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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1936-Reds general manager, Larry MacPhail, tries to get Babe Ruth to come out of retirement to play for the Reds. After 

talking to his wife, Ruth decides he has put on too much weight and would be risking injury to his legs if he returned  
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Schebler to see time in center with OF rotation 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 8th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- As the Reds prepare to employ a rotating four-man outfield that gives everyone playing time, right fielder 

Scott Schebler will be the only one from that group that gets to play center besides Billy Hamilton. 

 

Schebler will man the middle of the outfield on days Hamilton doesn't play for a system that has them splitting time with Adam 

Duvall and Jesse Winker. Considering that Hamilton is one of the best defensive center fielders in the Majors, it's a big ask. 

 

"I played there enough," Schebler said. "In all honesty, and it may sound cocky, I enjoy center more. It's easier for me. I've played 

them all. I think center is easiest. You get the truest read. In right and left, you get all these nasty curveball-slider top spin. I'm used 

to all of them. Center field is not an adjustment at all for me." 

 

According to advanced defensive metrics, Schebler wasn't a liability in the limited games he played in center field last season. 

FanGraphs rated him with two Defensive Runs Saved (DRS) over 15 games (13 starts), compared to nine for Hamilton. Schebler 

also did not commit an error. 

 

Reds manager Bryan Price acknowledged the importance of Schebler being able to man center field defensively. Price also has 

realistic expectations. 

 

"Any time Billy Hamilton is your starting center fielder and you're giving him a day off, it would be hard to find a comparable 

player to defend the way Billy does," Price said. "But Scott, I think, has good instincts in center field. He's not Billy Hamilton, but 

it's not like we're putting some rookie kid out there that doesn't know the routes and hasn't played the position. I think he'll do a fine 

job there." 

 

Of course, ballparks have different sizes, and not all outfield dimensions are the same. Great American Ball Park provides much less 

ground to cover than Colorado's Coors Field, for example. 

 

"I can't commit completely to how the rotation will go based on the fields where we're playing," Price said. "However, that will 

certainly be a consideration." 

 

Also under consideration for Price is offense. Who gets to play on a given day could be determined by who has the hot hand. 

 

Schebler, 27, batted .233/.307/.484 in 141 games for Cincinnati last season but slugged a career-high 30 home runs with 67 RBIs in 

his first full Major League season. He spent Aug. 1-17 on the disabled list with a left shoulder strain after slumping for an extended 

period while playing with soreness that came following a diving play in June. 

 

Admittedly, Schebler wasn't sure how this system would work itself out. 

 

"Personally, I would say it scares you when it talks about taking away your playing time," Schebler said. "I'm a rhythm player. I like 

to be in the lineup every day. But Winker obviously played really well last year, and we could definitely use him. There's no doubt 

about that. His bat is really strong. I want to show I can play all of the fields, and I believe I am an everyday player." 

 



On Tuesday against the Tribe, Schebler went 2-for-2 with two doubles. As the center fielder on Wednesday against the White Sox, 

he finished 4-for-4 with a two-run homer and raised his spring average to .579. The lefty hitter spent his offseason adjusting his 

swing to keep the bat in the strike zone longer and return to hitting to the opposite field so he can prevent right-side shifts 

 

"The swings have been good and the at-bats have been good," Schebler said. "The takes have been good. That's more of what I am 

pleased with than the results." 

 

 

Stephenson sharp to remain in rotation battle 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 8th, 2018 

 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. --- Following two poor outings, Robert Stephenson likely needed a good one to have an optimistic chance to 

remain in the battle for a Reds rotation spot. Stephenson came through during Cincinnati's 3-2 walk-off loss to the Rockies on 

Thursday at Salt River Fields at Talking Stick. 

 

Taking over in the sixth, Stephenson allowed one hit with no walks and three strikeouts over three scoreless innings. 

 

"He was really good, especially because he threw a lot more fastballs," Reds manager Bryan Price said. "He was more acute with 

the location of his fastball. That was a good thing to see. He had a good slider and split [fingered fastball], but his fastball command 

did a good job." 

 

Stephenson, who is competing against the likes of Sal Romano, Tyler Mahle and Michael Lorenzen, came into the game with five 

earned runs on seven hits and four walks over three innings spanning two games. 

 

Castillo pleased with his pitches 

Luis Castillo made his third start of the spring and pitched 3 2/3 innings against the Rockies, giving up two earned runs on five hits 

with two walks and four strikeouts. He threw 66 pitches (44 strikes). 

 

"He was good," Price said. "I thought he was pretty sharp. He didn't have his great sinker, but all in all, it was a pretty good mix of 

pitches." 

 

Colorado was held scoreless until the fourth inning, when Castillo walked Tom Murphy on four pitches with one out. Noel Cuevas 

followed with an RBI double lined to center field and scored on a lined RBI single to center by Brendan Rodgers. 

 

"My command was really good today with every pitch -- the slider, changeup and two-seamer as well," Castillo said through an 

interpreter. "At the end, it was very good for me." 

 

The two-seam fastball was a pitch Castillo didn't unveil until July of last season, but he plans on using it as part of his four-pitch 

mix this year. 

 

"I really believe in this pitch," said Castillo, who has a 3.24 ERA this spring. "When you believe in a pitch, you can throw it at any 

time in any count." 

 

Votto putting in extra effort 

Wednesday's 14-12 loss to the White Sox was a three-hour, 36-minute game with lots of long innings. But Joey Votto lasted longer 

than most of the regulars, playing through the seventh. He went 1-for-4 with a walk, notching his first hit of the spring. 

 

"He wanted to play seven full innings," Price said on Thursday morning. "After about four, I said '[It felt like] you've already played 

seven.' He's got a great outlook. He said this is preparing mentally for the games like this. You're going to have those games that are 

going to have either a delay or are just painfully slow. It's battle of attrition to stay in it. He did a terrific job. He could have begged 

out, but he didn't. He didn't even consider it. I was going to pinch-run for him in his last at-bat, but he really wanted to go out there 

and defend." 

 

Votto, who finished second to Giancarlo Stanton for the National League MVP Award by a mere two points, tasked himself in the 

offseason to be a better baserunner. Price has noticed the extra effort. 

 

"He's really getting after it," Price said. "You look at the detail stuff. If you look at how he's coming out of the box, you look at his 

secondary leads, his first-to-third, his aggression on the bases, he's setting an example through the way he plays. He's the right guy 

to be setting the tone for this camp and this team." 

 

Up next 



The Reds will play their first night game of then spring when they host the Rangers at 8:05 p.m. ET on Friday (listen live on 

Gameday Audio). Anthony DeSclafani will make his third start, and Mahle is also scheduled to pitch. Votto is slated to be in the 

starting lineup. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Spring Training: Cincinnati Reds fall to Colorado Rockies on walk-off hit 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 6:15 p.m. ET March 8, 2018 | Updated 6:24 p.m. ET March 8, 2018 

 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. – The Reds lost to the Colorado Rockies 3-2 on Sam Hilliard's walk-off, RBI single off left-hander Kyle 

Crockett in the ninth. The Reds are 4-10-1 on the spring.  

 

The game in three paragraphs: 

 

Right-hander Luis Castillo went 3 ⅔ innings and allowed two runs on five hits. He walked two and struck out four. He’s been the 

Reds most impressive starter this spring. “My command was very good today with every pitch – slider, changeup, two-seamer as 

well,” Castillo said. “That was very good for me.” The two-seamer, added last season, is now a regular part of Castillo’s repertoire. 

“I really believe in that pitch,” he said. “When you believe in a pitch, you can throw it any time, any count.”  

 

Billy Hamilton was back in the lineup after missing two games with an injured left index finger. He went 0-for-2 with a sacrifice. 

He is 0-for-16 on the spring. 

 

Robert Stephenson had his best outing of the spring. He allowed one hit over three scoreless innings. He walked none and struck out 

three. Stephenson had allowed five runs on seven hits over three innings in his previous two outings. "He used his fastball more and 

was a lot more acute with his command," Reds manager Bryan Price said.  

 

Up next 

 

The Reds are home against the Texas Rangers in their first night game of spring. Right-hander Anthony DeSclafani (0-1, 6.75 ERA) 

faces right-hander Doug Fister (0-0, 0.00) in 8:05 p.m. (WLW). 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds star Joey Votto is looking to improve a different aspect of his game 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 1:02 p.m. ET March 8, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Immediately after Joey Votto lost the National League MVP by a single vote,  he told the gathered media 

why. 

 

“Base-running crushed me,” he said. 

 

He was right. fangraphs.com rated him as the worst base-runner in Major League Baseball at -9.6. MVP winner Giancarlo Stanton 

wasn’t great at -2.4. But that was enough to edge Stanton's WAR (Wins Above Replacement) over Votto’s.  

 

Reds manager Bryan Price pointed out that Votto’s been focused on the base-running this spring.  

 

“He's really getting after it, you look at the detail stuff, if you look at how he's coming out of the box, you look at his secondary 

leads, his first-to-third,” Price said. “His aggression on the bases, he's setting an example through the way he plays. He's the right 

guy to be setting the tone for this camp and this team.” 

 

Votto always tries to improve on his weaknesses. He had a bad season defensively in there 2016. His defensive WAR was -2.4. He 

worked on the defense in the offseason and improved his defensive WAR to 0.2. He went from the 16th best first baseman on 

fangraphs.com ratings to the third best. 

 

“I thought I played very well last year,” Votto said. “But there are certainly some things to get better at. I look forward to righting 

those wrongs.” 

 

Votto played seven full innings of Wednesday’s 3-hour, 36-minutes marathon.  

 



“He wanted to play seven full innings,” Price said. “After about four, I said ‘you’ve already played seven.’ He’s got a great outlook. 

He said this is preparing mentally for the games like this. You’re going to have those games that are going to have either a delay or 

are just painfully slow. It’s battle of attrition to stay in it. He did a terrific job. He could have begged out, but he didn’t. He didn’t 

even consider it.” 

 

OUTFIELD ROTATION? There will be a Ballpark Factor in the Reds' four-man outfield rotation. If Billy Hamilton is out of the 

lineup, that means Scott Schebler will have to play center. 

 

Playing center in Great American Ball Park means covering a lot less ground than in Coors Field in Denver or Petco Park in San 

Diego.  

 

“It’s an imperfect world,” Price said. “It’s like if have an elite defensive shortstop when you do you give him the day off? That’s not 

necessarily defined by the field. It’s defined by when the guy needs a day off, sometimes when the best offensive matchup is out 

there. I can’t commit completely to how the rotation will go based on the fields where we’re playing. However, that will certainly be 

a consideration.” 

 

The Reds also have Ben Revere, a true center fielder, in camp. But Price is confident in the Schebler. 

 

“Any time Billy Hamilton is your starting center fielder and you’re giving him a day off, it would be hard to find a comparable 

player to defend the way Billy does,” Price said. “But Scott, I think, has good instincts in center field.” 

 

 

Reds manager Price on the return of Zack Weiss: 'Who knows? He could make our club' 

Adam Baum, abaum@enquirer.com  

Published 10:43 a.m. ET March 8, 2018 | Updated 12:43 p.m. ET March 8, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Two seasons ago, Zack Weiss was a rising star in the Cincinnati Reds organization. 

 

The 25-year-old right-handed relief pitcher was rated by Baseball America as the 27th-best prospect in the organization in 2016.  

 

Disaster derailed that rise right as the 2013 sixth-round draft pick was getting his shot.  

 

For a pitcher, disaster usually means surgery, and for Weiss, it meant arthroscopic surgery in December 2016 to remove scar tissue 

from his right elbow.  

 

"It was kind of crummy timing," said Weiss. "It was my first opportunity in big league camp and it just never really felt right the 

whole time I was in camp in '16.  

 

"It was frustrating because of how long it took. We tried like a bunch of different approaches and tried to avoid having surgery 

which I think is the right move because once you go in there it's really not quite the exact same. I'm happy to kind of put that behind 

me and go forth and pitch instead of worrying about a lot of doubts in the back of your head."  

 

Weiss has put it behind him. 

 

"I think the hardest part was just recovering your arm when you're in a rehab throwing program," said Weiss, who played college 

baseball at UCLA and pitched in the 2013 College World Series. "It's like, 'Does it hurt? No. OK, good. Check that box.' It's not like 

you're building up like you would for a normal season. So there'd be days where I felt really good on a lot of rest, then if I was on 

short rest I wouldn't really bounce back like I used to. That was my main focus going into this offseason was getting my arm back 

into the shape it was in so that you can throw every day as a reliever."  

 

After making his return last season, Weiss posted a 2.63 earned-run average with 10 saves between Class-A Dayton and AA 

Pensacola.  

 

This season in spring training, Weiss, who's on the 40-man roster right now, has taken another step back to his old form. He's 

thrown four scoreless innings and allowed just one hit with five strikeouts and one save.  

 

Reds manager Bryan Price has noticed the way Weiss has worked his way back from injury.  

 

"He throws the ball easy but it explodes out of his hand, and he can really spin the baseball and really spin the curveball," Price said. 

"He's been very impressive because he has been that guy that's come into some later-game situations with a lead, close games, 

regardless of who's in the lineup at the time he's challenged hitters in the strike zone with good stuff.  

 



"I think he's gonna be a good one and we liked him a lot when we were watching him in the minor leagues and hoped to see him 

two years ago in big-league camp (to) really showcase what he could do and that arm setback probably affected his chances of being 

in the big leagues.  

 

"I would have guessed that in '16 and or '17 he would have been on our staff at some point had he stayed healthy. I think he's gonna 

compete his way all the way to the end and if he doesn't make the team I imagine we'll see him at some point during the year.  

 

"Who knows? He could make our club. He's very impressive." 

 

 

Fay's Roster Madness II: Predicting the Cincinnati Reds 25-man roster three weeks from Opening Day 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 8:00 a.m. ET March 9, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — The Reds are less than three weeks from Opening Day. So it’s time I make another fearless prediction on 

the roster they take  northeast for Opening Day. 

 

There are still 61 players in the camp, but that’s largely because the minor league games haven’t begun.  

 

“Their first scheduled games are (March 15),” Reds manager Bryan Price. “We’ll make some roster adjustments here in next few 

days to get a few guys out, but until the minor leagues game start, it doesn’t necessitate a big move.” 

 

The biggest moves roster come until a week or so before Opening Day that’s when the Reds have to make calls on Ben Revere, 

Cliff Pennington and Oliver Perez, three veterans on minor league contracts with a good shot at making the 25-man. 

 

I took stab at predicting on the day full-squad workouts began. I’ll work off that list: 

 

Here goes with my forecast:  

 

The Rotation: 

 

RH Homer Bailey 

 

RH Anthony DeSclafani 

 

RH Luis Castillo 

 

LH Brandon Finnegan 

 

RH Sal Romano 

 

The Skinny: Nothing has happened to change my mind on the any of the five. Bailey, DeSclafani and Finnegan have shown they’re 

healthy. Castillo was a lock from the beginning, and Romano has pitched well. Bailey and DeSclafani have each had a rough outing, 

but that happens in the Cactus League. 

 

Romano was my pick to win the last spot based on what he did late last year. He was 3-3 with a 3.17 ERA over his last eight starts. 

He’s outpitched Robert Stephenson, Michael Lorenzen and Tyler Mahle. 

 

The Bullpen 

 

RH Raisel Iglesias 

 

RH Jared Hughes 

 

LH Wandy Peralta 

 

RH David Hernandez 

 

RH Kevin Shackelford 

 

LH Cody Reed 

 



RH Michael Lorenzen 

 

RH Austin Brice  

 

The skinny: This got tougher to call because Price is on record as saying he wants a five-man bench — and the Reds signed Perez, 

and Amir Garrett has been sensational, and Zack Weiss, Tanner Rainey or Jimmy Herget have pitched their way in the picture. 

 

So here’s my revised guess. And past the top three, it’s just that — a guess. 

 

Iglesias 

 

Hughes 

 

Hernandez 

 

Peralta 

 

Perez 

 

Lorenzen 

 

Rainey 

 

The Starting 8 

 

CF Billy Hamilton 

 

2B Scooter Gennett 

 

1B Joey Votto 

 

LF Adam Duvall 

 

RF Scott Schebler 

 

3B Eugenio Suarez 

 

SS Jose Peraza 

 

C Tucker Barnhart 

 

The Skinny: Nothing’s changed. But the Reds have Plan B for Hamilton (Revere) as well as Peraza (Pennington). 

 

The Bench 

 

C Devin Mesoraco 

 

OF Jesse Winker 

 

INF Cliff Pennington 

 

OF Patrick Kivlehan 

 

The Skinny: I’d replace Kivlehan with Revere. And I think Dilson Herrera makes it out of camp, largely because he’s out of 

options. The five-man bench allows that.  

 

While Price says he wants the best 25, I don’t see Nick Senzel making it. The Reds aren’t going to give up a year of control for two 

weeks or so playing time. 

 

 

 



THE ATHLETIC 
 

Four outfielders, three spots: What will play into Bryan Price's decisions? 

By Joel Luckhaupt 2h ago     

 

The Reds believe they have four everyday outfielders, but there are only three spots. 

 

Adam Duvall, Billy Hamilton, Scott Schebler and Jesse Winker will play, Reds manager Bryan Price said, but he’ll have to mix and 

match throughout the year to get them all in the lineup. 

 

The quartet has a mixture of skills – power, speed, plate discipline and defense – with one switch-hitter, a right-handed hitter and 

two lefties. Price certainly has many options to work with, but the question is, how will he balance playing four guys in three spots? 

 

A strict three-days on, one-day off rotation doesn’t make much sense at this level, and it’s safe to assume that isn’t Price’s plan. So, 

what might some of the factors that the Reds manager will consider? 

 

Platoon splits 

 

The most reliable splits out there typically are a hitter’s lefty-righty splits. There’s a good reason positional platoons are almost 

always based on a player’s handedness at the plate. It’s relatively predictable. 

 

Balancing the use of these splits will be a challenge for Price, who has said, “I really don’t want to talk these guys into believing 

that they’re not good enough to face left-on-left or tough right-on-right matchups.” 

 

The other tough part is that while Duvall is the only one of the group that bats exclusively right-handed, he does not have a 

significant split between pitcher handedness. Take a look at this table of career Weighted On-base Average (wOBA) versus each 

throwing side (via FanGraphs.com): 

 

Platoon wOBA Duvall Hamilton       Schebler        Winker 

vs LHP                .340 .263          .307         .155* 

vs RHP                .321 .286          .336         .438 

 

* – Winker only has 26 career big league PA vs LHP. The difference between his minor league OPS vs RHP (.875) and vs LHP 

(.771) is much less dramatic. 

 

Also, while Schebler has a fairly large split, that difference was much smaller in 2017 (.331 vs RHP and .327 vs LHP), though that 

could be a sample-size issue. 

 

Look for most of Duvall’s rest to come versus right-handed pitchers, but given the group he has, the bigger challenge for Price will 

be how to best manage the outfield versus lefties. 

 

Park size 

 

One of the beauties of the game of baseball is the non-uniformity of each playing field’s dimensions. From shallow lines to 

cavernous center fields, the game has it all. The little quirks can lead to significant differences between two parks, especially in the 

amount of outfield ground that needs to be covered. 

 

Based upon this 2015 study at FanGraphs.com, Great American Ball Park has the fourth-smallest outfield in the game. This is a 

good reason why GABP has the homer haven reputation it so rightly deserves. A ball over the outfielder’s head is also frequently 

over the outfield wall. 

 

Kauffman Stadium in Kansas City, by comparison, has approximately 10,000 more square feet of ground for outfielders to patrol 

than GABP. Who the manager puts out there to defend that area can make a big difference in how that day’s game goes. 

 

The biggest decision point defensively for the Reds is who plays center field. In limited time there, Schebler has shown that he can 

handle center field, but he’s nowhere close to the class of defender of Hamilton, who has been a Gold Glove finalist each of the last 

three seasons. When the Reds play in a large park like Coors Field or Chase Field, Hamilton should definitely be manning center. 

However, in a smaller park like Wrigley Field, the Reds might be more willing to make do with Hamilton’s glove saved as a late-

inning replacement. 

 



While the overall outfield at GABP is smaller, center field is about the median in area. Hamilton still has value there defensively, so 

the decision to play him likely will come down to other factors such as… 

 

Reds pitcher type 

 

Outfield defense matters much more when you have a flyball pitcher on the mound. Here are the groundball rates for the past two 

seasons for the pitchers in contention for starting rotation this spring: 

 

Pitcher                           2016 2017 

Homer Bailey             51%  45% 

Luis Castillo             48%  49% 

Anthony DeSclafani        43%  DNP 

Brandon Finnegan           38%  49% 

Amir Garrett             48%  41% 

Michael Lorenzen            63%  55% 

Tyler Mahle             43%  42% 

Sal Romano             47%  49% 

Robert Stephenson          39%  38% 

Includes minor league numbers 

 

The Reds don’t have many groundball-heavy pitchers, but when Luis Castillo, Sal Romano or even Homer Bailey, whose 

groundball numbers were much closer to 50 percent before last year, are on the mound, Price may be able to sacrifice some outfield 

defense. If Michael Lorenzen makes the rotation, don’t be surprised to see Hamilton sit on his days to pitch either. 

 

Lineup need 

 

Separately from the decision about who plays the outfield when certain pitchers are on the mound is the question of who plays the 

infield. If Castillo is on the rubber, Price may want stronger defense on the infield. That could mean Cliff Pennington starting in 

place of Scooter Gennett. A drop in offensive production on the infield may encourage Price to go with an offense-first outfield, 

meaning Duvall, Schebler and Winker. Having a variety of player abilities can allow Price to get creative with his decisions. 

 

Similarly, if Eugenio Suárez is getting a rest day at third base, expect to see Winker in the lineup. A lineup without Suárez and 

Winker will likely be short on players who can reliably get on base. In order to keep that balance, Price should avoid having both 

hitters on the bench together. 

 

Needed rest 

 

The advantage of having a rotation in the outfield is that Price can keep his players fresh longer. This might especially benefit 

Duvall, who, while he has played 150-plus games in each of the last two seasons, has struggled in the second half of each of those 

years. 

 

Adam Duvall wOBA by Half 2016 2017 

First Half                              .348 .363 

Second Half                              .315 .282 

 

If Duvall is wearing down as the season goes on, regular rest may be just what he needs to keep hammering the ball throughout the 

year. 

 

There will be a lot that goes into Price’s decisions for whom he starts in the outfield from day-to-day. And as he says, performance 

may dictate who gets the spots more regularly. It could be that by midseason someone is hitting too well to come out of the lineup 

or injuries have made the decision for the manager. With 486 outfield games available to work with, there is a lot of playing time 

available for each of these players, and it’s not unrealistic that they could all get 500 or more plate appearances. 

 

If Price is able to find the right balance and rhythm, the outfield could take a good step forward as a group. 

 

 

Q&A: Joey Votto on swinging… more? 

By Eno Sarris March 8, 2018     

 

Last year, Joey Votto almost broke a record. Nothing to do with homers, or walks, or value, or with homers, or walks, or value by a 

batter over 33. Nothing to do with results at all, actually. 

 



Last year, Joey Votto had the second-highest zone swing minus reach rate among qualified batters since we started tracking the stat 

in 2008. Maybe that statement doesn't wow. It's a bit of a mouthful. But considering that we're talking about the ability of a batter to 

swing at strikes and not swing at balls, it's obviously important to baseball success. 

 

Therefore it's impressive that the guy that knows the zone better than anyone, the guy who's as famous for not swinging as much as 

he's is for swinging, started to swing at more strikes last year, and paired that with his best stretch of not swinging at balls. 

 

Put the two together and it was a personal best — as you can see by the area between the top and bottom curves above — and if not 

for Chipper Jones in 2009, it would be the best season of all time by that metric.  

 

Given these added swings were a bit of a new direction for Votto, I thought they would provide us with a good entry point for our 

yearly spring check-in when I sat down with him at the Reds' facility in Goodyear. 

 

Was it a point of contention for you to swing at more strikes last year?  

 

Votto: For sure. 

 

What was that about for you? Just putting the ball in play because the ball is rewarding people more these days?  

 

I just thought there was more to be gained by putting the ball in play a little bit more. Without a doubt, the ball doesn't come off my 

bat as hard as it used to. I have to maximize the times I put the ball in play. When I was younger, I had read something along the 

lines that I was leading the league in line drives or leading the league in just general exit velocity… that's no longer the case. I do 

have to do different things to find success. 

 

Do you ever check your work? Do you go and look to see if that was a strike or not?  

 

I'm aware of the strike zone, yeah. 

 

I know you're aware of the strike zone, but do you ever, if there was a big call against you, do you go and check it out? 

 

I try not to do that too much, because I trust the umpires and I trust my strike zone instincts. It's a combination of, somebody missed 

something. I try to always assume that it's a 50/50 thing — I could have very well missed it as much as the umpire could have. The 

answer is, if it's one of those balls, if I'm uncertain, I might check, but I want to stay in the game and stay competitive. 

 

The reason I ask is because if it's not something you hone like that, it's an intuitive thing.  

 

Yeah it's not that. I'm just aware of the strike zone. 

 

You don't spend the offseason having a gun throw you balls and try not to swing at them.  

 

Oh no. [Laughs] I don't swing at all in the offseason. I did all that when I was a kid. 

 

So what is that perception like, then. Do you perceive a floating box that the ball is headed towards? Or is it just something you see 

out of the hand?  

 

Probably a bit of both. I don't know. I just… It's difficult to explain. There are so many reps that I've put in over the years, both in-

game and out-of-game, and staying inside of the strike zone, and just being able to tell where the ball is going. The biggest 

adjustment I've had to make over the years, because in general it's come very easy over the years, to me, I've had to make 

adjustments to some of the changes to the strike zone. I've noticed that there were more strikes being called low in the zone… 

 

Inside to lefties… 

 

Yeah, there have been some changes there, so any sort of adjustment to the strike zone, I have to make that adjustment. I have to be 

really cognizant of changes. 

 

In terms of swinging more, your four-seam heat maps seem pretty similar over the years. There might have been a little bit of a 

change with two-seamers. I talked to Eugenio Suarez last year about getting better at four-seamers — he'd always been good at 

hitting four-seamers — would you say that hitters are better at one type of fastball than the other? Was anything that happened last 

year an adjustment to two-seamers?  

 

I don't think we see balls with as much movement as we used to. 

 



Because of the focus on spin and high fastballs?  

 

Because guys throw harder than they used to. It's really hard to do that with any sort of sinker or sideways run. 

 

How do you square the fact that you're swinging at more pitches in the strike zone with the fact that you know there are bad pitches 

in the strike zone?  

 

There's a context to every “bad strike.” Two fastballs in the same location, they're both not bad and they're both not good just 

because they are in the same location. A different look could be the angle at which the guy throws the ball, the velocity, spin rate 

obviously, that's something that most people talk about. I just think of it as a guy that has a fastball that's a little bit more difficult to 

time and put a barrel on. Every pitch is not the same just because of location. 

 

That's how you perceive spin? More in terms of movement?  

 

I don't know if it's movement. It's… it feels like you have less time no matter the velocity. You have less time to get the barrel to the 

spot. 

 

I asked a lot of people last year about spin. About what they could see: seams, colors… 

 

No. No. You can definitely see spin. But spin rate? Which one are you asking about? 

 

I'm asking about spin, because then that would help inform me about seeing changes in rate and shape of the spin.  

 

Spin rate only feels like — I don't know what spin rate feels like. I only know what a fastball feels like. It could be 90, but the 

timing of it is not like the 90 you're used to. 

 

You want to give me a name? We can see what they're like?  

 

Addison Reed used to have one, even firing 91. [Kenley] Jansen. He's a great example. You look up and it's past you. 

 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
 

Mesoraco happy to be healthy again 

Gary Schatz  Contributing Writer 
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GOODYEAR, Ariz. 

Devin Mesoraco can work on his game this spring, albeit in a different role. 

 

The Reds’ top draft pick in 2007 was healthy over the winter and busy being a dad. That was in stark contrast to the last three 

offseasons. 

 

After an All-Star season in 2014, injuries — mainly hip and shoulder — have limited Mesoraco to 23, 16 and 56 games the last 

three seasons, respectively. A broken foot caused him to miss the final six weeks of the 2017 season. 

 

Now a backup to Gold Glove winner Tucker Barnhart, Mesoraco is just happy to be healthy. 

 

“No doubt it’s been great coming in here and just working on my game,” Mesoraco said. “I remember the last couple years, thinking 

I was doing a lot. In actuality, I wasn’t doing anything at all. 

 

“This year I can do everything without any restrictions.” 

 

Mesoraco played in 114 games in 2014. He hit .273, led Major League catchers with 25 home runs and was named to the NL All-

Star team. The Reds anointed Mesoraco the starting catcher after trading Ryan Hanigan at the end of 2013. The Reds signed 

Mesoraco to a four-year contract to avoid arbitration. The contract runs out after this season. 

 

Last season Mesoraco was limited to 39 starts at catcher. He hit .232 with six home runs and 14 RBIs. 

 

While Mesoraco struggled to stay on the field, Barnhart has assumed the starter’s role. He hit .257 in 2016 then .270 last season in 

addition to winning the Gold Glove. The Reds signed Barnhart in September to a contract extension that runs through the 2021 

season. 



 

“Because of Mesoraco’s maturity and his professionalism, I don’t think he’s conceding anything,” Price said. “When we’ve spoken 

about it, he knows he has to stay healthy and perform to create his opportunities. He knows the better he plays the more playing time 

he gets. He missed the bulk of the last three years and he takes ownership of that.” 

 

“It is imperative to have someone as grounded as Mes,” Pricea added. “It becomes cancerous to a ballclub when they’re not. 

Disgruntled players who wear that on their shoulder in the clubhouse become bad guys. Devin’s not that guy. He’s a realist. He 

understands what happened. He took the job from somebody else. We made a commitment to him. Ryan Hanigan was traded. We 

went all in on Devin.” 

 

Other than having a 6-month old son, Luke Devin, crawling around, Mesoraco had a normal offseason. 

 

“I was able to start my workouts when I wanted to. I was able to start hitting when I wanted to, no restrictions,” he said. “I’m 

thankful that nothing I had lingered too far into the offseason. It makes a big difference.” 

 

Mesoraco’s offseason work has carried over to the spring. He was hitting .267 with two doubles in 15 at bats through Wednesday. 

 

“Mesoraco looks really good. He’s moving behind the plate well. He’s throwing well. He looks more comfortable at the plate,” 

Price said. “He looks healthy. He looks athletic.” 

 

FRIDAY’S GAME 

Rangers at Reds, 8:05 p.m., 700 

 

Transactions 
 

03/08/18  

3B Zach Remillard assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

Washington Nationals optioned RHP Austin Voth to Syracuse Chiefs. 

OF Blake Rutherford assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

C Evan Skoug assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

C Michael Hickman assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

RHP Spencer Adams assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

RHP Tyler Johnson assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

IF Mitch Roman assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

OF Mason Robbins assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

SS Grant Massey assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

RHP John Gorman assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

1B Keon Barnum assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

RHP Robinson Leyer assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

IF Delvin Perez assigned to St. Louis Cardinals. 

2B Trent Giambrone assigned to Chicago Cubs. 

IF Bo Bichette assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

3B Vladimir Guerrero Jr. assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

LHP Alex Wells assigned to Baltimore Orioles. 

RHP Ryan Brasier assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

LHP Darwinzon Hernandez assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

2B Luis Rengifo assigned to Tampa Bay Rays. 

OF John Silviano assigned to Miami Marlins. 

Seattle Mariners sent RHP Shawn Armstrong outright to Tacoma Rainiers. 

  

 


