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Padres roster review: Wil 
Myers 

Jeff Sanders  

Sizing up the Padres’ 40-man roster, from A to Z, heading into the 2018 season. 

WIL MYERS 

• Position: First base 
• 2018 Opening Day age: 27 
• Bats/throws: R/R 
• Height/weight: 6-foot-3 / 205 pounds 
• Acquired: From the Rays in a December 2014 trade 
• Contract status: Including his signing bonus, Myers will make $7.5 million in 2018; 

he’s owed $80 million through 2022 
• Key stats: .243 avg., .328 OBP, .464 SLG, 30 HRs, 74 RBIs, 80 runs, 20 steals, 70 BBs, 

180 Ks (155 games, 649 plate appearances) 

STAT TO NOTE 

• .188 – Myers’ batting average over 207 plate appearances from July 1 to Aug. 30. In that 
span, Myers piled up 53 of his 180 strikeouts, second-most in the NL. 

TRENDING 

• Idle – Myers’ 2017 season started with signing a six-year, $83 million extension, the 
richest contract ever doled out in Padres history and his reward for representing the 
organization in the All-Star Game in a breakthrough 2016 campaign. Of course, Myers 
did most of his heavy lifting before the All-Star break – .873 OPS vs. .697 – and he again 
slumped in long stretches in 2017 after a fast start (.918 OPS in in April). Myers’ batting 
average dropped from .310 in April to .214 in May and even lower in July (.194) and 
August (.181). Myers hit six homers over the final month of the season to give him the 
Padres’ first 30-homer campaign since Chase Headleyhit 31 in 2012. The 30 home runs 
were also a career-high and offered Myers both a sense of accomplishment and a desire to 
end long cold streaks that have haunted him his only two full healthy seasons. “If I had a 
better mental state I would have played better this year instead of letting my failures in 
the batter’s box really control how my day was going,” Myers told the Union-Tribune in 
September. “I haven’t figured out how to handle my failures at the at the big league level. 
This offseason, I want to go back, figure out how to get in the right state of mind 
regardless of what’s going on around me and stay more consistent through the year.” 
Toward that end, Myers said he planned on seeing how a sports psychologist could help 
him get in better states of minds sooner when slumps strike in 2018. Solving that could 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tampa-bay-rays-ORSPT000221-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-all-star-game-EVSPR000174-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-wil-myers-career-high-homers-20170924-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-wil-myers-career-high-homers-20170924-story.html
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also help Myers stay in the game mentally on the field as his defensive runs at first base 
slipped from eight in 2016 to one in 2017, according to fangraphs.com. 

2018 OUTLOOK 

• Myers’ long-term contract will keep him in the middle of San Diego’s order so long as he 
remains in a Padres uniform. He could, however, move back to the outfield if the Padres 
sign free agent first baseman Eric Hosmer. Either way, Myers’ task in 2018 is rather 
straight forward: Put together his first full/healthy/complete season as even his last two 
campaigns in San Diego have been marred by extended slumps. 

PADRES POWER RANKINGS 
(Currently 40 players on 40-man roster) 

1. Wil Myers 
2. Brad Hand 
3. Manuel Margot 
4. Austin Hedges 
5. Chase Headley 
6. Freddy Galvis 
7. Dinelson Lamet 
8. Bryan Mitchell 
9. Carlos Asuaje 
10. Franchy Cordero 
11. Travis Jankowski 
12. Alex Dickerson 
13. Carter Capps 
14. Robbie Erlin 
15. Kyle McGrath 
16. Walker Lockett 
17. Colten Brewer 
18. Buddy Baumann 
19. Jose Castillo 
20. Phil Maton 
21. Jordan Lyles 
22. Javier Guerra 
23. Rocky Gale 
24. Miguel Diaz 
25. Allen Cordoba 

Traded away: Jabari Blash 
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No shortage of thump in Padres' lineup 
Addition of Galvis provides club with additional power boost for 2018, 2017 
By Austin Laymance MLB.com 
7:00 AM ET 
 

The Padres have been busy this offseason, and the lineup will have a slightly different look in 
2018. San Diego filled a major need by trading for shortstop Freddy Galvis, and the club also 
brought back third baseman Chase Headley. On the flip side, the Padres parted ways with third 
baseman Ryan Schimpf, infielder Yangervis Solarte and outfielder Jabari Blash. 

MLB.com is taking a look at the projected (lineup/rotation/bullpen) of all 30 teams ahead of 
Spring Training. Here's how the the Padres might stack up: 

LINEUP IF SEASON STARTED TODAY 
Manuel Margot, CF 
Freddy Galvis, SS 
Wil Myers, 1B 
Hunter Renfroe, RF 
Cory Spangenberg, 3B 
Carlos Asuaje, 2B 
Jose Pirela, LF 
Austin Hedges, C 

STRENGTH 
The Padres set a club record with 189 home runs in 2017, meaning there is no shortage of 
power with this lineup. San Diego will look to build on those power numbers in '18, as Margot, 
Hedges, Renfroe and Asuaje enter their second season in the big leagues. Myers remains the 
anchor in the middle, and he's the key to the Padres' success moving forward. Myers hit 30 
homers last season, and he's since added 10 pounds of muscle and says he's ready to take the 
next step as a leader and ballplayer. 

QUESTION MARK 
Can new hitting coach Matt Stairs help fix San Diego's on-base woes? That's the biggest 
question facing this lineup right now. The Padres finished last in the Major Leagues in on-base 
percentage in each of the last two seasons. In 2017, they did so by a whopping 10 percentage 
points. The Padres hired Stairs as hitting coach in October. Stairs helped the young-and-free-
swinging Phillies improve their on-base percentage by 10 points last year. His philosophy 
revolves around the ways patience can create opportunities to do damage. If Stairs imparts that 
wisdom on San Diego's hitters, they'll be better off. 

WHAT MIGHT CHANGE 
The Padres could make a major addition to their lineup if they are able to sign coveted free 
agent Eric Hosmer. Of course, landing Hosmer would be a luxury and not a necessity, as Myers 
already mans first base and has the largest contract in franchise history. Signing Hosmer would 
also require a serious financial commitment. If the Padres decide to go a different route, they 
could pursue an alternative left-handed bat to help improve the lineup. They traded Solarte last 
week, and they could still move another infielder if they are presented with a fair offer. Headley 
is the most likely trade candidate. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/452104/chase-headley
http://m.mlb.com/player/572114/ryan-schimpf
http://m.mlb.com/player/500208/yangervis-solarte
http://m.mlb.com/player/518466/jabari-blash
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/517369/jose-pirela
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
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Padres Trade Fan Favorite Solarte 
Effervescent IF is headed to Toronto for minor leaguers 

By Derek Togerson 

Published at 5:22 PM PST on Jan 6, 2018 

Yangervis Solarte is a pretty darn good professional baseball player. But didn’t win 

over a legion of fans in San Diego for his production; did that because he’s the guy 

we all wanted to watch play. 

He treated each night like he was a 30-year-old playing a kid’s game, which is exactly 

what he is. Yangervis plays with the passion and enthusiasm that reminds us that 

sure, these guys get paid exorbitant amounts of money to be professional athletes, 

but not all of them treat it like a business. 

Plus as the Padres have added more and more players from Latin America the 

Venezuelan-born Solarte was a resource for the young Spanish speakers, a guy to 

look to and learn how to be handle life in the Big Leagues. 

For those reasons (and more) Solarte is going to be sorely missed. On Saturday the 

Padres traded their switch-hitting clubhouse leader to the Blue Jays for a pair of minor 

leaguers. In 2017 Solarte, who is usually used at 2nd and 3rd base, started at all four 

infield positions, hitting 18 home runs with a .730 OPS. 

The move does not mean for sure that the recently re-acquired Chase Headley will be 

the Padres starting 3rd baseman in 2018. The Friars are still open to dealing him 

before the season starts. 

Coming to San Diego are 21-year-old outfielder Edward Olivares and 24-year-old 

right-handed pitcher Jared Carkuff. Olivares played at two levels of Single-A last year, 

hitting .269 with 17 home runs and 93 runs scored. Carkuff was a bit of a surprise in 

the Blue Jays system. A 35th-round draft pick in 2016 out of Austin Peay, Carkuff 

started the year in short-season A-ball in Vancouver and advanced all the way to 

Triple-A Buffalo, finishing with a 3.86 ERA in 34 relief appearances. 
 

 

https://www.nbcsandiego.com/results/?keywords=%22Derek+Togerson%22&byline=y&sort=date

