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San Francisco Chronicle 
Giants get big Andrew McCutchen homer but lose to Dodgers in 12 
Henry Schulman 
 
LOS ANGELES - Derek Holland, always the optimist, was pleased to learn the Giants will finish 
the season with three home games against the Dodgers. 
 
"It could be something crazy," Holland said before he recapped the final weekend of 2012, 
when his Texas Rangers needed to win one of three at Oakland to take the American League 
West, got swept and finished in second place. 
 
"Anything can happen," Holland said. 
 
Sadly for the Giants, they won a stirring final series of the year at Dodger Stadium, but might 
not have done enough to push themselves toward a position in which they really could make 
something happen. 
 
They won the first two games with ninth-inning rallies and had a huge comeback in the finale 
Wednesday night, but they lost 4-3 in 12 innings on Brian Dozier's sacrifice fly against Casey 
Kelly, who was making his second big-league appearance since 2016. 
 
Winning series is always the goal, but the clock is ticking. A three-game sweep would have been 
huge, and Andrew McCutchen rendered it possible when he hit a three-run homer in the eighth 
against left-hander Caleb Ferguson to tie a game that seemed lost. 
 
But an offense that continues to let this team down could do no more. After four innings of 
stout relief in a tie game by Ty Blach, Mark Melancon (with a game-saving strikeout of Manny 
Machado) and Kelly in his first of two innings, the Dodgers walked it off. 



 
The Giants left Los Angeles for Cincinnati four games behind third-place Los Angeles instead of 
two, and 5½ behind first-place Arizona instead of 4½. At this stage, those differences are huge. 
 
The offense has to find some sort of spark this weekend at Great American Ball Park, where 
nobody is going to get fat shooting for 2-1 wins. The Giants can't have their 3-4-5 hitters go 0-
for-15, as Evan Longoria, Buster Posey and Gorkys Hernandez did Wednesday night. 
 
At the same time, nobody can dismiss the Giants taking two of three on the road against a 
division foe in August. 
 
"It was a heck of a series," manager Bruce Bochy said. "It was a hard-fought series. I couldn't be 
prouder of these guys. Down three, Cutch came through in a huge way. It was a tough loss, no 
doubt. But you've got to love the fight. Each game, they scratched and clawed. We just couldn't 
find a way to score one more run." 
 
Sounds like a good epitaph for a season, no? 
 
Reyes Moronta allowed the Dodgers' first run on Yasiel Puig's leadoff double in the sixth and 
Joc Pederson's one-out sacrifice fly. The Dodgers then scored twice against Ray Black in the 
seventh to take a 3-0 lead. 
 
The Giants had some big moments along the way. 
 
Bochy got a run taken off the board with a successful video review that turned Matt Kemp's 
"RBI single" in the fifth into a great throw and tag by Hernandez and Posey to get Dozier out at 
the plate. 
 
Before allowing his run, Moronta got pinch-hitter Cody Bellinger to pop out in the first pitch 
with the bases loaded and two outs in the fifth 
 
Even so, the way the Giants flailed against Hyun-Jin Ryu for five innings in his return from a 
groin injury, L.A. looked like it finally had a lead safe enough for its flammable bullpen. 
 
They didn't. 
 
Hunter Pence singled to start the eighth against Ferguson, the second of his three hits, and 
Chase d'Arnaud walked. 
 
The crowd was still hyped up over a strikeout of new enemy Nick Hundley when McCutchen 
sent a hanging curveball over the center-field wall for his 14th homer. That tied him with 
Brandon Belt for the team lead and tied the game 3-3. 
 
You might think that McCutchen, his team down three, was thinking "yard." He said he wasn't. 



 
"The only time I ever think 'home run' is maybe the last round of B.P.," he said. "I just wanted to 
have a good at-bat." 
 
Pence gave the Giants their last best chance to win when he opened the 10th with one of his 
patented 20-foot worm-burning singles. After d'Arnaud's sacrifice, though, pinch-hitter Austin 
Slater grounded out, McCutchen took an intentional walk and Brandon Belt grounded into the 
third out. 
 
The winning rally began with a Yasmani Grandal double off Kelly. Max Muncy singled before 
Dozier hit a ball to center more than deep enough to send the Dodgers out of their dugout to 
celebrate the end of their five-game losing streak. 
 
The Giants moved on to a Thursday flight and three important games against a Reds team that 
has thrived under interim manager Jim Riggleman. 
 
"This is a big road trip," Holland said. "We've got to take advantage of where we are and push 
and get as many wins as we can." 
 
Five and a half games out with 40 to play. 
 
They need a lot of wins. 
 
San Francisco Chronicle 
Giants, Dodgers await discipline decision for Nick Hundley, Yasiel Puig 
Henry Schulman 
 
LOS ANGELES — What would the Giants-Dodgers rivalry be without Juan Marichal going after 
Johnny Roseboro with a bat? Or Reggie Smith climbing into the stands at Candlestick Park to 
take on a fan? Or Yasiel Puig vs. Madison Bumgarner, or now, Puig vs. Nick Hundley? 
 
“If you look at these two clubs, the history, there have probably been a few more of these,” 
manager Bruce Bochy said Wednesday as he and everyone else awaited word from the league 
office on possible discipline for Puig and Hundley after Tuesday night’s fight. 
 
Puig feels targeted, particularly by the Giants, telling L.A. reporters that he seems to draw the 
ire only of San Francisco players, and only at Dodger Stadium. Players and coaches from other 
teams might snicker at that. Puig’s self-flagellation when he misses a pitch and other actions on 
the field bug other teams, too. 
 
To the Dodgers and his fans, however, Puig is simply showing some personality in a game that 
often lacks it. Hundley took a lot of heat in the day-after discourse from fans for starting the 
altercation by hollering at Puig. 
 



Bochy said he has mellowed on actions by opponents. 
 
“There are certain players in the league, guys you look at that other people get frustrated with, 
where there’s a lot of drama every at-bat,” he said. “You know what? The game has changed a 
lot. I don’t get caught up in it as much as we’ve got to get these guys out. 
 
“I don’t let things bother me as much anymore. I don’t put a lot of thought into what he does.” 
 
Crawford back: Brandon Crawford returned to the lineup two nights after getting woozy 
following his collision with left fielder Gorkys Hernandez. Crawford took a direct hit over his 
right eye from Hernandez’s thigh. Hernandez also kneed him in the chest. 
 
Crawford said he was not too worried about a concussion because he did not display many of 
the symptoms his teammates have had. The shortstop believes he could have started Tuesday 
night, but Bochy and the medical staff thought it was best he not. 
 
“Precautionary reasons,” Crawford said. “If I got hit in the head again, or made a diving play and 
jarred my head again, it wouldn’t have been very good. Tonight, it’s a lot better. I hope nothing 
happens, but it’s a lot safer today.” 
 
Rotation set: The club will skip the fifth spot in the rotation this turn and leave Casey Kelly and 
Ty Blach in long relief. Dereck Rodriguez, Bumgarner and Andrew Suarez will start in Cincinnati 
this weekend. 
 
San Francisco Chronicle 
Giants’ Hundley: Brawl with Puig will strengthen clubhouse bonds 
Henry Schulman 
 
LOS ANGELES — Nick Hundley took a few lumps Wednesday in the public discourse over l’affair 
Yasiel. 
 
The best conversation occurred on the Major League Baseball network on Sirius/XM, and the 
most interesting opinion came from co-host Brad Lidge, the former Phillies and Astros closer. 
 
Lidge acknowledged that Hundley was the aggressor, shouting at Yasiel Puig while the Dodgers 
right fielder had his back to the plate after Puig reacted angrily when he fouled off a hitable 
Tony Watson pitch. 
 
Lidge did not defend Hundley, but said he understood where the Giant was coming from. Puig 
reacts this way all the time, acting as though he should have killed a ball he hits foul or pops up 
or whatever, and in baseball circles that can be taken as showing up the pitcher. 
 
Madison Bumgarner has hollered at Puig for these histrionics. Funny thing is, Puig did it with 
Bumgarner pitching Monday night, and Bumgarner just turned his back and ignored it. 



 
Which is the mature thing to do, because Bumgarner needs to focus on getting outs and not 
worrying about his opponents’ behavior. At the same time, Lidge said, Hundley saw it transpire 
from the bench in the series opener and might have gotten fed up. 
 
Or maybe Hundley had a more devious plan. It’s a stretch, to be sure, but maybe he purposely 
tried to rile Puig not only to get the excitable Dodger off his game but to fire up his own 
teammates. 
 
Hundley had a telling comment after the 2-1 Giants victory as he praised players on both teams 
for having their teammates’ backs. 
 
“This is something that’s going to bring us closer together,” Hundley said. “This is a tight-knit 
group, but we’ll feed off that. Great win tonight.” 
 
Last year’s clubhouse might have needed a unifying event. This year’s doesn’t. The chemistry 
seems to have improved, but anything that seals the bond can’t hurt. 
 
Tuesday’s fight might also seal the bond on the other side, of course. 
 
The Dodgers are a wreck right now. They have fallen apart without closer Kenley Jansen, losing 
four straight games with four different pitchers giving it up in the ninth inning. On Tuesday, it 
was Kenta Maeda, who was shifted from the rotation. 
 
The Dodgers have lost five in a row and fell into third place behind the Diamondbacks and 
Rockies, though a mere two games out of the division lead. 
 
The Giants moved no closer to first place and stand five games out. This is the hole they have 
dug. They can win a series against one of the three teams ahead of them, on the road, and still 
be treading water. 
 
But they are fighting — in more ways than one. 
 
“No question,” manager Bruce Bochy said. “I couldn’t be prouder of them, what happened 
(Monday night) then coming back tonight. You’re living on the edge scoring one run. That 
makes it tougher on the road, but we fought back. This was a big win for us.” 
 
Both teams are awaiting word on discipline from the league office. 
 
Wednesday’s game: The Giants have a shot at their first sweep in Dodger Stadium since August 
2012. They also can secure the season series if they win behind a hot Derek Holland. 
 
Hyun-Jin Ryu returns for the Dodgers after a 3 1/2-month recovery from a severe groin injury. 
 



Brandon Belt will make his first start off the disabled list, and Brandon Crawford will return two 
nights after his collision with Gorkys Hernandez. 
 
Steven Duggar gets a night off, as does Chase d’Arnaud. Alen Hanson is in there again after 
driving in both Giants runs Tuesday night. 
 
The lineup: 
 
McCutchen RF, Belt 1B, Longoria 3B, Posey C, Hernandez CF, Crawford SS, Pence LF, Hanson 2B, 
Holland P. 
 
Rotation news: The Giants are going to use Thursday’s off day to skip the fifth spot in the 
rotation, leaving Ty Blach and Casey Kelly in the bullpen for the final Dodgers game and all 
three in Cincinnati, where Dereck Rodriguez, Madison Bumgarner and Andrew Suarez will pitch. 
 
MLB.com  
After McCutchen's clutch HR, Giants fall in 12 
Chris Haft 
 
LOS ANGELES -- The Giants absorbed a frustrating, but not particularly critical, defeat 
Wednesday night, as Brian Dozier's 12th-inning sacrifice fly drove in the winning run and gave 
the Dodgers a 4-3 victory at Dodger Stadium. 
 
Giants right-hander Casey Kelly gave up a double to Yasmani Grandal leading off the bottom of 
the 12th. Max Muncy singled Grandal to third. Then came Dozier, whose fly ball to left-center 
field scored Grandal easily. 
 
All was not lost for the Giants. They captured the first two games of the three-game series, 
perpetuating their dreams of securing a postseason berth. Capturing a National League Wild 
Card spot could be difficult for the Giants, given the plethora of contenders. But winning the NL 
West remains a realistic goal for San Francisco, though many games will become a must-win 
situation. 
 
The Giants overcame deficits in the eighth inning or later in all three games against the 
Dodgers. 
 
"It shows that we just don't quit, that we have to finish," said right fielder Andrew McCutchen, 
whose three-run, eighth-inning homer tied the game and forced extra innings. "Regardless of 
what the score is, regardless of what inning it is, at any given moment we can come alive and 
score some runs." 
 
The schedule illustrates why the Giants should maintain hope. Their next three series are 
against sub-.500 teams: the Reds, Mets and Rangers. Then comes a three-game showdown at 
home against the D-backs, the NL West leader. 



 
First comes the rest of the Giants' three-city, 10-game road trip, which takes them to Cincinnati 
and New York. 
 
"This is a big road trip," said Giants starter Derek Holland, who pitched 4 2/3 scoreless innings 
but exited after throwing 93 pitches. "We have to take advantage of where we are in this 
situation. We have to try to push and get all the wins we can." 
 
The Giants likely need to seize this opportunity, because September looms as a challenging 
month. Following a Labor Day weekend series at home against the Mets, San Francisco will play 
12 consecutive games against teams that currently own winning records: two series against 
Colorado, which sandwich confrontations against Milwaukee and Atlanta. 
 
The Giants are 27-35 on the road this season. However, they've won six of their last nine road 
games. 
 
McCutchen gave the Giants exactly what they needed in the eighth. San Francisco trailed, 3-0, 
when Hunter Pence singled and Chase d'Arnaud walked to open the inning against Caleb 
Ferguson, the Dodgers' second reliever after starter Hyun-Jin Ryu limited the Giants to three 
hits in six innings. 
 
Ferguson struck out Nick Hundley before McCutchen belted an 0-1 curveball over the center-
field wall for his 14th homer of the season, tying him with Brandon Belt for the team lead. 
 
The Dodgers snapped a scoreless tie in the sixth against Reyes Moronta. Yasiel Puig doubled, 
advanced on Grandal's long flyout and scored on Joc Pederson's sacrifice fly. 
 
Los Angeles added a pair of runs in the seventh off right-hander Ray Black, who courted trouble 
by walking Justin Turner. Manny Machado's double scored Turner before Matt Kemp lashed an 
RBI single 
 
"It was a heck of a series, a hard-fought series," Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. "It's good to 
see the fight in these guys. Every game, they fought and scratched and clawed. We just couldn't 
figure out a way to get one more run." 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Maybe Giants center fielder Gorkys Hernandez should try pitching when he's not busy playing 
outfield, his primary position. Hernandez scooped up Kemp's fifth-inning single and unleashed a 
throw that traveled at a velocity of 94.9 mph and carried 233 feet into catcher Buster Posey's 
glove, according to Statcast™. 
 
Hernandez's throw home retired Dozier, who appeared to have scored with a head-first slide. 
But the Giants immediately called for a replay review, which overturned the call. 
 



"I know I'm supposed to hit the cutoff man," said Hernandez, who went on to explain that 
throwing home to Posey was probably the only way to secure the out. 
 
"What a great play Gorkys made," Bochy said. "Great play by Buster, too, to keep it a tight 
ballgame." 
 
UP NEXT 
Following a day off -- which happens to begin a stretch of six of seven Thursdays when the club 
will be idle -- the Giants open a three-game series at Cincinnati on Friday at 4:10 p.m. PT. San 
Francisco will start right-hander Dereck Rodriguez (6-1, 2.25 ERA), their strongest NL Rookie of 
the Year Award candidate since Posey won the award in 2010. Rodriguez has recorded eight 
consecutive quality starts. He'll be opposed by Reds right-hander Anthony DeSclafani (6-3, 
4.46). 
 
MLB.com 
Giants skipping No. 5 starter, shuffling rotation 
Chris Haft 
 
LOS ANGELES -- Striving to enter the thick of the National League West race, the Giants opted 
to skip using a No. 5 starter and will send their hottest pitchers against the Reds this weekend 
at Great American Ball Park. 
 
Dereck Rodriguez, Madison Bumgarner and Andrew Suarez will start for the Giants from Friday 
through Sunday, respectively. Thursday's off-day enabled the Giants to use their top starters 
without costing them rest. San Francisco entered Wednesday trailing first-place Arizona by five 
games in the NL West. 
 
Bochy mentioned "keeping these guys in order" as a reason for skipping the fifth starter, who 
would have been either Ty Blach or Casey Kelly. Bochy's typical approach is to use the fifth 
starter as much as possible so that when an off-day materializes on the schedule, every starter 
can benefit from an additional day of rest. Even when the rotation featured All-Stars such as 
Tim Lincecum, Matt Cain and Ryan Vogelsong, Bochy kept the front five intact much more often 
than not. 
 
However, seizing the moment was essential for the Giants as they'll need a fifth starter on 
Tuesday vs. the Mets. 
 
Rodriguez has recorded eight consecutive quality starts. Bumgarner has compiled a 1.73 ERA 
over his last four starts. And Suarez pitched six scoreless innings in Tuesday's win over the 
Dodgers to end a five-game stretch in which he went 1-3 with a 7.43 ERA. 
 
Worth noting 
• Shortstop Brandon Crawford rejoined the starting lineup on Wednesday after missing 
Tuesday's game for precautionary purposes. Crawford endured a rough collision Monday with 



left fielder Gorkys Hernandez as they pursued Clayton Kershaw's pop fly. Crawford speculated 
that he could have played Tuesday, but wholeheartedly endorsed the Giants' careful approach. 
 
"Just in case something happened yesterday, getting hit in the head again somehow, or making 
a diving play and jarring my head again," Crawford said. 
 
• Bochy announced that right-hander Jeff Samardzija will pitch one more simulated game 
Friday in Cincinnati. He'll progress to a Minor League rehab assignment if that outing goes well. 
 
NBC Sports Bay Area 
Giants notes: On hot night in LA, McCutchen gets enough carry to tie the game 
Alex Pavlovic 
 
LOS ANGELES -- Andrew McCutchen claims he's never really up at the plate looking for a home 
run. Even in the situation Wednesday, with the Giants trailing by three and two on ahead of 
him, he was just thinking about having a good at-bat. This one turned into a great one.  
 
The Giants fell 4-3 in extra innings, but McCutchen was the one who made sure this night got 
extended. He had one of his best moments as a Giant, smoking a three-run shot to center off 
Caleb Ferguson to tie the game in the eighth. The homer was McCutchen's 14th. He said he 
briefly thought it might be just a long fly ball.  
 
"I've played in San Francisco all year," he said. "You hit the ball pretty good sometimes and it 
doesn't go out. I was hoping it would carry out." 
 
On a hot night at Dodger Stadium, this ball did, providing one of two big highlights on an 
otherwise sour night. The other came from Gorkys Hernandez, who threw Brian Dozier out at 
the plate with a 94.9 mph strike from center field. Dozier was initially ruled safe.  
 
"I saw Buster point to the dugout to try to review the play," Hernandez said. "When I saw the 
umpires go right to the side to see the replay, I said, we're going to have a good chance." 
 
The Giants usually have it right in those situations. They're now 17-for-22 on replays, the best 
mark in the league.  
 
--- Here, in the game story, I wrote on a missed opportunity.  
 
--- If you're keeping track at home, the Giants are at .500 for the 23rd time. They have spent 72 
days this season either .500, or one game above or below.  
 
--- In five second-half starts, Derek Holland has a 2.96 ERA, with 27 strikeouts in 27 1/3 innings. 
At some point, the focus will turn to bringing him back next season. 
 
 



NBC Sports Bay Area 
With a clean look at a sweep of Dodgers, Giants lineup comes up short 
Alex Pavlovic 
 
LOS ANGELES — About three hours before Wednesday’s game, Kenley Jansen jogged in from 
the visiting bullpen at a silent Dodger Stadium. He threw a simulated inning, the first step in his 
attempt to return from a heart scare. In the late innings, Jansen, for some reason, showed up 
on the steps of the press box, joking with team officials and local beat writers.  
 
Both times, his presence was a reminder of what the Dodgers were missing. Their closer, 
perhaps the best in the game, is on the sidelines, and their bullpen had no answers for three 
fascinating games with the Giants. The visitors took advantage twice, but on Wednesday, they 
fell short.  
 
The Dodgers once again tried to blow it, giving up three runs in the eighth, but in the 12th they 
prevailed on a sacrifice fly. After a 4-3 loss, Bruce Bochy turned to one of his favorite truisms.  
 
“Sure, you like to get greedy,” Bochy said. 
 
The Giants very nearly finished off what would have been a standings-rattling sweep. On a night 
when the first-place Diamondbacks were idle and the second-place Rockies lost, they failed to 
pick up ground on all three teams ahead of them. Instead, for the 23rd time this season, they 
found the .500 mark. At 61-61, they are 5 1/2 games behind the Diamondbacks and four behind 
the Rockies and Dodgers.  
 
Bochy spun the 72 hours here as a positive, not so much because the Giants took two of three, 
but because of how they did it. 
 
“The comebacks we had, the way we played, I’m good with it,” he said.  
 
The latest comeback came courtesy of Andrew McCutchen. He got a hanging curveball in the 
eighth and hit a high homer to dead center, erasing a three-run deficit with one swing. But on 
this night, McCutchen was just about alone in the production department.  
 
The Giants keep playing tense games in part because they have an inability to put opponents 
away early. Even a would-be blowout on Friday night ended with Will Smith in the game. 
Against Hyun-jin Ryu and a parade of Dodgers relievers, the lineup had just six hits in 41 at-bats. 
The 3-4-5 hitters — Evan Longoria, Buster Posey and Gorkys Hernandez — went a combined 0-
for-15. The Brandons, together in the lineup for the first time in three weeks, had two hits in 10 
at-bats. Hunter Pence had three hits, McCutchen the bomb. Otherwise, it was silent.  
 
Perhaps that will change in Cincinnati. McCutchen, the longtime Pirate, smiled as he talked of 
his many games at “the Great American SmallPark.” It’s a soft landing spot for hitters, and the 



Giants will need to take advantage. This was a road trip where they needed to make up ground, 
and while there was progress in Los Angeles, there’s still a long way to go.  
 
“We did what we were trying to do,” starter Derek Holland said. “We’re trying to gain some 
ground and being able to take two out of three is good. We’ve got momentum and we’ll try to 
take that to Cincinnati … this road trip can be big for us, so we’ll try to win as many games as we 
can and hope that these (other) guys beat up on each other.” 
 
The Giants had a chance to strike one final blow on their way out of town, but other than one 
swing, they came up short. 
 
NBC Sports Bay Area 
McCutchen's big home run wasted as Dodgers walk off on Giants in 12th 
Alex Pavlovic 
 
LOS ANGELES — The Giants pulled a few escape acts in the first 11 innings Wednesday night. In 
the 12th, they finally went down. 
 
Yasmani Grandal opened the bottom of the 12th with a double off Casey Kelly and Max Muncy 
shot a single into right. Brian Dozier hit a long sacrifice fly to center, ending a four-hour night 
and giving the Dodgers a 4-3 win at the end of a fascinating series. The Giants took two of 
three, but headed out of town back at .500, 61-61. 
 
The Giants trailed by three heading into the eighth, but for the third time this series, the 
Dodgers’ bullpen imploded. This time it was Caleb Ferguson, a rookie lefty who has been good 
for them. Hunter Pence singled and Chase d’Arnaud walked, and Andrew McCutchen stunned a 
large crowd by skying a hanging curveball just over the fence in left-center, tying the game.  
 
The Dodgers got the winning run to second in the ninth, but they were out of position players 
and right-hander Kenta Maeda struck out with two outs. The Giants got the go-ahead run to 
third in the top of the 10th, but Brandon Belt grounded out. 
 
Brian Dozier walked with two down in the bottom of the 10th and went to second when Justin 
Turner poked a single up the middle. Manny Machado, who already had three hits, nearly 
ended the game with a laser down the line that went just foul. After a tense battle, Mark 
Melancon struck him out, extending the night.   
 
Here are some earlier highlights …  
 
—- Gorkys Hernandez saved a run with a 95 mph strike from center field in the fifth. With two 
on, Matt Kemp hit a hard single to center and Hernandez came out firing. Dozier was initially 
ruled safe at the plate, but a replay overturned the call. Hernandez made a perfect throw and 
Buster Posey put down a quick tag. The Dodgers would leave the bases loaded.  
 



—- It appears Cody Bellinger doesn’t read the scouting report. Reyes Moronta has been great, 
but he tends to be wild early in his outings. With the bases loaded, Bellinger pinch-hit for Kiké 
Hernandez and swung at the first pitch, which was on the inside edge. He popped up, ending 
the inning.  
 
—- Derek Holland threw a ton of pitches early and worked through a lot of traffic, but he made 
it through 4 2/3 shutout innings before handing it off. Giants starters allowed just two runs in 
this series.  
 
—- Ty Blach will always have the Dodgers. He continued his dominance of them with two 
shutout innings, the eighth and the ninth. 
 
NBC Sports Bay Area 
Giants notes: Why Joe Panik is on the bench for the third straight game in LA 
Alex Pavlovic 
 
LOS ANGELES — The first time the Giants visited the Dodgers this season, Joe Panik won a pair 
of games with homers. This time around, Panik will leave Dodger Stadium without having made 
a start.  
 
Panik was on the bench again Wednesday as the Giants faced a left-handed starter for the third 
consecutive game. The opening day starter is in a platoon, and while Bruce Bochy thought 
about having Panik at second base against Hyun-Jin Ryu, he ultimately went with Alen Hanson, 
noting the latter had a big contribution a night earlier. 
 
Bochy said he’ll keep Panik busy the rest of this trip. The Giants will face three right-handed 
starters in Cincinnati this weekend and the Mets also are right-handed-heavy.  
 
“We’ll see a lot of right-handers so he’ll get his at-bats,” Bochy said. “Once we get on the road 
here it’ll be the other way.” 
 
Panik is hitting just .236 this season and has only two homers since taking Clayton Kershaw and 
Kenley Jansen deep that opening week. He has a .459 OPS against left-handed pitchers and has 
given time up to Hanson and Chase d’Arnaud since returning from his second DL stint.  
 
Panik may start all three games this weekend, and pitchers aside, there’s a good reason to run 
him out there in New York. The New York native has always played well close to home, posting 
a .812 OPS at Citi Field.  
 
“I can’t sit a New Yorker in New York,” Bochy said, smiling.  
 
—- Jeff Samardzija will face hitters again Friday in Cincinnati. If all goes well, he will start a 
rehab assignment. Samardzija figures to be about three weeks away from being a rotation 
option.  



 
—- Bochy, a day later, on Yasiel Puig: “There are certain players in the league that I think you 
look at as guys that other players get frustrated with, a lot of drama and things like that. But 
you know what, the game has changed a lot. It has.” 
 
Bochy has said that several times over the past couple of seasons. He is old-school, but he no 
longer gets worked up about bat flips and all the excess emotion in today’s game. Some of his 
players still do, and on Tuesday that cleared the benches.  
 
Puig was in Wednesday’s lineup. MLB was not expected to hand down any discipline until 
Thursday. 
 
The Athletic 
Coin flips and passing ships: Giants show spirit but cannot complete a sweep in LA 
Andrew Baggarly 
 
LOS ANGELES — The soundest quote about Wednesday night’s game did not come from 
Andrew McCutchen, who hit the tying, three-run home run that momentarily muffled the din at 
Dodger Stadium in the eighth inning. 
 
It did not come from Mark Melancon, who not only poked the cage but rode the beast while 
making clutch pitches to strike out a dangerous Manny Machado in the 10th. 
 
It did not come from Gorkys Hernández, who gathered all the steam in his arm to record just 
the Giants’ second direct assist from center field to the plate in more than four seasons — he 
owns the other one, too — to save a run in the fifth. 
 
It did not come from starting pitcher Derek Holland, who lauded the fight in his club after they 
took two of three at Dodger Stadium but came up short in their effort to sweep following a 4-3, 
12-inning loss at Chavez Ravine. 
 
The most applicable quote of the night came from Bruce Bochy. And he uttered it not in the 
visiting manager’s office at Dodger Stadium but at the end of spring training, not long after a 
line drive fractured Madison Bumgarner’s pitching hand. 
 
“Sometimes you’ve got to win those 9-8, 11-10 games,” Bochy said in late March. “I think we’re 
better equipped to win some of those games.” 
 
Not really, as it’s turned out. 
 
Bumgarner returned. The rotation stabilized better than anyone could have anticipated even as 
Johnny Cueto and Jeff Samardzija remained tucked into file folders on the disabled list. The 
bullpen came together despite Melancon becoming a liverwurst presence on a foie gras salary. 
 



But the offense never really arrived. The Giants’ hitters haven’t put away games, haven’t scored 
early runs, haven’t outslugged opponents when needed. And on nights like Wednesday, when 
Will Smith, Tony Watson and Sam Dyson were either unavailable or severely restricted due to 
workload, the Giants needed to jump out early. They needed the offense to carry their banner 
to sweep this series. 
 
Conveniently enough, the Giants had McCutchen, Evan Longoria, Buster Posey, Brandon Belt 
(activated from the DL on Tuesday) and Brandon Crawford (back after a one-day precaution 
following an outfield collision) on the same lineup card for the first time since May 25. 
 
That’s right. May 25. Before Belt’s appendectomy. Before Longoria’s fractured hand. Before 
Posey’s hip injection. Before Belt’s hyperextended knee. The biggest ships in the Giants lineup 
constantly passed one another in the night — and the disabled list is a much less exciting port 
of call than, say, Montego Bay. 
 
They had near to their entire fleet on Wednesday. It did not matter. When your offense fails to 
break out, then it means at best, every game you play is a coin flip. And when you keep getting 
sucked back to .500, and time begins to run short to make a move in the standings, you simply 
have to do more to turn the odds in your favor. 
 
The upshot, of course, is that you couldn’t find fault in the Giants’ effort, their determination, 
their intensity or their desire in these three taut and thrilling games against an archrival. 
 
“It’s a heck of a series,” Bochy said. “A hard fought series. These guys, I couldn’t be prouder of 
them. Cutch came through in a huge way. It’s a tough loss, no question, but you’ve got to look 
at how we came back. It’s good to see the fight in these guys. Every game, they scratched and 
clawed. They did some good things. We just couldn’t find a way to get another run there.” 
 
McCutchen gave the Giants another life in the eighth, and horrified another Dodger Stadium 
crowd, as Dave Roberts’ bullpen blew a late lead for the seventh consecutive game. 
McCutchen’s three-run shot came on a looping curveball from left-hander Caleb Ferguson. 
 
But the Giants couldn’t score the one time they threatened in extra innings, a rally modestly 
fueled with wood chips: Hunter Pence’s 15-foot nubber, a sacrifice bunt and a ground out. Belt 
tapped out to short to strand Pence at third base and end the 10th. 
 
And everyone in the ballpark knew: as the game wore on, it was a matter of time before 
Machado, or at least his looming presence, ended affairs. 
 
The Giants and Ty Blach escaped in the ninth when Machado scorched a 380-foot out to dead 
center that had everything but the comet streak. They escaped again in the 10th when 
Melancon attacked Machado with runners at first and second, throwing an assortment of 
sliders and knuckle curves and surviving a couple of cobra strikes down the foul side of the third 
base line before getting the difference-making superstar to lunge at another curve in the dirt. 



 
Machado did not get another turn at bat. But he absolutely influenced affairs in the 12th after 
Giants reliever Casey Kelly, working in his second inning, gave up a leadoff double to Yasmani 
Grandal and a single to 9-hole hitter Max Muncy. 
 
For some managers, the choice would be automatic: walk Dozier to load the bases, set up the 
force at the plate and perhaps even station an outfielder over second base. Then hope for 
something hit firmly but not too firmly at somebody crowding the lip of the infield grass. 
 
But with Justin Turner and Machado to follow, Bochy knew he had to blow dice and hope for a 
strikeout. Walking Dozier would ensure that, barring a triple play, the inning would wend 
through Machado once more. 
 
It didn’t get that far. Dozier lofted a fly ball that was more than deep enough, and Hernández’s 
desperation heave to the plate had no chance. 
 
Bochy acknowledged after the game: he didn’t want to walk the bases loaded for Turner and 
Machado. Perhaps next year, after a free-agent splurge or some creative dealing, the Giants will 
be able to locate such a fear-inducing presence for their own lineup. 
 
For the moment, Bochy could not lament what he did not have while looking back on one of the 
best and most entertaining three nights of baseball this season. It is always a reflection on the 
manager when his team plays hard, and the Giants certainly did. It is never a small thing when 
the Giants take a series at Dodger Stadium. 
 
But the Giants had a chance Wednesday to gain on all three teams that lead them in the NL 
West standings, as the Rockies lost and the Diamondbacks were idle. Those opportunities will 
not come along too often. As it stands, the Giants are 5 ½ games behind Arizona and four 
behind the Rockies and Dodgers as their three-city road trip continues to Cincinnati and New 
York’s Citi Field. 
 
At least the Giants demonstrated — both to others and perhaps to themselves — that they are 
still fully invested in this season and with one another. Tuesday night’s benches-clearing 
incident appeared to quicken their hearts and galvanize the group dynamic. That might not be 
enough to overcome the odds in front of them. But if they aren’t sold on themselves, the rest 
will not matter. 
 
“I tell you, it was a well-played series,” Bochy said. “You know what, the comebacks we had, the 
way we played, I’m good with it.” 
 
Taken for what it was, Wednesday’s game offered no shortage of electrifying moments. 
Hernández’s strong throw in tandem with Posey’s deft tag and a replay reversal resulted in 
Dozier being called out in the fifth. 
 



“I knew who was running,” Hernández said. “I know we have to throw to the cutoff man, but 
the only way is to make a perfect throw home. And I did it. I believe in myself. I believe in my 
arm.” 
 
The throw was a revelation for a team that has trotted out enough noodle arms in center field 
to fill a pasta colander. 
 
Maybe this won’t stun you, but here are the numbers: the Giants entered Wednesday with just 
two assists by center fielders, which ranked tied for 27th out of 30 major league teams. (Only 
the Dodgers had fewer, with one.) The Giants had two center field assists last year, which 
ranked tied for 29th. They had four in 2016, which ranked tied for 28th. Sensing a pattern? They 
had three in 2015, which tied for dead last. 
 
Other than Hernández’s throw Wednesday night, and his strike to the plate last season at AT&T 
Park that cut down the Reds’ Joey Votto, the Giants haven’t had a center fielder make a direct 
throw home to record an out since Ángel Pagán on May 11, 2014. (Pagán’s arm was matched 
against Adrián González in a game at Dodger Stadium, which is sort of like molasses vs. exterior 
latex.) 
 
This trend should change. You haven’t seen Steven Duggar’s strong arm yet, but that’s just 
because he hasn’t been confronted with the right confluence of events. 
 
Hernández’s throw and Posey’s tag preserved Holland’s shutout for only so long. The Dodgers 
broke through with a sacrifice fly in the sixth and then tacked on two runs in the seventh 
against Ray Black, with Machado doubling home one of them with his third hit of the night. 
 
Then McCutchen pulled the Giants even with one swing. 
 
“It shows you don’t quit,” McCutchen said. “You don’t give up. But you have to finish. 
Regardless of what the score is, at any given moment, we’re capable of coming alive.” 
 
If those moments can come earlier in games, perhaps it won’t be too late. 


