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 ESPNChicago.com, Cubs shortstop Javier Baez leaves loss after being hit near elbow 
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23825301/chicago-cubs-javier-baez-leaves-game-being-hit-
elbow 
 

 ESPNChicago.com, Cubs make their move from going yard to getting on board 
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23816620/cubs-make-their-move-going-yard-getting-board 

 

 NBC Sports Chicago, For now, it appears Javy Baez has avoided serious injury on hit-by-pitch 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/uh-oh-javy-baez-forced-out-game-after-hit-pitch-injury-
elbow-addison-russell-cardinals 
 

 NBC Sports Chicago, The Cubs are in a way better spot than they were a year ago 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/cubs-are-way-better-spot-they-were-year-ago-world-
series-nlcs-2016-2017-2018-playoffs 

 

 Chicago Tribune, Cubs blanked 5-0 by Cardinals as Javier Baez leaves game with bruised elbow 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-cardinals-20180617-story.html 
 

 Chicago Tribune, Pedro Strop says 2018 Cubs bullpen is the best he has been a part of 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-bullpen-pedro-strop-20180617-
story.html 
 

 Chicago Tribune, Joe Maddon defends his decision to put Anthony Bass in over Steve Cishek 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-joe-maddon-20180618-
story.html 
 

 Chicago Tribune, Dodgers and Cubs could be headed for another postseason showdown 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-dodgers-paul-sullivan-20180617-
story.html 

 

 Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs’ Javy Baez leaves game with arm injury after being hit by pitch 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-javy-baez-leaves-game-with-arm-injury-after-being-hit-
by-pitch/ 
 

 Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs test NL mettle with 7 of next 11 against league-champ Dodgers 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-test-nl-mettle-with-7-of-next-11-against-defending-nl-
champs/ 
 

 Chicago Sun-Times, Does the NL’s top All-Star candidate who won’t make the team play for the 
Cubs? 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/does-the-nls-top-all-star-candidate-who-wont-make-the-
team-play-for-the-cubs/ 
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 Chicago Sun-Times, Mike Montgomery tries to force Cubs into tough decision once Yu Darvish 
healthy 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/mike-montgomery-tries-to-force-cubs-into-tough-decision-
once-yu-darvish-healthy/ 

 

 Daily Herald, Scouting report: Cubs vs. Los Angeles Dodgers 
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180617/scouting-report-cubs-vs-los-angeles-dodgers 

 

 The Athletic, Joe Maddon’s state of the Cubs: ‘Two Out of Three Ain’t Bad’ 
https://theathletic.com/397218/2018/06/18/joe-maddons-state-of-the-cubs-two-out-of-three-aint-
bad/ 
 

 The Athletic, Cubs breathe a sigh of relief with Javier Báez saying: ‘I’m good’ 
https://theathletic.com/397190/2018/06/18/cubs-breathe-a-sigh-of-relief-with-javier-baez-saying-
im-good/ 

 

 Cubs.com, Baez hurt on HBP as Cubs miss out on sweep 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/javier-baez-hurt-in-cubs-loss-to-cardinals/c-281740424 
 

 Cubs.com, Cishek cherishes time with his two daughters 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/steve-cishek-enjoys-being-a-father/c-281635670 
 

 Cubs.com, Darvish's next step will be sim game on Tuesday 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/yu-darvish-will-throw-a-sim-game-on-tuesday/c-281703532 

 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs shortstop Javier Baez leaves loss after being hit near elbow 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
ST. LOUIS -- Chicago Cubs infielder Javier Baez left Sunday's 5-0 loss to the St. Louis Cardinals after 
getting hit on his left elbow by a pitch from Cardinals pitcher Jack Flaherty in the top of the third inning. 
 
After the game, Baez said he thinks he'll be OK. 
 
"I'm fine, just really sore. He got me really good right on the elbow," Baez said. "I thought the pain was 
going to go away right away, but it kind of numbed my whole arm and even my ribs. We've been icing it, 
and it feels pretty sore, but right now I'm good." 
 
Baez, 25, was in immediate pain after he was struck, eventually going to the ground as the Cubs' training 
staff, along with manager Joe Maddon, attended to him. Addison Russell replaced him in the lineup. 
 
"Everything checked out OK," Maddon said. "He got it in a bad spot. It's going to sting and burn and that 
kind of stuff." 
 
The injury was diagnosed as a left elbow contusion. The Cubs didn't feel he needed X-rays but could re-
evaluate Monday in Chicago. 
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The infielder said he wants to play against the Los Angeles Dodgers on Monday night but couldn't say for 
sure he would be able to. He had an arm length bandage stretching over his elbow while at his locker 
addressing reporters. He also said he didn't move his elbow for "about an hour" after getting hit. 
 
"I can move it way better now, but it's still pretty sore," Baez said. 
 
The Cubs are built to withstand an injury to a regular starter like Baez as Ben Zobrist or Ian Happ can fill 
in at second base, though Russell would have to take all the starts at shortstop if Baez missed significant 
time. 
 
Meanwhile, the Cubs won two of three from the Cardinals, though they there were shut out for the 
third time in five games. They remain neck-and-neck with the Milwaukee Brewers in the NL Central. 
They were briefly tied with Milwaukee for first place before dropping back by a 1/2 game after the loss 
Sunday. 
 
The news could have been a lot of worse if Baez had broken any bones. He leads the Cubs with 14 home 
runs and 46 RBIs. There's a chance he could play Monday, though Maddon is likely to be cautious. 
 
"I hope I'm in there," Baez said. "We will see tomorrow ... I can hold a lot of pain." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs make their move from going yard to getting on board 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
ST. LOUIS -- For much of the season, there has been a power outage on the north side of Chicago, as the 
Cubs have worked to transform their offense from one of many strikeouts and home runs to one that 
makes more contact. Of course, they want to keep the long ball in play -- and they're starting to deliver 
home runs as well -- but right now they rank just eighth in the National League in homers per game (1.1) 
after missing out on the league lead last season by just one big fly. 
 
"That's not a good thing because power was down for my team last year," hitting coach Chili Davis said 
with a half-smile on Saturday before the Chicago Cubs played the St. Louis Cardinals. 
 
Unprompted, Davis addressed the small elephant in the room. Last year, his Boston Red Sox hitters were 
last in the American League in home runs but currently rank second in that category. Meanwhile, the 
Cubs are the team now hitting fewer homers under Davis, but they are striking out less as well. 
 
"It makes sense because if you're up there swinging for home runs, you're going to strike out more," 
Davis said. "You're going to leave your zone more, and your swings will be bigger." 
 
Currently, the Cubs chase pitches out of the strike zone 1 percent less than they did last season, so 
perhaps the message for more contact is getting through. But who doesn't like home runs? The goal is 
to hit homers at a high rate and make lots of contact, though that's easier said than done. 
 
"I think it's something we have to evaluate over a little bit of a longer period of time," general manager 
Jed Hoyer said regarding the Cubs' reduced power. "We haven't hit as many home runs, and in theory 
that's concerning, but it's a small sample. Let's look later on and see where we're at." 
 



 

Fair enough. It's what many players said as well, though some echoed Davis' thoughts: Fewer strikeouts 
probably mean fewer home runs. 
 
"I would say that's a natural thing," Kyle Schwarber said. "If you're going to make more contact, you 
might not take as big of a swing." 
 
Have the Cubs moved too far in that direction? There are days when the long ball is about all you might 
get, and the Cubs haven't been able to square up as many balls as they did in the past. For example, last 
Wednesday was a tough day to hit at Miller Park for both the Cubs and the Brewers. The roof was open 
on a sunny day, and there wasn't a cloud in the sky. Seeing the ball was an issue, and Lorenzo Cain 
accounted for the only run of the game with a solo home run. 
 
"The Brewers got their home run, and we didn't," manager Joe Maddon said afterward. 
 
Two days later, the Cubs played home run derby when they went deep three times against the Cardinals 
in a 13-5 win. According to ESPN Stats & Information research, the Cubs hit three homers in 18 percent 
of their games last season. That's down to 13.4 percent this year. The question the Cubs must answer is 
one that team president Theo Epstein asks often: Is it "baked" into their approach? 
 
"I prefer our guys to make adjustments with two strikes, but we're still full-throttle with less than two 
strikes," Maddon said. 
 
Perhaps the Cubs have some middle ground to find. After all, with Maddon and Davis preaching more 
contact and scoring runs with outs, it was bound to have an effect, but hitting home runs can never be a 
bad thing -- unless, of course, it's all anyone is swinging for. 
 
"The guys that have power are going to hit for power," Davis said. "You don't have to force power. ... It's 
when they try to hit for power when a guy isn't pitching to him, that becomes a problem." 
 
Does the early-season home run drought matter? 
 
Ben Zobrist and Jason Heyward celebrate another Cubs score. Jeff Curry/USA Today Sports 
Here's the thing about the Cubs: They ranked second in runs scored in the NL last season, with 5.07 runs 
per game, and they're leading the league this year going into their game against the Cardinals on Sunday 
night with only slightly fewer runs per game, at 5.03. How they've achieved that ranking each year looks 
decidedly different, in part because of the home run disparities. For example, in place of home runs, the 
Cubs have increased their batting average from sixth in the league last season to first. That equates to 
more run-scoring -- just not by the long ball. 
 
"It's overrated in teaching," Davis said. "If you're teaching hit the ball in the air, hit the ball out of the 
ballpark, that's how you are going to get paid, you have to be willing to accept lesser on-base 
percentage and a lot of strikeouts." 
 
Davis hit on the one thing that hasn't been mentioned yet: on-base percentage. It continues to be the 
most important team statistic in baseball. A good OBP is the common link between the Cubs of 2017 and 
2018. They led the league last season and currently do again. That's the stat that will get them to the 
playoffs -- no matter what warts you might think they have on offense. 
 
"We're all out there trying to do our jobs and put ourselves in the best position to win a baseball game," 
Schwarber said. "Getting on base is the simplest form of that." 
 



 

Consider this: From 2005 to 2017, every team that led the NL in on-base percentage made it to the 
postseason. Think about that for a moment. The best correlation between a statistic and making the 
playoffs isn't team ERA or home runs or even runs scored -- it's on-base percentage. Understanding why 
that is might be a whole other story, but if history means anything, it's good news for the Cubs. Going 
into Sunday, they lead the NL in on-base percentage by a whopping 14 points. There's a very good 
chance they'll finish first in that category for the third consecutive season. 
 
Some might lament the Cubs' inability to plate runners in scoring position, but because of that strong 
OBP, it's a misleading stat. The Cubs hit .252 with runners in scoring position, 10th in the NL, but they 
have scored the second-most runs in that situation because they create so many chances. Scoring runs is 
the name of the game, and even though it would be nice to score even more, with so many chances, the 
Cubs are scoring enough to produce a good record. 
 
The last idea that confuses fans is the notion that the Cubs lead the majors in games in which they've 
scored 10 or more runs, yet sometimes they revert back to struggling at the plate. But the anomalies are 
the high-scoring games, not the lower-scoring ones. In terms of plating three or fewer runs in a game, 
the Cubs are smack dab in the middle of the pack in the NL. It's going to happen -- even to good 
offenses. 
 
The bottom line is as long as the Cubs keep getting on base, their offense will be just fine. They'll really 
hit their stride once the home runs start to pile up, as they have started to this weekend against the 
Cardinals. One weakness, which hasn't changed from one year to the next, is getting home a runner 
from third base with fewer than two outs; the Cubs aren't very good at that. 
 
But for now, they'll take what they have while hoping to improve and counting on history to repeat 
itself. 
 
"As of right now, our power is a little bit down, but our averages are higher," shortstop Addison Russell 
said. "It may go hand in hand, but as long as we get on base, good things usually happen." 
 
Just ask all those teams that led the league in OBP. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
For now, it appears Javy Baez has avoided serious injury on hit-by-pitch 
By Tony Andracki 
 
ST. LOUIS — Cubs nation can breathe a sigh of relief for now. 
 
The team announced Javy Baez has a left elbow contusion after taking a 90 mph fastball off it in the 
third inning of Sunday night's game. He was initially scheduled for an X-ray to make sure there is nothing 
more sinister at play, but that was deemed not necessary throughout the course of the game and it 
looks as if the Cubs' dynamic young infielder has avoided serious injury. 
 
"I'm fine. Just really sore," Baez said. "It got me really good right on the elbow. I thought the pain was 
gonna go away right away but kinda numbed my whole arm. We've been icing it. It feels pretty sore, but 
right now, I'm good." 
 



 

Baez said he didn't move his arm for almost an hour after getting hit, but wasn't experiencing any 
numbness or lack of feeling in his left hand or fingers after the game. He didn't rule out playing in 
Monday night's homestand opener at Wrigley Field. 
 
Still, this is not what the Cubs wanted to see. 
 
The Cubs entered play Sunday night having gone 24-12 since getting swept out of St. Louis in the first 
weekend of May. They were feeling good about themselves, starting to get their mojo back and playing 
more like the team everybody expected. 
 
And then Baez took a fastball off the left elbow. 
 
After a couple minute delay, Baez was led off the field and Addison Russell came in off the bench to 
replace him at first base. 
 
The 25-year-old is in the midst of a breakout season for the Cubs, sitting 5th in the National League with 
46 RBI and on pace for a near 30-30 season (33 homers, 29 stolen bases).  
 
He had slowed a bit (.175 average, .502 OPS in June) but still gives the Cubs so much energy and 
versatility on a daily basis with his ability to move around the infield and lineup. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
The Cubs are in a way better spot than they were a year ago 
By Tony Andracki 
 
ST. LOUIS — It's night and day watching the 2018 Cubs compared to the 2017 version. 
 
Even with the injury to Javy Baez Sunday night, the Cubs are in a way better spot now than they were a 
year ago. 
 
On June 17 of last season, the Cubs sat at 33-34 with a run differential of just +6. 
 
They looked flat more often than not. "Hangover" was the word thrown around most and it was true — 
the Cubs really did have a World Series hangover. 
 
They admit that freely and it's also totally understandable. Not only did they win one of the most 
mentally and physically draining World Series in history, but they also ended a 108-year championship 
drought and the weight of that accomplishment was simply staggering.  
 
The 2018 iteration of the Cubs are completely different.  
 
Even though they didn't finish off the sweep of their division rivals in St. Louis Sunday night, they're still 
only a half-game behind the Milwaukee Brewers in the NL Central and for the best record in the league. 
A +95 run differential paced the NL and sat behind only the Houston Astros (+157), Boston Red Sox 
(+102) and New York Yankees (+98) in the AL. 
 
Through 67 games, the Cubs sat at 40-27, 13 games above .500 compared to a game below .500 at the 
same point last summer. 
 



 

What's been the main difference? 
 
"Energy," Joe Maddon said simply. "Coming off the World Series, it was really hard to get us kickstarted. 
It was just different. I thought the fatigue generated from the previous two years, playing that deeply 
into the year. A lot of young guys on the team last year. 
 
"We just could not get it kickstarted. This year, came out of camp with a fresher attitude. Not like we've 
been killing it to this point; we've been doing a lot better, but I didn't even realize that's the difference 
between last year and this year. 
 
"If anything, I would just pinpoint it on energy." 
 
Of course the physical component is easy to see. The Cubs played past Halloweeen in 2016 and then had 
so many demands for street namings and talk shows and TV appearances and Disney World and on and 
on. That would leave anybody exhausted with such a shortened offseason. 
 
There's also the mental component. The Cubs came into 2018 with a chip on their shoulder after 
running into a wall in the NLCS last fall against the Los Angeles Dodgers. They have a renewed focus and 
intensity. 
 
But there's still plenty of room for more. The Cubs aren't happy with the best record and run differential 
in the NL. They know they still haven't fully hit their stride yet, even amidst a 24-13 stretch over the last 
five weeks. 
 
"I think we've been pretty consistent," Jon Lester said. "We've had some ups and downs on both sides of 
the ball as far as pitching and hitting. But the biggest thing is our bullpen and our defense has been 
pretty solid all year. 
 
"That's kept us in those games. When we do lose — you're gonna have the anomalies every once in a 
while and get blown out — we're in every single game. It's all we can do. Keep grinding it out. 
 
"Our offense will be fine. Our defense and the back end of our bullpen has done an unbelievable job of 
keeping us in these games. And if we contribute as a starting five, even better.  
 
"You have the games where our guys get feeling sexy about themselves and score some runs. That's 
where the snowball effect and we get on that little bit of a run. I feel like we've been on a few runs, it 
just hasn't been an extended period of time. I don't have any concerns as far as inside this clubhouse." 
 
Lester hit the nail on the head. The Cubs sit at this point with only 1 win from Yu Darvish, Tyler 
Chatwood struggling with command and low power numbers from several guys including Kris Bryant. 
 
Throw in the fact that Joe Maddon's Cubs teams always seem to get into a groove in August and 
September when they're fresher and "friskier" than the rest of the league and this team is currently in 
very good shape for the remainder of the year.  
 
If they can get 3 wins away from the World Series after going 33-34, the sky should be the limit for a 
2018 squad that's in a much better position 67 games in. 
 
-- 
 



 

Chicago Tribune 
Cubs blanked 5-0 by Cardinals as Javier Baez leaves game with bruised elbow 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Manager Joe Maddon believes the Cubs are as good as any team in the National League, but they might 
be without the services of valuable infielder Javier Baez for at least Monday night’s series opener against 
the defending NL champion Dodgers. 
 
Initial tests revealed Baez, who leads the Cubs with 14 home runs, suffered a bruised left elbow after 
getting drilled by a pitch from rookie starter Jack Flaherty in the third inning of the Cubs’ 5-0 loss to the 
Cardinals on Sunday night. Baez left the game immediately. 
 
“I’m fine, just really sore,” said Baez, who hopes he won’t need X-rays. “It got me really good right on 
the elbow. I thought the pain was going to go right way, but it numbed my whole arm and even my 
ribs.” 
 
After icing and other treatments, Baez didn’t rule out the possibility of playing Monday night. 
 
“It’s actually feeling pretty good,” Baez said. 
 
Although Baez is hitting .175 (7-for-40) in June, he arguably has been the Cubs’ most valuable player this 
season because of his power, fielding prowess and versatility. 
 
The Cubs were held to four hits by the Cardinals as they missed an opportunity for their first series 
sweep at Busch Stadium since 2010. 
 
Jose Quintana held the Cardinals scoreless until the sixth when he allowed two singles. Anthony Bass 
took over for Quintana and induced Marcell Ozuna to hit a grounder to deep short, where Addison 
Russell — Baez’s replacement at shortstop — elected to throw to first base instead of getting a force 
play at third. 
 
Russell’s throw was low, and Ozuna was credited with a hit. Yadier Molina’s double-play grounder 
scored Harrison Bader from third, and Jedd Gyorko followed with a single to score Tommy Pham. 
 
Maddon defended his decision to use Bass over Steve Cishek, adding that the damage would have been 
limited had Russell thrown to third. 
 
The Dodgers, meanwhile, present a different challenge than the NL Central rival Brewers and Cardinals. 
Despite placing 11 players on the DL, the Dodgers have won 21 of their last 27 games, including 11 of 
their last 14. 
 
In winning the 2017 NL Championship Series, the Dodgers struck out 53 Cubs batters in 44 innings, 
relying heavily on high fastballs that the Cubs frequently chased. 
 
“What we’ve done better is the guys not chasing that pitch,” Maddon said. “(Saturday night), we had a 
couple pitches called against us that were balls. You’re getting guys who are trying not to do that, and 
then you do the right thing and it’s called a strike. That’s my only concern. 
 
“I don’t want our guys necessarily changing the way they hit because it’s hard to go from a low-ball 
hitter to a high-ball hitter. But to understand how to not swing at that pitch or fight it off with two 
strikes, that would be the main point.” 



 

 
The Cubs haven’t made any major acquisitions of position players since the NLCS, but Jason Heyward 
believes he’s a different hitter than he was last October, when he went 0-for-5 in the NLCS. 
 
“I’m better equipped to be able to cover the whole plate more often,” said Heyward, who was batting 
.354 in his last 15 games before going 0-for-3 on Sunday. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Pedro Strop says 2018 Cubs bullpen is the best he has been a part of 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Pedro Strop paused before smiling when asked if this was the best bullpen he has been a part of during 
his six seasons with the Cubs. 
 
“Numbers-wise, yeah,” Strop said. “It’s got to be the best so far.” 
 
Cubs relievers entered Sunday night’s game against the Cardinals with a 2.68 ERA — 70 points lower 
than the 2015 bullpen and nearly a run lower than the 2016 World Series champion’s cast of relievers 
(3.56). 
 
Strop, who has a 1.88 ERA in 29 appearances, said the depth and versatility of the bullpen stands out 
among bullpens he has pitched for since joining the Cubs midway through the 2013 season. 
 
The Cubs have excelled despite the loss of setup man Carl Edwards Jr. for the past 2½ weeks with right 
shoulder inflammation. Edwards is expected to throw his first bullpen session when the Cubs return 
home this week for a three-game series against the Dodgers. 
 
“We need him,” Strop said. “We want him back, and I can back him up the way it’s supposed to be.” 
 
Edwards hasn’t pitched since May 29, but Maddon has been encouraged by his recovery. 
 
“Everything is pointing the right direction,” Maddon said. 
 
Strop also praised the comeback of left-hander Justin Wilson, who hasn’t allowed a run in his last 11 1/3 
innings after walking in the winning run against the Reds in Cincinnati on May 19. 
 
“Since then, he’s like the guy who was closing games for Detroit.” 
 
Darvish’s next test: Yu Darvish’s rehabilitation has advanced to the point where he will throw a 
simulated game before Tuesday night’s game at Wrigley Field. 
 
Darvish has thrown two bullpen sessions and felt fine after playing catch Sunday. The Cubs haven’t ruled 
out Darvish rejoining the rotation before the All-Star break, which is four weeks away. 
 
Darvish hasn’t pitched in a game since May 20, but he and the Cubs have mapped out a deliberate 
schedule. 
 
Extra innings: An agreement with first-round pick Nico Hoerner should be announced shortly, and 
negotiations involving third pick Cole Roederer will resume Monday. The Cubs announced they have 



 

signed 10 picks, including second pick Brennen Davis and fourth pick Paul Richan. … Uniformed 
members of the Cubs and Cardinals wore special blue caps and blue ribbons on their uniforms to raise 
awareness and funds for prostate cancer research. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Joe Maddon defends his decision to put Anthony Bass in over Steve Cishek 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Left-hander Jose Quintana wanted to work out of his sixth-inning mess Sunday night, but the odds were 
stacked against him in another sign of the Cubs’ feast-or-famine offense. 
 
Quintana was pulled after allowing two hits to start the sixth in a scoreless game, but manager Joe 
Maddon stood firm by his reasons to pull Quintana and summon Anthony Bass instead of Steve Cishek. 
The Cardinals scored a pair of runs in the inning and later pulled away to a 5-0 victory that prevented the 
Cubs from moving into sole possession of first place in the National League Central. 
 
“(Quintana) pitched well,” Maddon said. “It just got to the point with the first (two) guys getting on with 
all those righties coming up, I just thought we had to do something.” 
 
Maddon defended his decision to opt for Bass, saying shortstop Addison Russell could have thrown to 
third base for a potential force play instead of making a low throw to first that enabled Marcell Ozuna to 
reach first safely to load the bases. 
 
Bass induced Yadier Molina to ground into a double play that would have ended the inning but instead 
allowed the Cardinals to go ahead 1-0. 
 
“You can tell your folks on Twitter there was no reason to go to Cishek there,” Maddon said. “The score 
was tied, and I did not want to utilize him in that situation right there. Bass did great. Break it down.” 
 
With the loss, the Cubs concluded a 3-3 trip against NL Central rivals Milwaukee and St. Louis in which 
the starters allowed two runs or fewer in four of their six starts, yet none pitched more than six innings. 
 
Sunday’s loss marked the seventh time the Cubs have been blanked. In 10 other games, they’ve scored 
at least 10 runs. 
 
“It’s another moment where we can’t string anything together,” Maddon said as the Cubs didn’t 
advance a runner past second base after the fourth inning. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Dodgers and Cubs could be headed for another postseason showdown 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Five thoughts from the week in baseball: 
 
It was around this time last year that the Dodgers went on a hot streak that put them on pace to break 
the all-time record of 116 wins in a season. 
 



 

They were 35-25 on June 7 before going 46-11 over their next 57 games, virtually wrapping up the 
National League West by August. The Dodgers beat the Cubs 4-1 in the NL Championship Series with 
Clayton Kershaw, Yu Darvish and Rich Hill limiting the Cubs to five earned runs in a combined 22 1/3 
innings over their four starts. 
 
The Cubs simply lost to a better team, most of the experts said. 
 
But then the Dodgers lost a wild seven-game World Series to the Astros in which Darvish was pounded 
early in Game 7 at Dodger Stadium. 
 
Darvish and Brandon Morrow signed with the Cubs, and the Dodgers started 2018 looking nothing like 
the team that cruised to the World Series. 
 
Gasping for air on May 8, the Dodgers were nine games under .500 with a boatload of injuriesnjures, 
including shortstop Corey Seager, who was lost for the season. The outlook looked bleaker than 
Roseanne Barr’s career. 
 
As the Dodgers arrive at Wrigley Field on Monday for their rematch against the Cubs, Kershaw and Hill 
are on the disabled list (and Darvish, of course is on the Cubs’ DL). 
 
But somehow they’re still the favorites in the NL West, having won 21 of their last 28 games to move 1½ 
games behind the first-place Diamondbacks. They’re 11-3 in June with a major-league-high 34 home 
runs in the month, and their two big starters are on their way back. 
 
Hill is set to return to the rotation this week after two stints on the DL with a blister on his middle left 
finger. He has been out since May 20 and had laser treatment on the blister to speed up the healing 
process. Kershaw, who made one start after coming off the DL before going back on with a lower back 
strain, is expected to throw a simulated game this week and perhaps return to the rotation by the end 
of June. 
 
So we’re probably right back where we started, and the Cubs could face the Dodgers in the postseason 
for the third straight year. 
 
Go figure. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Javy Baez leaves game with arm injury after being hit by pitch 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
ST. LOUIS — Cubs infielder Javy Baez appeared to escape serious injury Sunday night after a scary few 
moments when he remained on the ground after being hit on the left elbow by a 90-mph pitch from 
Cardinals pitcher Jack Flaherty in the third inning. 
 
Baez held his arm in pain as a trainer attended to him, then left the game. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon, during an in-game interview during the game broadcast, said the pitch hit Baez 
right on the elbow, and his hand went numb. Maddon said he didn’t think it was serious. 
 
The team said an initial exam suggested Baez suffered a bruise on the elbow, and x-rays were scheduled. 



 

 
His status was to be evaluated again Monday before the Cubs open a three-game home series against 
the Dodgers. 
 
Baez, one of the team’s leading All-Star candidates, leads the Cubs with 14 home runs and is tied for the 
team lead with 46 RBI. 
 
The Cubs’ regular second baseman, Baez started at shortstop for Addison Russell on Sunday night 
against the Cardinals. 
 
Russell replaced Baez as a pinch runner and took over at short. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs test NL mettle with 7 of next 11 against league-champ Dodgers 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
ST. LOUIS — About 20 minutes after the Brewers lost Sunday afternoon, giving the Cubs the best record 
in the National League, Cubs manager Joe Maddon was asked if he had an idea yet how good his team 
might be in relation to the rest of the league. 
 
“I think we’re as good as anybody,” Maddon said. “I feel strongly about where we’re at.” 
 
A few hours later, the Cubs were shut out for the third time in five games, this time a 5-0 loss that 
prevented a sweep of the Cardinals and left them exactly where they started when their six-game trip to 
Milwaukee and St. Louis began — a half-game behind the first-place Brewers. 
 
When asked after the game about winning the series, Maddon reached across his desk and clicked on 
his favorite Meat Loaf standby. 
 
Yadier Molina's hit to left bounded over Kyle Schwarber for a run-scoring double in the Cubs' 5-0 loss to 
the Cardinals Sunday night. 
 
“We’ll take two out of three any day of the week,” he said, “especially in this ballpark.” 
 
After managing only four hits in their seventh shutout loss of the season, the Cubs feel good about 
where they’re at? 
 
They could find out quickly. 
 
After splitting six games against their top two rivals in the National League Central, the Cubs face the 
defending NL champion Dodgers in seven of their next 11 games. 
 
Despite 11 players currently on the disabled list, including ace Clayton Kershaw, the Dodgers are 11-3 
this month after having their five-game winning streak snapped with a loss to the Giants on Sunday. 
 
“Obviously, they righted the ship after a slow start, which I think everybody probably thought they 
would,” said Cubs closer Brandon Morrow, who was the Dodgers’ top setup man last season. “And 
they’re going to get those [injured] guys back, too. Then watch out, probably.” 
 



 

The seven games with the Dodgers come during a stretch of 17 games in 17 days that will take the Cubs 
to the halfway mark of the season and into July. 
 
Trending in their favor is a rotation that has begun to pitch to expectations the last three weeks, 
including Sunday’s starter, Jose Quintana, who matched Cardinals starter Jack Flaherty in a scoreless 
duel into the sixth on a humid, 94-degree night. 
 
Quintana gave up back-to-back singles to open the sixth and was pulled at 86 pitches, and the two 
runners eventually scored to tag him with the loss. 
 
Quintana (6-5) has allowed two runs or fewer in his last four starts and eight of his last 10. 
 
The rotation’s ERA is 2.74 in the last 19 games, boosted significantly by Jon Lester’s All-Star-caliber 
pitching and Mike Montgomery’s performance in his four starts (1.14 ERA) since taking over for the 
injured Yu Darvish. 
 
The Cubs are 13-6 in that stretch, even with the loss Sunday. 
 
“That’s where it starts,” starter Kyle Hendricks said. “We set the tone. We know it’s been an up-and-
down battle all year. It’s just bringing it all together and going on a run, all five of us at one time. . . . It’s 
close. It’s right there.” 
 
That will get tested in the Cubs’ longest stretch of games without a day off. 
 
So will the Cubs’ feast-or-famine lineup, especially against a Dodgers rotation that has the fifth-best ERA 
in the majors despite the injuries. And the NLCS rematch comes just eight months after the Dodgers’ 
staff stifled the Cubs in five games. 
 
That led to staff changes that included bringing in hitting coach Chili Davis and an emphasis this year on 
situational hitting and finding ways to score without hitting a home run. 
 
“I feel strongly about where we’re at,” Maddon said. “Milwaukee’s good. These [Cardinals] are good. 
Our division’s good. That’s nice to play in a strong division. 
 
“Once we see the Dodgers and Nationals [late in the season], I’ll have a better idea.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Does the NL’s top All-Star candidate who won’t make the team play for the Cubs? 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
ST. LOUIS – The final votes won’t be tabulated for weeks, but major league baseball might already have 
its first All-Star snub. 
 
Barring a hefty write-in campaign, the fifth-leading hitter in the National League – and top-two 
defensive center fielder in the league – figures to be fishing somewhere in Miami instead of suiting up 
for the All-Star game in Miami a month from now. 
 
“I try not to think too much about it, man, because I can’t control it,” said Albert Almora Jr., the Cubs’ 
leading hitter at .321. 



 

 
Fan ballots for the starting lineups have been out for weeks. This weekend players around the majors 
are filling out their ballots to determine most of the reserves. 
 
More than just a pretty glove in center field, Albert Almora Jr. is hitting like an All-Star this year, too. 
 
Because teams submitted their projected starters and/or top veterans at each position for the ballots 
during spring training, Almora is not on either ballot. 
 
“It’s unfortunate people are probably just going to pay attention to what’s going on, on the ballot,” 
manager Joe Maddon said. “But of course he’s having an All-Star season. Offensively, defensively, base 
running – everything he’s done is All-Star caliber, there’s no question about it.” 
 
And he’s just getting started. 
 
“We haven’t seen the best of Albert yet,” teammate Addison Russell said. 
 
Almora’s three hits from the leadoff spot Friday night in the victory over the Cardinals boosted him into 
the top five in the league in hitting overall – and his average when starting to .341 with a .385 on-base 
percentage. 
 
The Cubs are 18-9 this season when Almora bats in the leadoff spot. 
 
“He’s been a really important spark plug for our team,” veteran teammate Ben Zobrist said. “With his 
offense and defense, he’s been spectacular.” 
 
Especially for a guy in his second full season in the big leagues, who was supposed to be the right-
handed side of a center field platoon when the season started – after Ian Happ’s huge spring training 
put Happ in the Opening Day leadoff spot and in the driver’s seat for first crack at big playing time in 
center. 
 
The common expectation for Almora this year was that he might take a step forward in his development 
toward becoming an everyday player. 
 
“He took about two or three, or four or five steps forward,” Maddon said. 
 
Since then Almora has done nothing but fill highlight reels with catches in center and earn increasing 
playing time with arguably the most consistent performance at the plate since the season began. 
 
That includes a .312 average against right-handers – an improvement Maddon said the club told Almora 
he needed to make to earn more starts. 
 
“That’s where you’ve got to give the guy credit,” Maddon said. “We told him that, and he’s done 
something about it.” 
 
Almora, the No. 6 overall draft pick in 2012, said that was mostly a function of getting more experience 
facing right-handers this year. 
 
“You kind of see it blossom before your eyes the last couple years,” Zobrist said, “and this year he’s 
really kind of proving himself a lot more to the league.” 
 



 

Whether that leads to significant write-in support from NL players, Almora isn’t holding his breath – or 
worrying about it. 
 
“That would be pretty cool if my peers, players that I played against, [voted that way]; that would be 
neat,” he said. “But, yeah, man, I’ll probably be in Miami.” 
 
For now, the Cubs’ most deserving All-Star candidate this side of Jon Lester said he takes pride in seeing 
how many teammates ranked among the leading vote getters at their position a few days ago when the 
first fan-voting update was released. 
 
Almora, who ranks second to Lorenzo Cain in the league among center fielders in several defensive 
categories (despite 160 fewer innings), said his plans for the break include spending time at home with 
his wife and son, and maybe try to go fishing. 
 
He’s also willing to make last-minute changes to his travel plans, if he gets the call. 
 
“We’ll see what happens,” he said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Mike Montgomery tries to force Cubs into tough decision once Yu Darvish healthy 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
ST. LOUIS – Mike Montgomery, whose performance since joining the Cubs’ rotation has been one of the 
team’s top success stories this season, said he was encouraged to hear general manager Jed Hoyer 
suggest the left-hander might have a chance to keep his starting role even when injured Yu Darvish 
returns from the disabled list. 
 
“It’s just about not getting to far ahead of myself,” said Montgomery, who publicly lobbied, 
unsuccessfully, during the winter for a chance to win a job in the starting five out of spring training. 
 
He is 2-1 with a 1.14 ERA in four starts since joining the rotation in place of the injured Yu Darvish 
(triceps). 
 
“They’re going to make those decisions,” said Montgomery, who makes his fifth start Tuesday against 
the Dodgers. “I’m just trying to keep my head down and help the team win some ballgames.” 
 
Montgomery is trying not to gaze too far into the future when it comes to his starting opportunity. 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon has said from the start that Montgomery would return to the bullpen once 
the original five was at full strength again. But in the wake of Montgomery’s success, Hoyer significantly 
softened the team’s stance Friday. 
 
 “We’ll use common sense,” Hoyer said. “This guy’s pitching so incredibly well. All he’s done is taken that 
opportunity and done all you can with it. We’re obviously going to keep that in mind. 
 
“I’d be careful not to take what I said and turn it into someone losing a rotation spot, either,” the GM 
added. “We have the ability to do many different things. But I would say we’ve noticed what Mike’s 
done.” 
 



 

Montgomery said he’s focusing only on his five-day routine, staying healthy, staying sharp, and not 
looking ahead. 
 
“Obviously, I want to make it a hard decision if they send me back to the bullpen,” he said. “But that’s 
out of my control.” 
 
Darvish progress 
 
Meanwhile, Darvish takes a major step Tuesday in his recovery when he’s scheduled to throw a live 
batting practice session to Cubs hitters before their game against the Dodgers at Wrigley Field. 
 
Darvish (1-3, 4.95) has thrown two bullpen sessions, including Friday in St. Louis, and said last week he 
hopes to return from the disabled list before the All-Star break in a month. 
 
He last pitched four weeks ago. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Scouting report: Cubs vs. Los Angeles Dodgers 
By Bruce Miles 
 
TV: 
NBC Sports Chicago Monday; ABC 7 Tuesday; WGN Wednesday 
 
Radio: 
WSCR 670-AM 
 
Pitching matchups: 
The Cubs' Tyler Chatwood (3-5) vs. Kenta Maeda (4-4) Monday at 7:05 p.m.; Mike Montgomery (2-2) vs. 
Rich Hill (1-2) Tuesday at 7:05 p.m.; Jon Lester (8-2) vs. Ross Stripling (6-1) Wednesday at 1:20 p.m. 
 
At a glance: 
After slow starts, both teams appear to be hitting stride. The Cubs and Dodgers met in the past two 
NLCS, and both are determined to get there again. The Cubs entered Sunday with a league-leading run 
differential of plus-100. They were second in runs scored and first in batting average, on-base 
percentage, walks taken and ERA. The Dodgers were leading the NL in home runs and were sixth in ERA. 
Former Cub Hill will come off the DL (finger blisters) Tuesday. Matt Kemp went into Sunday with a line of 
.340/.376/.581 with 12 homers and 43 RBI. Max Muncy, whom the Dodgers picked up after the A's 
released him, led the team in homers (13). This series is a Wrigley Field oasis for the Cubs. who are in 
the middle of a stretch of 14 of 17 on the road. 
 
Next: 
Cincinnati Reds at Great American Ball Park, Thursday-Sunday 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Joe Maddon’s state of the Cubs: ‘Two Out of Three Ain’t Bad’ 
By Patrick Mooney 
 



 

ST. LOUIS – Not even a Javier Báez injury scare, another shutout loss and a curious Joe Maddon bullpen 
decision could kill the mood inside Busch Stadium’s visiting clubhouse late Sunday night. The Cubs won 
this rivalry series and that’s all that mattered to the players and their manager who loves to quote “The 
Office.” 
 
“This is my Michael Scott moment right here,” Maddon said after a 5-0 loss to the St. Louis Cardinals, 
sitting at a desk, clicking a Meat Loaf playlist and turning the music up through his Brookstone Big Blue 
Party speaker. “‘Two Out of Three Ain’t Bad,’ you see that? I’m going to go with ‘Paradise by the 
Dashboard Light’ next.” 
 
The Cubs know there is only so much they can control and there isn’t enough time to be consumed by a 
bad loss. A 3-3 road trip through Milwaukee and St. Louis featured three shutout losses and left the 
Cubs only a half-game behind the Brewers. The Los Angeles Dodgers come to Wrigley Field on Monday 
for the first time since clinching the 2017 National League pennant there. 
 
Star hitters don’t always get clutch hits. Pitchers won’t always throw the ball where they want. The 
defense can’t make every play. But Maddon didn’t hesitate when asked the difference between this 
Cubs team (40-28) and the one that was 33-34 on June 17 last year, still nursing a World Series 
hangover. 
 
“Energy,” Maddon said. “We just could not get it kick-started. This year, we came out of camp with a 
fresher attitude. It’s not like we’ve been killing it to this point, but we’ve been doing a lot better.” 
 
The Cubs aren’t completely healthy with Yu Darvish and Carl Edwards Jr. on the disabled list. The offense 
is a work in progress, but one that averages 4.96 runs per game and leads the NL in batting average 
(.258) and OPS (.758). The rotation is getting closer to the optimal one-through-five, series-after-series 
sense of momentum. 
 
“I think we’re as good as anybody,” Maddon said. “I feel strongly about where we’re at.” 
 
Seven games against the Dodgers in the next 11 days will tell us more. But don’t let the classic uniforms, 
Budweiser signs, Gateway Arch and Best Fans in Baseball fool you. This is not a Cardinal Way team and 
the Cubs conquered their Busch Stadium demons years ago. St. Louis ranks near the bottom of the 
majors in fielding percentage, its bullpen has a 4.38 ERA and its offense has scored more runs than only 
four other NL teams. 
 
“It’s going to be a battle all the way until the end,” Cubs closer Brandon Morrow said. “It looks that way. 
Those guys aren’t going away unless we can put ’em away.” 
 
Amazingly, the Cubs haven’t completed a three-game sweep at Busch Stadium since September 2010, 
when Mike Quade managed the team and the winning pitchers were Jeff Samardzija, Randy Wells and 
Carlos Zambrano. The Cubs are a little, um, less combustible now and a little more organized. Maddon 
has an answer for everything. 
 
José Quintana had given up back-to-back singles to start the sixth inning when Maddon took the ball 
after 86 pitches in a 0-0 game and summoned Anthony Bass to face Marcell Ozuna, who wound up 
sparking a Cardinals rally. 
 
“You can tell all your folks on Twitter, there was no reason to go to [Steve] Cishek right then,” Maddon 
said of the sidearm reliever who has appeared in 33 out of 68 games this season. “The score was tied 
and I did not want to utilize him in that situation right there. Bass did great. Break it down. Ground ball 



 

to shortstop. Nice. Ground ball to second base. Nice. And the two-strike base hit, so don’t fault Bass. 
Bass did a great job.” 
 
Addison Russell took over at shortstop when Jack Flaherty’s 90-mph fastball drilled Báez’s left elbow in 
the third inning and even Maddon admitted Russell could have thrown to third base on Ozuna’s ground 
ball, which became an infield single and a bases-loaded opportunity. Yadier Molina hit into the double 
play that scored the game’s first run and then Jedd Gyorko added an RBI single to make it 2-0. 
 
“I got in trouble and I want to keep throwing, but it was Joe’s decision,” said Quintana, who is now 6-5 
with a 4.06 ERA. “A little frustrating because I have all my stuff there, but it was a really good series for 
us and we’ll just keep going.” 
 
The defending champs didn’t win their 40th game until June 29 last year, staggered into the All-Star 
break with a 43-45 record and needed the jolt of adrenaline from the Quintana trade with the White 
Sox. Darvish hasn’t been the pitcher the Cubs saw during last year’s NLCS, but Jon Lester (8-2, 2.28 ERA) 
feels completely different physically, Kyle Hendricks (5-6, 3.55 ERA) never changes and Mike 
Montgomery (three earned runs in four starts) has backed up his talk about being in the rotation. 
 
“That’s where it always starts with teams – pitching and defense,” Hendricks said. “We set the tone and 
we know it’s been an up-and-down battle all year. Jon has been the rock for us. Thank God, he’s been 
unbelievable all year long. Montgomery’s been great since he’s come into the rotation. Q’s been 
awesome lately, too. It’s just bringing it all together and going on a run all five of us at one time.” 
 
There is no “bullpenning” spin for the Cubs scoring zero runs for the seventh time this season. 
Interesting timing given Maddon approved those coaching staff changes after Cubs hitters looked 
overmatched during too many at-bats in last year’s NLCS. A Dodger team that had been nine games out 
of first place in the NL West on May 8 – and 10 games under .500 on May 16 – is now 37-33 even with 
Clayton Kershaw, Rich Hill, Hyun-Jin Ryu and Corey Seager on the disabled list. (Hill is expected to come 
off the DL to start Tuesday’s game.) 
 
“They’ve been hot and obviously righted the ship after a slow start, which I think everybody totally 
thought they would,” said Morrow, who starred out of the Dodger bullpen last year, pitching in 14 out of 
15 playoff games. “That division’s very similar to this one, as far as really good teams at the top that just 
keep coming at you.” 
 
That’s why DJ Joe played some Meat Loaf. 
 
“We’ll take two out of three any day of the week, especially in this ballpark,” Maddon said. “We played 
well. We just didn’t get any hits tonight.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Cubs breathe a sigh of relief with Javier Báez saying: ‘I’m good’ 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
ST. LOUIS – Cubs-Cardinals. ESPN’s “Sunday Night Baseball.” Sellout crowd at Busch Stadium. Javier Báez 
loves all this stuff, the bright lights on the big stage and the chance to go viral at any moment. 
 
And then Báez’s left hand went numb after Jack Flaherty’s 90-mph fastball smashed into his elbow in the 
third inning. Báez instantly dropped his bat, spun around and hopped away from the batter’s box. Báez 



 

slumped down onto the grass as athletic trainer PJ Mainville, manager Joe Maddon and third base coach 
Brian Butterfield huddled around him. Cubs fans had that same sinking feeling while watching Báez 
writhing in pain. 
 
But the Cubs could breathe a sigh of relief after a 5-0 loss, hoping this is nothing more than a “left elbow 
contusion” and waiting to see how Báez feels in the morning. 
 
“It feels really sore, but right now I’m good,” Báez said. “We haven’t taken any X-rays, but I don’t think 
we need ‘em yet.” 
 
Addison Russell replaced Báez, who has started games at shortstop (15), second base (41) and third base 
(three). The Cubs have a roster stocked with versatile defenders and can get by when any one player is 
injured. Of course, there is no one else quite like Báez, a unique talent with a rocket arm, slick fielding 
skills and superior instincts for tagging and running the bases. 
 
That bundle means Báez can contribute even when he’s slumping in June (7-for-40). The hot streaks 
have boosted Báez’s numbers to the point where he’s tied for fifth in the National League with 46 RBIs 
and leading the team in slugging percentage (.514). 
 
“I guess everything checked out OK,” Maddon said. “He just got it in a bad spot, so it’s just going to sting 
and burn and that kind of stuff. He really couldn’t feel his hand very well at that moment. It was 
probably going to swell up, so there was no reason to keep him in the game at that time.” 
 
Báez – one of Major League Baseball’s most exciting players in the middle of a potential All-Star season – 
always tries to project confidence and wouldn’t rule himself out of Monday night’s game against the 
Dodgers at Wrigley Field. 
 
“I’m not sure,” Báez said. “I hope I’m in there. If I have to take another day, we will. But if I have to play, 
hopefully I can. We will see tomorrow.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Baez hurt on HBP as Cubs miss out on sweep 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
ST. LOUIS -- The Cubs fell short of completing a sweep of the Cardinals on Sunday night, but they could 
breathe a sigh of relief that Javier Baez appears to be OK after being hit on the left elbow by a pitch. 
 
Matt Carpenter hit a solo homer to help the Cardinals post a 5-0 victory at Busch Stadium to snap their 
four-game losing streak. It was only the Cubs' seventh loss in their last 22 games. 
 
The Cubs got a scare in the third inning when Baez was hit on the elbow by a pitch from Cardinals starter 
Jack Flaherty and had to leave the game. The initial diagnosis was a contusion, but Baez did not go for X-
rays and may not need to. 
 
"I'm fine," Baez said. "It's just really sore. It got me really good right on the elbow. I thought the pain was 
going to go away right away, but it kind of numbed my whole arm and even my ribs. We've been icing it. 
It feels pretty sore, but I know I'm good." 
 
Seeing Baez on the ground in pain wasn't a good feeling for the Cubs. 



 

 
"I've been hit there, and it's like you lose your breath," Chicago manager Joe Maddon said. "There's so 
many nerves in that part. It really really hurts, it just hurts. It's in a spot where you have to bend and you 
can't bend." 
 
Baez spent the rest of the night icing his elbow and said there was still some soreness but he was 
hopeful that he could play Monday when the Cubs open a series against the Dodgers. 
 
"I hope I'm in there," he said. "If I have to take another day, we will. But if I have to play, hopefully I can. 
We'll see tomorrow." 
 
Having Baez in the lineup as Sunday's game unfolded may not have changed the result much. The Cubs 
had chances, loading the bases in the third and fourth innings, but Flaherty escaped, striking out Kris 
Bryant to end the third and Jose Quintana to finish the fourth. 
 
"We haven't seen him before," Maddon said of Flaherty. "Give him credit -- he did good." 
 
So did Quintana, who took the loss, giving up four hits over five-plus innings. He was lifted after giving 
up back-to-back singles leading off the sixth. The Cardinals loaded the bases against reliever Anthony 
Bass and tallied when Yadier Molina hit into a double play. Jedd Gyorko followed with an RBI single for a 
2-0 lead. Both runs were charged to Quintana. 
 
Carpenter padded the Cardinals' lead with a solo shot off Brian Duensing with two outs in the seventh. It 
was his 10th home run of the season. 
 
After the game, Maddon was playing Meat Loaf's song, "Two Out of Three Ain't Bad." When the Cubs 
take a series -- and take two games out of three -- that's not bad. 
 
"We'll take two out of three any day of the week, especially in this ballpark," Maddon said. "We played 
well. We just didn't get any hits tonight." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Cards break through: Harrison Bader reached on an infield single to open the Cardinals' sixth, just 
beating a throw from third baseman Bryant. Bader advanced on Tommy Pham's single, and Quintana 
was lifted for Bass, who got Marcell Ozuna to hit a grounder to shortstop Addison Russell. But Russell's 
throw pulled first baseman Anthony Rizzo off the bag and the bases were loaded. Molina then hit into a 
4-6-3 double play, which scored a run. Gyorko followed with an RBI single for a 2-0 lead. 
 
"He pitched well," Maddon said of Quintana. "We got to the point there with the first two guys getting 
on and all the righties coming up that we had to do something. Bass did a great job. A grounder to short 
-- we could've gone to third. That might have made a difference. We kept it in check. We just didn't 
score any runs." 
 
Quintana would've liked to stay in the game longer. 
 
"All the time, I wanted to keep going," he said. "I feel I pitched really good. It's a tough game, zero-zero." 
 
SOUND SMART 
The Cubs' Kyle Schwarber recorded his seventh outfield assist in the seventh inning when he threw to 
second baseman Ben Zobrist to get Bader. Sunday was Schwarber's 52nd game in left; he totaled seven 



 

outfield assists in 101 starts in left all of last season. The Cards challenged the out call, but it would stand 
after review. 
 
"I was able to get to the ball and make an accurate throw to the bag," Schwarber said. "That's been my 
thing to get to the ball and field it cleanly and make an accurate throw." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Mexico was amazing. I didn't like how Brazil played today. They were good games. The next one, I hope 
[Brazil] does better." -- Quintana, on the World Cup games. Soccer is his first love, and he is rooting for 
his native Colombia and Brazil 
 
UP NEXT 
Tyler Chatwood will open a three-game series against the Dodgers on Monday night at Wrigley Field. In 
his last outing, Chatwood didn't rely on his fastball as much, mixed in his other three pitches and was 
more effective, even if he did take the loss against the Brewers. He walked two, the third time this 
season he's walked two or fewer, which is an improvement. He now has walked a Major League-leading 
58 batters over 63 1/3 innings. The Dodgers will counter with right-hander Kenta Maeda in the 7:05 p.m. 
CT matchup. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cishek cherishes time with his two daughters 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
ST. LOUIS -- No matter what happens in a game, Cubs reliever Steve Cishek knows his daughters will 
always be his biggest fans, and that's a great thought to have on Father's Day. 
 
In March, Cishek's first Spring Training outing with the Cubs in Mesa, Ariz., didn't go as well as he'd 
hoped, but his two girls helped him forget that almost immediately. 
 
"As soon as I came out to walk back to the clubhouse, I happened to run into my wife [Marissa] and my 
girls," Cishek said of his daughters, Emmie and Avery. "Emmie, out of nowhere, says, 'Daddy, you were 
amazing.' That's awesome. I pitched poorly, but to her, it was incredible. She understands what I was 
actually doing out there. 
 
"Being a father just puts everything in perspective. You don't have any time to yourself when you're 
home, nor does my wife. If I'm being serious, it shows you how selfish you can be with your time. When 
the kids need it and you want to be doing something else, you have to drop everything and be with your 
kids, and that's part of being a good parent. It's been awesome for us. We really enjoy spending time 
with the girls, and it's been fun." 
 
Emmie is 3 1/2 and Avery is 1 1/2, so being a dad is still somewhat of an adjustment to Cishek. 
 
"If you have a bad game, I used to take it home with me pretty hard," said the right-handed reliever, 
now in his ninth Major League season. "With the family, you can't do that. The kids are relying on you to 
be loving to them. As soon as the game's over, I head home and trash that outing and just enjoy my 
family. My daughters are just excited to see me pitch." 
 
Emmie has even tried to pitch like her dad. 
 



 

"She'll mimic my throw every now and then," Cishek said. "She'll throw a ball and it's like sidearm. I 
don't know if she means to do it, but it's hilarious and we roll with it." 
 
Cishek, 31, did get Emmie her own glove, but right now, she likes playing catch with a bouncy ball. One 
thing that didn't take long for the girls to learn is the song, "Go Cubs Go," which is played at Wrigley 
Field after a win. 
 
"Emmie likes to sing as it is -- she's nonstop," Cishek said. 
 
Cishek will also take a moment on Sunday to think about his grandfather, Manuel Domingos, too. His 
name is stitched on Cishek's glove. 
 
"Ever since I was able to put a name on a glove, I put his name on it," Cishek said. "I know whose glove it 
is and I wanted to put something on there that means a lot to me. My family is from Portugal, and my 
grandmother sees it on TV and she thinks it's the greatest thing ever. It makes her all emotional. I won't 
ever have a different glove out there. That's the main reason I wear it, because when she sees it on TV, 
it lights her up." 
 
His grandfather didn't teach Cishek to play baseball -- Cishek's father was involved in that, even coaching 
the pitcher in a youth league. Domingos, who passed away in 2003, was a mason, and some of his work 
is still at Cishek's grandmother's house. 
 
"[My grandfather] was huge into soccer," Cishek said. "In Portugal, soccer is the No. 1 sport. He was just 
an awesome guy, very hard worker. My whole family learned their work ethic from him, and it 
transitioned to my mother. They worked their fingers to the bone. I've always appreciated that part, and 
my grandmother and grandfather taught us a lot about working hard, saving your money and making 
sure you're doing the right thing. They established that to us kids when I was young. 
 
"He's a special guy. We miss him. It's fun to be able to have that on my glove." 
 
And to celebrate Father's Day, too. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Darvish's next step will be sim game on Tuesday 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
ST. LOUIS -- Yu Darvish will take another step toward returning to the Cubs' rotation when he throws a 
sim game on Tuesday at Wrigley Field. Darvish, sidelined since May 26 with inflammation in his right 
triceps, has thrown two bullpen sessions so far. 
 
The Cubs have filled Darvish's spot by moving Mike Montgomery from the bullpen to the rotation. 
Montgomery, who is 2-1 with a 1.14 ERA in four starts, will make his fifth start on Tuesday against the 
Dodgers. 
 
Because of Darvish's uncertain status, could the Cubs be looking to add another starting pitcher? 
 
"I don't think right now we know exactly what we may need," Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer said. 
"What we may need on July 31 may be totally different than what we know sitting here right now. Right 
now, the answers are here. I think we have enough depth, and offensively, we have the right position 



 

players. We have pieces internally. That might not be the answer in six weeks, but that's the answer 
today." 
 
Cubs ready for NLCS rematch vs. Dodgers 
Speaking of the Dodgers, the Cubs will face them on Monday at Wrigley Field for the first time since 
losing the National League Championship Series in five games. The Cubs batted .168 in the NLCS. 
 
"It's twice in the last three years we've hit an offensive wall, and that's why I'm pushing on this other 
method," Maddon said of his emphasis on better situational hitting. "I think if we're able to move the 
ball more consistently against better pitching, the home runs aren't always there [we'll fare better] and 
move the baseball." 
 
Facing the Dodgers and the Nationals, who visit Wrigley Field on Aug. 10-12, will be good tests. 
 
"Milwaukee is good, [the Cardinals] are good, our division is good," Maddon said. "It's nice to play in a 
strong division. I've always liked that, I liked that in the American League East for years. I thought that 
really strengthens you against better competition when you play better competition on a consistent 
basis. 
 
"I think we're as good as anybody." 
 
Cubs sign 2nd-round picks, 8 more 
The Cubs have signed second-round Draft pick Brennen Davis, an outfielder, and second-round 
compensatory selection Paul Richan, a right-handed pitcher. 
 
The Cubs were expected to sign first-round pick Nico Hoerner of Stanford this week. The shortstop was 
busy with final exams last week. 
 
Besides Davis and Richan, the Cubs have signed eight other selections, including outfielder D.J. Artis 
(seventh round), right-hander Riley McCauley (14th), right-hander Carlos Vega (21st), outfielder Jamie 
Galazin (22nd), right-hander Blake Whitney (24th), outfielder Drew Wharton (30th), infielder Clayton 
Daniel (31st) and left-hander Jack Patterson (32nd). 
 
Davis, 18, batted .444 with a .593 on-base percentage, .761 slugging mark and 13 stolen bases in 23 
games in his senior season at Basha (Ariz.) High School. Richan, 21, struck out 101 batters in 89 2/3 
innings while walking 13 in his 2018 junior season at the University of San Diego. 
 
-- 
 
 


