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Nevin looks to sustain AFL success, health 
Nevin on Fall League competition 
Jim Callis | MLB.com | Oct. 22nd, 2018 
 
The Arizona Fall League offers a chance for players who were injured during the season to accumulate extra at-

bats or innings on the field. Unfortunately for Tyler Nevin, that's an opportunity that he has needed to take 

advantage of more often than he would like. 

 

A Rockies supplemental first-round Draft pick out of Poway, Calif., in 2015, Nevin has missed time during each of 

his first three full pro seasons. Severe hamstring issues limited the corner infielder to just one game in 2016, a 

wrist injury knocked him out for two months in 2017 and he spent two stints on the disabled list this summer with 

a quadriceps strain. 

 

Arizona Fall League overviews 

NL East ATL, MIA, NYM, PHI, WAS 

AL East BAL, BOS, NYY, TB, TOR 

NL Central CHC, CIN, MIL, PIT, STL 

AL Central CLE, CWS, DET, KC, MIN 

NL West ARI, COL, LAD, SD, SF 

AL West HOU, LAA, OAK, SEA, TEX 

 

"Every offseason it's like, 'Hey, what can I do to stay on the field?' because when I've stayed on the field, I've had 

some success," said Nevin, who also lost his entire junior season in high school following Tommy John surgery. 
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"That's what I just love doing is playing. I've developed a good routine with my trainers this year and I'm going to 

continue it through the rest of my career. I've got to stay on the field, that's just the bottom line." 

 

Nevin has been productive when healthy. He batted .328/.386/.503 at Class A Advanced Lancaster this year, 

ranking second in the California League in batting and fourth in slugging percentage and OPS. His numbers 

weren't just the product of Lancaster's The Hangar, which might be the most hitter-friendly environment in the 

Minors, as he posted .340/.397/.454 numbers on the road. 

 

Nevin has stood out with the Salt River Rafters during the first two weeks of AFL play as well. He's batting 

.421/.500/.474, ranking third in the league in hitting, while walking four times with just one strikeout in 24 plate 

appearances. 

 

The son of former No. 1 overall pick and current Yankees third-base coach Phil Nevin, Tyler benefitted from 

growing up around the game. He has a mature approach at the plate, working counts and concentrating on 

driving balls in the gaps rather than worrying about home runs. He began his pro career at third base but 

because of the organization's depth at the position, starting with superstar Nolan Arenado, he has seen more 

action at first base the last two years. 

 

"He'll still play some third base, but he'll spend a lot of time at first base," Rockies farm director Zach Wilson 

said. "We think he'll be a very good first baseman because he has good feet and hands. He has a great swing, 

and the power will come because he has a projectable body." 

 

Rockies hitters in the Fall League 

 

Josh Fuentes, 3B/1B -- A first cousin of Nolan Arenado, Fuentes won the 2018 Pacific Coast League MVP award 

after batting .327/.354/.517 and leading the Triple-A circuit in runs (93), hits (180), doubles (39), extra-base hits 

(65) and total bases (285). Signed as a undrafted free agent out of Missouri Baptist in 2014, Fuentes doesn't have 

a standout tool, but has some hitting ability and gap power and can play a decent third base. 
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Sam Hilliard, OF -- Originally drafted as a left-handed pitcher from Crowder (Mo.) JC by the Twins in 2014, Hilliard 

signed as an outfielder out of Wichita State in the 15th round a year later. He's a toolsy right fielder who hits left-

handed -- prompting Larry Walker comparisons from one club official -- and he hit .262/.327/.389 with nine 

homers and 23 steals in Double-A this year. 

 

Rockies pitchers in the Fall League 

 

Ryan Castellani, RHP -- After leading his leagues in innings and strikeouts as the youngest ERA qualifier in his 

circuit the previous two years, Castellani got knocked around in 2018, logging a 5.49 ERA with 91 strikeouts and 

70 walks in 134 1/3 innings while repeating Double-A. A 2014 second-round pick out of Phoenix, Ariz., he has a 

low-90s fastball with run and sink and flashes a solid slider. 

 

Mitch Horacek, LHP -- Signed by the Orioles as a ninth-rounder out of Dartmouth in 2013, Horacek came to the 

Rockies as a Triple-A Rule 5 Draft pick last December. A finesse southpaw with a low-90s fastball and a slider 

that neutralizes lefties, he had a 2.20 ERA and 75 strikeouts in 61 1/3 innings as a Double-A reliever. 

 

Justin Lawrence, RHP -- A 12th-round pick out of Daytona State (Fla.) JC in 2015, Lawrence throws from a low 

arm slot and deals 94-98 mph sinkers and a short slider in the low 90s. He led the Class A Advanced California 

League in appearances (55) and holds (12) while posting a 2.65 ERA, .188 opponents' average and 62 strikeouts 

in 54 1/3 innings. 

 

Jesus Tinoco, RHP -- Part of the Troy Tulowitzki trade with the Blue Jays in 2015, Tinoco can reach 97 mph with 

his fastball and back it up with a pair of power breaking balls, though he lacks consistency. The Venezuelan 

recorded a 4.79 ERA with 132 strikeouts and 38 walks in 141 innings this season at Double-A. 
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Saunders: Why do NL champion Dodgers own the Rockies? 
Colorado’s payroll over the past six years was about $674 million, less than half of what the Dodgers spent. 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | Oct. 23, 2018 
 

The Dodgers and Red Sox faced off in Game 1 of the World Series Tuesday night at Fenway Park. It has the 

makings of a dream match-up, and I’m sure Major League Baseball and FOX Sports are overjoyed that the 

Rockies, Brewers or A’s didn’t make it. 

 

“You got two of the best organizations in all of sports playing against each other,” Dodgers shortstop Manny 

Machado told reporters. 

 

Machado’s right, of course. 

 

All of this got me thinking. Why are the Dodgers playing in the Fall Classic in back-to-back years while the 

Rockies are watching on TV again? Why have the Dodgers won six — count ’em, six — consecutive National 

League West titles, while the Rockies have won zero — count ’em, zero — in their 26 years of existence. 

 

I can see the readers’ comments and emails coming my way. “It’s the money, stupid!” “It’s the pitching, stupid!” 

“It’s the players, stupid!” 

 

Of course it is. Still, the topic tweaked my interest, so I dug a little bit, and here’s what I found: 

 

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY… MONEY 

 

From 2013-18, as the Dodgers captured their six consecutive division titles, their payroll was about $1.515 billion, 

according to Spotrac’s team payroll tracker. The Rockies’ payroll over those six years was about $674 million, 

less than half of what the Dodgers spent. 

 

Here’s a year-by-year look (in millions of dollars): 

Year…… Dodgers …………….Rockies 

2013 ….. $239.8 (1st) ………..$79.3 (24th) 
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2014 ….. $246.4 (1st) ………..$96.7 (19th) 

2015 ….. $301.7 (1st) ………..$106.9 (22nd) 

2016 ….. $268.7 (1st) ………..$107.9 (17th) 

2017 ….. $259.1 (1st) ………..$139.3 (16th) 

2018 ….. $199.6 (3rd) ………..$143.9 (13th) 

(Note: Includes players on 40-man roster, disabled list and retained salaries for departed players) 

 

That great disparity in team payroll explains a lot, but as national baseball writer Jonah Keri noted last year after 

the Dodgers beat the Cubs to move onto the World Series, it wasn’t just about the money. 

 

Wrote Keri: 

 

“Make no mistake: It’s a damn fine luxury to be able to spend $92 million in basically dead money, then roll to the 

best record in baseball and a spot in the Fall Classic. But check out the origin stories of many other Dodger 

players, and you can see how the team’s plan of attack worked so well when it came to building a winner. The 

Dodgers wouldn’t have gotten here because of (Clayton) Kershaw and some other lavishly-paid stars…but they 

also wouldn’t have made it without youth, data, and depth.” 

 

The same was true about this year’s Dodgers team, even though they did trade for infielders Manny Machado and 

Brian Dozier at the deadline. 

 

IT’S ALL ABOUT PITCHING 

 

Since 2013, the Dodgers have had good, and often great, pitching. Their team ERA usually ranks near the top in 

the majors. Making half their starts at the pitching paradise known as Dodger Stadium helps a lot, but you can’t 

discount the roll call of excellent talent that’s included: Kershaw, Walker Buehler, Rich Hill, Kenta Maeda, Kenley 

Jansen, Hyun-Jin Ryu, Yu Darvish, Joe Blanton and Zack Greinke. 

 

The Rockies, meanwhile, have labored to find quality pitching ever since the club’s birth in 1993. The struggles of 

pitching at altitude cannot be discounted. This season, the Rockies put together one of the best pitching staffs in 
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franchise history, featuring left-hander Kyle Freeland and right-hander German Marquez at the top of the rotation 

and right-handers Wade Davis and Adam Ottavino thriving in the bullpen. 

 

It’s a promising step toward the future. 

 

Here’s a year-by-year look at the teams’ ERAs: 

Year…… Dodgers …………….Rockies 

2013 ….. 3.25 (2nd) …………. 4.94 (28th) 

2014 ….. 3.40 (6th) …………. 4.84 (30th) 

2015 ….. 3.44 (5th) …………. 5.04 (30th) 

2016 ….. 3.70 (5th) …………. 4.91 (27th) 

2017 ….. 3.38 (2nd) …………. 4.51 (17th) 

2018 ….. 3.38 (2nd) …………. 4.33 (20th) 

 

KNOWING HOW TO WIN 

 

The Rockies arrived in Los Angeles on Sept. 17 holding a half-game lead over the Dodgers for first place in the 

NL West. After getting swept in the three-game series, the Rockies left L.A. trailing the Dodgers by 2 ½ games. To 

the Rockies’ credit, they battled back and had a chance to win their first NL West title heading into the final 

weekend of the season. However, a 12-2 loss to the Nationals at Coors Field on the final Saturday of the season 

— a game in which right-hander Jon Gray melted down — cost the Rockies the division. 

 

They did rally to force Game 163 at Dodger Stadium, but lost 5-2. The Dodgers rose to the challenge that day, the 

Rockies did not. 

 

“I just believed in our guys,” L.A. manager Davie Roberts said. “I just felt that we could overcome anything.” 

 

Dodgers fans like to crow that their team “owns the Rockies.” History says that it does. 

 

Here’s a look at the head-to-head records: 
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Year…… Dodgers … Rockies 

2013 ….. 10 …………….8 

2014 ….. 9 …………….10 

2015 ….. 11 ………….. 8 

2016 ….. 12 ………….. 7 

2017 ….. 9 ……………. 10 

2018 ….. 13 …………… 7 

6 years .. 64 …………. 50 

All-time ..251 …………185 
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As Arizona Fall League nears midseason, Tyler Nevin and Jesus Tinoco highlight the play of seven Rockies’ 
prospects 
The convo regarding Colorado’s top AFL performers has to start with Nevin, who was a late addition to the River 
Rafters’ roster 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | Oct. 23, 2018 
 

Rockies’ farm director Zach Wilson says all of the club’s representatives on the Salt River Rafters in the Arizona 

Fall League are living up to their billing as the potential future of the franchise. 

 

Pitchers Ryan Castellani, Mitch Horacek, Justin Lawrence and Jesus Tinoco as well as infielder Josh Fuentes, 

infielder Tyler Nevin and outfielder Sam Hilliard are Colorado’s seven players in the league, which showcases the 

top prospects in minor league baseball.  Nevin, 21, was a late addition to the River Rafters’ roster after taking the 

place of infielder Brendan Rodgers, who was held out this fall for precautionary reasons related to shoulder 

tightness. 

 

Nevin leads the River Rafters with a .421 average (8-for-19) which is second in the league, trailing only the .485 

posted by Blue Jays’ phenom Vladimir Guerrero Jr. Nevin has seven RBIs and a .500 on-base percentage. 

 

“Tyler was on the short list of guys to potentially go to the AFL anyway, and when Brendan had that minor 

shoulder issue creep up right at the end of the year, it made it an easy decision to backfill with Tyler,” Wilson 

said. “He’s gone there and he’s performed, and not to the surprise of any of us after he had a very strong year in 

the Cal League (in Class-A Advanced).” 

 

Colorado’s front office placed a high emphasis on the development of Nevin’s defensive versatility. After making 

the majority of his starts at first base for Lancaster this season, the natural third baseman continued his 

“position addition, not position change” by playing first base in the Arizona Fall League. 

 

Fuentes, also a third baseman, has also seen time at first and second this fall while hitting .242 with a team-

leading 15 total bases. It’s the latest indication that the undrafted Fuentes, the 2018 Pacific Coast League MVP, is 

on track to make himself known as a player who’s much more than Nolan Arenado‘s cousin. 
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“In our minds, he’s a big-league player,” Wilson said. “When and how all of that happens, I don’t know. Time will 

tell. But he’s proven time and time again through his work, through his efforts with the coaching staff, that he’s a 

major leaguer.” 

 

On the pitching side, Tinoco also finds himself adapting to a new role. The right-hander, with an arsenal complete 

with a plus-fastball, a slider, a curve, and a change, has posted a 2.45 ERA in seven-plus innings out of the River 

Rafters’ bullpen. 

 

“This is pretty much of the very first time he’s pitched out of the bullpen, much like we did with Yency Almonte 

last year in the fall league after being a starter in the minors all season,” Wilson said. “I’m not going to say that 

Jesus Tinoco is a bullpen arm, but he’s performed well in this role. He’s been throwing a ton of strikes and he’s 

attacking the zone aggressively with three, really four different pitches.” 

 

Lawrence, a right-handed sidearmer with a 4.50 ERA skewed by a poor initial appearance, has also made a solid 

impression. The 23-year-old throws 97-99 mph on his fastball and pairs that with an 87-90 mph slider. 

 

“He’s learning some lessons in the fall league, and he’s improving through those lessons, but he’s also showing 

he’s a guy who can hopefully impact us at some point over the next couple years at the big league level,” Wilson 

said. “You don’t come across a (high-velocity sidearmer) like him every day.” 

 

Wilson said he’s also pleased with the progression of Castellani, Horacek and the 24-year-old right fielder 

Hilliard, who’s batting .296 (8-for-27) with a dozen total bases. 
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Seunghwan Oh expected to pitch for Rockies in 2019 says GM Jeff Bridich 
“His comments to the Korean media were not specifically about 2019” 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | Oct. 22, 2018 
 

The Rockies expect right-hander reliever Seunghwan Oh to pitch for the team in 2019, general manager Jeff 

Bridich said Monday. 

 

Oh told reporters in South Korea last Wednesday that he is considering returning to pitch in the Korea Baseball 

Organization (KBO), according to the Yonhap News Agency. 

 

“I am a bit exhausted after spending five seasons in Japan and the United States,” Oh said. “I feel like I want to 

return to the KBO while I still have the energy to help the team and pitch in front of home fans. I can’t make this 

decision alone. I’ll have to speak with my agency about the next season.” 

 

Bridich, however, dispelled the idea that Oh won’t pitch for Colorado in the final year of his contract. 

 

“From what we have been told, it was much ado about nothing regarding Oh,” Bridich said. “His comments to the 

Korean media were not specifically about 2019. It was more about ending his career there. 

 

“Our understanding is that he has every intention of honoring his current contract.” 

 

Oh, 36, was acquired by Colorado from Toronto in a late July trade. He went 6-3 with three saves and a 2.63 ERA 

in 73 appearances for the Blue Jays and Rockies. He has a vesting club option worth $2.5 million for next season. 

His contract includes a $250,000 buyout. 

 

According to the report out of Korea, Oh said his fatigue came from dealing with life away from the ballpark. 

 

“It’s not easy living in a foreign country. You have to face the opposing hitters on the mound, and there are a lot 

of other things you have to battle off the field,” Oh said. “Everything away from the stadium is an extension of 

competition.” 
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As Arizona Fall League nears midseason, Tyler Nevin and Jesus Tinoco highlight the play of seven Rockies’ 

prospects 

The convo regarding Colorado’s top AFL performers has to start with Nevin, who was a late addition to the River 

Rafters’ roster 

Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | Oct. 23, 2018 

 

Rockies’ farm director Zach Wilson says all of the club’s representatives on the Salt River Rafters in the Arizona 

Fall League are living up to their billing as the potential future of the franchise. 

 

Pitchers Ryan Castellani, Mitch Horacek, Justin Lawrence and Jesus Tinoco as well as infielder Josh Fuentes, 

infielder Tyler Nevin and outfielder Sam Hilliard are Colorado’s seven players in the league, which showcases the 

top prospects in minor league baseball.  Nevin, 21, was a late addition to the River Rafters’ roster after taking the 

place of infielder Brendan Rodgers, who was held out this fall for precautionary reasons related to shoulder 

tightness. 

 

Nevin leads the River Rafters with a .421 average (8-for-19) which is second in the league, trailing only the .485 

posted by Blue Jays’ phenom Vladimir Guerrero Jr. Nevin has seven RBIs and a .500 on-base percentage. 

 

“Tyler was on the short list of guys to potentially go to the AFL anyway, and when Brendan had that minor 

shoulder issue creep up right at the end of the year, it made it an easy decision to backfill with Tyler,” Wilson 

said. “He’s gone there and he’s performed, and not to the surprise of any of us after he had a very strong year in 

the Cal League (in Class-A Advanced).” 

 

Colorado’s front office placed a high emphasis on the development of Nevin’s defensive versatility. After making 

the majority of his starts at first base for Lancaster this season, the natural third baseman continued his 

“position addition, not position change” by playing first base in the Arizona Fall League. 

 

Fuentes, also a third baseman, has also seen time at first and second this fall while hitting .242 with a team-

leading 15 total bases. It’s the latest indication that the undrafted Fuentes, the 2018 Pacific Coast League MVP, is 

on track to make himself known as a player who’s much more than Nolan Arenado‘s cousin. 
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“In our minds, he’s a big-league player,” Wilson said. “When and how all of that happens, I don’t know. Time will 

tell. But he’s proven time and time again through his work, through his efforts with the coaching staff, that he’s a 

major leaguer.” 

 

On the pitching side, Tinoco also finds himself adapting to a new role. The right-hander, with an arsenal complete 

with a plus-fastball, a slider, a curve, and a change, has posted a 2.45 ERA in seven-plus innings out of the River 

Rafters’ bullpen. 

 

“This is pretty much of the very first time he’s pitched out of the bullpen, much like we did with Yency Almonte 

last year in the fall league after being a starter in the minors all season,” Wilson said. “I’m not going to say that 

Jesus Tinoco is a bullpen arm, but he’s performed well in this role. He’s been throwing a ton of strikes and he’s 

attacking the zone aggressively with three, really four different pitches.” 

 

Lawrence, a right-handed sidearmer with a 4.50 ERA skewed by a poor initial appearance, has also made a solid 

impression. The 23-year-old throws 97-99 mph on his fastball and pairs that with an 87-90 mph slider. 

 

“He’s learning some lessons in the fall league, and he’s improving through those lessons, but he’s also showing 

he’s a guy who can hopefully impact us at some point over the next couple years at the big league level,” Wilson 

said. “You don’t come across a (high-velocity sidearmer) like him every day.” 

 

Wilson said he’s also pleased with the progression of Castellani, Horacek and the 24-year-old right fielder 

Hilliard, who’s batting .296 (8-for-27) with a dozen total bases. 

  



    

13 
 

Reports of Oh Opting Out of Rockies Deal, Returning to Korea Off Base 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsidetheSeams.com | Oct. 24, 2018 
 

Rockies reliever Seunghwan Oh returned to his native Korea for the off-season earlier in the week, expressed his 

affection for his homeland, but reports that he was thinking of opting out of his 2019 contract with the Rockies 

were off-base, according to sources close to the situation. 

 

Oh did tell the media after two years pitching in Japan and three in Major League Baseball he looks forward to 

eventually returning to Korea to pitch, but sources close to the situation say he was speaking about after his 

contract with the Rockies expires. 

 

What also has to be considered is Oh has to serve a 72 game suspension reportedly for gambling overseas 

whenever he does return to the KBO, which adds to the idea he will return once he has completed his MLB 

career, and after sitting out the suspension will make a farewell tour, similar to Chan-ho Park.   

 

The Rockies acquired Oh in advance of the July 31 trading deadline from Toronto. 

 

The right-hander went 6-3 with three saves and a 2.63 ERA in 73 appearances for the Jays and the Rockies. He 

had a vesting club option worth $2.5 million for 2019, which kicked in after he surpassed 70 appearances in 2018. 

 

Oh, however, pitched for the Hanshin Tigers in Japan (2014-15), the st. Louis Caridnals (2016-17) and signed as a 

free agent last winter with the Blue Jays, who in return dealt him to the Rockies for two prospects. 

 

Rockies officials declined comment on Oh’s situation. 

 

Oh made his first big league post-season appearance with the Rockies, who won the National League (NL) wild 

card game over the Chicago Cubs before losing to the Milwaukee Brewers in the NL Division Series earlier this 

month. 
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"It's not easy living in a foreign country,” said Oh. “You have to face the opposing hitters on the mound, and 

there are a lot of other things you have to battle off the field. Everything away from the stadium is an extension of 

competition." 

Oh spent his entire nine-year KBO career with the Samsung Lions, and he remains the league's career leader in 

saves with 277. 
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Colorado Rockies: Bridich says Oh to pitch for the Rockies in 2019 
Noah Yingling | RoxPile.com | Oct. 24, 2018 
 

Last week, we reported in this article about how one of the Colorado Rockies newest relievers, Seunghwan Oh, 

spoke to South Korean media about leaving the Rockies and coming back to pitch in his native country. 

However, Rockies general manager Jeff Bridich clarified Oh’s comments recently that paints a different picture 

than what Oh’s comments sounded like. 

Last Wednesday, Seunghwan Oh, 36, spoke to the media in South Korea and it sounded as if he was getting a bit 

homesick and wished to return to his homeland of South Korea to finish up his career. 

 

“I am a bit exhausted after spending five seasons in Japan and the United States,” Oh said. “I feel like I want to 

return to the KBO while I still have the energy to help the team and pitch in front of home fans. I can’t make this 

decision alone. I’ll have to speak with my agency about the next season.” 

 

The main thing that probably pops out to you is the “next season” part of the quote. That implies that he is/was 

contemplating returning to the Korean Baseball Organization (or KBO)…next season. 

 

However, Rockies general manager Jeff Bridich shot down these comments on Monday (h/t Patrick Saunders of 

the Denver Post). 

 

“From what we have been told, it was much ado about nothing regarding Oh,” Bridich said. “His comments to the 

Korean media were not specifically about 2019. It was more about ending his career there. 

 

“Our understanding is that he has every intention of honoring his current contract.” 

 

The difference between Oh’s comments last week and Bridich’s comments this week seems to be a pretty 

sophisticated lingustical differentiation. Perhaps something was lost in translation or maybe even Oh’s mind has 

changed in the past week. 

 

However, I wouldn’t be surprised if this comes up again this offseason with another development in the story but 

I think that it could be an interesting storyline/talking for the offseason. 
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Whether or not Oh stays with the Rockies, they will have to address the bullpen, which was a big disappointment 

in 2018 after Bridich and company spent north of a $100 million on three relievers, two of which had an ERA of 

around 6 or higher this past season. 

 

If Oh does in fact leave the Rockies to go back to Korea, their bullpen situation will become even more dire. 
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Colorado Rockies: Will David Dahl be a starting outfielder in 2019? 
Luke Mullins | RoxPile.com | Oct. 22, 2018 
 

It seems like every offseason for the past three or four years, one of the Colorado Rockies’ biggest questions has 

been the role of talented young outfielder David Dahl in the coming season. This offseason is no different. 

At first glance, Dahl’s spot as a starting outfielder in 2019 seems guaranteed. Not only is the Alabama native one 

of the most talented all-around players in the Colorado Rockies‘ system, but he was one of baseball’s hottest 

hitters in September, smashing nine home runs and driving in 27 RBI in 21 starts. 

 

Dahl was at his best in the final week of the season, a week which could have ended with Colorado’s first division 

title if it went well or could have ended with the Rockies missing the playoffs entirely if it went poorly. Dahl 

carried the team to a 6-1 record over that week, hitting .333 with six home runs, 15 RBI, and a 1.375 OPS 

including an impressive 1.000 slugging percentage. He earned National League Player of the Week honors for 

this performance. 

 

Dahl’s performance helped the Rockies to the highest finish they’ve ever had after 162 games in their division … 

a tie for first place. Unfortunately, they’d go on to lose the tie breaker with the Los Angeles Dodgers, but the fact 

that they battled all season with the now-back-to-back National League Champions and forced a Game 163 to 

decide the division winner is impressive on its own. 

 

After battling injuries in 2018, Dahl came up clutch when he was needed the most, hit a career high in home runs 

(16) and RBI (48), and brought speed to the base paths, so why wouldn’t he be an automatic starter in 2019? Well, 

there are a couple things to take into account. 

 

Dahl has never been able to stay healthy.  Interestingly, this is not some sort of recurring injury, but instead a 

continual tendency to fall victim to fluke accidents that have at times sidelined him for entire seasons. That was 

the case after his terrific 2016 rookie campaign. Dahl was considered a candidate to compete for a starting spot 

in the outfield but injuries prevented him from playing a single big league game in 2017. 

 

Health isn’t Dahl’s only question mark, though. After tearing the cover off the ball all September, Dahl didn’t get 

another hit for the rest of the season. He went 0-for-3 with a walk against the Dodgers in Game 163, 0-for-6 
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against the Chicago Cubs in the Wild Card Game, and 0-for-4 against Milwaukee in Game 1 of the NLDS. Despite 

being the Rockies’ hottest hitter coming into the postseason, Dahl did not start the last two games of the NLDS, 

only appearing as a pinch hitter in Game 2, grounding out to end the game. 

 

The Rockies’ decision to give the guy who just collected six home runs and 15 RBI over the past week only one 

at-bat over two of the three NLDS games might not reflect on his playing time next season, but it does show that 

even with his offensive outburst in September, the Rockies still don’t entirely trust Dahl. 

 

To be fair, Dahl was in the midst of an 0-for-13 skid and it makes sense to sit a player when they are struggling 

that bad. However, no one in the Rockies’ lineup was hitting in those five games. In the second game of the 

NLDS, the Rockies as a team got only one hit. So the decision to sit the guy who had been the team’s best hitter 

leading up to October just because he was one of eight guys in the same boat is further indication of the 

Rockies’ reluctance to trust their young position players and could be a sign that Dahl won’t be trusted with an 

everyday job next spring. 

 

But I think we’ll see him in the starting lineup on opening day, barring injury. Everything else aside, Dahl has 

shown incredible hitting ability, easy power, natural speed, and strong defense. If he gets a shot at an everyday 

job and stays healthy, Dahl will be one more crucial piece to the Rockies’ success and a name a lot of people 

around Major League Baseball are going to know by the end of next season. 
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Raimel Tapia was the odd man out in a crowded outfield 
Mucho Swagger did not play much of a role as the Rockies made the playoffs 
Hayden Kane | PurpleRow.com | Oct 23, 2018 
 

You’re reading the 2018 edition of Ranking the Rockies, where we take a look back at the season had by every 

player to play for the Rockies in 2018. The purpose of this list is to provide a snapshot of the player in context. 

The “Ranking” is an organizing principle that’s drawn from Baseball Reference’s WAR (rWAR). It’s not something 

the staff debated. We’ll begin with the player with the least amount of rWAR and end up with the player with the 

most. 

 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 26, Raimel Tapia (0.0 rWAR) 

 

The mythology around Raimel Tapia goes back a number of years at this point. The freaky hand-eye 

coordination. The crouch with two strikes. The exciting style of play. We’ve been ready for Tapia for a long time. 

 

So how is it possible that we just wrapped up the 2018 season and we’re still waiting? Tapia had moments of 

brilliance during his 2017 appearances and one in particular this past season (more on that in a second). He has 

at least shown flashes of a guy who is ready for an extended opportunity at the big league level. 

 

The obvious reason there hasn’t been room for Tapia is the glut of veteran outfielders on the roster the past 

couple seasons. The fact that Carlos Gonzalez and Gerardo Parra are both left-handed hasn’t helped matters 

either. But it still feels like there’s something more going on, like there’s something missing. Or at least it feels 

like the Rockies think something is missing. 

 

Tapia seems like he has been miscast when he has appeared. He doesn’t seem to have taken to pinch hitting, 

and he certainly is not reliable if you’re looking for a sacrifice bunt. But is that really what we ever envisioned for 

Tapia, for the guy who had a bunch of dorks tweeting “Mucho Swagger Papi” because it was the only chance we 

would ever have to say those words and not look ridiculous? 
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Even if our expectations were too high for Tapia, the way his 2018 unfolded, with all of 25 at-bats, didn’t feel 

entirely fair. I’m thinking of one night in particular where, as I listened to a Rockies game on the radio, the 

announcers were indignant when Tapia failed to get a sacrifice bunt down as a pinch hitter. He’ll have to do 

better, they said, if Bud Black is going to trust him. 

 

If Raimel Tapia gets a chance to prove himself with regular playing time, I hope sacrifice bunts have nothing to 

do with it. I want to see the dynamic, exciting player who can make a difference. I want the fact that he’s still raw 

in some aspects of the game to be something he can grow through with more playing time rather than a self-

fulfilling prophecy when he comes off the bench once a week. 

 

I want to see him get the chance to show us more of this: 

 

Jake Shapiro but spooky 

@Shapalicious 

 · Jul 20, 2018 

 Two strike, two out, pinch hit grand slam by Raimel Tapia to cap a six run seventh off of Archie Bradley and 

gives the Rockies an 11-8 lead. His first HR of the season. 

 

Jake Shapiro but spooky 

@Shapalicious 

The highly requested KOA call of Raimel Tapia's pinch hit grand slam to flip the scoreboard for the Rockies. 

Emphatic call by @jschemmel6. pic.twitter.com/y0RInM4QZa 

Maybe Raimel Tapia doesn’t have the goods to be a big league starter. It would be nice to see him get an 

extended opportunity first. Hopefully as some of those veterans move on, Tapia can earn some playing time. 

Hopefully we can answer more questions than “can Raimel Tapia kill Triple-A pitching?” at this time next year. 

 
 


