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Blackmon 'way on board' with shift to right field 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 18th, 2019 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Rockies manager Bud Black said the team prefers that longtime center fielder Charlie 

Blackmon move to right field, rather than left. 

The club wanted Blackmon, 32, out of center field to preserve his health. Blackmon has more experience in right, 131 

games, than left, 93. The idea has been up for conjecture ever since the Rockies announced the plan to move Blackmon 

out of center. But Black outlined the official game plan on Monday, the first day of full-squad workouts. 

In many parks, the place to move an older outfielder is left field, where the throws are often not as demanding, but 

Blackmon throws accurately. And the size of left at Coors Field -- 347 in the corner, angling to a max of 390 in left-center -

- could be better suited for the younger legs of David Dahl, who turns 25 years old on April 1. 

In addition to shifting Blackmon, the Rockies are replacing their longtime right fielder, Carlos Gonzalez, who is a free 

agent. 

"In our park, I like right for Charlie," Black said. "Making this change, he's probably more comfortable in right. He played 

more right in the Minors. David might have a little bit more range in left. Left field needs range in our park. We went 

through it a little bit, and those are some of the things we're thinking." 
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Thomas Harding 

✔@harding_at_mlb 

 

What did new #Rockies right fielder Charlie Blackmon, who moves while Ian Desmond takes over in center, learn from 

longtime RF Carlos Gonzalez? He tells @nickgroke 

 

1:28 PM - Feb 18, 2019 

"Charlie's fine -- way on board," Black said. 

Blackmon said that he worked to improve his arm, which is how he can impact the game the most. 

"The right-field arm is probably more important than the center-field arm, especially in Coors Field," Blackmon said. "The 

center fielder is so far from the infield, it's hard to throw guys out. It'll come into play a lot more in right field. I'm aware of 

that, so I'm gonna try to throw real good." 

In 2016 and 2018 (he missed '17 because of injury) Dahl has made 88 appearances and 77 starts in left, 34 games and 

24 starts in right and 14 games and 10 starts in center. He realizes covering the ground will be a challenge. 

Dahl's most striking defensive highlight came in left. The outfielder flipped over the fence to catch a ball in foul ground at 

Dodger Stadium during the Rockies' 6-0 loss in the National League West tiebreaker last Oct. 1.1st, 2018 

"It's pretty tough in left -- the ball comes off the bat a little different, especially at Coors, where the ball carries," said Dahl. 

"You have to take good angles. … You just have to get some work in out there and get some work in during BP and drills 

and everything." 

Are other parks tough, too? 

"Yeah, I'd say left field is probably the toughest outfield spot out of all three, for me at least." 

After the Rockies traded their previous center fielder, Dexter Fowler, after the 2013 season, Blackmon shifted around the 

outfield in '14 -- appearing in 73 games in right, 69 in center and 22 in left. In 2015, he played 157 games, 147 in center, 

shifting around at times to appear in 14 games in left and seven in right. 
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Through last season, Blackmon accumulated a club-record 691 games in center field. Now it's a new era, with Ian 

Desmond (previously a left fielder and first baseman) set to play center. For support, Raimel Tapia played center field 

most of his Minor League career, as did Dahl, and second-base competitor Garrett Hampson has shown the ability to 

play the position. 

"Buddy gave me a call and said they were toying with the idea, and I was open to it," Blackmon said. "He assured me that 

this was going to help the Rockies win more games, and I'm all about that. Right field is kind of what we settled on. If I had 

my choice, I would pick right, so it worked out that it was that corner.". 15th, 2019 

Right-handed-hitting Noel Cuevas and left-handed-hitting Mike Tauchman, who both saw time in the Majors last season, 

can also play all three positions but will have a tough go to make the team this spring because Tapia is out of Minor 

League options, meaning the Rockies would risk losing him to another club if he is sent down. Also, left-handed-

hitting Michael Saunders, an All-Star with the Blue Jays in 2016, is trying to make the club as a non-roster invitee. 
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Rodgers needs huge spring to claim 2B role 
Prospect competing with Hampson, McMahon for starting job 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 18th, 2019 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Rockies top prospect Brendan Rodgers realizes he has to keep his spirits light even though his 

assignment is heavy. 

Rodgers, baseball's No. 10 overall prospect according to MLB Pipeline, is being included as a legitimate competitor at 

second base. But given his youth and lack of experience relative to the group of young hopefuls (no Major League games 

for Rodgers, and just 19 in Triple-A) looking to win the everyday job at second base, the 22-year-old realistically has to 

prove he's a no-doubt, everyday starter in order to skip having to begin the season at Albuquerque. 

After a strong performance in his first Cactus League season last spring (solid .286 batting average and .842 OPS, with 

three home runs), Rodgers will have to turn hot on the field while staying cool-headed. 

"My main thing in the back of my head is to not put too much pressure on myself; that's what I've tried not to do over the 

years, just go out there and play," Rodgers said. "I deal with pressure pretty well. Obviously, in the Futures Game and 

stuff like that, it's there. But I try not to let it get to me." 

Rodgers hit .232 and had a .264 on-base percentage in his brief Triple-A introduction, but spent that time listening and 

learning from teammates. On the practice fields before full-squad workouts began Monday, he found shortstop Trevor 

Story a perceptive and willing mentor. Rodgers was drafted as a shortstop but, like many Rockies prospects, has had to 

learn other positions just in case the big league opening was at something other than his primary spot. 

"We were just working on double plays and stuff, and he's letting me know speed-wise on flips and throws and turns and 

placement of the ball," Rodgers said of Story. "Little things like that are really helpful for me, because that's stuff I'm 

working on and focusing on. 

"I didn't tell him that I'm working on that stuff. I feel like he has a feeling I'm working on it, and he can pick and choose and 

give me little pointers and tips. That's really helpful." 
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But Ryan McMahon, Garrett Hampson and Pat Valaika possess Major League experience and have also spent time 

learning from Story. They also have some experience as starters and bench players. Rodgers is still at a learning stage, 

so if he's not always on the field in the Majors it may be beneficial for him to have daily playing time in Triple-A. 

Rodgers will use Spring Training to show what type of action he'll be ready for when the season begins. 

"Brendan's getting closer," manager Bud Black said. "There are some things we'd like to see cleaned up a little bit. But we 

think that he has a real chance to be an impact player, with the bat and with the glove. And he can run a little bit, too. 

"Second year in big league camp, there should be a little more self-confidence, a little more feeling at ease. He's been 

around these guys for a couple years, being around the coaches, being around myself, we should see the talent emerge. 

Last year in Triple-A, he got some at-bats. Statistically, there were some things that showed up that might warrant a little 

bit more time, but we'll see how he looks this year in spring."18th, 2019 

Leaving a freakish year behind 

Righty reliever Carlos Estevez made 98 Major League appearances for the Rockies in 2016 and 2017 (8-7, 5.36 ERA, 11 

saves), but last year was wiped out by freakish injuries. 

After last year's first Cactus League outing, Estevez reached downward to spear a ball while playing catch and suffered a 

left oblique injury. While working his way back at Albuquerque, he had an outing when he never got fully loose, then 

sprained the UCL in his right elbow while pushing up from the bench. Estevez was able to return to Albuquerque before 

season's end but never made it to the Majors., 2019 

However, Estevez felt healthy while throwing in the Dominican Republic after the season. Known mostly for upper velocity 

occasionally topping 100 mph, Estevez said he feels capable of throwing just as hard, but also believes he is a complete 

pitcher, more than just a flamethrower. Plus, he is out of Minor League options and must prove himself this spring. 

"Last year, my slider was working really well, even in the first game of spring," Estevez said. "I believe that got way better. 

My changeup is good, too. I'm working on my fastball everywhere." 

 

 

 



    

6 
 

Rockies Garrett Hampson, Ryan McMahon, Brendan Rodgers battle for second base job 
Colorado could platoon if no one wins job outright 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 18, 2019 at 5:44 pm | UPDATED: February 18, 2019 at 6:36 pm 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Filling the gaping hole left by the departure of three-time Gold Glove second baseman DJ 

LeMahieu won’t be easy for the Rockies. Look for manager Bud Black to platoon at that position to start the season. 

“DJ was an everyday player,” Black said. “He was a batting champion, an all-star, a Gold Glover — it was his position. We 

don’t have that type of player — yet.” 

So the Rockies could mix-and-match, depending on the situation, the opposing pitcher and who’s hot and who’s 

not. That’s the initial plan. But the Rockies would love to have either Garrett Hampson, Ryan McMahon or No. 1 prospect 

Brendan Rodgers kick down the door and capture the job. 

“We won’t know until we get there, until we start playing,” Black said. 

The Cactus League begins Saturday when the Rockies play the Diamondbacks. Here’s how the three chief candidates for 

second base stack up: 

— Hampson: Made his big-league debut last season at age 23, batting .275 in 40 at-bats. Speed is his calling card — 

123 stolen bases in the minors while being thrown out just 23 times — but it was Hampson’s poise and maturity that most 

impressed the Rockies last season. 

“He’s an athlete. I like this guy,” Black said Monday. “He didn’t get overmatched at the plate. Defensively, he showed 

some range, showed some hands. He didn’t scare off. He’s a gritty little gamer.” 

LeMahieu, who signed a two-year, $24 million deal with the Yankees, shied away from naming his successor in Colorado 

this winter but did say, “I really like Hampson’s feel for the game. He seems to have really good instincts.” 

Hampson, a third-round draft pick in 2016, won over the Rockies in his first big-league camp last year, outshining 

Rodgers. He saw playing time in 24 games, making five starts at second and five at shortstop, and hit safely in eight of 10 

starts at a .313 clip. 

“Last year helped me a lot, just seeing what it takes to get to the big leagues and seeing big-league pitching,” Hampson 

said. 
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Hampson’s No. 1 goal is to be better prepared for the grind this season. 

— McMahon:  He’s a strong, 6-foot-2, 220-pound athlete who was drafted as a third baseman in the second round in 

2013. Last season, he made 21 starts at first base, eight at second and eight at third, hitting .232 with five home runs in 

181 at-bats. 

Although there were inconsistencies in McMahon’s swing last season, he delivered in some big moments. On Aug. 10/11 

vs. the Dodgers at Coors Field, he became the first player in franchise history to hit a game-winning home run in the 

seventh inning or later in back-to-back games. 

He made offseason adjustments with his hand position and his hips in an effort to meet the ball out in front more often and 

better utilize the power in his legs, thus enabling him to drive the ball. 

“Honestly, I’m just focusing on getting ready for the season, and whatever happens, happens,” he said. “Obviously I would 

like to be in a position to where I could play every day. But Buddy (Black) and Jeff (general manager Jeff Bridich) are 

going to make the right decision for the team.” 

— Rodgers:  He’s only 22, but Rockies fans have been awaiting his big-league debut ever since he was selected as the 

third overall pick in 2015. According to Rockies third baseball Nolan Arenado, Rodgers “has one of the most solid swings 

I’ve seen in a long time.” 

Rodgers appeared to be on his way to a September call-up last season before hamstring and shoulder injuries limited him 

to 19 games at Triple-A Albuquerque after he’d been promoted from Double-A Hartford. Those injuries also prevented him 

from participating in the Arizona Fall League. 

If Rodgers has an explosive spring training like shortstop Trevor Storydid in 2016, Rodgers could force himself into a 

starting role at second base. It’s more likely, however, that he will begin the season at AAA Albuquerque (he’s not 

currently on the 40-man roster). 

“I just have to go into this with confidence,” Rodgers said. “My main focus is to play hard and produce, have good at-bats 

and field well. Then we’ll go from there.” 
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Rockies’ Charlie Blackmon moving to right field, replacing CarGo 
David Dahl will be likely starter in left 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 18, 2019 at 11:20 am | UPDATED: February 18, 2019 at 5:07 pm 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Charlie Blackmon will have a new home in 2019. He’s moving from center field to right. 

Rockies manager Bud Black made that clear Monday morning during a discussion about changes to the lineup. 

The decision means David Dahl will probably be the team’s starting left fielder, with Ian Desmond, 33, getting the call in 

center. Dahl turns 25 on April 1. Carlos Gonzalez, who remains a free agent, was Colorado’s primary right fielder last 

season, making 113 starts. 

 

“In our park, I like right (field) for Charlie,” Black said. “I think Charlie is more comfortable in right. He played more right in 

the minors. David might have a little bit more range in left. Left field needs more range in our park.” 

Coors Field measures 347 feet down the left-field line, 390 feet to the power alley in left and 420 feet in left-center, the 

deepest part of the outfield. 

Asked to compare the arm strength of Dahl vs. Blackmon, Black said: “The scouting scale is probably pretty close.” 

Blackmon, who said he would rather play right field than left, understands the need for a strong, accurate throwing arm. 

“The right-field arm is probably more important than the center-field arm, especially in Coors Field,” Blackmon said. “The 

center fielder is so far from the infield, it’s hard to throw guys out. It’ll come into play a lot more in right field. I’m aware of 

that, so I’m going to try to throw real good.” 

Blackmon, 32, has played a club-record 691 games in center field, meaning he’s had to roam in the middle of Coors 

Field’s vast outfield. Last spring, Blackmon signed a six-year, $108 million deal, and the Rockies would like to save the 

wear and tear on his body. 

“Buddy gave me a call and said they were toying with the idea, and I was open to it,” Blackmon said. “He assured me that 

this was going to help the Rockies win more games, and I’m all about that.” 
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Blackmon, a three-time all-star and the 2017 National League batting champion, has primarily been a center fielder since 

2015, when he started 138 games there vs. four in left and four in right. In 2014, his first full season in the majors, 

Blackmon started 64 games in right, 60 in center and 11 in left. 

Dahl, who’s capable of playing all three outfield spots, acknowledged that playing in left is the most difficult. 

“It’s pretty tough in left — the ball comes off the bat a little different, especially at Coors, where the ball carries,” he said. 

“You have to take good angles. So you just have to get some work in out there and get some work in during BP and drills 

and everything.” 

Bye-bye Bochy. Count Black among the many who will miss San Francisco manager Bruce Bochy, who announced 

Monday that 2019 would be his 13th and final season with the Giants. He led the club to World Series titles in 2010, 2012 

and 2014. 

“Well, I hope it’s not his last year,” Black said during baseball’s winter meetings in December. “I truly mean that, because 

Bruce is great for the game. Because he’s a great manager. I think, historically, what he’s done in his entire career, and 

more recently with the Giants winning three world championships, that’s fantastic work. 

“There’s an old-school sturdiness to Bruce and a grittiness and a toughness that I admire, that I think is natural and 

genuine. And it’s good stuff, man. He’s a good guy. I think that’s the main thing.” 
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How the Colorado Rockies stack up in 2019 
BY DREW CREASMAN   FEBRUARY 18, 2019 | BSN Denver 
 
For most of the offseason, we’ve been left to our own speculative devices when it comes to projecting the Colorado 

Rockies 2019 roster and lineup. 

Though we’ve been able to use a solid combination of deductive reasoning and a bit of sourced information to make 

educated guesses, the first few days of spring camp have brought some clarification and confirmation of what we are 

likely to see, at least to begin the campaign. 

Based on comments Bud Black has made in the past few days, BSN Denver is predicting the following standard lineup 

and defensive positioning for each starter: 

1. Charlie Blackmon (RF) 

2. Daniel Murphy (1B) 

3. Nolan Arenado (3B) 

4. Trevor Story (SS) 

5. David Dahl (LF) 

6. Ian Desmond (CF) 

7. Ryan McMahon (2B) 

8. Chris Iannetta (C) 

9. P 

When BSN Denver asked Black about the possibility of Dahl in the leadoff spot, the manager certainly didn’t dismiss the 

thought but rather than go into some specifics about how he might be a good fit, elected to note that lots of players could 

eventually make sense batting first. 

These things are always fluid, but the reluctance to separate Dahl from a pack that included Trevor Story and Daniel 

Murphy suggests that the young outfielder has quite the uphill battle if he wants to unseat Blackmon atop the order. 
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The fifth spot in the lineup for Dahl is by no means a terrible place to be, though. He provides a nice bit of protection for 

Story and, while it’s a bit unusual to have the tandem in the middle rather than the top, having their three best speed guys 

in a row allows each of those skills to play up. 

Story’s spot allows him to serve as the best possible lineup protection option for Arenado who has often had to play 

without such support in his career. 

This also creates an interesting element where the club’s three best speed guys (Story, Dahl, Desmond) will bat in a row 

allowing that skill to play up for each and cause a different kind of tactic for opposing pitchers to contend with as the 

Rockies get deeper into the lineup. 

The one spot we feel least confident about is, of course, second base which appears to be mostly wide open at this point, 

but McMahon is a clear favorite going into spring training. 

The other dynamic of this setup that might seem odd is having Blackmon in right field when Dahl has the stronger arm. 

But it seems the Rockies are prioritizing the few throws that matter over the course of a season less than the unique 

challenges that come with the spot on the field Cory Sullivan recently told us was the most difficult to play at Coors Field. 

For more on how this all might fit together, check out this episode of the BSN Rockies podcast. 

Ultimately, the Rockies aren’t taking a ton of chances with this alignment of players with the possible exception of 

Desmond in center field, though it might be wise to hold off judgment on that until we all get a look. 

And that is really where we are at with all of this now, which is good because they are about to start playing games. It’s all 

an idea right now, things tend to change once reality starts to play out. 

To combine quotes from American philosophers John Steinbeck and Mike Tyson, “The best-laid plans of mice and men 

are great until you get hit in the mouth.” 
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Rockies Spring: Looking for a Fifth; Three-Man Battle for Open Spot in Rotation 

By Tracy Ringolsby – InsideTheSeams.com 
 

Just how much the Rockies' pitching situation has evolved over the years, think back to the spring of 1996. As the 

Rockies prepared to close out the Arizona portion of spring training, manager Don Baylor handed the ball to Mark 

Thompson to start the final game against the Milwaukee Brewers in Chandler. 

“Give me three strong innings and you are in the rotation,” said Baylor. 

Thompson did, and he was on the mound, starting Game 5 that season. 

Flash forward to the spring of 2019. 

The Rockies are coming off a season in which their rotation was the key to a post-season appearance in 2018, 

leading the National League in innings pitched, and the biggest decision about the rotation – health permitting – is 

who is going to win the three-man battle for the fifth spot in the rotation. 

There is: 

* Chad Bettis, two full years removed from testicular cancer surgery, looking to build off a strong start that faded 

into a bullpen role a year ago; 

* Antonio Senzatela, who made the move from the bullpen to the rotation when the fatigue set in on Bettis in mid-

season last year; 

* And Jeff Hoffman, the key to the Troy Tulowitzki trade to Toronto in late July of 2015, who found himself spending 

the bulk of the 2018 season at Triple-A Albuquerque. His big-league time a year ago was limited to one start and 

five relief appearances. 

“You can make the case that four spots are pretty secure,” manager Bud Black said, in reference to Kyle Freeland, 

German Marquez, Jon Gray and Tyler Anderson. 

“What I find reassuring is the guys we have to chose from to make out our rotation.” 
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Let the competition begin. 

Bettis had that fifth spot in the rotation at the start of last year and was 4-1 with a 3.27 ERA in seven starts before a 

recurring problem with blisters and a lack of production led to his move into the bullpen. In the 12 starts leading up 

to his change in assignments, Bettis was only 1-1, the club 5-7, and he compiled a 7.26 ERA. 

Bettis took the challenge of pitching relief seriously, compiling a 2.38 ERA in the bullpen role. It also gave him time 

to work on adding a slider to his previous three-pitch array of a fastball, curveball and changeup. 

Bettis looks at his full-season return from the cancer surgery, and admits it helped him come to spring training this 

year feeling good about his situation, whether he starts or relieves. 

“I proved my myself that I was capable to do both successfully,” he said. “Whether I get one of those five spots (in 

the rotation) or am in the bullpen is irrelevant. I’m here to win. I want a ring.” 

Senzatela has been the Rockies insurance policy in his two big-league seasons, moving from rotation to bullpen 

without out a hiccup. He has worked on improving his deception in his delivery to keep hitters from sitting on his 

fastball. 

“I want every pitch to look like my fastball,” he said. 

Black can endorse that idea. 

“His fastball plays, and from his curveball, little slider and change, we’ve seen flashes of big-league quality pitches,” 

said Black. “It’s a matter of consistency.” 

And then there is Hoffman, who has been an ongoing puzzle since joining the organization after being a first-round 

draft choice in 2014. He took the initiative in the off-season to spend time at X2 Athletic Training Center in 

Scottsdale, made a trip to Kent, Wash., to visit Driveline Baseball, which evaluates a pitcher’s biomechanics, and 

took a five-week course with Brian Cain on the mental side of pitching. 

He said he is more prepared to pitch in relief. 
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“The first time I had ever thrown in the bullpen was in the big leagues, so it was a trial by fire kind of deal,” said 

Hoffman. “If I had some time to adjust, I don’t think it would be an issue. I could so whatever they ask me to do, but 

I view myself as a starter. That’s how I am going to attack my plan.” 

The ninth player taken in that 2014 draft, Hoffman came out of college with a fastball that was consistent in the 93-

to-96 mile per hour range, touching 98 at times. He, however, let himself get away from that. The off-season 

became a focus on regaining that power arm. 

“For me, it’s getting back to who I am, and that’s being a power pitcher,” he said. “I don’t want to try and be 

something I’m not. I’m not going to go out and hit 10 out of 10 spots, but I’m going to blow you away with heat, and 

I’m going to put you away with a big breaking ball.” 

That’s what the Rockies were hoping for when they made that deal with the Blue Jays. 

And Black, preparing for his third year as the Rockies manager, buys into the idea. 

“I’m in,” said Black. “He was a No. 1 pick for a reason.” 

And the Rockies are waiting to see that reason turn into results at the big-league level. 

The Rotation in 2018 
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Rockies moving All-Star Charlie Blackmon to right field 
Associated Press 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- It may not seem right, but Charlie Blackmon will be in right field for Colorado this season. 

Blackmon, a four-time All-Star who has anchored center field for the Rockies since 2014 and has played more games 

there than anyone else in franchise history, said Monday that he spoke to manager Bud Black about the switch and is fine 

with it. 

"He assured me this was going to help the Rockies win more games, and I'm all about that," Blackmon said. 

With Ian Desmond slated to play center field, the issue became which corner spot Blackmon would fill. 

"If I had my choice, I would pick right," Blackmon said. 

The new alignment puts David Dahl in left. 

Blackmon has played all three outfield spots while hitting .302 in his eight-year career with the Rockies, but he has been 

almost strictly a center fielder since 2015, when he made four starts in each of the corner spots. He started 64 games in 

right field in 2014. 

He has played 691 games in center. 

"I really enjoy playing center field," Blackmon said. "I think you can impact the game in center field more than in either 

corner. There is a sense of pride in being able to play center field, especially at Coors Field. I'm not going to let that get in 

the way, especially if we think it is going to help us win more games. 

"Ian Desmond is more than capable. Super-fast. Incredible athlete. I'm sure he'll pick up the slack just fine." 

Dahl, who turns 25 on April 1, made 34 starts in left field and 30 in right last season. 

"It's pretty tough in left," Dahl said. "The ball comes off the bat a little different, especially at Coors, where the ball carries. 

You have to takes good angles." 

There's more ground to cover in left than in right at asymmetrical Coors Field. The distance down the lines is about the 

same, but the left-center-field alley is 390 feet from home plate and the right-center-field alley is 375. 
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"In our park, I like right for Charlie," Black said. "I think he is probably more comfortable in right. David might have a little 

more range in left. I think left field needs range in our park." 

Carlos Gonzalez, currently a free agent, was the Rockies' primary right fielder in 2018, making 117 starts there. 

"'Cargo' would give me this look when a ball gets hit in the gap that (meant), 'You are going to get this, right?'" Blackmon 

said with a smile. "Hopefully I can give that look to Ian a little bit less." 
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Seunghwan Oh is homesick, but the Rockies need him now 
By Nick Groke Feb 18, 2019 | The Athletic 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Seunghwan Oh has his head in the clouds, perched above the Rocky Mountains, with a lion at his 

left foot and a tiger on his right. There is a cardinal on one arm and a blue jay over his shoulder and a flaming baseball in 

his hand, part of an illustration he commissioned to commemorate his journey, souvenirs of a globe-trotting career, from 

Daegu, South Korea, to Nishinomiya, Japan, to St. Louis, Toronto and Denver. 

And he is homesick. 

“To be honest, yeah, I am sometimes,” Oh said. “It’s hard when things go on in my mother country and I want to be there 

for my friends and family and when I can’t do that, I think about how much I miss home.” 

The Rockies’ veteran right-hander reliever is about to pitch his fourth stateside season in Major League Baseball, but he is 

36 now. And before he arrived last week at Salt River Fields for his first spring training with his fifth professional club, Oh 

considered bagging it all and returning home to Korea, where he might pitch into the twilight, a legend at peace. 

Instead, he will forge forward for one last shot in America, a key piece of a Rockies bullpen that desperately needs him. 

“Definitely I’d like to pitch in Korea again,” he said through his sidekick and longtime translator, Eugene Koo. “But it’s not 

necessary to think about what will happen later in the year. Right now, I’m here and I’m 100 percent focused on this 

team.” 

After Oh capped a dominant two-month run of relief, with a 2.53 ERA over 21 1/3 mostly high-leverage innings that helped 

push the Rockies into the playoffs last season, he flew to Korea. He was greeted by a scrum of interested reporters who 

wanted a piece of the pitcher known there as the “Stone Buddha” and the “Final Boss.” He is the Korean Baseball 

Organization’s all-time saves leader, a five-time KBO champion and two-time Korean Series MVP, a seven-time All-Star 

with the Samsung Lions. He is a star. 

And he let slip a yearning that he might just want to pitch in Korea this season instead of Colorado. 

“I am a bit exhausted,” he said in October. “I feel like I want to return to the KBO while I still have the energy to help the 

team and pitch in front of home fans.” 

Oh, though, is under contract with the Rockies, part of a $2.5 million club option in a deal he signed with the Blue Jays last 

February. 
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Toronto in late July traded Oh to the Rockies in a deadline week deal that sent prospects Forrest Wall and Chad 

Spanberger to the Blue Jays. And after Oh sailed through the stretch run, including 1 2/3 innings of scoreless relief in the 

Rockies’ 13-inning wild-card playoff victory over the Cubs in Chicago, Colorado never hesitated in bringing Oh back. 

“I said, ‘Are you ready to pitch a major-league season?’ And he said, ‘yes,’” Rockies manager Bud Black said. Black 

wondered, too, about Oh’s desire to pitch in Colorado, but Oh set that concern aside. 

“He’s ready to pitch for us,” Black said. “I have no reservations or hesitations about his desire to pitch. He’s a pro. He’s a 

competitor. He has a great deal of pride. And I think he really enjoyed the second half of the year. It re-energized him. On 

the back end of his contract, he wants to fulfill it with a great deal of solid performance.” 

Black can feel some relief. His go-to set-up man, Adam Ottavino, left the Rockies in January after signing a three-year, 

$27 million contract with the Yankees. That left a hole in the eighth inning, with Black looking for a new option to hand a 

scoreless baton to closer Wade Davis. 

Oh is among two likely finalists for the job, along with 28-year-old right-hander Scott Oberg, who was outstanding last 

season pitching to a 2.45 ERA over 58 2/3 innings. Veteran Bryan Shaw and left Jake McGee will also be in the running 

during spring, but their faltering performances last season forced the Rockies to trade for Oh in the first place. 

These were the thoughts that weighed on Oh’s mind when he returned to Korea during the offseason, balancing an ache 

for home with the immediate responsibility to a club with World Series aspirations. 

“It gives me extra time to think about what happened last year,” Oh said. “For me, it’s like ending a chapter. I also think we 

have a great group of talented guys here. Shaw, McGee, Obie, guys who can pitch important innings. So what’s important 

for us as a group is passing the torch safely to Wade. That’s my job here too.” 

Oh traveled to Arizona more than two weeks ago, with a detour to Tucson, where the NC Dinos of the KBO were setting 

up for their spring training, a last chance for familiar experience before reporting to Scottsdale. At Salt River, Oh’s locker is 

in a corner, surrounded by fellow pitchers. 

Catty-corner in the next locker is 24-year-old starter Antonio Senzatela, who two years ago reported to spring training 

after the death of his mom, Nidya, just months before in Venezuela. Senzatela also knows the feeling of missing the life 

he knows in his home country. 

“Yeah, I miss home. All my family is there. My father, my grandma, my best friends. I miss it. I miss everything,” Senzatela 

said. 
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But he has a second family, too, and it includes Oh. 

“When we come here, we feel like everybody is brothers,” Senzatela said. “I feel very calm here. It’s really nice to come 

back. Sometimes in the offseason, you miss this clubhouse a lot too.” 

Senzatela, with English as his second language, has been talking to Oh and Koo every day during spring training, he said, 

curious about what life is like in Korea and what pitching tips Oh might share. 

Black calls Oh and Koo into his office for chats, asking about Korean barbecue, anything and everything other than 

baseball that might be behind Oh’s stone face. 

“He’s sneaky private,” Black said. 

“The relationships you try to build with every player are important,” Black said. “With Seunghwan, we got him, we’re trying 

to win. But on a personal level, we wanted to make him feel as comfortable as possible as quickly as we could. And you 

do that with conversation.” 

When he arrived in Colorado last July, after his second career trade to a third MLB team, Oh settled in quickly. Jokes 

helped. And he found extra stimulus with the Rockies’ push toward the postseason, where every pitch in every outing was 

important. He knows those games well — you don’t earn the nickname “Stone Buddha” without demonstrating a steely 

success. 

But no pitcher is without emotion, even the wistful dream of playing again at home. For now, that will wait. His newest 

family needs him. 

“The focus for me and everyone else here is always for the team to win,” Oh said. 
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Stark: Nolan Arenado is the best player in the National League. Why hasn’t anyone noticed? 
By Jayson Stark 1h ago | The Athletic 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. – The best player in the National League isn’t Bryce Harper, Paul Goldschmidt, Christian Yelich, 

Freddie Freeman, Joey Votto, Kris Bryant, Javy Báez or, most likely, any of the other bright stars you spend most of your 

waking hours talking, writing or thinking about. 

The best player in the National League has never won an MVP award (somehow), has never done a Gatorade 

commercial, has never appeared on Dancing With The Stars and has never performed a Carpool Karaoke medley with 

James Corden (or even James Paxton). 

No, the best player in the National League happens to be a fellow named Nolan Arenado. And maybe if there had never 

been any such invention as the Colorado Rockies, or Coors Field, or the Mountain Time Zone, this wouldn’t be such a 

closely guarded secret. But it’s time we started to correct this grievous oversight. 

That might take some doing, though, considering that the best player in the National League himself never even noticed 

that’s what he is – even as it was being revealed to the world just this month on live television, on a show he happened to 

be appearing on! 

This took place as recently as last week, actually. MLB Network was counting down the 100 best players in baseball. No. 

1 was Mike Trout (shocker alert). No. 2 was Mookie Betts. And what do they have in common? Yep, neither one of them 

plays in the National League. 

But the No. 3 player on that list does, in fact, play in the National League. And that would be (right you are) the one and 

only Nolan Arenado, whose place in the top 100 was revealed just minutes after he’d finished an interview speculating 

about whether he could crack (cough, cough) the top five. 

So let’s see now: If we remove all AL players from this mix, you wouldn’t seem to need your analytics department to run 

an algorithm to calculate where Arenado ranks in his league. But when we asked the Rockies third baseman the other day 

how he felt about being named the best player in the entire NL, it hadn’t even occurred to him – because, well, of course it 

hadn’t. 

“I didn’t think about that,” he conceded. “And you know, honestly, I don’t know if I’ll ever think about things like that.” 

That’s how Arenado is wired. It’s a genuine, admirable and endearing quality. And it has worked wonders at making him a 

beloved leader and teammate in his own clubhouse. 
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What it doesn’t work wonders at is calling attention to him. So we’re just going to have to spread that word ourselves, with 

the help of some of the attentive people around him. Fortunately, those folks have noticed that what we have here is a 

veritable human highlight reel who is on the road to having a historically great career. So let’s allow them to share a few 

thoughts. 

The accolades 

From longtime Rockies 3B Vinny Castilla: “I can say that, defensively, this is the best third baseman the game has 

ever seen. I mean, offensively, Mike Schmidt has better numbers. But I think when everything is said and done, this guy is 

going to be the best third baseman ever to play the game.” 

Rockies teammate Mark Reynolds: “If Nolan played in Boston or New York or wherever, he’d be Mike Trout. … He 

should have like three MVPs by now. He just doesn’t get recognized, and he gets taken for granted because he plays at 

Coors Field. Which is just dumb.” 

Rockies manager Bud Black: “He’s a special player. … You know how I know he’d be special anywhere? Because my 

eyes tell me. To the critical eye, you know a great player from a good player. And it riles me up a little bit when I hear the 

[Coors Field] bias, because as good as he is, it shouldn’t be diminished. His game plays anywhere he goes.” 

All right, we’ll have more glowing words where those came from. But we don’t want you to simply have to take their word 

for it. You want more proof that this is the best player in the National League? It’s time for … 

The numbers 

THE PAST FOUR SEASONS: From 2015-18, Nolan Arenado has had a pretty insane run. Over those four years, he 

ranks first in the National League in Wins Above Replacement (25.8), home runs (158), extra-base hits (336), doubles 

(177), RBIs (503) and, in a related development, average with runners in scoring position (.359). 

BOTH SIDES OF THE BALL: Also over those four seasons, according to Baseball-Reference.com, Arenado has 

accumulated 18.8 Offensive Wins Above Replacement and 7.7 Defensive Wins Above Replacement. The only other 

players in baseball who have added that many wins’ worth of value in each of those categories are Mookie Betts and 

Francisco Lindor. Want to pick the only NL player out of that threesome? Here’s a hint. He isn’t named Mookie or 

Francisco. 
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SIX STRAIGHT GOLD GLOVES, THREE HOME RUN TITLES:Arenado has spent a mere six years in the big leagues, 

but the Gold Gloves and home run titles have just kept on coming. You know how many other players in history have ever 

had a run of six consecutive Gold Glove seasons that included at least three home run titles? Only one: Mike Schmidt. 

THREE HOME RUN TITLES AND FOUR GOLD GLOVES IN FOUR YEARS: That’s what Arenado has done just over 

these past four seasons. The only other players in history with that many home run titles and that many Gold Gloves 

over any four-year period: How about Willie Mays, Schmidt and Ken Griffey Jr. 

NOT YOUR AVERAGE HOME RUN CHAMP: Finally, here’s the Arenado tidbit that might best establish the gap between 

him and the rest of his league. 

Gold Gloves won by Arenado: 6 

Gold Gloves won by all other active home run champs combined: 4 

“But the great thing about Nolan,” said Rockies general manager Jeff Bridich, “is that he probably doesn’t know those 

stats. I think if you told him that, he’d say, `OK, that’s great,’ and then go right back to focusing on the day at hand.” 

So to test out that theory, we did lay that last stat on Arenado. 

“That’s pretty cool,” he said. “I really like that one. I appreciate knowing that one, man. Thanks.” 

Then, naturally, he went right back to focusing on the day at hand. 

So why hasn’t the rest of modern civilization looked at this guy’s body of work and accepted it for what it clearly 

represents? We regret to announce that’s way too obvious. It is, of course … 

The Coors Factor 

We go through this every year at Hall of Fame time, when Larry Walker and Todd Helton show up on the Hall ballots. Now 

it’s Nolan Arenado’s turn to feel their pain. 

It’s so easy to look at the accomplishments of pretty much anyone who does anything at Coors Field and automatically 

devalue them. But how fair is that? How accurate is that? Let’s explore that as we evaluate Arenado’s historically 

significant career. We should start by acknowledging his typically large home/road splits: 

Home: .320/.374/.609/.984 

Road: .263/.318/.469/.787 
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Those aren’t meaningless numbers. That’s a 57-point gap in batting average, 140 points in slugging, almost 200 points in 

OPS. But there is always context to those splits, a context people routinely ignore. 

First of all, is it OK to mention that Arenado had nearly as many road homers (18) as Coors homers (19) as recently as 

two seasons ago? And is it OK to mention that his career OPS on the road is higher than the road OPS of Manny 

Machado (.761), Justin Upton (.751) or Mike Moustakas (.734), among others? But nobody seems to obsess over their 

home/road splits 

“For all the talk there is,” Bridich said, “about Coors Field this and Coors Field that, I’m not sure how many people who 

actually do a lot of the talking have ever spent much time watching games in Denver. … So I think if the people who do a 

lot of (that) talking would actually spend some time in Denver and watch this guy play, he might be more recognized 

nationally for exactly who he is.” 

You’re not going to persuade Arenado himself to argue this case. He’s the first to acknowledge Coors is “a great place to 

hit. There’s a lot of room in the outfield. I understand what they’re saying.” 

But he also says: “I think sometimes people don’t understand the effect it has on you when you go on the road – (how that 

affects) the movement on the pitches, how hard it is to adjust to that.” 

And that, too, is well documented. Hitters facing exactly the same pitch from exactly the same pitcher are dealing with 

dramatically different movement at Coors than on the road. Ask yourself this: Which other hitters, from which other teams, 

have to deal with that – every single time they take a road trip? 

Meanwhile, anyone who has ever set foot in Colorado and experienced the joys of altitude sickness should know that 

playing baseball every day for six months represents a physical challenge in Denver that is unmatched anywhere else. 

“I think that’s what people have a hard time understanding,” Arenado said. “I think they don’t understand the toll it takes to 

play that many games here.” 

Yet Arenado has pushed through those obstacles to start at least 152 games at third base in each of the past four 

seasons. How many other third basemen in baseball can say that? That would be none. But he seems to get no points for 

that, either. 

Would he have as many home runs – or home run titles – if he played somewhere else instead of Colorado? We would 

assume no. Yet it’s impossible to play that what-if game with any certainty. Nevertheless, we do have tools that will help 
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us guess at that answer – tools like the Baseball-Reference stat neutralizer. So we ran Arenado’s past four seasons 

through the filter of the four best parks in baseball, ranked by home-run factor, just to see what we’d find: 

PARK HR 

Coors Field (COL) 158 

Globe Life (TEX) 152 

Great American (CIN) 145 

Citizens Bank (PHI) 144 

For what it’s worth, any of those totals would place him in the top seven in baseball in home runs since 2015. And where 

would he rank among National League hitters? Guess what? That would be first. How ’bout that. 

We also asked Arenado’s manager: Would he be this player if he were doing all this in Kansas City, or Cleveland, or 

Wrigley? 

“Yes, yes and yes,” Bud Black said. “There’s going to be a natural home/road difference here, just because of altitude. But 

greatness is greatness. And with Nolan, it’s defense. It’s baserunning. Feel for the game. Hard contact. Clutch hitting. Big 

plays. Big hits. And that stays the same. It doesn’t matter where he plays.” 

Finally, we asked Arenado himself what kind of player he would be if he played in, say, Kansas City. 

“Look, I understand where I play,” he said. “I understand it’s a great place to hit. But I still believe I would drive in runs. I 

still believe I would hit homers. I still believe I would win Gold Gloves anywhere. And I feel like I’d be a player who has an 

impact on the entire organization. That’s what I believe in my heart. And honestly, I believe the energy and the recovery 

would be a lot easier playing somewhere else.” 

Can we now accept that there’s a rational, fact-based case that he’s absolutely right – about all of that? So let’s ask one 

more time: 

Why doesn’t America realize what it’s watching? 

We don’t know how many MVP awards Nolan Arenado should have won over the past four years. But we know how many 

his family thinks he should have won. 
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All of them. 

“Yeah, that’s something we definitely talk about,” said his cousin Josh Fuentes, a fast-rising Rockies prospect himself. “Of 

course we do.” 

Arenado is well aware of that talk. He just tries not to actually listen to it. 

“I try to get out of those conversations,” he said with a laugh. “I walk away from those conversations … 

“My family, they’re always going to be biased toward me, right?” he went on. “They always want me to win everything. 

They truly believe. So even the times I’m struggling, they tell me I’m playing great. My mom. My girlfriend. And I know I’m 

sucking. But it’s all good.” 

Arenado has finished in the top five among NL position players in Wins Above Replacement in each of the past three 

seasons. But he finished second to Kris Bryant in the 2016 MVP race, third in that race (behind Giancarlo Stanton and 

Joey Votto) in 2017 and fifth last year. Even he doesn’t think he should have won any of those MVP trophies. 

“Last year I didn’t deserve it, for sure,” Arenado said. “Yelich went on a tear. I thought ’17 was my best opportunity for it. I 

played really well on the road. We made it to the playoffs. I was second in RBIs. I hit over .300. Hit 30-something homers. 

I only made nine errors. Like for me, personally, I thought that was the year. But Stanton hit 59 homers, so he kind of 

killed me there.” 

He rattles off this breakdown with no hint of envy or bitterness. He is 27 years old. He’s doing what he loves to do. He 

appears to be on the verge of signing an extension that could wind up rivaling the dollars that will get doled out to Manny 

Machado and/or Bryce Harper, if you include the $26 million deal Arenado just signed for this year. 

He makes magic at third base that no human has ever made. He live-streams Wiffle Ball games in the California streets 

against his cousin and brother.  He actually once threw a Wiffle Ball no-hitter a few years back – “but don’t tell the Rockies 

that,” he quipped. “I threw a lot of pitches in that game. Thank God we didn’t do that before arbitration, huh?” 

So if the rest of the planet hasn’t caught on to what and who he is, he looks at that as everyone else’s issue, not his. He 

talks of pushing himself to a whole new level – putting more balls in play, trying not to “overdo it” on defense, aspiring to 

“trust the process more consistently” and not “get caught up in the results.” If he can reach those goals, he says, “I feel 

like good things are really going to happen.” 
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But the truth is, great things have already happened. So if Nolan Arenado truly has even greater things ahead, it’s your 

loss if you don’t force yourself to pay attention. 

“He has a very keen understanding,” Bridich said, “that he has one chance in this life of his to be a great major-league 

baseball player – and he’s not going to let that chance just slip by.” 
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Rockies Align Their Outfield With Ian Desmond In Center And Charlie Blackmon In Right 
Jack Etkin Forbes Contributor 
 

At 33, Ian Desmond  will be making an age-defying move to center field, part of the Colorado Rockies’ new outfield 

alignment for the upcoming season barring injury. 

Rockies manager Bud Black announced that Charlie Blackmon, who is the Rockies' franchise leader in games played in 

center field, will shift to right field. And David Dahl, who can capably play all three outfield positions, will play left field. 

“I’m excited for the opportunity to be in the middle of the field again and looking forward to seeing what happens,” 

Desmond said. 

Black said, “I think his range left to right is center-field plus. And I think it’s the best position for him.” 

Center field at Coors Field is vast with a distance of 415 feet to straightaway center, lengthening to 420 feet before the 

wall angles toward left field and 424 feet before it angles toward right field. Blackmon’s 151 starts in center field last 

season pushed his career total to a franchise-record 667 as he passed Dexter Fowler (554). 

The Rockies believe Blackmon, who turns 33 on July 1 and is entering the second season of a six-year, $108 million 

contract, has a better chance to stay healthy by moving to right field. But having played center field more than anyone 

else in the Rockies’ 26 seasons, Blackmon was momentarily wistful about the change. 

“I really enjoying playing center,” Blackmon said. “I think you can impact the game in center field more than in either 

corner. There’s a sense of pride in being able to play center field, especially at Coors Field. I’m not going to let that get in 

the way, especially if we think it’s going to help us win more games. Ian Desmond is more than capable. Super fast, 

incredible athlete.” 

It’s a game of inches — and dollars. Get the latest sports news and analysis of valuations, signings and hirings, once a 

week in your inbox, from the Forbes SportsMoney Playbook newsletter. Sign up here. 

Desmond began his career as a shortstop in the Nationals’ organization and was an All-Star in 2012. He joined the 

Rangers on a one-year deal in 2016. Texas signed him to play left field, but Desmond ended up moving to center field 

where he played 130 games and again was an All-Star. 
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After the 2016 season, Desmond, a free agent, signed a five-year, $70 million contract with the Rockies. They wanted him 

to him play first base _ a position he had never played _ and be a Ben Zobrist type super-utility player. 

Unfortunately, Desmond suffered a broken left hand in spring training when he was hit with a pitch and didn’t make his 

Rockies debut until April 30, 2017, in left field. In Desmond’s absence, Mark Reynolds took advantage of the opportunity 

to play first base. Desmond played 66 games in left field and 27 at first base that season. 

Reynolds, who wasn't with the Rockies last season, is back with the Rockies on a minor league contract and is projected 

to make the Opening Day roster. He will be a right-handed power threat off the bench and a backup to Daniel Murphy, a 

left-handed hitter who signed a free agent two-year, $24 million contract and will be the Rockies’ primary first baseman. 

In 2018, Desmond played 138 of his team-leading 160 games at first base, and his metrics at the position were poor 

leading to an overall -0.6 WAR. Desmond hit .236 with a .729 OPS and an 83 OPS+. But Desmond hit 22 home runs and 

was third on the team with 88 RBI. He was 20-for-26 in stolen base attempts, ranking second on the team in steals to 

Trevor Story (27). 

Desmond, who has $40 million remaining on his contract, said "there's going to be an adjustment period" since he has 

played just three games in center field in Coors Field. But his exceptional athleticism will come into play far more often in 

center field than it did at first base. 

“It’s humbling to be able to do this at 33 years old,” Desmond said. “God blessed me with, I don’t know, the ability to get 

faster and maintain strength and all that stuff at 33. So we’ll see what happens. I feel good. I worked hard. I’m really 

fortunate they gave me a heads-up early on in the offseason that this was something that might be a possibility. So I was 

able to get my legs strong and just kind of prepare for it.” 

An All-Star each of the past two seasons, Blackmon has played 691 games in center field in the majors, 131 in right field 

and 93 in left field. He last played the corner outfield positions in 2015.  In the minors, Blackmon also played 50 games in 

right field. 

“I’ve played there quite a bit earlier in my career and on the way up,” Blackmon said, “so I don’t expect it to be an issue.” 

Asked what kind of advice he could give Desmond about playing such a spacious center field at Coors Field, where at an 

altitude of 5,280 feet, the ball can readily take flight, Blackmon said, “I think the best thing about center field is for the most 
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part, balls are hit relatively straight. There’s not a lot of side spin; every now and then you get some top spin. But I think 

there’s not that much to it, other than getting repetition. I think Ian’s athleticism will just allow him to get really good in a 

short period of time there in center field. I don’t really feel I need to give him any advice. Maybe just sleep a little longer, 

drink more water. Just be ready for the grind. Those gaps are pretty far. And now he’s got to cover two gaps instead of 

one.” 

Right field in Coors Field is less spacious than left field. Indeed, the gap in left-center measures 390 feet compared with 

375 feet in right-center. Black said, “In our park, I like right for Charlie. I think making this change, he’s probably more 

comfortable in right. He played right in the minors. David might have a little more range. I think left field needs range in our 

park.” 

Dahl who turns 25 on April 1, has played 77 games, including 68 starts, in left field for the Rockies, 34 games and 24 

starts in right and 14 games, 10 starts in center. 

“For me, personally, left field’s definitely the hardest,” Dahl said. “But it’s a challenge I’m ready to face.” 
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Colorado Rockies: The 57 games that will decide their fate 

  
by Aaron Hurt - 2 hours ago | RoxPile 

Last week, our own Kevin Henry wrote two articles on the three reasons for why the Colorado Rockies will or will 

not make their third consecutive playoff appearance in 2019. 

All of the reasons he spelled out in those articles are hard to argue against, but, it could be even more simpler than that. 

The fate of the Colorado Rockies in ’19 could simply depend on 57. That is the number of games the Rockies play 

against the bottom feeders of the National League West: the Arizona Diamondbacks, San Francisco Giants and San 

Diego Padres. 

If the Rockies are able to take advantage of playing in the weakest division in the NL, they could be in position for their 

first-ever division title over the Dodgers, or at a minimum, another Wild Card berth. 

Unless Manny Machado or Bryce Harper surprise us all and sign in the NL West, it will be a two-team race for the 

division title. 

The Diamondbacks are in rebuilding mode after shipping off Paul Goldschmidt and letting Patrick Corbin move on. The 

aging Giants are another year older with an enormous payroll and the Padres are well … still the Padres. That leaves the 

Rockies in prime position to make a run at the Dodgers for the division. 

Last season, the Rockies were 34-23 in the 57 games against the D-backs, Giants, and Padres en route to winning 91 

games. Now that these teams look to be in worse shape and the rest of the National League has gotten better, the 

Rockies must look for a better record than that in order to have a shot at the playoffs. 

A 40-17 record would be a good starting point. Anything less than 35 wins might be too difficult for the Rockies to 

overcome. 

With more than a third of the schedule against teams who shouldn’t win more than 75 games, the Rockies must make the 

most out every game they play in the lowly NL West. If they do, Rocktober should be easily attainable. 
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