
    

1 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gray, Rockies look to strengthen WC lead 
By Owen Perkins / Special to MLB.com | 9:01 AM ET  
 
The Rockies look to lower their magic number in the series finale Wednesday, but the Marlins figure to put up a fight at 
Coors Field.  
 
The Rockies send their ace, Jon Gray, to the mound. Gray has been the club's most dependable starter once he joined 
the team after missing the start of the season with a broken bone in his left foot. He is 9-4 with a 3.62 ERA in 19 starts 
and is 4-1 with a 2.93 ERA at home in seven games this season. 
 
Colorado is 1 1/2 games up on the Brewers for the National League's second Wild Card. 
 
Gray averages 96 mph with his four-seam fastball, though his curveball and slider have been his most dependable 
strikeout pitches. Since returning to the Rockies rotation on June 30, Gray ranks third in the Major Leagues in strikeouts 
on breaking balls (72). 
 
Lefty Adam Conley gets the start for the Marlins, hoping to bounce back from a rough start Friday against the D-backs 
when he couldn't get out of the second inning. All told, Conley allowed seven earned runs in 1 2/3 innings. 
 
Conley has lasted less than five innings in three of his last four starts, going 1-1 with a 9.56 ERA during the stretch. He is 
1-0 with a 5.91 ERA in two career starts against the Rockies. 
 
Three things to know about this game 
 
• Nolan Arenado is 2-for-4 with two home runs, two walks, and four RBIs in his career against Conley. 
 
• Gray has struggled against Miami, going 0-2 with a 7.63 ERA in three starts against the Marlins. He faced them in Miami 
on Aug. 11 and pitched 5 2/3 innings, allowing three runs on eight hits and two walks. Giancarlo Stanton homered off him 
in that game. 
 
• The middle of the Marlins order has hit Gray well historically. Stanton is 4-for-8 with two homers and four RBIs, Christian 
Yelich is 3-for-9 with two doubles and a homer, Marcell Ozuna is 3-for-4, Derek Dietrich is 4-for-7, and leadoff hitter Dee 
Gordon is 3-for-6. 
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Rockies' Story delivers power, glove in big W 
By Thomas Harding and Owen Perkins / MLB.com | 12:57 AM ET  
 

DENVER -- No matter how many pitches it took, Rockies shortstop Trevor Storydidn't let another potential big inning go 

to waste. 

 

It took nine pitches from Marlins righty Jose Urena before Story lashed a three-run homer that sparked a 6-0 victory over 

the Marlins on Tuesday night at Coors Field -- one that improved their handle on the second National League Wild Card, 

even though the two teams behind team, the Brewers and Cardinals, each won. 

 

The Rockies, who won for just the third time in their last nine games, maintained leads of 1 1/2 games over the Brewers 

and 2 1/2 over the Cardinals in the race for the second National League Wild Card, and reduced their magic number to 

four over Milwaukee and three over St. Louis. At stake is a meeting with the D-backs in next Wednesday's Wild Card 

Game in Phoenix. 

 

In addition to Story's homer, Nolan Arenado also added a two-run shot in the fifth. So much for the team's .215 

September batting average with runners in scoring position. 

"It's no secret, we've struggled a little bit," said Story, who has 23 homers -- after hitting 27 as a rookie last season. "We 

believe we're going to break out. All it takes is one hit here or there and a lot of games are different." 

Story's big night wasn't just limited to his offense, as he had two fine defensive plays to help ensure the Rockies held 

ground in the Wild Card race. 
Story's twirling play at short 

In that first inning, Carlos Gonzalez grounded into a double play with runners at the corners, although Charlie 

Blackmon scored. But Arenado singled hard to center and Mark Reynolds singled off shortstop Miguel Rojas' glove to 

set the stage for Story. 

"We got the double-play ball from CarGo there, to give up a run but to clear the bases," Marlins manager Don Mattingly 

said. "If we can get out of that with one, at least we're in the ballgame." 

But Story took care of that. With the count 2-2, Story fouled off three of the next four pitches to run the count full before 

crushing Urena's 95.6 mph fastball for his 23rd homer a 4-0 lead. 

"I fought of some tough pitches and just got one I could handle," Story said. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/570632/jose-urena
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/448602/mark-reynolds
http://m.mlb.com/player/500743/miguel-rojas
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The lead was more than enough for Rockies pitcher Tyler Anderson, who saw just one runner reach second base, and 

struck out five against four hits and no walks. Anderson also erased leadoff singles in the second and fourth by coaxing 

inning-ending double-play grounders. 

 

"Pitch execution throughout the game -- that's how you do it," said Rockies manager Bud Black, who also watched 

relievers Chris Rusin and Mike Dunn completed the Rockies' ninth shutout of the season. 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Arenado to the rescue: The Rockies' old problem reappeared in the fourth. They loaded the bases, but Urena forced 

a DJ LeMahieu grounder to end the threat. But Gonzalez doubled to center to open the fifth, then Arenado sent Urena's 

fastball over the center-field wall for his 36th homer and his 182nd hit, which tied a career-high he set last season. 

The Gonzalez double was part his three-hit night and a 12-hit Rockies breakout. Blackmon (1-for-2, three walks), 

Arenado, who has been driving the ball to center and right for his last four games, and Reynolds (2-for-3) also found 

success. 

 

"Overall, the collection of at-bats and swings were better tonight," Black said. 

 

Here's your chance … nah: Anderson gave up consecutive hits to Brian Anderson and Rojas to open the sixth. But he 

caught A.J. Ellis looking at a third strike. He then retired Dee Gordon on a fly ball and Giancarlo Stanton on a bouncer 

to the mound to escape any trouble. 

 

"He didn't walk anybody, which is huge against us," Gordon said. "You give us extra outs, we usually capitalize. We 

weren't able to capitalize on anything he did, because he kept the ball down in the zone. He didn't really give us much to 

hit."  

 

QUOTABLE 

"I made a few mistakes early in the season, and that could have cost me. I think I played the last five months of the 

season pretty well, so we'll see what happens. I know I'm pretty good defensively. That's a testament to Coach "Bone" 

[Perry Hill], and Barry Larkin working with me during the off season as well. If I didn't make those errors early, it would 

probably be no contest for the Gold Glove. We'll see what happens." -- Gordon, on his chances of winning a second Gold 

Glove after flashing leather Tuesday night 

 

REPLAY REVIEW 

Gonzalez attempted to stretch a single into a double off the right-field wall in the seventh, and and was called safe after a 

bullseye throw from Stanton, but the Marlins challenged and the call was overturned when it was determined Gonzalez 

had bounced off the bag when Rojas applied the tag. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/543734/chris-rusin
http://m.mlb.com/player/445197/mike-dunn
http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
http://m.mlb.com/player/605119/brian-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
http://m.mlb.com/player/543829/dee-gordon
http://m.mlb.com/player/519317/giancarlo-stanton
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"That was a nice play," Mattingly said of Stanton, who made several highlight reel defensive plays in the first two games of 

the series. "The ball came back to him, he played it good off the wall." 

 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Marlins: Adam Conley will try to bounce back from a rough outing in Arizona when he let up seven runs without getting 

out of the second inning. Conley has lasted less than five innings in three of his last four starts, going 1-1 with a 9.56 ERA 

during the stretch. He is 1-0 with a 5.91 ERA in two career starts against the Rockies. 

 

Rockies: The Rockies finish their series against the Marlins at 1:10 p.m. MT on Wednesday, as Jon Gray gets the nod. 

Gray has a 2.17 ERA in five starts this month. 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/543045/adam-conley
http://m.mlb.com/player/592351/jon-gray
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Anderson continues roll since return from DL 
Rockies lefty tosses seven scoreless in victory over Marlins 
By Thomas Harding / MLB.com | @harding_at_mlb | 1:25 AM ET 
 

DENVER -- Wanting to be counted in when games become more important, Rockies left-hander Tyler Anderson sent a 

message with his seven scoreless innings in a 6-0 victory over the Marlins on Tuesday night at Coors Field. 

Mixing his fastball, cutter and changeup -- all with a deceptive motion that left the Marlins unsure which was coming -- 

Anderson struck out five and gave up four hits and didn't walk a batter. 

 

The Rockies, with four games to play, maintain leads of 1 1/2 games over the Brewers and 2 1/2 over the Cardinals in the 

race for the second National League Wild Card, which will travel to meet the D-backs next Wednesday in the playoff. 

After handling this assignment -- and pitching the heretofore struggling Rockies to their third victory in the last nine games 

-- Anderson lines up for Sunday's regular-season finale at Coors against the Dodgers. 

Should that game mean everything, Anderson is up for it -- or any postseason game. 

"We've worked really hard for this, so that's what we want: We want big games," Anderson said. "So if that situation 

comes up, then yeah, of course I want to throw." 

Anderson was rarely threatened Tuesday, even though he found areas he needs to work on. 

"Early on, I was feeling like I was falling behind a little bit, so there was a big attempt off of that to make sure we got ahead 

of guys," Anderson said. 

 

Anderson gave up leadoff hits to Marcell Ozuna in the second and Dee Gordon in the fourth, but escaped those innings 

with double-play grounders from Justin Bourand Christian Yelich, respectively. Brian Anderson and Miguel 

Rojas each singled to open the sixth, but they didn't advance. 

"Their guy threw up zeros and we weren't really able to do anything with him tonight," Marlins manager Don Mattingly 

said. "He's a guy that doesn't knock your lights out with the radar gun or anything like that, but a guy that's adding and 

subtracting [velocity[, he's using both sides of the plate, cut a ball, changeup. He seemed to be pretty sharp tonight." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
http://m.rockies.mlb.com/news/article/256183804/rockies-trevor-story-hits-three-run-homer/
http://m.mlb.com/player/542303/marcell-ozuna
http://m.mlb.com/player/543829/dee-gordon
http://m.mlb.com/player/571506/justin-bour
http://m.mlb.com/player/592885/christian-yelich
http://m.mlb.com/player/605119/brian-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/500743/miguel-rojas
http://m.mlb.com/player/500743/miguel-rojas
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Anderson, in his second season, improved to 3-1 with a 1.19 ERA in four appearances (three starts) since returning Sept. 

11 from left knee surgery. Also, his career 3.39 ERA in 119 1/3 innings over 20 games (all but one started) at Coors Field 

is the best in franchise history among pitchers with at least 100 innings. 

 

Anderson can succeed in games like he did Tuesday, when he walks no one. In the first inning, he fell behind Marlins 57-

homer man Giancarlo Stanton (1-for-9 through two games of the series) 3-0, but enticed him to ground a changeup off 

the end of his bat for an out. 

"It wasn't 3-0 because we weren't pitching to him," Anderson said. "We're still pitching to him and trying to make good 

pitches and quality pitches, and so far it's been to our advantage." 
 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/519317/giancarlo-stanton
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Tyler Anderson pitches a gem for Rockies in huge victory over Marlins 
Rockies and Marlins finish up their three-game series Wednesday afternoon 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post | September 27, 2017 at 7:28 am 
 
Carlos Gonzalez was asked how he thought the Rockies would respond to the mounting pressure to clinch a playoff berth. 
 
“I guess we’ll see, won’t we?” the Rockies right fielder said before Tuesday night’s game, flashing a knowing grin. 
 
Psychic? Nope, just confident that his team would pull out of its recent funk and take care of business with a possible trip 
to the playoffs near the tipping point. 
 
And that’s exactly what the Rockies did, combining a stellar seven-inning start from left-hander Tyler Anderson and 
uplifting home runs from Trevor Story and Nolan Arenado to beat Miami 6-0 at chilly Coors Field. 
 
It was Colorado’s seventh shutout at home this season, a new franchise record. 
 
With four games remaining in the regular season, the Rockies (85-73) still have a lot of work to do, and their magic 
number to clinch a playoff spot is four. They hold a 1½-game lead over Milwaukee, which beat Cincinnati 7-6, in the race 
for the National League’s second wild card and are 2 ½ in front of St. Louis, which beat the Cubs 8-7. 
 
Anderson was brilliant, and not just because he negated Marlins slugger Giancarlo Stanton three times. Stanton, still 
sitting on 57 home runs, is 1-for-9 thus far in the series. 
 
Anderson allowed just four hits, whiffed five and walked none. He masterfully mixed his fastball, cutter and changeup. 
 
“The big (thing) today was that this was a game we needed to win,” Anderson said. “And you know going into a game at 
Coors Field that you can’t walk anybody. So the whole goal tonight was not to walk anybody, and we did that.” 
 
He induced key double plays in the second and third innings, but he had to stare down big trouble only once. 
 
Brian Anderson and Miguel Rojas opened the sixth with back-to-back singles, but Anderson never got rattled. He struck 
out pinch-hitter A.J. Ellis looking at a fastball that nipped the inside corner. Then Anderson got Dee Gordon to fly out to 
left field and got Stanton on a comebacker to the mound. 
 
“We talk all of the time about the importance of starting pitching and our guy did an outstanding job tonight,” manager Bud 
Black said. “It was well-executed all the way through. I thought he and Jon (catcher Jonathan Lucroy) did an excellent job 
attacking their lineup.” 
 
Since returning from knee surgery and coming off the disabled list Sept. 10, Anderson has shut down hitters to the tune of 
a 1.19 ERA over four appearances, including three starts. 
 
What’s more, Anderson is emerging as a young pitcher who thrives at Coors Field. Through 20 career appearances (19 
starts) at the mile-high ballpark, his 3.39 ERA is the best in franchise history among pitchers with more than 100 innings 
pitched. 
 
The Rockies’ frequently stalled offense received an immediate jump-start when Charlie Blackmon led off the first with a 
walk and DJ LeMahieu followed with a single. Gonzalez grounded into a double play, but he managed to knock in 
Blackmon for a 1-0 lead. 
 
Back-to-back singles by Arenado and Mark Reynolds set the table for Story’s two-out homer. On a 3-2 count, on the ninth 
pitch of the at-bat, Story clobbered Jose Urena’s 95.6 mph fastball 397 feet and into the Rockies bullpen beyond right 
field. It was Story’s 23rd homer, and he now has 76 RBIs, an increasingly solid output from a player who has struggled at 
the plate much of the season. 
 
“He showed fight in that at-bat, especially deeper in the count, which was good to see,” Black said. “He finally got a pitch 
he could hit, and Trevor has all-field power, which we know. And he really put a good swing on it.” 
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Arenado’s 36th home of the season was a two-run rocket launch in the fifth. Gonzalez (3-for-4) led off with a double and 
then jogged home, watching Arenado’s homer sail 438 feet into the center-field seats near the Rockpile. Arenado’s homer 
was his 182nd hit of the season, tying his career high set last season. 
 
Colorado, beset this month by failures to drive in runners from scoring position, finished the night 2-for-6 and left seven 
runners on base. 
 
“It’s no secret that our offense has slowed a little bit, but we believe it’s going to break out,” Story said. “All it takes is one 
hit here or there to get us going.” 
 
The Rockies and Marlins finish their three-game series Wednesday afternoon, with Jon Gray getting the start for 
Colorado. After an off day Thursday, the Rockies host the Los Angeles Dodgers for three games this weekend to close 
out the regular season. Those three games might determine whether the Rockies make the playoffs for the first time since 
2009. 
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Rockies have to get over “RISP flu” to save playoff hopes 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post | September 26, 2017 at 8:35 pm 
 
Years ago, a small sign hung in the Rockies’ clubhouse near the lockers of Todd Helton and Brad Hawpe. It read: “A man 
is measured by his batting average with runners in scoring position.” 
 
Maybe somebody should dig up that old slogan, because the biggest obstacle to the Rockies’ hunt for the National 
League’s second wild-card spot has been their inability to come up with big hits in big moments. 
 
The Rockies went 0-for-7 with runners in scoring position in their 5-4 loss to Miami on Monday night at Coors Field, 
shrinking their wild-card lead over Milwaukee to 1½ games. 
 
Coming up empty with men on base has become the norm for the Rockies in the final month of the season, and that trend 
could sink them. Through August, they hit .297 with runners in scoring position as a team. But entering Tuesday night’s 
game against the Marlins, their RISP average in September was .215. 
 
“It’s like a flu, man,” veteran right fielder Carlos Gonzalez said, only half joking. “It’s always going to come, but we know 
it’s going to go away. I think this is a good team. I mean, we were hitting over .300 in those situations (before). This is a 
great hitting team, but right now we have that flu.” 
 
The numbers confirm the illness. Following are averages with runners in scoring position for the Rockies’ main position 
players during September (entering Tuesday’s game): Charlie Blackmon .368 (7-for-19),  Nolan Arenado .316 (6-for-19), 
Jonathan Lucroy .267 (4-for-15), DJ LeMahieu .261 (6-for-23), Gerardo Parra .217 (5-for-23), Ian Desmond .214 (3-for-
14), Trevor Story .154 (4-for-26), Mark Reynolds .125 (3-for-24) and Gonzalez .083 (1-for-12). 
 
Manager Bud Black, of course, is painfully aware of the batting bug that has infected his team. The question is, what are 
the Rockies doing to combat it? 
 
“I don’t know whether this is cyclical or not, but we talk all the time with our staff and our players about situational hitting,” 
Black said. “But I think, sometimes, guys are trying too hard for the big hit. It can be a natural thing for anybody, in any 
profession. That can work against you. 
 
“So we are trying to get players in a relaxed spot to where they aren’t trying too hard.” 
 
When batters are gritting their teeth and trying too hard, Black said, swings get too big, the strike zone expands and grips 
tighten on the bat. Black said players and coaches are working as a group and, individually, to have better at-bats when 
teammates are begging to be driven home. 
 
“I think it’s kind of a cycle, but I can’t really give you a good answer why this is happening,” LeMahieu said. “I just know we 
are trying really hard right now. It just seems like we aren’t getting that big hit, but it’s not for lack of effort.” 
 
Black thinks one or two big hits can cure the Rockies of their “flu.” 
 
“Whatever term you want to use, ‘hitting is contagious,’ whatever, guys can exhale when there is a big hit,” Black said. 
“Our guys want this so bad, which is great. Guys are trying so hard because they want this so badly.” 
 
High praise indeed. All-star closer Greg Holland was asked to assess Arenado’s skills as a third baseman. Holland didn’t 
hold back. 
 
“I would have to say, even without having played with him for a full season, that he’s the best (fielder) I have ever seen,” 
Holland said. 
 
Holland listed several former Kansas City teammates he played with, including Salvador Perez, Eric Hosmer and Lorenzo 
Cain, as players he puts in the Gold Glove category. But Arenado is something else again. 
 
“What Nolan does with a glove is really, really special,”  Holland said. “Not only do you not see it every day, you only see it 
once in a lifetime. So I would have to say he’s the best I’ve seen.” 
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Looking ahead 
 
Marlins LHP Adam Conley (7-7, 5.74 ERA) at Rockies RHP Jon Gray (9-4, 3.62), 1:10 p.m. Wednesday, AT&T SportsNet; 
850 AM 
 
Gray has become indispensable to the Rockies’ playoff quest and is in the best place of his young career. He recorded 
the win last Friday at San Diego, giving him 12 consecutive games of three or fewer earned runs allowed, tying Ubaldo 
Jimenez’s stretch in 2009 for second-longest such streak in club history. Since coming off the disabled list, Gray is 4-1 
with a 3.12 ERA at home. Gray has not pitched well against the Marlins, going 0-2 with a 7.63 ERA in three starts. Conley 
is coming off a rough start last Friday in which Arizona ripped him for seven runs on six hits and a walk in only 1 ⅔ 
innings. It was Conley’s shortest outing since April 28, when he got shelled by the Pirates. Conley has limited experience 
vs. the Rockies, but he has owned catcher Jonathan Lucroy, who is 0-for-14 with three strikeouts against him. 
 
Thursday: Off 
 
Friday: Dodgers LHP Clayton Kershaw (18-4, 2.21) at Rockies RHP Chad Bettis (1-4, 5.72), 6:10 p.m., AT&T SportsNet 
 
Saturday: Dodgers LHP Hyun-Jin Ryu (5-8, 3.47) at Rockies RHP German Marquez (11-7, 4.38), 6:10 p.m., AT&T 
SportsNet 
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Rockies score first, Marlins don’t score at all in 6-0 win 
Four run first inning holds the Rockies pace in front of the Wild Card chase 
By Richard Bergstrom - Sep 26, 2017, 9:29pm MDT / Purple Row 
 
Taking a page from the books of other Wild Card rivals, the Colorado Rockies decided to score four runs in the first inning 
en route to a 6-0 win over the Miami Marlins. That offensive outburst backed a great start by Tyler Anderson, who threw 
seven shutout innings. Only two Marlins runners got to scoring position all night as Anderson and the bullpen were 
exemplary. 
 
Perhaps there was a bit of scoreboard watching going on as the Milwaukee Brewers jumped to a four run lead in the 
bottom of the first inning over the Cincinnati Reds, but gladly the Rockies followed suit. Charlie Blackmon drew a leadoff 
walk off of Marlins starting pitcher Jose Urena. DJ LeMahieu’s single put runners on first and third for Carlos Gonzalez, 
who grounded into a double play that still managed to score Blackmon, giving the Rockies the first run of the game. 
Subsequent singles by Nolan Arenado and Mark Reynolds put two runners on for Trevor Story who crushed a ball into the 
bullpen area for a three run home run. The Rockies were winning 4-0 after just one inning when they had recently gone 
through a road trip where they had problems scraping together four runs in a single series. 
 
Arenado tacked on two runs in the fifth inning with a home run to center field, which scored Gonzalez who had led off the 
inning with a double. Staked to an early four run lead, and later a six run lead, that was all that Tyler Anderson needed. 
He threw seven shutout innings, allowing only four hits and no walks while striking out five batters. 
 
Chris Rusin came on in the eighth inning to throw a perfect frame, striking out Justin Bour after inducing two groundouts. 
Mike Dunn entered the game in the ninth and closed the door, striking out two batters of his own. He did allow a double to 
Giancarlo Stanton, which is like getting a normal major leaguer to hit a weak tapper to third base, so we won’t hold that 
against him. 
 
The Rockies go for the series win tomorrow against the Marlins. Jon Gray (9-4) will be going for his tenth win in what 
should be his last start before the Wild Card game. He will be facing left hander Adam Conley (7-7). The first pitch at 
Coors Field is scheduled for 1:10 PM MST. The Rockies currently hold a one and a half game lead over the Brewers. If 
the St. Louis Cardinals maintain their lead during tonight’s game with the Chicago Cubs, the Rockies will still hold a two 
and a half game lead over them. 
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Prospectus Feature 
Alternate Reality Playoff Races 
By Ben Diamond – September 26, 2017 / Baseball Prospectus 
 
Compared to recent years, this season’s playoff race has been pretty tame. Just a few weeks ago, we were talking about 
a potential five-team tie for the final American League Wild Card spot. Since then, Team Entropy has taken a Dodgers-
esque tumble, and trying to drum up excitement while the sub-.500 Angels, Rangers, and Royals limp to the finish line is 
nearly impossible. 
 
On the bright side, the National League is picking up some of the slack: three teams are vying for the final Wild Card spot, 
and believe it or not they all boast records comfortably over .500. That may not be exciting enough to inspire a Hollywood 
picture with Brad Pitt and Jonah Hill, but it’s something, especially compared to the dreary AL battle. 
 
Now, I’m an eternal optimist, and if I’ve learned anything about making the best out of a mediocre situation, it’s that things 
could always be worse. Sure, Mariners fans may be kicking themselves for taking Dustin Ackley over Mike Trout in the 
2009 draft, but at least they didn’t select Donovan Tate? Okay, that might not have helped much, but allow me to 
continue. 
 
You might be a bit dissatisfied with the current playoff race, but be glad that baseball has nailed the playoff format. 
Although MLB’s adoption of the two-Wild Card system was met with some skepticism, the movement toward adding that 
second Wild Card has paid off in spades recently, sparing fans from some frustrating Septembers. There’s no better way 
to see that than to take a walk with me through a few alternate universes, where 2017’s hunt for October takes place 
under past playoff structures. 
 
One-Wild Card System 
 
The playoff format immediately preceding our current setup is the single-Wild Card layout, which was just replaced in 
2012 and is the most realistic option to consider. It wouldn’t be a stretch to imagine reverting to those days, but for the 
sport’s sake, let’s hope the current system remains in place. Sure, this September hasn’t been quite as electrifying as 
hoped, but the alternate scenario is far worse. 
 
By our playoff odds, there are currently 14 teams in the thick of it, vying for 10 playoff spots. That’s not great; realistically 
only one race—the NL's second Wild Card spot—has a good chance of changing hands in the final week. But let’s take a 
moment to imagine how things would shake out if there were no second Wild Card. 
 
With four divisions already clinched and the remaining two practically settled as well, only each league’s single Wild Card 
is left to watch. Unfortunately, those spots were settled long ago: the NL Wild Card would already be clinched by the 
Diamondbacks and the AL Wild Card would be property of the Yankees. In short, the last seven days of baseball would be 
awfully uneventful, with all eight teams practically guaranteed of keeping their spots in the postseason. 
 
Look a bit further back, and the results aren’t much more promising. The two bubble teams, the Yankees and 
Diamondbacks, were virtual guarantees to reach the postseason (either via the Wild Card spot or division) back in late 
August, so very little meaningful baseball would’ve been played in the final month of the season. Yeah, not great. 
 
Pre-Wild Card 
 
Let’s take another step back in time, to the days before the Wild Card was implemented, back when only the division 
winners played. Oddly enough, this system, which was replaced in 1994, might have brought some more late-season fun 
than the single Wild Card would have. Now, that’s not to say it’s at all superior to any subsequent formats, but it’s worth 
looking at how the races would shake out in this scenario. 
 
While we don’t get any exciting, last-minute fights with the pre-Wild Card format, there are at least two races in the AL 
East and NL Central. With the Wild Card removed, teams are without a fallback plan and the competition for the division 
becomes a do-or-die scenario. Neither battle would come down to the final week(s), but it would at least present baseball 
fans with something to keep track of, rather than the month-long gridlock of the single-Wild Card case. 
 
It’s worth mentioning that the major flaw of this format—stacked divisions leading to top teams missing October—would 
come back to bite baseball in 2017 as well. Given the Dodgers' incredible run for much of the season, the Diamondbacks 
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would have realistically fallen out of the playoff race by midseason, despite currently holding the sixth-best record in 
baseball. 
 
One Team Per League 
 
You might initially balk at the possibility of a two-team playoff; having only the best team from each league play for the 
World Series was abandoned long ago, back in 1968 when there were only 20 total teams in the majors. Obviously, this 
format isn’t coming back anytime soon, but I wanted to take a moment to appreciate just how insane the playoff races 
would be under this system. 
 
Let’s start in the American League. As of August 24, the Astros held the best record in the league with a 77-50 mark, 
followed by the Red Sox at 73-54 and the Indians at 70-56. It was tight with a little over a month to play, but the Astros 
had been excellent and were easily the favorites to play the MLB-best Dodgers (90-36) in the World Series. 
 
But the Indians, winners of the AL pennant the year before, had different plans. They won their game that day, then the 
next, and the next. They couldn't stop winning, and after 18 straight had somehow climbed the 6.5-game deficit to pass 
the Astros. Cleveland continued winning, reaching a historic 22-game streak and eventually winning 27 of 28 to put them 
up by 2.5 games on September 21. By the final week of the season in this alternate reality, the Indians have the two-game 
edge with just a handful of games left to play. 
 
With an 88 percent chance of finishing with a better record than the Astros and making the World Series, the final stretch 
may not have come down to the wire, but that 22-game winning streak would’ve contained some of the most thrilling and 
epic baseball the sport has ever seen, enough to spin a lost season into a place in the World Series. 
 
Oh, and then there’s the National League. Nothing can compare to the insanity of the Indians’ winning streak, but just 
imagine what would happen when the Diamondbacks erupted into their own 13-game winning streak, subsequently 
followed by an 11-game skid from the Dodgers. While Arizona would never come closer than nine games away from LA’s 
league-leading record (the Nationals were much closer), the outrage and panic in Los Angeles would far surpass the 
mayhem a thousand Yasiel Puigs could induce. 
 
Long story short, returning to this format is a relatively horrible and unrealistic idea, but wow it would’ve been fun for a bit. 
 
*** 
 
All in all, though, we should be thankful for the current format. Keeping as many teams in the race as possible is a critical 
step forward for growing the sport, with fan bases staying captivated deep into September and through October. Given the 
inherent randomness of the sport, parity can seemingly be increased by tweaking playoff rules and opening the race for 
more teams, an adjustment that also increases activity on the market both during the trade deadline and in the offseason. 
 
Still, a balance needs to be struck between allowing enough teams into October, and allowing deserving teams into 
October. It’s not an easy equilibrium at which to arrive, and you can see baseball struggling to reach it through their 
steady playoff evolution. Given the multiple sub-.500 teams still (sort of) fighting in the American League, it looks like 
we’ve finally reached a limit on playoff inclusiveness. And, given the lack of late-season competitiveness in the older 
playoff layouts, going back to a stricter postseason isn’t the right move. 
 
With that in mind, the two-Wild Card format should be here to stay, and we should be glad for that. Baseball needs to stay 
interesting as October dawns, and the current setup is the best way to accomplish that. 
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Carlos Estevez remains indispensable for Rockies’ future, and present 
By Drew Creasman - September 26, 2017 / BSN Denver 
 
There’s an old sports adage that says if you get knocked down five times, you get up six. In 2017, Colorado Rockies 
reliever Carlos Estevez has been optioned down to Triple-A on five separate occasions and on five separate occasions, 
he has been called back to MLB. He’s back up for his sixth stint now. Now, a young reliever who spent time in his rookie 
season as closer-by-necessity has turned 10 tumultuous trips back and forth into a season where he is being handed the 
ball against some of the game’s best hitter’s in some of the most important moments in some of the biggest games for the 
Colorado Rockies in eight years. 
 
He’s gone from someone who couldn’t stay on the roster to a guy you give the rock with the bases loaded and the best 
power-hitter in decades at the plate. And Giancarlo Stanton was just the latest in a string of All-Star players that Estevez 
has been asked to retire, one at a time, in crunch time. Hunter Pence, Hunter Renfroe, and the incredibly hot-hitting 
Christian Villanueva all fell victim to Estevez’ new confidence… and his old delivery. 
 
“He sorta went back to a delivery he was comfortable with,” says manager Bud Black. “We all talked about ‘maybe let’s 
turn the clock back a little bit on some of his previous mechanics.’ We tried to do some things in spring training to help him 
control the running game, but we’ve done some subtle things with him that I think have put him in a good spot both 
physically and mentally.” 
 
The progress hasn’t been linear but the results have proven remarkably valuable. Over his last 17 innings pitched (18 
games), he has posted a 3.71 ERA and is striking out 18.7 percent of the hitters he has faced, walking 9.3 percent. He 
has stranded 87.2 percent of the runners he has either inherited or allowed. He has not allowed a run over his last six 
appearances, mostly against dudes named Hunter. 
 
This run started September 14 when he got JD Martinez, Brandon Drury, and A.J. Pollock all to pop out on the infield a 
day after surrendering a three-run homer to Pollock. 
 
“He’s pitching very well,” said Black. “When you pitch well, it breeds confidence and I think he’s coming into games with a 
great deal of confidence. He’s coming into games physically in a really good spot because his velocity is up.  And I think 
last year’s experience of getting saves and having heat on him in the ninth inning has been good for him. Experience is a 
great teacher. We have a lot of guys experiencing things for the first time and they’ll be better in the long term for it.” 
 
That confidence was on full display on Tuesday night when his manager called his number and the Slayer of Baseballs 
himself stood in the batter’s box. Stanton wasn’t pulling any punches either, practically coming out of his shoes on a high-
and-tight 98 mph first pitch that ran just above the strike zone; a perfect location. The second pitch wasn’t quite as well 
located, but Estevez — with all the potential doubt of someone who has been optioned five times — had already gained 
the mental advantage with the first pitch and had the slugger on his heels. 
 
“Carlos against Stanton,” said Black after the game. “What a great match-up. Power against power. Swung at the high 
fastball first pitch, and then the comebacker, Carlos made a nice play.” 
 
Nothing has come easy for Carlos Estevez in 2017. But the work is paying off and with every successful appearance so is 
the faith that his manager has found in him. A month ago, Estevez was likely on the outside looking in for a postseason 
roster spot, and in the interim, he has made himself an indispensable member of any such roster. A simplified mechanic 
and swelling confidence had fans once gritting their teeth upon his arrival, jumping to their feet and shouting “Give him the 
heater, Ricky!!!” whenever Wild Thing hits the speaker system. 
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Anderson’s A-game catches fish, Rox one game closer to postseason 
By Drew Creasman - September 26, 2017 / BSN Denver 
 
The Colorado Rockies played exactly the kind of all-around quality baseball game they needed on a cool Tuesday 
evening at Coors Field in the second game against the Miami Marlins. With their best pitcher on the hill in Jose Urena, the 
Fish held a slight advantage on paper but the Rockies scored early and often and got a brilliant pitching performance from 
Tyler Anderson to win their 85th game of the season by a score of 6-0. 
 
Charlie Blackmon, after his music eerily failed to play over the loudspeaker at Coors, led things off with a walk in the top of 
the first. He went first-to-third on a DJ LeMahieu single to right field, sliding in just ahead of a good throw from Giancarlo 
Stanton. The aggressiveness paid off when the shift turned a hard groundball up the middle from Carlos Gonzalez into a 
double play. Still, Blackmon scored the always important first run of the game. 
 
Nolan Arenado took the first pitch he saw right back up the middle and Mark Reynolds pulled one through the right side to 
give Colorado a pair of two-out base runners. Again, their efforts turned out to be incredibly important when Trevor Story 
put together one of the finest at-bats of his career — especially considering context — hammering the ninth pitch he saw 
over the high fence in right-center field to put the Rockies on top 4-0. 
 
 
The Rockies kept getting hits but wouldn’t score again until the fifth, getting the middle-of-the-order production they 
envisioned at the beginning of the season but have rarely seen. Carlos Gonzalez sliced an opposite-field double into the 
gap with a vintage CarGo swing and Arenado followed with a monstrous home run, deep over the center field wall. It was 
his 36th home run of the season, giving him 129 RBI. It also tied his career high in hits from a year ago at 182. 
 
 
Rockies starter Tyler Anderson was nothing short of excellent once again, pitching seven strong innings, allowing just four 
singles, inducing a couple of double plays and striking out five without walking a batter. He had full command of the entire 
arsenal, most especially the change-up that produced a number of ugly swings from Marlins hitters. Even one of the four 
hits recorded against him could easily have been called an error on Arenado. 
 
This reaction from catcher Jonathan Lucroy pretty much sums up Anderson’s night: 
 
Chris Rusin and Mike Dunn worked clean innings in the eighth and ninth apart from a two-out double to Stanton in the 
final frame, securing the win. 
 
Blackmon walked three times in the game and scored once, bringing his total to 135 runs scored. He is just the 11th 
player in MLB history to have at least 130 runs, 30 2Bs, 10 3Bs & 35 HRs. 
 
Colorado improved to 85- and with the Milwaukee Brewers winning held onto a 1.5 game lead for the second spot in the 
NL Wild Card. The final game of the series takes place Wednesday afternoon at 1:10 mountain time. The Rockies hand 
the ball to Jon Gray against Adam Conley. 
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Anderson mows down Marlins, Rockies keep pace in Wild Card 
By Alissa Noe - September 26, 2017 / Mile High Sports  
 
With a spot in the postseason on the line in this final week of the MLB regular season and the Milwaukee Brewers and St. 
Louis Cardinals right on their tails, the Colorado Rockies needed a win more than ever on Tuesday night against the 
Miami Marlins after dropping six of their last eight games. And that’s exactly what they did thanks to Tyler Anderson. 
 
“We talk about, all the time, the importance of starting pitching and our guy did an outstanding job. It was well executed all 
the way through,” manager Bud Black said. “It’s really nice to see when it happens, when it’s successful. I think it really 
gives you a great feeling.” 
 
Going into Tuesdays matchup, the Rockies held a 1.5-game lead over the encroaching Brewers, and were just 2.5 over 
the Cardinals. Despite the Rockies’ 6-0 win, they gained no ground on their lead over their National League competitors, 
as Milwaukee downed Cincinnati 7-6. At the time that the Rockies game ended, the Cubs were making a huge comeback 
on the Cardinals in the eighth inning, down only 8-7. 
 
In his fourth appearance back from a minor knee surgery and his third start, Anderson shined for the Rockies as he 
pitched seven near-flawless innings surrendering just four hits. He threw 62 of his 92 pitches for strikes, striking out five 
Marlins. Anderson faced just two batters over the minimum in his seven innings. 
 
“He was amazing,” shortstop Trevor Story said. “His changeup was nasty and it looked like he was spotting everywhere. 
He brings that fierce competitor. That’s his biggest attribute, I feel like, and it was fun to play behind that.” 
 
Since his return on Sept. 10, in all of 22.67 innings pitched, Anderson has been beyond impressive with a 1.19 ERA. That 
comes at a great time for the Rockies, especially with their postseason aspirations still staying alive. 
 
“It’s not necessarily a freshness thing, because I was in the ‘pen a week and a half ago,” Anderson said. “Being ready to 
throw that and not trying to be built up and get built up during season is tough too, so I wouldn’t say the time off has really 
caused a lot of freshness.” 
 
Opposing pitcher Jose Urena, Miami’s most reliable arm, didn’t fare nearly as well, giving up six earned runs and nine hits 
in five innings, along with four walks and four strikeouts. 
 
The Rockies were kickstarted by none other than right fielder Carlos Gonzalez when he hit into a double play, but drove in 
Charlie Blackmon to take an early lead. Two base hits and three batters later, Story launched a three-run home run into 
the Rockies’ bullpen. 4-0 Rockies after just one inning. 
 
It was a pitching duel from that point until the bottom of the fifth, as neither team gave up another run. 
 
Enter Nolan Arenado with one man on. 
 
The third baseman drove another ball into the stands for the two-run moon shot, this time over the centerfield wall to the 
left of the Rockpile. 6-0, Rockies. 
 
Chris Rusin and Mike Dunn each pitched a scorless inning to lock things up. 
 
With the win, the Rockies advanced to 84-73 on the season and set Miami back to 74-82. The hunt for that second Wild 
Card spot lives on. 
 
Senior-most right fielder Carlos Gonzalez, the natural leader on the team both on the field and behind the scenes, said 
that as the only current Rockie who’s been to the postseason with a Colorado jersey on his back, he’s taken it upon 
himself to be the “fun guy” on the team that keeps all the young players loose as the regular season winds down into a 
possible playoff berth. 
 
“I think that’s one of the jobs that I have and I don’t get paid for it,” Gonzalez said. “I’ve got to keep everybody loose here. 
I’m the older player. I’m the only one on the roster that was in the 2009 postseason, the last time we were in. I tell my 
friends and my teammates, this is only going to grow. The pressure’s only going to go up, everybody’s expecting great 
things from us, but at the same time, the game won’t change….Just try to slow the game down, but we’re pretty good. 
Just keep doing what we’re doing, and we’re going to be fine.” 
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“You have a lot of young players around you, guys that are finally getting to the first stage of what October’s all about, so 
you just got to relax and enjoy the moment, because this is what you work so hard for. When you gain experience, they’re 
going to understand what I’m talking about.” 
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A tight Wild Card race may not be a bad thing for the struggling Rockies 
By Aniello Piro - September 26, 2017 / Mile High Sports  
 
The Colorado Rockies have toyed with the emotions of people all around baseball through 157 games. Early on, the 
Rockies looked like a powerhouse team in the National League, but they came back down to earth as the season 
progressed — and now find themselves with their backs against the wall with just five games left to play this season. 
 
Colorado’s wild-card lead sits at just 1.5 games over the Milwaukee Brewers and 2.5 games over the St. Louis Cardinals. 
 
It’s no secret; the Rockies need to play better. Colorado’s offense has been boom-or-bust for the better part of a month 
now. The Rockies’ hitters desperately need to elevate their game to help push the club over the top. Offense is Colorado’s 
bread and butter. While the pitching has held their own for a majority of the season, hitting is Colorado’s X-factor. 
 
Regardless of what has happened to date, the fact of the matter is Colorado’s most important games are still ahead of 
them, and the team is looking to finish what they started back in the springtime. 
 
“Finish business,” veteran Carlos Gonzalez said of the remainder of the season. “We have an opportunity to clinch here in 
front of our home crowd. That’s what we want to do. We want to play good baseball, take care of business, and finish 
what we started.” 
 
Every pitch, hit, and decision could mean the difference from playing in the postseason or watching from the couch for the 
Rockies. 
 
The tension of playing meaningful games can be either a blessing or burden for many teams, but for the Colorado 
Rockies, that might very well be valuable for them as the pressure continues to boil. 
 
“You want that nervous energy. You want that adrenaline; that’s what makes the game fun,” All-Star closer Greg Holland 
said. “If you’re out there in a playoff race with no heartbeat, what’s the fun in that? That’s not why we play the game. I 
think you have to be able to [handle] that and use that adrenaline to your advantage.” 
 
Colorado is looking to build momentum at the season’s most crucial point. Two consecutive series losses, paired with a 
frustrating game against the Miami Marlins on Monday night, have Rockies fans spinning in circles looking for answers. 
 
However, as their lead narrows, facing that adversity could result in newfound success for a Rockies club that is seeking 
to make the postseason for the first time in nearly a decade. 
 
“I think that’s a mark of all good teams. Shortening those windows when you struggle because you aren’t always going to 
play great baseball,” Holland said, noting that the Rockies play their best baseball with their backs against the wall. 
“You’ve got to understand — that’s why you play 162 games instead of 50. This is a weird game, where you’ve got to let 
the cream kind of rise over the course of a long season, and we understand that. These guys come to the yard refreshed, 
no matter what happened the day before. We don’t ride too high on the highs or too low on the lows, and I think that level-
headedness is going to bode well for us.” 
 
It all comes down to this: the final NL Wild Card spot is well within reach for all three teams thanks to the way the Rockies 
have played recently, but it’s worth noting that after all that Colorado has been through this season, the rush of trying to 
finish the fight is what might carry them to the postseason and possibly beyond. 
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The Colorado Rockies… What is the best Twitter account in Denver sports? 
By MHS Staff - September 26, 2017 / Mile High Sports 
 
We’ve been saying for years that the Colorado Rockies hands down have the best Twitter account in Denver sports. On 
Tuesday they again showed why, with a little assist from Jeopardy! and Sports Illustrated. 
 
SI posted a clip from the classic TV quiz show of contestants giving some epic fail answers to questions related to the 
category “NFL Teams by Hall of Famer.” 
 
Most of our readers will know the answer to clue number one: “Defensive Tackle ‘Mean Joe’ Greene.” 
 
Alex Trebek had to help out his contestants with “Pittsburgh Steelers.” 
 
A contestant took a crack at the next clue: “Running Back Marcus Allen.” 
 
Her answer? “The Colorado Rockies.” 
 
Sports Illustrated ✔@SInow 
Some diehard football fans on Jeopardy! tonight 
5:33 PM - Sep 25, 2017 
 
Of course, the best Twitter account in Denver sports had to have a little fun with the answer, offering this hilarious reply. 
 
Sports Illustrated  ✔ @SInow 
Some diehard football fans on Jeopardy! tonight pic.twitter.com/xY9PGickz2 
 
Colorado Rockies ✔@Rockies 
.@Jeopardy Can we at least give Anupama partial credit? � 
 
(cc @MarcusAllenHOF) pic.twitter.com/YYEM6vdpMu 
1:32 PM - Sep 26, 2017 
View image on TwitterView image on Twitter 
  
Yes, you’re seeing that correctly. The Rockies actually have an employee named Marcus Allen, the team confirmed in a 
later reply. 
 
Tyler Maun  ✔ @TylerMaun 
Replying to @Rockies and 3 others 
You guys are the absolute greatest. 
 
Colorado Rockies ✔@Rockies 
Best part is this is real. Marcus works in our in-game entertainment group. 
3:29 PM - Sep 26, 2017 
  
Thank you Rockies, for winning Twitter once again. No go out there and win that final Wild Card spot! 
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Write ‘Em Cowboy 
Rockies Hit Marlins with 1-2 Punch 
Tracy Ringolsby / September 27, 2017 
 
On Tuesday night the Marlins got an up-close-and-personal greeting from Rockies left-hander Tyler Anderson, who turned 
in seven shutout innings in a 6-0 Rockies victory at Coors Field. Wednesday it is Jon Gray who will take the mound for the 
Rockies, looking to move the team a step closer to its fourth post-season appearance in franchise history, and giving the 
Marlins an up-close look at two pitchers who are key to the Rockies next couple of weeks. 
 
Anderson has mastered Coors Field, and if the Rockies were to face a must-win in Game 162 on Sunday it should be 
noted Anderson would be on normal rest for that start. In his fourth appearance — third start — since coming off the 
disabled list following knee surgery, Anderson worked seven shutout innings, giving up five hits without a walk, against the 
Marlins. 
 
Surprised? Don’t be. The second-year big-leaguer has a career 3.39 ERA at Coors Field, the lowest of any starting pitcher 
who has worked 65 or more innings at Coors Field. 
 

Top 10 Career ERA at Coors Field (starting pitcher, minimum 65 IP) 
 
Player   Season  W L ERA 
Tyler Anderson  2016-2017(2)  8 5 3.39 
Kyle Freeland  2017-2017(1)  6 7 3.66 
Ubaldo Jimenez  2006-2011(6)  30 19 3.67 
Madison Bumgarner 2010-2016(7)  5 5 4.99 
Jhoulys Chacin  2009-2017(7)  23 23 4.23 
German Marquez 2016-2017(2)  7 3 4.27 
Jorge De La Rosa 2005-2017(12) 53 20 4.28 
Drew Pomeranz  2011-2016(4)  3 7 4.35 
Matt Cain  2005-2017(10) 6 5 4.47 
Jon Gray  2015-2017(3)  11 4 4.49 
 
Jon Gray 
Gray has pitched well in any ballpark of late. After missing two months with a broken bone in his foot, he returned to the 
active roster on June 30, and has reaffirmed his spot at the top of the Rockies rotation since. He goes into his Wednesday 
start against the Marlins having allowed three earned runs or fewer in 12 consecutive starts. He has equaled the second 
longest such streak in franchise history (Ubaldo Jimenenz 2009), and is two starts shy of Jimenez’s single season 
franchise record of 14 games set in 2010. 
 

Gray’s Last 11 Starts 
 
Date  Opponent W L IP H R ER BB SO 
7/25/2017 @StL L 3-2 0 0 5 8 2 2 0 6 
7/30/2017 @Was L 3-1 0 1 7 4 3 3 1 8 
8/5/2017 Phi W 8-5 1 0 7 6 1 1 1 4 
8/11/2017 @Mia L 6-3 0 0 5.2 8 3 3 2 4 
8/16/2017 Atl W 17-2 1 0 6 5 2 2 2 6 
8/22/2017 @KC L 3-2 0 1 6.2 6 3 2 1 6 
8/27/2017 @Atl W 3-0 1 0 6 5 0 0 2 7 
9/2/2017 Ari L 6-2 0 1 5 5 3 3 3 6 
9/7/2017 @LAD W 9-1 1 0 6 4 1 1 2 3 
9/12/2017 @Ari W 4-2 1 0 7 7 2 2 0 10 
9/17/2017 SD L 4-3 0 0 5 2 0 0 1 7 
9/22/2017 @SD W 4-1 1 0 6 5 1 1 1 8 

W L IP H R ER BB SO 
Totals           ERA  2.61 6 3 72 65 21 20 16 75 
 
Kyle Freeland 
The 6-0 victory on Tuesday was the Rockies club-record seventh shutout at Coors Field, the second in Anderson’s last 
two starts at Coors Field. Rookie Kyle Freeland also has started two of the shutouts at Coors Field this season. 
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Most Shutouts at Coors Field and 2017 Shutouts 

 
Season W L Pct ShO   Date Opp Starter 
2017 44 33 .571 7  4/23/2017 SF Freeland 
2006 44 37 .543 6  5/10/2017 ChC Marquez 
2008 43 38 .531 5  5/26/2017 StL Senzatela 
2009 51 30 .630 4  7/9/2017 CWS Freeland 
2011 38 43 .469 4  8/14/2017 Atl Bettis 
9/16/2017 SD Anderson 
9/26/2017 Mia Anderson 
 
Freeland and Gray have been the anchors for a pitching staff that has been a strength during the Rockies struggle to 
finalize a post-season spot in September. The Rockies staff ERA of 3.90 in September is the sixth lowest in the National 
League. The Pirates lead the NL at 3.39 followed by the Brewers (3.40), who are the Rockies closest competitor for the 
second NL Wild-Card. 
 

Lowest NL Team ERAs in September 
 
Team  W L Pct Sv SvOP ERA 
Pirates  9 14 .391 4 7 3.39 
Brewers 13 10 .565 7 10 3.40 
Nationals 14 10 .583 10 10 3.57 
Phillies  13 12 .520 8 14 3.83 
D-Backs 15 9 .625 7 8 3.87 
Rockies 13 12 .520 6 7 3.90 
Cardinals 15 9 .625 5 6 4.01 
Cubs  15 9 .625 5 8 4.28 
Dodgers 10 16 .385 6 8 4.35 
Braves  12 13 .480 4 7 4.37 
 
Chad Bettis 
And the Rockies are having pitching success with a young rotation. There have been four rookies among the seven 
pitchers who have made starts, and two others who are in their second full season. Chad Bettis is the old man of the 
rotation at age 28. 
 

Rockies Starters By Age 
 
Player   Age W L Pct ERA AVG 
German Marquez 22 11 7 .611 4.38 .274 
Antonio Senzatela 22 10 5 .667 5.03 .273 
Kyle Freeland  24 11 10 .524 4.11 .283 
Jeff Hoffman  24 6 5 .545 5.28 .267 
Tyler Anderson  26 5 6 .455 5.11 .277 
Jon Gray  26 9 4 .692 3.62 .267 
Tyler Chatwood  27 8 14 .364 4.75 .253 
Chad Bettis  28 1 4 .200 5.72 .300 
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Write ‘Em Cowboy 
Post-Season Countdown: NL Wild-Card Wildest Race 
Tracy Ringolsby / September 27, 2017  
 
The Rockies could wake up Thursday morning in the midst of the only post-season battle remaining to be decided. The 
Magic Numbers have been reduced to one for the remaining battles for the NL Central, AL East and AL Wild-Card races. 
The Rockies, meanwhile, did reduce their Magic Number to clinch the second NL Wild-Card spot to four  with a 6-0 victory 
over the Marlins on Tuesday night.  
 

A Look at the Post-Season Aiignment 
 

Clinched 
 

AL Central — Indians 
 

AL West — Astros 
 

AL — Yankees or Red Sox 
 

NL East — Nationals 
 

NL West — Dodgers 
 

NL Wild-Card — D-Backs 
 

NL Wild-Card 
 

 
Coors Field 
The Rockies know that the earliest they could clinch the second NL Wild-Card spot would be Friday when the open a 
three-game series at Coors Field against the NL West champion Dodgers.  If they wind up in a tie Game 163 would be on 
Monday at Coors Field if the Rockies tied with the Brewers or at Busch Stadium if the Rockies tied with the Cardinals. 
 
Team  W L Pct GB   Streak Magic # 
y-D-Backs 91 67 .576 6  5 – 5 Won 1  
Rockies 85 73  .538 –  4 – 6 Won 1  
Brewers 83 74 .529 1.5  5 – 5 Won 1 4 
Cardinals 82 75 .522 2.5  5 – 5 Won 1 3 
 

Tuesday’s Results 
 
Rockies   6 – 0 Marlins 
Brewers  7 – 6 Reds 
Cardinals  8 – 7 Cubs 
 

Remaining Schedules 
 

Rockies  Brewers Cardinals 
Wed vs. Marlins vs. Reds vs. Cubs 
Thur Off  vs. Reds vs.  Cubs 
Fri vs. Dodgers at Cards vs. Brewers 
Sat vs. Dodgers at Cards vs. Brewers 
Sun vs. Dodgers at Cards vs. Brewers 
 

NL Central 
 
The Cubs rallied but not enough to officially wrap up a second consecutive NL Central title with the hope of defending the 
world championship, which they won for the first time since 1908 last fall. The Cubs are in control, however, knowing if 
they clinch if they win, regardless of what happens with the Brewers. 
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Team  W L Pct GB  Streak Magic # 
Cubs  88 69 .561 –  7 – 3 Lost 1  
Brewers 83 74 .529 5  5 – 5 Won 1 1 
 

Tuesday’s Results 
 
Brewers  7 – 6 Reds 
Cardinals  8 – 7 Cubs 
 

Remaining Schedules 
 

Cubs  Brewers 
Wed at Cardinals vs. Reds 
Thur at Cardinals vs. Reds 
Fri vs. Reds at Cardinals 
Sat vs. Reds at Cardinals 
Sun vs. Reds at Cardinals 
 

AL East 
 
 
Red Sox 
The Red Sox and Yankees both know they are in the post-season. And the Red Sox can settle remaining uncertainity — 
which won wins the division and which one host next Tuesday’s AL Wild-Card game with a victory, having reduced their 
Magic Number to clinch the division title to one. 
 
Team  W L Pct GB  Streak Magic # 
y-Red Sox 91 66 .580 – 7 – 3 Lost 2  
y-Yankees 88 69 .561 3 7 – 3 Won 2 1 
 

Tuesday’s Results 
 
Yankees  6 – 1 Rays 
Blue Jays  9 – 4 Red Sox 
 

Remainning Schedule 
 

Red Sox Yankees 
Wed vs. Jays vs. Rays 
Thur vs. Astros vs. Rays 
Fri vs. Astros vs. Jays 
Sat vs. Astros vs. Jays 
Sun vs. Astros vs. Jays 
 

AL Wild-Card 
 
The Twins victory on Tuesday officially eliminated the Angels, Rays and Rangers. And the Twins can clinch the second 
wild-card spot on Wednesday with a win, which would eliminate the Angels and Royals, the only remaining post-season 
hopefuls in the AL. 
 
Team  W L Pct GB  Streak Magic # 
y-Yankees 88 69 .561 –  7 – 3 Won 2  
Twins  83 74 .529 –  6 – 4 Won 5  
Angels  78 79 .497 5  3 – 7 Won 1 1 
Royals  77 80 .490 6  4 – 6 Won 1 1 
Mariners 77 81 .487 6.5  3 – 7 Won 2 Eliminated 
Rays  76 81 .484 7  4 – 6 Lost 2 Eliminated 
Rangers 76 81 .484 7  4 – 6 Lost 5 Eliminated 



    

24 
 

Tuesday’s Results 
 
Yankees  6 – 1 e-Rays 
Twins   8 – 6 Indians 
Astros   14 – 3 e-Rangers 
Angels    9 – 3 White Sox 
Royals   2 – 1 Tigers 
e-Mariners  6 – 3 A’s 
e-eliminated by Twins victory 
 

Remaining Schedules 
 

Yankees Twins  Royals  Angels 
Wed vs. Rays at Indians vs. Tigers at  White Sox 
Thur vs. Rays at Indians vs. Tigers at White Sox 
Fri vs. Jays vs. Tigers vs. D-Backs vs. Mariners 
Sat vs. Jays vs. Tigers vs. D-Backs vs. Mariners 
Sun vs. Jays vs. Tigers vs. D-Backs vs. Mariners 
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Colorado Rockies: Jonathan Lucroy and Bud Black talk about Tyler Anderson’s outing 
By Noah Yingling September 27, 2017 / Purple Row 
 
Colorado Rockies catcher Jonathan Lucroy and Rockies manager Bud Black spoke to the media after their 6-0 win 
against the Miami Marlins on Tuesday night, including our own Kevin Henry. 
 
Jonathan Lucroy spoke to the media after Tuesday’s win. Here is some of what he had to say about working with Rockies 
starter Tyler Anderson for the win. 
 
“We had a really good game plan going into tonight. He does a lot of preparation which makes my job a lot easier and we 
reaped the benefits of it tonight. He went out and executed [and] kept their big guys off balance, limited the walks, and just 
made good pitches. We had some double play balls that got us out of some innings…” 
 
He has also seen a lot of progression from Anderson since he returned from the disabled list. 
 
“The first time I caught him was a couple of weeks ago but he progressively gotten better and better. He’s a lot of fun to 
catch…He has his deceptive little leg kick stuff he does. Any time you have that out there and you have a guy who knows 
how to actually pitch…it’s tough for hitters to square up stuff like that, it really is”. 
 
Bud Black also spoke about the performance from Anderson and him working with Lucroy. 
 
“[The game was] well-executed all the way through. I thought that [Anderson and Lucroy] did a really nice job…[The] pitch 
execution [was there] throughout the evening [and] that’s how you do it. It’s really nice to see when it happens. When it’s 
successful, it really gives you a good feeling…[especially against] that lineup? That’s pretty good. 
 
Anderson and Lucroy 
 
Lucroy has caught each of Anderson’s four appearances and all of his 22 2/3 innings pitched since returning from the 
disabled list. In that span, he has allowed three earned runs, only 13 hits (for a .173 batting average), and three walks. 
 
Obviously, Anderson was injured in the first part of the season but before his return from the disabled list, he had an ERA 
of 6.11 and an opponent batting average of .298. 
 
Final Thoughts 
 
It obviously helps that Tyler Anderson is healthy for the Rockies in the stretch run but I think that it is hard to deny that 
Jonathan Lucroy has been a factor in Anderson pitching very well since his return. In three of the four outings, he has not 
given up a run. 
 
His ERA has also dropped from 6.11 to 4.81 since his return. His recent performance, should the Rockies hang on to the 
second wild card and win the Wild Card Game, should pose well for the Rockies in the NLDS. 
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Colorado Rockies history: Rocktober streak (part 9) 
By Noah Yingling – September 27, 2017 / Purple Row 
 
We continue with our Rocktober series by commemorating the 10th win in the streak. The Rockies would enter the game 
just one game back of the San Diego Padres for second place in the National League West and, more importantly, the 
National League Wild Card spot. Entering September 16, 2007 (the day of the first win of the streak), the Rockies were in 
fourth place and three back of the Los Angeles Dodgers for third place and 4.5 games back of the Padres for second 
place and the Wild Card spot. 
 
On September 26, 2007, the Rockies would face the Los Angeles Dodgers in the sixth of seven games in which the 
Rockies would beat the Dodgers during the 11-win Rocktober streak. For the game, here’s what the Rockies lineup would 
look like. 
 
Kazuo Matsui, 2B 
Troy Tulowitzki, SS 
Matt Holliday, LF 
Todd Helton, 1B 
Garrett Atkins, 3B 
Brad Hawpe, RF 
Ryan Spilborghs, CF 
Yorvit Torrealba, C 
Josh Fogg, SP 
 
The Dodgers lineup would look like this. 
 
 
Juan Pierre, CF 
Chin-lung Hu, SS 
Delwyn Young, LF 
James Loney, 1B 
Andy LaRoche, 3B 
Andre Ethier, RF 
Chad Moeller, C 
Wilson Valdez, 2B 
Derek Lowe, SP 
Play Video 
 
A Recap of the Game 
 
In a very un-Colorado Rockies like game, it was a pitchers duel for the whole game. The Rockies only scored twice in the 
third inning on RBI singles by Kazuo Matsui and Matt Holliday. 
 
Josh Fogg went 6 2/3 innings for the Rockies only allowing five hits, zero runs, and three walks while striking out five. 
Jeremy Affeldt, Brian Fuentes, and Manny Corpas combined for 2 1/3 innings of work and they allowed three hits but they 
did not walk anybody or allow a run. 
 
Derek Lowe went seven innings allowing five hits and two runs. Jonathan Broxton and Takashi Saito combined for two 
scoreless innings in which they only allowed one base runner (on a walk). 
 
Fogg would improve to 10-9 on the season and Manny Corpas would record his 18th save. Derek Lowe would drop to 12-
14 (even though his season ERA was only 3.88). 
 
The Final Installation of the Streak 
 
Check back here tomorrow for the tenth and final part of the Rocktober streak series. To vote for the top 32 moments in 
Colorado Rockies franchise history (in which the Rocktober streak is a part of), check out our Twitter page, @RoxPileFS. 
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Colorado Rockies: a conversation with Jonathan Lucroy 
By Noah Yingling – September 27, 2017 / Purple Row 
 
Colorado Rockies catcher Jonathan Lucroy spoke to the media before yesterday’s game with the Miami Marlins. 
He spoke about an assortment of things. 
 
Jonathan Lucroy joined the Rockies after being traded to Denver just before the trade deadline this season. After a down 
season in a Texas Rangers uniform, he has played much better in a Rockies uniform and offensively, in particular. In a 
Rangers uniform this season, he had an OPS+ of 65 in 77 games (100 is league average). In 41 games with the Rockies 
(entering Tuesday), he has an OPS+ of 106. 
 
Part of the reason that the Rockies acquired him was because Tony Wolters and Ryan Hanigan were struggling both 
offensively and defensively. Another reason was his veteran leadership and playoff experience. Before yesterday’s game 
against the Miami Marlins, Lucroy spoke with the media and our own Kevin Henry asked him about being a veteran leader 
and a player who has experienced the postseason, unlike many of the Rockies current on the roster. 
 
You know, [you have to] keep things simple…and try not to let these guys get too worked up and too fired up. You’ve 
gotta keep them grounded and keep them locked in from that standpoint. It’s like anything else. Human emotions [can] 
take over when you go out there and you try to do too much and get overly excited. 
 
Guys who haven’t been there before don’t understand it. You know, it’s a special time. It’s a lot of fun…Hopefully, all of us 
will take advantage of the moment and situations and play to our ability and if we do that, I think that we’ll be putting 
ourselves in a good spot. 
 
Playoff Experience 
 
He played in the 2011 postseason when he was still with the Milwaukee Brewers. He only hit .200 in the NLDS in 2011 
but he played well in the NLCS when he went 5-for-17 (.294 batting average) with a home run and two RBI. 
 
He also played in the postseason in 2016 with the Rangers but he only went 1-for-12 in the NLDS as the Rangers were 
swept by the Toronto Blue Jays. 
 
Lucroy and the Rockies hope that they can prove themselves in the playoffs this October as they currently have a 1 1/2 
game lead on the Milwaukee Brewers with five games to play. 
 


