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Story time: Trevor homers, drives in 4 in Rox win 
 
Anne Rogers | MLB.com | Jul. 13th, 2018 

 

DENVER -- Even after scoring six runs over two innings to build a seven-run lead in the middle of Friday night's 10-7 

victory over the Mariners, the Rockies knew it wouldn't be over. 

And in a Coors Field game that felt like anything could happen, it wasn't over. The Mariners built a seventh-inning rally, 

but the Rockies held on in the series opener that was backed by their offense compiling 14 hits. 

"We try to keep the pedal to the metal throughout the whole game, no matter where we're playing and no matter who it is," 

Rockies shortstop Trevor Story said. "We know that team over there is a really good team, and we respect them a lot. 

We knew it wouldn't be over quick." 

Gerardo Parra, Ian Desmond and Tony Wolters all singled in runners to run the score up to 8-3 in the fifth, and the 

Rockies scored two more in the sixth to score double-digits in two of their last three games. 

Colorado (49-45) has won three straight and eight of its last 10 games to keep pace in a tight National League West race. 

With right-hander Jeff Hoffman serving as the emergency starter for the Rockies, who scratched Antonio Senzatela with 

a right middle finger blister, the club had to find a way to win. They found it with eight two-out RBIs. 

"The approach the guys are taking, it's been pretty solid," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "It's nice to see with two outs 

because those -- from the other side -- break your back a little bit. So, proud of our guys in that regard, and we've been 

swinging the bat better." 

MEDIA CLIPS – July 14th, 2018 

http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
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http://m.mlb.com/player/547172/tony-wolters
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http://m.mlb.com/player/622608/antonio-senzatela
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Going into Friday night, the Rockies were batting .240 with two outs and runners in scoring position, second only to the 

Braves in the National League. But they aren't consciously thinking about the number of outs there are when they're at the 

plate, Story said. 

"It's just when guys are out there, you want to bring them in," Story said. "And I think it's just as simple as that." 

Rockies batters put together nine up-the-middle or opposite-field hits. With a solo shot in the bottom of the first 

inning, Charlie Blackmon homered for the fifth time since his day off from the starting lineup on July 1. Story continued 

his hot streak with a two-run homer in the third inning to make it 4-2, along with tallying his team-leading 67th RBI this 

season. 

With his two-RBI double in the sixth that increased the lead to 10-3, Story set the record for most RBIs by a National 

League shortstop prior to the All-Star break. 

Hoffman, who was called up from Triple-A Albuquerque to make his first Major League start of the season, threw 77 

pitches in 3 1/3 innings. He was on pitch-count watch after throwing 45 and 59 pitches in his two starts in Albuquerque, 

respectively. He previously made five bullpen appearances with Colorado in June. Hoffman gave up four hits and two runs 

in the first inning to put the Rockies in an early deficit. 

"The competitor in me wants to say that I wanted to be better, wanted to go longer," Hoffman said. "But at the same time, 

in the process of building back up, throwing 100 pitches tonight wasn't really realistic." 

Hoffman's two-run deficit came on two soft singles and a throwing error when he tried to pick off Jean Segura in the first. 

But he limited the damage at two, and got out of the next two innings unscathed. 

"I've been through a good amount in the big leagues, had my failures and my successes," he said. "Every time something 

like that happens, you think back to, 'This is how I failed last time, so this is how I gotta try to get better.'" 

The offense came through to pull Hoffman out of his hole, which is something that might not have happened in June, 

when the Rockies' pitching slumped to a 6.20 ERA. The offense failed to make much happen, leading to an 11-16 month. 

But now, the Rockies are 10-3 over their last 13 games at home, and 8-3 in July. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/516416/jean-segura


    

3 

 

"We're on a good roll right now," Story said. "It's all about pitching and timely hitting, and we've done that well lately. We're 

a very confident team, both offensively and defensively, so we feel like we can be really good." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

With Hoffman making the emergency start, it stood to reason that multiple relievers were necessary. When the Rockies 

took a seven-run lead into the seventh, however, it looked to be a much-needed night off for setup men Scott 

Oberg and Adam Ottavino, and closer Wade Davis. However, all three worked in the game, with Davis earning his 26th 

save. 

The issue was Harrison Musgrave's sudden loss of control in the seventh, when he walked two and gave up Kyle 

Seager's RBI single with one out. Denard Span's two-run triple off Chris Rusin followed. Oberg, who struck out two of 

the three batters he faced and yielded only Ben Gamel's RBI single, prevented the game from truly spinning negatively. 

Musgrave (1-3) was solid for most of his three innings, while earning his first Major League win, but there is room for 

improvement. 

"He's a heady pitcher," Black said. "He knows that for his career to continue and be successful, he can't walk guys at the 

rate that he's walking, but I love the fact that he doesn't scare off." 

Musgrave's outing was extended because righty Bryan Shaw -- just back from a right calf strain and an early-season 

slump -- is still trying to prove he can be used in tight situations. 

Oberg has held opponents to one run in his last eight appearances since returning from a lower-back strain. 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

Gene Hackman's character in the movie "Hoosiers" would have been proud. Remember the scene when he told his team 

to throw at least five passes before shooting? Well, the Rockies took that advice to heart on the diamond in the fourth 

inning. 

Wolters scooped a Hoffman pitch out of the dirt and caught Gamel too far from first, firing to Desmond at first. 

It was the first of five throws that it took to record an out. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/623184/scott-oberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/623184/scott-oberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino
http://m.mlb.com/player/451584/wade-davis
http://m.mlb.com/player/643466/harrison-musgrave
http://m.mlb.com/player/572122/kyle-seager
http://m.mlb.com/player/572122/kyle-seager
http://m.mlb.com/player/452655/denard-span
http://m.mlb.com/player/543734/chris-rusin
http://m.mlb.com/player/592325/ben-gamel
http://m.mlb.com/player/543766/bryan-shaw
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The ball went from Wolters, to Desmond, to Story, to DJ LeMahieu, to Wolters -- who slipped, dropped the ball, then 

picked it up to keep the rundown going, to LeMahieu, to Story and finally to third baseman Nolan Arenado for the tag 

between first and second. 

"It was not the best rundown," Story said. "I feel like he was timing his turns perfectly every time. That usually doesn't 

happen. 

"We just needed to cut down on a couple throws there." 

The play saved the Rockies a run. The next batter, Chris Herrmann, tripled, and scored on Bergman's single. In a game 

that went lopsided, but ended close, the play turned out meaningful. 

HE SAID IT 

"They were just hitting it perfect for me, I guess. The pitching got a lot of great ground balls for us." -- LeMahieu, 

discussing his multiple sliding defensive plays -- on his 30th birthday 

UP NEXT 

After two Triple-A starts -- one good (six innings, two runs) one dicey (4 2/3 innings, 102 pitches) -- righty Jon 

Gray returns to the Majors to face the Mariners and lefty Wade LeBlanc (5-0, 3.99) on Saturday at 7:10 p.m. MT. Gray 

(7-7, 5.77 before being sent down) has said he needs to clear his mind of mechanics and negative thoughts, and just let 

his ability flow. Saturday is his chance to do so. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/543302/chris-herrmann
http://m.mlb.com/player/592351/jon-gray
http://m.mlb.com/player/592351/jon-gray
https://www.mlb.com/rockies/news/jon-gray-set-to-return-on-saturday/c-285635182
http://m.mlb.com/player/453281/wade-leblanc
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Gray set for Saturday; Senzatela (blister) hits DL 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Jul. 13th, 2018 

 

DENVER -- Jon Gray hopes a little bit of quiet time is all he needs. 

After two starts at Triple-A Albuquerque to, as he put it, "hit the reset button," Gray will return to the Rockies to start 

Saturday night against the Mariners. Gray's callup was needed because right-hander Chad Bettis' right middle finger 

blister has not healed in time for him to come off the 10-day disabled list. 

It was one of two blister-related pitching items on Friday. The Rockies scratched righty Antonio Senzatela because of a 

right middle finger blister that became infected over the last few days and forced him to the 10-day DL. Righty Jeff 

Hoffman came up from Albuquerque to start in his place. 

Gray was 7-7 with a 5.77 ERA in 17 starts when he was optioned to Albuquerque on June 30. It was a major move, 

considering Gray made the Rockies' last two Opening Day starts and started last year's National League Wild Card 

Game, which was the team's first postseason contest in eight years. 

Gray pitched his way to Albuquerque with a strange performance. At the time of the demotion, he was fourth in the 

National League in strikeouts with 119 and second in strikeouts per nine innings at 11.64, but he also led the league by 

giving up 108 hits. Runners on base (.892 OPS against) and key situations (.819 OPS with runners in scoring position) 

were issues. 

He worked through delivery problems, such as his stride and his separation, and at times, those actions clouded his mind 

in games. He vows to finally put that behind him. 

"Just lessen information and focusing on what I do best," Gray said. "Just kind of letting it take over. Not thinking about 

trying to create all these things and do all these things, I've just been letting myself work the way I do." 

One of his Triple-A starts bordered on dominant -- six innings, six strikeouts, two hits, two runs. In the other, the numbers 

were reminiscent of the Major League performances -- 102 pitches in 4 2/3 innings, with three runs (two earned), five hits, 

four walks and seven strikeouts. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592351/jon-gray
http://m.mlb.com/player/518452/chad-bettis
http://m.mlb.com/player/622608/antonio-senzatela
http://m.mlb.com/player/656546/jeff-hoffman
http://m.mlb.com/player/656546/jeff-hoffman
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There have also been concerning velocity dips, especially in his last three Major League starts, along with his last start at 

Albuquerque. But with the All-Star break coming, and two pitchers dealing with blisters, Gray has a chance to pull himself 

together and be the rotation lynchpin that the Rockies expect him to be. 

"Jon has proven to be a very capable Major League starter," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "He's delivered many 

times as a big league starter the past couple of years. We're confident that Jon can do that tomorrow." 

Senzatela (3-2, 5.34 ERA) has made two starts for the Rockies this season -- seven innings, no runs or walks, three hits, 

four strikeouts against the Giants on July 3, and six innings, five hits and six runs against the Mariners on Sunday in 

Seattle. Senzatela said after his bullpen session on Tuesday that the blister showed up Wednesday and worsened 

Thursday. 

"Yesterday, when I woke up in the morning, it was crazy -- too big, and they cut it off and cleaned it because it was 

infected," said Senzatela, who plans to play catch on Saturday -- without tape on his finger -- and will try to keep his arm 

in shape for when he returns. 

Senzatela said blisters can affect his breaking balls. Friday was the first time in three years he has missed a start because 

of the condition. 

"I'm not a dermatologist, and I don't pretend to be," Black said. "So, I can't describe it in medical terms, but the blister 

turning into an infection cost him his start." 

Tapia time 

Black had lefty-hitting Raimel Tapia prepared to pinch-hit in a key sixth-inning moment on Thursday, but he could have 

changed his mind, since the D-backs went with lefty reliever Andrew Chafin. But Black stayed the course, and Tapia 

made it pay off with a single to right field. It was a key hit in the 5-1 victory. 

Tapia has demonstrated a better approach as a starter (1-for-3 with a double, two runs and a walk last Saturday at 

Seattle, for example) than off the bench, but Thursday's hit could win him more chances. "It showed Buddy and the team 

has the confidence in me to do my job," Tapia said. "It doesn't matter what pitcher is out there, and for me to come 

through against a lefty, gives me even more confidence going out and doing what I do." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/606132/raimel-tapia
http://m.mlb.com/player/605177/andrew-chafin
https://www.mlb.com/rockies/news/nolan-arenados-glove-key-in-rockies-win/c-285522498
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Behind red-hot Trevor Story, Rockies continue to roll with win over Mariners at Coors Field 
Hoffman had a rocky start and a rough ending 
 
Patrick Saunders | Denver Post | Jul. 13th, 2018 
 

During their June gloom, the Rockies seemed to invent ways to lose. During their joyful July, they’re finding ways to win. 

Case in point, their 10-7 victory over Seattle on a perfect Friday night at Coors Field in front of a festive summer crowd of 

38,126 fans. It was the Rockies’ 11th win in their last 14 games and they are very much alive in the race for the National 

League West title as the all-star break looms. They are three games behind the Dodgers, who hung on to beat the Angels, 

3-2, Friday night. 

“It’s great to see everything working right now,” said right fielder Carlos Gonzalez, who went 3-for-3 with a double, 

reached base all five times and is now hitting .284. “We talked a lot earlier in the year when we weren’t hitting much, that 

the pitching was picking us up. Now we’re hitting up and down the order.  So some nights, the hitters carry the pitchers 

and they can afford to have a rough night. And sometimes it’s the other way around. I think that’s the sign of a good 

team.” 

The Rockies produced eight, two-out RBIs Friday night. 

“The approach the guys have been taking has been pretty solid,” manager Bud Black. “It’s nice to see with two outs, 

because those — from the other side — breaks your back a bit.” 

Although scheduled starter Antonio Senzatela was scratched Friday afternoon, and although the middle of Colorado’s 

bullpen came close to collapsing, Colorado’s bats took care of business. As did late-game relievers Adam Ottavino, who 

pitched a one-two-three eighth with two strikeouts, and closer Wade Davis, who tossed a perfect ninth for his 26th save. 

Newly minted all-star shortstop Trevor Story, as they supposedly used to say in his native Texas, “Is hot as a billy goat in 

a pepper patch.” Translation: He went 2-for-5 Friday with a two-run homer and a two-run double, raising his average to 

.291. Story is batting .425 (17-for-40) in July and has hit safely in 12 of his last 13 games. His 67 RBIs lead the team. 

“He’s a special kid, and I’m so proud of the way he’s playing,” Gonzalez said. “I’m always pushing him, I’m right next to 

him,  making sure he doesn’t get comfortable, because he can be even better. He’s been fun to watch.” 
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Story now has 51 extra-base hits, which ties Todd Helton in 2000 for sixth-most before the all-star break in franchise 

history, and the most since González had 53 in 2013. 

The Rockies also got a solo homer from Charlie Blackmon in the first inning off Seattle spot starter Christian Bergman, the 

former Rockie. Four Rockies — Arenado, Ian Desmond, Blackmon and Story — have hit at least 18 home runs this 

season, the most in franchise history prior to the all-star break. The last team to accomplish the feat was the 

2009 Philadelphia Phillies. 

The Rockies’ four-run fifth inning featured RBI singles by Gerardo Parra, Desmond and Tony Wolters, who knocked in two 

with his rap to right field. 

Right-hander Jeff Hoffman, called up from Triple-A Albuquerque to make an emergency start in place of  Senzatela — out 

with a blister on the middle finger of his pitching hand — gave the Rockies 3 ⅓ uneven innings. He was charged with 

three runs on eight hits. 

“The competitor in me says I wanted to be better and wanted me to go longer,” said Hoffman, who’s still in the process of 

building up strength in his right shoulder.  “But at the same time,  in the process of building back up, I know that throwing 

100 pitches tonight. So my goal tonight was to go as hard as I can, for as long as I can.” 

Hoffman had a rocky start and a rough ending. The Mariners scored two runs in the first on consecutive singles by Dee 

Gordon, Jean Segura and Mitch Haniger, and Hoffman’s throwing error to first base on a pickoff attempt compounded the 

damage. In the fourth, Seattle’s Chris Herrmann banged out a triple to center and scored on a single up the middle by 

Bergman. 
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Journal: Jon Gray’s unexpected comeback start for Rockies is bigger than one game 
Gray’s problems are not about firepower 
 
Patrick Saunders | Denver Post | Jul. 13th, 2018 
 

Bud Black said what you’d expect a manager to say when his back is against the wall. 

“Jon has proven to be a very capable major-league starting pitcher,” Black said Friday afternoon before the Rockies 

opened a crucial three-game series against the Mariners at Coors Field. “We have seen great things from Jon, and he’s 

delivered many times as a big-league starting pitcher over the last couple of years. We are confident Jon can do that 

again tomorrow.” 

The Jon that Black was speaking of, of course, was Jon Gray, Colorado’s opening-day starter and the third overall pick in 

the 2013 draft who was recently demoted to Triple-A Albuquerque. He was sent down to tweak some mechanical issues, 

work on the mental and emotional aspects of his game and regain some lagging confidence. 

Gray was supposed to spend more time working down on the farm, but finger injuries to right-handed starters Chad Bettis 

and Antonio Senzatela — they both have blisters on the middle finger of their pitching hand — necessitated Gray’s quick 

return to Colorado’s starting rotation. He’ll be on the mound Saturday night vs. the Mariners. 

“I’ve just been trying to throw the ball naturally, so I think it quieted down quite a few things,” said Gray, who made two 

starts at Triple-A after being sent down. He was a discouraging 7-7 with a 5.77 ERA and a 1.49 WHIP in 17 starts with the 

Rockies. 

Gray’s problems are not about firepower. He’s consistently shown the ability to strike batters out. His problems has been 

giving up big hits in big moments, and a nagging inability keep bad innings from snowballing. 

“You can look at Jon’s strikeout totals, they’re top 10 in the league,” Black said when Gray was sent down. “But there 

have been some frustrating moments for him. Some of the other markers are not what we need right now in a big-league 

game.” 

That did not suddenly change after a two-game stint with the Isotopes, in which Gray went 1-0 with a 3.38 ERA, walking 

four and striking out 13 over 10 ⅔ innings. 
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Gray, however, certainly seems eager for a second chance this season. 

“I have kind of hit the reset button and quieted down a lot of things,” he said. “This will be a big start, but you still have to 

treat it like any other. But this is a big part of the season, the way we have been playing. You want to take something good 

into there, and hope it’s part of the good momentum going forward. 

“That’s where my mind is. I’m just going to go out there and do my best.” 

Come through with a shutdown performance on Saturday and Gray will likely find himself back in the rotation after the 

Rockies return from the all-star break. Falter, and Gray will likely be wearing an Isotopes jersey for quite a while. 

Finger issues. Senzatela, scheduled to start Friday night’s game against Seattle at Coors Field, was scratched Friday 

afternoon because of that painful blister. He was placed on the 10-day disabled list, retroactive to Tuesday. 

Taking Senzatela’s place on the mound Friday night was right-hander Jeff Hoffman, who made his second stint on the 

active roster this season. Friday night, however, was his first start in the majors this season. 

Senzatela, 23, has gone 3-2 with a 5.34 ERA (30.1 IP, 18 ER), nine walks and 20 strikeouts across 10 relief appearances 

and two starts with the Rockies. He felt pain after his bullpen session on Tuesday, then discovered the blister on his finger 

Wednesday morning. By Thursday, the finger had become infected. Now he’s getting treatment. 

 “They cleaned up everything and now it’s better,” said Senzatela, who said it flared up when he was throwing his slider. 

Black hopes Senzatela’s DL stint will be short. 

“The blister turning into an infection cost him a start and I think in due time — in a relatively short period of time — he 

should be back playing catch,” Black said. “We are cautiously optimistic about Antonio’s return to the rotation after the all-

star break.” 

Looking ahead 

Mariners LHP Wade LeBlanc (5-0, 3.39 ERA) at Rockies RHP Jon Gray (7-7, 5.77 ERA), 7:10 p.m. Saturday; ATTRM, 

850 AM 

Gray didn’t think he would be back from Triple-A so soon, but here he is, pitching in a big series before the all-star break. 

Blisters on the right middle finger of two Rockies starters — Chad Bettis and Antonio Senzatela — prompted the Rockies 
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to recall Gray. In two starts at Triple-A Albuquerque (10 ⅓ innings), Gray was 1-0 with a 3.38 ERA, four walks and 13 

strikeouts. He concentrated on pitching better from the stretch with runners on base. Gray’s struggles at the big-league 

level have been well chronicled. While his “stuff” is of ace caliber, his ability to utilize that stuff has been inconsistent. 

LeBlanc beat the Rockies last Sunday at Seattle, despite giving up three home runs and four runs total across six innings. 

He has not lost a decision this season and the Mariners are 10-3 in his 13 starts. In his career vs. Colorado, he’s 3-3 with 

a 6.46 ERA in 10 games (eight starts). 

Sunday: Mariners RHP Mike Leake (8-6, 4.36) at Rockies LHP Tyler Anderson (6-3, 3.76), 1:10 p.m., ATTRM 

Monday-Thursday: All-star break 
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Jon Gray set to be recalled from Triple-A and will start Saturday; Antonio Senzatela, who was scheduled to start 
tonight, headed to DL 
 
Patrick Saunders | Denver Post | Jul. 13th, 2018 
 

If it’s not one finger, it’s another. 

Rockies right-hander Antonio Senzatela, scheduled to start Friday night’s game against Seattle at Coors Field, has been 

scratched because of a blister on his right middle finger. He was placed on the 10-day disabled list, retroactive to 

Tuesday. 

Taking Senzatela’s place on the mound Friday night will be right-hander Jeff Hoffman, who will be making his second stint 

on the active roster this season. Friday night, however, will be his first start in the majors this season. 

In addition, right-hander Jon Gray will be recalled from Triple-A and will start Saturday’s game in place of veteran right-

hander Chad Bettis, who is also dealing with a blister on the middle finger of his right hand. 

“I’ve just been trying to throw the ball naturally, so I think it quieted down quite a few things,” said Gray, who made two 

starts at Triple-A after being sent down to work on his mechanics and clear his head. Gray was 7-7 with a 5.77 ERA and a 

1.49 WHIP in 17 starts with the Rockies. 

Hoffman was initially recalled from Triple-A Albuquerque on June 8 and made five relief appearances, posting a 10.13 

ERA before being optioned back to Albuquerque on June 27. In 13 starts with the Isotopes, he is 3-4 with a 4.07 ERA, 30 

walks and 68 strikeouts. 

“Jeff has been in this situation before, where we have called him up (last season) to make a spot start, and he’s 

delivered,” manager Bud Black said. “If he’s done it once, or a couple of times, that lead me to believe that he can do it 

again.” 

Senzatela, 23, has gone 3-2 with a 5.34 ERA (30.1 IP, 18 ER), nine walks and 20 strikeouts across 10 relief appearances 

and two starts with the Rockies. He felt pain after his bullpen session on Tuesday, then discovered the blister on his finger 

Wednesday morning. By Thursday, the finger had become infected. Now he’s getting treatment. 

“They cleaned up everything and now it’s better,” said Senzatela, who said it flared up when he was throwing his slider. 
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Black hopes Senzatela’s DL stint will be short. 

“The blister turning into an infection cost him a start and I think in due time — in a relatively short period of time — he 

should be back playing catch,” Black said. “We are cautiously optimistic about Antonio’s return to the rotation after the all-

star break.” 
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Rockies 10, Mariners 7: It’s Story time 
Rockies offense stays hot, overpowers Mariners 
 
Ryan Schoppe | Purple Row | Jul. 13th, 2018 
 

The Rockies continued their winning ways against the Seattle Mariners Friday night behind another impressive offensive 

showing. Tonight was the Rockies third win in a row, eighth in the last 10 games and 11th in the last 14. Considering that 

their opposition during that stretch has been made up entirely of games against the 

Mariners, Dodgers, Giants and Diamondbacks, it has been a very impressive run of games that have catapulted the 

Rockies back into contention. 

Story time 

Trevor Story has put together an amazing season already as he’s finally tamed his tendency to strike out while 

maintaining his prodigious power and Gold Glove caliber defense. That story (sorry I couldn’t resist) continued tonight as 

he drove in four more runs with a home run and double to lead the Rockies offense. 

Welcome back piggyback 

In his first start back with the MLB team, Jeff Hoffman only lasted into the 4th inning before being pull due to 

ineffectiveness. A taxing game for the Rockies bullpen seemed to be in the cards until Harrison Musgrave stepped up in 

a big way for the Rockies. Musgrave pitched three innings and save the rest of the team pitching into the seventh, though 

he did create a bit of a mess before departing that Chris Rusin was unable to clean up. 

Stay hot Charlie 

Like Story Charlie Blackmon hit a double and home run in his five at bats. Ever since getting a day off at the beginning of 

the month, Blackmon has been back to his old self and tormenting opponent’s pitching. This first inning bomb trimmed the 

Rockies early two-run deficit in half. 

Up next 

The Rockies play their next-to-last game before the All-Star break tomorrow night at 7:10 pm MT. Jon Gray returns from 

his brief hiatus in Triple-A for Colorado as the look to stay hot heading into the break and win yet another series against a 

quality opponent. 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/seattle-mariners
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/los-angeles-dodgers
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/san-francisco-giants
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/arizona-diamondbacks
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302014/trevor-story
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/190283/trevor-story
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/282122/jeff-hoffman
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/297940/harrison-musgrave
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302006/harrison-musgrave
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/151441/chris-rusin
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/244745/jon-gray
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Colorado Rockies: DJ LeMahieu and the future at second base 
 
Aaron Hurt | Rox Pile | Jul. 13th, 2018 

After making two great stops in the first and another in the second inning of Friday night’s game, it got me thinking about 

second baseman DJ LeMahieu and his future with the Colorado Rockies. 

For the last six-plus seasons, the now-30-year-old LeMahieu (Happy Birthday, DJ!) has been the model of consistency at 

a position that had been a revolving door in Colorado for quite some time before his arrival in 2012. Unfortunately, the 

2016 NL batting champ, two time All-Star and two time Gold Glove winner may be running out of time in a Rockies’ 

uniform. 

The Rockies no longer have control of LeMahieu as he signed for $8.5 million in his final year of arbitration this past 

winter. With no control over his rights, DJ’s play has him in line for a hefty payday from the highest bidder in the 

offseason. 

The assumption has been that the Rockies would either trade DJ at the deadline or let him walk after the season and #1 

prospect Brendan Rodgers, who is in Double-A Hartford and a natural shortstop, slide over and replace DJ at second 

next season. If Rodgers isn’t ready, another hot prospect who is in Triple-A Albuquerque, Garrett Hampson would take 

on the role. 

But … recently, the Rockies have crept within a couple games of the playoff race and could possibly be buyers at the 

trade deadline. This team is set up to win right now. So would GM Jeff Bridich do the unthinkable and decide to use their 

prized prospect (Rodgers) as trade bait to reel in a big fish (such as a Jacob deGrom, Noah Syndergaard, or Chris 

Archer) to go for it all this year and maybe next? 

This practically goes against everything the Rockies have ever done with their farm system as they hoard their prospects 

and hope they pan out in the end. But sometimes prospects don’t pan out and that could be the case with Rodgers, who 

isn’t a second baseman. 

So could the Rockies dare do the unthinkable, part with Rodgers and try to strike a three- or four-year deal with a proven 

commodity that is LeMahieu? Obviously, the Rockies are looking to have enough payroll to re-sign Nolan Arenado but if 

they aren’t winning, Arenado likely won’t sign anyway. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/l/lemahdj01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://roxpile.com/analysis/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=rodger000bre&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=hampso000gar&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/degroja01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/syndeno01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/archech01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/archech01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/arenano01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Letting a huge prospect go may be hard but so is letting go a proven vet who has been a cornerstone in what has been 

one of the best defenses in Major League Baseball for the last few years. The dilemma is simple: Should the Rockies 

trade away the future for the possibility of winning now? Jeff Bridich is on the clock and time is running out on making that 

decision. 
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Colorado Rockies: The post- All-Star break pitching rotation 
 
Luke Mullins | Rox Pile | Jul. 13th, 2018 

When the Colorado Rockies resume play after the All Star break, their starting  rotation will reset with a new #1 

starter.  Here’s a glimpse at what it could look like. 

1. Kyle Freeland 

This is a no-brainier.  Not only has the Denver native been the Rockies’ ace this season, but he’s developed into one of 

the best pitchers in the National League.   Freeland is 8-6 with a 3.11 ERA and has led a revived Rockies’ rotation back 

to prominence and helped carry his team to into the heat of playoff competition.  He currently sits fifth among all NL 

players in WAR, but somehow missed outon an All star Game selection.  For the Rockies, when its all on the line, 

Freeland is the guy you want on the mound. 

2. Tyler Anderson 

Anderson’s been around for parts of three seasons now and he’s hit enough short rough patches to inflate his numbers to 

the point that it can be hard to tell how good he really is.  But if he continues pitching like he is right now, that will no 

longer be a problem by the end of the season.  The lefty is having a career year at 6-3, 3.76, and 102 K’s.  Over his last 

seven starts, Anderson has been nearly untouchable, posting a 2.09 ERA  and a K/9 over 9.  This stretch includes back-

to-back games of 8 scoreless innings where Anderson looked a lot like the guy who put up a 1.19 ERA and 0.71 WHIP in 

his final four games of 2017. 

3. German Marquez 

Marquez struggled early-on but has the stuff to be an elite pitcher at the big-league level.  We saw it last season when he 

was, at times, the Rockies best pitcher and we’ve seen it again in his last three starts over which he has a 1.80 ERA. 

The best of those starts came in a key match-up against the Dodgers when he gave up one run on just two hits over eight 

innings. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/f/freelky01.shtml
https://roxpile.com/2018/06/27/the-colorado-rockies-have-one-of-the-nls-elite-young-arms/
https://roxpile.com/2018/07/12/colorado-rockies-kyle-freeland-deserves-star/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/anderty01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/marquge01.shtml


    

18 

 

4. Antonio Senzatela/Jon Gray 

Senzatela stepped into Gray’s spot in the rotation after Gray was demoted to AAA.  Senzatela’s first start was great, 

surrendering no runs on just 3 hits over 7 innings.  His second start was not as bad as it looked on paper the morning 

after. 

Senzatela gave up 3 runs in the first but retired 13 of 14 batters faced before a walk and a single set up Ryon Healy for a 

3-run homer in the 6th.  His start Friday night could determine whether or not he stays in the rotation.  Gray, has pitched 

decently at AAA Albuquerque and could see a return to the Rockies in the second half. 

5. Chad Bettis/Gray/Yency Almonte 

After a strong start, Bettis has struggled and watched his ERA skyrocket to 5.10.  He was placed on the DL with a blister 

and though he was scheduled to return Saturday, he has been scratched from that start and the Rockies are yet to name 

his replacement.  Gray could make his return in Bettis’ place, or the Rockies could opt to give Almonte his first big-league 

start. 

Almonte, who turned 24 in June, was ranked as the number 10 prospect in the Rockies farm system by MLB.com at the 

beginning of the season. At the major league level this year, Almonte has pitched 4 innings over 3 games out of the 

bullpen for Colorado this season and only given up 2 unearned runs.  Depending on how long Bettis is out with the blister, 

his spot in the rotation could remain a question mark into the second half. 

Final Thoughts 

This picture could change if the Rockies add a veteran starter to the mix before the deadline, but for the time being, at 

least the front end of the rotation looks pretty set. 

With Freeland and Anderson leading the way, it looks like the Rockies’ starters may finally be putting it all together. 

  

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/senzaan01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/grayjo02.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/bettich01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/almonye01.shtml
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BSN Exclusive: Brendan Rodgers dishes on his development, teammate says he’s ready for The Show 
 
Patrick Lyons | BSN Denver | Jul. 13th, 2018 
 

HARTFORD, Conn. – Wednesday night marked the third consecutive year Brendan Rodgers was selected to play in his 

league’s All-Star Game. 

This Sunday will mark the second consecutive year the third overall pick in the 2015 MLB Draft will represent the 

Colorado Rockies in the All-Star Futures Game, a showcase game highlighting baseball’s top prospects that began in 

1999. 

In being selected, Rodgers will join a special group of Rockies players to have appeared on two All-Star Futures Game 

rosters, a feat accomplished just six times previously for the franchise: Ben Petrick (1999-2000), Jorge de la Rosa (2002-

2003), Carlos Gonzalez (2006-2007), Willin Rosario (2010-2011), Nolan Arenado (2011-2012), and Raimel Tapia (2015-

2016). 

In last year’s parade of prospects at Marlins Park in Miami, Rodgers was spectacular in limited action. He started the 

game at second base for the U.S. team and batted ninth in the order, driving in a run with a sacrifice fly in his first plate 

appearance and hitting a single in the fourth, later coming around to score a run that would give his team a 5-0 lead. 

The former high school all-American even delivered on the defensive side of the ball, making an impressive diving stop off 

the bat of the slugging Padres first base prospect, Josh Naylor. 

“It was unbelievable,” Rodgers told BSN Denver, of his time at the game. “Probably one of the best experiences that I 

could imagine. It was about as big league as I can think of the big leagues being. Obviously, I’ve never been there. It was 

on a big league field— pretty much a brand new stadium—and a big league clubhouse.” 

THE PATH BEGINS 

When you’re deemed the best high school player in the country by the cognoscenti of baseball, one might think one is 

destined for stardom. Such a foregone conclusion has been the downfall of countless “can’t miss” amateurs and minor-

leaguers. 
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In 2015, the shortstop from Winter Park, Fla., was considered the most talented amateur in the country by several 

prospect pundits. With the first overall pick in that year’s draft, the Arizona Diamondbacks opted to select a more polished 

player, Vanderbilt’s Dansby Swanson. The Houston Astros followed suit and chose LSU’s Alex Bregman with the second 

pick. 

Fully aware of the long process in developing high school players, the Rockies opted to take the 18-year-old Rodgers out 

of Lake Mary High School with the third overall pick. 

While Swanson and Bregman finished high school and went on to play Division I baseball in the Southeastern Conference 

(SEC) as 19-year-olds, Rodgers was sent packing to the western slope of Colorado to play in the short-season Pioneer 

League at 18. 

As one the youngest members of the Grand Junction Rockies, he struggled during the early parts of his first professional 

season, hitting just .233 (17-for-73) during the first half. It was a major adjustment for Rodgers from the amateur ranks to 

the pressures of professional baseball. 

“I was just trying to get out there and have fun and get used to the pro lifestyle. I had an OK year. I just struggled with 

injuries and as the years progressed on, I learned how to take care of my body and that was one of the biggest things was 

trying to just be on the field. That’s where you’re going to succeed the most, is if you’re on the field,” he said. 

Rodgers rebounded with 22 hits in his next 70 at-bats (.314) during the second half of that first season. His final totals 

were behind many of his teammates, but considering he was about three years younger than average GJ Rockies player, 

he drew good marks. 

After a session of batting practice, while preparing for a game against Eastern League rival Richmond this summer, the 

21-year-old was asked if this second half success was due to improved health or simply adjustments in becoming a 

professional. 

“I would say adjustments of being a pro. And just confidence. I didn’t really know what I was getting into coming out of 

high school. I started getting a little more feel for it. And it turned out better in the second half.” 

ALL-STAR LIFE 
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The 2016 season for Rodgers was spent in Low-A with Asheville of the South Atlantic League, at historic McCormick 

Field. 

Though a brief DL stint in May scaled back his games-played during the first half, Rodgers did enough to be named to the 

SAL All-Star Team. 

At season’s end, Rodgers tallied 19 home runs, 73 runs batted in and a .281 batting average, finishing in the top 10 of the 

league in runs, hits, doubles, home runs and slugging percentage. 

Rodgers received several awards during that offseason. He earned the Most Outstanding Prospect award from the South 

Atlantic League and was named to the Annual All-Star Team, a Rockies Organization All-Star and Baseball America’s 

Low-A All-Star Team. 

If 2016 did not legitimize Brendan Rodgers as a top prospect, the start of 2017 season would christen him as a future star 

in this game. 

With High-A Lancaster JetHawks of the California League, Rodgers would hit 12 home runs with 47 runs batted in on his 

way to a .387/.407/.671 slash line in just 51 games during the first half. 

He was named the league’s Player of the Month in May and won the league’s Player of the Week three times in a five-

week span between May 14 -June 11. During this period, he assembled a 23-game hit streak between May 2-June 15, 

second longest in the CAL in 2017. 

With little else to prove, he was sent to Double-A Hartford on June 22, after playing in the CAL All-Star game. 

THE YARD GOAT 

In a little over a year at Hartford, Rodgers has shown himself to be productive. In 120 games at Double-A entering their 

break, he has 23 home runs, 75 runs batted in and 66 runs scored to go along with a .267/.329/.480 slash line. 

When Rodgers advanced from High-A last year, he mentioned the many differences in play following his promotion. 

“Pitching and defense are the two biggest things that I’ve noticed,” he said. “Outfielders are running more balls down that 

you think are probably hits and infielders are making diving plays and whatnot on the infield. Pitchers, bullpen guys, 
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having better stuff, in general. Same with the starters. More velocity and being able to command the zone, in and out. You 

just got to be patient. Usually, you’re going to get one pitch in an at-bat, you just try not to miss it.” 

Stadium size is also a factor as prospects advance closer to the Major Leagues. Not only is the capacity of crowds within 

each park a change, but the expanse behind a second deck and other unique ballparks features can be a challenge. 

“Pop flies are one of the main (challenges). We have a tough hitter’s eye (at Dunkin Donuts Park). When the sun’s setting, 

first couple innings, hitting is a little a tough to get used to,” he said. “But, when you get used to it, get some at-bats, it gets 

a little better. Everyone dreads when the sun is shining right onto that green hitter’s eye with the glare. It’s pretty tough. I 

warn everyone when they step in the box.” 

ADJUSTMENTS AND ADAPTATIONS 

If it’s not bad enough that a ballpark can be your own worst enemy, consider the ferocity of Mother Nature. 

One of the bigger challenges Rodgers faced came at the start of the 2018 season, his second with the Yard Goats. 

Temperature on opening day was 39 degrees without a single ray of sunshine breaking through the clouds above Dunkin’ 

Donuts Park. 

Inclement weather throughout the entire northeast made finding a rhythm difficult. In April, consecutive games were 

canceled, in separate cities, in different states. 

For the Florida native, it was a small taste of what playing baseball in Colorado at Coors Field can be like in the spring. 

“It was brutal,” he said. “It was something you’ve just got to play through. It was more mental than physical. If you tell 

yourself it’s not cold, you just can’t think it’s that cold. You’ve got to prepare yourself, wear whatever you need to wear to 

protect your body. The other side is just mental. You’ve got to grind through it. That first month, month-and-a-half was 

tough. It showed everyone. We struggled as a team, overall. But we bounced back when it started to warm up. I think 

that’s what we were waiting for was some warmer weather.” 

Rodgers is careful to not develop any of the bad habits that can plague young players in their early careers. 
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Consider his time spent in hitter-friendly ballparks, such as those in Asheville and Lancaster. His approach has been the 

same no matter the location and tries to break any of the bad habits as soon as they should develop. 

What are those bad habits he’s working through? 

“Maybe just trying to pull the ball too much,” he admits. “When I get in trouble, it’s exactly that: I pull the ball. I get pull 

happy. I’ve just got to stay in the middle of the field, use the whole field. That’s when I’m at my best is when I use the 

entire field. I just try to stay as consistent as I can using the whole field.” 

Should Rodgers get a chance to play substantial games at The Lab, home of the Albuquerque Isotopes, his use of the 

whole field could quickly double his career total of seven triples. 

ON THE DEFENSE 

The biggest development for Rodgers during four seasons in the minors has been his defensive flexibility. Drafted as a 

shortstop, Rodgers played exclusively at the position in year one. He got an opportunity to play 24 games at second base 

in 2016, compared to 56 at shortstop that year. 

At his next stops in Lancaster and Hartford, Rodgers played many fewer games at second base. 

In 2018, Rodgers embarked on learning a new position: third base. 

Rodgers has actually started more games at third base than at second base this season, 17-to-15, and has only played 

59% of his innings in the field at shortstop during the first half, down from 89% last year. 

This flexibility is welcomed by the young fielder. 

“Bouncing around all over the place, I just love learning new positions and new things,” he says. “I love getting input from 

our manager and people high up about certain things at certain positions. Second base, I’ve been playing there since 

Low-A. Third base is new this year, but I feel pretty good over there. I think I’ve played about 15 games there and I feel 

pretty good.” 

When pressed, Rodgers feels his best position is the one most familiar to him. 
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“I would still say shortstop. I’ve played shortstop my whole life. I feel most comfortable there.” 

It’s this ability to adjust that have coaches and fellow players alike commending Rodgers for what he brings to the park 

everyday, as an infielder, hitter, and teammate. 

After a Yard Goats victory in late June saw Rodgers go 2-for-4 with a double and run scored, manager Warren Schaeffer 

showered praise upon the top prospect. 

“Brendan’s great,” he beemed. “He never takes an at-bat off. He’s a fantastic hitter. His defense has gotten so much 

better this year. He’s a complete all-around player. His speed plays now. I’ve got only good things to say about Rodgers.” 

Though the $5.5 million investment made by the Rockies has yet to see return at the major-league level, Yonathan Daza, 

member of the Rockies 40-man roster, thinks the first returns for the organization could come sooner than later. 

“I like him,” he says. “I’ve got a good relationship with him. Last year, I went to his house in Florida and worked out with 

him a little bit. For me, I think he’s ready to play in the big leagues and do what he does here.” 
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Story joins elite company as Rockies roll Mariners 
 
Drew Creasman | BSN Denver | Jul. 13th, 2018 
 

DENVER – On paper, Friday night’s contest between the Colorado Rockies and the Seattle Mariners was set to be an 

odd one. Both clubs needed to reach into their depth and call up a pitcher to make the start. 

For the Mariners, it was former-Rockie, Christian Bergman. For the Rox, it was the highly touted but still unpolished Jeff 

Hoffman. 

Hoffman just barely handled the spot start better giving his team a chance to compete. And boy, did they ever. 

Getting another offensive explosion and displaying dynamite defense that begs for an update to the “Coors Shield” 

moniker, the Rockies turned a tight contest into a blowout in a hurry. The Mariners got back in the game in the final few 

innings, but the home club held on for a 10-7 win. 

Things got off to a rough start right away for Hoffman who gave up an infield single to one of the fastest men in the game, 

Dee Gordon, who just beat out a fantastic attempt from DJ LeMahieu at second. Then, in a perfectly-executed hit-and-run, 

Gordon took off for second, turning what would have been a ground ball double play off the bat of Jean Segura into a 

single to right field, easily allowing the runner to advance to third. 

Hoffman, rightfully worried about the speed aboard, then unleashed a bad throw to first on a pickoff attempt, and Gordon 

was able to trot home, Segura to second. 

Mitch Haniger followed with a more traditional single on a line drive to right, but even that just barely got over a leaping try 

from Ian Desmond at first, who deflected the baseball, and the Mariners took a 2-0 lead before recording an out. 

The Rockies starter settled in, though, and got quick outs from Kyle Seager and Ryon Healy before finally being bailed out 

by LeMahieu who this time was able to convert his phenomenal effort into an out at first. That is, after a review confirmed 

as such and took a run off the board for Seattle. 

Colorado got one back right away on a solo home run to deep center by Charlie Blackmon, his 19th round-tripper of the 

season. 
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They tied it in the second thanks to a leadoff double from Gerardo Parra, an opposite-field single by Ian Desmond and an 

RBI groundout from Wolters. 

The Rockies made it three straight innings scoring a run with a two-out rally in the third to take the lead. Carlos Gonzalez 

drew a walk in front of Trevor Story’s 19th home run of the season, another deep fly over the wall in center, to give his 

club a 4-2 lead. 

The Mariners struck back in the fourth. After a Ben Gamel single was erased on a pickoff from Wolters that included an 

entertaining pickle between first and second, Chris Herrmann tripled into the gap in left-center. 

With one out and AL pitcher Christian Bergman at the plate, the Rockies brought the infield in but his groundball snuck 

just by a diving attempt from Story. 

With that, manager Bud Black went to Harrison Musgrave, concluding Hoffman’s shaky but still effective spot start. 

Musgrave quickly retired Gordon and Segura to escape the inning with the lead still intact, thanks again to some excellent, 

heads-up defense. 

Musgrave walked the first batter of the fifth got Seager to ground into a double play before Denard Span hit a weak 

ground ball to first. 

Then the Rockies offense struck with fire and fury. Charlie Blackmon led off with a double to left then made a rare mistake 

when he took off for third on an Arenado groundball and was thrown out. That still didn’t stop the Rockies from their big 

inning. 

Gonzalez lucked his way into a swinging bunt hit before Story flew out to deep right field. But Parra came through in the 

clutch, as he has done all year, singling to left to plate Arenado and give his team a 5-3 lead. Desmond followed that by 

shooting a single to right to score another and Wolters put the icing on the cake with a two-run single back up the middle 

and suddenly the Rockies held an 8-3 lead. 

Colorado got two more in the sixth on a LeMahieu double, a CarGo single, and a two-RBI double from Story. 
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Musgrave stayed on for the seventh but appeared to be tiring after he got Gordon to ground out. He walked Segura and 

Haniger and surrendered a single to Seager before needing to be pulled in favor of Chris Rusin. Rusin threw just one pitch 

that Span lined into the gap in right-center field scoring a pair to bring the Mariners back within four. 

Scott Oberg came on and struck out Healy but Ben Gamel managed to beat out a little bouncer over the mound for an 

infield hit that made it 10-7, Rockies. Oberg struck out Herrmann to end the inning. 

Adam Ottavino pitched a clean eighth with two strikes out. Or, you could say, he ordered the usual. 

The Rockies called upon their closer, Wade Davis, for the ninth. He worked a clean inning with a pair of strikeouts to 

secure the game. 

Colorado improved to 49-45 and are 2.5 games out of first place in the NL West. 

Trevor Story is only the second NL All-Star in history to enter the break with at least 67 RBI. Ernie Banks accomplished 

the feat twice. 

FINAL STATS: 

Jeff Hoffman: 3.1 IP, 8 H, 3 ER, 1 BB, 2 K 

Harrison Musgrave: 3 IP, 2 H, 3 ER, 3 BB 

Chris Rusin: 0.0 IP, 1 H, 1 ER 

Scott Oberg: 0.2 IP, 1 H, 2 K 

Adam Ottavino: 1 IP, 0 H, 0 ER, 2 K 

  

Trevor Story: 2-for-4, 1 R, 4 RBI HR (19) 

Charlie Blackmon: 2-for-4, 1 R, 1 RBI HR (19) 

Carlos Gonzalez: 3-for-3, 3 R 

Gerardo Parra: 2-for-3, 2 R, 1 RBI 

Ian Desmond: 2-for-4, 1 R, 1 RBI 

Tony Wolters: 1-for-4, 3 RBI 
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BSN Exclusive: How one Rockies reliever used a demotion as fuel to emerge as a vital piece 
 
Drew Creasman | BSN Denver | Jul. 13th, 2018 
 

DENVER – Since the middle of last month, the Colorado Rockies have sent tried to charm, cajole, browbeat and flat out 

plead for any meaningful help from the bullpen. In the Rockies’ case, the ‘B’ stands for “beleaguered” whenever 

mentioning the bullpen. 

The search continues for a reliable answer to who bridges the gap between a starting rotation that has found its groove 

and the backend featuring Adam Ottavino and Wade Davis. 

At the moment of publication, though, it seems the man for that job—all other things being even—is Scott Oberg. 

Unless a string of lefties is on the slate, that is who manager Bud Black has been turning to the past few weeks, and it has 

quietly been working very well, thank you very much. Prayers answered, one might say. 

Since returning from the DL on May 29, Oberg has given up just one earned run on 10 hits over 14.1 innings of work. 

I asked him if he feels as good as he ever has in his career and responded that he was getting to that place right when 

injury struck. 

“I felt like that even once I had come back up from Triple-A, right before going on the DL,” he said. “I made a few 

adjustments down there, kind of worked on my mental side of things, just made sure that I used time down there to solidify 

some of the things that the organization wanted to see from me and what I wanted to see from myself. It’s kind of nice 

right now to see some fruits of the labor. 

He knows, too, that his production, however under the radar, has come at a vital time when so many of his bullpen 

brethren are struggling. 

“Yeah, you know, every time you take the ball, you’re pitching for the team, not for yourself,” he says. “So, obviously the 

bullpen has kind of been shaky, up and down this year, so anytime that I can go in and help the team and try to pick some 

guys up, that’s what I’m going out there to try and do.” 

And as he has successfully picked up his teammates he has found the importance of his role increase. 
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In a divisional game against the Giants, with Ottavino unavailable to pitch, Oberg was asked to step into the shoes of one 

of the best relievers in the National League. And he passed the test with a quick inning. 

He did give up a leadoff single in that inning, something that has been a bad omen for many Rockies pitchers this season. 

But he used his power-pitching method to get the double play ball he needed. 

“With that particular situation because of where they’re at in the line-up, I knew they weren’t going to be bunting,” he 

laughs. “Those guys really have swung the bat well all season. So, I just wanted to start them off with a pitch that I thought 

maybe I could get a ground ball on. Things kind of happened and got a double-play on it.” 

His ability to handle those situations better has been key. His 3.20 ERA on the season reveals that he hasn’t exactly been 

knocked around. But he has struggled to strand runners, which relievers must do. Since his return, he has allowed just 

one inherited base runner to score, getting some help from Nolan Arenado in Thursday’s series-clincher over the Arizona 

Diamondbacks. 

He keeps getting the results, which means Black is likely to keep handing him the ball, saying after Friday night’s win over 

Seattle that he expect Oberg to play a vital role in the stretch run. 

“It feels good that Bud’s got that confidence in me,” Oberg said. “I have that confidence in myself. I feel like my teammates 

have that confidence in me, so I’m just trying to go out and compete, throw strikes and give all that I’ve got every night.” 
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Trevor Story continues to swing a hot bat heading into the All-Star break 
 
Justin Michael | Mile High Sports | Jul. 13th, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies are 8-2 over the last 10 ball games and a large reason the club has found success of late has been 

the strong starting pitching, but it has also been due to timely hitting from guys like Trevor Story. 

In Friday night’s 10-7 victory over the Seattle Mariners, Story picked up four RBI to bring his season total to 67, which is 

the third-most by a shortstop before the All-Star break in National League history. Chicago Cubs legend Ernie Banks went 

into the Midsummer Classic with 76 RBI in both 1959 and 1960. 

Since breaking into the league in 2016 with a pair of home runs on his major league debut, including a three-run bomb off 

Zack Greinke, Story has struggled with consistency at times, tending to be an all or nothing guy at the plate. However, 

when he is producing as many runs as he currently is, Rockies manager Bud Black is more than willing to put up with a 

few strikeouts. 

In 2016, Story had an Offensive Wins Above Replacement (oWAR) rating of 2.8. This advanced sabermetric represents 

how many wins that a player added to a team above what a position player would; but unlike WAR, which also accounts 

for fielding, oWAR simply looks at how a player fared in the batter’s box. So, essentially what this means is the Rockies 

would win 2.8 more games in a season if they had Story as their starter than they would without him in the lineup. For 

reference, the average big league starter should be at 2.0 or higher. 

Following an extremely successful first major league season that likely would have ended with the Rockies young short 

stop winning Rookie of the Year, if he had not gotten injured and had to miss over 60 games, Story’s oWAR rating dipped 

to just 1.5 in 2017. Even more concerning, his slugging percentage dropped from .567 in 2016 to .457 in 2017, his batting 

averaged decreased by 32 points and he led the NL with 191 strikeouts in 555 at-bats (38 percent). 

Through the first 93 games of the 2018 season, Story appears to have figured things out at the plate. The Irving, TX. 

native has cut his strikeout percentage down to 25 percent and he has done so without losing any of his power. Story is 

currently slugging .553, has hit batting average back up to .291 and is taking more pitches, which is evident in his career-

best on-base percentage (.353). With 69 games still remaining in the regular season, Story (27) only needs five more 

doubles to match last season’s total of 32 and 16 more hits to equal his 2017 season total of 120. He is also just 15 RBI 

https://milehighsports.com/rockies-vs-mariners-july-13-2018/
https://milehighsports.com/trevor-story-homers-twice-in-major-league-debut/
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away from matching 2017’s total of 82 and already has more stolen bases (12) than either of his first two professional 

seasons. 

Currently sitting three games out of first place in the NL West, the Rockies will need their young short stop to continue to 

rake if they are going to have any chance of competing with the Diamondbacks and Dodgers for the division crown. The 

Rockies and Mariners will face off in Game 2 of the three-game series Saturday night. First pitch is scheduled for 7:10 p.m 

with Jon Gray expected to take the mound for Colorado. 

  

https://milehighsports.com/jon-gray-set-to-be-recalled-from-triple-a-albuquerque/
https://milehighsports.com/jon-gray-set-to-be-recalled-from-triple-a-albuquerque/
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Rockies’ bats stay hot in strong showing vs Mariners 
 
Aniello Piro | Mile High Sports | Jul. 13th, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies defeated the Seattle Mariners Friday night, 10-7. 

The Mariners jumped out to an early lead in the first inning when Mitch Haniger drove home the first run of the evening on 

an RBI single. The Mariners later scored again after an error from Jeff Hoffman on a pick-off attempt. 

However, the Rockies answered quickly as Charlie Blackmon roped a solo home run to center field in the bottom of the 

first to cut the score to 2-1. 

Rockies’ starting pitcher Jeff Hoffman, who was called up Friday from Triple-A Albuquerque, buckled down in the second 

inning which allowed the Rockies to tie the score in the bottom half of the frame. Gerardo Parra and Ian Desmond started 

the inning with base hits which then followed by catcher Tony Wolters hitting into a fielder’s choice to score a run to tie the 

game. 

The Rockies scored another pair of runs in the following inning when shortstop Trevor Story blasted a two-run home run 

to center field to push Colorado ahead 4-2 in the third. 

Seattle got a run back in the fourth inning when pitcher Christian Bergman helped his own cause by hitting an RBI single 

to center field. 

The Rockies clapped back in the bottom of the fifth inning by scoring four runs. The tandem of Parra and Desmond 

duplicated and furthered their success from the second inning by each hitting RBI singles which were followed by a third 

from Wolters to extend the Rockies’ lead to 8-3. 

Colorado plated an additional two runs in the sixth inning after Story ripped a double to deep right-center field, which 

pushed the Rockies ahead 10-3. 

The Mariners figured out the Rockies’ bullpen in the seventh inning after relief pitcher Harrison Musgrave surrendered 

back-to-back walks then followed by an RBI single from Kyle Seager. From there, Rockies manager Bud Black opted to 

make a pitching switch in favor of Chris Rusin. Rusin struggled and only faced one batter, Denard Span, who hit a triple to 
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center field that scored two runs. After that, Black made another switch, this time to Scott Oberg who allowed an 

inherited run to cross the plate, making the score 10-7. 

After the seventh inning, the Rockies bullpen, including Wade Davis locked things down and push Colorado to victory in 

the series opener. 

The Rockies and Mariners will continue their series Saturday evening from Coors Field with first pitch set for 7:10 MST. 
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Jon Gray set to be recalled from Triple-A Albuquerque 
 
Aniello Piro | Mile High Sports | Jul. 13th, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies are set to recall starting pitcher Jon Gray from Triple-A Albuquerque, and he is expected to pitch 

Saturday against the Seattle Mariners, according to Patrick Saunders of The Denver Post. 

Gray appeared in two games for the Isotopes while in the minor leagues, logging 10 2/3 innings pitched while allowing 

seven hits and four earned runs while striking out 13 batters and walking four. 

Gray, Colorado’s Opening Day starter, has struggled at the major league level this season to the tune of a 7-7 and a 5.77 

ERA. 

The Rockies are hopeful that the stint in the minor leagues will help spark Gray on the mound moving forward as 

Colorado looks to return to the postseason for the second consecutive season. 

Despite his struggles on the mound this season, Gray ranked fourth in the National League in strikeouts before being sent 

down and still ranks sixth within with 119. 

The Rockies are looking for Gray to grow into himself following the learning period and to help continue their sharp play as 

of late, which includes a record of 7-3 in their last 10 games. 

  

https://twitter.com/psaundersdp/status/1017898589975187457
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Story homers, drives in 4 as Rockies beat Mariners 10-7 
 
Associated Press | ESPN.com | Jul. 13th, 2018 
 

DENVER -- Trevor Story has rebounded from a sophomore slump with an All-Star season for the Colorado Rockies. 

Story homered and drove in four runs, Charlie Blackmon also connected and the Rockies beat the Seattle Mariners 10-7 

on Friday night. 

 

Tony Wolters had three RBI for Colorado, which won its third straight. 

Story hit 27 home runs before a broken thumb ended his rookie season, and he struggled for most of 2017 and the first 

two months of this season before turning things around. He is hitting .356 since June 1 and has a team-high 67 RBI, 

which are third-most ever by an NL shortstop before the All-Star break. 

"The experience of last year and early this year has helped me a lot," the third-year shortstop said. "I use my struggles to 

help me. If I'm not feeling too good there are a couple of things to go to that I can shorten those times." 

He struck out 320 times in his first 242 major league games and was well on that pace in late May but has fanned just 35 

times in his last 37 games. 

"We've seen a great progression from a year ago to now. We've all seen it, firsthand," manager Bud Black said. "We've 

seen it become All-Star caliber." 

Both teams used emergency starters but neither made it through five innings. Seattle's Christian Bergman (0-1), a former 

Rockies pitcher, gave up five runs in 4 1/3 innings and left during Colorado's four-run fifth inning. 

Colorado righty Jeff Hoffman was called up to start for Antonio Senzatela, who was placed on the 10-day disabled list with 

a blister on the middle finger of his right hand. He allowed three runs on eight hits in 3 1/3 innings and left after allowing 

an RBI single to Bergman that made it 4-3. 

The Rockies took a 4-2 lead in the third on Story's two-run homer, his 19th, and broke it open in the fifth. Gerardo 

Parra and Ian Desmond had back-to-back RBI singles and Wolters had a two-run single to make it 8-3. 

"A couple of those pitches got a little too much of the plate, a little elevated," Bergman said. "When you get a little up in 

the air like that, things like that happen." 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32150/trevor-story
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/col/colorado-rockies
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31084/charlie-blackmon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sea/seattle-mariners
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31844/tony-wolters
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33750/antonio-senzatela
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29807/gerardo-parra
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29807/gerardo-parra
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29646/ian-desmond
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Story added a two-run double in the sixth to extend the lead to 10-3. 

Harrison Musgrave (1-1) pitched three innings to get his first career win but ran into trouble in the seventh. He walked two 

and gave up an RBI single, and Denard Span had a two-run triple later in the inning as the Mariners cut the deficit to 10-7. 

Wade Davis tossed a clean ninth for his 26th save. 

Seattle has lost five of its last seven but still leads Oakland by 4 1/2 games for the second AL wild card. The A's played a 

late game on Friday. 

We've had a good first half. We're sputtering here a little bit," manager Scott Servais said. "We've got to regroup." 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Mariners: C Mike Zunio (bone bruise in left ankle) hit off the tee and worked in the cage but has not started running, 

Servais said. 

Rockies: OF David Dahl (broken right foot) is progressing and could be sent out on a rehab assignment within the week. 

CAUTIONARY MOVE 

Seattle left-hander James Paxton was placed on the 10-day DL after leaving Thursday's start with lower back 

inflammation. Paxton didn't make the trip but the injury doesn't appear to be serious, Servais said. 

"He wasn't scheduled to pitch again for 10 days so it makes all the sense in the world to do that," Servais said. "I talked to 

Pax this morning. He felt OK this morning, he doesn't think it's going to be something that's going to allow him to miss his 

next start. He should be in good shape." 

The Mariners made a series of moves Friday to bolster their bullpen. Right-hander Casey Lawrence was recalled from 

Triple-A and righty Mike Morin had his contract selected. In corresponding moves, infielder Gordon Beckham and 

reliever Nick Rumbelow were optioned to Tacoma. 

UP NEXT 

Seattle LHP Wade LeBlanc (5-0, 3.39) will face Rockies RHP Jon Gray (7-7, 5.77). Gray, who was Colorado's opening 

day starter, was optioned to Triple-A Albuquerque on June 30 after struggling but will be recalled for Saturday's start. 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34929/harrison-musgrave
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29087/denard-span
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28957/wade-davis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32698/david-dahl
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31980/james-paxton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30117/gordon-beckham
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33850/nick-rumbelow
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29238/wade-leblanc

