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Chicago Tribune 
After four starts, Mike Montgomery proves he belongs in Cubs rotation 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
There’s no longer any need to debate the future of Mike Montgomery. 
 
If the Cubs intend on making the playoffs and going far in the postseason, Montgomery needs to be a 
part of the rotation. 
 
Whether he’s replacing Yu Darvish or Tyler Chatwood doesn’t really matter at this point. Montgomery is 
one of the Cubs’ most consistent starters, as he proved again Wednesday, throwing six strong innings 
and allowing only two hits in a 1-0 loss to the Brewers at Miller Park. 
 
Unfortunately for the Cubs, one of those hits was Lorenzo Cain’s home run that helped the Brewers win 
the series and take a 1½-game lead in the National League Central. 
 
As much as it makes sense to leave Montgomery in the rotation the rest of the season, it’s obviously not 
going to happen. 
 
The Cubs didn’t pay Darvish $126 million to pitch out of the bullpen. Chatwood got a three-year deal, 
ensuring he will be given a chance to find himself for at least another year. This isn’t like 2017, when 
fifth starter Brett Anderson, a much cheaper free-agent signee, was banished quickly after posting an 
8.18 ERA in six starts. 
 
Montgomery is now 2-1 with a 1.14 earned-run average in his four starts since replacing Darvish, just 
the fifth Cubs pitcher since 1908 to allow one or fewer runs in his first four starts, joining Hippo Vaughn 
(1919), Greg Maddux (2006), Rich Harden (2008) and Jason Hammel (2016). 
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“Like (pitching coach Jim Hickey) said, he might have had a perfect game other than Cain,” manager Joe 
Maddon said. “He was really, really good, once again.” 
 
Montgomery made a minor stink in the offseason that he wanted to be a starter, and got off to a poor 
start this season in the bullpen. But after Darvish went on the disabled list the second time, 
Montgomery has shown he was right all along. 
 
“I’m sure he’s pitching with a chip on his shoulder,” first baseman Anthony Rizzo said. 
 
Montgomery said he has a “good feel” for his pitches now and is comfortable being back in the rotation. 
He said it was one of his best stretches as a starter, and he’s confident he can keep it up. 
 
“I’ve been around,” he said. “I know what it takes to be good. It’s just doing it.” 
 
Still, Montgomery knows he will be back in the bullpen when Darvish returns. Chatwood would be the 
obvious choice to give up his spot, but his three-year deal makes it hard to demote him so soon. 
Chatwood’s average of 8.24 walks per 9 innings is not only the worst in the majors, it’s more than two 
walks higher than the second-worst — Lucas Giolito’s 5.86 walks per 9 for the White Sox. 
 
The Cubs won’t have to make a decision for a while. Darvish just threw his first bullpen session Tuesday, 
and the timetable for his return from the disabled list is up in the air. 
 
President Theo Epstein raved about Darvish’s throwing Tuesday and chalked up his problems to moving 
to a new team. 
 
“Most free agents struggle,” Epstein said. “Maybe it’s a month. Maybe it’s three months. Maybe it’s a 
whole season. But there’s a point in time where you fight back and you develop a sense of new normal 
and you’re comfortable in your new surroundings and establish yourself. 
 
“You look around baseball, and certainly it happens every year, so as an organization you just have to 
support him off the field and make him as comfortable as possible and also make sure there’s a lot of 
fight there. I think there is.” 
 
Maybe, but we haven’t seen it yet, so it’s hard to say for sure Darvish has “a lot of fight” in him. He 
certainly doesn’t deserve the kind of pummeling he gets on Twitter, but after his awful performance 
with the Dodgers in the World Series, followed by his lackluster outings with the Cubs before his latest 
arm injury, we will need some proof of his “fight” before reaching that conclusion. 
 
His first mistake was letting weeks pass without refuting the story that he thinks Cubs fans hate him, 
based on a comment from teammate Chris Gimenez, who should have kept his thoughts to himself. 
Asked Tuesday if he thinks Cubs fans “hate” him, Darvish joked, though his interpreter: “I have to ask 
each one of them.” 
 
So was Gimenez mistaken? 
 
“I’ve never said anything about Cubs fans,” Darvish said. “I was just referring to the World Series. Chris 
needs to restrain his mind. He’s probably thinking about something else. … The fans here are very 
supportive. Even in my situation they’ll come up to me and see me in town and say ‘Hey, thanks for all 
the performances.’ So I really do feel the support.” 
 
Darvish deserves a chance to live up to his hype, and Chatwood is capable of pitching better as well. 



 

 
But Montgomery already has shown what he’s made of, and sending him to the bullpen will be difficult 
to rationalize. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Brewers shut out Cubs for second straight game in 1-0 victory 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Brewers pitching staff slammed the brakes on the Cubs bandwagon less than 24 hours after their 
National League Central rivals had passed them to move into first place. 
 
The consecutive shutouts the Brewers hurled serve as a reminder that the task of winning the division 
won’t be so easy for the Cubs, who will hit the reset button Thursday before trying to solve the 
Cardinals’ top starting pitchers in a three-game weekend series at Busch Stadium. 
 
“We all should be grateful we won one of three,” manager Joe Maddon said Wednesday after Jhoulys 
Chacin and three powerful relievers harnessed the Cubs in a 1-0 triumph that gave the Brewers a 1½-
game lead in the Central. 
 
This marked the first time the Cubs were shut out in consecutive games since the Marlins and Reds 
blanked them April 1-2. 
 
“Back-to-back shutouts mean we’re due for an explosion,” said Anthony Rizzo, who produced a mini-
eruption after home plate umpire Jim Reynolds called him out on strikes in the eighth. 
 
The Cubs could use a rebound from slugger Kris Bryant, who is in an 0-for-15 slump but wasn’t used to 
pinch-hit for Kyle Schwarber (who struck out against left-hander Josh Hader) to end the eighth, or for 
Chris Gimenez (who struck out against Corey Knebel) for the second out in the ninth. 
 
“That’s easy to say,” Maddon said of his reason for not using Bryant in the ninth. “He has been struggling 
a lot. Theoretically, it sounds wonderful. But I thought Gimenez had some good swings. (Javier) Baez hit 
the ball hard. Willson (Contreras) had some good hacks. 
 
“It’s an easy dialogue to try to conjure up, but I was trying to give him the day off.” 
 
Maddon said he would have used Bryant as his last available position player if the pitcher’s spot in the 
batting order came up. 
 
The Cubs were 0-for-4 with runners in scoring position despite a pair of two-out hits from Baez, who 
stole third base but was left stranded when Mike Montgomery took a called third strike from Chacin to 
end the second. 
 
Despite allowing only two hits through six innings, Montgomery paid the price for Lorenzo Cain’s home 
run in the third. 
 
Montgomery’s 1.14 ERA in his four starts in place of injured Yu Darvish present a pleasant long-term 
problem for Maddon while he patiently waits for an offense that is among the top five in the majors in 
batting average, on-base percentage and OPS but has suffered from sporadic clutch hitting. 
 



 

“It’s an all–or-nothing approach by a lot of guys,” Maddon said as the Cubs were 0-for-6 with runners in 
scoring position in their two losses after a 5-for-9 performance in a 7-2 victory in 11 innings Monday. 
“And we’re trying to nurture a different method where you’re trying to score runs with singles and not 
just homers. We’re working on it. It showed up a couple of times recently. (Wednesday), it did not 
happen.” 
 
Maddon didn’t blame this entirely on his team, citing that this shortcoming is industry-wide. 
 
“It’s a long year,” Montgomery said. “We’re not panicking at all. We’re feeling good about ourselves. We 
were playing good baseball in the past week. We’re a confident bunch. 
 
“I expect (the division race) to go to September. I wouldn’t want it any less. The better competition we 
play, the better it makes us.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Talk about switches: Cubs move pitchers between mound and outfield 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Steve Cishek borrowed a pair of sunglasses from a teammate while trotting out to left field, only to 
discover the glasses had prescription lenses. 
 
“It made me nervous,” Cishek said. 
 
Fortunately for the Cubs, manager Joe Maddon successfully orchestrated a series of moves that 
featured relievers Brian Duensing and Cishek splitting time in left field in the eighth inning. 
 
“It was a little terrifying, to be honest,” said Duensing, who hadn’t played the outfield since 2001 — his 
senior year in high school. 
 
Duensing borrowed the glove of reliever Justin Wilson because it was bigger than his model. Neither 
pitcher was tested as no balls were hit to left until Willson Contreras replaced Cishek in left and battled 
the sun to catch Christian Yelich’s drive to end the eighth. 
 
This marked the first time Maddon had used a pitcher and then moved him to another defensive 
position since he had done so with left-hander Travis Wood on July 31, 2016, against the Mariners. 
 
Maddon said he elected to shuttle Duensing and Cishek between the mound and left because he wanted 
to preserve the rest of the bullpen in case the game went into extra innings. 
 
Cishek went to left after Duensing was summoned to strike out Eric Thames, and they traded places 
before Lorenzo Cain grounded to second. 
 
Maddon thought about intentionally walking Yelich so Cishek could face Ryan Braun but elected to pull 
Cishek and insert Contreras in left so Duensing could pitch to the left-handed hitting Yelich. 
 
Such an arrangement had been discussed last month in Atlanta but neither reliever had an inkling it 
would happen before the eighth. 
 



 

“I have a whole new perspective when playing the outfield,” said Cishek, who played it for the first time 
since his American Legion days. 
 
Thumbs up: Yu Darvish and Carl Edwards reported their right arms felt fine after throwing Tuesday and 
will continue their rehabilitation programs this weekend in St. Louis. 
 
Maddon indicated Edwards, who hasn’t pitched since May 29 because of right shoulder inflammation, is 
expected to return sooner than Darvish. 
 
“Bullpen guys can overcome those moments quicker than starters,” Maddon said. “I don’t have a finish 
line, other than he’s feeling good.” 
 
Extra innings: Javier Baez’s 12 stolen bases tie his career high set in 2016. … The Cubs lost consecutive 
games for the first time since May 22-23 against the Indians. This marked their first losing road series 
since getting swept at St. Louis on May 4-6. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Maddon keeps Kris Bryant on bench as Cubs lose 1-0 to first-place Brewers 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MILWAUKEE — What’s wrong with Kris Bryant? 
 
The Cubs’ slumping third baseman apparently has sunk so deep into a funk that manager Joe Maddon 
chose light-hitting backup catcher Chris Gimenez to bat in the ninth inning Wednesday rather than use 
Bryant off the bench in a one-run game with first place on the line. 
 
Gimenez struck out against Brewers closer Corey Knebel for the second out. Willson Contreras then 
struck out to end the game. 
 
And Bryant remained the only bench player Maddon didn’t use in a 1-0 loss that extended the Brewers’ 
lead in the National League Central to 1½ games. 
 
It was the most conspicuous (non-)event of a game that featured Maddon toggling relievers Steve 
Cishek and Brian Duensing in and out of left field to navigate a tough part of the Brewers’ order in the 
eighth. 
 
Bryant is in an 0-for-16 slump and hasn’t homered in a month. But assuming good health, he clearly 
presented the better choice in the ninth to try to tie the score. His mere presence at the plate would 
have commanded respect from Knebel, who has 
allowed Bryant to reach six of 11 times against him in their careers. 
 
Maybe one game in June isn’t worth compromising the day off Maddon committed to Bryant ahead of 
the Cubs’ scheduled day off Thursday. 
 
Maybe. But then why go through all that trouble with the relievers in the eighth to keep the game at 1-
0? 
 



 

Why not follow that success by taking a one-at-bat shot with a guy who has 102 home runs in less than 
3½ seasons instead of a career backup with none in 153 combined plate appearances this season in the 
minors and big leagues? 
 
‘‘That’s easy to say,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘He’s been struggling a lot. Theoretically, it sounds wonderful. I 
thought Gimenez had some good swings today. [Javy] Baez [leading off the ninth] hit the ball hard. 
Willson had some good hacks, also. It’s an easy dialogue to try to conjure up, but I really was trying to 
give him the day off.’’ 
 
Maddon also said that if the game had gone to extra innings, he planned to use Bryant the next time 
that part of the order came around. 
 
It’s only one game in June that’s almost certain to be forgotten in two months, if not a few days. More 
important is Bryant’s state of mind and body as the season wears on. And maybe the full day off for one 
of the Cubs’ workhorses will prove that important. 
 
Bryant downplayed his slump after the game Tuesday. 
 
‘‘It’s just the ebb and the flow of the game,’’ he said. ‘‘Sometimes it’ll continue to eat you up, and you’ve 
just got to go with it and realize that things will turn around. It’s not fun, but it’s really where you find 
out what you’re made of.’’ 
 
Bryant, who has one extra-base hit this month, used the word ‘‘frustrating’’ and has looked at times as 
though he could use a mental break as much as a physical one. 
 
‘‘I’m not really concerned about that,’’ Maddon said before the game Wednesday. ‘‘He’s just been off 
with his swing a little bit and he just looks fatigued a little bit, so I want to get him off his feet.’’ 
 
Bryant said he actually ‘‘felt great’’ at the plate Tuesday on a night the Brewers’ Chase Anderson pitched 
seven strong innings. 
 
‘‘The last three or four games haven’t been great, but I think there’s a lot of people that would want to 
be in my shoes,’’ said Bryant, who’s still hitting .281 with a .391 on-base percentage. ‘‘Sometimes it’s all 
about perspective and how you look at things. It’s hard when the scoreboard’s right in front of your 
face. 
 
‘‘But my expectations are really high. That’s the greatest and worst thing in the world. That’s how I look 
at it.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Even in loss, Mike Montgomery continues to provide ‘big lift’ for Cubs’ rotation 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MILWAUKEE — Don’t blame the Cubs’ 1-0 loss Wednesday to the Brewers on left-hander Mike 
Montgomery. 
 
And don’t blame the Cubs if they have trouble sending him back to the bullpen if he keeps pitching like 
he did at Miller Park. 
 



 

Only one batter in the Brewers’ lineup reached on a hit or walk against him in another strong six-inning 
outing since he joined the rotation four starts ago for injured Yu Darvish. 
 
That hitter, Lorenzo Cain, did just enough damage, including a third-inning home run, to provide the 
difference. 
 
Montgomery allowed only two hits and a walk -- all to Lorenzo Cain -- in six innings against the Brewers 
Wednesday. 
 
‘‘But Montgomery was outstanding,’’ manager Joe Maddon said. ‘‘We have to do better than no runs.’’ 
 
Montgomery (2-2) has allowed only three runs in four starts since joining the rotation, his ERA at 1.14 
since then. Wednesday marked the first time the Cubs lost with him starting this season. 
 
‘‘What he’s done is impressive, and we definitely appreciate it,’’ right fielder Jason Heyward said. ‘‘It’s a 
big lift.’’ 
 
The starting performances essentially have served as a mission statement for the popular swingman, 
who lobbied publicly during the winter for a shot to be among the Cubs’ starting five this season. 
 
‘‘I’ve got a lot of confidence,’’ he said. ‘‘I know if I go out there and execute the game plan and stay 
within myself, good things happen. I’ve got a good feel for my pitches right now. 
 
‘‘I’ve been around, and I know what it takes to be good. So it’s just about going out there and doing it.’’ 
 
Out of left field 
 
Maddon used right-hander Steve Cishek and left-hander Brian Duensing as alternating left fielders in the 
eighth inning once the Brewers’ leadoff man reached base against Cishek. 
 
With left-handed-hitting Eric Thames called on to pinch-hit, the right-handed-hitting Cain behind him 
and left-handed-hitting Christian Yelich after that, Maddon toggled the relievers between left field and 
the mound until all three were retired in order. 
 
‘‘I’ve talked to them about doing it before, and it just popped,’’ said Maddon, who eventually had 
Willson Contreras in left for Yelich, who actually sliced a ball there near the foul line for the final out. 
 
‘‘It was a little terrifying, to be honest,’’ said Duensing, who borrowed left-hander Justin Wilson’s larger 
glove because the Cubs’ only left-handed outfielder (Heyward) was using his. ‘‘But it was fun. Not that it 
was ever a box, but I can check it off.’’ 
 
It was the first career outfield appearances for both pitchers. 
 
Darvish, Edwards updates 
 
The Cubs hadn’t set the schedule yet, but right-hander Yu Darvish fared well enough overnight after 
throwing a bullpen session Tuesday that he’ll throw a second one during the series in St. Louis, Maddon 
said. 
 
Darvish, who has been on the disabled list the last three weeks because of triceps soreness, said after 
his 28-pitch session that he hopes to return to the rotation before the All-Star break. 



 

 
Reliever Carl Edwards Jr. (shoulder soreness) also fared well after throwing Tuesday and likely will throw 
Friday in St. Louis. 
 
The Cubs won’t set a timeline for the return of either pitcher, but Edwards is considered much closer 
than Darvish. 
 
This and that 
 
When Kyle Schwarber beat the right-side shift with a single up the middle in the fourth, he snapped an 
0-for-17 skid. 
 
• The Cubs’ rotation has a 2.46 ERA in the team’s last 16 games. 
 
• Javy Baez tied his 2016 career high with his 12th stolen base in the second. It was his fourth steal of 
third this season. He also has a steal of home. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
With back-to-back shutouts of Cubs, Brewers are back — to stay — in the fight 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
MILWAUKEE — Monday was a haymaker. Monday would have left a lesser opponent in the dirt. 
Monday — when the Cubs came back to beat the Brewers in 11 innings to run their record to 8-1 in the 
season series — gave the National League Central’s bully a prime opportunity to step on an upstart 
rival’s neck. 
 
‘‘That was great to see,’’ team president Theo Epstein said of a victory that moved the Cubs into first 
place by a half-game. ‘‘I thought that was probably some of our best focus and intensity of the year.’’ 
 
Indeed, Tuesday looked promising. But then the Cubs failed to score in the second game of this three-
game set, a 4-0 defeat. Wednesday came, and the Cubs were blanked 1-0. Back-to-back shutout losses 
to the Brewers hadn’t happened to a Cubs team since 2006, but that’s beside the point. The Brewers 
now lead the division by 1½ games, but that’s beside the point, too. 
 
These Brewers aren’t going anywhere. Rather than step on their necks, the Cubs let them get up, dust 
themselves off and puff out their best-record-in-the-NL (41-27) chests. The fight is back on. 
 
Yep, that’s the point. 
 
‘‘They’re a good team, obviously, and what they’ve done the last few years kind of speaks for itself,’’ 
Brewers outfielder Christian Yelich said. ‘‘But by no means are [we] intimidated by that or think that we 
can’t compete with them.’’ 
 
And to think that much of the talk after the Cubs’ victory Monday was about whether they had 
burrowed deep into the Brewers’ heads and taken up residence. The Cubs had shut out the Brewers a 
hard-to-believe five times in nine games and were well on their way to winning the season series for the 
fifth consecutive season. Were the players in the Brewers’ clubhouse already running low on belief? 
 



 

‘‘I mean, listen, that’s [just] a dialogue,’’ Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. ‘‘There’s none of that really 
happening. . . . We almost should be grateful we won one out of three.’’ 
 
Anyone who’s simply assuming the Cubs will outclass the Brewers in 2018 ought to take a deep breath 
and prepare to consider why that’s foolish. 
 
A season ago, the Brewers were the best team in the division through the first half and ended with 86 
victories — one game out of a wild-card spot. The offseason additions they made to that team have left 
them in far better shape. 
 
They signed free-agent center fielder Lorenzo Cain, who has been formidable at the top of the order and 
drove in the only run of the game Wednesday on a third-inning home run against Mike Montgomery. 
 
The Brewers also signed free-agent right-hander Jhoulys Chacin, who threw six scoreless innings to 
outduel Montgomery and — are you ready for this? — hasn’t taken an ‘‘L’’ since April 4. The Brewers are 
10-1 in his last 11 starts. And they traded for Yelich, a terrific talent who’s batting .302 behind Cain. 
 
By comparison, the Cubs essentially added right-handers Yu Darvish and Tyler Chatwood — how’s that 
working out so far? — and bid farewell to Jake Arrieta. 
 
These Brewers are good, and they know it. 
 
‘‘Oh, yeah,’’ Cain said. ‘‘We can play over here.’’ 
 
The Cubs know it, too. 
 
‘‘We had a good start against them, but they’re a good team,’’ Montgomery said. ‘‘And just this rivalry, 
it’s going to create a good atmosphere and good games. And we’re going to have to be on top of our 
game.’’ 
 
Montgomery also said he expects this race to last well into September, which is the big idea around 
these parts, too. 
 
Cain looks around the clubhouse and sees a lot of similar pieces and an overall vibe that are familiar to 
what he had in Kansas City in 2015. Those Royals weren’t laden with superstars, but they could pitch, 
they could defend and they were timely hitters. They were greater than the sum of their parts. 
 
And you’d better believe they weren’t intimidated by anybody. 
 
‘‘We were special,’’ Cain said. ‘‘And this team can be special, too. This Brewers-Cubs rivalry is special. It’s 
definitely exciting. I’m happy to be a part of it.’’ 
 
Yes, the Cubs’ 8-3 head-to-head advantage against the Brewers is significant. Without it, the gap 
between first place and second in the division would be no joke. 
 
But here’s another trend to think about, for whatever it’s worth: The Brewers’ 1-0 victory was the 16th 
time in 23 opportunities this season that they’ve come out on the better end of a one-run game. That 
means they’re pretty clutch. That means they’ve got their act together. 
 
The Cubs’ record in one-run games? Try 6-11 on for size. No, it’s not a very comfortable fit. 
 



 

‘‘We’re a good baseball team, and we know they’re a good baseball team,’’ Brewers manager Craig 
Counsell said. ‘‘This series wasn’t going to decide anything.’’ 
 
No, but had the Cubs swept it or even won two out of three, the narrative of their dominance of the 
Brewers would have persisted. Instead, this race is about the chase. The Brewers are out in front. It’s 
going to be more difficult than it was a year ago for the Cubs to pass them, let alone leave them in the 
dust. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cain razes Cubs: Home run is difference as Brewers win 1-0, keep hold on first 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MILWAUKEE — Jhoulys Chacin and the back end of the Brewers’ bullpen handed the Cubs their second 
consecutive shutout loss at Miller Park on Wednesday, this time 1-0, as the Brewers won two of three in 
the series and extended  their lead in the National League Central to 1 1/2 games. 
 
Cubs starter Mike Montgomery pitched another six impressive innings, allowing just two hits. But one 
was a third-inning home run by Lorenzo Cain. 
 
The Cubs haven’t scored since a five-run 11th inning on Monday cinched the first game of the series. 
 
The Cubs next take Thursday off before opening a three-game series in St. Louis on Friday. 
 
The only an left on the Cubs’ bench by the time this game ended was former MVP Kris Bryant, which 
became especially conspicuous when light-hitting catcher Chris Gimenez was allowed to hit for himself 
with one out in the ninth — and struck out against Brewers closer Corey Knebel. 
 
 Maddon said before the game he wanted to give the fatigued Bryant the consecutive days off. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Chicago Cubs' Bryant gets a two-day break 
By Bruce Miles 
 
MILWAUKEE -- Struggling Chicago Cubs third baseman Kris Bryant got the day off for Wednesday's series 
finale against the Milwaukee Brewers at Miller Park. 
 
Bryant is on an 0-for-15 skid, and he is without a home run since May 14. Manager Joe Maddon wanted 
to double up on the rest for Bryant, coupling Wednesday with Thursday's scheduled off-day ahead of a 
big weekend series at St. Louis. 
 
"I wanted to give him a day off, and then he gets two," Maddon said. "Their pitcher today (Jhoulys 
Chacin), primarily, is very good against righties. I wanted to get more lefties out there. 
 
"But it's also a day game after a night game. I like to take advantage of a day off. By giving a guy a day off 
in front of a day off, he gets two days off. He gets his little mini-all-star break. And then they feel better 
after that. 
 



 

"He's just been off with his swing a little bit. He just looks fatigued a little bit. I just want to get him off 
his feet." 
 
Bryant expressed frustration to reporters late Tuesday night. 
 
"It stinks to go out there and not get hits, but I'm playing for one of the best franchises in all sports, and 
looking back at what I've done I feel pretty proud," he said. "That's what I go back to -- it's a game and 
I've accomplished a lot so far." 
 
The rundown on the rundown: 
Joe Maddon called Tuesday night's botched rundown play in a 4-0 loss an "anomaly." 
 
With nobody out and Christian Yelich on second base in the third inning, Lorenzo Cain grounded up the 
middle. Cubs second baseman Javier Baez tried to get Yelich between second and third. 
 
During the rundown, Cain ran almost to second base and then headed back to first as Yelich got back to 
second safely. Cubs pitcher Tyler Chatwood was left holding the ball as no one was at first base. 
 
"What should have happened there, we should have been able to conduct the rundown between 
second and third," Maddon said. "That's what broke down. So after that all bets are off. 
 
"Everybody rotates. If the catcher goes to third, the first baseman does need to come to the plate. 
There's a lot going on. 
 
"That play right there is an anomaly play. We should've gotten it done between second and third. If we 
had done that, that becomes moot." 
 
Rizzo rung up: 
Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo was called out on strikes in the eighth inning of Wednesday's 1-0 loss. 
He argued vociferously with home-plate umpire Jim Reynolds, but Rizzo was not ejected. 
 
"Usually in those situations, when you're wrong, you get tossed," Rizzo said. "I think I had a good, valid 
argument there. Jim and I get along really well. He knows that I'm competing. thought it was ball. I stand 
by it. He saw it differently." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Montgomery sharp again, but Chicago Cubs shut out by Brewers 
By Bruce Miles 
 
MILWAUKEE -- The music played and the mood was surprisingly light in the Chicago Cubs' clubhouse 
after they lost 1-0 Wednesday to the Milwaukee Brewers at Miller Park. 
 
Even though the Cubs have been shut out two games in a row by the Brewers, making their residence in 
the penthouse of the National League Central short-lived, there were some reasons to smile after 
Wednesday's frustrating performance. 
 
First, left-handed pitcher Mike Montgomery turned in another stellar start as he bids to keep a spot in 
the rotation. He pitched 6 innings and gave up 2 hits and 1 run, a third-inning homer to Lorenzo Cain. In 
4 starts this season, Montgomery has a 1.14 ERA. 



 

 
Second, manager Joe Maddon pulled one of his signature moves in the bottom of the eighth inning, 
using relievers Steve Cishek and Brian Duensing both as pitchers and left fielders, rotating them back 
and forth. The inning ended with a flyout to left field, which was easily handled by … catcher Willson 
Contreras. 
 
"Obviously we want to win the ballgame and the series, but at the end of the day, it's just one game," 
Cishek said. "This rarely happens. I'll probably joke around about it for a little while and have fun with 
it." 
 
But, seriously, the Cubs lost two of three in this series after going 11 innings to beat the Brewers in 
Monday's opener. They are 38-27 and trail first-place Milwaukee (41-27) by 1½ games. 
 
The talk by the media after Monday was that the Cubs were inside the Brewers' heads after taking eight 
of the first nine games between the two clubs. Now with the Cubs going to St. Louis for games Friday-
Sunday, the National League Central race looks to be on. 
 
"Of course," Maddon said. "Again, that's a dialogue. There's none of that really happening (about being 
in a team's head). We played well the first game and got only 2 runs up to the ninth inning, and it was 11 
innings to score the extra runs and then shutout-shutout. 
 
"We almost should be grateful that we won one out of three." 
 
The big bright spot again was Montgomery, who is 2-2 with a 3.31 ERA overall. A reliever to start the 
season, he has been the Cubs' most consistent starter of late next to ace Jon Lester. 
 
"I've got a lot of confidence," he said. "If I go out there, execute the game plan, stay within myself, good 
things happen. I've kind of always known that. I have a good feel for my pitches right now. It's about 
going out there and trying to get the job done." 
 
The fun on this sunny day started in the bottom of the eighth, when Maddon brought righty Cishek in to 
face Orlando Arcia, who reached on a single to shortstop. When Brewers manager Craig Counsell went 
with pinch hitter Eric Thames, Maddon brought in lefty Duensing and moved Cishek to left field. 
 
Thames struck out, and the two pitchers switched positions. Cishek got Cain on a groundout. The inning 
ended when Duensing got Christian Yelich to fly to Contreras in left, as he replaced Cishek in the lineup. 
 
"If it does go extra innings, you have to save some pitchers," Maddon said. "Those two guys, I talked to 
them about doing this before. And it just popped … you can't always do it, but it worked out with that 
today." 
 
Maddon also was questioned about not using Kris Bryant as a pinch hitter in the ninth. Bryant, who is in 
an 0-for-15 slump, remained on the bench in the ninth as Javier Baez flied out, catcher Chris Gimenez 
struck out and Contreras fanned, all against Corey Knebel. 
 
"That's easy to say," Maddon said about possibly using Bryant. "He's been struggling a lot. Theoretically, 
it sounds wonderful. I thought Gimenez had some good swings today. Baez hit the ball hard. Willson had 
some good hacks, also. 
 
"It's an easy dialogue to try to conjure up, but I really was trying to give (Bryant) the day off." 
 



 

-- 
 
The Athletic 
Head games? Brewers show they’re up for Cubs’ challenge with back-to-back shutouts 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
MILWAUKEE — There are no tight butts in the Cubs clubhouse. And over these past two games, there 
have been no runs, either. 
 
After a dramatic comeback by the visiting Cubs in the first game of their three-game set against the 
Milwaukee Brewers, the home team shut down the Cubs bats and wrapped up a series win Wednesday 
afternoon with a 1-0 victory. It pushed the Brewers’ division lead to 1 1/2 games and made all that talk 
of the Cubs being in the Brewers’ heads a distant memory. 
 
“That’s a dialogue,” Maddon said of the Cubs having some sort of psychological edge over Milwaukee. 
“There’s none of that really happening. We played well the first game — we only had two runs through 
the ninth inning. It took 11 innings to score the extra runs and then shutout, shutout. We almost should 
be grateful that we won one out of three.” 
 
The Cubs needed a highly improbable RBI single from Jason Heyward off Josh Hader in Monday’s eighth 
inning to score Ben Zobrist and tie the game. And even that wouldn’t have been possible had the second 
baseman not dropped the ball after Zobrist tagged up on a fly out to center. The Cubs scored five runs in 
the 11th, but outside of that, the offense looked as stagnant as it has the past two games. 
 
Over the team’s past 10 games, the Cubs have won six. However, it’s mostly been due to strong pitching 
as the offense has averaged 2.7 runs per game during that span. And that includes two seven-run 
outbursts. This is an offense that’s still second in the National League with 4.89 runs per game (behind a 
red-hot Los Angeles Dodgers offense), but one that’s trending in the wrong direction. 
 
“You give credit to [Brewers starter Jhoulys] Chacín, he threw well and their bullpen threw well,” 
Anthony Rizzo said. “But back-to-back shutouts means we’re due for an explosion.” 
 
But that’s part of the problem. The Cubs have been shut out or held to just one run 16 times this season, 
the most of any of the top 10 offensive teams (according to wRC+) in baseball. But they’re also an 
offense that can detonate at any time, as shown by their high scoring average. So the issue is they’re 
just not doing it on a consistent basis. 
 
Right now, this is a feast-or-famine group. It’s something that’s dogged them for much of the season and 
while they’re hoping to mature and evolve, so far they haven’t been able to kick the habit. 
 
“We get guys out there, it’s just a little bit more consistent driving in a run when he’s out there,” 
Maddon said. “Every team laments the same situation. It’s where we’re at in the industry. It’s an all-or-
nothing approach by a lot of guys and we’re trying to nurture a different method where you can score 
runs with singles and not just homers. We’re working on it. It showed up a couple times recently. Today, 
it did not happen. That’s what I want to continue to work on. I think that’s the missing link. Everybody’s 
wanting more action in the game. We have to develop guys that are more able to move the baseball, 
not just swing for the fences.” 
 
Maddon is right about his team’s inability to get the big hit. After going 0-for-4 with runners in scoring 
position Wednesday, they’re now hitting .232 in those situations on the year, 23rd in baseball. This from 
a team that is sixth in baseball with a .258 batting average in all situations. Obviously, there’s more to an 



 

offense than just batting average, but with runners in scoring position, a single often scores a run, and 
right now, that’s all the Cubs are looking for. The fact that their batting average drops significantly with 
men in scoring position is a huge issue. 
 
With the offense just outs away from being shut out for the second consecutive game, Maddon allowed 
light-hitting backup catcher Chris Gimenez to hit for himself against Brewers closer Corey Knebel while 
Kris Bryant, who had the day off, sat on the bench. Prior to the game, Maddon said he was looking to 
give the scuffling Bryant two consecutive days off with an off-day looming Thursday. 
 
“I was trying to,” Maddon said of Bryant after the loss. “I was gonna use him the next time through if it 
got to it. His spot may have come back around, he’d have been the last guy on the bench and I would 
have used him. I just thought, under the circumstances, let the guys play.” 
 
The fact that Maddon didn’t rule out using Bryant at a later point essentially means he was saving the 
former MVP for a moment that never arrived. It’s like saving your closer for a save that never 
materializes. If you don’t get that run, there’s no point in saving the player. 
 
“That’s easy to say,” Maddon said when asked if he was tempted to use Bryant. “He’s been struggling a 
lot. Theoretically, it sounds wonderful. I thought Gimenez had some good swings today, [Javy] Báez hit 
the ball hard, Willson [Contreras] had some good hacks also. It’s an easy dialogue to try and conjure up, 
but I really was trying to give him the day off.” 
 
Bryant came into the game in an 0-for-16 slump. It’s been nearly a month since his last home run, but 
even with all those struggles, he’s hitting .282 during that homerless stretch. After striking out in the 
ninth, Gimenez is now 3-for-17 this season with three singles and a career .650 OPS. 
 
And if Maddon was avoiding cold players, Contreras probably isn’t someone to go to either. Since hitting 
three home runs over the course of two days against the lowly Chicago White Sox on May 11 and 12, 
Contreras has just three extra-base hits and a .060 ISO. In fact, while the Cubs continue to search for 
more contact in critical situations, their power as a team has plummeted. Since May 15, the day after 
Bryant’s last home run, the Cubs have a .130 ISO, good for 28th in baseball during that span. 
 
The Cubs are searching for that happy medium where they put the ball in play when needed, but also 
know how to drive the ball over the fence and into the gaps. On Wednesday, it only took one of those 
opportunities to win the game. The Brewers were able to do it when Cubs starter Mike Montgomery fell 
behind on Lorenzo Cain 3-1 in the third. Cain sat on a fastball, and when he got one on the inside corner, 
he pounced and drove the ball over the left-field fence for the game’s only run. 
 
Outside of that, Montgomery was brilliant, tossing six innings and allowing just two hits and a walk (all 
to Cain) while striking out four on just 79 pitches. He surely would have gone deeper if his spot in the 
lineup hadn’t come up in the seventh inning. 
 
After a nice win Saturday, Jon Lester suggested this team had its 2016 swagger back. After Monday’s 
comeback victory, a very impressive one against a top-tier bullpen, many suggested the Cubs were in 
the Brewers’ heads. The reality is, none of that is true. The Cubs are a confident group and they’re not 
going to back down against anyone. But this is 2018, and trying to recapture the magic of two years ago 
would be folly. They must find a new motivation and create a new narrative. And the Brewers are 
proving they’re more than capable of taking on all comers. 
 
Back in 2015, the Cubs had to find a way to overcome the St. Louis Cardinals. 
 



 

“When I first got here in ’15, the rhetoric really bothered me a little bit,” Maddon said earlier this week. 
“I really think my training in the AL East helped an awful lot. When you’re trying to beat the Yankees and 
Red Sox and then you do, that’s pretty good stuff. I think I drew on my training from there. When I got 
here all I heard about was the Cardinals and the Pirates, pretty much at that time. Each team was 
ascending and so was Cincinnati. I’m watching, and there were a lot of similarities. And a part is, you 
gotta take it. The Red Sox and the Yankees aren’t giving it up, and neither are the Cardinals, the Pirates 
or the Reds or the Brewers. Nobody’s giving it up. You gotta take it.” 
 
The Cubs started that season 2-8 against the Cardinals. They finished the regular season 6-3 against 
them, then took them out in the NLDS 3-1. After starting 8-1 against the Brewers this season, Milwaukee 
has counterpunched with a pair of shutouts and stopped all talk of mental games and Cubbie swagger. 
 
Anyone who believed that the Cubs were on the verge of running away with the division needs to take a 
step back and see that the Brewers and Cardinals aren’t going to be easy to put away. 
 
“I expect it to,” Montgomery said when asked if the division is going to go down to the wire. “I wouldn’t 
want anything less. The better competition we get to play, the better it makes us.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Why this Jason Heyward relaunch is working 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
The Wrigley Field clubhouse had finally quieted down after last week’s walk-off win over the 
Philadelphia Phillies. Jason Heyward had showered and changed out of the uniform drenched when Kyle 
Schwarber and Ian Happ dumped Gatorade buckets on him during the postgame TV interview. Cubs 
hitting coach Chili Davis walked into the room and headed straight toward Heyward’s locker. Davis 
hugged Heyward in a teacher-student moment that must have been gratifying after all their hard work 
together. 
 
“Hell, yeah,” Davis said. 
 
At least publicly, Heyward doesn’t want to talk about it in those terms, like he somehow figured it out 
with one grand slam or how far he’s come with Davis since they began their offseason sessions at the 
team’s Arizona complex: “I’m not going to dwell on that.” 
 
Heyward knows how hard this game is, harder than ever before with all the data, defensive shifts and 
bullpen weapons working against the hitters. He understands that it’s only June in a very long season. 
He creates his own expectations, regardless of that eight-year, $184 million megadeal. 
 
Heyward doesn’t want to treat his job like a math equation or a science project, dissecting his swing 
mechanics and filing progress reports with the media. When talking about himself, he usually finds a 
way to steer his answer back in the direction of the team. 
 
“I just feel like I’m able to make adjustments on the fly,” Heyward said. “Keep it simple and know that I 
don’t have to think too much. I know that I’m trying to use my hands. And after that, you’re just able to 
kind of focus on who you’re facing out there on the mound. That’s the thing at the end of the day: Good 
guy — good stuff or not — you’re trying to hit strikes. 
 



 

“It’s just nice to see that we got a bunch of examples of that happening right now. They say stuff like 
that’s contagious.” 
 
Deep down, even a Cubs official admitted that Heyward launching a grand slam off Phillies left-hander 
Adam Morgan didn’t even register on the wish list while watching that ninth-inning at-bat. Maybe 
Heyward could draw a walk or knock a ball just over the infield. After all, Heyward had struggled so 
much against lefties during the first two seasons of his big contract (three homers in 282 plate 
appearances) that he became a part-time player in the postseason. 
 
Davis heard all about it when he took the job last October. 
 
“I had so many people call me and say, ‘You want me to give suggestions about him?’” Davis said. “I’m 
like, ‘No, no, no, I don’t even know the guy.’ I’m going off of what I see with him. It’s a different 
experience, trying to build a trust with him. I think I’ve done that, to some [degree]. I can’t go on what 
anybody else says about him. That just disrupts everything that I’m looking for.” 
 
Didn’t see this coming, either: Heyward lining Josh Hader’s 95-mph fastball into right field for the game-
tying RBI single on Monday night, allowing the Cubs to outlast a virtually unhittable hybrid reliever and 
beat the Milwaukee Brewers in 11 innings at Miller Park. 
 
Heyward still has only a .556 OPS against lefties this season, but he is clearly trending in the right 
direction, batting .386 (22-for-57) with a .951 OPS in his last 13 games. He notched an extra-base hit in 
five consecutive games (June 6-11), boosting his overall OPS to .751, or 29 points above the major-
league average. 
 
“There’s nothing new or different from him,” manager Joe Maddon said. “He’s just setting up better. His 
hands — you see how the ball’s coming off the bat — it’s kind of snapping. There’s no push in his swing. 
It’s all snap right now and that’s the difference.” 
 
But Heyward’s personality never changes, whether or not he’s putting up numbers or playing every day. 
That’s why he commanded enough respect to give The Rain Delay Speech in Cleveland and refocus his 
teammates during a World Series Game 7. 
 
“J-Hey’s one of the rocks of this team,” center fielder Albert Almora Jr. said. “Just the way he goes about 
his business. He comes in and works and puts in his best effort every day. That’s what you look for in 
leaders. Not necessarily the vocal aspect of it, but just the way you compose yourself on and off the 
field. And he has all of it.” 
 
The Cubs have created an open environment without many clubhouse cliques or disagreements played 
out in the media — winning obviously helps — but it certainly looks like they root for Heyward in 
particular. His steady presence helped the 2016 team grow up and pay more attention to detail on 
defense and with baserunning. 
 
“He comes to the ballpark every single day as a professional,” first baseman Anthony Rizzo said. “When 
you see guys do that and they’re getting results, it’s fun to watch. [But] as a teammate, I try not to buy 
into the results. I try to treat everyone the same, because if you treat people by the way they perform, I 
think you got to look yourself in the mirror sometimes. He’s a great person. He comes in every single day 
and works very hard and pushes guys as well.” 
 
At a certain point, there are diminishing returns with those intangibles. These players aren’t that young 
and inexperienced anymore. The Cubs can’t get greedy and expect Heyward to be the hitter who 



 

generated 27 homers for the Atlanta Braves in 2012, but even average offensive production for a right 
fielder would make him an extremely valuable player factoring in all of his other contributions. 
 
“I don’t know how many times I’ve told him: ‘I feel so much better when you’re on the field,’” Maddon 
explained before Heyward received his fifth Gold Glove during an April presentation at Wrigley Field. “I 
love having guys that win that award. Normally, if you have a couple of those, you probably had yourself 
a pretty good year as a group. 
 
“It speaks to him. Right now, he has not achieved on the offensive level that he’d like to [and] normally a 
lot of times that award goes to an offensive player. It’s almost an offensive award. The fact that he’s 
really been able to hold serve in the eyes of the industry while he’s still working to get to the level he’s 
capable of offensively is pretty impressive. 
 
“He makes a huge difference for us. When he’s on the field and Javy [Báez’s] on the field and we have all 
of our defense on the field, from the dugout, I promise you it feels a whole lot better. 
 
“I know we haven’t arrived offensively where we want to arrive with him yet. However, he’s been a 
grand part — a great part — of our success over the last few years.” 
 
Part of the thinking behind Heyward’s contract is that he would be young enough, athletic enough and 
mentally strong enough to bounce back if he struggled with normal free-agent pressures at the 
beginning of the deal. It’s not like his well-rounded skills would suddenly disappear or rapidly diminish 
like it might with an over-30, one-dimensional hitter. 
 
Heyward won’t turn 29 until August. He understands the cat-and-mouse game against the pitcher. He 
can visualize the strike zone and make contact in an era of so many all-or-nothing at-bats. He is not 
“fixed” because he was never “broken.” The game is always adapting and evolving and he has always 
had a high-maintenance swing and sky-high expectations as a first-round pick of his hometown team 
and Baseball America’s No. 1 prospect. 
 
Heyward didn’t need a hug from Davis, but he appreciated what it meant. 
 
“It’s a different kind of passion when you go through it with people,” Heyward said. “It’s just very 
gratifying and something I don’t take for granted, man, from the minor leagues to now. The game’s a 
business. You don’t get to play with people as long as you think you will. And one day, the opportunity’s 
gone and they’re playing somewhere else or they’re done playing, so it’s definitely a humbling feeling. 
 
“It’s a beautiful part of this game — we’re all competing [together]. We all know how early each other 
gets here every day and how hard we work and stuff like that. It’s no different than me coming into the 
dugout at the end of an inning and picking up a pitcher after he got out of a bases-loaded situation. 
You’re trying not to let that moment go unnoticed because it’s a big deal. And it’s hard.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Montgomery sharp, but Cubs blanked by Crew 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MILWAUKEE -- The Cubs' Mike Montgomery didn't get any help on Wednesday afternoon, unless you 
count the two relievers who subbed in the outfield briefly in the eighth inning. 
 



 

Lorenzo Cain hit a solo homer, one of just two hits off Montgomery over six innings, which was all the 
Brewers needed to hand the Cubs a 1-0 loss at Miller Park and open a 1 1/2-game lead in the National 
League Central. 
 
"It should be like this all year because they have a good team, they have a good group," Cubs first 
baseman Anthony Rizzo said of the tight division race. 
 
The Cubs scored five runs in the 11th inning on Monday to win the series opener and move into first 
place for the first time since May 1, but then they were shut out both Tuesday and Wednesday by their 
rivals. Jhoulys Chacin scattered four hits over six innings for the win on Wednesday, which was 
Milwaukee's third in 11 games this season against Chicago. 
 
"We played well the first game, and we only had two runs up until the ninth inning, then shutout, 
shutout," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "We almost should be grateful we won one out of three." 
 
The Brewers stranded a runner at third in the first two innings, but Cain figured out a way to score with 
one out in the third. He launched a 3-1 fastball from Montgomery for his eighth home run and a 1-0 
lead. 
 
"I liked him in Kansas City, always liked him," Maddon said of Cain. "Citizen Cain. Outstanding player. 
Plays it hard, plays it right. Works pro at-bats all the time. He's a high-end baseball player. I've always 
been a big fan." 
 
Montgomery likes Cain, too, but he didn't like the result. 
 
"I went inside one too many times to Cain and he got me," Montgomery said. "He's a good hitter, so I 
have to give him credit for that. … To him, especially, you want to get him out earlier [in the count] and 
want to get ahead. It is what it is." 
 
Besides the homer, Montgomery gave up a leadoff single to Cain in the first and that was it. This was 
Montgomery's fourth start subbing for Yu Darvish, and the lefty continued to do well. He has now given 
up three earned runs over 23 2/3 innings, for a 1.14 ERA as a starter this season. 
 
"I've got a lot of confidence," Montgomery said. "I know if I go out there and execute the game plan and 
stay within myself, good things happen. I've always known that. I have a good feel for my pitches right 
now. It's about just going out there and trying to get the job done. I've been around and I know what it 
takes to be good, and it's just about going out there and doing it." 
 
Darvish, whose last start was on May 20, threw his first bullpen session on Tuesday, but there's still no 
timetable for his return. 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Jason Heyward made the catch of the game in the Brewers' second. With one out, Hernan Perez struck 
out, but the ball got away from catcher Chris Gimenez, who made matters worse by overthrowing Rizzo. 
Perez reached second on the error. Perez then stole third, and Erik Kratz flew out to shallow right with 
Heyward making a diving catch. Heyward was able to get to his feet and throw home to stop Perez from 
trying to score. 
 
SOUND SMART 
The last time the Cubs were shut out in back-to-back games was April 1-2, when they lost to the Marlins, 
6-0, then dropped a 1-0 decision to the Reds. 



 

 
Montgomery joins Jason Hammel (four starts in 2016), Rich Harden (four starts in '08) and Greg Maddux 
(four starts in '06) as the only Cubs pitchers in the past four decades to hold opponents to one or no 
runs in each of their first four starts of a season. 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Right-hander Steve Cishek started the Brewers' eighth and gave up a single to Orlando Arcia. Then it got 
interesting. Maddon moved Cishek to left field, and Brian Duensing, a lefty, took over on the mound. 
Duensing struck out pinch-hitter Eric Thames, then switched places with Cishek, moving to left. Cishek 
got Cain to ground out, and Maddon made another move, calling on catcher Willson Contreras to play 
left and putting Duensing back on the mound. Naturally, Christian Yelich flew out to Contreras to end 
the inning. 
 
It marked the first career appearance for both Cishek and Duensing at a defensive position other than 
pitcher. 
 
"We want to win the ballgame, win the series, but at the end of the day, it's one game," Cishek said. 
"This rarely happens. I'll joke around about it for a while and have fun with it." 
 
Did Duensing think he could've made the play like Contreras did? 
 
"I'd like to say 'yes,' but at the same time, I don't know what would've happened," Duensing said. "I'm 
going to say, yes." 
 
Other Cubs pitchers who have played the outfield in the past for Maddon include Travis Wood, Pedro 
Strop and Spencer Patton. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"We get guys out there, but [we need to be] more consistent driving in a run when he's out there. Every 
team laments the same situation. It's where we're at in the industry, it's an all-or-nothing approach by a 
lot of guys. We're trying to nurture a different method where you can score runs with singles and not 
just homers. We're working on it, and it showed up a couple times recently. Today, it did not happen. I 
think that's the missing link. Everybody is wanting more action in the game. We have to develop guys 
who are able to move the baseball and not just swing for the fences." -- Maddon, on the Cubs' struggles 
with runners in scoring position. They stranded nine on Wednesday and went 0-for-4 with runners in 
scoring position. 
 
UP NEXT 
After an off-day on Thursday, the Cubs open a three-game series against the Cardinals in St. Louis on 
Friday night. Jon Lester will get the start against Michael Wacha, and Lester is on a roll. He has not given 
up a run in his past two outings, going seven innings both times. He's 5-1 with a 1.63 ERA in his past 
eight starts. He's 1-0 in two starts vs. the Cards, giving up two earned runs over 11 1/3 innings. First 
pitch will be at 7:15 p.m. CT from Busch Stadium. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Bryant sits during extended homerless drought 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MILWAUKEE -- The Cubs' Kris Bryant is getting a mini All-Star break. 



 

 
Bryant, who is 0-for-15 over his past four games and has not hit a home run since May 14, did not start 
in Wednesday's 1-0 loss to the Brewers. The Cubs have an off-day on Thursday. 
 
"I wanted to give him a day off and then he gets two," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said of Bryant, who 
was batting .281 overall. "It's also a day game after a night game. I like to take advantage of a day off by 
giving a guy a day off in front of a day off so he gets his little mini All-Star break and they feel better 
after that." 
 
Bryant's homerless streak of 24 games is a career high. 
 
"He's just been off with his swing a little bit, and he looks fatigued a little bit and I just want to get him 
off his feet," Maddon said. 
 
Darvish, Edwards Jr. on the mend 
Both Yu Darvish and Carl Edwards Jr. passed their respective tests on Wednesday, and the Cubs are 
planning the next step in their rehab. Darvish, on the disabled list retroactive to May 23 with tendinitis 
in his right triceps, threw his first bullpen session on Tuesday and was expected to do so again on Friday. 
Edwards has been sidelined since May 30 because of inflammation in his right shoulder. 
 
"The next step is to map out the next moment," Maddon said. 
 
Edwards was not expected to need as long to return because he's a reliever. 
 
"Bullpen guys can overcome those moments more quickly than a starter can," Maddon said. "I don't 
have a finish line except that [Edwards] is feeling good and walking around and you see him smiling all 
the time. That normally tells you a guy is feeling better." 
 
Rundown recap 
So after reviewing Tuesday night's bizarre rundown play by the Brewers in the third inning, did Maddon 
have any insight on Wednesday? 
 
"What should've happened was we should've been able to conduct the rundown between second and 
third, and after that, all bets are off," Maddon said. 
 
Christian Yelich was on second when Lorenzo Cain hit a grounder to second baseman Javier Baez, and 
the rundown began. But both Yelich and Cain avoided being tagged because of heads-up baserunning by 
Cain, who scampered back to first. The Cubs didn't have anyone covering. 
 
"Everybody rotates," Maddon said of what should happen on defense. "If the catcher goes to third, the 
first baseman does need to come to the plate. There's a lot going on. You could break that down. 
 
"That play right there is an anomaly play. We should've gotten it done between second and third. If we 
had done that, that becomes moot. That's really the breakdown there, and not necessarily anywhere 
else." 
 
Draft signings 
The Cubs signed University of San Diego right-handed pitcher Paul Richan, who was selected 78th overall 
in the MLB Draft. Richard reportedly signed for $450,000. 
 



 

Fourth-round pick Ethan Roberts, a right-handed pitcher who played for Tennessee Technological 
University, also has reportedly signed, but he needs to undergo a physical. 
 
"It's going to be fun," Roberts said on Wednesday. "I'm ready. I'm just ready to help them win, try to 
work my way up the ladder and hopefully, in the end, I'll be closing a World Series." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs' offense goes silent again, leaving Brewers in first place 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
MILWAUKEE -- It's time to play another round of "what exactly is going on with the Chicago Cubs' 
offense?" 
 
The question has popped up again, as they were shut out by the Milwaukee Brewers for the second 
straight game on Wednesday 1-0. The Cubs lost the series and fell 1.5 games behind Milwaukee for the 
Central Division lead. The Cubs left nine men on base and were shut down by Jhoulys Chacin one day 
after Chase Anderson did the same. 
 
"Their guy was really good at keeping us off-balance," manager Joe Maddon said. "He's not 
overpowering by any means, but he pitches well. Sometimes that gives us a lot of trouble, when a guy 
can pitch like that." 
 
Soft-tossing pitchers tend to give the Cubs trouble, as do ones they've never seen before, but this isn't 
about the competition. This is about an offense in transition. The Cubs rank third in the National League 
in opposite-field hits per game, way up from last season, but they rank 10th in home runs after finishing 
third in that category a year ago. They don't believe they're sacrificing one for the other, but perhaps in 
small samples they are. 
 
"Every team laments the same situation," Maddon said. "It's where we're at in this industry. It's an all-
or-nothing approach, and we're trying to nurture a different method where you can score runs with 
singles and not just homers. We're working on it. It showed up a couple times recently. Today it did not 
happen." 
 
Down 1-0, a home run would not have hurt. Then again, a few opposite-field shots could have helped as 
well. In one of the stranger stats in recent memory, the Cubs continue to hover at the top of the league 
in slugging percentage when the bases are empty but languish near the bottom when they have men in 
scoring position. It's excruciating to watch and hard to understand. 
 
Take the Cubs' fifth inning on Wednesday, for example. Chacin walked the top two hitters in the lineup 
as he began his third time through the order. Contact hitter Tommy La Stella came to the plate. Earlier in 
the game, La Stella singled to left and drove a ball to the warning track that way his next time up. But 
this time, with men on, he struck out. Anthony Rizzo followed with a weak groundout, and the Cubs' 
best scoring chance ended. 
 
"When we get to the point where we're able to move the baseball and score runners with runners in 
scoring position consistently, we'll take off," Maddon said. 
 



 

He has been saying about the same thing since the Cubs fired hitting coach John Mallee after last 
season. They had more power back then but less overall contact. Now they have less power and some 
increased contact -- but not with men in scoring position. 
 
"Back-to-back shutouts means we're due for an explosion," Rizzo said with a smirk. 
 
The Cubs are so upside down right now that Maddon didn't want to use former MVP Kris Bryant as a 
pinch hitter, electing to give him a full day off Wednesday. Instead, a journeyman catcher with 22 career 
home runs, Chris Gimenez, batted with the Cubs down 1-0 in the ninth inning with first place on the line. 
Bryant is 0 for his past 15, which is why he wasn't starting. 
 
"He's been struggling a lot," Maddon said of Bryant. "Theoretically, [using Bryant to pinch hit] sounds 
wonderful, but I thought Gimenez had some good swings today. It's an easy dialogue to try and conjure 
up, but I was really trying to give him the day off." 
 
For the Cubs' sake, hopefully that means Bryant will be fully refreshed when the Cubs move on to St. 
Louis for the final leg of their three-team trek through the division. Their chance to hold on to first place 
slipped away from them after they won Game 1 on Monday, but even in that affair, they did most of 
their damage on offense in a five-run 11th inning. Acknowledging that, the usually optimistic Maddon 
understood the consequences of his team's offensive output in the series. 
 
"We almost should be grateful we won one out of three," he said. 
 
As for the effort to transition the offense into a power-hitting attack that also can create runs when the 
balls don't leave the park, the manager can only cross his fingers and preach patience. 
 
"It's not going to happen overnight," Maddon said. 
 
That much is obvious. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Steve Cishek, Brian Duensing alternate between LF, mound 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
MILWAUKEE -- One pitcher called it a "little terrifying," while the other said it was "tough to see" in the 
outfield as the Chicago Cubs used two relievers to play left field and pitch in the bottom of the eighth 
inning against the Brewers on Wednesday. 
 
After right-hander Steve Cishek gave up a base hit to Orlando Arcia to lead off the inning, Cishek went to 
left field as left-hander Brian Duensing came in to face lefty pinch hitter Eric Thames. After Thames 
struck out, Cishek returned to the mound, to pitch to the right-handed hitting Lorenzo Cain, while 
Duensing went to left. 
 
"It was a little terrifying," Duensing said after the 1-0 loss. "A lot of praying going on out there ... 
Something I've never done before. Not that it was a box, but something I can check off." 
 
The two weren't done switching positions as Cishek got Cain to ground out, allowing Duensing to take 
the mound again to face lefty Christian Yelich, who flied out. 
 



 

"If it does go extra innings, you have to save some pitchers there, and those two guys, I talked to them 
about doing this before. It just popped," manager Joe Maddon explained. "The way their batting order 
set up, it just played out perfectly. You can't always do it, but it worked out today." 
 
Neither pitcher got a fly ball hit to him. When Yelich came up to face Duensing, Maddon sent Willson 
Contreras to left. Yelich hit a ball slicing away from Contreras, who made the catch. Both pitchers say 
they would have made the grab as well. 
 
"Was hoping one day it would happen," Cishek said of playing the outfield. "I don't know who gave me 
the [sun]glasses -- I don't want to throw anyone under the bus -- but they were prescription glasses. 
They made me nervous. It was tough to see out there." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
There's no way the Cubs can take Mike Montgomery out of the rotation 
By Tony Andracki 
 
Mike Montgomery is a man possessed. 
 
Over the last 7 months, he's made it pretty damn clear he prefers to be a starting pitcher rather than a 
reliever and he's certainly put his money where his mouth is. 
 
Montgomery tossed another gem Wednesday afternoon in Milwaukee, keeping the division-leading 
Brewers offense at bay with only 2 hits, a walk and a lone run in 6 innings. In fact, the only Brewers 
player to reach base safely was Lorenzo Cain, who had a single, walk and a homer as the only blemish. 
 
With the outing, Montgomery lowered his season ERA to 3.31 and WHIP to 1.08. But his numbers as a 
starter are even more impressive. 
 
The 28-year-old southpaw has a 1.14 ERA and 0.68 WHIP as a member of the Cubs' rotation in 2018, 
allowing just 13 hits in 23.2 innings. 
 
His fit in the rotation goes well beyond this season. 
 
Dating back to July 19 of last year, Montgomery has a 1.99 ERA and 0.75 WHIP as a starting pitcher in 
58.2 innings spanning 11 outings. He's given up more than one run in only two of those 11 starts. Also in 
that time, he's allowed just 34 hits, 10 walks and 5 homers — absolutely sparkling numbers. 
 
For perspective, Jon Lester has been on a roll this year but over his last 62.2 innings — during which he 
has a 1.72 ERA — the Cubs ace has still allowed 40 hits and 20 walks (16 more baserunners in only 4 
more innings). 
 
Montgomery is simply the Cubs' best pitcher right now and even if he falters a bit in the next couple 
starts, his recent track record as a member of the rotation is forcing the Cubs' hand. 
 
How could they possibly throw him back in the bullpen right now? 
 
Montgomery's emergence has been both a good thing and a bad thing for a team that's vying for first 
place in the National League Central.  
 



 

On the one hand, the Cubs badly needed a boost in the rotation and that's exactly what Montgomery 
has given. On the other hand, what do the Cubs do when Yu Darvish is actually healthy and returns to 
the rotation? 
 
It's a good problem to have.  
 
Tyler Chatwood's head-scratching control issues would seem to make him a fit to lose a spot in the 
rotation, but he's also been turning things around of late and feels like he's made an adjustment that 
will lead to better results on the field. Plus, do you really want a guy who struggles to throw strikes to be 
pitching 1 or 2 innings at a time out of the bullpen late in games? 
 
Darvish seems like a lock for the rotation when he comes off the disabled list (whenever that might be). 
The Cubs invested $126 million and 6 years into Darvish and he has a long track record of being an elite 
big-league starter (his 11.0 K/9 career rate is the best in MLB history for a starting pitcher). 
 
So who does Montgomery bump out? Or do the Cubs just roll with a 6-man rotation right before or after 
the All-Star Break? 
 
That's a problem for Future Joe Maddon and Future Theo Epstein. We don't know how that will all play 
out right now, but one thing's for certain: Mike Montgomery is walking the walk. 
 
-- 
 
 


