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Padres rookie Joey 
Lucchesi's churve is turning 
heads, making heads shake 
Kevin Acee 

  

The pitching scientist created the pitch at a community college in the Bay Area and 
refined it at a four-year college hard against Missouri’s border with Illinois. 

“I have a lot of time on my hands,” Joey Lucchesi said. 

At Chabot College, it was a circle change that didn’t move a whole lot. That’s what he 
called it — a change-up — because that’s how he holds it, his index finger and thumb 
in a circle across the horseshoe portion of the stitching. 

He tinkered with it at Southeast Missouri State. It began to have a more defined 
break. 

“I started messing around with it more and figuring out different grips and wrist 
actions,” he said. “I was like, ‘Whoa! Look at this.’ I kept figuring out ‘If I throw it like 
this, it will move like this to righties, and if I do like this, it will move this way to 
lefties.’ ” 

He still called it his change-up, though people would tell him, “That doesn’t move like 
a change-up.” 

It moved well enough that he finally got drafted in the fourth round after his senior 
season. 

The pitch got its current name last spring in Lake Elsinore when fellow Storm lefty 
Eric Lauer said, “What the hell are you throwing?” 

They eventually came to an agreement. 

“We called it the churve,” Lucchesi said. 

Simple enough. And just complex enough. 

What is it? 

“It’s a change-up slider, basically,” said Padres catcher Austin Hedges. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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“It’s a change-up,” pitching coach Darren Balsley said. “It’s a different-looking pitch 
than your generic change-up. There are all kinds of different change-ups.” 

With a change-up grip and an over-the-top, football-pass delivery that resembles a 
change-up, the left-handed Lucchesi can locate the pitch with uncanny precision as he 
pronates his wrist in a way that makes the pitch move as much horizontally as 
vertically, cutting away from left-handed batters and going down and in to righties. It 
is slightly slower than his actual curve and a few ticks faster than a change-up would 
be expected. 

Its effectiveness largely lies in the fact that is not what a pitch usually does, and major 
league hitters are pretty good at (and reliant on) knowing what pitches are going to 
do. 

And so from its humble origins, the churve is now the sensation that’s frustrating the 
nation — or at least the National League hitters who have seen it. 

“It has so many guys confused,” Eric Hosmer said. “The scoreboard says curveball. 
The guys are coming back saying, ‘I don’t think that’s a curveball, it’s a change.’ Then 
you go slow it down on video, and you can see it’s a change, but the action is like a 
curveball. I think it’s got everybody in the league a little rattled.” 

Hosmer now calls the days Lucchesi pitches — such as Sunday against 
the Diamondbacks— “Churve Day.” 

Lucchesi is 2-0, and his 1.66 ERA and 25 strikeouts in 212/3 innings are tops among 
rookies. 

It is Hosmer who is standing on first base when the rare batter who has faced 
Lucchesi makes it aboard and comments on the pitch. Hosmer was among the first to 
become fascinated by the pitch in spring training, recalling texting his brother to tell 
him about the rookie and on the second day of the season showing Lucchesi a text 
from Mike Hosmer that said, “I can’t wait to see that churve.” 

The beauty of this pitch, as far as the Padres are concerned, is that few in the batter’s 
box are seeing it very well so far. 

Lucchesi ranks 16th in the majors with a 29.8 percent strikeout rate and 12th in the 
majors with 14 percent of his strikes coming on swings and misses. 

Lucchesi loves the science of pitching, and he simply loves pitching. 

It makes him extremely happy that the churve makes so many people feel a certain 
kind of way — baffled and/or bemused depending on their point of view. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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Two of the most-cited pitch-type charts differ on what he’s throwing — FanGraphs 
identifying his mix through four major league starts as 61 percent fastballs, 35 
percent change-ups and four percent curves while PitchF/X says it’s 61 percent 
fastballs and 39 percent change-ups. 

Neither is wrong, really, though FanGraphs is closer, to hear Lucchesi tell how often 
he throws an actual curve. 

Announcers on radio and TV have frequently misidentified and often simply gone the 
safe route and called it “offspeed” or “breaking ball.” 

It’s basically a guessing game on ballpark scoreboards. Curve, change-up, whatever. 

Most notably, a good number of hitters have had no idea what that thing is. 

Lucchesi really loves that. 

He’s pretty protective of the churve. 

When he heard one Giants hitter had commented his signature pitch had deceptive 
spin but didn’t move that much, he was offended. 

“I’m like, ‘Yeah, it’s moving dude. You can’t say that,’ ” said Lucchesi, who struck out 
nine Giants in six innings last Sunday. “I think it moves a lot.” 

Regardless, there is little doubt hitters will begin able to discern the break of 
Lucchesi’s offerings. 

And then this pitching scientist will have to refine his consorting of the churve and 
curve and well-placed fastballs. 

It was an encouraging sign that he was better against the Rockies on April 10 than he 
had been against them five days earlier. But every Churve Day going forward is a test 
of the ability to continue to adjust. 

“It’s always going to be an effective pitch,” said Chase Headley, who played first base 
Sunday against the Giants. “It’s going to lose a little bit of its effectiveness once guys 
know what it does, once it’s coming out of his hand and guys aren’t like, ‘Hey, what is 
that?’ 

“Right now, you just don’t know what it’s going to do. Once you get in the box three or 
four times … guys are going to make adjustments. That’s what he’ll have to do. That’s 
the major leagues. You make adjustments.” 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
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Padres revert to chasing 
ways, lose to Diamondbacks 
Kevin Acee  

  

If only a few more Padres hitters were like Christian Villanueva. 

“I’m just being more patient at the plate,” the rookie third baseman said before Saturday’s game 
against the Diamondbacks. “Just trying to wait for my pitch and not chase bad pitches.” 

Or like Franchy Cordero. 

“I’m trying to swing at pitches in the zone and trying to leave the pitches out of the zone exactly 
where they are, which is out of the zone,” the rookie outfielder said before Friday’s game here. 

Sounds simple enough. 

It’s just not that easy, as the Padres continued to show in a 6-2 loss Saturday night. 

Against another starting pitcher whose offspeed offerings rarely cross the plate, the Padres 
swatted at pitches in the dirt too often, as Zack Godley struck out eight in 5 1/3 innings. 

“Godley can be tough with the breaking balls,” Padres manager Andy Green said. “We chased 
that a number of times.” 

The Padres, who did send a number of balls to the warning track, never even threatened to score 
after Arizona manager Torey Lovullo went to his bullpen, which has the majors’ lowest 
cumulative ERA. 

With 10 total strikeouts, the Padres moved into a tie with Baltimore for the major league lead 
with 221. 

They have struck out an average of 8.6 times in their eight victories and 10.9 times in their 14 
losses. 

The Diamondbacks chased Padres starter Clayton Richard after his 95th pitch was ball four 
to Chris Owings leading off the sixth inning. 

Richard left with the Padres down 3-2, having allowed two runs on three hits in the second 
inning and a A.J. Pollock’s solo homer in the third. 

After Adam Cimber came in and got the first out on a pop-up, catcher Austin Hedges threw out 
Owings trying to steal second. But three straight hard singles brought in another run. (Hedges 
would notch another caught stealing in the seventh.) 

The Diamondbacks reached the final margin with two runs off Jordan Lyles in the seventh. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/christian-villanueva-PESPTF00097-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-richard-PESPT000010364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chris-owings-PESPT0015452-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
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The Padres had at least a hit in each of the first four innings, but after Cordero’s two-out double 
in the first inning drove in Jose Pirela and Villanueva, who had both singled, the Padres went 0-
for-6 with runners on the rest of the way against Godley. 

The night before, they had put together a rare string of timely hits – and simply put balls in play 
with men on base – to score three runs in the ninth inning and beat the Diamondback 4-1. 

It’s something manager Green and his staff have practically implanted on their hitters’ eyelids – 
selectivity, stubbornness, contact. 

Speaking specifically of a Villanueva single in the ninth inning that gave the Padres a 2-1 lead on 
Friday, Green said, “All he had to do was put it in play. That’s what we’ve been waiting for all 
year – that big hit that puts us ahead late in the ballgame.” 

Saturday, the Padres would get three hits in the final five innings – singles by Cordero, Chase 
Headley and Freddy Galvis. 

They are 1-11 when trailing after six innings, 0-11 when trailing after seven. Saturday was the 
first time in seven such games they lost after scoring first. 

Meanwhile, Villanueva and Cordero continued renaissances of selectivity that were until 
recently almost unimaginable. 

Even not putting together the entirety of excellent at-bats he has of late, chasing early in counts, 
Villanueva was 2-for-4 to extend his hitting streak to eight games. He is 13-for-22 with three 
homers and five walks (.591/.645/.1.000) in those games. 

In his eight games that preceded the streak, Villanueva was 1-for-22 and did not walk. Basically, 
he was swinging when the pitcher let go of the ball. 

After his first-inning double, Cordero walked in the third inning, singled in the sixth and 
grounded out in the ninth. 

A notoriously free swinger who has struck out 13 times, he didn’t whiff Saturday and has seven 
hits in his past 25 at-bats, plus his only two walks. He is seeing an average of almost one more 
pitch per plate appearance his past 22 times up than he did in his first 16 plate appearances. 

If the two rookies can do it, maybe everyone eventually can. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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Young Tirso Ornelas 
starting strong in Fort 
Wayne 
Jeff Sanders  

The Cubans that the Padres picked up during their spending spree in the 2016-2017 
international class have made headlines early in their stay in the system. The local boy from 
Tijuana, Mexico, isn’t doing too bad for himself, either. 

Outfielder Tirso Ornelas hit his second home run and drove in three runs on three hits in low 
Single-A Fort Wayne’s 8-2 win over visiting Dayton on Saturday. 

The 18-year-old Ornelas also walked in the game, lifting his batting line to .298/.400/.447 in his 
first taste of full-season ball. He has one double, eight RBIs and nearly as many walks (8) as 
strikeouts (12). 

Ornelas is coming off a pro debut in the rookie-level Arizona League, where he paired a 
.276/.399/.408 batting line with three homers and 26 RBIs over 53 games after signing for $1.5 
million as a 16-year-old prodigy with the Mexico City Red Devils’ youth academy. 

He has since climbed to No. 14 among Padres prospects, according to MLB.com’s assessment of 
the system. 

From that scouting report: 

“Listed at 6-foot-4, 180 pounds, Ornelas shows the makings of becoming an impact player with 
his size, athleticism and array of tools. He's an advanced hitter with a fluid but explosive left-
handed swing that produces line-to-line contact and big raw power. It could translate to 
above-average game power for Ornelas as he grows into his projectable frame and learns to 
hit the ball in the air more consistently. His patient approach, ability to recognize pitches and 
willingness to take a walk stand out for his age, and evaluators expect Ornelas to trim some of 
the swing-and-miss from his game as he gains experience.” 

Second baseman Esteury Ruiz (.260) also hit his second homer and drove in two runs on three 
hits and center fielder Jeisson Rosario (.310) went 2-for-4 with an RBI, a walk and three runs 
scores. Rosario and Ruiz also both stole two bases. 

Left-hander Osvaldo Hernandez (1-2, 4.73) struck out six and allowed a run on five hits and a 
walk in five innings for the win. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_21_dayafx_ftwafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_21_dayafx_ftwafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-20161010-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-20161010-story.html
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TRIPLE-A EL PASO (12-5) 

• Chihuahuas 13, Las Vegas 4: RHP Walker Lockett (1-1, 4.09) hit his first career homer 
and struck out eight over six innings in the win. Lockett allowed three runs – one earned 
– on four hits and four walks. RF Franmil Reyes (.279) hit his fourth homer and 
SS Javy Guerra (.276) went 2-for-5 with a double, three RBIs and three runs scored. 
2B Luis Urias (.250) went 2-for-5 with a walk, two RBIs and a run scored. C Raffy 
Lopez (.277) went 3-for-4 with a walk and two runs scored. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (9-6) 

• Missions 11, Midland 8: C Austin Allen (.357) hi his fifth homer, 3B Kyle 
Overstreet (.278) hit his second and 2B Peter Van Gansen (.235) and LF Rod 
Boykin (.262) both hit their first. SS Fernando Tatis Jr. (.197) went 1-for-5 with an 
RBI double and 1B Josh Naylor (.379) went 1-for-6 with a double. RHP Jesse 
Scholtens (2-1, 2.65) struck out seven and allowed three runs on four hits and three 
walks in five innings. 

HIGH SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (7-10) 

• Rancho Cucamonga 10, Storm 5: LF Buddy Reed (.397) went 1-for-5 with an RBI and a 
run scored in his return from an oblique injury and 3B Hudson Potts (.344) went 4-for-
5 with two doubles, his third homer and two RBIs. C Marcus Greene Jr. (.207) hit his 
first homer. RHP Ronald Bolanos (7.59) allowed four runs on five hits and two walks in 
five innings in the start. 

Transactions 

• RHP Luis Perdomo and LHP Tyler Webb were optioned from San Diego to El Paso. 
To make room, LHP Dillon Overton was sent to extended spring training and 
RHP Eric Yardley was transferred to San Antonio. 

 
  

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_21_elpaaa_lvgaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/javier-guerra-PESPT0015274-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_21_sanaax_mroaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_21_lesafa_rcqafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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Padres notes: Richard not 
sharp; Pirela preps for 
second; Cordero old school 
Kevin Acee  

  

Clayton Richard had his longest outing and allowed his fewest runs since the season opener. 

Problem was, he walked the only batter he faced in the sixth inning and took the loss in what 
would end up a 6-2 Diamondbacks victory. 

 “I threw the ball all right, I guess, which usually isn’t quite good enough,” Richard said. 

Richard allowed three runs on five hits in his five innings. A solo home run by A.J. Pollock in the 
third inning that proved to be the game-winner came on a slider Richard left over the plate. 

“There was definitely some things to like,” manager Andy Green said. “It’s still not the pinpoint 
command we’ve seen at times in the past.” 

It was on Richard’s 95th-and-final offering Saturday that he issued his third walk. It was the 
fourth straight game he walked three in five innings after walking one and allowing six hits and a 
run in seven innings on opening day. 

Richard got through six twice, into the seventh once and pitched eight innings once in his first 
five starts in 2017, a season in which he finished with 197 1/3 innings, most on the Padres and 
sixth in the National League. 

He also was third in the major leagues with a groundball rate of 59.2 percent last year, a mark 
that is down to 21st at 50.6 percent. Where 35 percent of balls struck against Richard last year 
were considered hard contact, it is 43.5 percent this season. 

None of that is terrible, just not where a starter who eats innings as one of his strengths must be. 

“It’s not to the level at which I need to be,” said Richard, whose strike rate is down from 65 
percent last season to 61 percent. “We’re making small adjustment to get there. It’s a work in 
progress. Sooner rather than later we’ll get it there.” 

Back to the plan 
Jose Pirela, who started in left field, took ground balls prior to Saturday’s game in anticipation of 
his starting at second base Sunday against Diamondbacks left-hander Patrick Corbin. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-richard-PESPT000010364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html


  

 10 

That was always the plan, to give left-handed hitting Carlos Asuaje days off against tough lefties. 
Asuaje was 2-for4 on Saturday, both hits coming against right-hander Zack Godley, and is 
batting .265/.333/.388 against righties and .138/.242/.172 against lefties. 

The Padres have been unable to rest Asuaje outside one start due to the injuries in the outfield. 

Catching up 
Matt Strahm and Colin Rea were with the team the past two days, both of the rehabbing pitchers 
throwing a bullpen with Green and pitching coach Darren Balsley watching. 

“It’s great to see (those two) throw a bullpen and realize both those guys are going to help us, 
hopefully sooner rather than later,” Green said. 

Rea, who is working out at the team’s complex in Peoria, hasn’t even thrown a live batting 
practice since injuring his lat in his first spring training outing. Green said Rea is likely at least a 
month away from being a possibility to call up. 

Strahm, coming back from patellar tendon surgery last summer, is much closer to the majors. 
The lefty is being stretched out in Double-A San Antonio. Alternating starting and relieving, he 
has struck out 13 in 7 1/3 innings and went three scoreless innings in his last outing. 

“His arm is alive,” Green said. “What role we choose to bring him back in will be predicated on 
what happens in the rotation and what we have in the bullpen.” 

Franchy all business 
Andy Green was incredulous – both after the game and still discussing it the next day – that 
Franchy Cordero’s home run off the side of the scoreboard high above center field on Friday 
night was measured at just 489 feet. 

“I don’t know how they said that ball wasn’t 500 feet,” Green said before launching into a 
defense of is argument that included some physics. 

Still, it was the longest home run by a Padres player and 10th-longest by any major leaguer since 
Statcast was introduced in 2015. 

Considering the magnitude, the 23-year-old Cordero’s relatively quick pause to admire the blast, 
was remarkably reserved. 

He watched briefly before beginning a trot around the bases. He certainly took off before the ball 
had completed its flight, which took 6.2 seconds from bat to board. 

“I don’t ever want any teammate to get hurt because of what I do at home plate,” Cordero said. 
“So I just put my head down and run.” 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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Hunter Renfroe goes on 
disabled list for Padres 
Kevin Acee 

  

Hunter Renfroe has been unable to throw in from right field without hitting a cutoff man for 
about a week. And he’s hardly been able to do that without shooting pain. 

The night he made an error in right field against the Dodgers, Renfroe had spent three hours 
that afternoon getting an MRI on his right arm. 

The next night, Tuesday, when he struck out four times, including leaving the bases loaded in 
the 10th inning, he had received a cortisone shot just to be able to play. 

On Saturday, Renfroe was placed on the disabled list with right elbow inflammation, the latest in 
the line of outfielders to be shelved due to injury this season. 

“He’s been playing with one arm … trying to hold it together because we’ve been so thin out 
there,” manager Andy Green said. “He’s had at-bats where he’s swinging with one hand. He did 
everything he could.” 

The somewhat positive offsetting news is that one of the other outfielders, center fielder Manuel 
Margot, was activated off the same list, having been there since April 10 with bruised ribs 
suffered when he was hit by a pitch. 

Wil Myers (arm) was activated off the DL and played Friday. 

Margot was in the lineup, batting leadoff Saturday. 

Margot is hitting .159 with a .245 on-base percentage, but he had a hit in each of the three games 
preceding his DL stint and had hit a few other balls hard. 

“The last few games … I was feeling pretty good,” Margot said through an interpreter. “The hits 
weren’t showing up, but I was getting good swings on the ball. I think that will bring good 
things.” 

Myers, after playing three straight rehab games at Single-A Elsinore leading up to Friday, was 
given the night off. The expectation is he will play the remaining four games of the road trip 
before Thursday’s off day. 

“He feels good,” Green said. “But we had decided this coming back from the rehab.” 

Franchy Cordero started in right field. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
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Money Shot: Franchy Cordero puts 

pitchers on notice after hitting the longest 

home run of the season 
By Fabian Ardaya  

 

As soon as the ball shot off the barrel of Franchy Cordero’s bat, Diamondbacks right-

hander Matt Koch sheepishly looked down, admitting defeat. Had he kept his head up, he 

would have seen the ball skyrocket and sail to the top of Chase Field's scoreboard in center 

field. 

 Cordero’s fourth-inning blast put the Padres on the board in an eventual 4-1 victory over 

Arizona on Friday night, and was still the talk of the clubhouse a day later. Statcast, Major 

League Baseball’s metric-tracking system which began recording data in 2015, had never 

recorded a deeper home run by a Padres player, or by a visiting player in the confines of a 

hitter-friendly Chase Field.  

 Even the newly-installed humidor in the ballpark couldn’t stop the record-shattering swat, 

which had a 116.3 mph exit velocity and traveled 489 feet, needing just 6.2 seconds to go 

from the bat’s wood to the metal protecting the right side of the scoreboard. Noted 

mathematician and San Diego manager Andy Green argued that the ball could’ve traveled 

even further. 

 “That was 500 (feet),” Green quipped. “There is no way that ball wasn’t 90 feet over the 

fence…It hit like 60 feet above it, so you’re saying it’s like coming down in the next 90 

feet? I don’t know physics, I don’t have the measurements, but I don’t buy it.” 

 Several hours after the game, Cordero’s long ball remained a talking point throughout a 

still awe-struck Padres’ clubhouse. As hitting coach Matt Stairs, who hit 265 home runs in 

his career, walked in, he found Cordero sitting among a cluster of players and called him 

out from across the room. 

 “That home run you hit?” Stairs said. “Holy fucking shit. [It] took off further than a jet.” 

 “In person, that was probably the furthest ball I’ve ever seen hit,” added second baseman 

Carlos Asuaje. 

 “I’ve never seen a home run like that,” third baseman Christian Villanueva said in 

Spanish. “It was the first time, something incredible.” 

 Padres bench coach Mark McGwire’s power as a slugger was largely unmatched. The 

former A’s and Cardinals first baseman hit 583 homers in the majors, including a record 

70 in 1998, often turning the most cavernous ballparks into bandboxes. McGwire launched 

https://theathletic.com/author/fabian-ardaya/
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three home runs at Chase Field in his career, then known as Bank One Ballpark, but even 

those homers didn’t match Cordero’s shot on Friday. 

 “Franchy’s, for sure,” McGwire said when asked which was the bigger blast. “I may have 

hit one further in BP, maybe. But BP doesn’t count.” 

 Cordero has emerged as one of baseball’s most tantalizing players, possessing a collection 

of tools that tease the possibility of superstardom. With his 116.3 mph dinger on Friday, 

the 23-year-old center fielder has now recorded three of the four hardest-hit balls by a 

Padres player since 2015, and is one of just eight players in the last two seasons to have hit 

three or more balls at 115 mph or more. His first at-bat in Saturday’s 6-2 loss against the 

D-backs ended with yet another scorched ball, a two-run double that Statcast tracked at 

107.9 mph, traveling 433 feet.  

 Cordero has also added complementary skills to go with his robust ability to knock the 

ball out of the park. Though he has not logged enough competitive running opportunities 

to crack the 2018 Statcast Sprint Speed leaderboard, his average spring speed of 29.8 ft/sec 

was 15th best in the majors last season. 

 Still, gaffes such as the one he had on Friday, when a bad first step and misread allowed 

D-backs pinch-hitter Christian Walker to get a double and break up Tyson Ross’ no-hitter 

in the eighth inning, gave him the chance to show closing speed and the ability to turn an 

average play into a spectacular one. 

 Cordero’s immense power has left some holes in his swing, leading to a 44.4 percent 

strikeout rate in 99 plate appearances in 2017, and 36.1 percent entering Saturday game. 

Stairs, in his first season with San Diego, has been working with Cordero, limiting the 

slugger’s approach and focusing him on his sweet spot lower in the zone.  

 “He needs to realize, ‘You’re a good low-ball hitter,’ so we should be spitting on those 

balls up in the zone,” Stairs said. “That’s what we’re trying to build in this organization 

now, is building a game plan that a stubborn hitter is going to stay with from day one and 

trusting it. 

 “Franchy’s simple. When he’s not very good, he’s late. Those last games at home, he was 

getting his foot down late. He was getting beat. When he’s on time, he’s very good. It’s 

just getting him back in the strengths of when he does his damage. His eye-hand 

coordination is very good. He doesn’t change his swing to try and hit balls out of the 

ballpark. He has the same path almost every time, and I mean it’s special. He has power 

from the left field line to the right field line.” 

 It’s still a developmental process for a raw talent like Cordero, who has hit .222 with an 

87 OPS+ in just 135 plate appearances in his big-league career entering Saturday’s game, 

where he later finished 2-for-3 with a pair of RBIs and a walk.  

 “He shows flashes,” Green said. “We just want that consistency with him. If he lowers the 

chase, and remains in his zone, he’s going to be as productive as anybody in the National 
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League West. As he continues to grow, the challenge will be to stay out of the dirt, 

because if he does that he can flat-out hit.” 

 “I’m working on refining my approach at the plate,” Cordero said. “It’s something I’ve 

worked on all offseason and during spring training, and it’s a process that’s continued on 

here during the season. Really, it’s just going every single day with the coaches in the cage 

and during BP. The more pitches I get the chance to look at, the better I’m going to be and 

the more I improve.” 

 The ceiling is high, perhaps even higher than Cordero ever anticipated. Sitting back with 

an interpreter in his locker on Friday evening, Cordero shook his head as reporters 

marveled at the distance of his earlier blast. Before one reporter could even finish asking if 

he had ever seen a ball hit further, teammate Eric Hosmer interrupted from the adjoining 

locker. 

 “Nope, I can tell you that right away,” Hosmer said. “I haven’t seen a ball like that.” 

 “Honestly, I’m just happy to be able to go out and execute a swing like that,” Cordero 

added. “I’ve never done anything like that, but yeah, I’m glad the work’s showing up.” 

 In a talented, but unpolished outfield that includes the likes of Manuel Margot, Jose Pirela 

and Hunter Renfroe, there might not be a toolbox fuller than Cordero’s. 

 “I’m excited to see him get hot, because Wil and Hos have exceptional tools, but outside 

of those two guys there’s nobody who’s going to get as hot as Franchy can get,” Green 

said. “He’s got game-changing ability.” 
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Richard scuffles, bats quieted in loss to D-
backs. 21st, 2018 
By Justin Toscano MLB.com 
Apr. 21st, 2018 
 

PHOENIX -- "All right," was the way Clayton Richard described how he pitched on Saturday. 

"Which usually isn't good enough," he immediately added. 

It could have been good enough. He only allowed three earned runs. But what hurt his case is 
that he lasted just five innings in the Padres' 6-2 loss to the D-backs at Chase Field, further 
taxing a bullpen that had logged the third-most frames in the Majors entering the day. 

The Padres' bullpen had pitched 87 2/3 innings before this loss. That's an average of more than 
four per game. 

Add three more to that total. 

"It's something we do not want to happen," Richard said of the bullpen's heavy workload. "You 
don't want to go five innings and be out of there." 

But for Richard, it's been a common issue. Since tossing seven innings of one-run baseball on 
Opening Day, he's gone just five innings in four consecutive starts. 

He lacked command on Saturday. He finished with 95 pitches, 58 of which were strikes. 

He was hit hard most of the night. He gave up an RBI triple to Deven Marrero, before Zack 
Godley, the opposing pitcher, hit a game-tying single that erased an early two-run Padres lead. 
The D-backs took the lead when Richard gave up a solo homer to A.J. Pollock. 

"He hasn't had the pinpoint command," Padres manager Andy Green said. "He's always gotten 
a lot of soft, early contact in at-bats, and that's how he pitches, that's what he pitches for. If he 
gets back to that soft contact, you'll start seeing him go seven, eight, nine innings." 

. 21st, 2018 

Richard issued a leadoff walk in the sixth before Adam Cimber replaced him. The runner 
eventually scored on a Daniel Descalso single off of Cimber. In the seventh, Jordan 
Lyles gave up the first of two earned runs when he threw a mistake pitch that Paul 
Goldschmidt hammered off the batter's eye for a triple. 

Green called Saturday "a blip" for his bullpen. 

"I think we left a pitch out over [the plate] to Descalso that I know we'd like to have back if we 
could've gotten that up and in on him," he said. "Jordan left a pitch out over [the plate]. His 
changeups have had real depth, but today it wasn't as alive as it has been." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/571918/deven-marrero
http://m.mlb.com/player/643327/zack-godley
http://m.mlb.com/player/643327/zack-godley
http://m.mlb.com/player/572041/aj-pollock
http://m.mlb.com/player/643256/adam-cimber
http://m.mlb.com/player/518614/daniel-descalso
http://m.mlb.com/player/543475/jordan-lyles
http://m.mlb.com/player/543475/jordan-lyles
http://m.mlb.com/player/502671/paul-goldschmidt
http://m.mlb.com/player/502671/paul-goldschmidt
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The Padres had a day off Thursday and closer Brad Hand earned the last four outs of Friday 
night's game after Tyson Ross took a no-hitter 7 2/3 innings. Saturday's game won't break the 
bullpen, especially because Kirby Yates is now back from an ankle injury. 

"We've been able to spread it out," Green said. "They've definitely logged a lot of innings, but for 
the most part we've been able to spread it out." That said, an issue could arise if the starting 
pitchers can't find ways to go deeper into games. 

"We're working on it, and we definitely need to get a little more length like Tyson did last night," 
Richard said. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Flashing leather: The game was tied 2-2 in the third inning when Freddy Galvis stepped up to 
the plate with runners on first and second and two outs. He almost gave the Padres a lead, but 
D-backs shortstop Nick Ahmed made a slick backhand and threw out Galvis. The play denied 
the Padres momentum. In the bottom half, Pollock gave the D-backs a lead with a solo home 
run.  

. 21st, 2018 

SOUND SMART 
Franchy Cordero's two-run double had a projected distance of 433 feet, per Statcast™. 
Unfortunately for him, Chase Field's tall center-field wall prevented it from being a three-run 
home run. 

HE SAID IT 
"Unfortunately, gave up a few runs when we had the lead. Really want to lock it down when we 
have a lead like that, keep the momentum going. Was not able to accomplish that. So, really 
changes the complexion of the game not being able to put up a zero in a situation like that." -
- Richard, on not being able to hold the Padres' early 2-0 lead 

UP NEXT 
Joey Lucchesi will face the D-backs in the series finale on Sunday afternoon at 1:10 PT. His 
1.66 ERA is tied for third-lowest all-time for a Padres starter through his first four appearances. 
The Padres will face D-backs starter Patrick Corbin, who took a no-hitter into the eighth inning 
against the Giants earlier this week. 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/605113/nick-ahmed
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/571578/patrick-corbin
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Padres activate Margot; Renfroe (elbow) to DL. 5th, 

2018 
By Justin Toscano MLB.com 
Apr. 21st, 2018 
 

PHOENIX -- The Padres gained an outfielder and lost another, continuing a trend early in this 
season. 

The club reinstated center fielder Manuel Margot from the 10-day disabled list prior to 
Saturday's game against the D-backs, which the Padres lost, 6-2. He suffered bruised ribs when 
he was drilled by a pitch in Colorado on April 10. However, right fielder Hunter Renfroe was 
placed on the 10-day disabled list, retroactive to April 18, with right elbow inflammation. 

 
Margot is scheduled to bat leadoff Saturday at Chase Field. Franchy Cordero, who played in 
center in Margot's absence, is in right field in place of Wil Myers, who returned from the 
disabled list on Friday and is getting the day off to ease back into things. 

"It's good to have Manny back," Padres manager Andy Green said. "I think defense is where he 
solidifies us up the middle in a big way. We were under the belief that he was going to take off 
as well offensively, had some good at-bats before he got hit." 

Margot hit .159 through the first 11 games of the season before suffering the injury. He was 
moved down in the lineup because of early struggles. 

"The hits weren't really showing up, but I was putting good swings on the ball, and I think at this 
level especially, that's what you're trying to do," Margot said through an interpreter before 
Saturday's game. "You're trying to make hard contact and know that will bring good things." 

Margot said he started to feel improvement in his ribs about four days after he was hit by the 
pitch. He began with light activity, then increased the intensity as he went. 

He estimated that he took about 12 at-bats in extended spring training. Green on Friday said 
Margot had felt good, but that the club wanted him to get his timing back before officially 
returning to action. 

Margot returns without trepidation about something like the Colorado incident happening again. 

"Those are things that happen in the game and you can't really think about it too much, because 
you don't want to be out there thinking about that and playing scared or anything like that," he 
said. 

Green said Renfroe, on the other hand, "played with one arm for about a week and a half." He 
said Renfroe did so because the team was so thin in the outfield without two regulars in Myers 
and Margot. 

"He's had at-bats where he's swinging with one hand," Green said. "He gave everything he 
could and this is, for him, the best thing -- to let him rest a bit." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/clayton-richard-scuffles-in-loss-to-d-backs/c-273305530
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
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. 14th, 2018 

Still, the Padres are getting back to full strength.  

"Of course it helps whenever you get all your horses back," hitting coach Matt Stairs said. 
"Obviously you're missing Renfroe or whatever, but to have all your horses in the lineup, it's like, 
'Here we go.' We saw some great things this Spring Training from all of the players." 

Strahm and Rea throw bullpens 

Matt Strahm (knee) and Colin Rea (shoulder) each threw a bullpen in Arizona on Friday, Green 
said. 

"What role we choose to bring [Strahm] back in will be predicated on what we have in the 
rotation and what happens in the bullpen, but he's a guy that could swing either way," Green 
said. "In Colin's case, it's probably over a month away. Hasn't thrown in a game yet, hasn't 
thrown live BP yet. But he looks strong, it's good to see." 

Final thought on Cordero 

After Friday's win, Green seemed sure that Cordero's homer -- pegged at 489 feet 
per Statcast™ -- had to have gone at least 500. 

He jokingly continued his argument Saturday. 

"It was 500. There's no way that ball's not 90 feet over the fence," he said. "Home to first 
distance. Think that cleared home to first over that fence. That hit 60 feet above it. So you're 
telling me it's coming down in the next 90 feet? 

"I don't know physics." 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.mlb.com/player/607067/colin-rea
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
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Godley, Pollock lead D-Backs past Padres 
6-2  
10:30 PM PT 

Associated Press 

 
PHOENIX -- Zack Godley and the bullpen provided the pitching. Godley was also among the players 
who came through with their bats. 
 
Godley settled down after a shaky start to throw 5 1/3 solid innings and single in a run to lead 
the Arizona Diamondbacks to a 6-2 victory over the San Diego Padres on Saturday night. 
 
A.J. Pollock had a solo homer and RBI single for Arizona. Deven Marrerotripled in a run, doubled 
and scored twice, and Paul Goldschmidt had a double and an RBI triple. 
 

"For us to be successful in any facet of the game, especially offensively, it's going to take a whole-
team effort," Goldschmidt said. "It's not going to be one guy that's going to carry this team. Tonight, 
we needed it." 

Seven of the nine starters had at least one hit for Arizona. 

"That's the type of offense we're accustomed to seeing," manager Torey Lovullo said. "Everybody 
contributed." 

The NL West-leading Diamondbacks, losers to the Padres 4-1 on Friday night behind Tyson Ross' 
near no-hitter, will send left-hander Patrick Corbin to the mound Sunday to try to extend their 
franchise record with a seventh consecutive series win to start the season. 
 

"At the end of the day, if we can say we won every series so far this season, it would be a great 
accomplishment," Lovullo said. 

Pitching on his 28th birthday, Godley (3-1) gave up two runs in the first inning and blanked the 
Padres over the next 4 1/3. Andrew Chafin, Fernando Salas and T.J. McFarland held San Diego 
scoreless the rest of the way. 
 

Godley struck out eight and walked one in an outing abbreviated by a high pitch count. But he said 
he felt good throughout. 

"It was just one pitch that I wish I could have back (Franchy Cordero's two-run double)," Godley 
said. "But other than that, I felt good. So it didn't take a whole lot to settle back in because I had a 
good feel for the ball." 
 
San Diego's Clayton Richard (1-2) had similar pitch-count issues. The left-hander went five innings 
plus a batter, allowing three runs on five hits, striking out six and walking three. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34824/zack-godley
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/ari/arizona-diamondbacks
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30699/aj-pollock
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32660/deven-marrero
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31027/paul-goldschmidt
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30099/tyson-ross
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31313/patrick-corbin
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32810/andrew-chafin
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30650/fernando-salas
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32680/tj-mcfarland
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33340/franchy-cordero
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29195/clayton-richard
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"I threw the ball all right I guess," Richard said. "That might be the best way to describe it, but that 
is usually not good enough." 

Jose Pirela and Christian Villanueva singled in the Padres' first. With two outs, Cordero -- who hit a 
489-foot homer the previous night and had trouble with a fly ball that ruined Ross' no-hit bid -- 
doubled off the wall above the 407-foot sign in straightaway center to bring both runners home. 
 
Arizona tied it in the second. Chris Owings singled and scored on Marrero's triple into the right-
center gap. Richard struck out John Ryan Murphy for the second out, but Godley's dribbler up the 
middle brought home Marrero to make it 2-2. 
 

The Diamondbacks grabbed the lead for good with two down in the third when Pollock homered 
just over the fence in right field, his team-leading fifth of the season. 

Arizona tacked on another in the sixth. Owings led off with a walk, ending Richard's night. Side-arm 
reliever Adam Cimber came on and got two quick outs, one when catcher Austin Hedges threw out 
Owings trying to steal. But Marrero, Murphy and pinch hitter Daniel Descalso reeled off consecutive 
singles, the last bringing in a run, and it was 4-2. 
 

Goldschmidt tripled off the center field wall to bring in a run in the seventh and scored on Pollock's 
single. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Padres: Placed OF Hunter Renfroe on the 10-day DL with right elbow inflammation and reinstated 
CF Manuel Margot. Margot was hit by a pitch at Colorado on April 10 and has been out with bruised 
ribs. Margot was the leadoff batter Saturday night. 
 
Diamondbacks: CF Pollock and RF Owings were back in the lineup after missing a game following 
their outfield collision Thursday night. ... 3B Jake Lamb (sprained shoulder) is expected to return 
sometime during the team's road trip next week. ... OF Steven Souza Jr. (strained right pec) is to 
resume throwing Sunday after being shut down for a few days. 
 

ARCHIE'S BOBBLEHEAD 

A crowd of 38,820 attended ultra-popular, heavily-bearded reliever Archie Bradley's bobblehead 
night. The first 20,000 received the doll, which -- complete with sound -- commemorates Bradley's 
unlikely two-run triple in last season's NL wild card game win over Colorado. 
 

UP NEXT 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30817/jose-pirela
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31873/christian-villanueva
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30862/chris-owings
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31477/john-ryan-murphy
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35780/adam-cimber
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32168/austin-hedges
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30475/daniel-descalso
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33205/hunter-renfroe
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33599/manuel-margot
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32742/jake-lamb
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30632/steven-souza-jr
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32518/archie-bradley
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Corbin (3-0, 1.65 ERA), coming off a one-hit shutout of San Francisco, tries to keep the series-
winning streak alive. San Diego will counter with LHP Joey Lucchesi (2-0, 1.66). 
 
  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39876/joey-lucchesi
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Andy’s Address, 4/21 

Andy Addresses Margot, Myers, Richard, 

Strahm, Rea 

By Bill Center 

Wil Myers returned from the disabled list Friday. On Saturday, Padres manager Andy 
Green welcomed Manuel Margot back into the lineup, although he was replaced on the 
disabled list by outfielder Hunter Renfroe(right elbow inflammation). 

Green discussed the improving health of the Padres Saturday afternoon during the pre-game 
media session. 

“It’s good to have Margot back,” said Green. “Defense is where he solidifies us up the middle in a 
big way. We were under the belief that he was getting ready to take off offensively, he was starting 
to have some really good at-bats before he got hit (by the pitch that placed him on the disabled 
list with bruised ribs).” 

“Manny has taken some really positive strides with the bat in his hand. He did some work during 
his time off. We just want to see him get in the box and compete and not worry about anything 
else. It was a question of how many at-bats he needed. He feels great. That’s good news. A lot of 
guys dig back in the box after being hit like that before they can put it out of their mind and start 
competing again. It doesn’t seem like there’s any of that trepidation with Manny. We’re glad he 
feels that way. Just want to make sure his timing is as close to game like as possible.” 

“It’s great to have him back, but tough to lose Hunter. What most people have no idea of is that 
he’s been playing with one arm for about a week and a half, trying to hold it together because 
we’ve been so thin out there. He had some at-bats where he was swinging with one hand. He was 
doing everything he could. For him this is the best choice right now, let him rest.” 

“So we’re still not quite to full strength in the outfield yet . . . the outfield we expected to have 
before the year started. It’s definitely good to get Manny back, though. We’re a couple steps closer 
to full strength, though.” 

Green discussed right-handed reliever Kirby Yates, who has also returned from the disabled 
list. 

“It’s always great to have one of your leverage relievers back,” said Green of Yates. “We checked 
the boxes in his live batting practice. It might have been great to send him out for an inning, but 
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we needed him. Honestly, we needed that fresh arm and needed a guy who can get big outs for us 
in big situations. If it calls for him, we’ll use him. He threw strikes the other day. That was the big 
thing for me to see behind home plate watching his live batting practice. There were strikes and 
life to the split-finger. He’s going to be fine.” 

Green said that although Myers returned Friday, his day off Saturday was part of the plan. 

“We missed Wil’s athleticism as much as anything, his ability to change games on the base paths,” 
said Green. “Obviously, we missed his power. Putting him back in the middle of the order extends 
our lineup quite a bit. Good to have him in there.” 

“But I kind of anticipated giving him a day off. Coming off three straight rehab games. I don’t 
think it’s great for him to play 10 straight coming right off the disabled list. For the most part he 
feels healthy and ready to go.” 

Green discussed Franchy Cordero’s play after he mis-played the first hit off Tyson Ross with 
two out in the eighth Saturday. 

“After the missed catch, Franchy comes back and lays down perfect bunt,” said Green. “He’s got so 
much speed that bunting is a part of his game. We weren’t asking him to do something that was 
altogether foreign to him. He’s bunted a lot. He’s bunted for hits. Despite having the power to hit 
a ball 500 feet, he also has a short game, too.” 

“That’s what makes him so unique, that speed to go along with the power. It was nice to be able to 
see him flush a tough play in the outfield. That was a play that he wanted to make so desperately. 
Short memory is necessary in this game and he showed that last night.” 

Green discussed Saturday night’s starter Clayton Richard along with two rehabbing pitchers 
who threw in Arizona Friday — Matt Strahm (knee surgery) and Colin Rea (2016 “Tommy 
John” surgery). 

“In the division, these guys have an awareness of what Clayton’s trying to do,” said Green. “As he 
executes his pitches, it’s still very tough for them to hit his sinker when it’s down and away. That’s 
always going to be a part of what he does. He’s going to have to explore other parts of the zone 
against divisional teams, though. There are guys who know what to look for, know because 
they’ve seen him enough. Arizona’s is a very dynamic offense with a ton of speed. Clayton 
controlling the running game is going to be a factor as well.” 

“It was great to see Matt Strahm and Colin Rea throw a bullpen yesterday and realize both 
those guys are going to help us, hopefully sooner rather than later. In Strahm’s case, we’re kind of 
giving him extended rehab through this month and stretching him out a little bit. But his arm is 
alive. There’s a lot to like there. What role we choose to bring back in on will kind of be predicated 
on the rotation and what we have in the bullpen. He’s a guy who could swing either way.” 
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“In Colin’s case, he’s probably over a month away. He hasn’t thrown in a game yet or thrown live 
batting practice yet. He looks strong and it’s good to see.” 

With Margot and Myers back, Green discussed both giving Jose Pirela a rest while also talking 
about him playing some second soon against tough left-handed pitchers Pirela finally took some 
grounders at second Saturday. 

“Jose Pirela hasn’t had a day off yet and we just got done with a 17-day straight stretch,” said 
Green. “He could have used a day. But there is no way in the world with Manny out and Wil out 
and other things going on that we could give Jose Pirela a day off. He’s going to play out there a 
lot. For all those guys, there’s enough at-bats out there to keep them fresh and keep them 
moving.” 

“We might do a day in the infield with Pirela. There are a lot of things that we intended to do that 
we couldn’t do because of injuries.” 

Former Padres manager Bud Black used to say “momentum is only as strong as the next day’s 
starting pitcher.” 

Green offer his version of that saying: 

“Momentum doesn’t really matter,” said Green. “Every day is a fresh baseball game. Our 
momentum has been stunted by our starting pitching in a lot of areas. If your starting pitcher is 
giving you two or three innings, it’s tough to carry on momentum. It’s tough for the position 
players to carry on good momentum. It all starts with the starting pitching.” 
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#PadresOnDeck: Big Games for 

Brett Nicholas, Jeisson Rosario 
By Bill Center 

At the age of 29 and with 36 Major League games in his resume, Brett Nicholas is no longer a 
prospect. 

But the catcher-first baseman, who the Padres acquired from the Texas Rangers just before the 
start of the minor league season, is one of the main reasons why Triple-A El Paso is off to an 11–5 
start. 

Nicholas was 2-for-3 for the Chihuahuas Friday night with his fifth home run, a sacrifice fly, a 
walk, five RBIs and two runs scored. Nicholas is now hitting .375. 

Meanwhile, some Padres prospects did have notable games: 

— Center fielder Jeisson Rosario, 18, was 4-for-5 with a walk, a stolen base, a RBI and a run 
scored for Single-A Fort Wayne. The Padres’ 19th-ranked prospect is hitting .289. 

— First baseman Josh Naylor (.404, the Padres’ №16 prospect) and catcher Austin 
Allen (.346, №29) were each 2-for-4 for Double-A San Antonio. Naylor, 20, was the Texas 
League’s Player of the Week last week. 

— Center fielder Edward Olivares, 22, was 2-for-4 with a walk, two RBIs and a run scored for 
Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore. Olivares, the Padres’ №20 prospect, is hitting .311. 

— Catcher Luis Campusano, 19, was 2-for-4 with a walk and a run scored for Fort Wayne. The 
second-round pick in last June’s draft and the No. 24 prospect, is hitting .278. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (11–5): Chihuahuas 11, RENO 3 — RF Franmil Reyes(.291) backed 
Nicholas, going 2-for-4 with his third homer, a sacrifice fly and three RBIs. 3B Dusty 
Coleman (.146) homered in five at-bats. 1B Diego Goris (.341) was 2-for-4 with a double, a 
walk and a RBI. CF Travis Jankowski (.250) was 2-for-4 with a walk, a RBI and a run scored. 
2B Luis Urías (.237) was 1-for-5 with two runs scored. Starting LHP Dillon Overtonwas 
promoted from Double-A San Antonio to make Eric Lauer’s scheduled start and allowed four 
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hits and a walk with three strikeouts in four scoreless innings while also going 2-for-2 with a 
double and two runs scored at the plate. RHP Eric Yardley (1–0, 9.39 earned run average) 
allowed a hit with a strikeout in two scoreless innings and was 1-for-1 with a run scored at the 
plate to get credit for the win. RHP Trey Wingenter (11.81) allowed a hit and two walks with a 
strikeout in a scoreless inning. RHP Michael Mariot (10.13) allowed three runs on four hits and 
two strikeouts in two innings. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (8–6): MIDLAND 3, Missions 2 — Starting LHP Jerry Keel (3.71 
ERA) allowed five hits and a walk with four strikeouts in seven scoreless innings. RHP Erik 
Johnson (0–1, 9.00 ERA) allowed three runs (two earned) on two hits and a walk with two 
strikeouts in an inning to take the loss. 2B River Stevens (.261) backed Naylor and Allen, going 
2-for-4 with a triple. CF Michael Gettys (.200) had a double in three at-bats with a walk and a 
run scored. RF Forrestt Allday (.271) had a double and run scored in five at-bats. LF Rod 
Boykin (.243) was 1-for-4 with a RBI. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (7–9): RANCHO CUCAMONGA 7, Storm 5 —
 LF Taylor Kohlwey (.273) was 2-for-4 with a double, a home run and two runs scored. C Luis 
Torrens (.279) was 2-for-4 with a RBI. SS Ruddy Giron (.196) was 2-for-4 with a triple and a 
run scored. RF Jorge Oña (.216) had a triple in four at-bats. 2B Eguy Rosario (.255) was 1-for-
5 with a run scored. 3B Hudson Potts (.298) was 1-for-3 with a hit-by-pitcher. Starting 
RHP Pedro Avila (3.24 ERA) allowed two runs on six hits and two walks with three strikeouts 
in five innings. RHP Elliot Ashbeck (0.75) allowed two hits with two strikeouts in two scoreless 
innings. RHP Dauris Valdez (0–1, 10.13) allowed five runs (three earned) on five hits in one-
third of an inning to take the loss. RHP Gerardo Reyes (1.17) pitched two-thirds of a perfect 
inning. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (4–11): Dayton 9, TIN CAPS 5 — LF Jack Suwinski(.270) backed 
Jeisson Rosario and Campusano, going 3-for-5 with a run scored. 1B Carlos Belen (.289) was 2-
for-5 with a home run and three RBIs. RF Tre Carter (.220) was 1-for-3 with two walks. Starting 
LHP Tom Cosgrove (9.28 ERA) allowed three runs on four hits and two walks with eight 
strikeouts in 4 1/3 innings. LHP Thomas Radke (3.24) allowed a hit and a walk with three 
strikeouts in 2 2/3 scoreless innings. RHP Henry Henry(20.25) allowed two runs on a hit and 
two walks with a strikeout in two-thirds of an inning. LHP Fred Schlichtholz (1–2, 12.70) 
allowed four runs on three hits and two walks in 1 1/3 innings to take the loss. 
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Series win on the line in Padres, Diamondbacks matchup 
STATSApr 22, 2018 at 10:30a ET 

 

PHOENIX — The Arizona Diamondbacks are not surprised with their strong start 
after a breakout 2017 season in which Torey Lovullo won the National League 
Manager of the Year award. 

With all due respect, they kind of expected it. 

“That’s who we are,” Lovullo said Saturday. 

After making the playoffs for the first time in six seasons last year, the Diamondbacks 
have maintained their competitive excellence through the first month of this season 
despite playing all of it without right fielder Steven Souza Jr. and all but four games 
without 30-homer third baseman Jake Lamb. 

With a 6-2 victory over San Diego on Saturday, Arizona is 14-6 and one game shy of 
the best start in franchise history. Doubling up with a victory Sunday, Arizona would 
be the first team since the 2003 San Francisco Giants to win its first seven series of a 
season. 

The Diamondbacks already have set a franchise record by winning their first six 
series, the first NL team since 2012 to do that. They have led the NL West or been 
tied for the lead every day since beating Colorado in the season opener. 

“I think we are starting to establish that we are a good team,” Lovullo said. “We have 
our own set of expectations each day that we are going to go out and win, and once 
the day is over we are going to accept what happened win or lose and turn the page 
and be ready for tomorrow. 

“With that, we had certain expectations. That we wanted to be ready out of spring 
training. Check that box, see where we were at the end of the first homestand. I don’t 
want to say that we thought this was going to happen, but we feel good about it 
knowing that we were prepared to make something like this happen. We have to 
embrace it and continue to march on.” 

Arizona left-hander Patrick Corbin (3-0) is to face San Diego rookie left-hander Joey 
Lucchesi (2-0) in Sunday’s series finale, a match of two of the most effective left-
handers in the league this season. 

Corbin (1.65) and Lucchesi (1.66) rank sixth and seventh in the NL in ERA, and 
Corbin is second in the league with an 0.70 WHIP and fourth with an average of 
12.18 strikeouts per nine innings. Lucchesi has an 0.97 WHIP. Both have shown 
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exceptional command of the strike zone — Corbin has 37 strikeouts and five walks 
and Lucchesi has 25 strikeouts and four walks. 

Corbin took a no-hitter into the eighth inning of his last start Tuesday against the San 
Francisco Giants, losing it on Brandon Belt‘s two-out, check-swing infield single on a 
grounder toward third base into an over-shift to the other side of the field. Corbin 
finished with a one-hitter and his first career complete game in a 1-0 victory. 

“That was fun,” Corbin said. “I feel like I’d feel the same if I had a no-hitter. To come 
away with a win was huge.” 

Lucchesi, a fourth-round draft pick out of Southeast Missouri State in 2016, has won 
his last two starts, giving up one run and five hits in six innings of a 10-1 victory over 
the Giants last Sunday. He struck out a career-high nine and did not walk a batter. 

“He was always the young guy who was going to come the fastest,” San Diego 
manager Andy Green said. “He was the one that we knew was the most advanced, 
the one that we felt could pitch in the big leagues because of deception pretty quickly. 

“He did nothing but reaffirm that in spring training. He threw the ball very well all the 
way through spring, rarely had a hiccup, and when he didn’t have his stuff, he was 
able to keep us in ball games still. And that is a sign of a guy who has a chance to 
have a really good career. 

“When you are off, when nothing is working for you, can you still put up that three- or 
four-run performance in six innings and give your team a chance to win a baseball 
game instead of a cascading eight- or nine-run performance? He did that all the way 
through spring. He did it last year … and that’s all you can really ask for from a young 
starter.” 

San Diego welcomed the return of center fielder Manny Margot on Saturday while 
placing Hunter Renfroe on the disabled list with right elbow inflammation. Wil Myers, 
who returned from the disabled list Friday, was given a day off after playing four 
straight games, the first three rehab games in the minors. 
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