphia Phillies. He was one of the first free agents to sign, and it was wise move. It's doubtful any other 
team would have thrown anything close to that kind of money at Santana. 
 
2. Which brings me to Yonder Alonso. He will be one of the players I'll talk to next week when I go Goodyear, Ariz. The Indians signed Alonso 
($16 million over two years) to replace Santana. I'm not faulting the Tribe for refusing to pay Santana. His $60 million over three years matches 
the same contract the Tribe gave to Edwin Encarnacion before the 2017 season. And Encarnacion averaged 39 HR and 110 RBI in the 
previous five years. 
 
3. He had a slow start, but Encarnacion ended up with 38 HR and and 107 RBI for the Tribe last season, batting .258 (.881 OPS). That's his 
typical season. 
 
4. With the Tribe over the previous three seasons, Santana averaged 25 HR, 79 RBI while batting .250 (.812 OPS). He usually started slow. 
But every season, he drew a lot of walks and played nearly every game. 
5. In a recent discussion with the media in Goodyear, Terry Francona said, "Carlos grew into one of everyone's favorites -- including me. He 
played about every inning of every game. He just likes to play baseball." 
 
6. In Francona's five seasons as manager, Santana averaged 156 games. He played through slumps. He played with aches and pains. He 
started his career as a catcher. He moved to first base. He played third briefly and volunteered to play in the outfield against National League 
teams so another Tribe player could play first base. 
 
7. Santana will be missed. If Alonso can replicate his 2017 performance, he'll make up for a lot of that. The Tribe's new first baseman belted 28 
HR with 67 RBI, batting .266 (.866 OPS). But the lefty hitter is mostly a platoon player. He batted .282 vs. right-handers, .181 vs. lefties last 
season. 
 
8. The other big question about the 30-year-old Alonso was his sudden power production. He never hit more than nine homers in a season until 
2017. Those nine homers were in 2012, when he batted .273 (.741 OPS) with 62 RBI for the San Diego Padres. 



9. So Alonso probably won't play every day unless the lefty hitter suddenly figures out how to hit lefty pitchers. For his career, Alonso is a .277 
hitter (.771 OPS) vs. righties, .234 (.652 OPS) vs. lefties. So it was not as pronounced as 2017. But there is a difference. 
10. Alonso has become an example of the "launch angle" craze in baseball. It means hitting more balls in the air -- an uppercut swing. That has 
been around for a long time, but now technology can measure it. That can explain his power surge ... and why he struggled even more against 
lefties throwing him breaking balls on the outside corner. 
 
11. Alonso split last season between Oakland and Seattle -- two tough parks for hitters. He hit 17 of his 28 homers in his home park. That's a 
good sign for the Tribe. This is not a player whose stats were paced by playing in some parks such as Colorado or Boston -- launching pads for 
certain types of hitters. 
 
12. Francona praised Alonso's glove work at first: "He has nice hands. He should be a good defender." He said Alonso's personality should "fit 
right in" with the team. But as Francona also said, "This is an easy team to fit into ... we have a lot of good guys." 
 
13. Players can learn to develop power later in their careers. In 2011 ... at the age of 28 ... Encarnacion hit only 17 HR in 134 games. The next 
season, he belted 42 and went on the power streak that we've seen every year since. 
 
14. Francona doesn't like to talk about "launch angles." He prefers to discuss hitters making adjustments. He talked about the need for young 
batters "to use the whole field," and not be obsessed with pulling the ball and hitting everything in the air. He thinks hitters need to have their 
basic approach in mind -- not continually changing their stance and/or swing. Once that is in place, a hitter can begin to launch the ball in the air 
more often. 
15. The Indians plan to play Encarnacion at first base against some lefty pitchers. They do want to give Alonso a chance against some lefties to 
see if he does start to hit them. When they signed Mike Napoli in 2016, the plan was not to play him every day. But Napoli started hot and 
stayed in the everyday lineup at first or DH. 
 
16. This spring, Alonso is batting .333 (9-for-27) with three doubles, two homers and four RBI. He also has drawn five walks compared to four 
strikeouts. In other words, the numbers look good as he heads into 2018. 
 

Corey Kluber throws five scoreless innings as the C leveland Indians blank the Angels, 7-0 

By Paul Hoynes 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Corey Kluber pitched five scoreless innings and the Indians scored five runs in the eighth inning Wednesday to shut out 
the Angels, 7-0, in a spring-training game at Goodyear Ballpark in Goodyear, Ariz. 

Kluber, Zach McAllister, Tyler Olson, Carlos Torres and Matt Belisle combined on a five-hitter. It was the first time the Angels have been shut 
out this spring. 

The Indians entered the eighth with a 2-0 lead thanks to Tyler Naquin's leadoff homer in the third and Edwin Encarnacion's bloop single in the 
sixth. The big hit in the eighth inning was a three-run homer by Brandon Barnes, who has struggled at the plate much of spring training. 

The first two runs in the eighth were delivered on a RBI single by catcher Ryan Hanigan and a sacrifice fly by Greg Allen. A bloop hit to short 
left field by Richie Shaffer kept the inning going. 

Kluber struck out four and allowed one hit in his fourth start of the spring. He retired the last eight batters he faced in reaching five innings for 
the first time in the exhibition season. 

The Indians got their first look at Japan's Shohei Ohtani, who is trying to prove he can hit and pitch in the big leagues. Ohtani, DHing against 
the Tribe, went 0-for-2 with a strikeout. Kluber hit Ohtani in the foot in the third inning, but broke his bat and retired him on a pop up to second in 
the fifth. 

The win made the Indians 12-7-2 this spring. 

Angel starter Matt Shoemaker allowed one run on two hits in five innings. Naquin's second homer of the spring was the only run he allowed. 
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Cleveland Indians' Trevor Bauer has a lot of things  going his way, including a new pitch 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - Trevor Bauer is on a roll. 

He won 17 games last season and set a career high with 196 strikeouts. During his offseason workouts, he was timed throwing a three ounce 
weighted rubber ball 116.9 mph against a wall at the Driveline Baseball facility in Kent, Wash. Bauer, to fend off alarm among Indians fans 
worried that he may injure himself, made a point to say that it was a three ounce ball not a big-league baseball that weighs 5.52 ounces. 

In February, Bauer became the first player since Greg Swindell in 1991 to beat the Indians in arbitration. He received $6.525 million for the 
2018 season instead of the $5.3 million offer by the Indians. 

But the thing he's really excited about is the slider he's been working on all winter. Bauer always has an array of available pitches. He brought 
six with him to spring training - a two and four-seam fastball, curveball, cutter, change up and slider. 

He thinks the slider will give him a second distinctive off speed pitch to go along with his curveball. If it resembles the kind of breaking ball 
teammate Corey Kluber and Toronto's Marcus Stroman throw, so much the better. 

"I started to throw it a little last year," said Bauer. "It's kind of a modified cutter that turned into a slider. But this year I've got a dedicated slider. 
I'm hoping that will turn into a good pitch for me and gives me a second option for swing and miss." 



Bauer's first option to get a strikeout is his curveball. He struggled to find a second one last season because he said he threw his cutter and 
change up at nearly the same speed. 

"I threw them both kind of hard," he said. "They were middle speed pitches. I'm hoping the slider will give me another distinctive off-speed pitch 
to go with the curveball." 

Bauer's curveball can range from 78 mph to 82 mph. He says he'd like the slider to stay in the "mid 80s' compared to his 93 mph fastball that 
may increase a few ticks based on the work he did over the winter. 

Last season Bauer was 7-7 with a 5.24 ERA at the All-Star break. In the second half he went 10-2 with a 3.01 ERA. So what happened? 

"First off, if you look at the advance numbers, I pitched better in the first half than I did in the second half," said Bauer. "Part of it, maybe the 
majority of it, probably was just regression toward the mean. I was very unlucky in the first half and then things normalized and some of the luck 
balanced out. And the numbers more accurately showed the level at which I pitched." 

But there was more at work than just a regression toward the mean. Bauer started throwing his curveball more. 

"I've always been in favor of throwing more off-speed pitches," said Bauer. "For whatever reason I just never thought my fastball was that good. 
So relying less on the fastball and more on the off-speed pitches was big. A lot of that was the curveball because I really didn't have another off 
speed pitch. . .That's another thing I think the slider will help me with this year." 

Bauer, 27, is under team control for three more years. He would seem to be a good candidate for an extension. The Indians did it with fellow 
starters Kluber and Carlos Carrasco. When asked if there had been any conversation about an extension, Bauer said, "I don't think that's 
something I want to discuss." 

There is talk that this is the Indians' senior year because several players will be eligible for free agency at the end of the 2018 season. They 
reached Game 7 of the World Series in 2016 and were upset by the Yankees in the ALDS last year after having a 2-0 lead. 

Bauer did not necessarily agree with line of reasoning. 

"It's not like we don't have an opportunity to win just like we've had for the last three or four years," he said. "We have a group of young talented 
players here and we're looking to put ourselves in a position to finish it off this year. Then we'll handle next off season when it comes. 

"It makes no sense to worry about next year now when we're still trying to get ready for this year. That's a job for fans and reporters." 

The video of Bauer throwing that three ounce rubber ball against the wall at 116.9 mph does not last long. He was asked how it helped him in 
preparation for this season. 

"It's like speed work in the weight room," he said. "There's a progression -- you train strength, you train power, then you train speed. It helps get 
the arm strength up. It helps train my body to move faster so hopefully some of the neurological firings will transfer to the baseball. 

"My velocity off the mound was up about a half mph at the top end and a full mph on average. Hopefully we'll see that play out this season." 
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