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Rox fry Fish; magic number for WC sits at 2 
 
By Thomas Harding and Owen Perkins / MLB.com | September 27th, 2017 
 
 
DENVER -- With the Rockies' next step toward a postseason berth decided early -- a six-run second inning powered a 15-

9 victory over the Marlins on Wednesday at Coors Field -- the afternoon became about right-hander Jon Gray making his 

case as the team's big-game pitcher. 

"That's the way I see it when I'm out there," Gray said. "That's where I want to be. That's what I want to be for my 

teammates and this ballclub." 

 

Gray had help. The Rockies batted around in the second and sixth innings, and they benefited from four RBIs each 

from Trevor Story and Ian Desmond, who had a three-run homer in the second. 

Holding the second National League Wild Card -- which would mean a postseason showdown with the D-backs next 

Wednesday in Phoenix -- the Rockies' magic number to clinch the berth sits at 2 over the Brewers, who lost to the Reds 

on Wednesday, and 1 over the Cardinals, who lost to the Cubs. 

Gray would figure to start the Wild Card Game, but he could also start either Sunday's regular-season finale if deemed 

necessary or a tiebreaker Monday if the season took such a turn. He ran his streak to 13 games giving up three or fewer 

runs, which is the second-longest in club history. Only a 14-game run by Ubaldo Jimenez, now with the Orioles, was 

longer. 

At times Wednesday, Gray bordered on untouchable. Gray fanned Giancarlo Stanton, the Marlins' 57-homer slugger, 

three times. 

MEDIA CLIPS – September 28, 2017 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592351/jon-gray
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
http://m.mlb.com/player/434622/ubaldo-jimenez
http://m.mlb.com/player/519317/giancarlo-stanton


    

2 
 

"He threw really good," Marlins outfielder Marcell Ozuna said. "He's a good pitcher. Sometimes we don't feel comfortable. 

Sometimes we put everything together. But we battled. He had a good start." 

Gray nearly escaped the fourth unscathed. With two on and one out, he forced a Derek Dietrich grounder, but Dietrich 

beat out the double play to gain an RBI. A.J. Ellis then homered for two runs. But Gray regrouped and blanked the 

Marlins for another two innings. 

"In the dugout, man, he was bummed after Ellis hit him into the seats," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "I'm really proud 

of Jon, the way he bounced back." 

Miami starter Adam Conley was unable to get out of the second inning for the second consecutive start, having given up 

seven runs in 1 2/3 innings Friday in Arizona. He allowed six runs on three hits and three walks in 1 1/3 innings -- the 

shortest outing of his career. 

"He runs into a couple good teams," Marlins manager Don Mattingly said. "Arizona's a good hitting ballclub. He didn't 

seem to fool anybody there. And these guys also. Walks a couple guys, a guy hits a homer, and he walks the next guy. 

He hasn't been very good in the last few, so it's probably the last [start] of the year. We'll put him in the 'pen and see if we 

get anything after that, let him get an inning in so he can walk off and feel good about it. We'll see what's happening, but 

obviously the ending wasn't very good for him." 

The Marlins came alive in the final two innings, adding six runs on seven hits -- including five doubles -- against four 

Rockies relievers. Dee Gordon singled to lead off the eighth against Antonio Senzatela and went to third on a double off 

the right-field wall from Tyler Moore. Christian Yelich and Ozuna both knocked run-scoring grounders before the inning 

ended. 

The Fish opened the ninth with four straight doubles against Jeff Hoffman, with Dietrich, Ellis, Miguel Rojas and Brian 

Anderson leading the late charge. Moore plated the fourth run of the inning with a single up the middle off Kyle Freeland 

before Pat Neshek came on to shut the door with a strikeout of Yelich, an infield single from Ozuna and a game-ending 

popup to first on the ninth batter of the inning. 

"I play the game hard," Ozuna said of the late-inning rallies. "I come to the field and if I can get it, I get it. If not, tomorrow's 

another day." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Desi time: Desmond took some boos from the crowd at Coors when he couldn't handle a Rojas line drive and struggled 

http://m.mlb.com/player/542303/marcell-ozuna
http://m.mlb.com/player/518618/derek-dietrich
http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
http://m.mlb.com/player/543045/adam-conley
http://m.mlb.com/player/543829/dee-gordon
http://m.mlb.com/player/622608/antonio-senzatela
http://m.mlb.com/player/489138/tyler-moore
http://m.mlb.com/player/592885/christian-yelich
http://m.mlb.com/player/656546/jeff-hoffman
http://m.mlb.com/player/500743/miguel-rojas
http://m.mlb.com/player/605119/brian-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/605119/brian-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/607536/kyle-freeland
http://m.mlb.com/player/450212/pat-neshek
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at the plate in Monday night's loss to the Marlins. But he has quietly improved production over the past week and a half. 

His bat became loud in the second, after Conley walked Story and Mark Reynolds. Desmond sent his seventh homer this 

season, and second in the past six games, the opposite way over the right-field wall for a 3-0 lead. In the past nine 

games, Desmond is hitting .344 (11-for-32) with two homers, six RBIs, four walks and six strikeouts. 

Do you really want that? Twice Wednesday, the Marlins intentionally walked Nolan Arenado to face Story, who 

spearheaded Tuesday's victory with a three-run shot in the first inning. In the fourth, after the Marlins had cut the 

difference to 6-3, Story delivered a two-run double off Junichi Tazawa, and he scored on Desmond's two-out single for 

a 9-3 advantage. 

QUOTABLE 

"Any win is really big right now. I mean, we've got to win every game we can. It was huge. It was just great to win the way 

we did and score all those runs. Just to score a lot of runs like that, it's a confidence booster." -- Arenado 

"We get behind yesterday, we get behind today early, their guys made a little run there and they just kind of kept going. It 

didn't seem to matter who we got out there today, [the Rockies] just kept banging it up." -- Mattingly, on the inability to 

contain Colorado 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 

Center fielder Charlie Blackmon's eighth-inning RBI single brought his season total to 100, all but one from the leadoff 

position. His next RBI as a leadoff man would tie the Angels' Darin Erstad (2000) for the Major League record from that 

spot. Blackmon's three-hit day gave him 66 multi-hit games this season, which tied Dante Bichette (1998) for the club 

record. 

HEATING UP 

After going 1-for-12 on the Rockies' last road trip and suffering a left shoulder injury on Saturday night that limited him to 

one pinch-hit appearance in the past two games, Rockies right fielder Carlos Gonzalez has heated up. The past two 

games have been his sixth and seventh three-hit games this season; he has three such games this month. 

FISH MARKET 

The sale of the Marlins to the group led by Derek Jeter and venture capitalist Bruce Sherman was approved by the 

Major League Baseball owners unanimously via conference call about an hour before the game started Wednesday. 

Players and coaches hadn't had much chance to process the move, which is likely to become official when the sale closes 

Monday. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/448602/mark-reynolds
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.rockies.mlb.com/news/article/256445202/rockies-trevor-story-heating-up-in-final-month/
http://m.mlb.com/player/547749/junichi-tazawa
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.marlins.mlb.com/news/article/256373722/mlb-owners-approve-new-marlins-ownership/
http://m.marlins.mlb.com/news/article/256373722/mlb-owners-approve-new-marlins-ownership/
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"I don't think it's been that big of an issue," Mattingly said. "Obviously it's going to be a new group, a new thought process. 

We'll see where that goes. We were assuming it was going to get official at some point, and then we'll have some type of 

direction, which way we want to go, but that just hasn't happened yet, so it's hard to kind of react to it." 

"I don't know what kind of team they're going to build, a new team," Ozuna said. "I don't know what's going to happen next 

year to everyone who played here this year." 

UNDER REVIEW 

The Marlins won their second challenge in two days on plays involving the tag of a sliding runner at second base. With 

two outs, a man on third and six runs already in from a second-inning rally, Story attempted to steal second and was 

initially called safe after beating the throw to the base. The replay officials determined that Story lost contact with the bag 

while Gordon maintained contract on the tag. The play was overturned, and Story was ruled out to end the inning. 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Marlins: The Marlins start a four-game series with the Braves on Thursday at 7:10 p.m. ET to determine second place in 

the National League East. Southpaw Dillon Peters makes his sixth big league start. He is 0-2 with a 6.31 ERA, with 18 

runs yielded on 30 hits and 15 walks while striking out 23 over 25 2/3 innings. Peters has never faced Atlanta. 

Rockies: Righty Chad Bettis (1-4, 5.72 ERA), whose lone win since his return from testicular cancer came at Los 

Angeles -- five innings, six hits, four runs (three earned) -- on Sept. 9, will face the Dodgers at Coors Field on Friday at 

6:40 p.m. MST 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/596071/dillon-peters
http://m.mlb.com/player/518452/chad-bettis
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Trevor revving up in time for postseason push 
Story notches four RBIs in series-finale win over Marlins 
 
By Thomas Harding / MLB.com | @harding_at_mlb | September 27th, 2017 

 

DENVER -- To fully appreciate Rockies shortstop Trevor Story's four-RBI performance in Wednesday's 15-9 victory over 

the Marlins, which followed a three-run homer in a win the previous night, it's instructive to go back to early September. 

In the dugout before a game against the D-backs, Story considered his .229 batting average at the time and smiled. But 

he said, "I learned to separate my performance from the team," and the team was in the postseason hunt. 

Now with the Rockies within reach of securing the second National League Wild Card -- which would mean a trip to 

Arizona next Wednesday for a one-game showdown -- Story is starting to drive the Rockies' success. 

 

Story singled in two runs in the second inning and doubled in two more in the fourth on Wednesday. Each came after 

Marlins intentionally walked Nolan Arenado. Story has managed hits in 19 of his past 22 games. With the Rockies having 

won their past two games to stay ahead of the Brewers and Cardinals, who are giving chase, Story's recent success is 

giving the offense another weapon. 

"I've said it about a million times; it's a game of ups and downs," Story said. "You're not always doing great. But having 

that attitude has served me well, for sure." 

 

A sign of how well Story is doing is the fact that manager Bud Black moved him to the cleanup spot against Marlins lefty 

starter Adam Conley, who was burned on the double. Story is hitting .307 (39-for-127) off lefties. But the two-run single 

during a three-run inning that took the lead to 9-3 lead came off righty Junichi Tazawa. And the homer Tuesday came off 

a righty, Jose Urena. When a player is hitting like that, he justifies the decision to use him at cleanup when it fits. 

Story, who hit 27 homers in 97 games before suffering a torn ligament in his left thumb in 2016, is hitting .235 with 23 

home runs and 80 RBIs in 142 games. His 188 strikeouts lead the NL, but Wednesday was his sixth game this month 

without one. 

And it's not often that team will intentionally walk a man to get to the cleanup hitter. But the guy ahead of him is Arenado. 

"Sometimes you take it personal," Story said. "It gives you a little extra incentive to get those guys in, for sure." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.rockies.mlb.com/news/article/256376620/rockies-rout-marlins-in-series-finale-win/
http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/standings/wildcard.jsp
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/543045/adam-conley
http://m.mlb.com/player/547749/junichi-tazawa
http://m.mlb.com/player/570632/jose-urena
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Rockies no longer an offense-only squad 
Reimplementation of curveball has helped pitching staff emerge 
 
By Tracy Ringolsby / MLB.com | @TracyRingolsby | September 27th, 2017 

 

The secret is becoming public. The Rockies are in position to claim a postseason berth for only the fourth time in the 

franchise's 25-year history, as anyone who glances at the Wild Card standings each day can tell. What people are only 

starting to come to grips with is that Colorado's pitching staff can be a difference-maker. 

Since their inception, the Rockies have been known for their ability to put runs on the board. Now they're starting to get 

the attention of the rest of the National League for their ability to get outs, too. 

Sure, over the years, they have had a pitcher or two who would stand out. But never have they had such a young rotation, 

much less a rotation that has emerged as the reason the team is sitting atop the battle for the second NL Wild Card spot 

with four days remaining in the regular season despite an offense that has stumbled through September. 

The seeds were planted a year ago with the hiring of pitching coach Steve Foster and the return of the first Rockies 

closer, Darren Holmes, as the bullpen coach, and their focus on instilling a mentality among the staff of the importance of 

having velocity variation in a repertoire. 

And they threw the rest of the baseball world a curve -- putting an emphasis on the curveball, the pitch that was Holmes' 

calling card, and the changeup. 

The hiring last October of Bud Black as the manager reinforced the preaching of Foster and Holmes. 

It's about pitchers having an arsenal of a four-seam fastball, changeup and curveball, a pitch that former front-office 

executive Bill Geivett greatly de-emphasized because of the altitude but Colorado has restored to the game plan. 

"There is an adjustment with the release point [from sea level]," said Black, "but it still has value. It changes eye level, and 

with the variation [in velocity] and movement, it's a changeup with movement." 

http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/standings/wildcard.jsp
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Then there's the changeup. There is an adjustment in the grip from the fastball to the changeup. But the mechanics of the 

delivery is the same, which creates a timing problem for hitters who often wind up being late on the fastball and early on 

the changeup. 

"The changeup is a power pitch," said Black. "Power is not velocity. It's mental strength. When a pitcher realizes a 

changeup is equal to a power fastball, it becomes an effective pitch for him." 

The Rockies' staff has become believers. 

And it shows, even at Coors Field. 

Some numbers to consider: 

• Tuesday night's 6-0 victory against the Marlins marked the Rockies' seventh shutout at Coors Field this season, a 

home-field record for a franchise that has had only 59 shutouts total at home in its 25-year existence. This is a franchise 

that has had three or fewer shutouts at home in 20 seasons, including five in which it didn't have any. 

• Among the 15 lowest career ERAs at Coors Field -- minimum 65 innings and at least five starts -- Tyler Anderson, who 

started what became shutouts in his last two Coors Field appearances, is the all-time leader at 3.31, and Kyle Freeland is 

No. 2 at 3.66. Four other current members of the staff rank in the top 13. 

• Colorado is 14-12 this month, but its staff ERA is 3.90, 11th- owest in MLB. 

It has been a team effort. 

Scouting director Bill Schmidt and the amateur scouts drafted Freeland, Gray and Anderson with first-round picks and 

took Chad Bettis in the second round. Latin scouting coordinator Rolando Fernandez signed Antonio Senzatela, and the 

pro scouting staff made recommendations that led to acquiring Jeff Hoffman, German Marquez and Tyler Chatwood in 

trades. 

Chatwood was mostly established in the Majors by the end of 2014, but each of the others spent time in a farm system 

that underwent a drastic instructional adjustment after Geivett's departure, including the reaffirmation of the curveball. 

Then those young pitchers got to the Majors, where the philosophy has been reinforced. 

http://m.rockies.mlb.com/news/article/256183804/rockies-trevor-story-hits-three-run-homer/
http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/607536/kyle-freeland
http://m.mlb.com/player/518452/chad-bettis
http://m.mlb.com/player/622608/antonio-senzatela
http://m.mlb.com/player/656546/jeff-hoffman
http://m.mlb.com/player/608566/german-marquez
http://m.mlb.com/player/543022/tyler-chatwood
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Black, along with Holmes and Foster, are proponents of the curve, which was a staple for many amateur pitchers who 

came out of Colorado and worked with the late Robert "Bus" Campbell, whose primary pitch was a knuckle-curve that he 

actually taught former NL Cy Young Award runner-up Burt Hooton when Hooton pitched for the Boulder Collegians one 

summer. 

"It's about controlling bat speed," said Black. "You do that with the variation in your velocity." 

It's a basic principle of pitching that has been embraced by the Rockies' current staff. 
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McMahon gleaning wisdom from Rox vets 
 
By Thomas Harding / MLB.com | @harding_at_mlb | September 27th, 2017 

 

DENVER -- Rockies No. 3 prospect Ryan McMahon, not playing much in the club's push for the postseason, felt that his 

thought process in the batter's box seems similar to that of catcher Jonathan Lucroy, even though McMahon hits left and 

Lucroy hits right. 

A simple meal turned into class. 

"We sat down in the food room for, like, 45 minutes," McMahon said. "To be honest, he hit me with a whole lot of stuff 

about all these hitters. I was like, 'You really think of all that stuff?' I was amazed." 

McMahon, a third baseman and first baseman, plus outfielders Raimel Tapia and Mike Tauchman and catcher Tom 

Murphy, have had a combined total of 35 at-bats since the roster expanded on Sept. 1. Realistically, unless injuries 

occur, Tapia and Tauchman are the only ones with a shot at a postseason roster because of their speed on the bases. 

But it's not as if they're wasting their time. 

McMahon, for example, said he has been tailing Pat Valaika, the team's top pinch-hitter, taking pregame swings 

alongside him. With 35 players in the clubhouse, those not expected to play regularly sometimes have to yield practice 

time to regulars. But it doesn't stop them from watching and taking notes. 

"It's extremely valuable for my future to watch guys like Charlie Blackmon prepare every day, seeing Ian Desmond and 

guys like that," said McMahon, who is 2-for-14 with a double in 15 at-bats over 14 games, after hitting .355 with 20 home 

runs, 88 RBIs, 39 doubles and four triples combined at Double-A Hartford and Triple-A Albuquerque. "I'm seeing what 

guys do, paying attention to each pitch, each game." 

Rockies manager Bud Black said the right approach to being with the club could make a huge difference to some of the 

players trying to break into the Majors. 

"You hear me talk about experience is the best teacher, and them being here is a great opportunity to watch this," Black 

said. "Even though they're not playing a lot, they're experiencing the feel in the dugout. They're experiencing the feel in 

the clubhouse. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=col
http://m.mlb.com/player/641857/ryan-mcmahon
http://m.mlb.com/player/518960/jonathan-lucroy
http://m.mlb.com/player/606132/raimel-tapia
http://m.mlb.com/player/643565/mike-tauchman
http://m.mlb.com/player/608596/tom-murphy
http://m.mlb.com/player/608596/tom-murphy
http://m.mlb.com/player/642162/pat-valaika
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
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"They're experiencing the conversations, so this will not be foreign to them when this happens again. They'll be in a better 

position to handle what goes along with September baseball. We've given them a little bit -- not a lot, obviously -- but the 

time they've been here has been invaluable from a confidence standpoint." 

And McMahon knows to be ready. In 2007, outfielder Seth Smith appeared in seven games, yet he became a pinch-hit 

star on the team's march to the World Series. 

"I have heard about that," McMahon said, smiling. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/452234/seth-smith
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Rox aiming for WC clinch; Dodgers seek HFA 
 
By Thomas Harding / MLB.com | @harding_at_mlb | September 27th, 2017 

 

Right-hander Chad Bettis hopes his step in the right direction in his last regular-season start becomes a sprint -- possibly 

toward helping the Rockies in the postseason -- when he faces the Dodgers on Friday night at Coors Field. 

With a magic number of two, Colorado entered Thursday with a 2 1/2-game lead over Milwaukee for the second National 

League Wild Card spot and 3 1/2 over St. Louis. 

Bettis, who missed the season's first four months fighting testicular cancer, gave up one run and seven hits in 4 2/3 

innings of the club's 5-0 loss at San Diego on Saturday. The Rockies pulled him after 85 pitches, since they had plenty of 

depth with the expanded roster. Bettis, who struck out three against two walks, made major strides in his delivery after 

giving up five runs in one-third of an inning his previous time out and receiving eight days of rest to correct the flaws. 

Looking to set a Los Angeles-era record with their 103rd victory, the Dodgers, a potential National League Division Series 

opponent should the Rockies lock up a berth and win the Wild Card Game, will start lefty Hyun-Jin Ryu, who has a 1.38 

ERA with 13 strikeouts -- but seven walks -- this month. 

Three things to know about this game 

• Ryu will test the patience of Rockies batters. According to Statcast, Ryu has allowed only a .238 slugging percentage on 

his offspeed pitches since the All-Star break. That leads all left-handed starters who have ended at least 50 at-bats with 

offspeed offerings during that time. 

• Coors Field has been good to Bettis. The Rockies have won all but two of his 14 home starts since July 9, 2016. 

• Ryu is 1-2 with a 5.52 ERA in three starts, covering 14 2/3 innings, at Coors Field. 
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Jon Gray, resurgent offense rip Marlins as Rockies move closer to playoffs 
Colorado’s unpredictable offense is sizzling again 
 
By Patrick Saunders / Denver Post | September 27th, 2017 

 

Remember the uptight, bat-clenching, teeth-grinding Rockies team that appeared to be in danger of blowing its playoff 

chance earlier this week? 

You can toss that team back into the closet, at least for the time being. 

Sending a signal that it just might be ready for baseball’s prime time, Colorado drubbed Miami 15-9 at cool, wet Coors 

Field on Wednesday behind a 14-hit attack and another big-game performance from starter Jon Gray. 

“I feel like we’ve had control of our own destiny for more than a month, but we just had to start producing on offense,” third 

baseman Nolan Arenado said as music blared in the clubhouse. “We’re starting to do that now, at the right time. That’s 

good to see.” 

Colorado’s offense, so unpredictable the second half of the season, is sizzling again. Trevor Story knocked in four runs 

and had a two-run double in the fourth. Carlos Gonzalez went 3-for-4, including two doubles, and had two RBIs. 

Ian Desmond, inconsistent all season, had one of his best games in Rockies purple. Starting in left field, Desmond hit a 

three-run homer in a six-run second inning and added an RBI single in Colorado’s three-run fourth. 

The victory, coupled with losses by Milwaukee and St. Louis, reduced the Rockies’ magic number to clinch a wild-card 

playoff game to two. Colorado moved 2½ games in front of Milwaukee, which lost 6-0 to Cincinnati, and 3½ games ahead 

of St. Louis, which lost 5-1 to the Cubs, for the National League’s second wild card. 

Gray was dominant at times during his six-inning outing. He used his diabolical slider, as well as some well-timed 

curveballs, to strike out Marlins slugger Giancarlo Stanton three consecutive times en route to his 10th win. Stanton, 

traditionally a Rockies killer, finished the three-game series 1-for-12 with a double. He left Coors Field still stuck on 57 

home runs. 

Gray suffered a big hiccup in the fourth inning, getting raked for three runs on four hits, including a 414-foot, two-run 

homer by A.J. Ellis. But Gray came back to retire seven consecutive batters after getting a life lesson from catcher 

Jonathan Lucroy. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/jon-gray/
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113234.html
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/carlos-gonzalez/
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Lucroy, telling Gray he needs to maintain “tunnel vision” on the mound, instructed Gray to flush the bad inning down the 

toilet. Literally. 

“I actually did that,” Gray said. “I took a piece of gum wrapper and I threw it into the toilet and flushed it down.” 

Asked if that will be his “new thing,” Gray quipped: “I guess that will have to be, now.” 

Manager Bud Black called Gray’s rebound from the tough inning “critical.” 

“They got it to 6-3, and with (Miami’s) offense and how they have been swinging it lately, there was a lot of game left,” 

Black said. “Jon was really bummed in the dugout after Ellis hit one into the seats, but I was very proud of Jon and how he 

bounced back.” 

Over his past five starts, Gray is 4-0 with a 2.10 ERA. He has allowed three or fewer runs in 13 consecutive starts, the 

second-longest single-season streak in franchise history. Ubaldo Jimenez had a 14-game streak in 2010. 

“The thing we have really never had in my time here is a stopper; somebody you can count on to every fifth day to pick 

you up,” Arenado said. “I think we are seeing Jon grow into that this season.” 

Black, naturally, was thrilled with an offense that not only pounded out 14 hits but walked 10 times and batted 9-for-17 

with runners in scoring position. 

“It was a good offensive day,” Black said. “I liked the walks and all the baserunners today, and I really liked the way we 

took our at-bats.” 

The game turned ugly late when Miami scored six runs over the final two innings and rocked rookie right-hander Jeff 

Hoffman for four runs in the ninth. 

The Rockies are off Thursday, but they’ll be scoreboard watching to see how the Brewers and Cardinals fare. Colorado’s 

three-game weekend series against the Los Angeles Dodgers at Coors Field closes out the regular season. 

If the Rockies capture the NL’s second wild-card spot, they would play at Arizona on Wednesday at 6:08 p.m. MDT in a 

one-game, wild-card playoff game for the right to play the Dodgers in a division series. 

 

http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player116576.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player116576.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-teams.aspx?page=/data/mlb/teams/team2967.html
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Charlie Blackmon gets the last (least) laugh on a milestone hit; Rockies shut down Giancarlo Stanton 
 
By Nick Groke / Denver Post | September 27th, 2017 

 

Charlie Blackmon‘s third single Wednesday, a rope to right field off the Marlins’ sixth reliever, turned into a career 

collectible. After Carlos Gonzalez trotted home, Blackmon’s hit became his 100th RBI. Then the fun started. 

The Marlins politely tossed the baseball to the Colorado dugout for Blackmon to save. Gerardo Parra grabbed it, then 

appeared to throw it into the stands to a fan. Vinny Castilla cracked up laughing. The souvenir was lost forever — or so it 

seemed. 

But Parra played a practical joke. A dugout hidden ball trick. He switched the souvenir for a yellow squeeze ball. 

Blackmon’s baseball was safe. Parra gave the fan a real baseball in trade for the yellow squeeze ball. 

The final joke, though, was Blackmon’s. 

“I didn’t see it,” Blackmon said. “I guess I’ll check it out on the web?” 

Blackmon finished 3-for-6, his 66th multihit game this season, tying Dante Bichette for most in club history. He has 208 

hits, sixth-most in Colorado history. His 99 RBIs from the leadoff spot — he has one from the No. 3 spot in the order — is 

tied with Alfonso Soriano from 2002 for second-most in baseball history, one behind Darin Erstad’s record from 2000. 

“We’ll look back this season as a really big year for a really good player,” Colorado manager Bud Black said. 

Blackmon in the second inning slid head-first into first base to beat out an infield single to score Gonzalez. He leads the 

National League in runs scored (136), hits (208), triples (14) and batting average (.328). 

“If you’re going to try to be on a good team, you want to be a guy that tries hard,” Blackmon said. “I don’t think guys that 

don’t try hard end up as many good teams.” 

Stanton struggles. Black previewed a three-game series against the Marlins by saying Monday that the Rockies had a 

specific plan to shut down slugger Giancarlo Stanton. He would not detail that plan then, nor would he Wednesday 

afternoon. 

But Colorado held Stanton down, as he hit just 1-for-12 with a double and four strikeouts. Rockies right-hander Jon 

Gray struck out Stanton three times. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/charlie-blackmon/
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player43796.html
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/jon-gray/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/jon-gray/
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Stanton, though, remains a likely front-runner for the NL MVP award. He’s hitting .276 with 57 home runs and 126 RBIs. 

But while Miami’s best player failed to add to his RBI total, the Marlins held down Nolan Arenado. He is also in the MVP 

conversation. But the Marlins walked him intentionally twice Wednesday. 

Desmond grooving. Ian Desmond hit his second home run at Coors Field this season, his seventh overall, a three-run 

shot in the second inning that gave the Rockies an early lead and kicked off a six-run inning. His four RBIs tied a season-

high and he is now hitting .324 (11-for-34) over his past 10 games. 

Footnotes. The Dodgers swapped pitching assignments for a three-game series at Coors Field starting Friday, moving 

ace Clayton Kershaw to Saturday and announcing Hyun-Jin Ryu will start Friday. Los Angeles manager Dave Roberts 

wants to put Kershaw closer to the NL division series starting Oct. 6, allowing him just one extra day of rest between 

series. … The Rockies and Dodgers have not announced their starters for Sunday, instead waiting to determine the 

importance of the outcome. 

 

Looking ahead 

Thursday: Off 

Friday: Dodgers LHP Hyun-Jin Ryu (5-8, 3.47 ERA) at Rockies RHP Chad Bettis (1-4, 5.72), 6:10 p.m., AT&T SportsNet 

Saturday: Dodgers LHP Clayton Kershaw (18-4, 2.21) at Rockies RHP German Marquez (11-7, 4.38), 6:10 p.m., AT&T 

SportsNet 

Sunday: Dodgers TBA at Rockies TBA,  1:10 p.m. AT&T SportsNet 

End of regular season 

  

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
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Trevor Story needed “mechanical and philosophical” tweaks to his hitting. It’s working for the Rockies. 
Story’s swing path was too bottom-up, causing too many flyballs. 
 
By Nick Groke / Denver Post | September 27th, 2017 

 

The obstacle course of the Rockies’ batting order has presented several stumbling blocks and more than one easy pass 

over the past two months. The key for opposing pitchers is to somehow survive Nolan Arenado with minimal damage, 

then take your chances on the rest. 

On Wednesday afternoon at Coors Field, that plan put Trevor Story on the spot. The Marlins twice walked Arenado 

intentionally to bring Story, Colorado’s second-year shortstop, to the plate in the cleanup spot. And twice Story hit two-run 

line drives. 

“Sometimes you take it personally,” Story said. “It gives you a little extra incentive to get those guys in.” 

In the Rockies’ 15-9 marathon victory, Story doubled, singled, walked, scored two runs and knocked in four more. He 

collected seven RBIs in Colorado’s past two games, both victories that moved them ever closer to a National League wild-

card berth. 

The recurring theme of the Rockies failing to hit with runners in scoring position in September has grown tiresome. The 

key to eliminating the RISP “flu,” as Carlos Gonzalez called it, has centered on Story. 

When Story gets at least one hit with runners in scoring position, the Rockies are 21-9 this season. 

“Nolan is pretty much automatic when he comes up with somebody on base. So I don’t blame them for walking him,” Story 

said. “But it’s my turn and it’s my job to get those guys in there. I just tried to take my swing and I was able to hit a couple 

balls hard.” 

Story’s batting average dipped to .199 on June 1 as he suffered through sophomore struggles with too many strikeouts 

and popups. He had powered his way through a homer-heavy rookie season with 27 homers over just 97 games before a 

torn ligament in his left thumb ended his season. But his second season grew difficult. 

The Rockies identified his issues. Story’s swing path was too bottom-up, causing too many flyballs. That path served him 

well his rookie season when more solid contact led to more home runs early in counts. But in his second season, pitchers 

threw around him early, then attacked him in two-strike counts. And he lost focus, leading to an NL-high 188 strikeouts. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113234.html
http://www.denverpost.com/2017/09/26/rockies-offense-save-playoff-hopes/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/carlos-gonzalez/
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Colorado’s hitting coaches, Duane Espy and Jeff Salazar, tinkered with Story’s stance and drilled him on the benefits of 

contact with two strikes. 

 “We’ve seen incremental changes,” Colorado manager Bud Black said. “In his at-bats, mechanically, and philosophically, 

what he’s thinking about, with his two-strike approach. All these things are starting to show up in games.” 

Against the Marlins, those changes resulted in line drives — a hard shot to center field in the second inning that scored 

Jonathan Lucroy and Charlie Blackmon, and a ripped liner to the left-field corner in the fourth that brought home DJ 

LeMahieu and Arenado. Both hits came in two-strike counts. 

Story is now hitting .235 with 23 home runs and 80 RBIs — four more than his rookie RBI total. 

“When I’m getting ready to hit, I’m not thinking too much, not over-analyzing, just really try to let my natural ability play 

out,” Story said. “I’ve said it probably a million times: It’s a game of ups and downs and you won’t always feel great. But 

having a good attitude has helped me for sure.” 

  

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/charlie-blackmon/
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Kiszla: Bud Black has Rockies on the verge of a playoff berth. Why he’s NL manager of the year. 
Although I will raise a glass to toast the manager, there will be no sonnets written to Black here. 
 
By Mark Kiszla / Denver Post | September 27th, 2017 

 

It was a walk Bud Black had taken hundreds of times as a manager. But as Black strolled to the mound for the second 

time in the ninth inning for a pitching change during the Rockies’ 15-9 victory against Miami, the idea hit me: 

This is why Black is the National League manager of the year. 

The Rockies would not be here, on the cusp of their first playoff appearance since 2009, without him. 

Yes, there are other great candidates to be celebrated for outstanding managerial work in the NL. Dave Roberts has 

already won more than 100 games with the Dodgers. In his first year as skipper of the Diamondbacks, Torey Lovullo 

brought baseball prosperity back to the Arizona desert. Craig Counsell, who gives scrappy a good name, has Milwaukee 

fighting for the playoffs until the end, and who honestly saw that coming? 

But none of those fine gentlemen work in the madhouse that is Coors Field. On a misty Wednesday afternoon, were the 

Rockies chilling champagne in their humidor? Maybe there wasn’t any room left for the baseballs, which got hit so hard 

around the yard that Black was forced to make late pitching changes in a game the Rockies led 14-3 after seven innings. 

It’s enough to make a manager draw another line through his lineup card and order a bourbon on the rocks. 

Nothing makes a manager look smarter than six strong innings by his starting pitcher. So let me drop a statistic on you: 

The top four pitchers of the starting rotations of Los Angeles, Arizona and Milwaukee have combined to throw more than 

600 innings. The top four starters the Rockies will take into the playoffs figure to be Jon Gray, German Marquez, Tyler 

Anderson and Chad Bettis. They have combined to throw 391 2/3 innings this season. Black has had to do more 

patchwork with his starting staff than was required of Roberts, Lovullo or Counsell. 

Although I will raise a glass to toast the manager, there will be no sonnets written to Black here. To describe almost 

anything wild or wacky, uplifting or sad during the course of a game, Black is fond of saying, “That’s baseball.” And he’s 

right. It isn’t rocket science. Decoding the Rosetta Stone is not required to make a double switch. 

Players win. The Rockies are on the verge of claiming a wild-card berth, because Charlie Blackmon is sliding into first 

base to win the batting title, because Gray has matured enough as a staff ace to flush a bad inning down the toilet and 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/jon-gray/
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113208.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113208.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player107054.html
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/charlie-blackmon/
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because the only entity that covers more of the globe than Nolan Arenado in the name of a strong defense is the United 

States Navy. 

But it’s Black who has held it all together. 

He refused to bail on Trevor Story when the shortstop was striking out at an alarming rate, and now Story has found a 

swing that the Rockies can find useful in the cleanup spot. In the long grind of a 162-game season, the narrative 

established by a manager matters, and Black is one of the game’s best at talking baseball in a way that keeps players 

engaged through hot streaks and slumps alike. 

But for those of us who were delighted when the team finally decided to put a former pitcher in charge of the Colorado 

dugout, it has been Black’s handling of the starting rotation — from maximizing the performance of rookies early to 

patiently awaiting the return of Gray from a foot injury or Bettis from cancer —that has allowed the magic of this season to 

happen. 

“Our starters are doing their job,” Black said. 

Truth be told, Black probably won’t be the winner when the NL manager of the year is announced later this year. My 

guess is it will be Lovullo. 

It’s Black, however, who helped the Rockies believe they can be winners. The Broncos own the city’s heart. But baseball 

is back on Colorado’s radar, and 27,497 bundled up and cheered the home team as it won another series against the 

Marlins. With mist ushering in the chill that signified autumn is about to get serious, it felt like October at Coors Field. 

It felt good. It felt like the weather when baseball matters most. 

  

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
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Ian Desmond and Jon Gray pace Colorado Rockies in 15-9 win over the Miami Marlins 
The Rockies picked up a big win on Wednesday afternoon. 
 
By Ryan Freemyer / Purple Row | September 27th, 2017 

The Colorado Rockies were able to take care of business and get a much needed win on Wednesday afternoon, blowing 

out the Miami Marlins by a final of 15-9. It was a well rounded offensive performance that saw them get 24 baserunners 

behind another quality start from Jon Gray. With the win, the Rockies’ shrunk their magic number for clinching their first 

postseason berth since 2009 to just three. 

The Rockies chased Marlins’ starter Adam Conley from this one early. After a 1-2-3 first inning, he dug himself a hole in 

the second by walking Trevor Story and Mark Reynolds to begin the inning. After the walks, Ian Desmond immediately 

made him pay with a three-run home run that squeaked over the wall in right field. After two more hits and a walk around 

a sacrifice bunt, Conley was pulled and ultimately finished the day allowing six runs (all earned) on only three hits in 

1 1⁄3 innings. He also walked three without striking out a batter and will likely end the season with an ugly 6.20 ERA. 

After Conley, Miami’s bullpen didn’t fare much better. The Rockies battered them around for nine more runs on 11 hits to 

reach 15 runs for just the fourth time this season. They were paced by Trevor Story and Ian Desmond, who combined to 

go 4-for-8 with a double, home run, two walks, and eight RBI, but every Rockies starter reached base multiple times as 

they worked 10 walks (their most in a single game this season) in addition to their 14 hits. It was an all-around effort that 

was welcome to see exactly a week away from the National League Wild Card game, which the Rockies naturally hope to 

be a part of. 

On the other side of the ball, Rockies’ ace Jon Gray put together yet another strong outing. He allowed three runs (all 

earned) on six hits in six innings of work. Gray didn’t walk a batter and struck out five in his 13th consecutive start of five 

or more innings pitched with three or fewer runs allowed. He’s the first starter to reach that mark during the 2017 season 

as he continues to show that he’s an ace capable of going toe-to-toe with just about anyone in the postseason. After 

Gray, Antonio Senzatela and Jeff Hoffman attempted to wrap up the game in relatively ugly fashion, allowing six runs 

on six hits in their two innings of work. It was particularly rough for Hoffman, who allowed doubles to all four hitters he 

faced before being pulled in favor of Kyle Freeland, who was only able to get one out himself before Pat Neshek was 

brought in to close out the game. Neshek, as he so often does, promptly put the game to bed with a strikeout and a pop 

out around a weakly hit infield single. 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/miami-marlins
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/244745/jon-gray
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/188369/adam-conley
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With the win, the Rockies improve to 86-73 on the season while the Marlins drop to 74-84. As of the end of this game, the 

Rockies lead the Milwaukee Brewers by two games and the St. Louis Cardinals by three games for the second and 

final Wild Card spot in the National League. The Brewers and Cardinals both play Wednesday night with the opportunity 

to either creep half a game closer or fall half a game further behind. After an off day on Thursday, the Rockies begin their 

final series of the regular season on Friday night against the Los Angeles Dodgers. Chad Bettis takes the ball for the 

Rockies against Hyun-Jin Ryu of the Dodgers. First pitch in that game is slated for 6:10 pm mountain time. 
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Colorado Rockies: 5 numbers to know from Wednesday’s big win 
 
By Kevin Henry / Rox Pile | September 27th, 2017 

The Colorado Rockies took another big step toward the postseason with a 15-9 decision over the Miami Marlins on 

Wednesday afternoon at Coors Field. The victory gave the Rockies a series win over Miami, a team that swept Colorado 

in south Florida in August. 

With the victory, the Rockies also reduced their magic number for the National League’s second Wild Card spot to three. 

Later in the evening, that number dropped to two after Cincinnati smoked Milwaukee at Miller Park. The number is even 

less for the St. Louis Cardinals, who lost to the Chicago Cubs and are now just one game from being eliminated from the 

postseason. There were some numbers that stood out from Wednesday’s big win at Coors Field. Let’s take a look … 

15 – The number of runs allowed by Miami pitching on Wednesday. That is the most given up by the Marlins since the 

Boston Red Sox scored 15 against them at Fenway Park on June 20, 2012. 

100 – That’s the number of RBI that Colorado Rockies leadoff man Charlie Blackmon has accumulated so far this 

season. Of Blackmon’s 100 RBI, 99 of those have come while Blackmon was batting in the leadoff position. Those 99 

leadoff RBI deadlocks him with Alfonso Soriano (2002) for the second-most in MLB history. Blackmon is one 

behind Darin Erstad (2000) for the most-ever single-season RBI from the leadoff position in Major League Baseball 

history. 

66 – Blackmon has multiple hits in 66 of Colorado’s games this season, tying him for the franchise record in multiple-hit 

games with Dante Bichette (1998). Chuck Nazty went 3-for-6 on Wednesday. 

13 – That’s the number of consecutive starts for Colorado hurler Jon Gray where he has allowed three or fewer runs. 

That is the second-longest streak in franchise history, trailing only the impressive run Ubaldo Jiminez pieced together in 

2010. During that stretch that started on July 25, the 25-year-old right-hander has put together a 7-3 mark with a 2.64 

ERA. 

2 – The number of home runs that Ian Desmond has hit at Coors Field this season after whacking one just over the top of 

the right field wall in the second inning on Wednesday. While Desmond may not have had the season that was expected 

when he signed his big contract in the offseason, he is seemingly heating up at the right time for the Rockies. Over his last 

10 games, he is hitting .324 with two homers and six RBI. 

https://roxpile.com/news/
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The Avengers: CarGo, Story, Desmond and Gray combine powers to crush Marlins 
 
By Drew Creasman / BSN Denver | September 27th, 2017 

 

For most of the 2017 season, when Colorado Rockies fans have spoken the names of Trevor Story, Ian Desmond, 

and Carlos Gonzalez, their words have been accompanied by a few curses. There’s no way around the fact that none of 

the three played the kind of baseball they were hoping to for the first several months. Maligned, often for good reason, 

each guy has battled through nagging injuries and confidence issues. But in their most important game of the season on 

Wednesday afternoon against the Miami Marlins, those three players went a combined 7-for-12 with three walks and 10 

RBI. 

The Rockies won, 15-9, in a good, olden-days Coors Field slugfest and moved one notch closer to securing a Wild Card 

play-in opportunity. There may still be a way to go before each feels they have fully avenged their early woes, but now is 

the right time to have them healthy and productive. 

It started with a pair of excellent at-bats from Story and Mark Reynolds that resulted in walks. Then, Desmond took the 

very first pitch he saw and hit a high flyball to deep right field, but it looked like it would be caught as Giancarlo 

Stanton settled underneath it. But instead, the ball bounced off the top of the high scoreboard and into the crowd, going as 

Desmond’s seventh home run of the season, putting Colorado on top 3-0. 

Gonzalez followed all that by starting another rally with another walk. Jonathan Lucroy continued his quality hitting of late 

by lofting a single into shallow right field. Adam Conley wouldn’t get his first out in the inning until Jon Gray sacrificed 

CarGo and Lucroy up a base. Charlie Blackmon, who hit a ball to the warning track for an out in the first, then hit one 

down the first base line and sprinted to the bag, sliding just ahead of the tag to get an RBI single. Blackmon stole second 

without a throw and after a DJ LeMahieu pop out gave the Marlins their second out in the frame, Arenado was 

intentionally walked to get to the man who started it all. Story came up with his second important AB in the inning, singling 

up the middle to plate another pair of runs. By the time the dust had settled and Reynolds made the final out, the Rockies 

had scored six times to take the 6-0 lead. Lucroy reached base in all four of his at-bats. 

Lucroy reached base in all four of his at-bats. 

Gray had a start typical of what he has been doing in the second half. He pitched phenomenally well in five of his six 

innings, showing one lapse in focus or quality that led to three runs in the fourth. It started with a couple of well-struck 

singles off the bats of Christian Yelich and Marcell Ozuna. He caught a break when a screaming line drive off the bat 
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of Justin Bour landed harmlessly in CarGo’s glove in right. The second out came in the form of an RBI force-out 

from Derek Dietrich, narrowly beating out the double play attempt. That ended up being huge when A.J. Ellis ambushed a 

Gray fastball, lifting it into the left-field bleachers to make it a 6-3 game. Gray was finally able to retire pinch-hitter Ichiro 

Suzuki to escape the frame. He finished the game by sitting down the last seven batters he faced in order. 

His final line: 6 IP, 6 H, 3 ER, 0 BB, 5 K. 

It was Gray’s 13th consecutive game pitching at least five innings and giving up no more than three runs. You have to go 

all the way back to July 19 to find a game in which he gave up four runs. Over his last 13 games (78.1 IP) he has struck 

out 80 batters and walked 16. 

The Rockies struck right back in the bottom of the inning, getting a one-out single from DJ LeMahieu who moved to 

second on a throwing error. With first base open, for the second straight time the Marlins opted to intentionally walk 

Arenado and for the second time, Story made them pay for it, pulling a two-run double down the left-field line. After a 

Reynolds strikeout, Desmond singled up the middle to score his shortstop and put the Rockies ahead 9-3. 

Colorado tacked on another huge inning in the sixth, plating five more runs, all coming with two outs. Reynolds and 

Desmond drew walks to start it and CarGo pulled a double off the glove of Bour at first, scoring Reynolds. Lucroy drew 

another walk, his third of the game, and Raimel Tapia delivered the dagger with a pinch-hit opposite field, two-run double. 

Tapia scored on a single to left from Blackmon. 

With that three hits and three RBI in the game, Blackmon increased his totals in those categories to 208 and 100 

respectively. He leapfrogged Vinny Castilla for most hits in a single season in franchise history, tying Larry Walker for 

sixth place. 

The Marlins scored six late runs on Antonio Senzteala (2) and Jeff Hoffman (4) who was unable to record a single out in 

the ninth before being removed, dealing a huge blow to his chances of making the postseason roster. Pat 

Neshek eventually had to come on to settle things down and record the final two outs. 

Colorado improved to 86-73 and for the moment hold a two-game lead over the Milwaukee Brewers for the second spot in 

the NL Wild Card. The Brewers start play against the Cincinnati Reds at 6:05 mountain time. After a day off, the Rockies 

start their final series of the season, welcoming in the Los Angeles Dodgers for a three-game set. Pitchers are still to be 

determined. 
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https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/w/walkela01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hoffmje02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/n/neshepa01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/n/neshepa01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Story and Desmond propel Rockies past Marlins; lower magic number to 3 
 
By Aniello Piro / Mile High Denver | September 27th, 2017 

 

The Colorado Rockies defeated the Miami Marlins on a gloomy Thursday at Coors Field, winning by a final score of 15-9 

and moving their magic number to clinch a postseason berth to three. 

Editor’s Note: The Brewers went on to lose Thursday night, dropping Colorado’s magic number to two. 

It was a coming out party for a Rockies lineup that has struggled recently, sparking concern within the fan base with just a 

few games remaining and a Wild Card lead of just 1.5 games. 

Colorado’s hitting woes took a hiatus as the Rockies complied 14 hits over eight innings; however, what’s most inspiring 

was the timely hitting throughout the lineup all afternoon. MVP candidate Charlie Blackmoncontinued his successful ways, 

driving in three runs (including No. 100 on the season), while players who have been underwhelming for a majority of this 

season did most of the heavy lifting for Colorado. 

Ian Desmond got the scoring started for Colorado’s offense by blasting a three-run home run in the second inning. The 

Rockies managed to plate an additional three runs in the inning thanks to base hits from Blackmon and Trevor Story. 

Stroy had a big day at the plate and stayed hot following his three-RBI performance the night before, driving in four runs 

on two hits and also drawing a walk. 

Desmond was 2-for-4 with a walk, two runs scored and four RBIs on the day. 

Carlos Gonzalez also had a productive afternoon, driving in two runs with a three-hit performance. 

Those three, Desmond, Story, and Gonzalez, accounted for 10 of the Rockies’ 15 RBIs with Blackmon and youngster 

Ramiel Tapia rounding out the total. 

It was another dominant day on the mound for starting pitcher Jon Gray, who has been laser sharp in the month of 

September, owning an ERA of 2.17 and holding his opponents’ batting average to just .219 entering Wednesday’s start. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/blackch02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/desmoia01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/storytr01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=gonzaca01,gonzal014car,gonzal026car&search=Carlos+Gonzalez&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/grayjo02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Gray dominated throughout the afternoon, logging six innings, allowing three runs on six hits while striking out five. Miami 

jumped on Gray in the fourth with a three-run home run by A.J. Ellis, but other than that, Gray was solid. He was dialed in 

and kept hitters off-balance all afternoon with the mixture of his flaming fastball and deceiving breaking pitches. 

The Marlins did score six runs in garbage time; plating runs in the eighth and ninth innings when the game was virtually 

set in stone. 

The club is off tomorrow but will welcome the Los Angeles Dodgers to town for a three-game series that will decide their 

fate this season. 

 

  

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/e/ellisaj01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Nolan Arenado has a powerful national voice lobbying his MVP case 
 
By MHS Staff / Mile High Denver | September 27th, 2017 

 

This year’s National League Most Valuable Player race could be one of the tightest in years. With Giancarlo 

Stanton putting up massive home run numbers, Paul Goldschmidt, Cody Bellinger, Bryce Harper and Kris Bryant all 

having big years to lead their teams to the playoffs, and Joey Votto playing out of his mind, it’s a crowded field even 

without Nolan Arenado and Charlie Blackmon of the Colorado Rockies. Despite the intense competition this year, a 

prominent national MLB voice says he’s giving his vote to Arenado. 

Sports Illustrated’s Tom Verducci says his first-place vote is going to the Rockies’ third baseman. 

For Verducci, who’s been with SI since 1993, the vote really comes down to Arenado and Goldschmidt. Here’s how he 

chose between the two: 

Arenado (35, 126) and Goldschmidt (36, 120) have nearly identical home run and RBI totals. Goldschmidt has more runs 

and a better adjusted OPS. Arenado has more hits and total bases. It’s very close. 

How to decide? Arenado gets the edge because he was much better in September as each team tried to nail down a 

playoff spot (by OPS, .975-.663), is one of the game’s top defensive infielders, and as good as Goldschmidt was in the 

clutch, Arenado was even better. He hit .388 with RISP, second only to Daniel Murphy, with an MLB-best 1.266 OPS in 

those spots, the highest such number since Miguel Cabrera in 2013 (1.311). That is phenomenal. 

Oh, yes, there is this, too: this Rockie actually hit more home runs on the road than at home. His road OPS was a 

respectable .883, 17th best in the league. 

Of course, and quite rightfully, Verducci did give himself some leeway with his vote – suggesting that his mind could be 

changed through the final week of the regular season should something drastic happen. 

That’s a powerful voice lobbying for Arenado, and one who sees through the Coors Field bias to look at Arenado’s 

credentials not just this season but as they compare historically. 

The Rockies host the NL West Champion Dodgers for a three game series (Friday-Sunday) to conclude the regular 

season. They are seeking their first playoff appearance since 2009 and currently lead the race for the final NL Wild Card 

spot. A big weekend for Arenado with so much on the line could lock up Colorado’s second MVP ever; Larry Walker won 

the award in 1997. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/stantmi03.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/stantmi03.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/goldspa01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/bellico01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/harpebr03.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/bryankr01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/v/vottojo01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/arenano01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/blackch02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.si.com/mlb/2017/09/26/regular-season-awards-mvp-cy-young-manager-year
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/murphda08.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/c/cabremi01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/w/walkela01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Real or not? Rockies getting ready to punch their playoff ticket 
 
By David Schoenfield / ESPN.com | September 27th, 2017 

 

A fun Colorado Rockies fact: They've been in a playoff position every day this season except one. After losing April 14, 

they were 7-5. They won seven of their next eight games, however, led the National League West most of May and last 

held first place June 20. The Dodgers surged past them, and then the Diamondbacks, and things looked nervous Sept. 3 

when the Diamondbacks beat the Rockies 5-1 and Colorado's lead over the Brewers for the second wild card had fallen to 

a mere half-game. 

The Rockies saved their season by winning two of three against the Giants and then improbably sweeping the Dodgers in 

a four-game series at Dodger Stadium. On Wednesday afternoon, they jumped all over Marlins starter Adam Conley in an 

eventual 15-9 victory -- Ian Desmond, owner of a minus-1.2 WAR, was temporarily forgiven for his bad season with a 

three-run homer to kick off a six-run second inning. Later, the Cardinals lost, and then the Brewers lost, and Colorado's 

lead is now 2½ games over the Brewers and 3½ over the Cardinals. FiveThirtyEight gives the Rockies a 95 percent 

chance of making the playoffs. 

The Rockies can afford to smile: They're on the cusp of clinching the last NL wild card. David Zalubowski/AP Photo 

Those odds are high in part because the Brewers play the Cardinals this weekend in St. Louis, so one team will eliminate 

another there. But how do the Rockies not make the playoffs? Four possibilities: 

1. They lose all three to the Dodgers. The Brewers beat the Reds on Thursday and sweep the Cardinals. Final standings: 

Brewers 87 wins, Rockies 86 wins. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

2. They beat the Dodgers once, the Brewers win all four games. Final standings: Rockies 87 wins, Brewers 87 wins. 

Milwaukee wins the tiebreaker game Monday. 

3. They lose all three to the Dodgers. The Brewers beat the Reds and take two of three from the Cardinals. Final 

standings: Rockies 86 wins, Brewers 86 wins. Milwaukee wins the tiebreaker game. 

4. They lose all three to the Dodgers. The Cardinals beat the Cubs on Thursday and sweep the Brewers. Final standings: 

Rockies 86 wins, Cardinals 86 wins, St. Louis wins the tiebreaker game. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/col/colorado-rockies
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/32669/adam-conley
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/29646/ian-desmond
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2017-mlb-predictions/
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2017-mlb-predictions/
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So things look good. The pitching matchups against the Dodgers will be Hyun-Jin Ryu versus Chad Bettis on 

Friday, Clayton Kershaw versus German Marquez and then Yu Darvish versus Tyler Chatwood. Hmm, maybe it won't be 

so easy. That leaves Tyler Anderson or Jon Gray for a potential tiebreaker game, plus the wild-card game Wednesday, 

but I don't think we get there. 

Of course, there's still that 5 percent chance that something bad will happen ... 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32582/hyun-jin-ryu
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/31718/chad-bettis
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/28963/clayton-kershaw
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/34874/german-marquez
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/32055/yu-darvish
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/30564/tyler-chatwood
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/32151/tyler-anderson
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/33203/jon-gray
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Desmond leads playoff-chasing Rockies over Marlins 15-9 
 
By Associated Press / ESPN.com | September 27th, 2017 

 

DENVER -- Nolan Arenado was intentionally walked twice by Miami to face the cleanup hitter, Trevor Story . 

On both occasions, Story delivered. He relishes having the big moment in his hands. 

Next up, an even bigger moment for Story and the Rockies -- trying to lock up their first postseason spot since 2009. 

Ian Desmond hit a three-run homer as part of a six-run second inning and the playoff-chasing Rockies beat Miami 15-9 on 

Wednesday, setting up a weekend to remember at Coors Field. 

The Rockies have three games left and hold a 2 1/2-game lead over Milwaukee for the second NL wild-card spot. St. 

Louis, which has four games remaining, trails by 3 1/2 games. 

"This is what we signed up for," said Story, who followed with a two-run single in the second and a two-run double in the 

fourth when the Marlins worked around Arenado. "We believe we can do it." 

The Rockies had things well under control Wednesday, before the ninth got a little sideways. Down 15-5, Miami began the 

inning with four straight doubles and later added two more singles before being shut down. Hours earlier, Major League 

Baseball approved the sale of the Marlins to an investment group featuring Derek Jeter. The former New York 

Yankees captain plans to be a limited partner in charge of the business and baseball operations. 

"I didn't know -- been kind of working," Marlins manager Don Mattingly said of the news. "We talked about this series, 

pushing, pushing, and haven't thought much about it. I just assumed that was going to happen. See where it goes." 

Jon Gray (10-4) lasted six innings and allowed three runs. The ace of the staff has now allowed three or fewer runs in 13 

straight starts. 

"The problem here in the past is we never had a shut-down guy," Arenado said. "The Dodgers could lose three or four in a 

row and they know Clayton Kershawis going to the bump. We have Gray. We know Gray can do that for us and be that 

guy for us. It's a good feeling." 

Adam Conley (7-8) gave up six runs in 1 1/3 innings during the Marlins' final road game of the season. This was his 

second straight start where he didn't make it out of the second inning. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32150/trevor-story
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29646/ian-desmond
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/nyy/new-york-yankees
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/nyy/new-york-yankees
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33203/jon-gray
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28963/clayton-kershaw
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32669/adam-conley
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"He runs into a couple of good teams," Mattingly said. "It didn't seem to matter who we got out there today, they just kind 

of keep banging it up." 

The Rockies showed poise at the plate by accumulating nearly as many walks (10) as hits (14). Charlie 

Blackmon contributed three RBI singles in recording his 66th multihit game this season to tie Dante Bichette's 1998 mark 

for most in franchise history. He also drove in his 100th run this season. 

Desmond ignited the offense in the second with a homer that barely cleared the wall in right field. It was just Desmond's 

second homer at Coors this season. He later added an RBI single. 

"I like the walks. I like the hits. I like the number of baserunners we had," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "It was a very 

good offensive game if you looked at our at-bats." 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Rockies: Manager Bud Black insisted OF Gerardo Parra was fine despite missing a second straight game. Parra is 1 for 

21 over the last five games. "G.P. is good," Black said. 

THIS & THAT 

Marlins catcher A.J. Ellis had a two-run homer and an RBI double. ... OF Carlos Gonzalez had three hits, including two 

doubles, and two RBI. 

TOUGH TIMES 

Marlins slugger Giancarlo Stanton went 0 for 3 with three strikeouts and remained at a major league-leading 57 homers. 

Stanton finished 1 for 12 in the three-game series at Coors Field. He has 20 career homers against Colorado. 

HEAD-FIRST SLIDE 

Blackmon drew a huge ovation from the crowd diving into first base on an infield single in the second. It's simply the way 

the outfielder with the bushy beard and mullet plays. 

"I don't think guys that don't try hard end up on as many good teams," Blackmon said. 

UP NEXT 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31084/charlie-blackmon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31084/charlie-blackmon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29807/gerardo-parra
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29258/aj-ellis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28658/carlos-gonzalez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30583/giancarlo-stanton
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Marlins: Open four-game series with Atlanta on Thursday to close out the season. LHP Dillon Peters (0-2, 6.31 ERA) has 

never faced the Braves. 

Rockies: Off Thursday before starting a three-game series with the Los Angeles Dodgers. RHP Chad Bettis (1-4, 5.72 

ERA) will take the mound Friday looking for his second win since returning from testicular cancer. 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/36169/dillon-peters
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/lad/los-angeles-dodgers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31718/chad-bettis
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2017 Major League Baseball Awards: Nolan Arenado, Jose Altuve Are Your MVPs 

By Tom Verducci / Sports Illustrated | September 27, 2017 

Where has all the drama gone in the eight major awards as voted by the Baseball Writers Association of 

America? Over the past four years, the 32 winners grabbed an average of 81% of the first-place votes, with an 

increased share three consecutive years, even with the narrow AL Cy Young Award win by Rick Porcello last 

year. 

Landslides rule. Is the electorate more enlightened? Is it groupthink? Is it more transparency? Is it confirmation 

bias (favorites get broadly identified, like the “popularity” bar on iTunes that sells more of what’s popular 

because it’s been branded as such)? 

Maybe this year will be different. With only five days left in a 183-day season, we have the potential for two or 

more cliffhangers this year. No race is more crowded than the one for National League Most Valuable Player. 

So as I give you my ballots—subject to change, and one of which will be an official BBWAA award ballot to be 

identified later—I must start with most unpredictable one of all. (Statistics entering Monday.) 

 
MLB 

 
NL MVP: Nolan Arenado 

1. Nolan Arenado, Rockies 

2. Paul Goldschmidt, Diamondbacks 

3. Giancarlo Stanton, Marlins 

4. Joey Votto, Reds 

5. Bryce Harper, Nationals 

6. Charlie Blackmon, Rockies 

7. Cody Bellinger, Dodgers 

8. Anthony Rizzo, Cubs 

9. Anthony Rendon, Nationals 

10. Kris Bryant, Cubs 

https://www.si.com/mlb
https://www.si.com/mlb
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In a very deep class, and one in which as many as a half dozen may get first-place votes, there is not one 

“right” answer. Let’s start from the bottom why some great candidates probably won’t win. 

Bryant: Not enough clutch hitting. He hit .241 with runners in scoring position, including .212 with two outs. 

Rendon: By the time Harper, his teammate, was hurt, the division was salted away (Washington was up by 14 ½ 

games) and Harper was the presumptive MVP. 

Rizzo: Relatively quiet September (one homer, 12 RBI). 

Bellinger: Could have easily squeezed teammate Justin Turner in here. 

Blackmon: Outstanding numbers (most total bases ever by a leadoff hitter), but they were driven by huge 

home/road splits. How huge? Blackmon’s home OPS (1.243) is the 15th greatest of all time, and the greatest 

since Larry Walker in 2001 (in Colorado), which was the greatest since … Larry Walker in 1999 (in Colorado). 

Blackmon’s road OPS (.784) ranked 101st this year, below guys like Jose Reyes, Denard Span and 

Tucker Barnhart. Coors Field was so friendly to him that his batting average on balls in play was 72 points 

higher at home. 

Harper: He would have been MVP, carrying the Nationals to a big lead, but because the owners and players 

haven’t gotten around to making bases safer (too hard and too slick), he was felled by an accidental workplace 

injury. 

Votto: The Reds fell to last place way back on June 13, and stayed there ever since. That’s not his fault, but 

context matters in baseball. It’s why we care more about pennant race games, even though wins in September 

count the same as wins in April. It’s why every player goes to spring training thinking about winning the World 

Series—to play with something on the line. Votto didn’t have a consequential plate appearance for more than 

half the season. Hank Aaron Award to Votto as the best hitter? Great. Players’ Choice Award for player of the 

year? Fantastic. Just not MVP, not when we have a slew of candidates who took at-bats with consequences 

down the stretch. 

Stanton: He kept the Marlins relevant for five months and is making a run at the first 60-homer season since 

1961 that can’t be connected to PEDs. He leads the league in slugging and adjusted OPS. Alas, his shot at 
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winning the award withered with a .224 September, his inability to hit relief pitching (.206 with .407 slugging) 

and lukewarm numbers with runners in scoring position (.250, with more strikeouts than hits). 

Now we’re left with the best of the best, Goldschmidt and Arenado. Goldschmidt took more plate appearances 

with runners in scoring position than anybody else in baseball (199). But he did hit .374 in those spots. He’s the 

first player in six years with 120 RBI and 18 stolen bases—and only the fifth first baseman with that 

combination. 

Arenado (35, 126) and Goldschmidt (36, 120) have nearly identical home run and RBI totals. Goldschmidt has 

more runs and a better adjusted OPS. Arenado has more hits and total bases. It’s very close. 

How to decide? Arenado gets the edge because he was much better in September as each team tried to nail 

down a playoff spot (by OPS, .975-.663), is one of the game’s top defensive infielders, and as good as 

Goldschmidt was in the clutch, Arenado was even better. He hit .388 with RISP, second only to Daniel Murphy, 

with an MLB-best 1.266 OPS in those spots, the highest such number since Miguel Cabrera in 2013 (1.311). 

That is phenomenal. 

Oh, yes, there is this, too: this Rockie actually hit more home runs on the road than at home. His road OPS was 

a respectable .883, 17th best in the league. 

 
MLB 

 
AL MVP: Jose Altuve 

1. Jose Altuve, Astros 

2. Aaron Judge, Yankees 

3. Francisco Lindor, Indians 

4. Mike Trout, Angels 

5. Jose Ramirez, Indians 

6. Craig Kimbrel, Red Sox 

7. Jonathan Schoop, Orioles 

8. Andrelton Simmons, Angels 

9. Mookie Betts, Red Sox 

https://www.si.com/mlb
https://www.si.com/mlb
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10. Nelson Cruz, Mariners 

Judge closed the gap with a monster September, but it’s not quite enough to seize the award from Altuve, who 

has been remarkably consistent (.968 OPS in first half, .967 in second half) and helped win games in so many 

ways. Altuve has stolen 32 bases while slugging .555—thresholds reached by only a handful of other players in 

the past 94 years (Mike Trout, Alex Rodriguez, Rickey Henderson, Jose Canseco and Paul Molitor). 

Said Houston hitting coach Dave Hudgens, “He’s the only player I’ve been around who I think sometimes can 

will himself to get a hit.” 

The numbers help define such resourcefulness. Check out these comparisons between Altuve and Judge (MLB 

ranking based on minimum 30 PA): 

CATEGORY ALTUVE (MLB RANK) JUDGE (MLB RANK) 

Late & Close .448 (1st) .215 (186th) 

Vs. Relievers .369 (2nd) .261 (171st) 

High Leverage .337 (29th) .211 (299th) 

RISP .310 (79th) .259 (204th) 

Two Outs, RISP .235 (160th) .219 (188th) 

Of course, Altuve is a great contact hitter who is going to out-shine Judge, a swing-and-miss power hitter, in 

most any batting average splits. Judge changes games with one swing—and often early in the game. This is 

meant not to knock Judge, but to show how difficult an out Altuve has been. 

This vote will not be unanimous. This will be much closer than how it looked one month ago. Judge is worthy of 

his own first-place votes. Even in his worst month, August, he took his walks and posted a .353 OBP. He 

reached base more times this year than Altuve. And with massive home/road splits, he hit more home runs in 

the Bronx (31) than any Yankee in history, trailing only Babe Ruth’s 32 homers at Manhattan’s Polo Grounds in 

1921 as the most ever at home by a Yankee. 

Altuve, by the way, had the highest OPS on the road of any major leaguer. 
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MLB 

 
NL Cy Young: Clayton Kershaw 

1. Clayton Kershaw, Dodgers 

2. Max Scherzer, Nationals 

3. Stephen Strasburg, Nationals 

4. Gio Gonzalez, Nationals 

5. Kenley Jansen, Dodgers 

If Kershaw does win this award, remember the night of Sept. 13 in Washington. Scherzer, in consultation with 

manager Dusty Baker, determined before the game against the Braves that he wanted to run up his pitch count 

well past 100 to get ready for the playoffs. The game was tied at two when Scherzer, at 97 pitches, went back 

to the mound for the seventh instead of calling it a night. 

Thusly went the fateful inning for Scherzer: walk, walk, walk, single, intentional walk. All five runners scored, 

including the three inherited runners against Brandon Kintzler, who gave up a grand slam. That inning alone is 

responsible for Scherzer’s ERA being 2.55 instead of 2.34, and pushing the difference in ERA between him and 

Kershaw from 0.13 to 0.34. Does that difference matter? In a race this close, yes. 

Kershaw leads the league not only in ERA, but also in wins (18), strikeout to walk rate (6.67) and adjusted ERA 

(189). 

Scherzer leads in strikeouts (263), WHIP (.907) and bWAR (6.9). 

The key question is this: does a four-start, 26-inning edge in volume for Scherzer override the quality of 

Kershaw? 

Let’s examine it through the modern view of starting pitching. With the rise of relief pitching, two factors drive 

starting pitching more than anything else these days: facing lineups for a third or fourth time (nothing influences 

managers’ game management more than when a starter begins to see the lineup for a third time; starters who 

can be trusted that deep into a game are golden) and, while individual wins have been devalued, “giving my 

team a chance to win”. 

https://www.si.com/mlb
https://www.si.com/mlb
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So first let’s see how the top candidates do in making life easier on a manager: 

BATTERS FACED THIRD OR FOURTH TIME 

PLAYER PA PA/G AVG HR K/BB 

Scherzer 243 8.1 .168 7 3.61 

Gonzalez 240 8.0 .223 6 3.00 

Kershaw 205 7.9 .237 10 6.67 

Strasburg 198 7.3 .194 3 3.92 

Edge: Scherzer, when it comes to forestalling bullpen work and keeping his stuff (that disaster with the Braves 

notwithstanding). 

If “giving my team a chance to win” is more important these days than the individual win, who gets the edge 

there? The answer is Kershaw. 

TEAM RECORD IN STARTS 

PLAYER W-L WINNING PERCENTAGE 

Kershaw 22–4 .846 

Strasburg 21–6 .778 

Scherzer 21–9 .700 

Gonzalez 18–12 .600 

Edge: Kershaw. Okay, fine, but who are you beating when you take the mound? Not all opponents are created 

equal. So let’s see how many times the top candidates faced a winning team, and examine their individual 

records in those games. 

VS. WINNING TEAMS 

PLAYER GAMES STARTED W-L ERA 
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Kershaw 12 7–2 2.50 

Scherzer 8 5–1 1.84 

Gonzalez 8 3–3 2.66 

Strasburg 5 2–1 1.84 

(What stands out is that Strasburg has faced losing teams in 22 of his 27 starts, but pitched well in his rare 

starts against good teams.) 

There is one more major tipping point we should examine when it comes to which team wins and loses a 

baseball game, and it’s the most important: the fourth run. Given three runs of support or less, a pitcher’s team 

wins only 20 percent of the time. But once you add the fourth run, the win percentage more than triples to 72 

percent. 

So let’s see how the top candidates fare in terms of their teams’ winning percentage in games they are not 

supposed to win (with three runs or less) and how they do in the games they should win. 

TEAM RECORD IN STARTS ACCORDING TO RUN SUPPORT 

PLAYER THREE RUNS OR LESS FOUR RUNS OR LESS 

Kershaw 7–4 15–0 

Strasburg 7–5 14–1 

Scherzer 6–5 15–4 

Gonzalez 4–9 14–3 

Numbers like this won’t totally isolate the starting pitcher. A bullpen blowup might undo a good start. But over 

six months, as the sample size grows and starts to reduce the noise, some generalizations start to surface. 

This is a razor-thin race between Scherzer and Kershaw. If you like pure stuff—striking people out, not giving up 

hits, holding stuff deep into a game—Scherzer is your Cy Young Award winner. 
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If you like excellence within the context of the competition and the old reliable of ERA, Kershaw is your man. 

Among the top candidates, Kershaw is the best at winning tough pitchers’ duels, the best at winning the games 

his team was supposed to win, the best at beating winning teams, and the best, by a clear margin, in ERA. 

Oh, and polling stations remain open; Kershaw and Scherzer have one more start remaining. 

 
MLB 

 
AL Cy Young: Corey Kluber 

1. Corey Kluber, Indians 

2. Chris Sale, Red Sox 

3. Craig Kimbrel, Red Sox 

4. Luis Severino, Yankees 

5. Justin Verlander, Astros 

Take every type of pitch thrown with any regularity (at least 100 at-bats) by every starting pitcher in the major 

leagues. Now guess which of the many different pitches by the many different pitchers is the toughest to hit. 

The answer should be obvious to anybody who has watched Corey Kluber pitch even a little bit. The difficulty is 

in actually naming the most unhittable pitch in baseball. Pitch FX calls it a slider. StatCast calls it 

a curveball. Kluber calls it neither. 

“It’s a breaking ball,” Kluber said. 

It’s an alien—like nothing else catalogued by humankind. Kluber has thrown 769 aliens this year and given up 

23 hits—that’s one hit for every 33 breaking balls he throws. Hitters have batted .096 against it, the lowest 

average against any pitch by any starting pitcher. 

(Oh, and if you’re wondering which reliever has the world’s nastiest pitch, that would be Kluber’s teammate, 

Andrew Miller, who throws a slider that has held hitters to a .083 batting average. All the more amazing that in 

World Series Game 7 last year the Cubs built a 6-3 by pounding Kluber and Miller for a .384 batting average, 

with 10 hits in 26 at-bats.) 

https://www.si.com/mlb
https://www.si.com/mlb
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Kluber leads the league in ERA, wins, winning percentage, WHIP, walks per nine innings, bWAR and adjusted 

ERA. 

Sale is your strikeout king, and also has thrown the most innings, posted the best strikeout-to-walk rate and 

compiled the lowest FIP. He would be a great choice in almost any other year. Alas, his ERA is almost half a 

run higher than what Kluber has posted (2.27), thanks to Kluber’s teammates. Sale posted a 14.63 ERA in two 

starts against Cleveland, and a 2.34 ERA against the rest of baseball. 

 
MLB 

 
NL Rookie of the Year: Cody Bellinger 

1. Cody Bellinger, Dodgers 

2. Josh Bell, Pirates 

3. Paul DeJong, Cardinals 

4. Kyle Freeland, Rockies 

5. Rhys Hoskins, Phillies 

Bellinger, who turned 22 in July, hit more home runs (39) in his debut season than any of the 19,178 players 

before him. (Aaron Judge hit four homers in his debut season, last year.) Bellinger also hit more homers than 

any player in their age 21 season or younger except Hall of Famers Mel Ott (42 in 1929) and Eddie Mathews 

(47 in 1953). 

He played first base and all three outfield positions, started games in every batting order position but ninth, and 

helped Los Angeles to a 28–5 record in games when he hit a home run. Others deserving mention include 

German Marquez, Luke Weaver, Manny Margot and Ian Happ. 

 
MLB 

 
AL Rookie of the Year: Aaron Judge 

1. Aaron Judge, Yankees 

2. Andrew Benintendi, Red Sox 

3. Trey Mancini, Orioles 

4. Yuri Gurriel, Astros 

https://www.si.com/mlb
https://www.si.com/mlb
https://www.si.com/mlb
https://www.si.com/mlb
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5. Matt Olson, Athletics 

In one of the greatest rookie seasons ever, and with six games to go, Judge broke Mark McGwire’s rookie 

record for homers (50), broke Ted Williams’ (or Les Fleming’s, depending on your preferred records) rookie 

record for walks (120), and joined Babe Ruth and Mickey Mantle as the only players (not just rookies) to lead 

their league outright in three true outcomes (homers, walks, strikeouts) and runs. Judge will win the award 

unanimously, while teammates Jordan Montgomery and Chad Green get squeezed off my ballot packed with 

solid choices. 

 
MLB 

 
NL Manager of the Year: Torey Lovullo 

1. Torey Lovullo, Diamondbacks 

2. Bud Black, Rockies 

3. Craig Counsell, Brewers 

Lovullo, the first-year manager, and Mike Hazen, the first-year GM, brought their Boston-based run prevention 

wisdom to the desert. They non-tendered bat-first catcher Welington Castillo, replaced him with defense-first 

catchers Chris Iannetta and Jeff Mathis, hired Dan Haren to help with game-planning pitching strategies, and 

traded shortstop Jean Segura for starting pitcher Taijuan Walker. The emphasis on run prevention earned 

Arizona a wild card home game and an improvement of at least 21 wins. 

Last year the Diamondbacks posted a franchise-worst 5.09 ERA. This year? A franchise-best 3.67 mark. 

Under Lovullo, Arizona also is one of the best baserunning teams in baseball. They rank second in taking the 

extra base (45%) while making the fewest outs on the bases (35). 

 
MLB 

 
AL Manager of the Year: Paul Molitor 

1. Paul Molitor, Twins 

2. Terry Francona, Indians 

3. A.J. Hinch, Astros 

https://www.si.com/mlb
https://www.si.com/mlb
https://www.si.com/mlb
https://www.si.com/mlb
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No team has ever reached the playoff the year losing 100 games. Molitor’s Twins are headed there after losing 

103 games last year. They’ve done it despite a pitching staff that strikes out fewer batters than any team except 

Texas, and despite using 16 starting pitchers, a franchise record and an ensemble that would tie the 2015 

Dodgers for the most ever by a playoff team. Not bad for a team that traded its closer and a veteran starting 

pitcher in July, thinking a postseason berth was unlikely. 

Minnesota went 30–18 after Aug. 5. Only the Indians and Red Sox played better down the stretch in the AL. 

Okay, playing about a third of the schedule in that run against the two worst teams in the league, Chicago and 

Detroit, helped boost the Twins. They went 11–4 against those two teams in that span, with three more games 

remaining against the Tigers. 
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