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Rox ink Minors contract with catcher Nicholas 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Nov. 11th, 2018 
 
DENVER -- Catcher Brett Nicholas, who appeared in 36 games with the Rangers in 2016 and '17, agreed to terms on a 

Minor League contract with the Rockies on Sunday, the club said. 

 

Nicholas, 30, hit a combined .252 with the Rangers. He spent last season with the Padres' Triple-A club in El Paso after 

arriving in an April trade from the Rangers. Nicholas batted .291 with a .353 on-base percentage and a .485 slugging 

percentage, 16 home runs and 83 RBIs for El Paso. 

 

Nicholas' acquisition as a non-roster player means the Rockies currently have four catchers with Major League 

experience. There are three on the Major League roster: Chris Iannetta, headed into the final year of a two-year contract; 

Tony Wolters, the backup for much of the season; and Tom Murphy, who split the season between the Majors and Triple-

A Albuquerque. Drew Butera, acquired from the Royals in late August, became a free agent at season's end. 

 

Nicholas has also appeared in 419 Minor League games at first base. 
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Arenado, Chapman win Platinum Gloves 
Third basemen were high school teammates 
Do-Hyoung Park | MLB.com | Nov. 9th, 2018 
 

Nolan Arenado of the Rockies and Matt Chapman of the A's have quickly developed reputations as the best defensive 

third basemen in the game, and on Friday, they were honored as Major League Baseball's premier defenders as the 

recipients of the 2018 Rawlings Platinum Glove Awards. 

 

Established in 2011, the Platinum Glove Awards are given to the best defender in each league, as selected via a fan vote 

from among the Gold Glove Award winners at each position. Arenado earned his second consecutive Platinum Glove 

Award, while Chapman is a first-time winner, joining Adrian Beltre ('11, '12) and Manny Machado ('13) as American 

League third basemen to receive the honor. 

 

The connection between Arenado and Chapman runs deeper than just the position they play. The two were high school 

teammates at El Toro High School in Lake Forest, Calif., with Chapman the backup to Arenado, two years his elder. That 

makes them the first pair of former high school teammates to win Platinum Glove Awards in the same year. It's also the 

first time that two players at the same position have won in the same year. 

 

Chapman's 29 defensive runs saved in 2018, according to FanGraphs, were the best among all defenders and led all third 

basemen by a wide margin, with the Braves' Johan Camargo and the Giants' Evan Longoria tying for a distant second 

with seven. Arenado clocked in at five defensive runs saved after leading all MLB third basemen in the stat for the past 

three years. 
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Rockies’ DJ LeMahieu wins Wilson award as majors’ best second baseman 
Oakland’s Matt Chapman supplants Nolan Arenado at third base 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | Nov. 12, 2018 
 

If DJ LeMahieu has indeed played his final game in a Rockies uniform, the second baseman is departing with quite a 

legacy. 

 

Wednesday, LeMahieu was honored by Wilson as the best second baseman in the majors. It was the third time 

LeMahieu, 30, has won the award. On Sunday, he was awarded a Rawlings Gold Glove for the third time, recognizing him 

as the best second baseman in the National League. 

 

And don’t forget that LeMahieu was the 2016 NL batting champion when he hit .348. 

 

LeMahieu, however, is a free agent, and thus far there have been no talks with the Rockies about keeping him in 

Colorado. 

 

Oakland 25-year-old third baseman Matt Chapman, a first-time winner, was named Wilson’s best third baseman, 

supplanting Colorado’s Nolan Arenado, who won the award each of the last three years. Chapman also was named the 

best overall defensive player in the majors. 

 

Chapman and Arenado have a shared history. Arenado was a highly recruited senior shortstop at El Toro High School in 

Lake Forest, Calif., in 2009. His backup on that team, an undersized sophomore who only played shortstop when Arenado 

pitched, was Chapman. 

 

The Arizona Diamondbacks were named the defensive team of the year for the second time in four seasons. 

 

Winners of the Wilson awards, for both individual positions and the team award, are determined using a formula that 

combines traditional defensive stats with advanced metrics, as well as the data logged by the baseball experts working for 

the scouting service Inside Edge. 
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Gold Glove winners are  determined by a combination of votes submitted by major-league managers and coaches, as well 

as sabermetric index provided by Society for American Baseball Research (SABR). The SABR vote counts for 25 percent 

of the vote. 
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Half Season Heroes: David Dahl 
Paul Sporer | FanGraphs.com | November 8, 2018 
 

David Dahl first appeared on prospect lists back in 2013 as a top 60 entrant across the industry. Injuries limited him to just 

10 games that year so he fell back to the bottom 30 on lists, but then inched back up for the 2015 and 2016 seasons, 

settling firmly in the top 50 before expiring his rookie status in the summer of ’16. He was again cut down by injuries for 

almost an entire season when he played just 19 games in 2017. He found his way back on the MLB roster this year in 

late-April, but again found himself bit by the injury bug as a fractured foot ate up two months in the middle of the season. 

 

 

Dahl returned in early-August and become a fixture in the Colorado outfield, smacking 12 HR in 174 PA. All told with April 

and May included, it was a .273/.325/.534 line with 16 HR and 5 SB in 271 PA, including a bananas September with 9 HR. 

His .859 OPS actually matches exactly what he put up in 237 PA back in 2016, but this time we got nine more homers. He 

now has 23 HR and 10 SB in 508 PA over his two samples and with both Carlos Gonzalez and Gerardo Parra heading 

into free agency, he might finally have a full-time role in hand entering his age-25 season. 

 

I’m really excited at the prospects of what Dahl could do in a full season of work and as such, I pushed him way up my 

outfielder board in hopes of landing him during my NFBC draft at the AFL. I wound up boosting him to 22 and stiiillll didn’t 

get him because Matt Modica popped him at pick 64. Obviously, he’s not any kind of sleeper and I didn’t expect him to be, 

but I’m wondering if maybe I should tap the brakes on taking the oft-injured potential stud within the top 70 picks. 

 

Putting aside the 67 games he played in 2012 after being drafted, he’s averaging just 80 games a year over the last six 

seasons with a high of 119 back in 2014. While he may have the opportunity to play as much as he can handle if the 

Rockies don’t re-sign either or both of their free agent outfielders, should we really expect him to be able to handle more 

than, say, 115-120 games? 

 

The skills profile isn’t exactly flawless, either. I’m admittedly looking at two disjointed samples that kinda equal a full 

season, but there’s some real swing and miss here. Among the 313 players with at least 250 PA, Dahl’s 40% chase rate 

(O-Swing%) was 25th highest this past season and he’s 37th of 380 with 500+ PA since 2016. Looking at the full sample 

again, his 15% swinging strike rate is 25th (and it was at 15% in both ’16 and ’18). Coors Field is the best place to hit and 
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can provide cover for those kinds of contact issues, but unless he’s running a top of the scale BABIP, the AVG upside is 

realistically around .280. He hit .315 in the 2016 sample, but needed a .404 BABIP to do so. 

 

Speaking of Coors, he’s run a pretty heavy home-road split so far. I don’t want to weigh that too heavily against him 

because he’s still going to be a Rockie (barring something unforeseen), but it’s worth noting that he has a 261-point OPS 

split. He has exactly 117 PA on the road in both samples and they’re wildly disparate in results with the BABIP seemingly 

driving all of it. In 2016, he had an .833 OPS on the road with a .384 BABIP. In 2018, he was at .597 with a .261 BABIP. 

 

I think the game changer on whether or not Dahl can be a top 75 stud is the speed. If he can run near his minor league 

level of 26 SB per 600 PA (say, 18-20), then I don’t care if he hits .265 because we’re probably getting something like 28 

HR and 20 SB over a full season, but his injury track record makes it hard to expect a big SB total. A lot of stealing bases 

is player choice. If they’re dealing with a nagging injury or three, the red light comes on quickly. He was just 5-for-8 in the 

majors this year and his Spd score dropped from 7.7 in 2016 to 4.9 this year. 

 

I think the range we could see here is from Ronald Acuña Jr. to Gregory Polanco. Here are the 2018 stats for each: 

 

Acuña: .293 AVG, 26 HR, 78 R, 64 RBI, 16 SB 

 

Polanco: .254 AVG, 23 HR, 75 R, 81 RBI, 12 SB 

 

That spans 57th to 114th on the ESPN Player Rater. 

 

If Dahl holds his #2EarlyMock ADP of 148, we’re golden, but I just can’t see that happening. Even jumping a couple 

rounds to 115-120, I’m still in. He likely won’t sit at the 64 spot that Modica took him, either, but after he undoubtedly 

appears on 7,183 sleeper lists this winter, I think he’ll sit in the 75-100 range. On the latter end of that, I think I’ll still go for 

a share or two, but I’ve reconsidered going all in on Dahl. 
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Rockies, Brett Nicholas Agree To Minors Pact 
Connor Byrne | MLBTradeRumors.com | November 11, 2018  
 

The Rockies have agreed to a minor league contract with catcher Brett Nicholas, per Thomas Harding of MLB.com. The 

30-year-old Nicholas spent all of last season at the Triple-A level with the Padres, who acquired him from the Rangers in 

April, and slashed .291/.353/.485 with 16 home runs in 456 plate appearances. Prior to last year, Nicholas had been with 

Texas his entire pro career, which began when the organization selected him in the sixth round of the 2010 draft. He 

ultimately amassed 110 major league PAs as a member of the Rangers (45 in 2016, 65 in ’17), with whom he hit a 

respectable .252/.300/.456. 

  



    

8 
 

Rockies Reportedly Unlikely To Make Big Push For J.T. Realmuto 
Connor Byrne | MLBTradeRumors.com | November 10, 2018  
 

Despite the struggles of the Rockies’ catchers in 2018, it doesn’t appear they’ll be among the most ardent suitors for 

Marlins backstop J.T. Realmuto, Thomas Harding of MLB.com hears. It’s unclear, though, whether Colorado will make a 

less splashy attempt to upgrade over its current trio of Chris Iannetta, Tony Wolters and Tom Murphy, a woeful offensive 

group in 2018. Realmuto was the game’s premier catcher last season, on the other hand, but his refusal to sign an 

extension with the Marlins makes him a prime trade candidate. With two years of arbitration control remaining, Realmuto 

would bring back an impressive haul, but it doesn’t look as if it’ll come from Colorado. 

 


