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Inbox: What are Twins' plans moving forward? 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | August 13, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- The Twins still have 45 games remaining this season, but they have an eye toward 2019 and beyond. It's been a rough year for 
Minnesota, which aimed to compete, only to fall short and trade away six veterans. 
 
The development of young players will be key down the stretch, and a wave of exciting September callups should be coming in a few weeks. 
Here's a look at a few of the issues the Twins are facing in this week's Inbox. 
 
Rhett Bollinger 
@RhettBollinger 
Looking to do an #MNTwins Inbox, so if you have any questions send them my way. 
 
Logan Penfield 
@Logan1650 
What is this front office's new timeline to compete. It never felt like they went all-in on this team, which was obviously reset at the deadline, but 
what is their plan/timeline going forward. They seemingly are going to be young/transitioning for the next 2 years at least. 
 
Despite selling at the July 31 non-waiver Trade Deadline, the Twins still plan to compete next season, as they focused on trading away players 
with expiring deals who weren't going to be a part of the future. Only reliever Ryan Pressly was under control through next year, but the Twins 
felt they sold high on him for two solid prospects from the Astros. Minnesota tried to put together a contending team this year with several one-
year deals for veterans Lance Lynn, Zach Duke and Logan Morrison, but it just didn't work out. 
 
The biggest thing for the Twins going forward is their financial flexibility, as they don't have any veterans under contract beyond next year. 
Catcher Jason Castro, right-hander Michael Pineda and reliever Addison Reed are the only players under contract for next season, for a combined 
$24.5 million. So Minnesota can supplement its young core via free agency, with this year's class considered to be one of the best ever. The Twins 
have to figure out their infield situation, as they traded away Brian Dozier and Eduardo Escobar, while Joe Mauer is an impending free agent. 
 
But the key to being competitive in the short-term will be the continued development of players such as Byron Buxton, Miguel Sano, Max Kepler, 
Eddie Rosario and Jose Berrios. It's been a lost year for Buxton and Sano, which is a major reason why the Twins are where they are this season. 
Buxton seemed to be plagued by bad luck more than anything with his injuries, but again, he has to prove he can hit Major League pitching. Sano 
has been playing better since his six-week stint in the Minors. 
 
@ThatRangerDude 
Monthly Joe Mauer prediction request, what does he decide to do in 2019? Has he done enough for the Twins to bring him back at 1B or is he 
ready to be with his family full time? 
 
The future of Mauer will certainly be a major storyline this offseason, but it's still a bit too early to predict what's going to happen with him. It's 
hard to imagine him playing anywhere else, so the Twins could look to bring him back on a one-year deal to play first, along with Tyler Austin, 
who was acquired from the Yankees for Lynn. Mauer, though, dealt with a concussion again this season, and he's batting .269/.349/.355 with three 
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homers and 34 RBIs in 86 games, which is a step back from his resurgent 2017 season. So it's hard to know what the future holds for Mauer, but 
the best bet is he either sticks with Minnesota or retires. 
 
Jason Wilson 
@Jason_C_Wilson 
Which under-the-radar prospect (so not Lewis, Kiriloff, Gordon) should Twins fans be most excited about entering 2019? 
 
Right-hander Brusdar Graterol has continued to shoot up the prospects lists, as he's shown impressive stuff since missing the 2016 season because 
of Tommy John surgery. Graterol -- the club's No. 4 prospect per MLB Pipeline behind Royce Lewis, Alex Kirilloff and Nick Gordon -- has 
posted a combined 3.08 ERA with 87 strikeouts in 79 innings between Class A Cedar Rapids and Class A Advanced Fort Myers. The 19-year-old 
is the closest thing to a future ace in the organization, and he has a fastball that can reach triple digits. 
 
Jon Gamble 
@JGamble98 
When can we expect to see Nick Gordon up and what should we expect from him? 
 
With Dozier and Escobar gone, there's an opportunity for Gordon to take over as a regular, most likely at second base with Jorge Polanco 
entrenched at shortstop. But the issue is that Gordon has been slumping at Triple-A Rochester, hitting .214/.248/.294 with two homers, 12 doubles 
and 23 RBIs in 77 games. He could be a September callup, but it made sense to acquire Logan Forsythe in the short-term from the Dodgers to 
play second down the stretch. Forsythe has played well so far, but he isn't likely to be in the club's long-term plans given how close Gordon is to 
the Majors and with Lewis on the fast track. 
 
Nicholas yazbeck 
@Sportswithyaz 
Rooker a September call up? 
 
Brent Rooker, the club's No. 7-ranked prospect, is having a solid year at Double-A Chattanooga, hitting .271/.344/.506 with 21 homers, 30 
doubles and 71 RBIs in 111 games. There's definitely a chance the outfielder will get his first taste of the Majors in September, as he has one of 
the more advanced bats in the system. 
 
Curtis Grover 
@TwinPennies 
Does 2019 starting rotation include Ervin Santana and/or Trevor May? 
 
 
The Twins hold a $14 million club option on Ervin Santana for next year, but with his right finger surgery and decreased velocity this season, 
they're not going to pick it up. Santana still has plenty to prove down the stretch, and he hasn't pitched well enough to be an August trade 
candidate. There's a small chance he could return on a lesser deal, but he's not likely to remain with Minnesota. 
 
As for Trevor May, he seems to have settled into his relief role after coming back from Tommy John surgery. He said he's focused on being a 
reliever now, so he's also not likely to be in the rotation next year. 
 
Ex-Yankee Tyler Austin hopes to add power to Twins lineup 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | August 14, 2018 
 
As he entered the visitor’s clubhouse in Detroit on Friday, Tyler Austin recognized several familiar players — and one coach in particular. 
 
Outfielder Jake Cave was his teammate at Class AA Trenton and Class AAA Scranton-Wilkes Barre while coming up through the Yankees farm 
system. 
 
Hitting coach James Rowson was the Yankees minor league hitting instructor when Austin was drafted in 2010 and became a professional. 
 
And Austin has faced a number of Twins players in the minors and majors. 
 
“I wouldn’t say I know everybody great,” Austin said, “but, for the most part, I know everybody.” 
 
So few introductions were needed. The Twins know Austin and they know there’s plenty of power in his 6-2, 220-pound frame — and they hope 
to get more of it out of him. 
 
“Tyler is awesome,” Cave said, “Big power. He’s a grinder. He’s a good dude to have on your side. He’s a big, strong guy. When he gets a hold 
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of them, they go. Twins fans will see that.” 
 
Austin, a 26-year-old outfielder, came over to the Twins with righthander Luis Rijo in exchange for righthander Lance Lynn, one of the six deals 
the club has made since initiating a sell-off in July. Austin was at Scranton-Wilkes Barre when the trade was made — playing against Twins 
affiliate Rochester. So he just walked across the field to join his new organization. 
 
Before he was dealt for Lynn, he dealt Lynn a blow April 25 when he homered off him at Yankee Stadium, one of his two home runs against the 
Twins in that series. 
 
In 87 major league games in parts of five seasons, Austin has 16 home runs and 45 RBI. One small problem is that he’s struck out 108 times, a 
pace of 201 over 162 games. But Rowson has seen Austin make adjustments throughout the minors and during the early part of his major league 
career. And he feels Austin is still growing into a well-rounded hitter. 
 
“He’s learned what balls he can and can’t handle,” Rowson said, “but he does know how to handle both sides of the plate really well. I’ve seen 
that grow in watching him the past couple of years, his ability to handle more pitches that are strikes, and he’s got big-time pop to the other way.” 
 
The day the trade was made, Austin immediately thought about reuniting with Rowson. 
 
“He’s played a big role in my career, and I am happy to be back with him,” Austin said. “I don’t know if I would be where I am at without him. 
Just a great dude to work with and be around. 
 
“I think he understands that the big thing is that everything is a process. I’m not going to come out and go 4-for-4 and hit .300 every year. It’s a 
process and you continue to get better every day.” 
 
Austin should get a chance to show he can be more than a platoon masher (.290 average against lefthanders, .190 against righthanders) for a team 
looking for more power. 
 
Miguel Sano and Logan Morrison were supposed to supply the pop this season. Sano needed to spend a month away from the team to work on his 
conditioning and swing. Morrison, signed as a free agent in February, struggled and now is out for the season because of a left hip impingement 
that twice landed him on the DL. 
 
As a result, the Twins have hit only 114 homers, which is 24th in the league. That’s unacceptable in this age of the Three True Outcomes — walk, 
strikeout or home run. 
 
Austin, interestingly enough, checked off all three of those boxes on Saturday, when he hit his first home run as a Twin in a 4-3 win over Detroit. 
 
“Kind of a modern-day player with a strikeout, a walk and a home run in his first three at-bats,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “What today’s 
game seems to be about.” 
 
Twins-Pittsburgh series preview 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | August 13, 2018 
 
TWO-GAME SERIES AT TARGET FIELD 
 
Tuesday, 7:10 p.m. • FSN, 830-AM 
 
RHP Jake Odorizzi (4-7, 4.50 ERA) vs. RHP Jameson Taillon (9-8, 3.63) 
 
Wednesday, 12:10 p.m. • FSN, 830-AM 
 
RHP Jose Berrios (11-8, 3.51) vs. RHP Chris Archer (4-5, 4.36) 
 
TWINS UPDATE 
 
Berrios is 8-2 with a 2.79 ERA during night games and 3-6 with a 4.77 ERA during day games. … The Twins’ 2-5 road trip left them 21-38 away 
from Target Field. They are 33-24 at home. … 3B Miguel Sano is 13-for-41 (.317) in his past 12 games despite an 0-for-4 Sunday in Detroit. … 
2B Logan Forsythe is 15-for-37 (.405) in 11 games and has a 10-game hit streak since coming over from the Dodgers in the Brian Dozier trade. 
Dozier (17) and Joe Mauer (10) are the only other Twins with double-digit hit streaks this season. … Odorizzi pitched 4⅓ innings in the Twins’ 7-
4 win against Pittsburgh on April 4. 
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PIRATES UPDATE 
 
The Pirates are five games behind in the NL wild-card race and made some moves at the nonwaiver trade deadline, picking up Archer from 
Tampa Bay and reliever Keone Kela from Texas. … The Pirates are 12-3 against AL teams, including 7-1 on the road. … Pittsburgh outfielders 
have an NL-leading 27 assists, and Starling Marte (10) is tied for the league lead. … Taillon beat the Twins in the Pirates’ home opener on April 
3. … Former Twin reliever Buddy Boshers was recalled from the minors on Saturday. … Team hitting leaders are outfielders Corey Dickerson 
(.305) and Gregorio Polanco (19 home runs and 65 RBI). 
 
Five low-cost options to replace Fernando Rodney as Twins closer 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | August 13, 2018 
 
For the second straight year, the Twins have traded their closer and flung open the door for a late-summer revival of Relievers Got Talent. 
 
A year ago, it was newly minted all-star Brandon Kintzler getting dealt to the Washington Nationals as a pending free agent. Into the void stepped 
veteran Matt Belisle, who went 9 for 10 in save chances down the stretch. 
 
Last week it was three-time all-star Fernando Rodney, the active leader with 325 career saves, heading to the Oakland A’s for Class A pitching 
prospect Dakota Chalmers. The difference this time, besides the fact the Twins held an affordable club option for 2019 on the 41-year-old 
Rodney, was that they already had dealt away his potential low-cost successor, Ryan Pressly. 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor spoke to his remaining bullpen over the weekend in Detroit, letting its members know he was up for pretty much 
anything over the final seven weeks of the season. 
 
“A guy will have a chance to add to his own personal value by having a chance to get the last three outs of the game,” Molitor said. “I would 
imagine more than one guy is going to get a chance here along the way, hopefully. We’ve got to win to do that though.” 
 
Aside from struggling right-hander Addison Reed, signed for next season at $8.5 million, the Twins have a handful of low-cost options that figure 
to get looks under the stress of save situations. Should one or more emerge, they could give the Twins a chance to follow the burgeoning trend of 
modestly paid closers. 
 
Of the 16 teams in closest contention for a postseason spot, just six had devoted eight-figure salaries to the role. Aroldis Chapman (five years, $86 
million) and Kenley Jansen (five years, $80 million) predictably led the pay parade with the New York Yankees and Los Angeles Dodgers, 
respectively, with Boston’s Craig Kimbrel making $13 million as a pending free agent. 
 
Also in that territory were Colorado’s Wade Davis (three years, $52 million), the Cubs’ Brandon Morrow (two years, $21 million) and 
Cleveland’s Cody Allen, another pending free agent at $10.58 million. 
 
More intriguing from the Twins’ point of view are the likes of young all-stars Edwin Diaz (Seattle) and Josh Hader (Milwaukee) as well as 
Philadelphia’s Seranthony Dominguez and Atlanta’s A.J. Minter. All are making close to the league minimum while handling save situations with 
relative ease. 
 
Oakland’s Blake Treinen, the 30-year-old journeyman from South Dakota State for whom Rodney will now set up, is making just $2.15 million. 
Other comparative bargains among contenders include Arizona’s Brad Boxberger ($1.85 million), St. Louis Cardinals righty Bud Norris ($3 
million), Milwaukee’s Corey Knebel ($3.65 million), Atlanta’s Arody Vizcaino ($3.4 million) and Houston’s Hector Rondon (two years, $8.5 
million). 
 
Two more lefty closers are under long-term, team-friendly deals in Washington’s Sean Doolittle ($4.4 million this year) and Pittsburgh’s Felipe 
Vasquez ($3 million). 
 
For those reasons and more, maybe that’s why Molitor should be believed this time when he says he’s “not going to really name a closer.” He said 
the same thing last year before turning to Belisle, who remains with the team but is on the disabled list with an inflamed knee. 
 
Here are five rising Twins relievers who could emerge: 
 
THE SIDEWINDER: For the second straight year in mid-August, Trevor Hildenberger nailed down a save chance at Detroit’s Comerica Park. 
Along the way he also gave up a home run for the fourth straight outing, pushing his earned-run average over his past four outings to 22.07. 
 
Now 27, the Cal Berkeley product also had 52 saves and a 1.57 ERA in parts of four seasons in the minors. That familiarity with the ninth, along 
with an ability to vary his arm angles in a way very few modern relievers can, could give him the leg up. 
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THE BLADE: Now that Pressly (13.0) and Rodney (10.3) are gone, the top nine-inning strikeout rate remaining in the Twins’ bullpen belongs to 
third-year lefty Taylor Rogers (10.2). Righties have given him trouble at times (.805 OPS), but his .190 weighted on-base average allowed against 
lefties is fourth-best among 233 relievers. 
 
With a 93-mph fastball and two different breaking balls, Rogers, 27, has plenty of stuff to get the last three outs. He’s also unflappable on the 
mound, which helps. 
 
THE FIND: Buried in a long relief role throughout the first half, well-traveled right-hander Matt Magill has opened eyes in recent weeks as he has 
been given shorter, higher-leverage stints. As Hildenberger struggled through the ninth on Saturday night, it was Magill, 28, who was warming up 
in case of emergency. 
 
Scouts rave about Magill’s downer curveball, and the Tommy John surgery survivor is averaging 94.5 mph with his fastball. The former starter 
signed to a minor-league deal this offseason also throws a slider and a changeup and has good control (2.0 walks per nine). 
 
THE ENTREPRENEUR: In five outings since returning from Tommy John surgery in March 2017, Trevor May has seemingly gotten stronger 
each time out. Setting up for Hildenberger on Saturday, May needed just 11 pitches to rip through the eighth inning and Molitor admittedly 
considered letting May finish it off. 
 
Six weeks from turning 29, May has a career nine-inning strikeout rate of 11.8 in 82 relief outings. As a rookie in 2015, he handled setup duties 
with a fastball up to 98 mph before the daily pounding led to lower-back issues. 
 
His online streaming in future weeks could feature updates on handling the closer role rather than just his latest thoughts on his budding esports 
empire. 
 
THE CLONE: Grabbed out of Double-A with the Arizona Diamondbacks last July in exchange for light-hitting catcher John Ryan Murphy, 
Gabriel Moya’s Bugs Bunny changeup has neutralized righties from his first day in the majors. His curveball has been more competitive since his 
recall from Triple-A in late July — 1.80 ERA in his past 10 innings — and he blew away the Indians’ lineup for eight big outs last week. 
 
Known for his constant gyrations on the mound, where the 23-year-old Venezuelan does anything possible to disrupt hitters’ timing, Moya’s 
modest fastball and chunky build have earned him the nickname “Little Guardado” as an homage to current bullpen coach and Twins hall of 
famer Eddie Guardado. 
 
TA30: In this week’s power rankings, we’re in the dog days of baseball—but don’t tell that to the Indians 
Levi Weaver | The Athletic | August 13, 2018 
 
21. Minnesota Twins, 54-63 (last week: 20) 
 
Sell-off seasons are never fun, so here are some articles about the young guys and the prospects. Yay, the young guys! Yay, prospects! 
Meanwhile, Paul Molitor is considering using an opener (but it won’t be the guy in the photo; he’s with the A’s now). 
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