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Chicago Sun-Times 
White Sox’ spring-training tickets go on sale Friday; Cubs’ go on sale Saturday 
By Madeline Kenney 
 
It may be brutally cold outside, but baseball in Arizona is right around the corner. 
 
The White Sox and Cubs are giving fans something to look forward to as their spring training tickets go 
on sale this week. The White Sox announced that single-game tickets will go on sale Friday at 11 a.m., 
while Cubs fans will have to wait to purchase their tickets until Saturday at 11 a.m. 
 
for their games in Glendale, Arizona will go on sale Friday at 11 a.m., while the Cubs’s tickets for their 
games in Mesa, Arizona will go on sale Saturday at 11 a.m. 
 
White Sox fans can buy individual tickets to games at Camelback Ranch-Glendale stadium in Glendale, 
Arizona at whitesox.com/spring or camelbackranchbaseball.com or by phone at 1-800-352-0212. 
 
Cubs fans can purchase single-game tickets for games at Sloan Park at www.cubs.com/tickets. 
 
Both teams kick off their spring training schedules in late February. The White Sox are scheduled to 
open up their 17-game home spring schedule on Feb. 25 against the Reds. The Cubs will play their first 
game against the Rangers on Feb. 24. 
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Cubs.com 
Grimm excited to cheer on Georgia at title game 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Justin Grimm may rub his Cubs World Series championship ring for good luck before 
Monday's College Football Playoff National Championship Game between his Georgia team and 
Alabama. 
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Grimm, who played baseball for the Bulldogs from 2008-10, and his wife, Gina, who was an All-American 
gymnast at Georgia, are going to Monday's game in Atlanta, thanks to Cubs pitcher Jon Lester. 
 
Lester has a suite at Mercedes-Benz Stadium, where the game is being played, and he offered it to the 
Grimms. 
 
"My good friend Jon, who I owe my life to, has a box at the stadium," Grimm said. "He decided to do a 
pro move and give me the box. I'm going to enjoy it with a lot of my friends. It's pretty special. He'll 
never know how much it means to me." 
 
The Red Sox drafted Grimm in the 13th round in 2007, but he opted to pitch for Georgia rather than go 
pro. In 2010, the Rangers selected the right-hander in the fifth round, and he was included in the July 
2013 deal to the Cubs, along with Carl Edwards Jr., Mike Olt and Neil Ramirez for Matt Garza. Last 
season was Grimm's fifth with the Cubs. 
 
Grimm, 29, says he doesn't have a pregame ritual regarding the Georgia football team, but he has been 
wearing a Matthew Stafford jersey in honor of the Detroit Lions' quarterback who also attended the 
university. 
 
"I think once I get to Atlanta, I'll buy a Roquan Smith jersey or a Nick Chubb jersey -- no offense to 
Stafford," Grimm said, opting for one of the current Bulldogs. 
 
The New Year's Day Rose Bowl game between Georgia and Oklahoma was nerve-wracking. The Bulldogs 
eventually won, 54-48, in double overtime. 
 
"When I was watching that game, I was on the edge of my seat the whole time," Grimm said. "Two 
overtimes -- it's pretty amazing. It was a good game overall. I'm pumped to get to Atlanta and watch the 
Dawgs take on Alabama. It'll be a huge game." 
 
This will be a big season for the Grimms, who are expecting their first child in June. However, not all of 
Grimm's Cubs connections are rooting for the Bulldogs. Former teammate and free-agent catcher Alex 
Avila went to Alabama. After the semifinal game, Grimm sent Avila a text, saying, "Go Dawgs." 
 
Avila's response? "Roll Tide." 
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NBC Sports Chicago 
The Padres apparently didn't like the Cubs' asking price for Javy Baez 
By Tony Andracki 
 
Major League Baseball's Winter Meetings are jam-packed with rumors, but one of the most head-
scratching reports from this offseason's annual get-together involved the Padres and the Cubs. 
 
Yahoo's Jeff Passan indicated the Padres were looking for a young, controllable shortstop and the Cubs 
could possibly be a match: 
 
Jeff Passan 

✔ 
@JeffPassan 



 

Sources: The San Diego Padres continue to be one of the more active teams at the Winter Meetings. 
There's traction to their talks with Eric Hosmer, and they're seeking a young, under-control shortstop. 
One match to keep an eye on: The Chicago Cubs. 
 
It makes sense from San Diego's end: if you're a team searching for a young shortstop years away from 
free agency, the Cubs are the place to be with Javy Baez and Addison Russell both fitting that bill. 
 
But it was puzzling from a Cubs' perspective given Theo Epstein's front office is searching for high-end, 
young, controllable starting pitching — an area the Padres aren't exactly flourishing in. 
 
Still, it appears the two teams did talk about Baez, though The Athletic's Ken Rosenthal reports the 
Padres weren't willing to pay the Cubs' perceived price. 
 
Rosenthal didn't get into too much detail about what the Cubs were asking for, but San Diego Union-
Tribune's Dennis Lin shed a little more light on the conversations: 
 
Dennis Lin 

✔ 
@sdutdennislin 
.@Ken_Rosenthal mentioned the Padres’ balking at the asking price for Javier Baez last month. Of note: 
The Cubs would have wanted more besides Lamet or Perdomo. Brad Hand likely was discussed. SD has 
had interest in Baez, who can play shortstop and move around the infield. 
 
It's understandable the Padres wouldn't feel comfortable parting with one of their top young starters, 
their best reliever and possibly more on top of that when they're in the middle of a rebuild, but from the 
Cubs' perspective, it makes total sense they would ask for that. 
 
Dinelson Lamet is already 25 with only one season (114.1 innings) of big-league work under his belt. He's 
under team control through 2023 and struck out nearly 11 batters per nine innings (10.9), but he also 
has had issues with walks throughout his career, surrendering 4.3 BB/9 in 2017. 
 
Perdomo, 24, has spent most of the last two years in the San Diego rotation, though to not-so-great 
results: 5.16 ERA, 1.55 WHIP, 6.5 K/9. He's been a bit unlucky, however, and posted a 4.40 FIP in 2017 
while making 29 starts. He is only under team control through the 2021 season. 
 
Hand will turn 28 during spring training and has two years left until free agency. After working as a 
swingman between starting and relieving for the Marlins, he enjoyed a bonafide breakout campaign in 
2016, leading baseball in appearances (82) while sporting a 2.92 ERA with 111 strikeouts in 89.1 innings. 
 
The southpaw was one of the top relievers on the trade market last summer, but ultimately stayed in 
San Diego and took his game to an even higher level: 21 saves, 2.16 ERA, 0.9 WHIP, 11.8 K/9. 
 
If such a deal was struck between the Cubs and Padres front offices, Hand would've represented an 
instant boost in the back end of the Cubs bullpen while Perdomo or Lamet would've served as projects 
of sort while filling in the No. 5 spot in the rotation. 
 
For the Cubs to get rid of a guy like Baez, they'd have to see a serious boost to their pitching staff, both 
short- and long-term. 
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