
Indians pound out 19 runs in rout of Reds 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- The Indians' offense has operated like a powder keg this season. The lineup might go quiet for a few days, but when the group 

reverses that trend, it happens swiftly and in overwhelming fashion. 

 
On Wednesday night at Progressive Field, Jose Ramirez lit the fuse. 

 

Ramirez ignited a 19-4 rout of the Reds with a pair of home runs, giving him 27 shots on the season to pull within one of tying MLB leader J.D. 

Martinez of the Red Sox. Francisco Lindor and Jason Kipnis also cleared the wall to help power a relentless offensive attack that featured 15 

runs between the third and fourth innings. 

"It's great. It was a fun day to be at the plate today," Lindor said. "Guys are going to get a lot of confidence out of it. Pretty much everybody got 

a hit." 

 

Eleven players had at least one hit for the American League Central-leading Indians (50-41), and seven recorded at least two RBIs. Ramirez, 

who homered off Tyler Mahle in the first and then against Tanner Rainey in the third, led the charge with five RBIs. 
 

The 19 runs scored were the most scored by Cleveland since June 28, 2013, when the Tribe scored the same total in Game 1 of a 

doubleheader against the White Sox. It marked the most runs tallied for the Indians in a home game since July 4, 2006, when the club won, 19-

1, against the Yankees. 

 

"It was terrific -- on a lot of fronts," said Indians manager Terry Francona, who held a team meeting prior to the game to apologize for Tuesday's 

bullpen miscommunication mishap. "I think they tried to take me out of it, which is OK. We struck early and we kept going." 

 

The Indians sent 12 batters to the plate in a nine-run, seven-hit third inning, which was punctuated by Ramirez's second shot of the night. It 

represented the second nine-run frame of the season for Cleveland, making it the only team in the Majors this season with a pair of innings 
consisting of at least nine runs. 

 

Lindor, who will join Ramirez at the All-Star Game presented by Mastercard on Tuesday, then capped off a six-run outburst in the fourth with a 

three-run homer. That gave the shortstop 25 dingers on the season. Lindor is now tied for the third-most home runs before the break by a 

shortstop in MLB history, trailing Alex Rodriguez (27 in 2002) and Ernie Banks (26 in 1960). 

Needless to say, the surplus of support did wonders for Indians starter Carlos Carrasco. 

 

Carrasco (10-5) turned in five solid innings, but the lopsided score allowed Francona to lift the righty after just 83 pitches. Carrasco struck out 

seven, walked one and allowed one run on a sacrifice fly by Jose Peraza in the fifth. Scooter Gennett and Jesse Winker later added a homer 

apiece off Indians pitcher Adam Plutko, who earned a save.  
Nearly every hitter who stepped into the box for the Tribe was involved in Wednesday's rout, but Ramirez's performance loomed largest in the 

end. 

 

"That guy is unbelievable," Carrasco said. "He's been surprising everyone here. … He hits that ball so hard. He's one of the guys that we talk to 

in the dugout. He says, 'I'm just going to hit a homer. I'm just going to hit a homer. I'm just going to hit a double.' ... Whatever he says, he does 

it." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Dynamic duo: After eight of the 10 batters Rainey faced reached base, Cincinnati handed the ball to Jackson Stephens, who also struggled out 

of the chute. Following a single by Greg Allen, Stephens surrendered Lindor's three-run blast to right field. With that shot, Ramirez and Lindor 
became the first pair of teammates age 25 and under in MLB history to each have 25 or more home runs in the first half. This marks the 10th 

time this season that Lindor and Ramirez have homered in the same game. 

 

"They are a very good tandem," Francona said. "I know they care about each other, but it's a pretty good tandem right there. They do it in a little 

different ways, but they're switch-hitters, they're both on that side of the infield. They're young and they are really good." 

 

Kipnis delivers: The Indians have been linked to Orioles star Manny Machado in trade rumors, but such a deal would only work if Machado 

played third and Ramirez moved to second. That would create doubt about the status of Kipnis at second. Amidst the rumors, Kipnis has been 

heating up at the plate. Entering Wednesday, he was batting .274 (.884 OPS) with a 144 wRC+ in the past 30 days. Against the Reds, Kipnis 

singled, drew two walks and ignited the six-run fourth with a two-run homer off Rainey. 
"We're slowly returning back to form," Kipnis said. "I've been working hard to find it and be consistent with it. There's little things each day that I 

have to [do] a little check through, a little checklist to kind of make sure that I'm locked in. We're starting to feel good again. I like it." 

 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

During the nine-run flurry in the third inning, Tribe catcher Yan Gomes delivered a two-run single to right field. On the play, Yonder Alonso 

scored from second, crossing the plate as the throw arrived from Reds right fielder Scott Schebler. Cincinnati challenged that catcher Tucker 

Barnhart applied a tag in time, but the safe call stood following a replay review. 

 

"It seems like a long time ago," Francona said, "but, actually, the play with Yonder at the plate at the time was a big play. It was 4-0 and we 

would've had two outs. Instead, we got five [runs], first and third, and the inning kept going. You just never know what's going to happen. I just 
thought that was a huge play." 

 

SOUND SMART 



Ramirez and Lindor have 52 home runs combined this season, marking the most in club history by a pair of Indians teammates before the All-

Star break. The last MLB duo to have at least 52 combined blasts in the first half was Mike Trout and Albert Pujols, who had 26 apiece for the 

Angels in 2015. 

 

Carrasco notched his 1,000th career strikeout during his outing, becoming the third-fastest player to reach that milestone in club history. Only 
Sam McDowell (932 innings) and current Tribe ace Corey Kluber (941 1/3 innings) achieved the feat faster than Carrasco (999 1/3). 

 

HE SAID IT 

"You guys always ask me when guys are young, 'What are they going to turn into?' And you don't know. I mean, you'd like to think you watch 

him and you pay attention but is the guy going to hit for average? Is the guy going to hit for power? Is he going to do both? Or, is he going to 

turn into this? He's a monster. He's getting better." -- Francona, on Ramirez 

 

"I told Cody I'm coming for him. I'm only 139 back, with 100-percent conversion rate in my career on saves. So, watch out." -- Plutko, who 

picked up a four-inning save Wednesday after Tribe closer Cody Allen set the franchise saves record (140) last week 

 
UP NEXT 

It will be a battle of aces in the MLB Network Showcase Game on Thursday, when Kluber (12-4, 2.49 ERA) takes on Luis Severino (14-2, 2.12 

ERA) in the opener of a four-game set between the Indians and Yankees at Progressive Field. Kluber is 7-1 with a 1.43 ERA in 10 home starts 

this season for Cleveland. First pitch is set for 7:10 p.m. ET. 

 

J-Ram clubs two homers, but will sit out Derby 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- Jason Kipnis had heard Indians All-Star Jose Ramirez talking about the Home Run Derby all week. Ramirez boasted that he 

was going to win baseball's annual slugfest, so Kipnis was still operating under the assumption that the third baseman was going to participate 

in the event. 
 

In the wake of a 19-4 win over the Reds on Wednesday night, when Ramirez belted two more home runs for Cleveland, Kipnis reacted with 

genuine surprise upon hearing that his teammate ultimately opted against joining the power parade. As shortstop Francisco Lindor walked 

through the clubhouse, the veteran second baseman called out in his direction. 

"Josey's not doing the Derby anymore?" Kipnis said. 

 

"No," Lindor said in a dejected tone. 

 

The Indians did not have an issue with Ramirez participating in the T-Mobile Home Run Derby on Monday night in Washington, D.C., and the 

third baseman recently expressed a desire to test his strength in the showcase. By Wednesday, following some internal discussion, Ramirez 
decided that it was more important to focus on home runs that count (like the two he belted in the win over Cincinnati). 

 

His two blasts on Wednesday gave Ramirez 27 homers on the season, moving him one home run shy of MLB leader J.D. Martinez (28) of the 

Red Sox. The Derby field will include Jesus Aguilar (Brewers), Javier Baez (Cubs), Alex Bregman (Astros), Freddie Freeman (Braves), Bryce 

Harper (Nationals), Rhys Hoskins (Phillies), Max Muncy (Dodgers) and Kyle Schwarber (Cubs). 

 

"I sat down with the team and we made a decision, all of us together," Ramirez said via team translator Will Clements. "We just decided it 

wasn't the best thing for me to do at this time. It's a long season. I'm a player that plays every day and I need to save energy for the second half 

and, God willing, the playoffs as well." 

 
Indians manager Terry Francona emphasized that it was Ramirez's decision to decline the invitation. 

 

"We told him that he had our blessing, if he wanted to do it," Francona said. "I think he has good reasons for not [participating in the Derby] and 

I was glad. But, if he wanted to, he would have had our blessing." 

 

Cleveland will gladly take the home runs that matter. 

 

Ramirez took Reds starter Tyler Mahle deep in the first inning for a two-run shot and later added a three-run homer off Tanner Rainey in a nine-

run outburst in the third inning. Cleveland followed that with a six-run flurry in the fourth to run out to a 17-0 lead. Lindor capped off the scoring 

in the fourth with a towering three-run shot to right for his 25th homer of the year. 
Ramirez and Lindor are the first pair of teammates age 25 and under in MLB history to each have 25 or more home runs in the first half of the 

season. It marked the 10th time this year that the Indians infielders cleared the wall in the same game -- the most for any MLB duo this year. 

 

"They are a very good tandem," Francona said. "I know they care about each other, but it's a pretty good tandem right there. They do it in a little 

different ways, but they're switch-hitters, they're both on that side of the infield. They're young and they are really good." 

 

With Wednesday's shots, Ramirez established a new mark for homers in the first half of a season by a Cleveland third baseman, topping the 25 

hit by Al Rosen in 1950. Ramirez also moved into a tie with Albert Belle for the most home runs in the first half in franchise history. Belle 

crushed 27 homers in 85 games before the break in '96. 

 
Ramirez enjoyed a breakout offensive season a year ago, finishing with 29 home runs and placing third in balloting for the AL Most Valuable 

Player Award. The stocky slugger has taken things up a few notches this season, reaching 27 homers in 91 games compared to hitting that 

mark on Sept. 15 last season. 



Lindor, who will be at the 89th All-Star Game presented by Mastercard with Ramirez next week, said the third baseman could have won the 

Derby had he taken part. 

 

"I had him winning," Lindor said. "I had him going all the way to the finals. We all know anything can happen in the finals. I truly believe in his 

bat. I truly believe in his bat control, because the Derby right now is not about how strong you are. It's about who has the most bat control and I 
think Josey is one of the best at that." 

 

Kipnis was not so sure. 

"I hit BP with him. I don't want to see those scrapers [hit into] those first two rows," Kipnis quipped. "Nobody wants to watch that for a Home 

Run Derby. If you've got a guy on the mound throwing 95 [mph], I'll take Jose Ramirez to win the Derby. But, I think I'd rather see some big, 

long [homers]. He's impressive though with what he's doing. I'm just giving him [a hard time]. Dang. I thought he was doing it." 

Asked for his reaction to Ramirez opting out of the event, Lindor cracked a smile. 

 

"Who knows?" Lindor said. "Who knows what Josey's thinking? Josey's head is in a different world." 

 
Tito holds team meeting to address 'pen mishap 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- Indians manager Terry Francona did not get much sleep after the chain of events that led to a gut punch of a loss to the Reds 

on Tuesday night at Progressive Field. The skipper tossed and turned, going over the missed communication that directly contributed to 

Cleveland's ninth-inning collapse. 

 

It was an embarrassing blunder on the part of Francona and pitching coach Carl Willis, and their mixed signals put Dan Otero in a difficult 

position both during and after Tuesday's 7-4 defeat. Prior to Wednesday's game against Cincinnati, Francona held a team meeting to apologize 

for what took place and to assume full responsibility for the mishap. 

"I actually talked to the team," Francona said. "I messed up and I apologized, because I don't like messing up. And, inadvertently, I came in last 
night and I thought took responsibility, but I also put O.T. in a tough spot. And I didn't want to do that. So, I told the guys, I said, 'Hey man, that 

was not my intention.' 

 

"So, I thought that was the best way for me to move on. It was a tough one. It was a tough night. I didn't sleep very good." 

 

Otero is "O.T." and that nickname -- one that has only existed for the reliever during his years with Francona in Cleveland -- played a role in 

Tuesday's debacle. In the ninth inning, while closer Cody Allen struggled to contain the Reds' lineup, Francona turned to Willis in the dugout 

and instructed the pitching coach to call the bullpen to have "O.P." (lefty Oliver Perez) warm up in case Joey Votto came up. 

 

Prior to Wednesday’s game against the Reds, Indians manager Terry Francona held his daily briefing with reporters. Francona discussed… 
Willis did not question the decision (Otero is a ground-ball specialist who had some success in the past vs. Votto) and neither did bullpen coach 

Scott Atchison upon receiving the call from the dugout. When Allen loaded the bases with a two-out walk to Dilson Herrera, Francona left the 

dugout, motioned with his left hand for Perez and then looked stunned when Otero emerged from the bullpen and jogged to the mound. 

 

Votto then delivered a go-ahead, three-run double on a full-count pitch from Otero, helping send the Indians to the loss column. Cincinnati 

scored all seven of its runs in the ninth inning. 

 

Asked what could have been done differently, Francona replied: "Speak more clearly." 

 

Reds manager Jim Riggleman said Wednesday that every manager probably has a story about a miscommunication mistake. 
 

"Anybody who's managed any length of time, something similar has happened," Riggleman said. "Whether it's a lineup error or whether it's a 

miscommunication in the dugout, a miscommunication on the phone to the bullpen, miscommunication on a double switch. ... I would almost 

have to call somebody and question somebody who's been in the game for a long time if [they say] it hasn't happened at some time to them." 

 

Francona was asked if, given the benefit of hindsight, he is surprised that neither Willis nor Atchison questioned the decision to have Otero 

enter to face Votto, even when considering the fact that the right-hander has allowed a .362 average (1.154 OPS) against lefties this year. 

Votto, meanwhile, is batting .329 (.954 OPS) off righties. 

 

"We actually even talked about that," Francona said. "I told Atch, because Atch was killing himself, I said, 'Put yourself [in my position in that 
situation]. Let's look back at it.' You can't pick up the phone and go, 'Are you sure?' I mean, I'm probably going to [get extremely angry]. You 

know, everybody is just so conscientious that it was just, it was a mistake. 

 

"And I'm confident it won't happen again. But, I don't take it lightly, either." 

 

Tribe activates Olson; Miller throws off mound 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- Andrew Miller took the mound at Progressive Field on Wednesday afternoon, firing pitch after pitch while Indians pitching coach 

Carl Willis monitored the session closely. It was another step forward in the lefty's progression to coming off the disabled list. 

 
In the meantime, Cleveland has left-hander Tyler Olson back in the fold. 

 

View Full Game Coverage 



Prior to Wednesday's game against the Reds, the Indians activated Olson from the 10-day disabled list, following his bout with a strained left lat 

muscle. In order to vacate a spot on the active roster for Olson's return, Cleveland designated veteran lefty Marc Rzepczynski for assignment. 

 

"He seems to be champing at the bit, which is always a good thing," Indians manager Terry Francona said of Olson. "When we knew he was 

healthy, we talked to Zep and Zep is as professional as you can be. [He was] unbelievable. We were very honest. It's still not a conversation 
you look forward to, but I do think our communication with him helped." 

 

Olson joins Oliver Perez as the lefty options out of the bullpen for Francona, whose relief corps had a Major League-high 5.37 ERA heading 

into Wednesday's action. Olson has not been immune to the bullpen-wide issues, having posted a 7.27 ERA in 28 games before landing on the 

DL last month. Within that showing, though, Olson did limit left-handed batters to a .216 average (.653 OPS) in 40 plate appearances. 

 

Miller, who has a 4.40 ERA with 23 strikeouts and 10 walks in 14 1/3 innings this season, remains on the 10-day DL with a right knee issue that 

has kept him out of the mix since late May. The lefty has thrown a handful of bullpen sessions on this homestand, and Wednesday's workout on 

the game mound enabled the Indians to gather Statcast™ information about his mechanics, as well as pitch velocity and movement. 

 
Francona said the 39-pitch mound session, which included a brief break after 20 throws, went well. The manager and Chris Antonetti, the 

Indians' president of baseball operations, were watching the workout from the team's dugout. 

 

"Every time he throws, he takes a step in the right direction," Francona said. "He's way more comfortable in his delivery. He even looks it. So, 

he's trending in a good way, which is really obviously huge for us." 

 

Francona made it clear recently that Miller's return would not come until the second half of the season. The next step is a simulated throwing 

session on Saturday, though the Indians are still working out the details. The manager said Miller may be cleared to throw to hitters, but the 

team may have him do so with a Minor League affiliate to avoid facing his Tribe teammates. 

 
At some point in the near future, Miller would then embark on a Minor League rehab assignment. 

 

"It's been a while now. He needs to pitch," Francona said. "We rely on him so much. We're fortunate that it's July and we have time to let him 

get on a roll, because we've all seen what he can do when he gets on a roll. We've just got to do it right, and up to this point we have. I think 

we're going to get rewarded for it at some point, because he's going to help us a ton." 

 

Scott continues scoreless streak 

• Adam Scott, the Indians fourth-round pick from the 2018 Draft, struck out five over three scoreless innings for Class A Short Season 

Mahoning Valley. Scott's career has gotten off to a fast start as he's yet to give up a run through six appearances (11 1/3 innings). 

 
Haase stands out at Triple-A All-Star Game 

COLUMBUS, Ohio -- The Triple-A All-Star Game is always an interesting mix of up-and-coming prospects and veterans trying to get back to the 

big leagues. This year, a 12-7 victory by the Pacific Coast League on Wednesday night, was no different. 

 

There were plenty of standout performances in a game that saw 19 runs and 29 hits combined and some actually came on the mound despite 

the crooked numbers put up by both teams. Here are the top 10 performers from the 31st edition of the game. 

5. Eric Haase, C, Indians: No. 20 on the Indians' Top 30, Haase hasn't followed up his breakout 2017 season with as successful a 2018. But his 

big right-handed power was on display in his first at-bat of the game in the fourth inning, when he crushed a long home run to left-center field. 

 

José Ramírez’s absence from the HR Derby is the world’s loss; the Indians hope it’s their gain 

Zack Meisel Jul 12, 2018  3   

As reporters huddled around his corner locker, José Ramírez searched for some cologne. He opened a cabinet above the empty adjacent 

space, but it was barren. 

 

Edwin Encarnacion finally handed him a small glass bottle. 

 

“Tom Ford,” Ramírez said, reading the label. 

 

He sprayed a few spritzes on his Nike shirt, then sniffed his hands and ran them through his curly gold locks. 

 
“Smells good,” he said. 

 

The world needs to meet José Ramírez. Major League Baseball needs its audience to meet José Ramírez. He’ll man third base at next week’s 

All-Star Game for the second consecutive year. He will not, however, participate in the Home Run Derby, a decision reached Wednesday after 

Ramírez convened with team officials. 

 

In one regard, it’s a disappointing development. The league should be desperate to market such players who ooze charisma. And Ramírez 

deserves the notoriety. 

 

But, there’s also the Indians’ perspective, and they’re likely relieved. Terry Francona said the stocky slugger had the club’s blessing to partake 
in the event, but the manager acknowledged he was pleased with the verdict. 

 



Ramírez had expressed his desire to participate. He told The Athletic last month that he planned to win the competition. But he ultimately 

changed his mind. 

 

“Who knows what Josey’s thinking?” Francisco Lindor said. “Josey’s head is in a different world.” 

 
Ramírez noted that it was a group decision, one based on the season’s unrelenting schedule, his tendency to play every day and the desire for 

him to conserve energy as he gears up for the second half and a potential postseason run. He and Lindor have carried the club’s offense at 

times during the first half. 

 

“We made a decision, all of us together,” Ramírez said, a couple hours after he smacked a pair of home runs in the Indians’ 19-4 walloping of 

the Reds, “and we just decided it wasn’t the best thing for me to do at this time.” 

That was news to some of Ramírez’s teammates. 

“He said he’s not now?” Jason Kipnis asked. “I thought he was. He’s been talking the whole time.” 

Kipnis shouted across the room to Lindor to ask for confirmation. 

Kipnis: “Josey’s not doing the Derby anymore?” 
Lindor: “No.” 

Kipnis: “What? Talking all that shit about how he’s going to win it.” 

Lindor now has to choose a new horse to back. 

“I had him winning the Derby, believe it or not,” Lindor said. “I had him going all the way to the finals. We all know anything can happen in the 

finals. I truly believe in his bat. I truly believe in his bat control, because the Derby right now, it’s not about how strong you are. It’s about who 

has the most bat control and I think Josey is one of the best at that.” 

 

Some players shy away from the event, preferring to preserve their swings and their hitting mechanics for the second half. Francona said last 

week he had no issue with a player participating, though he treasures the potential rest anyone can amass over the break. 

 
“I was glad, but if he wanted to,” Francona said, “he would have had our blessing.” 

 

Maybe Ramírez will compete next year, in front of the home crowd at Progressive Field. He certainly has a way of playing to his audience. 

 

Ramírez matched Albert Belle’s team record of 27 home runs before the All-Star break with his two blasts Wednesday. He trails only J.D. 

Martinez (28) on the league-wide leaderboard. He trails only Mike Trout in WAR. 

 

As he delivered his answer to a reporter’s inquiry about whether he has surprised himself with his power outbreak, Ramírez paused and 

glanced over at a talkative Encarnacion. 

 
“Come on, bro,” he said. 

 

As for that answer, team interpreter Will Clements offered Ramírez’s thoughts. 

 

“I’m really not surprised at all. I put in a lot of work in the offseason. I work with the goal to get ready for the season …” 

 

Clements paused for a moment and then smiled as he reached the final line of Ramírez’s response. 

 

“… and this guy is not letting me talk at all.” 

 
Indians 19, Reds 4: 16 Walk-Off Thoughts on Jose Ramirez in a Home Run Derby in Cleveland, but not D.C., an offensive explosion 
and a loose wheel within a loose clubhouse 

By Ryan Lewis 

Here are 16 Walk-Off Thoughts after the Indians’ 19-4 win over the Cincinnati Reds Wednesday night. 

1. Jose Ramirez put on his own little Home Run Derby in Cleveland on Wednesday because he won’t be in one in Washington, D.C. on 
Wednesday. Ramirez was invited to be in it, but he decided against it. Indians manager Terry Francona said the team gave him his blessing if 
he wanted to participate, but the ultimate decision was to pass. 

2. Said Ramirez: “I sat down with the team and we made a decision, all of us together, and we just decided it wasn’t the best thing for me to do 
at this time. … It’s a long season. I’m a player that plays every day and I need to save energy for the second half and, God willing, the playoffs 
as well. … No, we all made the decision together. We all made the decision together. It wasn’t just one person. We just made the best decision 
for me.” 

3. Said Francona: “We told him that he had our blessing if he wanted to do it. I think, just watching him and everything, I think he has good 
reasons for not and I was glad, but if he wanted to, he would have had our blessing.” 

4. And so, the world will be denied a Jose Ramirez Home Run Derby, at least for now. Ramirez blasted two more home runs in Wednesday’s 
win, giving him 27 this season. Only Boston’s J.D. Martinez has more, with 28. Only Angels superstar Mike Trout (6.6) has more fWAR than 
Ramirez (6.0). There are four players in baseball who have amassed at least 5.0 fWAR, and two of them play on the left side of the Indians’ 
infield. But it was Lindor who has been chasing Ramirez. 

5. Said Francona: “You know, it’s funny because you guys always ask me when guys are young, what are they going to turn into and you don’t 
know. I mean, you’d like to think you watch him and you pay attention but—is the guy going to hit for average? Is the guy going to hit for power? 



Is he going to do both?  Or is he going to turn into this? He’s a monster. He’s getting better. Now that it’s getting hot and the ball is starting to 
carry and your body feels good, it’s not cold, he’s just—I mean it’s fun to watch. He’s actually getting better.” 

6. The Indians clubhouse was a little disappointed they wouldn’t get to see what Ramirez can do in a Derby setting. Lindor thought he’d win it 
all. And, Ramirez was boasting for a while that he would. 

7. Said Lindor: “I had him winning. I had him winning the Derby, believe it or not. I had him going all the way to the finals. We all know anything 
can happen in the finals. I truly believe in his bat. I truly believe in his bat control, because the Derby right now, it’s not about … believe it or not, 
the Derby right now is not about how strong you are. It’s about who has the most bat control and I think Josey is one of the best at that. I think 
he had a really good chance of winning.” 

8. Kipnis wasn’t aware until reporters told him that Ramirez wasn’t participating. As he answered a question, he asked Lindor, who was walking 
by on his way out of the clubhouse, “Josey’s not doing the derby anymore?” 

9. Joked Kipnis, “Talking all that shit about how he’s going to win it. … I hit BP with him. I don’t want to see those scrapers. Those first two 
rows. Nobody wants to watch that for a home run derby. If you got a guy on the mound throwing 95, I’ll take Jose Ramirez to win the derby. But 
I think I’d rather see some big, long balls. He’s impressive though with what he’s doing. I’m just giving him S***. D***. I thought he was doing it.” 

10. Baseball is all about moving on each day, the slow steamroller-like season that grinds on for six months game after game. And, what a 
difference 24 hours can make. Tuesday night was a deflating, gut-punch of a loss. After Wednesday night’s game, the mood had done a 
complete 180, or, perhaps even further. Kipnis was in a joking mood, ribbing Ramirez. Lindor stopped one of his answers to note, while 
laughing, that one of the clubhouse attendants was having a terrible time trying—unsuccessfully—to fix a wheel on one of the carts they use to 
collect clothes or towels. Adam Plutko joked that he gunning for Cody Allen’s saves record, saying, “I told Cody I’m coming for him. I’m only 139 
back. 100 percent conversion rate in my career on saves. So, watch out.” 

11. A lot of it, obviously, had to do with the tremendous 17-4 win, and the fact that the game was in hand several hours earlier. It also might 
have had to do with Francona’s pregame address in which he took responsibility for the miscommunication and apologized for messing up the 
situation. Regardless, it was a light-hearted clubhouse all day. Cody Allen and Dan Otero engaged in a heated pregame Ping Pong match. And, 
there was Lindor, hours later, laughing at the hopeless attempts to re-attach a wheel. In a way, the Indians had a cathartic day when they 
needed one. But, the get-over-it-and-move-on process started with Francona’s meeting. 

12. Said Kipnis: “You respect a guy that can get up in front of his peers, the ones that he has to see every day, look them in the eyes and 
apologize, own up to it. I heard what he also said, it was the fastest way to move on, kind of meet it head-on. It was a weird situation. No one 
knew how to handle it. You really couldn’t make it up. It happened exactly. When you’re like, ‘That can’t be the story,’ you’re like, ‘No, it’s O.T. 
or O.P.’ There was just a confusion. You just move on. Again, we know it was just one loss, it happens. We screw up a lot of times. I don’t think 
he’s asking for an apology from us. So, it was a good way to kind of lead by example, owning up to it, manning up and looking guys in the eyes 
and apologizing and moving forward fast through it.” 

13. Plutko also gave the Indians’ bullpen a day off, and, that probably wasn’t the worst thing after Tuesday night to have both a mental physical 
breather. Plutko pitched the final four innings and was credited for a save. Francona noted that “it worked out perfect” to get the bullpen some 
needed rest. 

14. Said Plutko on his role: “Yeah, that’s been my job all year is to just come up and get as many innings as I can, obviously starting. You 
always want to get as many innings as you can. In the game that Cookie got hurt, it was just kinda ‘Hey, save our bullpen and get some more 
outs,’ and even the doubleheader day was like ‘Hey, get as many outs as you can.’ I just kind of feel like that’s my role. I don’t know what you 
want to call it. But just give them length and help the bullpen out.” 

15. Andrew Miller tossed 39 pitches with a break in-between off the mound on Wednesday, another step in his progression back from right 
knee inflammation. Francona noted that the progress has remained positive, and Miller’s schedule has been unchanged. The next step will be a 
session on Saturday, which could come against live hitters, potentially in Akron, though those details are still being worked out. 

16. Said Francona: “It’s been a while now. He needs to pitch. I think for his own well-being. Not coming in with bases loaded. We rely on him so 
much. We’re fortunate that it’s July and we have time to let him get on a roll. Because we’ve all seen what he can do when he gets on a roll. 
We’ve just got to do it right. And up to this point we have. I think we’re going to get rewarded for it at some point because he’s going to help us 
a ton.” 
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Indians 19, Reds 4: Jose Ramirez homers twice, drives in five as Indians roll over Reds 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: After Tuesday’s gaffe that ended in a gut-wrenching loss, the Indians made sure on Wednesday night that nothing like that had a 
chance of occurring in a 19-4 blasting of the Cincinnati Reds at Progressive Field. 

The 19 runs were the most for the Indians (50-41) in a single game since Aug. 8, 2015, when they beat the Minnesota Twins 17-4. The Indians 
took a 2-0 lead in the first and then piled on with a nine-run third inning and a six-run fourth, resulting in a 17-0 lead in the fourth inning. 

It was an old-school shellacking, and it was over well before the sun went down. 

Jose Ramirez belted a two-run home run off Reds starting pitcher Tyler Mahle (7-7) in the first inning. That was the appetizer to the main 
courses for the Indians fans in attendance. 

In the third inning, Yonder Alonso made it 3-0 with an RBI single and was later followed by Yan Gomes, who drove in two runs with a bases-
loaded single. Tyler Naquin singled to score a run and Michael Brantley, with the bases loaded for the second time in the inning, added a two-
run single. 

Ramirez stepped to the plate and launched his second home run of the night, this one a three-run shot, to extend the lead to 11-0. It was 
Ramirez’s eighth career multi-home run game, and it gave him 27 homers for the season, one off the major-league-leading pace set by Boston 
Red Sox outfielder J.D. Martinez. 



Despite his power surge, Ramirez will not compete in the Home Run Derby at the All-Star Game in Washington. 

An inning later, Jason Kipnis knocked in two runs with a double, Naquin added another RBI single and Francisco Lindor crushed a three-run 
home run of his own, his 25th of the season. 

Ramirez and Lindor became the first two 25-and-younger teammates in major-league history to each hit at least 25 home runs prior to the All-
Star break, according to STATS LLC. 

They are both also in the top 4 in the game in fWAR among position players, with Ramirez (6.0) ranking second behind only Los Angeles 
Angels outfielder Mike Trout and Lindor (5.3) ranking fourth. Among the four players in baseball to amass at least 5.0 fWAR this season, two 
play on the left side of the Indians infield. 

All nine Indians starters collected at least one hit and reached base at least twice. Six had multi-hit nights. Seven drove in multiple runs. 
Ramirez finished 2-for-4 with five RBI. Lindor went 1-for-4 with three RBI. Naquin added an RBI single in the seventh and drove in three for the 
game, and Brantley, Alonso, Kipnis and Gomes all had two RBI. 

Indians starting pitcher Carlos Carrasco (10-5) cruised with more offensive support than most pitchers can dream of, allowing one run on five 
hits in five innings to go with seven strikeouts. 

Adam Plutko gave the rest of the bullpen the night off, throwing four innings and allowing three runs on five hits with three strikeouts to pick up 
a save. 

Akron Beacon Journal LOADED: 07.12.2018 

Terry Francona takes full responsibility for communication issue at end of Tuesday’s game, addresses team: ‘It falls on me’ 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: Indians manager Terry Francona didn’t sleep very well Tuesday night. 

Of all the gut-punching ways to lose a game, the Indians had one on Tuesday that probably felt like it was delivered by Mike Tyson. A four-run, 
ninth-inning lead was blown in a 7-4 loss to the Cincinnati Reds. A terrific outing by Trevor Bauer was wiped away. And the marquee, 
heavyweight matchup that decided it all had the incorrect fighter show up in the other corner. 

As Cody Allen was struggling through the ninth, and as the Reds began chipping away at the Indians’ 4-0 lead, Francona told pitching coach 
Carl Willis to get “OP” up in the bullpen, meaning left-hander Oliver Perez, who would likely face left-handed slugger Joey Votto if it got that far. 
Willis thought he heard “OT,” meaning Dan Otero, and made the call to the bullpen. So Otero warmed up. Willis checked his matchup sheet 
and saw that Votto was 0-for-4 against Otero in his career. But the communication mishap wasn’t discovered until it was too late. 

As Francona walked to the mound with a 4-3 lead, the bases loaded and two outs with Votto up, he motioned with his left hand for Perez. It 
wasn’t until Otero walked out of the gate that the mistake was realized. 

Votto, with a full count, ripped a bases-clearing double to right-center off Otero, and the Indians went on to lose 7-4. Hours later, it was all still 
eating at Francona, who took full responsibility for the miscue, saying, “That one lands squarely on me. There’s no getting around it. I’ve got to 
be responsible for that.” 

“Believe me, I thought about it at 1 o’clock, I thought about it at 2 o’clock, I thought about it at 3 o’clock, I thought about it at 4 o’clock,” 
Francona said. “Between 6 and 8, I actually slept.” 

It was enough that Francona came in on Wednesday and addressed the team, taking the blame for the miscommunication and the situation 
that put Otero into a tough spot. 

“It falls on me, but then, you’ve got to move on, too, so the best way for me to do that was I actually talked to the team today and told them that 
I thought I messed up,” Francona said. “And I apologized because I don’t like messing up. … I also put OT in a tough spot. And I didn’t want to 
do that. So I told the guys. I said, ‘Hey, man, that was not my intention.’ So I thought that was the best way for me to move on.” 

Willis said Tuesday night that he should have asked Francona to repeat it. Allen also took responsibly for the inning and putting the club in that 
spot in the first place. Francona added that bullpen coach Scott Atchison, too, was kicking himself. Francona said he simply has to speak 
clearer. 

“We have good enough guys, actually great guys, that probably want to take some of the responsibility off of me,” Francona said. “I can’t let 
them do that. Because it’s not right. It falls on me. … You know, everybody is just so conscientious that it was just, it was a mistake and I’m 
confident it won’t happen again, but I don’t take it lightly either.” 

Olson activated 

Left-handed reliever Tyler Olson, who had been on the 10-day disabled list with a strained lat, was activated on Wednesday. To make room on 
the 25-man roster, Marc Rzepczynski was designated for assignment, something the Indians had told him was a possibility. 

“[Olson] seems to be champing at the bit, which is always a good thing,” Francona said. “We gave him a day to throw on Monday, which we 
thought was good for him, and not throw yesterday. So when we knew he was healthy, we talked to [Rzepczysnki], and Zep is as professional 
as you can be. Unbelievable.” 

Trevor Bauer gets the better of Joey Votto, but Cincinnati's star has last laugh against Cleveland Indians 

By Joe Noga,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Two of baseball's most enigmatic stars faced each other four times on Tuesday and it made for some pretty compelling 
at-bats. 

But despite Cleveland's Trevor Bauer getting the better of Cincinnati's Joey Votto on each occasion, it was Votto and the Reds who had the last 
laugh at Progressive Field. 



Bauer took a tough luck no-decision in a 7-4 loss to Cincinnati after holding the Reds to just three hits over eight shutout innings. He fanned 12 
batters and walked four, marking his eighth start this season with double-digit strikeouts. 

But closer Cody Allen could not hold a four-run lead, and Votto's three-run double against Dan Otero in the ninth inning gave the Reds their 
second straight win against the Tribe. 

It's the seventh time in 2018 that Bauer (8-6, 2.30 ERA) has pitched at least six innings and allowed three earned runs or fewer but still taken a 
no-decision or a loss. In three of those outings he's struck out at least 11 batters. 

Manager Terry Francona called Bauer's outing "terrific" and said it was obvious the All-Star right-hander had watched video of Reds hitters from 
the previous night's game, because he came out throwing more off-speed pitches and was getting a lot of swing-and-miss action. 

"He had a couple real quick innings when they actually made contact," Francona said. "I thought he was really good." 

Bauer currently ranks third in the American League this season with his 168 strikeouts. He sits tied for third in franchise history with Sam 
McDowell (168 in 1968) for strikeouts in the first half, trailing Bob Feller (190 in 1946) and another season by McDowell (183 in 1970). 

Bauer said he used his breaking ball and some inside fastballs to offset Cincinnati's aggressiveness at the plate. 

"When teams are aggressive like that, there's ways to beat it," he said. "I have enough weapons in my arsenal that I can change things up and 
do that." 

But it was Votto's four at-bats against Bauer that provided some of the more whimsical moments of the night. In the first inning, Bauer fanned 
Votto with a 3-2 pitch that the erstwhile National League MVP was not expecting. 

Joey Votto doesn't get fooled easily. 

But Trevor Bauer fooled 'im. #RallyTogether 

STREAM: https://t.co/lCSpe7KdZl pic.twitter.com/ksl6REHgrd 

-- SportsTime Ohio (@SportsTimeOhio) July 11, 2018 

"I didn't know he had one of those sideways sliders," Votto told the Associated Press. "I don't think I've seen that before and it shocked me." 

In the fourth, Bauer retired Votto on a liner to second, and then in the sixth he ended the frame by getting Votto to bounce out to first base. 

In the eighth, Bauer shook off catcher Roberto Perez's signs eight times before Votto stepped out of the batter's box and the two grinned at 
each other. 

Trevor Bauer or Taylor Swift? 

Let's go to the Cut4 Shake Counter. [?] pic.twitter.com/KKuxObFvoP 

-- Cut4 (@Cut4) July 11, 2018 

"I went to throw something that I don't typically throw in those counts," Bauer said. "It's like a chess match, because he can hit everything. He 
studies the tape, sets pitchers up over the game. He's an intelligent guy." 

The at-bat ended with Votto flying out to left field on Bauer's 111th and final pitch. 

Trevor Bauer explains the friendly "chess match" he had with Joey Votto, whom he met at a UFC event last offseason. #RallyTogether 
pic.twitter.com/6mGPkuzzT2 

-- SportsTime Ohio (@SportsTimeOhio) July 11, 2018 

The two stars, known for being introverted and sometimes hard to read, met up in the offseason at a UFC event and struck up a friendly 
conversation. It made Bauer's mastery of Votto on Tuesday all the more satisfying. 

"At the end of the day, it's a game," Bauer said. "Talented people on the other side and the best of the best matching up against each other. 
When you can keep it light like that, still competing, still trying to do your best and get the guy out. Kind of more of a one-on-one battle as 
opposed to a guy who maybe you don't joke around with, who you don't know very well or whatever. I enjoy that more." 
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Cleveland Indians' communication failure was bad, but at least it didn't happen in the World Series 

By Paul Hoynes,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio - The Indians' ninth-inning bullpen failure Tuesday night and the miscommunication between manager Terry Francona and 
pitching coach Carl Willis that helped trigger it in a loss to Cincinnati was embarrassing. But at least it didn't happen in Game 5 of the World 
Series, as it did to Hall of Fame manager Tony La Russa and the St. Louis Cardinals in 2011. 

The Indians didn't get anywhere near the 2011 World Series between the Cardinals and Rangers, but in Game 5 their fingerprints were all over 
the crime scene. 

The eighth inning started with the score tied, 2-2. Octavio Dotel was pitching for the Cardinals and allowed a leadoff double to Michael Young of 
the Rangers. He struck out Adrian Beltre and intentionally walked Nelson Cruz to bring current Tribe lefty Marc Rzepczynski into the game to 
face former Tribe outfielder David Murphy. 

Murphy singled to load the bases. 

In that situation La Russa's plan was to have right-hander Jason Motte replace Rzepczynski to face right-handed hitting Mike Napoli, who is still 
in the Indians' organization. But Motte wasn't warmed up. La Russa told reporters that he called bullpen coach Derek Lilliquist, another former 
Indians player, after Young's double to get Rzepczynski up and have Motte start "tossing." But something was lost in the crowd noise. Yes, 
Rzpeczynski started warming, but right-hander Lance Lynn, then a rookie, started tossing instead of Motte. 



Lynn had pitched 2 1/3 innings in Game 3 and was supposed to be unavailable for Game 5. So instead of bringing the rookie into face the 
dangerous Napoli, La Russa let Rzpeczynski face Napoli. This lefty vs. righty matchup was the reverse of Tuesday night's miscommunication 
that caused Tribe right-hander Dan Otero to face Joey Votto, the Reds' left-handed hitting No. 3 hitter, but the results were similar. 

Napoli hit a two-run double with the bases loaded for a 4-2 lead, which became the final score -- with the Rangers taking a 3-2 lead in the World 
Series. Votto hit a three-run double with two out in the ninth to turn the Tribe's 4-3 lead into a 6-4 deficit. The Reds won, 7-4. 

After Napoli's two-run double, Rzepczynski retired Mitch Moreland. At that point La Russa expected to see Motte finally walk through the 
bullpen gate. Instead it was Lynn because Motte still hadn't started to warm up despite a couple of more failed calls to the pen by pitching 
coach Dave Duncan, yet another former Indian. La Russa told reporters that it felt "like a bad dream." When Lynn got to the mound, the 
Cardinal manager asked him, "What are you doing here?" 

Lynn intentionally walked Ian Kinsler and then, and only then, did Motte finally enter the game to get the third out of the inning. 

When Francona saw Otero coming out of the bullpen Tuesday night to replace closer Cody Allen with the bases loaded instead of lefty Oliver 
Perez, he had to have a bad dream of his own. As he told reporters after the game, "That was not who I expected to see coming out of the 
gate." 

What was Otero doing on the mound? This was his fourth appearance in the last five days. 

In an age of instant communication, it came down to a simple verbal miscommunication and baseball's fondness for nicknames. Francona told 
Willis to call the bullpen and get "O.P." (Oliver Perez) up. Willis thought Francona said "O.T.", Otero's nickname. Willis said he should have 
asked Francona if he was sure he wanted Otero. Maybe rookie bullpen coach Scott Atchison should have asked Willis if he was sure he 
wanted Otero. 

Baseball is accused of being too slow, but in the ninth inning, with a once-comfortable lead disappearing quickly, things move rapidly and 
mistakes are made. How about this for a suggestion? In the future, in close games, use only the real names of players - especially relievers. 

One more thing, La Russa and the Cardinals overcame the Game 5 blunder to win the World Series in seven games. 
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Cleveland Indians must face bullpen disaster head-on -- Terry Pluto 

By Terry Pluto 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- For months, the Indians have known there are problems in the bullpen. 

Tuesday's massive bullpen collapse may be what is needed for everyone from the front office to the coaching staff to realize the issues are 
even more serious than originally thought. 

A bullpen like what we've seen in Cleveland can destroy the morale and confidence of a very good team. That's because the Indians have the 
worst bullpen in baseball with a 5.37 ERA. 

A team with that bullpen goes nowhere in the postseason. 

Maybe we're not having this conversation with so much intensity if closer Cody Allen had protected a 4-run lead in the top of the ninth inning 
Tuesday. But he didn't. 

We're perhaps not having this conversation if Tribe reliever Dan Otero had been able to protect a 4-3 lead by retiring Cincinnati star Joey Votto. 
But he didn't. 

We might not be hearing the same alarm bells if there had not been an embarrassing breakdown of communication between Manager Terry 
Francona and pitching coaching Carl Willis. 

Francona wanted Oliver Perez ("O.P.") warming up. 

Instead, Willis had Otero ("O.T.") warming up. 

When Francona went to the mound to replace Allen, he was shocked when Otero came into the game -- rather than Perez. 

Francona took the blame after the game, and he should. But there are TV monitors in the dugout showing the bullpen. I guess no one checked 
to see who was throwing -- or Francona didn't let anyone else know who was supposed to be warming up. 

Otero gave up a 3-run double to Votto. The Tribe bullpen turned what should have been a 4-0 victory for Trevor Bauer into a 7-4 loss. 

That was the Tribe's fourth loss in a row. It's embarrassing. And it should be a warning of bigger problems than communication. 

GETTING WORSE 

The losing streak began Saturday night. The Indians had a 3-0 lead after seven brilliant innings by Corey Kluber. 

Francona turned the game over to Neil Ramirez, who has been pitching well this season. But he gave up two quick homers in the eighth. The 
Indians lost in extra innings, 6-3. 

The Indians have the second-best starting staff in baseball (3.43 ERA). Only Houston (2.93 ERA) is better. But the bullpen continually wastes 
wonderful starting performances. 

A horrible bullpen can tear the heart out of a team. 

THE EMOTIONAL IMPACT 

There is a temptation on the part of the manager and the starting pitcher to want the starter to pitch too long -- because the bullpen isn't trusted. 
That can lead to starters ending up with sore arms. 

A faulty bullpen can emotionally devastate a clubhouse. The relievers feel guilty, the other players are frustrated. 



This is Francona's sixth season as the Tribe manager, and he's never experienced anything like this bullpen. It is becoming perhaps his biggest 
challenge in the last three seasons, when the Indians have owned the Central Division. 

WHAT NEXT? 

The patchwork waiver wire approach is not working. 

To be fair, the Indians did find some help in players cast off by other teams. Oliver (0.77 ERA) and Ramirez (3.44 ERA) have had far more good 
moments than bad. But veterans Zach McAllister (5.70 ERA) and Otero (5.71 ERA) went from being effective the previous two years to 
unreliable in 2018. 

And to be fair to Allen, he had not allowed a run in his previous eight outings, going 6-of-6 in save situations since June 9. 

I think Allen will come around. But I have no clue what to think about Andrew Miller, who remains on the disabled list with a knee problem. He's 
still a few weeks away from pitching. The 2017 All-Star is 1-4 with a 4.40 ERA this season. 

Miller hasn't pitched since May 25. Not sure what he'll do when he returns. He has battled various injuries since late last season. 

The front office has made bold midseason trades before, including the acquisition of Miller in 2016. That's what has to happen next. 

Allen and Miller are free agents at the end of the season. It's doubtful either will be back. The Indians not only need to work on fixing the bullpen 
for this season, but also finding help for next year. 
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Cleveland Indians activate Tyler Olson from DL, designate Marc Rzepczynski for assignment 

By Joe Noga 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Lefty reliever Tyler Olson has been activated from the 10-day disabled list and lefty Marc Rzepczynski has been 
designated for assignment, the Cleveland Indians announced Wednesday. 

Olson went on the DL June 17 with a left latissimus dorsi strain. Prior to revealing the injury, Olson compiled a 1-1 record with a 7.27 earned 
run average and 23 strikeouts in 28 appearances. 

"He seems to be champing at the bit, which is always a good thing," manager Terry Francona said. "We gave him a day to throw on Monday, 
which we thought was good for him, and not throw yesterday. So when we knew he was healthy, we talked to (Marc Rzepczysnki), and Zep is 
as professional as you can be." 

Rzepczynski, who made 18 appearances for Seattle early in the season, signed a minor-league contract June 18 and joined the big league club 
July 1. He appeared in five games and faced 10 batters in 2 2/3 innings of work, walking one and striking out one. 

Francona said he was honest and up-front about the move with Rzepczynski, who pitched parts of three seasons in Cleveland from 203-15.  

"He's a terrific kid and we love him," Francona said. "I hope he gets a Major League job. I hope he gets claimed, but if he doesn't, I hope he 
stays with us, and we told him that." 
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Bullpen blunder fallout: Cleveland Indians' Terry Francona apologizes to players for mistake 

By Paul Hoynes 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - They talked about it late into Tuesday night. Then manager Terry Francona tossed and turned about it until 6 a.m. 
Pitching coach Carl Willis did the same. 

A bullpen malfunction like this doesn't happen often. When it does it can leave a crater in a team's heart. 

Francona tried to fill that crater, at least part of it, when he talked to his players before Wednesday night's series finale against the Reds. 

"I actually talked to the team today and told them that I thought I messed up," said Francona. "I apologized because I don't like messing up. I 
think inadvertently I came in last night and took responsibility, but I think I also put OT (Dan Otero) in a tough spot and I didn't want to do that. 

"I told the guys that was not my intention. I thought that was the best way for me to move on. It was a tough night. I didn't sleep great." 

The Indians entered the ninth inning Tuesday night with a 4-0 lead and closer Cody Allen on the mound. The Reds scored three runs off Allen 
and when Francona finally removed him there were two outs and the bases were loaded. 

Before removing Allen, with lefty Joey Votto due to bat, Francona told Willis to call the bullpen and get O.P. (lefty Oliver Perez) up and throwing. 
Willis thought he said O.T., which is Otero's nickname. Unlike Perez, Otero is a right-hander and Votto is hitting .329 (71-for-216) against right-
handers compared to .216 (24-for-111) against lefties this season. 

Otero had to face at least one hitter, and it did not go well. Votto cleared the bases on a full-count double as the Reds rallied for a 7-4 win. It 
was just the second time this season that the Indians have lost a game when they led after eight innings. 

    Don't quit on this team. #WednesdayWisdom pic.twitter.com/Sjj9aRE7jW 

    -- Cincinnati Reds (@Reds) July 11, 2018 

Chris Antonetti, as he does after every home game, met with Francona and the coaching staff. 

"It was a frustrating loss, but on a tough night I was really proud of the way our staff and players handled it," said Antonetti. "Tito took full 
responsibility and his coaches - Carl Willis, Brad Mills, Scott Atchison - said they should have done more to pick Tito up. I've been in situations 
where leaders run from something like this or everyone looks to blame someone or something else, but I didn't see that last night. 



"It's easy to be a good teammate when things are going well. The true test comes when things aren't going well or you need to deal with 
adversity. When tested last night, our players and coaches each sought to take responsibility for what happened and then pick each other up.  

"Yes, it was a frustrating loss and a tough night but, as I drove home last night, it reaffirmed my feelings about the caliber of people we have 
within our organization." 

Willis told reporters Tuesday night that he should have double-checked with Francona even though Votto was 0-for-4 against Otero. Atchison, 
the rookie bullpen coach, was upset with himself as well. The same with Mills, Francona's longtime bench coach. 

Francona appreciated the support, but said, "This is one that I needed to just (own). ... I'm not perfect. You want to be, and it hurt, there's no 
way around it." 

He felt especially bad for Otero. He said the mistake unnecessarily put Otero in a difficult spot. 

"I wanted to tell them that I felt for OT and that I care enough about them that when I make a mistake, I want them to know that I care," said 
Francona. "It's not that I won't always be perfect, but I thought they deserved to hear that. They are a special group to all of us in there and I 
wanted them to know that." 

The Indians are one of the most analytically inclined teams in the big leagues. They are at the forefront of advanced metrics and 
communications. So how can they prevent a repeat of the "O.P., O.T., Oh, No!" snafu? 

"I can speak more clearly," deadpanned Francona. 
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Andrew Miller keeps throwing; could a date in Akron be coming soon? 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Indians manager Terry Francona said every time lefty reliever Andrew Miller throws during his recovery from a sore right 
knee, he takes a step in the right direction. 

Miller took another step Wednesday when he threw about 40 pitches from the mound at Progressive Field prior to the Tribe's game against 
Cincinnati. Francona said Miller will test the knee again on Saturday. After that, Indians coaches, trainers and Miller himself will sit down and 
discuss the next step in his return to active status. 

"The good side of it is he's way more comfortable in his delivery, he even looks it," Francona said. "So he's trending in a good way, which is 
really obviously huge for us." 

Miller is progressing to the point where he is ready to face hitters, but in the past he has balked at the idea of pitching to his own teammates. 

"I get it," Francona said. "So if he's not going to get the most out of it, we've even talked maybe about sending him down to Akron or something. 
Nothing's perfect, but we're going to get together and see what we think's the best thing." 

Miller's second stint on the disabled list began back on May 26. Since then, the 2016 ALCS MVP has taken baby steps in his progress, 
consulting specialists for second opinions, trying new ways to tape or brace the aggravated knee and slowly easing his way into a throwing 
program. 

Francona said before any decisions are made Miller needs to be seen in a competitive setting. 

"It's been a while now, he needs to pitch," Francona said. "I think just for his own well-being." 

The Indians are fortunate, in a sense, that it's only July and there is still time to bring Miller back and let him get comfortable before October. 

"We've all seen what he can do when he gets on a roll," Francona said. "We've just got to do it right. And up to this point we have. I think we're 
going to get rewarded for it at some point because he's going to help us a ton." 

Francona said Miller's teammates know he is coming, and that despite the struggles, the time without the bullpen's ace lefty has given other 
pitchers an opportunity they wouldn't have otherwise gotten. 

"In the long run it will make guys better and I believe that," Francona said. "Mac (Zach McAllister) has had time to kind of get through some of 
those struggles. O.T. (Dan Otero), I think we'll be better for it. Our record might not be, but when we get fully healthy we can be a better team." 
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Jose Ramirez homers twice in Cleveland Indians' 19-4 beatdown of Cincinnati Reds 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Jose Ramirez and the Cleveland Indians showed Wednesday that the best way to get over a bad loss is to get on top of 
a few belt-high fastballs. 

Ramirez led the way on a benchmark night for the Tribe offense, blasting a pair of homers and driving in five runs as the Indians pounded their 
way to a 19-4 victory against visiting Cincinnati at Progressive Field. 

Cleveland's outburst helped snap a four-game losing streak and came one night after the club blew a four-run lead in the ninth during an ugly 
loss to the Reds. 

Shortstop Francisco Lindor said it was "a fun day to be at the plate" for the Tribe. 

"Guys are going to get a lot of confidence out of it," Lindor said. "Pretty much everybody got a hit. It gives you that little confidence for the next 
series and the next day." 

Ramirez turned around a four-seam fastball from Reds rookie Tyler Mahle in the first with Michael Brantley aboard. He added a three-run 
homer in the bottom of the third to cap Cleveland's nine-run inning against Mahle (7-7, 4.02) and reliever Tanner Rainey. 



Ramirez stands alone in second place with 27 home runs, trailing A.L. leader J.D. Martinez of Boston (28). The 27 homers tie Ramirez with 
Albert Belle (1996) for the most by an Indians hitter before the All-Star break. Ramirez now has eight career multi-homer games, including two 
this season. 

"He's a monster and he's getting better," Francona said. "Now that it's getting hot and the ball is starting to carry and your body feels good, it's 
not cold. It's fun to watch. He's actually getting better." 

Sparked by five consecutive base hits, the Indians scored nine times in the third. Yonder Alonso, Yan Gomes and Brantley each delivered run-
scoring hits as Cleveland sent 12 batters to the plate. It matched the club's highest single-inning score for the season after plating nine in the 
fifth inning of Game 2 of a doubleheader against Toronto on May 4. 

The Indians are the only team in the majors with multiple nine-run innings this year. Every starter collected at least one hit and scored at least 
one run, including Jason Kipnis, who connected for his ninth homer in the team's six-run fourth inning. 

"(I'm) slowly returning back to form," Kipnis said of his recent effort at the plate. "I've been working hard to find it and be consistent with it. 
There's little things each day that I have to go -- a little check through, a little checklist to kind of make sure that I'm locked in. (I'm) starting to 
feel good again. I like it." 

The final total of 19 runs mark Cleveland's highest output since Aug. 8, 2015 against Minnesota during a 17-4 win. 

Meanwhile, Carlos Carrasco (10-5, 4.16) benefited from the Tribe's big offensive night, earning his fourth win in his last five decisions. Carrasco 
pitched five innings, allowing a run on five hits and striking out seven. He opened the game by fanning Cincinnati's Scott Schebler for his 
1,000th career strikeout. 

Carrasco became the 12th Indians pitcher to reach 1,000 punchouts and is the 44th active pitcher with at least that many in the majors. 

Francona pulled Carrasco after the fifth, with the thought that the righty could be available if needed this weekend out of the bullpen against 
New York. 

"He's done it before," Francona said. "He's been good and we can kind of lengthen our bullpen out a little bit." 

Cincinnati got on the scoreboard in the fifth when speedy Billy Hamilton led off with a triple and came home on a sacrifice fly by Jose Peraza. 
Scooter Gennett smacked his 15th homer off Indians reliever Adam Plutko in the sixth. 

Plutko worked four innings to pick up his first big-league save, allowing three runs including three strikeouts, a walk and two home runs. It was 
the first save of three innings or more by an Indians reliever since Scott Barnes in a 12-3 win against Boston in 2013. 

"That was great," Francona said. "It just gave everybody in our bullpen a night off and he finished the game. He's lengthened out since it was 
his day to pitch anyway. It worked out perfect." 

Dynamic duo 

Lindor added a three-run homer in the fourth inning for his 25th of the season. It marks the second consecutive night that Lindor and Ramirez 
hit home runs in the same game, and the 10th time this season. Per Stats LLC, the two are the first teammates in the majors age 25 or younger 
to both reach 25 home runs prior to the All-Star break. 

50 club 

Alonso's RBI single in the third gave him 50 runs driven in for the season, making Cleveland the only club in the majors with five players 
boasting 50+ RBI. Alonso joined Encarnacion, Ramirez, Lindor and Brantley as Indians hitters in the 50 RBI Club. No other big-league team 
has more than three. 

What it means 

The Indians avoid a sweep at the hands of their cross-state rivals. Cleveland improves to 22-9 in series finale games this season, including a 
13-3 mark in home finales. The Tribe is 8-1 when facing a sweep in a series finale, outscoring opponents 76-21 in those games. 

The pitches 

Mahle threw 71 pitches, 45 (63 percent) for strikes. Carrasco threw 83 pitches, 53 (64 percent) for strikes. 

Thanks for coming 

The Reds and Indians drew 22,215 fans to Progressive Field on Wednesday night. First pitch was at 7:10 p.m. with a temperature of 77 
degrees. 

Next 

The New York Yankees open a four-game series at Progressive Field on Thursday. Indians right-hander Corey Kluber (12-4, 2.49) will face 
right-hander Luis Severino (14-2, 2.12) at 7:10 p.m. SportsTime Ohio, WTAM/1100 and WMMS/FM 100.7 will carry the game. 
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Cleveland Indians' Jose Ramirez says no to competing in Home Run Derby at All-Star Game 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Jose Ramirez said he will not compete in the Home Run Derby on Monday night at the All-Star Game at Nationals Park 
in Washington, D.C. 

But that has not stopped the Indians All-Star third baseman from staging a Home Rub Derby with teammate Francisco Lindor. Ramirez hit his 
26th and 27th homers in Wednesday night's 19-4 victory over the Reds at Progressive Field. Lindor, countered with No. 25. 

Lindor said during the Indians last trip that he would not compete in the Home Run Derby. 



"I'm not a home run hitter," said Lindor. "I don't hit home runs in batting practice. When I think of the Home Run Derby, I think of guys like Barry 
Bonds, Sammy Sosa and Mark McGwire. . .not Francisco Lindor." 

Ramirez, earlier in the season, seemed excited about the prospect of participating in the Home Run Derby. 

But Wednesday night he told reporters, through interpreter Will Clements, "I sat down with the team and we made a decision, all of us together, 
that it wasn't the best thing for me to do at this time." 

When asked why it wasn't a good idea, Ramirez said, "It's really a long season. I'm a player that plays every day. And I need to save energy for 
the second half, and God willing, the postseason." 

    We hope you realize how fortunate we are to have Jose Ramirez on our team. 

    The All-Star now has the most first-half HRs by a 3B in Cleveland Indians franchise history.#RallyTogether pic.twitter.com/U9eJKiHIHx 

    -- Cleveland Indians (@Indians) July 11, 2018 

Manager Terry Francona said they told Ramirez he could participate if he wanted. 

"We told him that he had our blessing if he wanted to do it," said Francona. "Just watching him, I think he had good reasons for not (doing it) 
and I'm glad. But if he had wanted to he would have had our blessing." 

Here are the eight players who will participate in Monday's Home Run Derby at Nationals Park. 

No. 1 seed Jesus Aguilar, Brewers, vs. No. 8 see Rhys Hoskins, Phillies. 

No. 2 seed Bryce Harper, Nationals, vs. No. 7 seed Freddie Freeman, Braves. 

No. 3 seed Max Muncy, Dodgers, vs. No. 6 seed Javier Baez, Cubs. 

No. 4 seed Alex Bregman Astros vs. No. 5 seed Kyle Schwarber, Cubs. 

Ramirez and Lindor have hit more homers than any of the Home Run Derby participant. The closest competition comes from Aguilar. 

The former Indians' first baseman and DH has 23 homers for Milwaukee. Aguilar and Seattle's Jean Segura were the last players added to their 
respective All-Star teams on Wednesday by a vote of the fans. 

"That's awesome," said Lindor, when he heard the news about Aguilar. "It's a dream for him and a dream for his family. There's going to be 
three guys that played together in the minor leagues in the All-Star Game. We all played together in Akron. It says a lot. It's special." 

When asked if the Indians told him not to participate in the Home Run Derby, Ramirez said, "We all made the decision together. We all made 
the same decision." 

Ramirez, who hit a two-run homer in the first and a three-run homer in the third, is hitting .293 (101-for-345) with 26 doubles, 27 homers and 65 
RBI. He has a .609 slugging percentage and a 1.001 OPS. 

He ranks second in the AL in homers, trailing Boston's J.D. Martinez who has 28. 
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Cleveland Indians, New York Yankees series preview, pitching matchups 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Here is the preview and pitching matchups for the Indians' series against the Yankees. 

Where/when: Progressive Field, Thursday through Sunday. 

TV/radio: SportsTime Ohio will televise Thursday, Friday and Sunday's games. MLB Network will carry Thursday and Friday's games, while 
FOX will do Saturday's game and TBS will do Sunday's game. WTAM/1100 and WMMS/FM 100.7 will broadcast the series. 

Pitching matchups and starting times: RHP Luis Severino (14-2, 2.12) vs. RHP Corey Kluber (12-4, 2.49) Thursday at 7:10 p.m.; RHP Domingo 
German (2-4, 5.06) vs. RHP Shane Bieber (4-1, 3.47) Friday at 7:10 p.m.; LHP CC Sabathia (6-4, 3.34) vs. RHP Mike Clevinger (7-4, 3.34) 
Saturday at 7:15 p.m. and RHP Masahiro Tanaka (7-2, 4.68) vs. RHP Trevor Bauer (8-6, 2.30) Sunday at 1:10 p.m. 

Series: The Yankees lead the Indians, 3-0, this season. Yankees lead the Indians overall, 1,101-867. 

Hot pitchers: Bauer, one of the Tribe's five All-Stars, is 4-3 in his last eight starts, but has a 1.90 ERA with 82 strikeouts in 57 innings. Severino 
leads the big leagues with 14 wins and has won his last five starts for New York. 

Hot hitters: All-Star Jose Ramirez, hitting .364 (4-for-11) against the Yankees this season, is just the sixth Indians player to hit 25 or more 
homers before the break. Aaron Hicks entered Wednesday night's game against the Orioles hitting .341 (14-for-41) with six homers and 10 RBI 
in his last 12 games for the Yankees. 

Team updates: The Indians were swept in a three-game series by the Yankees in May at Yankee Stadium as the bullpen gave it up twice in the 
late innings. The Indians entered Wednesday night's game against Cincinnati with a four-game losing streak, their longest of the season. The 
Yankees, playing Baltimore on Wednesday night, have won six of their last 10 games. 

Disabled list: Yankees - OF Jacoby Ellsbury (right oblique, left hip, back), RHP Ben Heller (right elbow), LHP Jordan Montgomery (left elbow), C 
Gary Sanchez (right groin) and 2B Gleyber Torres (right hip) are on the disabled list. 

Indians - RHP Josh Tomlin (right hamstring), OF Lonnie Chisenhall (left calf), RHP Evan Marshall (right elbow), LHP Andrew Miller (right knee), 
RHP Nick Goody (right elbow), LHP Ryan Merritt (left shoulder), RHP Danny Salazar (right shoulder) and RHP Cody Anderson (right elbow) are 
on the disabled list. 

Next: All-Star break begins Monday. 



Terry Francona apologizes to Indians for bullpen blunder 

By Tom Withers, The Associated Press 

Indians manager Terry Francona spent the night tossing, turning and trying to forget. 

 

There are tough losses during the course of a season. And then there are troubling ones — like what happened July 10. 
 

“I thought about it at 1 o’clock. I thought about it at 2 o’clock. I thought about it at 3 o’clock. I thought about it at 4 o’clock,” Francona said July 

11, still coping with the Indians’ shocking — and embarrassing — 7-4 loss to Cincinnati. “Between 6 and 8 I actually slept.” 

 

He wasn’t the only one with insomnia. 

Francona and several of his coaches had trouble moving past a communication breakdown that helped the Reds score seven runs in the ninth 

inning. As the Reds were rallying, Francona wanted to bring in left-hander Oliver Perez to face slugger Joey Votto with two outs, the bases 

loaded and the Indians clinging to a 4-3 lead. But pitching coach Carl Willis thought he heard Francona tell him to summon right-hander Dan 

Otero. 

 
Votto promptly hit a three-run double off Otero, giving the Reds a 6-4 lead. 

 

“He thought I said O.T.,” Francona said, using Otero’s nickname. “I said O.P.” 

 

Whatever was said, it wasn’t OK as the Indians suffered their third straight loss and intensified discussion about a beleaguered bullpen that 

dropped to 5-16 with an AL-worst 5.37 ERA. 

 

When he arrived at Progressive Field for the series finale, Francona felt the need to apologize to his players for his role in the gut-wrenching 

loss, which wasted a brilliant performance by All-Star Trevor Bauer, who struck out 12 in eight innings. 

 
“It falls on me,” he said. “But then, you’ve got to move on, too. So the best way for me to do that was I actually talked to the team and told them 

that I thought I messed up. And I apologized because I don’t like messing up. And inadvertently I came in last night and I thought took 

responsibility. But I also put O.T. in a tough spot. And I didn’t want to do that. 

 

“So I told the guys. I said, ‘Hey man, that was not my intention.’ So I thought that was the best way for me to move on. It was a tough one. It 

was a tough night. I didn’t sleep very good.” 

 

Francona said Willis, bench coach Brad Mills and bullpen coach Scott Atchison all felt culpable in the loss, but the Indians manager made it 

clear he’s the one who bears responsibility. 

 
“Atch was killing himself,” Francona said. “I said, ‘Let’s look back at it. You can’t pick up the phone and go, are you sure?’ You know, everybody 

is just so conscientious. It was a mistake and I’m confident it won’t happen again, but I don’t take it lightly either.” 

 

Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman knows how Francona felt. As someone who has managed over 1,500 major league games, Riggleman 

knows how quickly a decision — good or bad — can escalate. 

 

“Anybody who’s managed any length of time, something similar has happened,” said Riggleman, who has managed in San Diego, Chicago, 

Seattle and Washington. “Whether it’s a lineup error or whether it’s a miscommunication in the dugout, a miscommunication on the phone to the 

bullpen, miscommunication on a double switch. I would almost have to call somebody and question, somebody who’s been in the game for a 

long time if it hasn’t happened at some time to them.” 
 

“Because there’s just so many things said and done and decisions that are made, that the slightest misunderstanding can turn into that and you 

figure people who have done this between the minor leagues and big leagues, if you’ve done it 20 or 30 years, there’s going to be a few of 

those. It’s painful.” 

 

NEWS Indians 19, Reds 4: Cleveland rebounds by crushing Cincinnati 

Tom Withers | The Associated PressPublished on July 11, 2018 | Updated 6:38 a. m. 

CLEVELAND — Jose Ramirez is skipping the Home Run Derby. He’s not missing much else right now. 

 

Ramirez homered twice to match Albert Belle’s club record for home runs before the All-Star break and the Cleveland Indians took out some 
frustrations following a brutal loss with a 19-4 thumping of the Cincinnati Reds on Wednesday night. 

 

Ramirez hit a two-run homer in the first inning off Tyler Mahle (7-7) and connected for a three-run shot in Cleveland’s nine-run third. With the 

Indians up 17-0, the All-Star third baseman was replaced in the fifth inning by manager Terry Francona before he could inflict further damage. 

 

“He’s a monster,” Francona said of Ramirez. “And he’s getting better.” 

 

Ramirez was invited to participate in Monday’s home-run contest, the signature event of All-Star festivities. However, the 25-year-old, who was 

voted a starter for the second straight year, declined a chance to take his cuts against Bryce Harper and others next week in Washington D.C. 

 
He’s got bigger swings to make. 

 



“I sat down with the team and we made a decision, all of us together, and we just decided it wasn’t the best thing for me to do at this time,” 

Ramirez said through an interpreter. “It’s a long season. I’m a player that plays every day and I need to save energy for the second half and, 

God willing, the playoffs as well.” 

 

Francona said Ramirez had the team’s blessing if he wanted to take part. And if he had, Indians All-Star shortstop Francisco Lindor was betting 
on his teammate. 

 

“I had him winning the Derby, believe it or not,” said Lindor, who added a three-run homer in the fourth. “I had him going all the way to the 

finals. I truly believe in his bat. I truly believe in his bat control. Believe it or not, the Derby right now is not about how strong you are. It’s about 

who has the most bat control and I think Josey is one of the best at that. 

 

“I think he had a really good chance of winning.” 

 

Jason Kipnis also homered as the Indians salvaged the interleague series finale by pounding their neighbors from southern Ohio and ending a 

four-game slide. 
 

For the Indians, it was a much-needed rebound after they squandered a 4-0 lead in the ninth Tuesday night, when Francona’s 

miscommunication with pitching coach Carl Willis on a choice of relievers helped the Reds rally for seven runs and stun the Indians. 

 

“It was terrific — on a lot of fronts,” Francona said. “I think they tried to take me out of it, which is OK. We struck early and we kept going.” 

 

Carlos Carrasco (10-5) reached 1,000 career strikeouts, and given the humongous lead, coasted through five innings for his second straight 

win since coming off the disabled list. Adam Plutko worked four innings for his first career save. 

 

Jesse Winker and Scooter Gennett homered for the Reds. 
 

“It feels like a couple of losses when you get beat that bad,” Cincinnati interim manager Jim Riggleman said. “But it’s a loss and unfortunately 

some guys’ personal numbers get affected. But other than that we’ll shake it off, and take the day off and go get them in St. Louis.” 

 

Dynamic duo 

Lindor connected in the fourth for his 25th homer. The Indians said Ramirez and Lindor are the first pair of teammates under 25 to hit at least 

25 homers before the break. 

 

“It’s a pretty good tandem right there,” Francona said. “They do it in a little different ways. But they’re switch-hitters. They’re both on that side of 

the infield, and they’re young and they are really good.” 
 

Late relief 

Reds third baseman Alex Blandino made his major league pitching debut in the eighth. He allowed one hit and struck out two. 

 

“I always thought it was fun to pitch,” Blandino said of his first stint on the mound since he was a high school senior. “I think it went pretty well. I 

was happy just to get out of the inning. I was trying to throw strikes.” 

 

Up next 

REDS: Following an off day, right-hander Matt Harvey opens a three-game series in St. Louis against right-hander Carlos Martinez. Harvey has 

been something of a good luck charm as Cincinnati was just 8-27 before he was acquired May 8. 
INDIANS: In a matchup of two of baseball’s best, Corey Kluber (12-4) starts the opener of a four-game series against New York and Yankees 

ace Luis Severino (14-2). Kluber is 5-1 with a 1.80 ERA in seven career regular-season starts against the Bronx Bombers. 

 

Ingraham: Indians don't need another bat, but getting help in the bullpen is a must 

This is what makes Terry Francona great. 

 

“I talked to the team today,” he said, a day after one of the worst, most embarrassing games of his 17-year managerial career. 

 

“I told them I messed up,” Francona said. “I apologized. That (game) was a tough one. I didn’t sleep much last night. I’m not perfect. That one 

hurt, there’s no way around it.” 
 

Francona manned up. That’s one reason why so many players like playing for him. Total accountability. 

 

In Francona’s defense, bad bullpens can scramble brains, and that’s what Francona has been dealing with this season: an epically bad bullpen. 

 

What’s the Indians’ 2018 bullpen experience like? 

 

It’s like being chased by a pack of mountain lions through a snake-infested jungle, and then realizing your hair’s on fire. 

 

Is this any way get to the World Series? 
 



Tuesday night the Indians couldn’t even beat the last-place Reds, who scored seven runs with two outs in the ninth inning, most of it against the 

Indians’ best reliever, closer Cody Allen, who was relieved in the middle of the carnage by the wrong reliever because the right reliever got lost 

in the enunciation shuffle of a colossal dugout dodo moment. 

 

“I said O.P. but Carl thought I said O.T.,” said jack of all acronyms, master of none Francona. 
 

O.P. is verbal shorthand for left-hander Oliver Perez. That’s who Francona wanted, with the bases loaded and the game — not to mention a 

good night’s sleep — on the line. But pitching coach Carl Willis thought Francona meant O.T., which is shorthand for right-hander Dan Otero 

(Get it? O.T.? Me neither.). 

 

Waiting in the weeds was right-handed pitching carnivore Joey Votto, who gleefully greeted O.T. with a TKO by slamming a bases-clearing 

double and putting the finishing touches on the Indians’ worst bullpen meltdown of the season — and that’s saying something (am I right, 

Cleveland?). 

 

“That one lands squarely on me,” said T.F. of O.T.’s unfortunate arrival in the OK Corral. 
 

In hindsight, however, as painful as that bullpen nuke job was — maybe O.P. to O.T. to Oh no! — came at exactly the right time. Because it 

further underscores how outscored the Indians have been in the ninth inning this season. It’s 47-30 as of this typing. 

 

With the trade deadline just a couple weeks away, and the postseason less than three months away, Tuesday offered another reminder of who 

should be trade deadline shopping, and for what. 

 

Simply put, Francona doesn’t have enough bulls in his pen for when the going gets gooey. 

 

Maybe the Tuesday Night Massacre was less a communication breakdown than a cry for help. 
 

When it comes to the bullpen, the Indians need more cowbell. Thanks to the flophouse division they’re in, they can reach the postseason with 

what they have now. But to run with the big boys in October they’re going to need a bigger boat. 

 

So that puts the onus on the front office. Forget Manny Machado. The only phone calls Orioles general manager Dan Duquette should be 

getting from area code 216 is to inquire about Baltimore’s relievers. 

 

The Indians need relievers. The Orioles have some. Discuss. 

 

The most important takeaway from the Tuesday Night Massacre wasn’t the verbal mumbo jumbo that led to a lamb chop being thrown to the 
voracious Votto. It was this: The Indians’ second-rate bullpen remains second-rate, and it’s the middle of July. 

 

Consider, for example, the debris from the previous four games prior to Wednesday: 

 

Saturday vs. Oakland: The bullpen gave up six runs, seven hits, including three home runs, in the last four innings of a 6-3 loss. 

 

Sunday vs. Oakland: In the last three innings the bullpen gave up two runs, four hits, including a home run, and two walks in a 6-0 loss. 

 

Monday vs. Cincinnati: The bullpen gave up two runs, four hits, including a home run and a walk, in the last two innings of a 7-5 loss. 

 
Tuesday vs. Cincinnati: The bullpen gave up seven runs, five hits, including a double, plus three walks and a hit batter, during a marathon 11-

batter, 41-pitch ninth inning in a 7-4 loss. 

 

So just in the previous four games, over the span of nine innings, Cleveland relievers gave up 17 runs on 20 hits, five of them home runs, with 

five walks and a hit batter. 

 

Predictably, the Indians lost all four games. 

 

Not surprisingly, the Indians’ 5.37 bullpen ERA is the worst in the majors. It’s been a horrific and rapid death spiral for what had been the 

league’s best bullpen the last three years. 
 

In 2015, the Indians’ 3.12 bullpen ERA ranked second in the American League. In 2016, they ranked second (3.45). Last year, they ranked first 

(2.89). 

 

This year: They would have to rally to be a train wreck. 

 

The numbers don’t lie. It’s a second-rate bullpen. 

 

With its hair on fire. 

 
Tito’s pregame minutiae: July 11 

by Jordan Bastian 

 



Prior to Wednesday’s game against the Reds, Indians manager Terry Francona held his daily briefing with reporters. Francona discussed 

Andrew Miller’s latest step forward, Tuesday’s bullpen mishap and more. Here are the highlights. 

 

Q: We saw Andrew Miller throwing on the mound. How’d that go? 

 
Francona: “Really well. I think every time he throws, he takes a step in the right direction. He threw 20 and then he took a break and then he 

threw 19. Saturday would be the next time he throws. We’re going to let the guys put their heads together, including Andrew, to see what that 

is. He’s getting to the point where he’s ready to face hitters. And we’re trying to figure out [how to set it up], because he does not like facing his 

own hitters, which, I get it. So, if he’s not going to get the most out of it, we’ve even talked maybe about sending him down to Akron or 

something. Nothing’s perfect. But, we’re going to get together and see what we think’s the best thing. The good side of it is he’s way more 

comfortable in his delivery. He even looks it. So, he’s trending in a good way, which is really obviously huge for us.” 

 

Q: He’ll need to have a Minor League rehab assignment, right? 

 

Francona: “It’s been a while now. He needs to pitch — I think for his own well-being. Not coming in with bases loaded. We rely on him so much. 
We’re fortunate that it’s July and we have time to let him get on a roll, because we’ve all seen what he can do when he gets on a roll. We’ve just 

got to do it right, and up to this point we have. I think we’re going to get rewarded for it at some point, because he’s going to help us a ton.” 

 

Q: How much do you hope that the time down can help him be more fresh come late September and October? 

 

Francona: “That would be the hope. But, you’ve got to do it right. If a guy comes back and you put a big load on him right away, that can kind of 

go against [you], because they’re not used to it. But, I think if we build him up, I can see this being huge for us.” 

 

Q: In light of Tuesday night’s communication mishap with pitching coach Carl Willis, is there anything you can do to streamline that process? 

 
Francona: “Well, speak more clearly. We talked about it. Believe me, I thought about it at 1 o’clock, I thought about it at 2 o’clock, I thought 

about it at 3 o’clock, I thought about it at 4 o’clock. Between six and eight, I actually slept. Carl did the same thing. Millsie [bench coach Brad 

Mills] came in kicking himself. He can’t do anything. I just said something. It doesn’t need to be streamlined. He thought I said ‘O.T.’ I said, 

‘O.P.’ It was a middle of an inning where all of our wheels were kind of spinning. I just wanted to make sure somebody was up in case Cody 

couldn’t get through it. And I had my mind on, ‘Do we walk Schebler?’ I’m trying to figure out if we bring in a lefty, ‘Can they let [Curt] Casali hit? 

Schebler hadn’t had much success tonight,’ but Cody wasn’t commanding his breaking ball at all. 

 

“So, I just went down real quick and said, ‘Make sure you get him up,’ and Carl said the same thing. He goes, ‘Man, I was thinking about, you 

know…’ But, what ended up happening, in my mind is, we have good enough guys, actually great guys, that probably want to take some of the 

responsibility off of me. I can’t let them do that, because it’s not right. It falls on me. But then, you’ve got to move on, too. 
 

“So, the best way for me to do that was I actually talked to the team today and told them that I thought I messed up. And I apologized, because 

I don’t like messing up. And inadvertently, I came in last night and I thought took responsibility, but I also put O.T. in a tough spot. And I didn’t 

want to do that. So, I told the guys, I said, ‘Hey man, that was not my intention.’ So, I thought that was the best way for me to move on. It was a 

tough one. It was a tough night. I didn’t sleep very good.” 

 

Q: In hindsight, are you surprised that at no point did Willis or bullpen coach Scott Atchison question the decision to get Dan Otero up? 

 

Francona: “We actually even talked about that, too. I told Atch, because Atch was killing himself. I said, ‘Put yourself [in my position in that 

situation]. Let’s look back at it.’ You can’t pick up the phone and go, ‘Are you sure?’ I mean, I’m probably going to end up shoving that phone up 
his [expletive]. You know, everybody is just so conscientious that it was just, it was a mistake. And I’m confident it won’t happen again. But, I 

don’t take it lightly either.” 

 

Q: Have there been other issues of miscommunication that maybe never see the light of day because it doesn’t go wrong like it did on 

Tuesday? 

 

Francona: “Never. Not here. I understand, but no, not here. I’m pretty diligent. We’ve never had a lineup snafu. Millsie and I check it 19 times, 

because we’re scared to death that it’s going to happen. But, no. It’s a very fair question. When you talk about streamlining or something, I just 

need to talk clearer. I was probably pissed and things weren’t going very well.” 

 
Q: It seemed like business as usual in the clubhouse before today’s game. Is that good to see from the players? 

 

Francona: “That’s why I also talked to them. It’s hard enough loss and I wanted to tell them that I felt for O.T. and that I care enough about them 

that, when I do something and when I make a mistake, I want them to know that I care. It’s not that I won’t always be perfect, but I thought they 

did deserve to hear that, because they are a special group to all of us in there and I wanted them to know that.” 

 

Q: Do you think any of the bullpen’s issues have been due to the mental blow of not having Miller there to help? 

 

Francona: “I thought there was a little bit of that in May, because things we’re going very well and that at times guys were trying to do too much. 

I think now things have settled down. Last night was a bad night and, I mean, we gave up a four-run lead. It hurts on a number of fronts, 
especially the way it ended. No, I think they’re OK. I think they know he’s coming and it will certainly help us. In the meantime, I think way back 

when this first happened, I remember saying, ‘I think in the long run it will make guys better,’ and I believe that. Mac [Zach McAllister] has had 



time to kind of get through some of those struggles, and O.T. I think we’ll be better for it. Our record might not be, but when we get fully healthy, 

we can be a better team.” 

 

Q: How hopeful are you that you are getting the Tyler Olson you expect to have now that he’s had the time off on the DL? 

 
Francona: “He seems to be champing at the bit, which is always a good thing. We gave him a day to throw on Monday, which we thought was 

good for him. And [he did] not throw [Tuesday]. So, when we knew he was healthy, we talked to [Marc Rzepczysnki], and Zep is as professional 

as you can be. [He was] unbelievable.” 

 

Q: And you were pretty up-front with Rzepczynski when you brought him up that some moves were coming… 

 

Francona: “We were very honest. It’s still not a conversation you look forward to, but I do think our communication with him helped. He was, like 

you guys know Zep, he’s a terrific kid. We love him. I hope he gets a Major League job. I hope he gets claimed, but if he doesn’t, I hope he 

stays with us, and we told him that.” 

 
Q: What has been the biggest key to Trevor Bauer’s consistency and high level of pitching this season? 

 

Francona: “Oh boy, there’s been more than one. What’s amazing to me is how he holds his stuff. I worry, I admit it, I worry. Not the biggest 

frame, but you look at pitch 110, you know, he can be his own reliever. And that’s a big compliment to him. He’s turned into one of the best 

pitchers in the league, and that’s exciting. I got asked last night about sending him back out. I don’t think that makes sense. I don’t think you 

routinely let guys throw 120 pitches. I don’t think that makes any sense. I would have had a harder time if somebody said, ‘Why didn’t you bring 

Cody in?’ Sometimes, that’s the way [I think about a decision]. If I’m going to make a decision, I’m like, ‘Can I live with it?’ That would have 

been wrong, sending him back out.” 

 

Terry Francona takes blame for Indians’ pitching mix-up 

By Adam Jardy     

CLEVELAND — A shockingly disastrous night for the Indians continued well into the early hours of Wednesday morning for manager Terry 

Francona. 

 

Tuesday night, the Indians surrendered seven runs in the ninth inning to blow a 4-0 lead and lose their fourth straight game. It’s the kind of stuff 

that gives managers nightmares, but it was worse than that this time for Cleveland. Clinging to a 4-3 lead with two outs in the ninth inning, 

Francona came to the mound to pull closer Cody Allen and bring in left-hander Oliver Perez to face Reds star Joey Votto, who bats from the left 

side. 

 

Then the bullpen door opened in right-center and out emerged right-hander Dan Otero, who had been warming up instead. That’s because 
when Francona told pitching coach Carl Willis to get “O.P.” warming up, which is Perez’s nickname, Willis instead heard Otero’s nickname: 

“O.T.” 

 

Nobody double-checked the multiple monitors in the dugout to make sure the correct pitcher was warming up, and nobody second-guessed the 

manager’s decision. As Otero trotted toward the mound, Francona was clearly unhappy and confused about what was happening. He gestured 

to the dugout for a left-hander and, when Otero reached the mound, quickly handed him the ball without a word and headed to the bench. 

 

Otero, who brought a 5.50 ERA to the mound Tuesday night, promptly surrendered a bases-clearing, game-clinching double to Votto on a 3-

and-2 pitch. 

 
So what could have been done differently, or what can be done to avoid similar future slip-ups? 

 

“Well, speak more clearly,” Francona said Wednesday afternoon. “Believe me, I thought about it at 1 o’clock, I thought about it at 2 o’clock, 3 

o’clock, 4 o’clock. Between 6 and 8 I actually slept.” 

 

As a result, the Indians manager said he spoke with the team on Wednesday to apologize for a mistake he has tried to take ownership of since 

the game ended. 

 

“You’ve got to move on too, so the best way to do that was I actually talked to the team today and told them that I thought I messed up and I 

apologized because I don’t like messing up,” he said. “I think inadvertently, I came in last night and took responsibility but I think I also put ‘O.T.’ 
in a tough spot and I didn’t want to do that. So I told the guys that was not my intention. I felt like that was the best way for me to move on.” 

Votto had been 0 for 4 in the game, and he was hitless in four career at-bats against Otero, which likely helped solidify what Willis thought he 

had heard from Francona. Bullpen coach Scott Achinson, who took the call from Willis, didn’t question the decision, which is what Francona 

said is how he’d expect him to handle the situation. 

 

“I said, ’Ach, let’s look back at it. You can’t pick up the phone: ‘Are you sure?’ ′ ” Francona said. “I’m going to end up probably shoving that 

phone up his (butt).” 

 

The communication mix-up was the first of its kind in Francona’s tenure in Cleveland, he said. As the Indians prepared to close out the three-

game series against the Reds, he tried to strike a balance of dealing with the situation and moving on to the next game. 
 

“You try to do what’s right,” he said. “I know I’m fortunate that I saw how everybody (tried to take the blame), but this was one that I needed to. 

It hurt. There’s no getting around it.” 



Triple-A All-Star Game | Tremie, Clippers coaches don’t mind extra work 

By George Richards  

With a break in what can be a very long season, Chris Tremie could have had a couple of days off. 

 

Instead, the manager of the Clippers took a working vacation. 
 

So, too, did the rest of his coaching and support staff. 

 

The Triple-A All-Star Game was held at Huntington Park for the first time on Wednesday night, and the Clippers were well-represented on their 

home turf. 

 

Not only was catcher Francisco Mejia and outfielder Brandon Barnes in the starting lineup as two of six Columbus players selected for the 

International League, but Tremie managed the IL with two of his coaches (Bobby Magallanes and Johnny Narron) manning the bases and 

pitching coach Steve Karsay working from the dugout. 

 
“This is a great event to be a part of, a great experience,” said Tremie, who also managed the IL team at the 2016 All-Star Game in Charlotte, 

North Carolina. 

 

“It’s nice to be home for this and not on the road.” 

 

The All-Star Game festivities definitely had a Columbus feel, with players and league VIPs being treated to trips to the Columbus Zoo & 

Aquarium as well as a big party Tuesday night at COSI. 

 

On the diamond, other Clippers on the IL roster were pitchers Mitch Talbot and Adam Wilk, catcher Eric Haase and shortstop Yu Chang. 

 
 

“It’s a neat event and one these guys are proud to be a part of,” Tremie said. 

 

Homecoming special 

 

Drew Dosch of Canal Winchester played the role of tour guide for a number of players as they wanted to know cool places to go around town. 

 

“The events here are fun and you know how hard everyone worked to put it all together,” said Dosch, a third baseman with Norfolk Tides, 

Baltimore’s top farm club. “We all came here to enjoy ourselves.” 

 
Dosch played his final game before the break in Durham, North Carolina, and rented a car there so he could drive home to central Ohio as 

soon as he could. 

 

On Monday, he and new wife Carly secured a new home in Canal Winchester. 

 

“I signed my life away,” he said with a bit of exasperation. 

On Wednesday, Dosch had a large cheering section as friends and family joined the announced crowd of 10,516 at Huntington Park who all got 

a chance to cheer when he came up in the seventh. Dosch popped out to end the inning. 

 

Schedule change 
While the Triple-A All-Star Game was broadcast on MLB Network as it has been since 2010, it wasn’t the only baseball going on Wednesday. 

For the first time in recent memory, this All-Star Game had to compete with big-league games because it wasn’t held during the off day 

following the Major League Baseball All-Star Game. 

The MLB All-Star event is at Nationals Park in Washington next week. 

 

Ken Schnacke, president and general manager of the Clippers, said there was a scheduling conflict in Washington which pushed things back a 

week. 

Cleveland plays host to the MLB All-Star Game next summer, and it will return to a traditional (July 9) place on the schedule. The 2019 Triple-A 

game will be in El Paso, Texas. 

“We booked all the hotel rooms, made all the plans and when we heard there was a change (in Washington), there was nothing we could do,” 
Schnacke said. 

 

Because of the conflict, the IL lost starting pitcher Enyel De Los Santos to a big-league recall as he made his debut with the Philadelphia 

Phillies on Tuesday. Without the conflict, however, players set to compete in the MLB Futures Game — such as Pacific Coast League starter 

Dakota Hudson as well as Mejia (who scored the game’s first run) — could attend the triple-A event. 

 

“Some of this works to our benefit,” Schnacke said. “We would have lost some Futures guys. There are pluses and minuses to everything, but 

this has worked out well. But even I forgot how much work this was.” 

 

Indians 19, Reds 4 | Jose Ramirez homers twice in Tribe’s beatdown 

By Adam Jardy  

CLEVELAND — For roughly 24 hours, the Indians had to contend with becoming a punchline after a communication gaffe contributed to a 

ninth-inning meltdown Tuesday night. 



On Wednesday night in the series finale against the Reds, they flipped the script and turned the game into a laugher. Already leading 2-0 after 

a first-inning home run from Jose Ramirez, the Indians sent 12 men to the plate in the bottom of the third inning and scored nine runs, building 

an 11-0 lead that even their beleaguered bullpen couldn’t blow. The Tribe went on to a 19-4 win that snapped a four-game losing streak. 

 

Every Indians player save for center fielder Greg Allen reached base and scored during the third. Michael Brantley led off the inning with a 
grounder under the glove of first baseman Joey Votto for a two-base error. It was capped by a towering three-run home run to right by Ramirez 

that landed mere feet from his first-inning blast. 

 

In between, Yonder Alonso hit a run-scoring single to become the fifth Indian to reach 50 RBI this season, Yan Gomes had a two-RBI single, 

Tyler Naquin singled off a diving Votto’s glove for an RBI and Brantley had a two-run single up the middle in his second at-bat of the inning. The 

nine-run inning was Cleveland’s second of the season, making the Indians the only team in baseball with that feat. 

 

The Indians’ outburst came after manager Terry Francona apologized to his team earlier in the day for how he handled a ninth-inning pitching 

change on Tuesday as the Reds scored seven unanswered runs to stun the Indians 7-4. 

 
Cincinnati, which won the first two games of this series by getting lengthy outings from its starting pitchers, had to turn to its bullpen with one 

out in the third and already trailing 5-0. In his shortest outing of the season, Tyler Mahle (7-7) lasted only 2 1/3 innings and allowed seven runs 

(five earned) while throwing 71 pitches. Entering the night, Mahle was fifth in the majors with a 2.04 ERA since June 1. 

 

For the second straight game, Ramirez belted a first-inning home run to help give the Indians a 2-0 lead. His two-run blast down the right-field 

line went an estimated 373 feet and scored Brantley, who reached base on a single. 

 

One year after a career-high 29 home runs, Ramirez has tied Albert Belle for the most home runs before the all-star break in Indians history 

with 27. 

 
He wasn’t alone with the power surge. In the fourth inning, Jason Kipnis blasted a two-run homer to right center and Francisco Lindor added a 

three-run shot to right that made it 17-0. That made Lindor and Ramirez the first pair of teammates in major-league history to be 25 years or 

younger and hit at least 25 home runs before the all-star break. 

 

Indians starter Carlos Carrasco (10-5) pitched five innings, allowing one run and striking out seven. Adam Plutko pitched the final four innings to 

earn his first career save. 

 

Rosenthal: The A’s should be buyers at the deadline; inside the Rockies’ turnaround; Mike Scioscia’s uncertain future; more notes 

By Ken Rosenthal Jul 12, 2018  24   

You know Billy Beane wants to go for it. 
 

Beane, the executive vice-president of the Oakland Athletics, always takes a shot when his team stands a chance of making the playoffs. If the 

A’s continue to surge and Beane holds or sells before the July 31 non-waiver deadline, the decision almost certainly will not reflect his wishes, 

but the preference of an ownership unwilling to add salary. 

 

The A’s began the season with a $65.9 million payroll, the lowest in the majors. Along with the Miami Marlins, Pittsburgh Pirates and Tampa 

Bay Rays, they are the subject of a grievance the players’ union filed to Major League Baseball in February, contending that they are not 

spending revenue-sharing money in the manner intended by the collective-bargaining agreement. 

 

Few expected the Athletics (52-41) to contend under such circumstances, and their odds of reaching the postseason remain long — they trail 
the Seattle Mariners by six games in the race for the second American League wild card, and Fangraphs projects their postseason chances to 

be only 16.1 percent. Other numbers, however, suggest the A’s should be thinking seriously about upgrading their roster before the non-waiver 

deadline on July 31. 

 

The A’s have won 18 of their last 22 games, including four of six from the AL Central-leading Cleveland Indians, a team that actually trails 

Oakland by a game in the overall AL standings. The Mariners, on the other hand, have cooled, going 11-10 in their last 21. 

 

Run differential, a measure used to project what a team’s actual record should look like, also indicates the A’s are closer to the Mariners than 

the standings suggest. The A’s are at plus-23, the Mariners at plus-14. Two other clubs — the Los Angeles Angels at plus-17 and the Rays at 

plus-18 — are in the same range. Both of those teams are slightly over .500, which probably is where the A’s and Mariners should be as well. 
 

No one would recommend that the A’s bust up their emerging core of young talent trying to secure a likely wild-card matchup against the New 

York Yankees or Boston Red Sox. No one should consider the A’s a true threat in such a game when their injury-depleted rotation includes 

three journeymen — Edwin Jackson, Brett Anderson and Trevor Cahill. 

 

Low-revenue teams, though, too often view their glass as half-empty rather than half-full. Who’s to say the Mariners’ dubious rotation will 

remain healthy and effective? Who’s to say the Athletics are bound to fall when their confidence is growing with each victory? 

 

It’s fair for Athletics ownership to want to see more, particularly when the AL West — unlike the league’s other two divisions — offers no truly 

weak opponents. But if the team stays within striking distance of the Mariners, there will be no excuse for holding back. The A’s cannot say they 
are pointing toward the opening of a new ballpark in the early 2020s when they have yet to even settle on a site. 

 

Beane wants to go for it; history tells us as much. 



If the A’s keep this up, ownership will be forced to show its hand. 

 

MLB open to pushing back player vote for ASG 

Houston Astros right-hander Justin Verlander summed up the sentiments of a number of players when he responded on Twitter to the 

objections of Rays righty Chris Archer to the snubbing of his teammate, lefty Blake Snell, for the All-Star Game: 
 

Verlander is absolutely correct, and MLB officials know it. According to sources, baseball is open to pushing back the player vote, just as it 

pushed back the fan balloting after making that process entirely electronic. The fan voting this season began on June 1, a full month later than it 

did the year before. 

 

Protecting the integrity of the player vote would be a concern; baseball uses Ernst & Young, a professional services firm, to count the players’ 

sealed paper ballots. Then again, it shouldn’t be difficult for the sport to design a secure website for the players’ selections. 

 

Under the current system, the players received their paper ballots on June 15 and returned them shortly thereafter, about three weeks before 

the teams were named. With more time, the players would make more informed decisions. 
 

Snell, for example, produced a 0.63 ERA in four starts after June 15, and two of those games were against the defending World Series 

champion Astros. He almost certainly would have received stronger support if the vote had been later. 

 

Inside the Rockies’ turnaround  

About two weeks ago, the Colorado Rockies decided enough was enough. From June 15-22, Rockies starters allowed 11 first-inning runs in 

eight games. The team went 5-3 over that span, but allowed an average of more than seven runs per game. 

 

Seeking solutions, the Rockies held an informal pitching summit in Denver, with Mark Wiley, the team’s director of pitching operations, and 

Darryl Scott, its minor-league pitching coordinator, joining manager Bud Black, pitching coach Steve Foster and bullpen coach Darren Holmes 
from June 21 to July 4. 

 

The five enjoy a strong working relationship. Wiley twice was Black’s pitching coach in Denver and visits the team periodically, while Scott is 

familiar with most of the team’s younger pitchers. The Rockies clearly needed to make an adjustment — they lead the majors in first-inning runs 

scored, according to STATS LLC, but also first-inning runs allowed. 

 

According to Black, the message conveyed to the players was, “This can’t continue.” Different ideas were kicked around — adjustments in pre-

game routines, adjustments in the completion of warm-up sessions, adjustments in mindset to a one-pitch-at-a-time approach. And evidently, 

something clicked. 

 
Rockies starters in the last 11 games have produced a 2.06 ERA, with the team going 8-3. The bullpen also has shown signs of improvement 

since the return of righty Adam Ottavino from a right oblique strain on June 14. The Rockies are only two games over .500, but if right-hander 

Jon Gray and reliever Bryan Shaw revive, they still might mount a threat in the NL West. 

 

Scioscia’s future with Angels uncertain 

Both New York teams changed managers after last season, and both Los Angeles teams face decisions regarding their on-field leadership after 

this season, with the Dodgers’ Dave Roberts and Angels’ Mike Scioscia in the final years of contracts. 

 

Roberts should be more than safe — he was NL Manager of the Year in 2016, led the team to Game 7 of the World Series in ’17 and helped 

the club rebound from its 16-26 start this season. But Scioscia might be in a more precarious position. 
 

The Angels’ 47-45 record and fourth-place standing is not Scioscia’s fault, not when injuries have forced the team to use a major-league 

leading 50 players. But a third straight mediocre season might persuade the Angels to try a new voice after 19 years with Scioscia as manager. 

 

From all indications, Scioscia works well with Angels GM Billy Eppler, who took over after the 2015 season. An extension certainly would not be 

out of the question, considering owner Arte Moreno’s history of supporting Scioscia. 

 

On the other hand, Eppler hired two potential replacements for Scioscia, bench coach Josh Paul and special assistant Brad Ausmus, after last 

season. Scioscia, 59, is not old, but as the players skew younger, the trend in the game is toward younger managers. The Yankees, Red Sox 

and Washington Nationals all made changes after reaching the playoffs last season, reinforcing the instability of the position. 
 

Around the Horn 

— The Braves want to add a starter, reliever and hitter, but the trade market is thin on controllable talent and GM Alex Anthopoulos is reluctant 

to trade prospects for rentals, according to major-league sources. 

 

Pitching is the Braves’ priority; offensively, they have no obvious holes. At third base, for example, their urgency to upgrade is not as 

pronounced as many expected — Johan Camargo is batting .256 with seven homers and a .790 OPS since the release of Jose Bautista on 

May 20. 

 

A right-handed hitter who could handle center field would figure to hold some appeal; Ender Inciarte entered Wednesday batting .208 with a 
.536 OPS in 108 plate appearances against lefties. Inciarte, however, offers stellar defense in center, and the Braves do not need help against 

lefties; their .804 OPS against lefties rank second in the majors only to the Yankees’ .838. 

 



— The Minnesota Twins, who are 8 1/2 games behind the Indians, look like a certain seller. Still, it’s possible the Twins might wait a bit – 

they’ve won six of seven, and their upcoming schedule isn’t terribly taxing. They host the Rays for four games before the All-Star Game before 

visiting the Royals and Toronto Blue Jays for their first six after the break. 

 

The Indians, meanwhile, have lost four of their last five entering a four-game home series against the Yankees. Their bullpen remains a major 
problem, ranking 28th in the majors in opponents’ OPS, ahead of only the Rockies and Kansas City Royals. 

 

— And finally, baseball has co-produced with PBS a documentary on Ted Williams for the network’s American Masters series. Williams is the 

first baseball player American Masters has profiled. The documentary, which will premier the week after the All-Star Game, will include fresh 

interviews and new footage. 

 

“If I tell you that I’m going to play baseball again, would you believe me?”: Julio Franco is still going strong 

By Sung Min Kim 2h ago  5   

GIMHAE, SOUTH KOREA — Sandong Stadium is not easily accessible by public transportation. The nearest bus station, 

Sangdongmyeonsamuso, is a 20-minute walk from the venue. It is located in Gimhae, Gyeongsangnam-do, South Korea, about 15 miles from 
the big metropolitan city of Busan. The area has a quiet country vibe: Car shops with old rusted signs, open green fields, bumpy roads, and 

mountains tangled with mist. 

 

If you want to talk to Julio Franco nowadays, you have to drive to Sandong Stadium. When you get close, you reach a tunnel. After going 

through darkness for about 200 yards, you emerge into the light, greeted by the majestic sight of a baseball field surrounded by mountains. 

 

Sangdong Stadium is home to the Lotte Giants’ affiliate in the Futures League, the Korea Baseball Organization’s equivalent of the minor 

leagues. It is also where a three-time Major League All-Star and 1991 American League batting champion has his office these days. Franco, 

who will turn 60 in August, is in his second year as the Lotte Giants’ Futures League hitting coach. 

 
After 2015, when Franco was a player-manager for the Ishikawa Million Stars in a Japanese independent league, he originally planned to return 

home to the Dominican Republic to rest after an elbow surgery. But when the Lotte Giants made an offer, Franco decided to add another 

Korean chapter to his journey. He had played for the Samsung Lions back in 2000, hitting .327/.403/.509 with 22 home runs as a 41-year-old. 

Now Franco lives with his wife, Yaris, in the Sajik area of Busan, the home of the Lotte Giants, and makes the daily 30-minute commute to 

Sang-dong. 

 

The Giants start their practice around 10 a.m. and run the usual infield and outfield drills. Coach Franco shows up about a half hour later, in 

uniform and carrying a bat, accompanied by his translator. Franco positions himself by the back netting to prepare for ball toss drills. Physically, 

the only discernible difference from his playing days is that he has grown a grey beard; it is the only aspect of his appearance that indicates his 

age. Franco’s arms and chest are bigger than those of any Giants prospect he coaches. He still lifts five times a week. 
 

“I gotta take care of this vessel,” Franco tells The Athletic. “This is where I’m spending all of my time. You got one life to live. If you don’t take 

care of your body when you’re young, believe me, it’s going to be too late when you’re old.” 

 

Not many of Franco’s players speak English, but they understand their coach’s intent. Both Franco and his translator, Seo Jung-Min, work with 

each individual hitter on their drills. He diagnoses every single swing, relaying his messages through Seo, who honed his English during his 

high school and college days in Texas and Arkansas. When Franco likes what he sees, he lets out a “Good! Good!” and promptly tosses 

another ball.  After one swing from a student, Franco takes a step back, demonstrates the flaw with his own bat, and then shows off a proper 

swing path. 

Everyone wants to ask this question, and they want the answer to be “yes”: Is Julio Franco still playing? Well, as of this moment, he is focused 
on coaching, and he describes his playing career — for now — as “on hold.” 

 

Then he asks a question of his own: “If I tell you that I’m going to play baseball again, would you believe me?” 

 

He repeats it. “If I tell you that I’m going to play in the majors again at the age of 60, would you believe me?” Franco beams, and follows that by 

saying that he believes he can. “But would you believe me?” 

 

He acknowledges that the odds are not great. In fact, he adds that it’s not easy for players significantly younger than he is. “All the guys now, 

ages 36, 37, 38 and 39, they are getting released. There’s an article about how older guys can’t hit fastballs — 96, 97, 98 (miles per hour). The 

relief pitchers are throwing significantly harder and there are more strikeouts than hits in the big leagues — it’s really hard now,” Franco says. 
 

“But people only believe what they want to believe,” he adds. “People only measure you with their own brain capacity. They can’t think beyond 

that. But you can go beyond your brain capacity — if you believe in yourself, if you believe that you can conquer this, and if you believe that you 

can do this. At first, people are going to say, ‘I don’t believe it.’ 

 

“But if you achieve it, they clap and say you’re great.” 

 

Originally signed by the Phillies out of the Dominican Republic, Franco made his pro debut with the Butte Copper Kings of the Pioneer League 

in 1978. He got to the majors in 1982 and played there for 23 seasons with the Phillies, Rangers, Indians, White Sox, Devil Rays, Braves and 

Mets. He set the modern standard of longevity among MLB fans by playing into his late-40s and, at 47, becoming the oldest player ever to hit a 
home run and a grand slam. 

 



Asia has also been a major part of his career. Franco played for the Chiba Lotte Marines of Nippon Professional Baseball in 1995, as a result of 

the 1994 players’ strike in the Major League Baseball; he returned to Chiba for another season in 1998; and after receiving only one Major 

League at-bat with the Devil Rays in 1999, Franco came to Korea in 2000 and played for the Samsung Lions of the KBO. He describes his 

Asian baseball experiences as a series of adjustments. 

 
Franco recalls instances in which he had to educate himself in the different ways his teammates took care of business, both on and off the field. 

It could be something as simple as ordering food or getting dressed in the hotel, or sliding into second base during a double-play grounder. 

“Here, a friend told me that, when you got a man in first and third, and there’s a grounder to the shortstop, they don’t try to break up the double 

play,” he said. “In the United States, I break up the double play so the run scores. Here, it’s more of a friendlier game. In the United States, it’s a 

hard-nosed game — and you have to adjust to it. As soon as you adjust to it, you’re fine. But if you don’t get adjusted to it quickly, it plays a 

mad trick on your game.” 

 

“In Japan, it’s the Japanese way. In Korea, it’s the Korean way, and I understand that. Most guys have to get adjusted to it.” 

 

Franco amassed more than 2,500 base hits in his Major League career. Still, he respected the ways that Japanese and Korean players went 
about their business, and made adjustments to his own game in response. In the long history of former Major Leaguers going to play in Asia, 

openness to new ideas, and a willingness to modify their approach, have proven to be a big part of long-term success (Eric Thames is a recent 

example). 

 

Franco says he became a better hitter after learning and playing in Asia. 

 

“I had to be more patient,” Franco told The Athletic. “The game didn’t challenge me with as many fastballs inside as I was used to. They played 

more of a mind game, so patience was more required.” 

 

The numbers may prove his point. Franco spent his age-36 season in Japan with the Chiba Lotte Marines and hit .306 with a .820 OPS. He 
came back stateside the next season and hit .322 with .877 OPS with the Indians. In 2000, at 41 years old, Franco played in Korea for the 

Samsung Lions. He came back to the majors the next season and, chugging into his mid-40s, went on to hit .296 with a .791 OPS for the next 

four years. 

 

Now, as hitting coach, Franco teaches his expertise to young hitters in the Lotte Giants system. There are areas in which Korean hitters could 

improve, he’s observed — which, he adds, is inevitable due to a relatively short history of baseball in the peninsula. “Korea is still going through 

the process of learning a lot about the game,” Franco says. “I believe that Korean players right now are very strong, big, and if you see their 

game, they are very advanced and quick.” 

 

One issue Franco points out is plate discipline. “On a full count, the fear of strikeout is what I see,” he diagnoses. “The 3-2 count is like ‘I need 
to put the ball in contact.’ So instead of seeing the ball, recognizing the pitch and hitting it, they just assume it’s going to be there and swing. 

They end up swinging at a lot of balls instead of strikes. They are good hitters. Korean players have the best hand-eye coordination that I’ve 

ever seen. But like I said, in hitting, you gotta have good foundation and good balance,” Franco adds. “And here, those things are not quite 

there yet.” 

 

But the talent is real. Franco points to a top Lotte Giants prospect, 19-year-old 3B Han Dong-Hui, as a recent example. Han was drafted by 

Lotte in the first round last year out of Gyeongnam High School. The Lotte fans have already labeled him as the “Little Lee Dae-Ho,” a 

reference to the two-time KBO Triple Crown winner, three-time Batting Title winner and 2010 KBO Most Valuable Player, a former Major 

Leaguer with the Seattle Mariners. Han has been back and forth between the KBO and the Futures League in his three-month professional 

career, which is not unexpected for a kid who was playing high school ball this time last year. In 39 career KBO games, the third baseman has 
hit .229/.276/.339 with two home runs. Down in the Futures League, working with Franco, he has shown much more, hitting .430 with a 1.322 

OPS and 12 home runs in 29 games. 

 

Franco is confident that Han has the talent of a future Major League slugger. “If you take Dong-Hui through the minor leagues, by the age 23 or 

24, he’s going to be in the majors and he’ll hit 30 home runs every year,” Franco says. “That’s how talented he is. No doubt in my mind. Say 

let’s put him in the A-ball now. He’d see 91 to 93 (miles per hour). In Double-A, he’d see 93 to 98. Then by the time he’s in the big leagues, he’d 

be used to high-quality velocity and pitches… If he goes through the [developmental] process here and goes to the majors, the adjustment 

would be too great.” 

 

Franco adds that there are a lot of prospects like Han in Korea. “They have to go through the process of physically and mentally getting 
stronger,” he says. “Lifting weights, biomechanics, nutrition, protein — all that kind of stuff that you need to be a professional baseball player.” 

 

So far in 2018, under Franco’s tutelage, the Futures League Giants lead the Southern division in batting average (.303), home runs (79), on-

base percentage (.371), slugging percentage (.485) and OPS (.856) as of June 22.  

 

“I just want to help,” Franco says. “If I can help one guy to become a better hitter, I’m happy. If I can help Korea — I’m grateful that I’m here — 

in any aspect of the game, I’m grateful. That’s what makes me happy.” 

To emphasize the importance of will, Franco points to two historical figures: Michael Jackson and Steve Jobs. “Did they become great early or 

late in their careers?” he asks. 

 
As for Jackson, Franco points out that the pop star saw fame early in his life with The Jackson 5, but it was merely what his family dictated for 

him. “He knew what he truly wanted in his heart, what he could be, later when he became independent,” Franco says. “[Jackson] was thinking 

‘Well, I gotta do this by myself. I gotta find Michael.’ Steve Jobs is the same thing. ‘You don’t believe me. I gotta do my own things.’ Those are 



the things that I see in successful people. You gotta find yourself, the meaning of who you are. Who do you want to become? What are you on 

this planet for? And those things take time. You gotta know yourself, because no one else is going to believe you.” 

 

Franco’s journey in professional baseball began during the Jimmy Carter administration. Thirty-six years later, at the age of 55, he took at-bats 

for the Fort Worth Cats of United League Baseball. At age 59, he may still have ambitions and goals, but he does not want to speak of them. 
 

“I think everybody has that goal in life, but those goals, you shouldn’t mention them,” Franco says. “Work hard for it. And when it happens, and 

if someone asks you [how you did it], you tell them “It’s what I’ve been working for my whole life,” but wait till you get there. Because what if you 

don’t get there? Then everybody thinks that you’ve failed.” 

 

“For me, if I don’t get there, I didn’t fail. The journey is what matters. And I’m enjoying the journey.” 

 

But, of course, he misses playing. After all, we are talking about a guy who played in the majors up to the age of 48, an independent ball as a 

55-year old, and a player-manager in Japanese independent league in his late-50s. 

 
“When I look back now,” said Franco, “from 1978 to the present day, I met a lot of good people. I’ve played with a lot of good people. I’ve been 

to a lot of good countries. Thank the Lord for giving me that opportunity. ¡Todo Bien!” 

 

Franco then says “Quizás, mucha gente me diga, ‘si podría que mejor…’” (“Maybe, many people tell me, if it could’ve been better…”) Then he 

shakes his head in disapproval. “No, no, no, no — that’s their opinion. To me, it’s been great. La historia continúa — the story continues.” 

 

It’s a misty afternoon in Gimhae and around 11:30 a.m., the players make their way to the team cafeteria for lunch. The KT Wiz’s Futures 

League team, the Giants’ opponents today, take the field to get their turn for a warm-up. The game starts at 1:00 p.m., and fewer than a dozen 

people are in attendance. 

 
KBO games are known for their fanfare: cheerleaders, loud songs, crowd chants. There’s none of that in the Sangdong Stadium. There are only 

232 seats in the venue, and they are all nested behind and above home plate, offering a nice view to the fans who trek all the way out here. 

The venue feels more like a zen chamber than an entertainment arena. That’s just the way it is in the Futures League. The hitters are here to 

work towards a level where they’ll have their own cheer songs. 

 

As a man who’s seen a lot of fanfare in his career, Julio Franco is the zen master of this chamber in the mountains. 

 

Fans look at Franco’s commitment to his own health and his desire to play and want to see him back in uniform and stepping up at-bat. (He cut 

out greasy food out of his diet, here in the land of irresistible barbecue and fried chicken: “I don’t allow myself to eat it,” Franco says. “Korea has 

a lot of greens, veggies, fruits, fish — lots of good stuff here. Why would I want to eat the wrong food for my body? If I have the opportunity to 
eat the best thing, why would I eat the bad thing?”)  They look up to him as the symbol of longevity and love for the game, a modern-day 

Satchel Paige. While he hasn’t seen playing action since 2015, Franco says he never stopped playing. “They stopped me,” as Franco puts it. 

 

Wherever the road may lead — from rookie ball in the middle of Montana, to driving in the winning run of the 1990 All-Star Game off Rob Dibble 

in Wrigley Field, to becoming the oldest MLB hitter to hit a home run and a grand slam, to being a player-manager in Ishikawa Prefecture, to 

instructing hitters in Gyeongsangnam-do — Franco’s baseball voyage continues. He says he misses his family back in the Dominican Republic, 

but won’t let that stop him from living out his dream. 

 

“I’m not bound to one place on this planet,” he says. “The Earth is for us to live.” 

 

Aaron Boone: Aroldis Chapman’s good to go 

By Erik Boland 

BALTIMORE — Aroldis Chapman’s balky left knee isn’t the reason the closer hasn’t pitched since coming out of Saturday’s game in Toronto 
after one-third of an inning. 

“We feel pretty good about where he’s at right now,” Aaron Boone said before Wednesday night’s game. “He’s been an option for us, really, 
every day since we took him out in Toronto. He’s good to go.” 

Boone spent a few minutes chatting with Chapman at his locker before Wednesday night’s game. 

“I like to check in with him every day, just talking about different things coming up,” Boone said. 

Chapman, named to his fifth All-Star team Sunday night, is having one of the best seasons of his career, 24-for-25 in saves with a 1.42 ERA. 

Boone said it is still up in the air whether Chapman will be available for Tuesday night’s All-Star Game in Washington. 

“I don’t know yet,” Boone said. “We’ll kind of see how this week goes.” 

Day off for Didi? 

Didi Gregorius has played in 86 of the Yankees’ 91 games, including Wednesday night’s, and Boone would like to get the shortstop a day off 
during the four-game series in Cleveland, but made no guarantees. 

“I’ve been kind of wanting to give Didi a day here at some point,” Boone said. “[But] he’s just so important to our club on both sides of the ball. 
He’s playing really well right now. With the break coming he’s one of those guys I feel could really use it because we’ve leaned on him so 
heavily. So we’ll just see.” 



More good news for Sanchez 

For a second straight day Gary Sanchez (right groin strain) did extensive work on the field four hours before the game, which included running 
and doing pop-up throws to the bases. Sanchez, whom the Yankees hope to start on a rehab assignment perhaps as soon as Sunday, also 
took full BP on the field. The timetable for his return remains the first game after the All-Star break. 
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Yankees, now 3 1/2 behind Red Sox in AL East, react to being 4-5 vs. awful Orioles 

By Randy Miller  

BALTIMORE -- Yankees right fielder Aaron Judge struggled to come up with a good answer Tuesday night when he was asked why his 
powerhouse club has so much trouble with the worst-in-baseball Baltimore Orioles. 

"I wish I knew," Judge said after a 6-5 walk-off loss at Oriole Park left the Yankees 4-5 this season against the 26-66 Orioles. "If we knew, we'd 
be able to stop them." 

A day after splitting a Monday doubleheader with the Orioles, the Yankees built a 5-3 seventh-inning lead and then lost on a ninth-inning, two-
out, walk-off single by Jonathan Schoop that deflected off first baseman Greg Bird's glove. 

If the Orioles win again Wednesday night, they'll win their second four-game series of the season against the Yankees, who are 4-0-1 with one 
sweep against everyone else in four-gamers. 

Andujar responds to Yanks showing interest in Machado 

What is going on? 

"They bring they're A game, I guess," losing pitcher Dellin Betances said. 

These losses are a big reason why the Yankees are 3 1/2 games behind the first-place Boston Red Sox in the AL East standings. 

And do we really need to remind anyone that finishing second in the AL East this year will mean playing another do-or-die Wild Card playoff 
game instead of advancing right to a best-of-five Division Series? 

We told Bird that late Tuesday night and he danced around the question by answering it this way: 

"Games are games. Outs are outs and hits are hits. Pitches are pitches. You just keep going. That's the way I look at it, to be honest. I show up, 
I play, then we turn the page and we do it again." 

But what about the Red Sox being 3 1/2 games up on the Yankees, who haven't been this far off the pace since April 26. 

"I don't know," Bird said. "The last Red Sox game I watched was that Sunday night (when the Yankees won 11-1 on July 1). I don't know what 
to tell you. I'm focused on our team and our guys and what's going on here on the field that we're on. That's really it for me." 

That's all fine and dandy, but the Yankees shouldn't have a losing record to the Orioles after nine meetings. 

The Red Sox, by the way, are 9-1 against the Orioles, outscoring them 54-24. 

"Well, they're major league ballplayers," Judge said of the Orioles. "They're a great team over there. Things just didn't go our way today. They 
made a lot of great plays and they got key hits when they needed to and they came out on top." 

Which starting pitcher should be top Yankees trade target? 

That line about the Orioles being a "great team" is ridiculous, of course. 

The Orioles still have on-the-block superstar shortstop Manny Machado, who homered twice on Tuesday, plus Adam Jones, Jonathan Schoop 
and Mark Trumbo are dangerous hitters, but they also have a lot of holes in their lineup and a shoddy pitching staff that often looks good facing 
the Yankees. 

"They seem to always play us good from the time I've been here," Betances said. "They've got some great hitters obviously. You've got to make 
good pitches when you're playing them. Any time they play the Yankees, I'm sure they're trying to beat us." 
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A Yankees Blowout Rooted in a Single Impossible Decision 

By Billy Witz 

BALTIMORE — The relaxed rhythms of a baseball game allow time for thoughtful consideration. A catcher can ruminate about what sign to put 
down for his pitcher. A batter can survey the defense and infer how he will be pitched. And a manager is rarely stuck without sufficient time to 
get the right pitcher warm. 

Every once in a while, though, a rapid-fire decision must be made. 

And sometimes, as happened here on Wednesday night, the direction of a baseball game can pivot on it. While Greg Bird belted a grand slam, 
Sonny Gray delivered a salving performance and the Yankees got out of town with a resounding 9-0 victory over the Baltimore Orioles, the 
roots to their agreeable getaway could be traced to a single play. 

With no score, runners at the corners and one out in the third inning, Didi Gregorius hit a crisp one-hopper back to pitcher Dylan Bundy and the 
course for the rest of the game was set in motion. 

As soon as the ball settled into the glove of the right-handed Bundy, he faced a choice: throw home to get Brett Gardner, who had bolted from 
third, or turn and fire to shortstop Manny Machado at second to start a 1-6-3 double play. 



There were other considerations to be made: Gregorius is a swift runner, so the double play would have to be turned crisply. But the reward for 
doing so would be considerable: It would strand the dangerous Giancarlo Stanton in the on-deck circle. 

So, as Bundy gathered the ball, the quick calculus was made. 

The sight of Gardner breaking for home proved alluring enough that Bundy threw to catcher Caleb Joseph, who ran at Gardner and tagged him 
out, removing a runner from third base. 

You have 3 free articles remaining. 
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“The ball was hit at me, and I don’t want the runner to score because I was able to see he was halfway down the line, and I gave it up to Caleb,” 
Bundy said. “I thought about that after the play, after I got back in the dugout.” 

Gardner called his decision to go almost automatic. 

“If it’s a little dribbler in front of the plate where I know I’m going to be out but they don’t have a chance to turn a double play, then I’m going to 
stay at third,” Gardner said. “But a ball that’s hit hard like that to the pitcher, I’m gone.” 

Added the Yankees’ third-base coach, Phil Nevin: “Even with no outs, you want to do the same thing. That’s just a good baseball play.” 

Orioles catcher Caleb Joseph tagged Brett Gardner out in the third inning on a play that ultimately proved costly for Baltimore.CreditTommy 
Gilligan/USA Today Sports, via Reuters 

“Dylan’s a baseball player who happens to be a pitcher,” Showalter said. “He makes a lot of great decisions fielding his position. The game 
never seems to catch him by surprise.” 

The extra work required of Bundy would prove his undoing. After throwing a pair of sliders that badly fooled Stanton — who had also swung at 
and missed a pair in his first at-bat — Bundy left another one over the heart of the plate. 

Stanton’s grounder went off the glove of third baseman Tim Beckham and away from Machado, eventually reaching the outfield grass as Aaron 
Judge raced home from second. 

Then the at-bats turned arduous. 

Aaron Hicks worked a full-count walk to load the bases before Bird fouled off four consecutive 2-2 pitches: a fastball, a slider, a changeup and 
another fastball. By this point, Bird — who had struck out at the end of an 11-pitch at-bat against Bundy in the second — had seen all the right-
hander had to offer. 

So, when Bundy delivered a curveball — a pitch that Bird had taken for a strike twice already in the game — the left-handed hitter was not 
fooled. He drove it deep to right field and watched as it clanked off the foul pole for a grand slam. 

It was the second night in a row in which Bird drove in four runs, but unlike Tuesday night, when the Yankees squandered a late lead and lost 
6-5 on a game-ending single off Bird’s glove, his offense was plenty. 

Gray, who lasted a total of four and one-third innings in his previous two starts, turned in one of his best outings of the season, shutting out the 
Orioles for six innings, allowing three hits, one walk and striking out eight. 

It also may have saved Gray’s spot in the rotation when he returns from the All-Star break, though Manager Aaron Boone evaded that question 
before the game. 

“To read in what it means exactly I don’t want to go there,” Boone said. 

It was also an uplifting night for Tyler Wade, who was demoted in May and recalled last week when Gleyber Torres went on the disabled list. 
Wade, who entered with a .103 average, singled, doubled and homered — the first of his career. Austin Romine added a solo homer, his sixth 
of the season. 

Mostly, though, it was a satisfactory end to a disappointing visit, in which the Yankees split four games with the woeful Orioles, who are 41 
games below .500 but have beaten the Yankees five times in 10 games. 

Now, the Yankees head to Cleveland, which will serve as a gateway to the All-Star break when they can unwind and spare themselves the type 
of decisions that can unspool a baseball game. 
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Yankees option Brandon Drury to Triple-A to make room for Luis Cessa 

By MIKE MAZZEO 

  BALTIMORE – So much for the idea of Brandon Drury sticking with the Yankees for the rest of the season upon his recent promotion from 
Triple-A Scranton. 

In an eyebrow-raising move, Drury was optioned back down to the RailRiders to make room for Luis Cessa, the team’s starter for Game 2 of 
Monday’s doubleheader against the Orioles. 

The 25-year-old went 0-for-4 with a strikeout in the team’s Game 1 loss to Baltimore. 

Brandon Drury is heading back to the minors. 

 “Another one of those awful decisions,” Aaron Boone said. “We just feel like (Aaron) Hicks is good. We just feel like (Clint) Frazier covers us in 
the outfield and (Tyler) Wade gives us flexibility especially when we get back to a three-man bench when we bring back (Masahiro) Tanaka 
tomorrow, and Wade’s a backup shortstop too so he gives us some protection there with Didi.” 

Boone was asked how Drury, who had dealt with migraines and blurred vision, reacted to the news. 



“I’m sure devastated. It’s terrible news to have to give a guy that I would (say) is a big leaguer and doesn’t belong there. But it’s unfortunately 
the situation right now so all we can do is encourage him to make the absolute best out of the situation,” Boone said. “He’s done a good job of 
that all year, of remaining focused until he gets another opportunity again.” 

Drury was 3-for-22 at the plate for the Bombers following his recall. 

Based on what Boone said, it sounded like Frazier will be the one optioned back down for Tanaka, with the bench being comprised of Neil 
Walker, Austin Romine and Wade going forward. 
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Gary Sanchez, Gleyber Torres inch closer to Yankees returns 

By George A. King III July 11, 2018 | 4:51am 

BALTIMORE — Gary Sanchez took two important steps to coming off the disabled list on Tuesday when he ran the bases and took batting 
practice on the field before the Yankees’ 6-5 loss to the Orioles at Camden Yards. 

“I would say very much that he is getting close. He is champing at the bit here to get going,’’ Aaron Boone said of his regular catcher, who has 
been out since June 25. “He will take batting practice with us and I would say shortly start to map out a rehab game or how many we want to 
give him with the hope that he would be ready to open the second half of the season.’’ 

Gleyber Torres played catch on the field Tuesday and, according to Boone, is making progress with a right hip strain that landed him on the DL 
on July 4. 

“Gleyber did tee-and-toss and was in the weight room. He is starting to do some activities,’’ Boone said of the All-Star second baseman, who 
will attend next Tuesday’s game in Washington, but not participate. “They were just waiting that he didn’t feel anything before he started 
ramping back up. Now that feeling is out of there when he does basic exercises he will start doing baseball activities and hopefully be on a 
similar time line Gary is on.’’ 

When the Yankees think about right-handed reliever Tommy Kahnle, they immediately revert to last year’s postseason, when he pitched 
effectively, and not his early season struggles, which got him sent to Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-Barre twice this year. 

“I think he is making progress and pitching well and put himself in the mix at some point,’’ Boone said of Kahnle, who was 1-1 with a 1.38 ERA 
in the last 13 games for SWB. In 13 innings, he struck out 22 and walked six. “When he is right and going we saw what he can do last year.’’ 

The emergence of Jonathan Holder has deepened the best bullpen in baseball and kept Kahnle in the minors, but it’s hard to ignore what he 
did for the Yankees last October. 

In seven postseason games, he worked 14 ¹/₃ innings, allowed six hits, whiffed 10, walked two and posted a 2.38 ERA. 
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