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Hot Hunter Renfroe helps 
Padres past Giants 
 Kevin Acee 
 

In a span of less than 10 minutes Saturday, Hunter Renfroe showed the splendor of 

what he has always been able to do and the payoff of what he has worked to be able to 

do. 

In that, he helped the Padres to a 5-4 victory over the San Francisco Giants. 

“He’s done a really nice job the last few days,” manager Andy Green said. “… It was a 

great game for him. He’s battling hard out there and doing a good job.” 

Rookie Adam Cimber earned his first major league victory with two scoreless innings, 

and Brad Hand got the final four outs (all strikeouts) for his second save in two nights 

and his sixth of the season. 

The Giants scored three runs in the fourth and one in the fifth to take a 4-2 lead and 

chase Padres starter Clayton Richard. The Padres got a run back in the bottom of the 

fifth when A.J. Ellis chugged home from first base on Jose Pirela’s second double of 

the game. 

The Padres’ hodgepodge lineup – with Eric Hosmer, Austin Hedges and Carlos 

Asuaje all resting at the start – had taken a 2-0 lead in the first inning. It was just the 

third time this season the Padres had scored in the first. 

A Christian Villanueva homer was the second of those runs. The first run came on a 

sacrifice fly by Renfroe, driving in Pirela, who had doubled and gone to third 

on Freddy Galvis’ fly out. 

With seven RBI in the past four games, Renfroe has moved into a tie with Villanueva 

for the team lead with eight. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-richard-PESPT000010364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/a.j.-ellis-PESPT000010029-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/christian-villanueva-PESPTF00097-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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Renfroe still chases too many pitches, still gives way too many at-bats, is still a sucker 

for pitches he thinks he can yank. 

The big swinger remains a work in progress, as virtually every major league hitter is, 

especially a 26-year-old at the start of his second full season. But he has of adjusted 

within games and more often waited for his pitch to come. 

His pitch in the seventh came in the form of a 90 mph sinker that didn’t sink, and 

Renfroe lined it just over the wall in left field for a two-run homer that put the Padres 

ahead 5-4. 

The big hit came just minutes after Renfroe had helped end the top of the seventh by 

grabbing a line drive and throwing a laser to Villanueva, who fired the relay to Ellis 

just in time to get Joe Panik, who had tagged up at third. 

The catch wasn’t particularly spectacular, but it was perfectly executed. Renfroe’s 

reads, jumps and routes were a focus of extra work with outfield coach Skip 

Schumaker this spring. 

And, as has been well documented, Renfroe’s plate discipline has been the emphasis 

of his work with first-year hitting coach Matt Stairs. 

Renfroe entered Saturday hitting just .179 and with a meager .256 on-base 

percentage. But there have been moments, especially this week, that demonstrate his 

growth. 

On Tuesday, after two of his three at-bats in the game had been ugly strikeouts, 

Renfroe hit a three-run homer in the seventh that served as the game-winner in 

Colorado. Friday night, he doubled in his third at-bat. Saturday, a walk preceded his 

homer. 

“I’m just trying to see the ball as well as possible, trying to take good swings at good 

pitches and lay off pitches in the dirt,” Renfroe said. 

It’s a start. One that is ending games victoriously. 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/joe-panik--PESPT000011614-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/skip-schumaker-PESPT000010416-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/skip-schumaker-PESPT000010416-topic.html
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Tyson Ross appreciates 
celebration of Jackie 
Robinson, would like more 
done 
Kevin Acee 
 

Playing in the Little League near his Oakland home, Tyson Ross was just one of the 

other kids. 

“I was above average,” Ross said. “But I was by no means one of the more talented 

kids in the league.” 

He stood out neither because of his talent nor the color of his skin. 

Back then, he was playing alongside many African-American kids. 

That changed. 

“We had a lot of athletic kids where I grew up,” Ross said. “A lot played baseball at a 

young age. … For whatever reasons, those kids got into high school — maybe lost 

focus, didn’t make grades, some played football, some played basketball — they didn’t 

play baseball.” 

Sunday, when Ross and every other player in Major League Baseball will wear No. 42 

and stage their annual celebration of Jackie Robinson, who on April 15, 1947, became 

the first African-American to play in the majors, the Padres pitcher will be the only 

player of African-American descent in a San Diego uniform. 

Andrew McCutchen and Austin Jackson are the only African-American players on 

the San Francisco Giants’ 25-man roster. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/jackie-robinson-PESPT006267-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/andrew-mccutchen-PESPT000010238-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-jackson-PESPT000010141-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
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Across baseball, there are just 63 African-American players on active rosters, reports 

The Associated Press. That accounts for 8.4 percent of all players and is a significant 

increase from last year’s total of 58 (7.7 percent, the lowest representation since the 

year after Robinson broke the color barrier). 

Ross, whose father is African-American, certainly wishes it were different. 

“I’d like to see more in the game, for sure,” he said. “But it’s a talented bunch we do 

have.” 

Ross said he has thought a lot about what he can do once his career is over and plans 

to get involved in the Bay Area. 

He believes MLB has made strides toward making the game appealing and attainable 

for young black athletes. 

(The MLB Urban Youth Academy in Compton was opened in 2006. Some teams have 

helped fund similar facilities in their areas.) 

Ross said every team could do more with community outreach events in urban areas. 

“They do so much to try to get into the community,” Ross said. “Why not do 

something like clinics for kids. You don’t need the building. It’s like ‘Field of Dreams.’ 

” 

The Padres do support the RBI (Reviving Baseball in Inner Cities) Program, 

estimating nearly 1,000 local youth benefit from the program that provides free 

instructional programs. The team also donates more than 25,000 jerseys to local 

baseball and softball leagues in an effort to help those organizations minimize the 

cost of participation. 

Ross’ reference is to the iconic film’s “If you build it, they will come” scene is in regard 

to what he and a number of others in baseball believe is perhaps the biggest 

hindrance to the continued participation in baseball by not only African-American 

youth but any disadvantaged children. 

“It’s expensive,” Ross said. 
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Ross repeated several times during a conversation about the under-representation of 

African-Americans in baseball how “fortunate” he was. 

“When I got into high school, the numbers (of African-American players) definitely 

dropped,” he said. “I came from an upper-middle class family, so I was fortunate the 

whole time. When I got into travel ball, it was even less and less. You just kind of 

looked around and saw it. I wanted to play against the best, I didn’t care what color 

people were, but I noticed it.” 

In addition to the expense of equipment and the private coaching that has practically 

become imperative in the sport, baseball has participatory challenges not inherent in 

sports that require little more than a ball and a place to play. 

“I think it’s tough, the system is in place from a young age to have kids not just play 

their regular seasons but do the sport all year round,” said Ross, whose brother, Joe, 

is also a major league pitcher currently recovering from Tommy John surgery. 

“Baseball is kind of a grind. It’s a tough game; there is a lot of failure. There is a lot of 

coaching and time that goes into it at an early stage. You really have to have a good 

teacher to teach you the game at a young age. 

“I was fortunate. I had my dad come home every day, and he’d play with my brother 

and I — hit in the garage or go to the park. It’s the constant practicing of those skills. 

All you need in basketball is a rim and ball or even just a ball to dribble. It’s hard to go 

out and just throw a baseball against a fence or throw it up in the air and hit. It takes 

a lot more effort from a group setting on a consistent basis (in baseball).” 

For now, Ross enjoys each April 15 and believes there is great merit in the baseball-

wide celebration. 

“I think it’s big for the country in general,” Ross said. “It was a major step in the 

progress of this nation and its game. It’s America’s game, and baseball was leading 

the way. Jackie Robinson set the tempo for people to be more accepting of all races. I 

think it’s huge for the fans — young kids out at the game (asking), ‘Why is Chase 

Headleywearing 42? Why is (Luis) Perdomo wearing 42?’ You get that story told. It’s 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
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about the generations getting educated on the history of the game and the history of 

the country and where we’ve been and how far we’ve come.” 

And it prompts discussions on how far there is to go. 

“I know how fortunate I’ve been in my life to play this game,” Ross said. “If you can 

foster that skill set at a young age and help teach kids as they grow. Dealing with the 

failure of baseball is hard. It’s more about the community and guidance along the 

way. It might keep more kids in the game.” 
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Minors  

Pedro Avila a winner again 
at Lake Elsinore 
Jeff Sanders 

 

Maybe Pedro Avila will settle into the California League this time around. 

The 21-year-old Venezuela on Saturday fired seven shutout innings of one-hit ball in high 

Single-A Lake Elsinore’s 9-1 win over visiting Lancaster, Avila’s first win of the season and his 

first in the Cal League since last May. 

The Padres’ return from the Nationals in the Derek Norris trade, Avila posted a 4.98 ERA over 

43 innings (10 starts, nine appearances) before he was demoted to the Midwest League. 

There, Avila went 7-1 with a 3.05 ERA over 85 2/3 innings (14 starts). His 170 strikeouts across 

both levels led the Padres system and pushed Avila to No. 26 in Baseball America’s preseason 

assessment of Padres prospects, with a plus curveball standing out in a mix that includes a 92-

94 mph fastball and low-80s change-up. 

Avila was at his best last year in a 17-strikeout game for the TinCaps. 

He allowed four runs in 4 2/3 innings in his return to the Cal League last week and took a step 

forward Saturday night. 

Avila struck out four batters, walked three and allowed one hit – a single in the top of the fifth 

inning. 

The Storm (4-6) provided plenty of support to make Ailva (1-1, 3.09) a winner. 

Center fielder Edward Olivares (.364) hit his second homer and went 4-for-5 with three runs 

and second baseman Eguy Rosario (.294) went 3-for-5 with a double and three RBIs. 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_14_lncafa_lesafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_14_lncafa_lesafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/washington-nationals-15008033-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/derek-norris-PESPT0015439-topic.html
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Left fielder Buddy Reed (.257) went 3-for-5 with two runs scored. First baseman Brad Zunica 

(.206) and right fielder Taylor Kohlwey (.231) each drove in two runs. 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (6-4) 

• Chihuahuas 11, Las Vegas 7: El Paso came back from a 7-0 deficit after two innings, tying 

the franchise record for a comeback win. 3B Diego Goris (.391) went 3-for-4 with three 

RBIs and two runs scored and LF Nick Schulz (.364) went 2-for-4 with the RBIs. SS Javy 

Guerra (.344) went 2-for-4 with an RBI and two triples. RHP Jonathan Aro (2-1, 2.57) 

earned the win with five strikeouts over three shutout innings in relief. RHP Kyle Lloyd 

(6.30) allowed seven runs in two innings. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (6-3) 

• Missions 8, Arkansas 7: In erasing a 6-0 deficit after two innings, 3B Ty France (.172) 

went 3-for-4 with a double and two RBIs and 1B Josh Naylor (.471), C Austin Allen (.333), 

DH Kyle Overstreet (.323) and 2B Peter Van Gansen (.209) each had two hits. LHP Jose 

Castillo (1-0, 3.86) struck out three over two scoreless, hitless innings in relief for the win. 

LHP Jerry Keel (6.30) allowed two runs in five innings in the no-decision. 

Notable 

• Low Single-A Fort Wayne was rained out. LHPs Osvaldo Hernandez and Tom 

Cosgrove will start for the TinCaps in Sunday’s doubleheader at Bowling Green. 

Transactions 

• RHP Jared Carkuff was transferred from El Paso to San Antonio, while RHP Colten 

Brewer rejoined El Paso as LHP Kyle McGrath returned to San Diego. 

 

 
 
 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_14_lvgaaa_elpaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/javier-guerra-PESPT0015274-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/javier-guerra-PESPT0015274-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_14_arkaax_sanaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb


  

 10 

Exploring whether a slight change of 

Hand is good or bad for the Padres 

Dustin Palmateer 

Ah, the reliever: Baseball’s version of the place-kicker. They only receive so many 

opportunities a year, so just a few disastrous and ill-timed outings can throw 

seasonal stats — and seasonal value — out of whack for a long time. Save for the 

elite few, they’re also notoriously fickle, dominant one year and replacement level 

fodder in the next. 

 

Brad Hand, a waiver-wire find turned dynamo late-inning relief ace for the Padres, 

recorded a 2.56 ERA in 2016 and 2017 combined, with 11.5 K/9 and a strikeout-to-

walk ratio approaching 4.0. He had just four meltdowns (defined here simply as two 

or more runs allowed in a game) in 72 games pitched last season with the Padres, a 

testament to his sudden steadiness. 

 

It’s mid-April 2018, however, and Hand has already hung two clunkers on his game 

log. On March 30, he gave up five runs to the Brewers, blowing a 6–3 lead on a 

deflating, no-doubt Ryan Braun moonshot. Then, less than a week later, Hand gave 

up three runs in... 
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Renfroe's late HR powers Friars past Giants 

By AJ Cassavell 

SAN DIEGO -- When Hunter Renfroe truly squares up a baseball -- as he did against Giants 
reliever Cory Gearrin with the Padres trailing by a run in the seventh inning on Saturday night -- 
it tends to carry. And carry. And carry some more. 

For a moment, the ball looked destined for the glove of left fielder Gregor Blanco. Then it 
looked like it might clear Blanco for a double. Instead, Renfroe's 109-mph shot landed in the first 
row of seats for a go-ahead two-run homer. It put the Padres on top for good in a back-and-forth 
5-4 victory over the Giants before a sellout crowd at Petco Park. 

"I was begging for it to get out," Padres manager Andy Green said. "In today's vernacular, I 
thought it was too low of a launch angle probably. But it worked." 

It was, in fact, the lowest launch angle on a home run in the Majors this year at just 16 degrees. 
Renfroe pumped his fist, as he rounded first base, and the Padres' bullpen took care of the rest 

Closer Brad Hand notched his sixth save of the season with a dominant showing -- even by his 
lofty standards. Hand struck out all four batters he faced, becoming the first closer in Padres 
history to punch out every batter in a save of more than one inning. 

"I just made some good quality pitches," Hand said. "All the strikeouts came on exactly what I 
was trying to do." 

Hand's effort made certain that an impressive all-around display from Renfroe wouldn't be for 
naught. In the top half of the seventh, before his home run, Renfroe played a key role in keeping 
the Padres within striking distance. 

Andrew McCutchen skyed a fly ball to left field, and -- with Joe Panik on third base -- Renfroe 
came up throwing. The ball appeared to sail up the line on him, but first baseman Christian 
Villanueva cut it off and fired home. Panik was out -- and was still ruled out after a tense, and 
perhaps controversial, review. 

"I was just trying to get it in and out of the glove as quick as possible and get it to a guy that 
could make a decision," Renfroe said. 

Padres left-hander Clayton Richard was sharp early, but he quickly came unraveled in the 
fourth and fifth innings. Evan Longoria and McCutchen went deep in successive frames, 
staking the Giants to a 4-2 lead. 

Richard exited after those five innings, having allowed four earned runs on seven hits and three 
walks. The Padres clawed a run back on Jose Pirela's RBI double in the fifth, but they left the 
bases loaded, before stranding a pair in the following frame. That only set the stage for 
Renfroe's heroics. 

Before the season began, Renfroe appeared destined to serve strictly in a platoon role against 
left-handed pitching. But with Wil Myers and Manuel Margot on the disabled list, he has 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/518715/cory-gearrin
http://m.mlb.com/player/453923/gregor-blanco
http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
http://m.mlb.com/player/457705/andrew-mccutchen
http://m.mlb.com/player/605412/joe-panik
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/446334/evan-longoria
http://m.mlb.com/player/517369/jose-pirela
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
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become the club's everyday right fielder. He's determined to make the most of that opportunity, 
and homering against a tough right-handed reliever like Gearrin will certainly help. 

"That's a really big swing for us," Green said. "That was a great game. He's battling hard up 
there right now." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Fast start: The Padres took the lead in the first on Renfroe's sacrifice fly, and Villanueva 
doubled it in no time. He mashed a 108-mph shot off the facing of the upper deck in left field -- 
the hardest ball Villanueva has hit in his brief big league career. It was the fourth homer of the 
season for the rookie third baseman, and the first since his three-homer game against the 
Rockies on April 3. 

Game of inches: The Padres thought they'd tied the game in the bottom of the fifth inning, 
when Chase Headley's sharp grounder caromed off the glove of diving Giants first 
baseman Buster Posey. But the ball kicked directly to Joe Panik, who threw to the pitcher 
covering, and the Padres left the bases loaded. 

'I'M YELLING CIMBER' 
Adam Cimber stifled the Giants with scoreless sixth and seventh innings, and the Padres 
sidearmer would pick up his first career Major League victory thanks to Renfroe's home run. 

After the game, Cimber's teammates doused him with a beer shower upon his entrance into the 
clubhouse. The song "Timber" by Kesha -- which has become Cimber's de facto anthem since 
his arrival -- blared over the speakers. 

Cimber took the loss on Opening Day when he allowed a run on three hits against the Brewers. 
He's since allowed one run over nine impressive innings, allowing just four hits and striking out 
12 in the process. 

"[After] the hoopla of the debut and everyone out to see me pitch for the first time, once it's just 
baseball, it becomes a little easier, more relaxing, and I can just go out there and do my thing," 
Cimber said. 

SOUND SMART 
Pirela scorched a pair of doubles in the first and fifth innings Saturday, the first leaving the bat at 
106 mph, according to Statcast™, and the second at 104. They were Pirela's 14th and 15th hits 
this season with an exit velocity of 100 or greater, the most such hits on the Padres. (Eric 
Hosmer is second with 13, and Renfroe is third with nine.) 

UP NEXT 
Joey Lucchesi's Major League career is off to a fine start, and he gets the ball Sunday when 
the Padres and Giants wrap up their four-game set in San Diego. In three starts, Lucchesi owns 
a 1.72 ERA while averaging more than a strikeout an inning. He'll be opposed by Giants rookie 
right-hander Tyler Beede, with first pitch slated for 1:10 p.m. PT on Jackie Robinson Day. 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/452104/chase-headley
http://m.mlb.com/player/457763/buster-posey
http://m.mlb.com/player/643256/adam-cimber
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/595881/tyler-beede
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Hand makes Padres history during 4-out save 

Left-hander strikes out every batter he faces in win on Saturday night 

By AJ Cassavell 

SAN DIEGO -- There's a pretty illustrious history of closers in San Diego, most notably a Hall of 
Fame-bound Trevor Hoffman. But with his save on Saturday night, Brad Hand turned in a 
dominant performance that's never been matched by a Padres reliever. 

Hand struck out all four batters he faced to seal a thrilling 5-4 Padres victory over the Giants at 
Petco Park. In the process, he became the first pitcher in franchise history to punch out every 
batter in a save of more than one inning. 

"I just made some good quality pitches," Hand said. "All the strikeouts came on exactly what I 
was trying to do." 

Hand entered with the tying run on second base in the eighth, and he got Hunter Pence to 
chase a high fastball, ending the threat. In the ninth, all three of his K's came with his signature 
slider, a pitch that's widely regarded as one of the best in baseball. 

It was yet another strong response to Hand's shaky start to the 2018 season. He blew a save 
against Milwaukee in the Padres' opening series and allowed three runs (all unearned) in the 
ninth inning of a tie game against Colorado. 

In his five outings since that Rockies blowup, Hand has pitched five scoreless innings. He's 
allowed two baserunners while striking out nine. 

After Saturday's game, Padres manager Andy Green lauded Hand's durability. Since the Padres 
acquired Hand via waiver claim April 2016, no one in the Majors has appeared in more games 
than his 163. 

"The more you pitch him, the better he gets," Green said. "It's a crazy concept. ... He has an 
incredibly resilient arm, and the slider is a real feel pitch for him. The more he's out there 
throwing it, the better he feels. Most guys feel fatigue second day out, third day out. He doesn't 
run into that." 

Last season, only Aroldis Chapman, Kenley Jansen and Bud Norris recorded saves in which 
they pitched multiple innings and struck out every hitter. All three, like Hand, notched four 
punchouts apiece. 

Hand became the first San Diego closer since Heath Bell in 2010 with four strikeouts in a save. 
Setting aside three-inning saves by Jay Witasick and Tim Worrell, Hoffman was the last Padres 
closer to do so before Bell. 

It's clear Hand is well-versed enough in the club's history to appreciate his current job title. He's 
also quick to downplay the nature of his role. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/hunter-renfroe-hits-big-home-run-in-padres-win/c-272258706
http://m.mlb.com/player/452254/hunter-pence
http://m.mlb.com/player/547973/aroldis-chapman
http://m.mlb.com/player/445276/kenley-jansen
http://m.mlb.com/player/502032/bud-norris
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"Obviously, Trevor was here for a long time, and his career is something that you can't put into 
words," Hand said. "He dominated here for a long time. Just the opportunity to be here, get 
those saves, is cool, and I'm thankful for that opportunity. But even if I'm not pitching the ninth 
inning, I'm happy as long as we're winning." 
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Myers hopes to travel on next trip; Hosmer sits 

Padres claim lefty reliever Webb off waivers from Brewers 

 
By AJ Cassavell 

 

SAN DIEGO -- When the Padres depart for Arizona on Thursday, Wil Myers wants to be on the 
plane with them. 

That's the tentative plan for the Padres right fielder, who played catch for the first time on 
Saturday afternoon. Myers, currently on the disabled list with nerve irritation in his right arm, will 
take batting practice and go through pregame warmups with the team through Monday. He's 
then slated for a potential rehab stint with Class A Advanced Lake Elsinore on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

Padres manager Andy Green noted Myers will need to "check all those boxes" before the team 
entertains activating him. Ultimately, the club might take things slowly, but Myers indicated his 
arm is up to "97-98 percent." He noted he generally feels soreness in the mornings before he 
loosens it properly. 

"Even when I'm back and playing, I feel like I'll still have to get it stretched out, make sure it's at 
100 percent," Myers said. 

"I'm itching to get out there." 

Myers played three games, going 3-for-12 with a homer, before sustaining the injury. Saturday 
marked the first day he would have been eligible to return from the disabled list. 

Over the past week, Myers has taken batting practice and gone through running and outfield 
drills. He hadn't thrown a baseball until Saturday, though he started his throwing progression 
earlier this week using medicine balls. 

Hosmer sits on Saturday 
For the first time as a Padre, Eric Hosmer's name wasn't in the starting lineup Saturday night, 
as the Padres gave their new first baseman a breather against the Giants. 

Hosmer appeared in every game for Kansas City last season, starting 160 of them -- 155 at first 
base and five as designated hitter. 

"I know he's the type of guy that wants to play 162," Green said. "We invested in him eight 
years. It wasn't just to get 162 out of him in '18. This is a tough April stretch. ... We've grinded 
really hard, we've traveled, we've played at altitude, we've brawled, a little bit of everything. It's 
just a good day for him to step back, breathe for a second." 

Padres claim Webb 
The Padres claimed lefty reliever Tyler Webb off waivers from the Brewers, placing Dinelson 
Lamet on the 60-day disabled list to clear space on the 40-man roster. Lamet, as was 
announced Friday, is headed for Tommy John surgery next week. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/nolan-arenado-luis-perdomo-suspended/c-272071770
http://m.mlb.com/player/643778/tyler-webb
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/dinelson-lamet-to-have-tommy-john-surgery/c-272083188
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Webb, who will report to Triple-A El Paso, pitched eight Major League innings for the Yankees 
and Brewers last season, allowing five earned runs. He owns a 3.64 ERA over five Minor 
League seasons. 

It's easy to see what the Padres liked in Webb. He notched a 29.8 percent strikeout rate in the 
Minors, while limiting his walks to a 6.7 percent clip. 
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Renfroe's 2-run homer lifts Padres to 5-

4 win over Giants 
Associated Press 

 

 

SAN DIEGO -- Rookie reliever Adam Cimber was in the weight room after throwing two scoreless 
innings when All-Star closer Brad Hand struck out the side in the ninth to save the San Diego 
Padres' 5-4 victory over the San Francisco Giants on Saturday night. 
 
A few minutes later, Cimber was getting a raucous beer bath from his teammates to celebrate his 
first big league win. 

"Really cold," said Cimber, 27, who made the club out of spring training as a non-roster invitee. 
"Absolutely worth it." 

Cimber's victory and Hand's four-out save -- he became the first Padres reliever to strike out 
every batter he faced in a save of more than one inning -- were made possible by Hunter 
Renfroe's strong throw from right field in the top of the seventh inning followed by the slugger's 
go-ahead, two-run homer in the bottom of the frame. 
 
The Padres beat the Giants for the second straight night and leapfrogged the Los Angeles 
Dodgers into fourth place in the NL West. 
 
Renfroe changed the game with a throw and a swing. 

He lined a shot to left off Cory Gearrin (0-1), his second, to give the Padres the lead in the 
seventh. Freddy Galvis was aboard on a leadoff single. Renfroe finished with three RBI. 
 
San Francisco's Joe Panik tripled with one out in the seventh and the Giants seemed poised to 
add to their 4-3 lead. But Andrew McCutchen lined out to Renfroe in right. Renfroe's strong 
throw was cut off by first baseman Christian Villanueva, who threw to catcher A.J. Ellis to tag the 
sliding Panik. The play was upheld after a review of 2 minutes, 41 seconds. 
 
"I think the game-winning home run is always going to be tops," Renfroe said. "You always want 
to do something to help the pitcher as far as the throw, but you always want to hit homers for 
yourself and the team. It's good." 

After Renfroe's homer, the Padres loaded the bases but Tony Watson retired the side on two 
strikeouts and a line out to shortstop. 
 
Cimber (1-1) allowed only Panik's triple in his two scoreless innings while striking out three. He 
took the loss on opening day in a 2-1, 12-inning defeat to Milwaukee. 

Watching Hand save his first win was "just pure excitement," Cimber said. "It crossed my mind 
but it's cooler to just help the team win." 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35780/adam-cimber
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31077/brad-hand
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sf/san-francisco-giants
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33205/hunter-renfroe
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33205/hunter-renfroe
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/lad/los-angeles-dodgers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/lad/los-angeles-dodgers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30665/cory-gearrin
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29670/freddy-galvis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32087/joe-panik
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28701/andrew-mccutchen
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31873/christian-villanueva
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29258/aj-ellis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31513/tony-watson
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Hand earned his sixth save. He came on after Evan Longoria doubled with two outs in the eighth 
and struck out pinch-hitter Hunter Pence. Hand struck out the side in the ninth. 
 
"The more you pitch him the better he gets," manager Andy Green said. "You run him out there 
and he gets sharper and sharper." 

San Francisco wasted impressive homers by Longoria and McCutchen, who were acquired in the 
offseason to give the Giants some pop. Longoria drove a 2-0 pitch from Clayton Richard an 
estimated 426 feet into the second deck in left to tie the game at 2 in the fourth. It was his 
second. The Giants took the lead with two outs when Austin Jackson's singled to bring in Brandon 
Crawford, who had tripled. 
 
McCutchen led off the fifth with a 424-foot shot into the second deck, also his second. 

The Padres pulled to 4-3 in the fifth on Jose Pirela's RBI double. They loaded the bases 
against Derek Holland with two outs, but Reyes Moronta came on and got Chase Headley to 
ground out to first base. 
 
San Diego took a 2-0 lead in the first on rookie Villanueva's line-shot homer to left, his fourth, 
and Renfroe's sacrifice fly. It was Villanueva's first homer since April 3, when he hit three 
against Colorado. 

Holland allowed three runs and six hits in 4 2/3 innings, struck out four and walked two. 
Richard allowed four runs and seven hits in five innings, struck out three and walked three. 

"Got to tip your hat," Holland said. "It's not like I was doing anything bad. I was throwing 
strikes. Can't get too caught up in those kind of things. Got to keep plugging away. Definitely it's 
frustrating but everything will turn at some point. Just have to keep fighting. It was just my fault 
of trying to be too fine. I just didn't get them off rhythm." 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Giants: Manager Bruce Bochy was encouraged after RHP Johnny Cueto, on the disabled list with 
a sprained left knee, threw a total of 40 pitches Saturday, 20 to hitters and 20 more on the side. 
"He looked good," Bochy said. "Right now it looks like a go." Cueto could start Tuesday. 
Padres: RHP Dinelson Lamet, who will undergo reconstructive elbow surgery next week, was 
transferred to the 60-day DL. San Diego claimed LHP Taylor Webb off waivers from Milwaukee. 
He'll report to Triple-A El Paso. 
UP NEXT 

Giants: RHP Tyler Beede (0-0, 4.50) is scheduled to make his second start of the season in the 
series finale on Sunday. He was added to the roster to replace Cueto. 
Padres: Rookie LHP Joey Lucchesi (1-0, 1.72) is coming off his first big league win, 
 

 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28639/evan-longoria
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28687/hunter-pence
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29195/clayton-richard
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29453/austin-jackson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30469/brandon-crawford
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30469/brandon-crawford
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30817/jose-pirela
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30148/derek-holland
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/36069/reyes-moronta
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28809/chase-headley
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28955/johnny-cueto
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/36157/dinelson-lamet
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33798/tyler-beede
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39876/joey-lucchesi
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#PadresOnDeck: RHP Avila, CF 

Olivares, 3B Potts Pace Storm 
By Bill Center 

Right-handed pitcher Pedro Avila allowed one hit over seven shutout 
innings Saturday night and center fielder Edward Olivares had a 
home run included in a four-hit game for Advanced Single-A Lake 
Elsinore. 

Avila, 21, the Padres’ №26 prospect according to MLB Pipeline, issued 
three walks and had four strikeouts while lowering his earned run 
average to 3.09. 

Olivares, 22, the Padres’ 20th-ranked prospect was 4-for-5 with his 
second home run and three runs scored. Olivares, who was acquired 
from Toronto last winter for third baseman Yangervis Solarte, raised 
his batting average to .364. 

Third baseman Hudson Potts, 19, was 2-for-5 with two runs scored to 
extend his hitting streak to eight games while raising his batting average 
to .342. 

Elsewhere around the Padres’ farm system: 

— 1B Josh Naylor was 2-for-4 with a walk and two runs scored to boost 
his batting average to .471 after nine games for Double-A San Antonio. 

— C Austin Allen, the Padres’ 29th-ranked prospect, was 2-for-5 with a 
double, a RBI and a run scored to raise his batting average to .333 for 
San Antonio. 

Around the Farm: 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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TRIPLE-A EL PASO (6–4): CHIHUAHUAS 11, Las Vegas 7–3B Diego 
Goris(.391) was 3-for-4 with three RBIs and two runs scored. LF Nick 
Schulz(.364) was 2-for-4 with a double, a walk, three RBIs and a run 
scored. 1B Allen Craig (.259) was 2-for-4 with a double, a sacrifice fly 
and two runs scored. SS Javy Guerra (.344) had two triples in four at-
bats with a RBI and two runs scored. C Brett Nicholas (.346) was 2-
for-5 with a RBI. RF Franmil Reyes (.265) was 1-for-3 with two walks, 
a RBI and two runs scored. CF Travis Jankowski (.194) was 0-for-3 
with two walks and two runs scored. Starting RHP Kyle Lloyd (6.30 
ERA) allowed seven runs on seven hits and four walks with four 
strikeouts in two innings. RHP Michael Mariot (9.00) allowed two hits 
and a walk with four strikeouts in two scoreless innings. RHP Jonathan 
Aro (2–1, 2.57 ERA) allowed a hit with five strikeouts in three scoreless 
innings to get the win. LHP Buddy Baumann (0.00) struck out one in 
a perfect inning. RHP Colten Brewer (0.00) allowed a hit in a 
scoreless inning. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (6–3): MISSIONS 8, Arkansas 7–3B Ty 
France(.172) backed Naylor and Austin Allen, going 3-for-4 with two 
RBIs and two runs scored. DH Kyle Overstreet (.323) was 2-for-4 with 
a double and a RBI. 2B Peter Van Gansen (.208) was 2-for-4 with a 
RBI. SS Fernando Tatis Jr.(.205) had a double in five at-bats with a 
run scored. CF Michael Gettys(.222) had a double in three at-bats with 
a double, a walk, a RBI and a run scored. LF Rod Boykin (.261) was 1-
for-4 with a RBI. Starting LHP Jerry Keel(6.30 ERA) allowed six runs 
on five hits and two walks with three strikeouts in five innings. 
RHP Jared Carkuff (3.00) allowed a run on two hits with two 
strikeouts in an inning, LHP Jose Castillo (1–0, 3.86 ERA) issued a 
walk with three strikeouts in an otherwise two perfect innings to get the 
win. RHP Rowan Wick (0.00) pitched a perfect inning for his first 
save. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (4–6): STORM 9, Lancaster 
1 — RHP Trevor Megill (5.40 ERA) followed Avila and allowed a run on 
a hit with four strikeouts in two innings. LF Buddy Reed (.257) backed 
Olivares and Potts, going 3-for-5 with two runs scored. 2B Eguy 
Rosario (.244) was 3-for-5 with a double and three RBIs. C Marcus 
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Greene Jr. (.200) was 2-for-5 with a RBI. DH Ruddy Giron (.179) 
was 2-for-5 with a run scored. 1B Brad Zunica(.206) and RF Taylor 
Kohlwey (.231) were each 1-for-4 with two RBIs. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (2–7): The TinCaps were rained out at 
Bowling Green on Saturday. The game will be made up as part of a 
doubleheader Sunday with two seven-inning games. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 22 

This Day in Padres History —

 April 15 
By Bill Center 

April 15, 1962 — The “Swinging Friar” logo first appears in Padres 
programs at the home opener of the Pacific Coast League season. 

April 15, 1973 — Right-hander Mike Corkins allows a run on four hits 
and three walks with four strikeouts in a complete game as the Padres 
defeat Atlanta 5–1 at San Diego Stadium. 

April 15, 1985 — Left fielder Carmelo Martinez is 3-for-3 with two 
homers, including a grand slam, and five RBIs as the Padres defeat the 
Giants 8–3 at San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium. 

April 15, 1986 — Garry Templeton is 3-for-3 with a walk-off RBI single 
and pitchers Eric Show, Gene Walter and Lance 
McCullers combine on a four-hitter as the Padres defeat the Dodgers 
2–1 in 12 innings at San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium. 

April 15, 1997 — As part of a Major League-wide tribute, the Padres 
retire Jackie Robinson’s №42. 

April 15, 1998 — Left fielder Greg Vaughn homers and right-
hander Kevin Brown allows four hits and two walks with eight 
strikeouts in a complete-game shutout as the Padres score a 1–0 win 
over the Giants in San Francisco. 

April 15, 2002 — Phil Nevin is 4-for-5 with three RBIs capped by a 
walk-off homer in the 10th as the Padres defeat the Giants 4–3 in 10 
innings at Qualcomm Stadium. 
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April 15, 2004 — Second baseman Mark Loretta hits the Padres first 
homer at Petco Park in the first inning against the Dodgers. 

April 15, 2008 — Pitchers Randy Wolf and Kevin Cameron combine 
on a two-hit shutout as the Padres defeat Colorado 6–0 at Petco Park. It 
is the Padres’ franchise record third straight shutout win. Wolf allows 
one hit and four walks with nine strikeouts over seven innings. Cameron 
allows a hit with three strikeouts in two innings. 

 

 

 

 


