
Bieber takes loss in bid for postseason roster 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- When this season began and Shane Bieber was fitted for his uniform with Double-A Akron, the pitcher could not have predicted 

he would be in the position he is now with two weeks left in the regular season. 

 
Bieber was drenched in champagne on Saturday night, when the Indians celebrated their third consecutive American League Central title at 

Progressive Field. In a 6-4 loss to the Tigers on Sunday afternoon, Bieber was not at his best, but the rookie right-hander has found a home in 

the Tribe's rotation and is very much in the mix for a spot on the playoff roster. 

"I hoped for it. I could envision it," Bieber said of being with the Indians for this stretch run. "But, if you ask me if I expected it, I don't know that I 

can say that, because so many things have to line up." 

 

In the midst of Saturday's party, bench coach Brad Mills posted the lineup for Sunday's finale against Detroit on one of the locker room's 

soaked walls. Cleveland's AL MVP candidates, Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez, were out of the lineup, along with regulars like Michael 

Brantley, Edwin Encarnacion and more. 

 
Cleveland's post-clinch lineup looked more like one that might have been featured this season by Triple-A Columbus, where Bieber made eight 

starts this season after cruising against Double-A competition. The lone everyday player in the local nine was slugger Josh Donaldson, who is 

returning from injury and still building his endurance back up. 

 

The Indians managed three runs in the seven innings logged by lefty Francisco Liriano, who allowed an RBI single apiece to Yandy Diaz and 

rookie catcher Eric Haase. Cleveland carried a 3-1 lead into the fifth inning, but Bieber was unable to keep Detroit's lineup down. 

 

"I thought he was up [in the zone] today more than he's been, even with his breaking ball," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "He ended up 

paying for it. There's nothing that he did today [that changes our opinion of him]. I mean, we love this kid. He's going to be a good one." 

 
In the fifth, the Tigers struck for four runs on five hits, including a three-run home run to left field by Jim Adduci. Overall, Bieber was charged 

with five runs on nine hits in six innings, in which he struck out four and walked none. 

 

"Maybe [there was] a little bit of fatigue," Bieber said. "But, that's no reason I should be missing spots. I just need to focus a little bit more. You 

may get away with more mistakes earlier in the game than later in the game. They're definitely going to punish you the second or third time 

they've seen you. I just need to be sharper." 

 

Adam Rosales added an RBI single in the ninth for Cleveland to make things interesting, but the Tribe could not complete the comeback. 

 

On the season, Bieber has gone 10-4 with a 4.50 ERA in his first exposure to the big leagues, piling up 108 strikeouts against 19 walks in 104 
innings along the way. There have been bumps in the road, but the 23-year-old righty has shown his potential both through his poise and 

precision-based approach. 

 

Between Double-A and Triple-A earlier this year, Bieber posted a 1.47 ERA with 77 strikeouts against seven walks in 79 2/3 innings. His 5.68 

strikeout-to-walk ratio in the Majors currently ranks eighth in baseball (min. 70 innings). On that list, Bieber is sandwiched between Carlos 

Carrasco (5.72) and Max Scherzer (5.65). 

 

"A lot of things have to line up for guys to move up levels," Bieber said. "I've been extremely fortunate with my path and how it's gone. But, I 

think I've taken advantage of the opportunities that I've gotten. I'm really just trying to enjoy it right now, because it's not very common. It doesn't 

happen very often." 
 

Come October, the Indians will have to weigh whether Bieber will fit on the postseason roster as a starter, or as a multi-inning reliever. 

 

"I'm not sure what role it will be in," Bieber said. "But, I'm really excited for the opportunity to keep competing and trying to impact this team in a 

positive way." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Haase party: The reserve-filled lineup allowed Haase to get a rare start behind the plate for the Tribe, paving the way for his first career hit. Go 

figure that it would come against the Tigers. Haase, who was born in Detroit and was "Mr. Baseball" for the state of Michigan for Divine Child 

High School in 2011, came through with a go-ahead RBI single in the fourth inning, giving the Tribe a 2-1 lead at the time. 
 

"On a day where we're letting the guys who have grinded take a deep breath," Francona said, "watching him catch a full game, get his first hit, 

first RBI, that's really exciting. He's worked so hard behind the plate. His throwing and his transfer is so much better than we even saw in Spring 

Training. That was really fun." 

Miller Time: Indians relief ace Andrew Miller checked another item off his comeback to-do list on Sunday, working parts of two innings against 

the Tigers. The lefty induced three straight groundouts on nine pitches in the seventh and was sent back out for the eighth. Miller created a 

flyout against Adduci, but then exited after giving up a solo shot to left to Mikie Mahtook. 

 

"Like you hope, keep taking steps in the right direction," Francona said. "It was his best velocity that we've seen [93.8 mph average on his four-

seamer and 95.5 mph max, per Statcast™]. Breaking ball continues to be good. He got in a 3-2 count and got one up too much. That's still 
another good step in the right direction." 

 

SOUND SMART 



Haase became the first Indians player to drive in a go-ahead run with his first career hit since Jason Kipnis delivered a walk-off single against 

the Angels on July 25, 2011. 

 

HE SAID IT 

"It was awesome. Nobody deserves it more than that guy. He's had a trying run to get here. He really deserves it. Nobody works as hard as he 
does. He does a good job and comes in every day and has a positive attitude and works his tail off. I'm really happy for him." -- Bieber, on 

Haase getting his first career hit 

 

"It's good to get that one out of the way and hopefully move forward at this point and put up some good numbers." -- Haase, whose wife, kids 

and in-laws were in attendance 

 

UP NEXT 

Following Monday's team off-day, Indians ace Corey Kluber (18-7, 2.91 ERA) is slated to take the ball in the opener of a three-game set with 

the White Sox at 7:10 p.m. ET. Kluber will be working on seven days of rest, helping set his schedule up for the postseason. The righty is 8-4 

with a 4.02 ERA in 14 starts at Progressive Field this year. Chicago will counter with lefty Carlos Rodon (6-5, 3.10). 
 

Clevinger sees hard work pay off in career year 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- With his shoulder-length hair soaked in champagne, Indians pitcher Mike Clevinger was asked what this moment meant for 

him. When Cleveland acquired him, he was coming off elbow surgery and required delivery reconstruction. Four years later, he picked up the 

win in a division-clinching game. 

 

"That's a real heavy question right now," Clevinger said with a laugh during Saturday night's celebration. 

 

Clevinger has come an incredibly long way since joining the Tribe as more of a project than a prospect. Now, the right-hander has established 
himself as a regular in Cleveland's talent-heavy rotation and one of the more durable starters in the game. In the process, though, Clevinger 

has logged more innings and pitches than he has at any point in his career. 

 

Entering Sunday, Clevinger ranked fifth in the American League in innings (188 1/3), while ranking fourth in the Majors in pitches per game 

(102) and sixth in baseball in pitches overall (3,061). The Indians will keep a close eye on Clevinger's workload over the next two weeks as the 

playoffs approach, but there are no concrete plans to have the righty take his foot off the gas. 

 

"We try to use common sense," said Indians manager Terry Francona. "You play the game the right way, and if we think we need to take a guy 

out of a game some time, we will. But, to me, his tank looks like it's going back up as opposed to the other way." 

 
Along those lines, Clevinger's pitch velocity has climbed steadily throughout this season. Per Statcast™, his 94.5-mph average on his four-

seamer in September is the highest of any month, following the 94.0-mph average posted in both July and August. Clevinger's fastball 

averaged 92.4 mph in April, 93.0 mph in May and 93.5 mph in June. 

 

In 30 starts, Clevinger has gone 12-8 with a 3.06 ERA and 196 strikeouts against 62 walks. His 4.2 WAR (per Fangraphs) ranked seventh in 

the AL, and 11th in MLB, entering Sunday's action. 

 

The late-season life on his pitches is partially the result of a mechanical adjustment, which involved improving his balance and aggressiveness 

down the mound slope in order to gain more extension. Throughout the season, Clevinger has also picked up things from the other Indians 

starters and implemented them into his own between-start routine. 
 

Back in the spring, Clevinger picked Corey Kluber's brain about his shoulder care program, which includes using a blood flow restriction device. 

During periods of heavy usage this season, Clevinger has also adopted Trevor Bauer's approach of only doing weighted-ball work the day after 

a start. 

 

Things like that have helped Clevinger close in on a 200-inning season, which has always been one of his goals. 

 

"I've always wanted that workload," Clevinger said. "I wanted to be able to stay in and go deeper and just be able to log that amount of pitches. 

It's good to see that it's finally paying off, that the recovery and strengthening process is paying off now in the later innings." 

 
Worth noting 

• Francona was thrilled with the timing of Cleveland clinching its third straight AL Central title. By completing that task on Saturday, the manager 

was able to give regulars like Francisco Lindor, Jose Ramirez, Michael Brantley, Edwin Encarnacion, Yonder Alonso, Jason Kipnis and Yan 

Gomes two days off. They were out of the lineup on Sunday, and the Tribe has a team off-day on Monday. 

 

"It's perfect," Francona said. "This is exactly how I would've drawn it up. The guys that have played pretty much every day get today and 

tomorrow. Then, we can come back and it gives us 13 games to kick it back in and get prepared for the next step." 

 

• Third baseman Josh Donaldson was in the lineup on Sunday and has been playing on an every-other-day basis since coming off the disabled 

list on Tuesday. Francona said that Donaldson should be cleared to begin playing in consecutive games following Monday's off-day.  
 

 



Indians report: Edwin Encarnacion delivers ‘impassioned’ speech ahead of clubhouse celebration 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: For the third consecutive season, the Indians celebrated a divisional title with a champagne-fueled blowout. 

But as their goals have become loftier in the past few seasons, each divisional celebration has been slightly more subdued than the previous 
one for a group that wanted to take time to enjoy it, but as one that knows this isn’t the finish line. 

Saturday’s celebration began with a speech from veteran Edwin Encarnacion. Before the champagne was popped and the beer began flowing, 
Encarnacion took the spotlight and delivered what president of baseball operations Chris Antonetti called a very impassioned speech. 

 “It was a good way to kick it off,” Antonetti said. “He said, ‘Enjoy it, this is a great accomplishment and all, but we hope to have three more.’ He 
delivered it in a really, really impassioned, motivated way.” 

Players, coaches, front office members and clubhouse workers donned shirts that read, “Defend Tribe Town.” Trevor Bauer took to his normal 
post to snipe unsuspecting people with beer, GoPro on his head as always. President of baseball operations Chris Antonetti doused Josh 
Tomlin in beer after sneaking up on him. Indians owner Paul Dolan walked out of the clubhouse soaking wet. Francisco Lindor posed for a 
photo sans a shirt and Yan Gomes jokingly yelled, “Stop flexing.” Near the end of the celebration, Jose Ramirez relaxed in his chair behind the 
tarps covering the lockers, cigar in hand. Cody Allen completed interviews while puffing on a cigar of his own. 

Many around the clubhouse echoed Encarnacion’s sentiment. The Indians have been here before. The division, although an accomplishment, 
is only the first step on a journey that, unless it ends with a much bigger celebration, will be seen as missing their mark. 

When the Indians walked off the field after Game 7 of the 2016 World Series, there was a feeling of encouragement to accompany the 
disappointment. They had accomplished something few, if any, thought they could and rode out their run as a group as far as possible. Last 
season was different, a purely disappointing and early exit that fell well short of expectations. 

“I love what Eddie said, this is kind of just the first step,” Allen said. “We have our sights set on something bigger. We’ve earned our right to play 
into October, which is not to be taken lightly. We want to play a lot of baseball.” 

“They’ve set out for one goal, just as we have as players, and I think it’s going to be something special,” Michael Brantley said, speaking about 
Indians ownership and the front office. “This is step one of step three and four, but at the same time, you’ve got to enjoy these moments and 
embrace these moments.” 

Those memories of celebrations past come as a double-edged sword. What comes next is what’s most important. The celebrations accompany 
the quieter exits that have followed the past two seasons. 

“Not that I’m not excited. I’m definitely celebrating, but it’s still that anxiety, like, ‘Hey, this isn’t over at all,’” Mike Clevinger said. “To be 
completely honest, when I first came back in after pitching, they had the crew in here setting it up. It literally made me … I don’t want to say this 
and have it taken the wrong way, everyone’s going to … but I got sick to my stomach, because the last time I saw them doing that here, we 
ended up losing that Game 7 and being sent home. 

“That’s why I was like, ‘Oh my God.’ We were preparing [for] the World Series and then that had to get ripped down and we all had to leave in 
tears and silence. That’s the one thing I think is going to motivate us even further this year, is everyone’s got that close once and then bounced 
in the first round the second time. So, I think it’s a lot, a lot of motivation behind a lot of guys that were here, and a lot of younger guys that want 
to prove themselves that came over here.” 

Cleveland Indians rest several starters, suffer 6-4 loss to Detroit Tigers 

By Joe Noga,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- One day after a division-clinching blowout victory, the Cleveland Indians lineup looked drastically different in a 6-4 loss to 
the Detroit Tigers at Progressive Field. 

Manager Terry Francona rested several starters, including American League MVP candidates Jose Ramirez and Francisco Lindor. In fact, new 
third baseman Josh Donaldson was the only Tribe regular starter in the lineup among the top six hitters in Francona's batting order. 

Yet the Indians had a chance to win late, bringing the go-ahead run to the plate in the bottom of the ninth inning after an RBI single by Adam 
Rosales cut the Tigers' lead to 2.  

Detroit's Shane Green got Rajai Davis to pop out to shortstop for his 30th save, as the Tigers took two of three games from the Indians in the 
final series of the season between the two clubs.  

Indians starting pitcher Shane Bieber (10-4, 4.50) surrendered an early run, but appeared to settle down after the first inning. He retired 10 of 
the next 12 batters he faced following Jim Adduci's RBI sacrifice fly. 

But the rookie struggled to get through the fifth inning, allowing base hits to three of the next five Tigers hitters before Adduci hit a three-run 
homer that just cleared the wall in left for a 5-3 Detroit lead. Tigers hitters were 4-for-9 against Bieber the third time through the order. 

"He was up (in the strike zone) today more than he's been," Francona said. "Even with his breaking ball. He ended up paying for it." 

Bieber would not use fatigue as an excuse for missing his locations as the game wore on. 

"I just need to focus a little bit more," he said. "You may get away with more mistakes earlier in the game than later in the game, they're 
definitely going to punish you the second or third time they've seen you. I just need to be sharper."  

Andrew Miller relieved Bieber and gave up a solo home run to Tigers outfielder Mikie Mahtook in the eighth. It was the second straight 
appearance that Miller has allowed an earned run following his return from the disabled list Sept. 10 with a pair of scoreless outings in Tampa 
Bay. 

Miller worked 1 1/3 innings and threw 18 pitches (12 strikes). Francona said the ace reliever keeps making progress every time out. 



"Up to that point it was his best velocity that we've seen," Francona said. "His breaking ball continues to be good. He just got in a 3-2 count and 
got one up too much. That's still another good step in the right direction." 

The Indians took a 3-1 lead in the fourth against Detroit starter Francisco Liriano (5-10, 4.54) behind an RBI double by Eric Haase and an RBI 
groundout by Erik Gonzalez. Hasse's hit and RBI were the first of his big-league career. 

"On a day where we're letting the guys who have grinded take a deep breath, watching him catch a full game, get his first hit, first RBI, that's 
really exciting," Francona said. "He's worked so hard behind the plate. His throwing and his transfer is so much better than we even saw in 
spring training." 

Greg Allen doubled and scored on an RBI single by Yandy Diaz to get the Indians on the board in the first. 

What it means 

Cleveland finishes the regular season 13-6 against Detroit and slips to 22-7 in its last 29 games against the Tigers. 

The pitches Liriano threw 94 pitches, 54 (57 percent) for strikes. Bieber threw 93 pitches, 69 (74 percent) for strikes. 

Thanks for coming 

The Indians and Tigers drew 24,862 fans to Progressive Field. First pitch was at 1:10 p.m. with a temperature of 83 degrees. The three-game 
weekend series drew 78,346 to the ballpark. 

Next 

The Indians are off Monday and open a three-game series against the Chicago White Sox at Progressive Field beginning Tuesday. Chicago 
lefty Carlos Rodon (6-5, 3.10) faces Tribe right Corey Kluber (18-7, 2.91) in the opener at 7:10 p.m. SportsTime Ohio, WTAM and WMMS will 
carry the game. 
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Ready for October: How does Terry Francona plan to rest regular starters down the stretch? 

By Joe Noga,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Manager Terry Francona says he will navigate the final two weeks of the regular season using a common sense 
approach when it comes to resting his regular starters ahead of the playoffs. 

Following a scheduled off day on Monday, Francona will sit players only when they need it, rather than risk removing them too much from their 
regular routines. 

"Sometimes when you're competing, if you try care for somebody, it almost doesn't work," Francona said. "You play the game the right way, 
and if we think we need to take a guy out of a game at some time, we will." 

Francona and bench coach Brad Mills put together Sunday's lineup during the sixth inning of Saturday's blowout win against Detroit knowing 
that they planned to give guys like Francisco Lindor, Jose Ramirez and Michael Brantley a break on Sunday and piggyback that on Monday's 
scheduled off day. 

Mills posted the lineup before the team celebrated its AL Central Division championship to give the backups who were going to play on Sunday 
plenty of notice. 

"Once the game's over, all hell breaks loose," Francona said. "I wanted to give Millsy time to go up and post (the lineup) so he didn't have to go 
and find everybody and guys would know before they went home." 

The timing of Monday's off day is ideal for setting up the stretch run, Francona said. 

"If I had to draw it up, this is exactly how I would have drawn it up," he said. "The guys that have played pretty much every day get (Sunday) 
and (Monday). Then we can come back and it gives us 12-13 games to kick it back in and get prepared for the next step." 
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First look: Indians postseason gear on sale at Progressive Field 

By Marc Bona,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio - It didn't take long for Indians postseason gear to land in Progressive Field. 

Cleveland clinched its third consecutive playoff appearance Saturday. Sunday morning, the team shop at Progressive Field opened with an 
array of postseason apparel in men's and women's styles. 

The familiar cry of 'Rally Together' and 'Defend Tribe Town' t-shirts and hoodies are available, along with 2018 American League Central 
Division Champions. Most of the logos incorporate the block C, though Wahoo is available on one design. Two different hats are being sold. 

Some of the shirts show a vertical image of baseball stitches running down the sleeves or as part of the logo. 

T-shirt prices start at $35, with hoodies going for $80 and $95. 

Beginning Monday, Sept. 17, the shop at the stadium on Ontario Street will open at 10 a.m. every day for the rest of the regular season, except 
for two dates: Sunday, Sept. 23, its hours are noon to 4:30 p.m. when the Indians host the Boston Red Sox in a Sunday-night ESPN game. And 
Sunday, Sept. 30, the shop will be open noon to 5 p.m. 

After Sunday, Sept. 16, the Indians have six remaining home games, from Tuesday, Sept. 18, through Sunday, Sept. 23. Then they finish with 
seven games on the road, Monday, Sept. 24 through Sunday, Sept. 30. 

The American League Division Series begins Friday, Oct. 5. 



Division clinching celebration even sweeter for newcomers yet to taste postseason with Cleveland Indians 

By Joe Noga 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- From the free agent slugger to the veteran journeyman reliever to the wide-eyed rookie starting pitcher, those newcomers 
who had not yet tasted a postseason celebration with the Cleveland Indians got their chance to soak it all in on Saturday when the club clinched 
its third straight playoff appearance. 

As the champagne flowed throughout the Tribe's clubhouse, veterans of past Indians clinching parties took turns indoctrinating players who in 
some cases had waited their entire careers to experience the moment. 

Yonder Alonso is not a total stranger to champagne celebrations. He popped corks in 2010 as a 23-year-old rookie who had joined Cincinnati 
for a cup of coffee in September. 

"That was a little different, I was at Triple-A all year," Alonso said. "This year it was from day one. I've been searching for it for seven years. It's 
one of the reasons I came here. Not only to do this now, but do this three more times." 

Alonso's long journey back to the playoffs makes moments like Saturday all the more meaningful. 

"Everybody knows how many years it's been," he said. "I've let everybody know. To be able to soak it in and really enjoy it, it's going to go down 
as one of the best moments of my career." 

Alonso, who joined the Indians in the offseason as a free agent when Carlos Santana signed with Philadelphia, collected three hits including a 
home run in Cleveland's 15-0 clinching victory against Detroit. He said it was fun to be able to accomplish the goal at Progressive Field in front 
of family and the home crowd. 

"Today was a holiday, no question about it," Alonso said. "It was exiting." 

Even more exciting is the idea of October baseball in Cleveland. That's something that Alonso has seen glimpses of, and he's confident there 
will be more success down there road. 

"We've got a good team," he said. "We've got a team that's all about determination from day one and we won't take any team lightly." 

Oliver Perez has reached the playoffs now in four consecutive seasons, once with the Astros in 2015 and the previous two with Washington. 
The journeyman reliever was a starting pitcher for the Mets when they went to the National League Championship series way back in 2006. 

But for Perez, the opportunity to head back to the postseason is one he wasn't sure he would get in 2018. He started the season at spring 
training with Cincinnati before signing a minor league deal with the Yankees. Cleveland offered him a job in early June, and his arrival helped 
steady an Indians bullpen that was teetering on the brink of disaster at the time. 

"You just keep believing because you work hard and opportunities are going to come," Perez said. "I'm just really happy to be here. You see 
how this group has been doing it for the last couple of years. To be part of this moment is amazing. We're not done yet. We understand the 
situation and we're ready for the next step." 

Count Perez among the veterans who won't be taking this playoff run for granted. He knows that chances aren't guaranteed from year to year. 

"You see guys who play a long time and they don't ever make the playoffs," he said. "You can see it last year with Carlos Beltran. He played 20 
years. You can see he was crying. This is what it's all about." 

Rookie starting pitcher Shane Bieber spent Saturday's celebration just trying to soak in the atmosphere. He started the season at Double-A 
Akron and ascended to the majors quickly. Two years ago, when he was drafted, he had no idea he would end up dripping in champagne in the 
Cleveland clubhouse. 

"I'd be lying to you if I said I expected all of this to happen," Bieber said. "You hope for it and you prepare for it, but a lot of guys will tell you 
things kind of have to align to move up through the minors and to the big leagues eventually. Fortunately I was able to be prepared for my 
opportunity when that came and took advantage of it." 

One of the organization's top pitching prospects, Bieber made his big-league debut at the end of May and has pitched his way to 11 wins and a 
4.32 ERA in 17 starts. The advice Beiber received from veterans on the pitching staff translated from the mound to the locker room festivities, 
as well. 

"Just be yourself, have fun and enjoy it," he said. "That's what I've been trying to do. Not just in my outings, but in celebrating and all that, too." 

What Bieber's role with the team will be down the stretch and into the playoffs remains uncertain, but the 23 year old's goal remains the same: 
impact the team in a positive way with each appearance. 

"Whether that's in the bullpen or starting rotation, whatever that may be, it doesn't matter to me," he said. "When I get my opportunity to go out 
there and compete, I'm going to do that." 
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Tigers 6, Indians 4: Tribe turns its attention to playoffs, gives stars a rest after clinching division title 

Steve Herrick | The Associated PressPublished on Sept. 17, 2018 | Updated 6:16 a. m. 

CLEVELAND —Terry Francona is already thinking about the postseason. 

 

The Indians manager rested several of his regulars a day after clinching the AL Central and lost to the Detroit Tigers 6-4 Sunday as Jim Adduci 

homered and drove in a career-high four runs. 

 

Cleveland rolled to a 15-0 win Saturday and celebrated its third straight division championship following the game. Francisco Lindor, Jose 

Ramirez and Michael Brantley — three of Cleveland’s All-Stars — were among the regulars given the day off by their manager. 



 

Losing Sunday certainly wasn’t part of Francona’s plan, but since the Indians don’t play today, he saw an opportunity to give his regulars a 

couple of days to regroup. 

 

Cleveland opens a three-game series Tuesday against the Chicago White Sox. 
 

“The guys who have played pretty much every day get today and tomorrow,” Francona said. 

 

“Then we can come back and it gives us 13 games to kick it back in and get prepared for the next step.” 

 

The Indians are hoping Josh Donaldson to play a key role in that next step. Donaldson, acquired from Toronto on July 31, started at third base 

and was 0-for-4 with two strikeouts. The 2015 AL MVP is batting .154 (2-for-13) in four games with the Indians. 

 

Reliever Andrew Miller will also be counted on in October. He pitched a scoreless seventh but gave up a solo home run to Mikie Mahtook in the 

eighth. Miller has been on the disabled list three times this season with hamstring, knee and shoulder injuries. 
 

“Like you hope, keep taking steps in the right direction,” Francona said. “Up to that point (the home run) it was his best velocity that we’ve seen. 

Breaking ball continues to be good. He got in a 3-2 count and got one up too much.” 

 

Cleveland rookie Shane Bieber (10-4) took a 3-1 lead into the fifth, but the Tigers scored four times and bounced back from Saturday’s loss in 

which they had only two hits and committed four errors. 

 

“We needed that,” Tigers manager Ron Gardenhire said. “They came back out like they have all summer long, just ready to play. They weren’t 

down or anything like that. It was a nice ballgame.” 

 
Francisco Liriano (5-10) allowed three runs in seven innings for the Tigers, who won two of three in the series after losing 10 straight at 

Progressive Field dating to last season. 

 

Adduci capped the fifth-inning rally with his third home run of the season, a three-run drive that cleared the 19-foot wall in left field. He also had 

a sacrifice fly, but wasn’t aware he had a career day. 

 

“I didn’t even know that,” he said with a laugh. “It would be great to have them more often. Today was great.” 

 

Tigers closer Shane Greene allowed a run in the ninth, but recorded his 30th save. Brandon Guyer and Brandon Barnes started the inning with 

singles and Adam Rosales had an RBI single with two outs before Rajai Davis popped up to end the game. 
 

Both teams scored in the first. Adduci gave Detroit the lead with a sacrifice fly, and Yandy Diaz tied it with an RBI single. 

 

Cleveland broke the tie in the fourth. Rookie catcher Eric Haase had an RBI single for his first major league hit and Erik Gonzalez drove in a run 

with a grounder. 

 

Victor sits 

 

Tigers DH Victor Martinez didn’t play in his final game at Progressive Field. He plans to retire following the season, ending an 18-year career 

that began with Cleveland in 2002. 
 

The Indians honored Martinez during a pregame ceremony Saturday that caused him to break down in tears. 

 

Getting checked 

Tigers pitcher Michael Fulmer will have an MRI on his right knee today in Detroit. He allowed home runs to Lindor and Brantley in the first 

inning Saturday and was removed after five pitches. Fulmer tweaked the knee trying to field Lindor’s bunt attempt. 

 

The right-hander underwent ulnar nerve transposition surgery in September and also missed six weeks this season with a strained left oblique. 

Fulmer hasn’t won since June 14. 

 
“It’s just been a frustrating year,” he said. “In my last two starts we got back to my old mechanics and reading swings from hitters and I felt really 

good about it.” 

 

Trainer’s room 

TIGERS: Outfielder JaCoby Jones (sore right shoulder) was out of the lineup. He was removed in the fourth inning Saturday after crashing into 

the wall chasing a flyball and then attempting a diving catch. 

INDIANS: DH Edwin Encarnacion rolled his right ankle rounding second base Saturday, but the injury isn’t believed to be serious. 

 

Up next 

TIGERS: Right-handed pitcher Jordan Zimmermann (7-7, 4.17 ERA) will start against Minnesota in the opener of a three-game series tonight at 
Comerica Park. 

INDIANS: Cleveland is off today. Right-haner Corey Kluber (18-7, 2.91 ERA) will continue his pursuit of a second straight AL Cy Young Award 

against the Chicago White Sox on Tuesday night. Left-hander Carlos Rodon (6-5, 3.10 ERA) will start for Chicago.  


