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Inbox: Will Gordon take over at shortstop? 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | March 20, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- There's just a little more than a week until Opening Day on March 29, and the Twins were hit with some adversity this 
week with the announcement of Jorge Polanco's 80-game suspension for the use of a performance-enhancing drug. 
 
Polanco was one of the club's better players in the second half, and he was looking to solidify himself as the starting shortstop of the future, but 
now some of that is in doubt. There are plenty of ripple effects in the organization because of the suspension, which leads us right into this week's 
Twins Inbox: 
 
Rhett Bollinger 
@RhettBollinger 
Looking for some questions for this week’s #MNTwins Inbox, so ask away. 
 
Johnnie Black 
@Jball0202 
Who starts the year at SS for them...and do we see Gordon take over there at some point this year? 
 
Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey and manager Paul Molitor both said on Monday that it's an opportunity for Eduardo Escobar to provide 
a boost at shortstop, much like he did late last season at third base when Miguel Sano missed nearly 40 games with a left shin injury. Escobar is 
expected to be the Opening Day shortstop, and Ehire Adrianza will serve as his backup. Adrianza is a much better defender than Escobar, but 
Escobar provides much more power offensively. 
 
Falvey cautioned not to assume that the Twins will fill Polanco's spot with another infielder, but Erick Aybar's chances of making the roster did 
see a boost because of the suspension. The suspension opens a 40-man roster spot that can be used on a non-roster player such as Aybar. 
 
As for Nick Gordon, the club's No. 4 prospect per MLB Pipeline, he has to perform well at Triple-A Rochester, but the 22-year-old could make an 
impact earlier this season than originally expected. Gordon was impressive offensively this spring before getting reassigned to Minor League 
camp on Sunday. But he needs to continue to work on his defense at short. 
  
Brad Nierenhausen 
@bradley_48 
Why did Gordon spend such little time at SS during the spring and if he had spent more time, would he have a better chance to compete right now 
given the Polanco news? 
 
Gordon moved around between second and short this spring, as the Twins want him to remain versatile, although Falvey said Monday he still sees 
Gordon as a shortstop. Minnesota didn't know Polanco was getting suspended until Sunday, but Gordon has yet to reach Triple-A, so Escobar and 
Adrianza were always going to be ahead of him on the depth chart. 
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Jonas Maurer 
@sirjonas22 
In light of the Polanco suspension do you think the front office will be more inclined to make a deal with Dozier? 
 
 
The Twins still aren't looking to extend Brian Dozier this spring, but Polanco's suspension could change their long-term outlook on their middle-
infield depth going forward. But some of that could depend on how Polanco fares upon returning from the suspension. Falvey, though, said 
Monday this doesn't change the organization's overall view on Polanco, who is under team control through 2022. Right-hander Ervin Santana was 
suspended for the same substance in '15, but he returned just as effective and didn't see his standing within the organization change. 
  
Sephstef 
@sephstef 
When Trevor May returns this summer, which pitchers should be worried? 
 
The additions of Jake Odorizzi and Lance Lynn could change things for Trevor May, as the Twins now have more rotation depth. Jose Berrios is 
coming off a strong year and appears to be on the ascent, while Santana is likely to return by early May after his finger surgery. Kyle Gibson is 
the fifth starter, and he has the most to prove, especially to show his big second half wasn't a fluke. 
 
Of course, injuries happen, which could open a spot for May, but he also has other competition such as Adalberto Mejia, Fernando Romero and 
Stephen Gonsalves in the Minors. May, 28, still has the stuff and the build to be a starter, but he's going to have to earn his way back into the 
rotation this season, once healthy. And because of the rotation depth, there's a chance he could return to the bullpen, where he had success in 
2015. 
 
Ross Torgerson 
@RossTorgerson 
When can we expect a ruling on the Sano investigation? 
 
Falvey said on Monday there remains no update on when MLB's investigation into Sano's alleged sexual assault will conclude. The Twins are 
hopeful it'll be resolved before Opening Day, and they have prepared contingency plans in case of a suspension, but there's still no official 
timeline. 
  
Eric Braun 
@ericbraun 
Did Buxton actually get CS today? Does that mean he is fallible? 
 
In one of the rarest events of Spring Training, Byron Buxton did get caught stealing against the Pirates on Monday, but it was a close play, and 
Buxton thought he was safe. He went 29-for-30 on stolen-base attempts last year, only getting thrown out when he overslid the bag in Baltimore. 
Buxton is making it a point this spring to be even more aggressive on the bases, so look for him to increase his stolen-base total this year. 
 
 
Why new Twins pitcher Jake Odorizzi isn't afraid to throw high fastballs 
Chris Hine | Star Tribune | March 20, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. – Through the first part of a pitcher's career — Little League, travel ball, high school — coaches often tell him to keep the 
ball down. Hitters are less likely to do damage when your pitches are down in the zone, the thinking goes, even if you don't throw it well. 
 
Major League Baseball has thrown out that logic in recent years — and the Twins have someone in their rotation who was at the forefront of this 
revolution. 
 
Last month the Twins traded for Jake Odorizzi, who comes from a Rays staff that embraced throwing frequent high four-seam fastballs in an 
attempt to generate as many swings and misses as possible. 
 
The Rays threw the third-most four-seam fastballs last season, according to MLB.com's Statcast, with Odorizzi making his living up in the zone 
the past few seasons. 
 
"It's just something I've always been able to do, and I haven't adopted that style, it's just how I always pitched," Odorizzi said last week. 
 
But the Rays were the first team that didn't try to change Odorizzi and get him to throw lower. The righthanded starter doesn't have an especially 
fast four-seamer — it has averaged between 90.9 and 91.9 miles per hour since 2012 — but he found success from 2014 through 2016 by 
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featuring it up in the zone. 
 
The Rays encouraged this as hitters tried to gear their swings toward more solid contact on low pitches — a cat-and-mouse game with the Rays 
trying to stay ahead. 
 
Odorizzi embraced this philosophy, and from 2014-16 he had a 3.72 ERA and a fielding-independent pitching mark of 3.91, a metric that 
calculates how a pitcher performs regardless of the defense behind him. 
 
Odorizzi said it is important not to throw fastballs for the sake of throwing high fastballs. 
 
"It's the right timing, the effectiveness," Odorizzi said. "You have to throw down in the zone to establish the strike zone. Off-speed, same thing. 
They play off each other. I've always been good at putting it in a good location where it looks pretty tantalizing, I guess you could say." 
 
Perhaps it was a little too tantalizing in 2017. Odorizzi had a 5.43 FIP and allowed a career-high 30 home runs in 143⅓ innings during an injury-
filled 2017 season. 
 
Perhaps being healthy will help him regain his form. But don't expect him to change how he pitches. 
 
"I was always told, 'If one of the hitters' strengths is what your strength is, you should always rely on your strength,' " Odorizzi said. 
 
"If you're getting beat, you're getting beat with the best you can put out there. Sometimes it might not be their best day, even if they're good at it. I 
think a lot of times pitchers overthink things and give too much credit [to hitters]. When in doubt, you always go with your strengths over a 
hitter's weakness." 
 
That means expect a heavy dose of high fastballs whenever Odorizzi has the ball. 
 
 
Rule 5 pick Tyler Kinley makes bid to stick with Twins 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | March 21, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, FLA. – Twins manager Paul Molitor referred to relief pitcher Tyler Kinley by his nickname. 
 
“We’re going to keep evaluating ‘T.K.’ the best we can,” Molitor said. “We talked about trying to get him longer stints and get him up in the 
game a little earlier, some of the things you want to see here if we get an opportunity.” 
 
Pitching coach Garvin Alston is not yet that comfortable with what to call the rookie. 
 
“I said it once or twice,” Alston said with a slight grimace. “I’m going with ‘Kinz’ for now.” 
 
No one wants to go there, and it is understood. Former Twins manager Tom Kelly encouraged everyone he met to refer to him as T.K., and 
anytime T.K. is mentioned in the Upper Midwest, it reminds folks of two World Series championships. 
 
 Kinley’s presence in camp, however, could force the Twins to get used to using T.K. on a frequent basis again. The rocket-armed righthander has 
had a few impressive outings in camp as he attempts to stick with the team as a Rule 5 draft pick — under that rule, the Twins must keep Kinley 
on their 25-man roster for the entire season, offer him back to the Miami Marlins or work out a deal to keep him — an unusual occurrence for a 
team looking to repeat last season’s trip to the postseason. 
 
 “It’s probably the most common generalization about the Rule 5s,” Molitor said. “Teams that supposedly are going to be good have trouble 
affording that spot. I don’t know if that is always true. It depends on the person.” 
 
The T.K. conundrum exists only because of a historical event that changed Kinley’s family forever. He’s a great-great-great nephew of former 
President William McKinley, who was assassinated in 1901. McKinley had two daughters who died young, and there was concern others in the 
family would be targeted. 
 
“After he was assassinated, it was suggested to [my forefathers] that we drop the first two letters for safety,” Kinley said. 
 
So Kinley is known more for his arm than his heritage. 
 
Kinley was drafted by the Marlins in the 16th round in 2013 but left off Miami’s roster after a 2017 season during which he posted a 1.98 ERA at 
Class A Jupiter but a 5.19 ERA at Class AA Jacksonville. He averaged 12.2 strikeouts per nine innings between those stops, but also 3.7 walks. 
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Still, the Twins see something — or hear something when his fastball socks into the catcher’s mitt. They monitored him as he pitched for Licey in 
the Dominican winter league this offseason, where Kinley ripped off an 18-inning scoreless streak and finished with an 0.47 ERA in 14 games 
there, striking out 32 batters over 19 innings. 
 
“A potential power arm for our bullpen,” pro scouting director Brad Steil said Dec. 14 following the Rule 5 draft. 
 
The Twins definitely have seen that potential in camp. He still has control issues (six walks in 10 innings), but has 11 strikeouts in nine spring 
outings. During a March 5 outing against the Phillies, Kinley hit 99 miles per hour on the radar gun and flashed a 91-mph slider. 
 
That combination can be devastating to hitters, because of how difficult it is to gear up for a fastball, then adjust to a pitch that suddenly darts 
away. But it means little if Kinley is unable to throw strikes with his slider. 
 
Less-polished hitters might chase his slider and allow Kinley to put up impressive numbers. But major league hitters will ignore his slider, and sit 
on his fastball, if he can’t throw strikes with it. 
 
“Yeah, that’s a part of it,” said Kinley, 27. “I think that just comes with repetition and throwing it at game intensity. We throw bullpens and play 
catch all the time, [but] it is hard to mimic that intensity of a batter stepping in.” 
 
The other challenge is winning a spot in a bullpen with few vacancies. 
 
Closer Fernando Rodney, righthanders Addison Reed, Trevor Hildenberger and Ryan Pressly and lefthanders Zack Duke and Taylor Rogers are 
expected to be part of the relief corps. After that group, Kinley is in the mix with righthander Alan Busenitz and lefthander Gabriel Moya. The 
Twins also wouldn’t mind having a long reliever, although Tyler Duffey and Phil Hughes are better suited for that role. 
 
The Twins were going to open with four starters and eight relievers during the first month of the regular season, which includes four off days. 
Since the signing of righthander Lance Lynn, the Twins are now considering going to a five-man rotation earlier. That would create a seven-man 
bullpen, and less room for Kinley. 
 
So the better Kinley commands his slider — he was sharp for two innings Monday against the Pirates before being hit hard in a third, raising his 
camp ERA to 4.50 — the harder he makes the Twins’ decision. 
 
“If he’s able to throw his slider for strikes, early in the count, game over,” Alston said. “It’s pretty good.” 
 
It also increases the chances the Twins will have two T.K.s in town. 
 
 
Twins' Kyle Gibson finds a rhythm in tuneup for regular season 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | March 21, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, FLA. – If Tuesday was any indication, Kyle Gibson is ready to start the regular season. 
 
The Twins righthander threw six scoreless innings for Class AAA Rochester in a game against Durham, not giving up a hit after the second 
inning. He faced one batter over the minimum, throwing 95 pitches. 
 
He eventually found a good, quick rhythm and stayed with it. 
 
“It was more crisp after the second inning,” he said. 
 
Since the Twins were off Tuesday, Gibson went to the minor league side to stay on schedule. The plan is for him to have one more tuneup outing 
before the games count. 
 
“At times, there were pitches that I wasn’t happy with,” he said. “The changeup was probably as bad as it was all spring. Then it got a little better 
toward the end. For me, it was about getting to the sixth, getting to 90 pitches and feeling healthy.” 
 
Bobby Wilson came over from the major league camp to catch Gibson. 
 
Gibson will be part of a rotation that includes Jose Berrios, Jake Odorizzi and Lance Lynn. Twins manager Paul Molitor, who watched the outing 
Tuesday, is close to setting the rotation and announcing how soon he will use a fifth starter. That will affect Phil Hughes’ chances of making the 
Opening Day roster. 
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Players signed 
 
The Twins have signed all of their players with zero to three years of experience — a group that includes Miguel Sano, Byron Buxton, Eddie 
Rosario, Jorge Polanco and Max Kepler — to one-year contracts. The club did not renew any contracts, which happens when the sides can’t agree 
on a one-year deal. 
 
The Twins are expected to approach some of their young players, such as Buxton, about multiyear deals this season. 
 
On deck 
 
The Twins will play host to Pittsburgh on Wednesday. Berrios will start for the Twins while righthander Trevor Williams will start for the Pirates. 
 
 
Source: Twins place Kennys Vargas on waivers 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | March 21, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. –Unable to find a suitable trade offer for Kennys Vargas, the Twins’ have placed the switch-hitting slugger on waivers, 
according to a person with direct knowledge. 
 
Designated for release or assignment on March 16, Vargas’ 48-hour waiver period started on Tuesday. If he goes unclaimed by the other 29 clubs 
as of midday Thursday, he would remain in the Twins’ minor-league system, where he has been since 2009. 
 
Rival clubs, however, believe the 27-year-old first baseman would likely be claimed on waivers despite the fact he is out of minor-league options. 
The rebuilding Tampa Bay Rays and their fellow American League East rival Baltimore Orioles are among the clubs with potential interest in 
Vargas, who appears to fit best in the AL with the designated hitter role as an option. 
 
To acquire Triple-A outfielder Jake Cave from the New York Yankees last week, the Twins gave up only 19-year-old righty Luis Gil, who has yet 
to pitch above the Dominican Summer League. Cave still has all three of his minor-league option years remaining. 
 
Former Philadelphia Phillies first baseman Tommy Joseph, who hit 43 combined homers the past two seasons, was lost on waivers to the Texas 
Rangers on Monday after being designated for assignment. Vargas has 35 total homers and a .437 slugging percentage in 859 career plate 
appearances in the majors, dating to 2014. 
 
 
Nick Gordon getting more comfortable even as Twins search for his position 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | March 20, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — Nick Gordon felt more comfortable in every facet of his second big-league camp and it was hard not to notice. 
 
Though the 2014 first-round pick exited for minor-league camp late Sunday, it shouldn’t be viewed as a down moment. In fact, it’s quite the 
opposite, and the Twins’ prospect could feel it. 
 
After a showing that included hitting .409/.435/.636 with one double and two triples in 23 plate appearances while playing second base and 
shortstop, Gordon walked out to a bunch of “atta boys” from the Twins coaching staff and his teammates. He’s content to know he gave the 
major-league staff a view of what he can do. Now, Gordon wants to make sure he maintains the good head start he showed Paul Molitor and Co. 
over the last month through consistency. 
 
“No matter what happens in spring, you’ve got to be consistent throughout the season,” Gordon said. “Whatever you worked on, you can’t forget 
about. For me, it’s just continuing it all, playing my heart out every time I touch the field. Wherever you go, you’ve got to act like somebody is 
watching.” 
 
The fifth overall pick three-plus years ago and No. 4 prospect in the farm system, Gordon is likely to draw more eyes than most of his peers. 
 
Currently that intrigue surrounds what position Gordon will call home, a debate that received a little more fuel three days ago when his older 
brother, Seattle Mariners second baseman Dee Gordon, tweeted asking why Nick hadn’t played more shortstop this spring. 
 
 The fifth-year pro has spent most of his time at shortstop, though he was introduced to second base last season at Double-A Chattanooga and 
played 114 innings there. Some scouts have suggested that Nick Gordon might be a more natural fit at second base over shortstop. One American 
League scout recently said Gordon could play shortstop, but his “arm (is) better suited for second base.” 
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The Twins increased Gordon’s playing time on the right side of the infield this spring in an effort to make their prospect more versatile. With 
Brian Dozier potentially headed for free agency, it would only seem natural to have Gordon ready to play there in case of an opening in 2019. 
 
Of Gordon’s 52 innings played in the field this spring, 40 were at second base. But manager Paul Molitor would like to see Gordon continue to 
accrue time at both positions. 
 
“I don’t know exactly the plan, but I would advise that they would do that if I get asked,” Molitor said. 
 
Of course, Gordon wants to stick at shortstop. Who wouldn’t? But when he was asked about his future position on Sunday, Gordon wisely took 
the high road. He’s aware that playing second base ultimately could be the key to reaching the big leagues faster, and that’s the goal. 
 
“I want to play wherever I can play to get on the field, wherever is the best opportunity for me and the team to win,” Gordon said. “Whatever we 
need, I’m definitely up for that. I’m up for challenges whenever. It’s a game of challenges.” 
 
Gordon closely worked with infield coach Gene Glynn this spring to master those challenges. The two were also paired together in spring 2017 
and Glynn has seen a lot of progress as well as an increase in comfort from Gordon. Given that Gordon moved around the infield a lot more this 
spring and saw a variety of angles to first base, Glynn wanted to help him become more comfortable with the different type of throws. Glynn 
thinks Gordon had an excellent all-around spring and now comes the fine-tuning. 
 
“It’s the rhythm and tempo after the catch to finish,” Glynn said. “Most of the time I believe that’s a really good position to be in because you’re 
learning the game at different positions. But yet sometimes it’s tough to answer that call when you’re a lot further away. 
 
“One day you’re making a play deep in the hole at shortstop and the next you’re making a diving stop over by first base. People think it’s easy, 
but it makes it a little bit tougher.” 
 
Gordon’s takeaway from Glynn once again surrounds consistency. 
 
“I worked with Geno a lot on always having that same feel,” Gordon said. “Knowing and finishing the play. It’s separating the catch from the 
throw and not trying to do it together.” 
 
If Gordon didn’t feel confident in his actions, it was difficult to tell. And it certainly didn’t carry over to his offensive approach either, where 
Molitor and chief baseball officer Derek Falvey were very impressed with his plate appearances. 
 
“Nick, gosh, had a great camp,” Falvey said. “He said to us last year he came into camp, eyes wide open. Things go fast in your first camp. This 
year he felt like he was much more confident. And I think we saw that on the field. His at-bats were so good.” 
 
Falvey said Gordon’s primary position is shortstop. But the plan is to move him around in order to make him more versatile. He wouldn’t commit 
to Gordon’s future path on the field. But, Falvey added that versatility “would be beneficial to him.” 
 
The way he exited has Gordon in a good spot. He was sent to minor-league camp on the same day shortstop Jorge Polanco received an 80-game 
suspension, which caught the attention of some fans. The common theme there was why not give Gordon the shot? 
 
Perhaps he’ll get the chance in the future. But for now, Gordon is worried about maintaining this level of play for the entire season. He’s pleased 
to have shown the Twins what he’s about and wants to continue to do so. 
 
“It feels good because that’s what you always want,” Gordon said. “You always want people to see what you can go out there and do. I had some 
ups and I had some downs this spring, too. But definitely it’s all a part of the game and living to see another day. 
 
“I was consistent (last season), but I could be more consistent and there’s always room to get better.” 
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