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• The Athletic, Cub o’ coffee: Could the Cubs follow the Cardinals’ blueprint and win another title 

this fall? 
https://theathletic.com/529405/2018/09/17/cub-o-coffee-could-the-cubs-follow-the-cardinals-
blueprint-and-win-another-title-this-fall/ 
 

• The Athletic, 10 thoughts on the Cubs as they head on their final road trip of the regular season 
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• Cubs.com, Contreras' lack of hustle on double irks Cubs 
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• NBC Sports Chicago, Joe Maddon calls Willson Contreras' lack of hustle 'horrible' 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/joe-maddon-calls-willson-contreras-lack-hustle-horrible-
reds-wrigley-field 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Cubs call for action after controversial foul ball 
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The Athletic 
Cub o’ coffee: Could the Cubs follow the Cardinals’ blueprint and win another title this fall? 
By Andy Dolan 
 
This is fine. 
 
The Cubs’ recent struggles — you know the ones where they can’t get a hit and where their bullpen is so 
taxed that Jaime García and Jorge de la Rosa are asked to get big outs at the end of games — it’s all fine. 
 
I’m not going to say it’s all part of some master plan, because nobody is dumb enough to come with a 
plan like this. But I am here to tell you this will all work out. 
 
How do I know this? Because I’ve seen it all before. 
 
Twice. 
 
You probably remember that the St. Louis Cardinals used to be good. In fact, from 2000 until the Cubs 
unceremoniously booted them out of the 2015 NLDS, they were nearly always contending for pennants. 
 
They made the playoffs 12 times in those 16 seasons, and they had some really good teams. They won 
100 games three times. They won 95 or more three other times. 
 
And they won two World Series, but not with any of those really good teams. 
 
Both times the Cardinals won the World Series it was with teams that spent important parts of those 
seasons leaking oil. 
 
The 2006 Cardinals only won 83 games, lost 10 of their final 14 and nearly blew a 7 1/2-game lead with 
12 games to go. They lost their closer (such that he was) Jason Isringhausen on Sept. 6 and ended up 
going with rookie Adam Wainwright in the playoffs. 
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The 2011 Cardinals won only 90 games and had to settle for a wild card, and probably only escaped that 
game because of the worst misinterpretation of the infield fly rule of all-time. 
 
The Cubs have made no secret of their desire to keep the window of contention open for as long as 
possible. This is only Year Four, but it seems like as good a time as ever to be the good team that 
staggers into the playoffs, then gets their shit together and wins it. 
 
The 2005 White Sox also endured a 4-10 stretch in September and almost blew a division lead that was a 
big as 15 games at one point. Then, they surged at the end of the regular season and lost only one 
playoff game. 
 
The 2000 New York Yankees went 3-15 in their last 18 games, and entered the playoffs with only 87 wins 
and on a seven-game losing streak. They beat the pre-Moneyball A’s in a five game ALDS and went on to 
win the World Series. 
 
This year’s edition of the Cubs seemed to have put it all together just before Labor Day. They took two 
of three from the Phillies to go 26 games over .500 and push their division lead to five games. 
 
But since then they’ve played the Brewers six times and only won twice. They spent four days in D.C. 
watching it rain, then had to go back to D.C. where they won a make-up game they really didn’t want to 
play. In that game they lost their replacement closer, Pedro Strop, for the rest of the regular season 
when injured himself doing the thing that pitchers do more than all other players: running. 
 
The final game of that Phillies series was 15 days ago, and the Cubs haven’t won a game by more than 
three runs since then. They scored six runs in back-to-back wins over the Brewers and Nationals on Sept. 
5-6 and those were the last times they scored more than four runs in a game. 
 
Despite all of this, they have a three-game lead in the loss column over Milwaukee with 13 games to 
play. After the Cubs return from Arizona early Thursday morning they won’t play another regular season 
game outside of the Chicago city limits. 
 
It would improve all of our moods if the Cubs started playing well before the season ends. They also 
should try really hard to not end up in the wild card game or, even worse, end up tied with the Brewers 
for the division lead at the end of the season. If that happens, the Cubs and Brewers need to play an 
extra game at Wrigley Field to determine which one of them is the division champion and which one is a 
wild card team. 
 
The possibility of that game is probably the reason Major League Baseball refused to let the Cubs and 
Nationals punt that make-up game to the day after the regular season, if needed. Say the Cubs had 
finished a half-game ahead or behind Milwaukee. They’d have had to make-up the Nationals game on 
October 1, and if the result of that game left them tied with the Brewers that would have necessitated a 
game on October 2, which is supposed to be the day of the NL wild card game. 
 
But, if the Cubs continue to struggle and limp into the playoffs (we’re not even going to entertain the 
morbid thought of them playing so poorly that they miss the playoffs altogether), nobody is going to feel 
sorry for them. It’s hard to get sympathy as plucky little underdogs when you roll out a roster for the 
playoffs with Kris Bryant, Javier Báez, Anthony Rizzo, Daniel Murphy, Ben Zobrist, Cole Hamels, Jon 
Lester, Kyle Hendricks and José Quintana. 
 



 
That’s the kind of team that can struggle for a long stretch and then put it all together for a month and 
win the whole thing. We know, because we’ve seen it happen before. 
 
At some point in what they hope will be a long run of competence, the Cubs are going to do just that. 
Whenever that happens it’s going to feel really unlikely. You know, like it does right now. 
 
For the most part, the Cubs have done away with the in-game interviews of celebrity seventh-inning 
stretch singers with a few notable exceptions. Bob Odenkirk is always a treat while Jeff Garlin amuses 
himself and Len Kasper. The standards have gone up so much that Tom Dreesen doesn’t even rate an 
interview anymore, which I’m sure disappoints all six people who saw his Las Vegas lounge act in the 
1960s and are still alive. 
 
Last week, comedian/actor Kevin Hart sang the stretch for a game against the Brewers. There he was, 
sitting in the booth during the top of the seventh talking and talking and talking. The Brewers were 
rallying and he was talking and talking and talking. He was joking about how he threw his first pitch “273 
miles an hour,” and Len made the mistake of asking him about his new movie just before a pitch and 
Hart launched into a well-practiced three-minute synopsis of his new movie while important things were 
happening on the field. It was a stark reminder that these interviews almost always suck, and of how 
much we do not miss them. But it wasn’t even the worst part. 
 
When Jesse Chavez managed to escape the Brewers’ rally without allowing a run, it was time for Hart to 
sing. And he did. 
 
Straight to the camera in the booth. I’ve never seen that before. There were 40,234 live people right 
outside the window, and Hart made a business decision to sing to the hundreds of thousands sitting at 
home, most of whom had either changed the channel for a minute or left their chairs to get another 
beer to make the end of the game more tolerable. 
 
Hart’s performance wasn’t up there with Jeff Gordon saying “Wrigley Stadium,” Ozzy Osborne 
mumbling, Mike Ditka screaming at 78 rpm or Kellie Pickler’s stream of consciousness interview after 
she said “popcorn” instead of “peanuts” then admitted to Len and Bob Brenly that she nearly said Apple 
Jacks instead of Cracker Jacks, then asked if Apple Jacks was a cereal and if they sold milk at Wrigley 
Field.  But Hart was bad, and this practice needs to now stop completely. 
 
Murphy came to the Cubs with a well-earned reputation as a Cubs killer, which included both his 
dominance against them in the regular season, in the postseason and especially at Wrigley Field. He 
singled in the seventh on Sunday to make him two for his last 23, and was thrown out trying to stretch it 
into a double. Once a Cubs killer, always a Cubs killer. 
 
The loss of Strop won’t necessarily be felt in the ninth inning. He had done a great job as the de facto 
closer during the absence of Brandon Morrow, but the Cubs have guys with experience getting the last 
three outs. Steve Cishek picked up his 125th career save Saturday. Justin Wilson was the Tigers’ closer 
last year before the Cubs traded for him. Randy Rosario and de la Rosa now have a save each. OK, let’s 
not really include them. 
 
Morrow will be back this week, though nobody has any idea how much he has to give. Then there’s the 
curious case of Carl Edwards Jr. Joe Maddon has been hell bent on getting him straightened out, but I’d 
settle for him at least remembering when there’s a runner on third base. 
 
But where Strop’s absence will be felt is that it expands the roles of guys who might not be up to it. 
Chavez has been used to get more than three outs several times, but if he’s needed as a safety net at 



 
the end of the game, he’s not there to get big outs in the sixth or seventh. If Wilson is going to close 
then it means bigger outs for Rosario, de la Rosa or Garcia to get. 
 
It’s not getting the last three outs that should concern them. It’s getting to the last three outs with an 
actual lead. 
 
I’m enjoying the exploits of Terrance Gore Pinch-Runner, but I’d enjoy them more if the Cubs would ever 
get their first runner of any inning on base with less than two outs. 
 
Rizzo tried to lighten the mood during the whirlwind 24-hour trip to Washington by wearing his 
complete road uniform on the plane, and not bringing a change of clothes, so he had to wear it—game 
used—on the way back. I sincerely hope that at least one flight attendant took the opportunity to yell at 
Rizzo, “Get these motherfucking spikes off this motherfucking plane!” 
 
The week ahead includes three in the desert against the Diamondbacks who are clinging desperately to 
the far edge of the playoff race. Then, on Thursday, it’s a bona fide off-day. I’m sure the Cubs will spend 
it doing laundry, binging season two of “American Vandal” and getting eight hours of quality sleep. 
Then, it’s three games on the South Side and bidding adieu to Hawk Harrelson. Hawk is relishing making 
Cubs’ fans listen to him call the games. He does know that Len and JD are just on another channel, right? 
 
My sincere hope is that the Cubs clinch a playoff spot Sunday forcing him to drop the cornpone shtick 
and just sit silently and seethe for like 10 minutes while the Cubs celebrate on the field. Then, he gone. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
10 thoughts on the Cubs as they head on their final road trip of the regular season 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
The Cubs entered play last Monday just three games up on the Milwaukee Brewers. Despite losing two 
of three to Milwaukee before scoring just nine runs in the remaining four games this week, the Cubs 
come into this Monday having lost just a half-game on their division lead. 
 
What the Cubs are currently, and what they’ve been all season long, is difficult to process. And what 
they’ll be over the final two weeks of the season is impossible to predict. That they’ve played in such a 
fashion and still remain in first — with the best record in the National League to boot — is even more 
difficult to comprehend. 
 
But this is where we sit with 13 games — and one desperately needed off day — remaining. The Cubs 
are 87-62 after Sunday’s 2-1 loss and remarkably were a swing away from being a season-high 27 games 
over .500 heading into this next week of play. 
 
Let’s look at where they sit currently, what’s working, what’s not and how it could all play out going 
forward. 
 
1. The ugliest part of Sunday’s loss was Willson Contreras not hustling out of the box in what turned out 
to be a deep double. Most everyone thought the ball was a two-run shot to tie the game. Instead, it hit 
off the top of the ivy, ricocheted to center fielder Billy Hamilton, and Contreras, who was admiring the 
shot from the get-go, had to hustle to get to second and was lucky shortstop José Peraza had his back to 
him and didn’t realize he could have had an easy out at second. 
 



 
“Horrible,” manager Joe Maddon, in a rare moment of publicly criticizing one of his players. “I didn’t like 
that at all. Not at all. And that will be addressed. The whole team didn’t like that.” 
 
To his credit, Contreras waited for the media by his locker after the game and addressed the issue head-
on. 
 
“What I did was not good for baseball,” Contreras said. “A lotta people were watching. They’re being 
really hard on me because at first I thought it was gone and I kinda walked and then I started running 
hard. 
 
“I’m embarrassed about myself. I’ve apologized to the pitcher and the whole team. I think that’s the 
right thing to do.” 
 
I have zero problem with a player admiring a homer. And I don’t mind if they think a ball is gone and 
watch it for a moment. It happens. I get others disagree and want 100 percent hustle at all times. For 
me, I find entertainment value in moments when hitters bat-flip or watch a homer. However, while 
Contreras was fine to watch it for a moment, I think there comes a point when it should hit him how 
hard the wind is blowing and he should see the defender trying to chase it down. At that point, he 
should at least start moving a bit quicker. Contreras didn’t run until he saw the ball hit off the vines and 
he nearly paid the price. 
 
Maddon addressed it, Contreras owned it and while we’ve seen plenty of players have moments like 
that before, hopefully the young catcher can avoid such instances again in the future. 
 
2. As far as the baseball aspect of that hit, it’s been a while since Contreras stung a ball like that. 
 
“I’ve been working so hard on my swing,” he said. “I just know for a few months I wasn’t having my 
swing at all. I’m trying to keep working on my swing and it’s been getting better. It’s all about 
adjustments.” 
 
That was just Contreras’ fifth extra-base hit since he went 3-for-4 with a home run, a double and a walk 
on Aug 1. A few more feet and it would have been his first homer since that day as well. He entered 
Sunday with a .523 OPS in his previous 34 games. 
 
It’s hardly a surprise that as his hard contact goes, so goes his offense. It’s a perplexing situation 
considering where Contreras was just a year ago. Looking at his numbers from last season, he’s walking 
at a very similar rate, his strikeout rate has actually dropped by a percentage point, his OBP is nearly 
identical, but his ISO has dropped 80 points. A 108 wRC+ from a solid defensive catcher (I’d like to see 
him improve his framing, and sometimes his blocking/receiving gets inconsistent, but he’s got a cannon 
and calls a good game) is actually quite good. Perhaps expectations were too high. But the reality is, he 
set them with his previous performance and he and others surely believe he can get there again. 
 
3. Jason Heyward was activated and available to pinch-hit and as a potential defensive replacement 
Sunday. The case should be the same on Monday as he’ll likely be held out of the starting lineup with 
lefty Patrick Corbin on the mound for the Arizona Diamondbacks. Maddon likened the situation to how 
they eased Addison Russell back into things after he returned from the disabled list. 
 
What really struck me was how much Maddon believes Heyward can help the offense. 
 
“You realize how important he’s been by his absence,” Maddon said. “He’s had a great year, really 
ascended from last year. I don’t base everything off batting average. He’s just a really good baseball 



 
player. He’s been working good at-bats all year. He really provides that anchor among the group when 
we’re on the field. And his defense is among the best still.” 
 
This season, Heyward has certainly been better than we’ve ever seen him in a Cubs uniform. A 101 
wRC+ isn’t really tearing the cover off the ball, but he does put together a quality at-bat. He takes walks, 
barely strikes out, runs the bases brilliantly and has as good of a glove as you’ll see. 
 
I also can’t help but think about his run after he returned from a concussion earlier this year. For 36 
games, he was as good as any player on this Cubs team. He posted an .885 OPS and flat-out won some 
games for the Cubs with his play at the plate — which included a walk-off grand slam against the Phillies, 
such a fascinatingly unexpected moment. If he could find a stretch like that over the final two weeks and 
into October, he’ll be the type of game-changer the Cubs are searching for right now. 
 
4. I’m not sure if I truly believe that’ll happen, but my overall point is that the Cubs need as many 
options for a potential hot bat as they can get. They’ve been hit on offense by a combination of injuries 
and slumps. The more players Maddon can play matchups with to try to get them going, the better 
chances he has to find that clicking offensive player. And it doesn’t hurt that it’s more players to give 
others a rest during this insane stretch of dressing for 30 games in 30 days. 
 
“Mentally for sure,” Kris Bryant said when asked if this stretch takes more of a toll physically or 
mentally. “You can definitely get through any physical pain or discomfort or fatigue. But mentally, it’s 
kinda tough to wake up and come to the field for 30 straight days knowing there’s a chance you’re 
gonna play a game. It’s tough.” 
 
Bryant is probably the least worn out of the group, having just returned from injury on Sept 1. Before an 
0-for-6 stretch on Friday and Saturday, the former MVP seemed to be finding a rhythm. He had an .841 
OPS since returning and had four doubles over the span of five games from Saturday to Thursday. And 
he’d been legitimately hitting the ball hard (he has six balls hit above 100 mph since he’s returned from 
the disabled list and four of them have come over the past six games), something you can’t say for many 
of the Cubs currently, outside of Victor Caratini. 
 
Bryant’s hard single on Sunday certainly helped cleanse the palate after Saturday’s four-strikeout 
performance against a struggling lefty. 
 
“He’s fouling his pitch off,” Maddon said when asked about what he thought about Bryant since his 
return. “The pitch that he can really drive, he’s just under it a little bit and it’s going straight back. 
Otherwise he’s had some decent at-bats.” 
 
You could probably say that about a few Cubs. But only a handful can truly carry this offense when red 
hot. If Bryant can just connect on a few long balls, that could really change the direction of this offense 
quickly. 
 
5. Maddon said Kyle Schwarber won’t travel to Phoenix with his back still nagging him a bit and a pair of 
lefties going on Monday and Wednesday for the Diamondbacks. No reason to put him on a plane and 
set him back just as he’s starting to feel better. 
 
“Really, big picture, coming back, we should see a lot of righties and make sure he’s well,” Maddon said. 
“DH games are coming up. If he’s able to play defense, it gives us other options DH-wise. I had a great 
talk with him and he understood. It’s totally against his nature to concede to this, but he understood.” 
 



 
Schwarber’s potential return goes back to my point of just having more players with a chance to get hot. 
The way the offense is playing right now, it doesn’t matter that Schwarber wasn’t killing the ball before 
he went down. He’s had four hits in 18 September plate appearance, but three were for extra bases. The 
Cubs would kill for that kind of power right now, occasional as it may be. 
 
But his imminent return does get me thinking about what a lineup could look like with a designated 
hitter this weekend. Maddon’s point is that if Schwarber is healthy, he isn’t enough of a defensive 
liability to just assume he’s their DH. They could go with Daniel Murphy at DH and lock down the infield 
defense with Addison Russell and Javier Báez up the middle while Ben Zobrist plays in right field and 
Heyward in center. Or sit Russell, play Báez at short, get Ian Happ or Albert Almora Jr. in center and shift 
Heyward to right and Zobrist to second. Get Caratini’s hot bat in there in different ways. Maddon will 
have plenty of options. He’s surely hoping he can finally find a mix that leads to a hot stretch of play. 
 
“Obviously you want to go out there and score a ton of runs,” Bryant said. “But our pitchers picked it up 
when we needed them. Offense is peaks and valleys and you just ride it out. You just gotta ride it out 
and hope the next game’s the one where we explode.” 
 
6. I’m not one to harp on lineups because I think it makes a minimal difference as long as the best 
players are near the top and end up getting the most at-bats. However, I can’t help but think that 
moving Zobrist to the leadoff spot makes the most sense. He puts together the best at-bats, he gets on 
base and hits for average, and would really set a nice tone for the rest of the team. 
 
Follow him up with Bryant, Rizzo, Báez and then Murphy as your top five. Figure it out the rest of the 
way with who is going hot after that. Murphy has never walked much and right now just isn’t doing 
anything to justify being at the top. Maddon clearly tried to shake things up by going Rizzo, Almora and 
then Rizzo again in the leadoff spot over the weekend’s series, but I’d still like to see Zobrist up there. 
 
Maddon likes to use Zobrist to “protect” Rizzo. I understand his reasoning, but I also think Báez and 
Murphy — when he’s going right — can do the same. Murphy had a .918 OPS with four homers and 
three doubles in his first 13 games with the Cubs. Since then, he’s put up a dreadful .335 OPS in 34 plate 
appearances. And he’s even striking out much more than ever before, with 17 whiffs in his last 79 plate 
appearances. 
 
That’s pretty shocking, considering his 11.9 percent career strikeout rate. He had a single Sunday and 
struck a hard liner to left, the first time I can really recall him not meekly popping up or grounding out 
during this rough stretch. He had a day off Saturday, so perhaps that will lead to him finding his stroke 
again. The Cubs would certainly love for him to provide another spark in the final couple weeks. 
 
7. In the three games Maddon has managed since Pedro Strop went down, he’s gotten 8 1/3 shutout 
frames from Dillon Maples, Jaime García, Jorge De La Rosa, Justin Wilson, Jesse Chavez, Randy Rosario, 
Steve Cishek and Carl Edwards, Jr. A lot of that would confuse anyone who hasn’t been paying attention 
over the past few months. 
 
“How about the pitching? Outstanding,” Maddon said after Sunday’s loss. “Maples doing what he did 
tonight. What does that do for him hopefully now and in the future? And then García. Really providing 
some veteran pitching out there. So a lot of good things going on out there.” 
 
Maddon mentioned earlier in the week that he actually liked some things García did in his start in 
Washington that lasted just 1/3 of an inning. He pointed out that he got a little squeezed on some 
pitches and had a tough ball on the ground get past Anthony Rizzo at first. But he saw some positives. 
García has proven him prophetic since. 



 
 
Maples has always had great stuff, and while it might be too late for him to really go on a run in which 
he forces himself into October chatter, he’s retired the last four batters he’s faced, all in big situations. I 
don’t know if this type of performance from the depleted bullpen lasts, but Brandon Morrow is days 
away from coming back and being able to be used occasionally and perhaps these brief moments of 
success from various relievers will lead to at least one of them becoming genuinely reliable over the final 
two weeks. 
 
8. I wrote about the starting pitching after Saturday’s win and José Quintana went out and threw five 
innings, striking out seven and walking three while allowing just two runs. He didn’t have his best stuff 
and gave up two solo homers, but he did enough to give his team a chance to win. With 15 swings and 
misses over 98 pitches — a few of the eight hits he gave up were of the bloop variety — I think you’ll 
take that result. That’s now a 2.10 ERA over his past six starts. Jon Lester is at a 1.73 ERA over his last six. 
Kyle Hendricks has a 3.10 ERA over his last 13 starts. And in nine starts with the Cubs, Cole Hamels has a 
1.57 ERA. 
 
That’s the Cubs’ playoff rotation and it’s the reason they’re not sitting in second place right now. This 
team has looked off for numerous portions of the season. But you could say that about every other 
team in the NL. They’ll head to Arizona to play a Diamondbacks team that has a bullpen in as much 
disarray as the Cubs’ and a rotation that just lost Clay Buchholz and his 2.01 ERA for the season. They’re 
not a great matchup for this team (which means the Cubs certainly would like to help stamp out their 
playoff chances over these next three days), but they’re already scuffling mightily, with just seven wins 
in their last 23 games. There’s a reason the Cubs still have the best record in the NL. 
 
9. But things need to change, especially on offense, for this team to secure the division and to make a 
real run in the postseason. It’s hard not to look at the offense and be concerned. At 4.68, they’ve 
dropped to fifth in the NL in runs per game, behind the Dodgers, Braves, Rockies and Nationals. Before 
the All-Star break, the Cubs had averaged 5.12 runs per game. In the 56 games since, they’re at a tick 
below four runs per game. With the talent they have, it’s all pretty shocking to see unfold. 
 
And yet, here they are, in first place and with a chance for a few hot bats to carry them to October. I 
spoke to a scout who sat on the Cubs for the past week prior to Sunday’s loss. He said stretches like this 
for talented clubs can be character-building. They’re not playing their best baseball, yet here they are 
still winning games. And sometimes that’s all you need. It’s the mark of a strong ball club. 
 
Bryant kind of echoed those thoughts after Sunday’s loss. 
 
“It’s just a win or a loss,” Bryant said. “It doesn’t really matter how you do it. Obviously you want more 
wins than losses. We don’t put too much thought into how it happens.” 
 
Putting too much thought into it is my job. Outside of the 10-2 stretch when Murphy first arrived and 
they won games started by Noah Syndergaard, Jacob deGrom, Mike Foltynewicz and Aaron Nola, I’ve 
largely felt like this team hasn’t looked as good as its won-loss record for much of the season. There are 
dozens of numbers to look at and injuries to point to to suggest that this way of winning just isn’t 
sustainable, especially in October. But I also wouldn’t dismiss this group out of hand. 
 
The Cubs have been or will be without Bryant, Heyward, Morrow, Russell, Strop, Schwarber and Yu 
Darvish for decent chunks of the year and somehow managed to fill in those holes in various ways. Like 
that scout asked me, do I really think all these guys won’t hit the rest of the way? Rizzo asked us that in 
Detroit a month ago and then they went on that 10-2 run while averaging 5.83 runs. Another of those 
surely would help. 



 
 
10. I’ve learned to avoid the roller coaster, but this year it’s been especially difficult to do so. As recently 
as Thursday I was thinking this team was destined for second place with the loss of Strop being too 
much to overcome. On Friday, Hamels, who is proving to be quite the understated troll after claiming 
the Cubs and Brewers don’t really have a rivalry, suggested the Brewers just might never lose again. 
 
“The Brewers are tough,” he said. “They’re a very, very hot team right now. They’ve got tremendous 
talent there. You can’t really look at what they’re gonna do. They’re probably going to win all their 
games.” 
 
At the time, I focused on that last sentence. But when I listened again, it’s clear he was suggesting that’s 
just the thought process the Cubs have to keep. 
 
“I think that’s the mentality is that you have to keep,” Hamels said. “They’re going to win their games 
and we have to just take care of ourselves and just worry about the scoreboard that we have. Once 
you’re able to do that, I think it just really allows you to be in the driver’s seat and take control of our 
destiny. Not really look at somebody else to try and change that or direct us. It’s really all about us and 
what we have to do day in and day out.” 
 
The Cubs need to take care of business. The rest is just noise. Of course, since Hamels said that, the 
Brewers are 0-2. So maybe he really just is a master troll playing perfect head games. 
 
If there’s any place the Cubs have the advantage here, it’s that they have the experience of being in 
difficult, high-pressure situations. These players, especially the offense, aren’t performing up to their 
capabilities on a consistent basis of late. But every time I want to write them off for October, I think of 
what means the most during that time: pitching, defense and experience. The Cubs have all of that 
clicking at the moment. 
 
If roles were reversed and the pitching was performing the way the offense has been, it’d be easy to 
count this team out. But as Bryant said, offense can come and go with the snap of your fingers. If the 
Cubs can get a few bats on a heater, perhaps they can ride them to October and then make what’s 
become their annual run in the postseason. They have the talent to do so. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs miss on sweep of Reds, stay 2 1/2 up 
By Matthew Martell 
 
CHICAGO -- Day 27 unfolded like many of the others for the Cubs during their stretch of 30 straight 
scheduled games. Once again, Cubs pitchers performed well enough to keep them in the game. It was 
the lack of run support that ultimately decided their 2-1 loss to the Reds on Sunday at Wrigley Field. 
 
"We've got to do better than one run, somehow," manager Joe Maddon said. "Under the circumstances 
[of] the three games [this series], we're fortunate to win two. We really are. We scored five runs in three 
games and won two." 
 
The Cubs missed a chance a three-game sweep in a series in which every outcome was decided by one 
run, but they remained 2 1/2 games up in the National League Central with 13 games left to play after 
the second-place Brewers lost to the Pirates. 
 



 
Left-hander Jose Quintana made two mistakes against the leadoff hitter in the first and fourth innings. 
Scott Schebler hammered a first-pitch home run on a 92.8-mph fastball that was left up. Phillip Ervin 
launched a similar pitch for a homer on a 3-2 count to put the Reds up, 2-0. 
 
Willson Contreras crushed a pinch-hit double off the center-field wall to give the Cubs two runners in 
scoring position with one out in the fifth. Addison Russell had to hold up in case Billy Hamilton caught 
Contreras' shot and could only advance to third. Next batter Albert Almora Jr. drove Russell home with a 
sacrifice fly to put the Cubs on the board. 
 
Inconsequential shortcomings are often scrutinized more when a team loses, and the way Contreras 
initially watched and jogged after connecting with his double was no exception. The outcome of the play 
wouldn't have changed had Contreras busted it out of the box, because Russell had to stop at third, but 
it ended up being a much closer play at second than it should have been. 
 
"Horrible. I didn't like that at all," Maddon said. "That will be addressed. The whole team didn't like 
that." 
 
"What I did was not good for baseball," Contreras said. "I'm embarrassed with myself." 
 
The Cubs remained quiet against Reds starter Luis Castillo until there were two outs in the seventh. Kris 
Bryant pinch-hit for Jaime Garcia -- who relieved Quintana after five innings -- and lined a single to right 
field. 
 
Almora then singled to center, and as has been the case a number of times this season, the Reds called 
on lefty Amir Garrett to face Anthony Rizzo. Garrett did his job, striking out Rizzo swinging to end the 
threat. Rizzo is now 2-for-10 with four strikeouts vs. Garrett in his career, and 1-for-6 in 2018. 
 
"Castillo just had a great game and I can't let those runs score," Garrett said. "With me being a lefty and 
him being a lefty, it's always going to be intense. Sometimes he's going to get me. Sometimes I'm going 
to get him. I guess we're just going to keep battling." 
 
MOMENT THAT MATTERED 
With runners on the corners and two outs in the fourth, Victor Caratini hit a ground ball down the first-
base line and past a diving Joey Votto before it clanked off first-base umpire Hunter Wendelstedt. 
Immediately, Wendelstedt signaled foul ball, though replays appeared to show the ball bouncing in play 
and crossing over the bag. The play, which would have driven in the Cubs' first run, was non-reviewable 
because it was ruled foul in the infield. 
 
"That is a perfect example of what our game looks like without instant replay," Maddon said. "That was 
a big play, but we need to score more than one run." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Obviously you want to go out there and score a ton of runs, but our pitchers picked it up when we 
needed them. Offense is peaks and valleys and you just ride it out. They're have been plenty of good 
times this year when the offense has been great and plenty of bad times where it wasn't. You've just got 
to ride it out and hope the next game is the one where we kind of explode." -- Bryant, on the Cubs' 
offensive struggles 
 
UP NEXT 
Right-hander Kyle Hendricks goes for the Cubs on Monday as they travel to Arizona for the final three 
contests in a stretch of 30 straight days of scheduled games. Starting pitching has been the Cubs' most 



 
consistent phase of the game recently, and Hendricks has been no exception. He has a 1.80 ERA over his 
last five starts. Lefty Patrick Corbin starts for Arizona, with first pitch set for 8:40 p.m. CT at Chase Field. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Heyward activated off DL, will be eased back 
By Matthew Martell 
 
CHICAGO -- The Cubs activated Jason Heyward from the disabled list prior their game Sunday against the 
Reds at Wrigley Field. 
 
Heyward was not in the starting lineup, though manager Joe Maddon said the veteran right fielder was 
available off the bench. 
 
"He's good to go," Maddon said. "[We're] still being cautious, but he's good to go." 
 
The Cubs plan on easing Heyward back from his DL stint for a right hamstring strain, similar to how they 
handled Addison Russell when he came off the disabled list at the start of September. Russell returned 
as a defensive replacement and late-innings substitute for a few games before starting at shortstop. 
 
Maddon said the lefty-swinging Heyward will also be out of the lineup Monday night at Arizona with the 
D-backs starting left-hander Patrick Corbin. Once again, Heyward will be available to pinch-hit and play 
defense later in the game. As long as nothing goes wrong in his return, Heyward should be back in the 
Cubs' lineup soon. 
 
Heyward, 29, already has made an immediate impact on the Cubs upon his return from the DL this 
season. After missing time in May with a concussion, Heyward came off the DL and batted .336 with an 
.885 OPS in 36 games from May 18 through June. 
 
"You realize how important he's been by his absence," Maddon said. "And now he's rested. In perverse 
ways, sometimes these things actually work in your favor." 
 
Starters emerging late in season 
Starting pitching had been among the Cubs' biggest questions through the first four months of the 
season, with Yu Darvish's injuries, Tyler Chatwood's lack of command and Jose Quintana's inconsistency. 
 
Then came the deal for Cole Hamels, who immediately became the Cubs' most reliable starter. 
 
"We were just five [innings] or less with a lot of guys," Maddon said. "Of course, Cole getting here has 
kind of righted the ship. What he's done has kind of inspired the rest of the group." 
 
Jon Lester is pitching as well as he had during the first half of the season after a five-start midseason 
funk. And Quintana is one of the hottest pitchers in baseball -- 3-0 with a 1.84 ERA in his five outings 
before his start Sunday vs. the Reds. 
 
The success of the starters could hardly come at a more optimal time for the Cubs, with their bullpen 
somewhat gassed and their two closers this season, Brandon Morrow and his replacement, Pedro Strop, 
on the disabled list. 
 



 
"As they're able to continue to do this," Maddon said, "then this bullpen can catch the breath that they 
need right now." 
 
Worth noting 
• Kyle Schwarber will not travel to Arizona for the Cubs' three-game series with the D-backs. Arizona has 
two left-handed pitchers scheduled to start in the series, and Maddon said it made more sense to give 
Schwarber a few more days before getting back in the lineup. There's a good chance he could return as 
the designated hitter for the Cubs' weekend series against the White Sox on the South Side. 
 
• Tommy La Stella was scratched from the lineup due to lower back tightness. He is considered day to 
day. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Contreras' lack of hustle on double irks Cubs 
By Do-Hyoung Park 
 
When a hitter takes some time to admire his shot after a particularly impressive swing, it's not 
uncommon for it to ruffle feathers in the opponents' dugout. 
 
But in the Cubs' 2-1 loss to the Reds on Sunday afternoon, when Willson Contreras turned what should 
have been a stand-up double into a close play at second due to a lack of hustle out of the batter's box, 
the annoyance was reportedly widespread among his own teammates. 
 
"Horrible. I didn't like that at all," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "That will be addressed. The whole 
team didn't like that." 
 
With the Cubs trailing, 2-0, in the fifth inning and Addison Russell at first base, Contreras pinch-hit for 
starting pitcher Jose Quintana and drilled a fly ball 416 feet to center field. 
 
Evidently assuming that he had homered, Contreras dropped his bat and took eight steps out of the box 
while watching the ball in flight. He broke into a jog, then a full sprint, after seeing the ball hit off the 
center-field wall. He didn't make it to second base until after the ball was back in the infield, needing to 
slide into the base under Jose Peraza's tag. 
 
It took Contreras 8.93 seconds to reach first base but only 3.57 seconds to sprint the 90 feet between 
first and second. 
 
Contreras' miscue was ultimately inconsequential, because Russell was holding up between first and 
second in case Billy Hamilton made the catch and stopped at third on the play, which limited Contreras 
to a double in any case. A sacrifice fly by Albert Almora Jr. brought Russell home. 
 
But that didn't stop Contreras from owning up to his mistake after the game. 
 
"What I did was not good for baseball," Contreras said. "I'm embarrassed with myself." 
 
-- 
 



 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Joe Maddon calls Willson Contreras' lack of hustle 'horrible' 
By Tony Andracki 
 
Joe Maddon is relentlessly positive and almost never bashes one of his players publicly. 
 
Which is what makes his reaction Sunday evening so shocking. 
 
Maddon sent Willson Contreras up to pinch-hit in the fifth inning of Sunday's 2-1 Cubs loss and the 
catcher drilled one to straightaway center that looked like it might be a game-tying home run off the 
bat. 
 
Instead, the wind blowing in off Lake Michigan pushed it back onto the field, with the ball bouncing off 
the top of the Wrigley Field wall. 
 
Contreras, however, completely pimped it, doing a little bat flip then staring and admiring his shot while 
slowly walking down the first base line. When the ball hit off the wall instead of soaring into the 
bleachers, he had to hustle to even get to second base and actually may have been out there if the Reds 
had realized he wasn't running out of the box: 
 
Maddon famously has no rules in his clubhouse apart from "Respect 90," aka always hustling down the 
first base line. 
 
So when asked about Contreras' reaction and initial lack of hustle, Maddon went off: 
 
"Horrible," the Cubs skipper said. "I didn't like that at all. Not at all. And that will be addressed. The 
whole team didn't like that." 
 
Maddon went back to that play two other times in his postgame press conference, reiterating it will be 
addressed with Contreras and saying he was happy with his team's effort in the loss "outside of the play 
by Willson." 
 
The play did lead to the Cubs' only run as the next batter — Albert Almora Jr. — drove home Addison 
Russell with a sac fly. 
 
But for Contreras to react like that was a bad look, not even taking into account the fact he's gone six 
weeks without a homer (last dinger was Aug. 1) and he should know better with the wind blowing in at 
the ballpark he's played half his games at the last three seasons. 
 
"I thought it was gone, yes," Contreras said. "I hit it super good. The wind in this ballpark — I forgot 
about that. It kinda took me back to when I made my debut in 2016 [and homered to center field on the 
first pitch]. Obviously today was not the same case. 
 
"Thank God I was able to run hard and make it to second base because what I did was not good for 
baseball. A lot of people are watching me and they've been really hard on me. At first, I thought it was 
gone and I kinda walked and then I started running hard. That was bad on my side. 
 
"...I'm embarrassed of myself. I apologized to the pitcher and to the team and I think that's the right 
thing to do." 
 



 
Contreras said Reds pitcher Luis Castillo didn't say anything back, but the Cubs catcher just wanted to 
make sure his opponent knew he regretted showing up the pitcher. 
 
"I said, 'That was my fault, I shouldn't do that,'" Contreras said. "He's a nice guy and the next time I get 
to see him personally, I will talk to him about it. I think there's no hard feelings — he did a great job 
against us. That's something that happened and we learn from it." 
 
In speaking to how rare of a sight this was for Maddon to call out Contreras in that way, Maddon's son, 
Joseph, said he's only seen his dad do that one other time: 
 
On the plus side, the swing from Contreras was a serious positive for a Cubs offense that could really use 
his bat to get going. 
 
He hit that ball 108.2 mph off the bat and it was only his fifth extra-base hit since Aug. 1 as the question 
of where his power has gone has been one of the biggest mysteries surrounding the Cubs of late. 
 
Contreras now has a hit in 3 of his last 4 at-bats and also drew a walk in three straight games last week 
as Maddon has given him more rest, so maybe he could be in the process of busting out of his slump. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs call for action after controversial foul ball 
By Jared Wyllys 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon minced no words about Victor Caratini's 4th inning hit down the first base 
line that was called foul and took away a badly needed run-scoring opportunity. 
 
In the wake of what amounted to a 2-1 loss to the Reds Sunday, Maddon admitted that it was too 
difficult for him to see the play from his vantage point in the Cubs dugout, but he could tell that it was 
close enough that he wanted the play to be reviewed. He approached the umpiring crew immediately 
after to ask if that was something they could look at. 
 
"I knew the answer beforehand. It was no," Maddon said. "That was a perfect example of what our 
game looks like without instant replay. For those that don’t like instant replay, that’s what it looks like." 
 
At the time, Anthony Rizzo was on third and Daniel Murphy was on first with two outs and the Cubs 
already down 2-0, so a single from Caratini to right would have scored at least Rizzo, and possibly even 
Murphy as well. Murphy said after the game that he didn't see whether the ball was fair or foul because 
he was turning toward second as soon as he saw the contact, but his mind was on scoring. 
 
That would have tied the game; instead Caratini ended up popping out to Scooter Gennett at second, 
leaving Maddon to fume a little after the loss.  
 
"Having had all this time to really analyze outcomes and what would have happened had it been 
reviewable, that was a big play," Maddon said. 
 
As to why the play is not able to be looked at, Maddon can only shrug. It's simply not on the list of 
reviewable plays, he said, even though he thinks a solution seems simple. 
 



 
"I’ve always thought why not put a dedicated camera for that particular play on all fields, and even like 
outfield home runs," Maddon said. "I don’t know what the deal is with all of that, but for me, it would 
just take a dedicated camera per field." 
 
If such a camera was put in place, Maddon said it would be easy to zoom in on the play to see where the 
ball crosses the bag and get the call right. Given the technology available, he sees no excuse not to have 
it. 
 
"Gosh, we can read books from outer space on somebody’s lap on a beach. All the Clancy novels," 
Maddon said. "You got these dudes sitting on a beach, and they put that bird right over top, and you 
could see the fact that he’s reading Rainbow Six." 
 
Maddon said that, though he is frustrated in the moment about the inability to double-check that play, 
he hopes that it's the kind of thing that will be added to MLB's list of reviewable plays in the future. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Ben Zobrist continues Cubs trend of commuting to a game in uniform 
By Tim Stebbins 
 
The Cubs are in a brutal stretch of reporting to the ballpark 30 days in-a-row. From what we've seen this 
week, though, they have not lost their sense of humor. 
 
Sunday, Ben Zobrist was spotted riding his bike in full-uniform to Wrigley Field for the Cubs' game 
against the Reds. Describing the moment doesn't do it any justice, so take a look: 
 
Awesome, right? Of course, Sunday is not the first time Zobrist has done this, as he actually did the same 
thing back in 2016, PF Flyer cleats include as well. 
 
Is Zobrist a trendsetter? Maybe, as Sunday marks the third time this week that a Cubs player has 
traveled for a game in full-uniform. 
 
Anthony Rizzo wore his uniform on the team's flight to Washington D.C. for Thursday's make-up game 
against the Nationals, while Javier Báez joined Rizzo in doing so on the team's flight home. The players 
added some comedic relief to the fact that the Cubs lost what would have been their first day off since 
Aug. 20.  
 
In the end, baseball is a child's game, so it's nice to see the Cubs keeping things in perspective and 
having fun during this tough 30-day stretch. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: It's the wrong time for the Cubs to be showboating 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Major League Baseball took a swipe at the Cubs on Sunday afternoon through @Cut4, one of their 
Twitter accounts that features video clips from games. 
 



 
The account tweeted a clip of Cubs catcher Willson Contreras walking to first base while admiring a 
would-be home run in the Cubs’ 2-1 loss to the Reds, then turning it on when he realized the ball had 
bounced off the wall. 
 
“Disrespect 90,” read the tweet, a not-so-subtle jab at manager Joe Maddon’s slogan “Respect 90.” 
 
After the Pedro Strop affair last week in Washington, the last thing Maddon needed was another talk-
radio controversy to deal with. But here it is, and what comes next will bear watching. 
 
Maddon called it “horrible” and said “the whole team didn’t like that,” adding it would be addressed. 
Contreras was contrite and apologetic, saying he “embarrassed” himself and let down his teammates. 
 
It wasn’t a first, but it was glaring and a black eye for the Cubs. 
 
When I asked Maddon in spring training if the Cubs could ever become as hated as the old Yankees 
teams that were perennial winners, he pointed to the players’ personalities. 
 
“I think our guys are likable, so it's hard to wear the black hat,” he said. “If you think about it, part of our 
attraction is we’re good, with some really good guys." 
 
True, but this brand of showboating is easy to dislike because the player is putting himself ahead of the 
team in a crucial moment in a pennant race. 
 
Contreras last hit a home run Aug. 1 and came into Sunday’s game hitting .184 with no homers and 11 
RBIs in 34 games since Aug. 2. 
 
Maddon has been giving backup Victor Caratini more playing time of late, and after the “Disrespect 90” 
incident he may get even more starts. The switch-hitting catcher was hitting .297 against right-handers 
but only .143 against lefties. 
 
Maddon is not a fan of showboating, and in June of 2015 he castigated outfielder Junior Lake for flipping 
his bat and signaling toward the Marlins dugout to be quiet after homering. 
 
“We don’t do that here,” Maddon said. “I don’t want to take any page out of ‘Major League’ and 
flamboyantly throw the bat after a home run.” 
 
Maddon once said he understands it’s part of modern-day sports but felt showboating was unnecessary. 
 
“Surely the touchdown celebration, pounding your chest after dunking a basketball, all this stuff that’s 
become part of this generation of athletes, whether you agree with it being right or wrong, does it 
matter?” he said. “I would just prefer our guys act like they’ve done it before and that they’re going to 
do it again.” 
 
Contreras hustles all the time when he hits grounders, so this isn’t a recurring theme. And he isn’t the 
first Cub to admire a long shot that turned out not to be home run. Anthony Rizzo did it last month as 
well, and wound up with a double. 
 
But with the Cubs in a tight race and struggling to generate offense, there’s no excuse not to run all out 
until you know for sure it’s over the fence. 
 
Maddon needs to make a statement to ensure it doesn’t happen again. 



 
 
Same old story 
 
Another day, another no-show by the Cubs offense. They came into Sunday’s game tied for 26th in the 
majors with 10 home runs in September while ranked 23rd in hitting for the month at .228. They’re also 
25th in on-base percentage (.291) and slugging percentage (.358) in September. 
 
The Cubs wound up with only five hits Sunday, including a single by Daniel Murphy in the eighth when 
the sore-kneed second baseman inexplicably tried to stretch it to a double and got thrown out by 
several feet. The Cubs not only have to hit better, they have to play smarter. 
 
Fortunately, their rotation is keeping them in games. Cubs starters had a 2.77 ERA in September before 
Sunday’s games, second in the majors to the Mets starters’ 2.68 ERA. 
 
Downtime is up 
 
According to espn.com the average game this September has averaged 3 hours, 4 minutes, 23 seconds, 
as opposed to 3 hours, 1 second per game the first five months. Obviously the expanded rosters and the 
increased use of relievers is adding to the game times, and making things much more boring for fans 
waiting out pitching changes. 
 
The biggest impediment in changing the September rules is the players union since so many young 
players start their service-time clocks in the final month, putting them closer to getting paid the big 
money that comes with arbitration and free agency. So expect more pitching changes, longer games and 
plenty of dead time the final two weeks of the season. 
 
Sign of the times 
 
In 2000, the Diamondbacks staff led the majors with an average of 7.61 strikeouts per nine innings, 
while the Angels staff ranked last at 5.26 strikeouts per nine. Entering Sunday, the Astros led the majors 
with 10.49 strikeouts per nine, and only four teams averaged under the 7.61 mark of the 2000 D’backs. 
The team with the fewest average strikeouts per nine was the Rangers at 7.07. 
 
A friend indeed 
 
Nationals assistant general manager Bob Miller is auctioning off his 2001 World Series ring to help raise 
money for fellow assistant GM Doug Harris, who is battling leukemia. Miller declined to comment about 
his thoughtful gesture when asked by the Washington Post. “This is about Doug,” he said. There are few 
things more valuable than a championship ring, but nothing is more valuable than a true friend. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
3 things we learned from Cubs-Reds series 
By Phil Rogers 
 
Here are three things we learned from the weekend Reds-Cubs series, which the Cubs won 2 games to 
1: 
 
1. The Cubs have the bullpen pieces to win close games without having a proven closer.  
 



 
Pedro Strop received an MRI on Friday and was deemed out for the rest of the regular season (if not 
longer) with a moderate hamstring strain in his left leg. Maddon mixed and matched over the weekend, 
and Jorge De La Rosa and Steve Cishek earned saves in 3-2 and 1-0 victories against a solid Cincinnati 
lineup. 
 
It was a great weekend for the bullpen overall, holding the Reds to 4-for-29 over 8 1/3 scoreless innings. 
Jaime Garcia (twice retired Joey Votto), Dillon Maples and De La Rosa made major contributions pitching 
in bigger spots than previously. Carl Edwards Jr. made a step forward with a 1-2-3 ninth in Sunday’s loss. 
Brandon Morrow hopes to rejoin the team this week but the weekend success lessened the sense of 
urgency around the bullpen. 
 
2. Willson Contreras is in the doghouse. 
 
It wasn’t just that Joe Maddon called his antics “horrible’’ on Sunday but that Victor Caratini started all 
three games in the series, including two behind the plate. Maddon is more comfortable than he once 
was with Caratini’s receiving and work behind the plate, so quicker to use him against a right-handed 
starter. 
 
Contreras may be coming out of his slump, however, going 3-for-4 when he did play (including the 
double he thought was a home run). He also threw out Billy Hamilton stealing third on Saturday 
 
3. The starting rotation should be a strength in October. 
 
Jon Lester and Cole Hamels look like a strong 1-2 combination, in any order. Jose Quintana gave up two 
solo homers and needed 98 pitches to get through five innings on Sunday. But there won’t be an NL 
playoff rotation as deep as the mix of Lester, Hamels, Kyle Hendricks and Quintana. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
'Horrible': Joe Maddon slams Willson Contreras' baserunning decision as the Cubs lose 2-1 to the Reds 
By Phil Rogers 
 
Joe Maddon says Cubs hitters are feeling “a little bit French-fried mentally,’’ and they didn’t do much to 
disprove that theory in a 2-1 loss to the Reds on Sunday. 
 
Willson Contreras, in particular, looked in need of a clearer head after blasting the ball as a pinch hitter 
in the fifth inning. He flipped his bat and stood at home plate watching it fly into the baby-blue sky, 
apparently thinking it was going to land on Sheffield Avenue. Instead it hit the center-field wall. 
 
While it was the biggest of five hits for the Cubs, the lack of optimal baserunning from both Contreras 
and Addison Russell may have cost the Cubs a run in game they lost by one. 
 
“Horrible,’’ Maddon said of Contreras’ lapse. “I didn’t like that at all. That will be addressed. The whole 
team didn’t like that.’’ 
 
Contreras is hitting .220 with only two homers since his trip to the All-Star Game and lately has been 
getting more bench time than usual, with Victor Caratini emerging from the shadows. Contreras was 
pinch hitting for Jose Quintana in the fifth inning and thought he’d found vindication when he hit a first-
pitch slider from Jose Castillo (10-12). 
 



 
He knew he’d screwed up when Billy Hamilton played the ball off the top of the wall. 
 
“I thought it was gone,’’ Contreras said. “I hit it super good. … Thank God I was able to run hard and 
make it to second base because what I did was not good for baseball, and a lot of people were watching 
me.’’ 
 
Contreras apologized to Castillo later in the inning and understands he let down his teammates. 
 
“It was bad,’’ he said. “I’m embarrassed with myself.’’ 
 
Russell, who was on first with one out, hesitated at second base to watch the ball even after Hamilton 
turned to play it off the wall. He advanced only to third on the play, so Contreras couldn’t have gotten a 
triple on the ball even if he had gone full speed. 
 
Albert Almora Jr. followed with a sacrifice fly, scoring Russell and allowing Contreras to reach third. But 
Contreras was stranded there on an Ian Happ groundout after Anthony Rizzo walked. 
 
The Cubs had another chance to tie the game in the seventh, but lefty Amir Garrett struck out Rizzo with 
Kris Bryant on third after he and Almora hit back-to-back singles. 
 
Quintana (13-10) took the loss because he allowed solo homers to Scott Schebler and Phillip Ervin, with 
Schebler’s coming on the first pitch of the game. You don’t really want to play from behind every pitch 
of a game when it’s your 27th consecutive day with a game scheduled, but that was the case. 
 
The Cubs did get help from the Pirates, who beat the Brewers on Sunday in Milwaukee. The Cubs 
maintained their 2 1/2-game lead in the National League Central and reduced their magic number in the 
division to 11. 
 
They travel to Arizona to wrap up an unprecedented stretch of games scheduled on 30 consecutive 
days. They’ve gone 16-10 in the stretch, with one game lost to a rainout in Washington, which forced 
the Thursday makeup game in which de facto closer Pedro Strop was injured. 
 
“We’re asking a lot of these guys to play as often, in different cities at different times and in different 
weather conditions,’’ Maddon said. “It’s not easy. I think what we’ve done is actually pretty 
spectacular.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Jason Heyward jumps back into the mix for the stretch run 
By Phil Rogers 
 
Jason Heyward is back, perhaps in time to fuel a finishing kick for the Cubs. 
 
He had missed 15 games with a strained right hamstring before being activated Sunday. He wasn’t in the 
lineup and probably won’t be Monday, when the Diamondbacks start lefty Patrick Corbin. But he is 
expected to return to the lineup the next time the Cubs face a right-hander. 
 
“In a perverse way, sometimes these things actually work in your favor,’’ Maddon said. “He’s rested. He 
went through that concussion issue early in the year. Came back, first couple of games (was) maybe not 



 
that sharp, then he took off. We’ll see how it plays out, but it’s wonderful to write his name into the 
lineup.’’ 
 
Heyward was out May 7-17 after banging his head on the outfield wall at Busch Stadium. He went 4-for-
19 in his first week back but then kicked it into high gear, hitting .407 with a .992 OPS over the next 12 
games. 
 
Maddon says Heyward is a quiet key for the Cubs because of “his personality, his veteranship,’’ and 
loves that his offensive production has been better than the last two seasons. 
 
“He’s just a really good baseball player,’’ he said. “He’s been working good at-bats all year, really 
provides that anchor among the group when he’s on the field, and his defense is among the best still.’’ 
 
Review, please: Maddon would love to see Major League Baseball add the technology necessary to 
review fair-foul calls down the lines, which are not reviewable. Some Cubs insisted that first-base 
umpire Hunter Wendelstedt missed a call on a Victor Caratini smash down the first-base line in the 
fourth inning, which would produced at least one run. 
 
“Maybe there’s just a dedicated camera that’s able to zoom in,’’ Maddon said. “Gosh, we’re able to read 
books from outer space. Somebody’s lying on the beach in all those (Tom) Clancy novels. You’ve got 
these nerds sitting on the beach and you can see the fact he’s reading ‘Rainbow Six.’ ” 
 
Extra innings: Brandon Morrow said he felt no ill effects after throwing 19 pitches off the Wrigley mound 
Saturday. He could be activated in Arizona, with Maddon searching for a low-leverage situation to get a 
look at him. … Kyle Schwarber will stay in Chicago to get more rest and rehabilitation for his ailing back, 
with the hope that he can serve as designated hitter next weekend at Guaranteed Rate Field. … Tommy 
La Stella joined the list of Cubs battling back issues on Sunday, forcing Maddon to scratch him from the 
lineup. … Maddon loved a clean inning from Carl Edwards Jr. that figured in four scoreless innings by the 
bullpen. The Cubs have coaxed nine scoreless innings from the bullpen since losing Pedro Strop. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Kris Bryant, Javy Baez out of Cubs’ starting lineup against Reds 
By Brian Sandalow 
 
On the 27th day of the Cubs’ stretch of 30 scheduled games in 30 days, manager Joe Maddon held Kris 
Bryant and Javy Baez out of the starting lineup Sunday. Though both ended up getting into the game, 
Maddon stressed how much he wanted to give both some rest. 
 
‘‘I really believe today is very important to give [Bryant] today off — and Javy,’’ Maddon said before the 
game. 
 
Baez has played in 146 of the Cubs’ 149 games and has become one of the few truly every-day players 
on the roster. Maddon revealed Baez is ‘‘banged up a little bit’’ and was fine with not starting Sunday. 
 
Bryant, meanwhile, is working his way back into form after returning from a stint on the disabled list 
caused by a shoulder injury Sept. 1. He has no home runs and a .391 slugging percentage since coming 
back. 
 



 
Even though Bryant is connecting slightly underneath the ball, Maddon said he likes that Bryant is 
keeping two hands on the bat more consistently. Overall, Maddon said Bryant’s bat speed and legs look 
good. 
 
‘‘He’s fouling his pitch off,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘The pitch that he could really drive, he’s just under it a little 
bit. It’s going straight back. Otherwise, he’s had some decent at-bats.’’ 
 
Bryant last homer came July 21. 
 
‘‘The ball has just not been in the seats; that’s the only big difference that I’m seeing so far,’’ Maddon 
said. ‘‘This is just observation-wise from the side. Just like a click under the ball. I want to believe that 
it’s going to start getting squared up. It would be nice to get the ball in the seats from him and a couple 
of other guys moving it forward.’’ 
 
Bryant, who had a pinch-hit single, said he still might be a little rusty after his long layoff. 
 
‘‘I know it’s going to take some time to start to get used to breaking pitches,’’ he said. ‘‘Some guys are 
really finding their groove right now. It’s just another chapter in my story and what I have to get through 
and what I have to learn and stuff like that. 
 
‘‘I’m still getting there, but I feel a lot better than I did 15 games ago or so.’’ 
 
Mixed bag 
 
The Cubs activated right fielder Jason Heyward (right hamstring) from the disabled list, and he was 
available for pinch-hitting duty. He won’t start Monday against the Diamondbacks but is physically ready 
to go otherwise. 
 
Maddon said closer Brandon Morrow (inflammation in right biceps) felt pretty good, and there were no 
negatives after his 19-pitch session Saturday. 
 
The news wasn’t as encouraging about left fielder Kyle Schwarber (back). Maddon said Schwarber won’t 
travel to Arizona, avoiding the plane rides there and back and the two lefties (Patrick Corbin, Robbie 
Ray) the Diamondbacks plan to start in the series. 
 
Serendipity 
 
Infielder Tommy La Stella was supposed to start Sunday but was scratched with tightness in his lower 
back. A little lineup juggling enabled center fielder Albert Almora Jr. to start on his bobblehead day after 
an initial oversight by Maddon. 
 
‘‘That was my mistake,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘I did not know today was Albert Almora bobblehead day until I 
walked in. So in some weird way, he’s gotten into the lineup. So heads up. Bobbleheads up.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
‘Horrible’ play by Willson Contreras lowlight of Cubs’ loss to Reds 
By Brian Sandalow 
 



 
Nearing the end of a difficult and rest-free stretch, the Cubs simply aren’t hitting. In the weekend series 
against the Reds, they scored only five runs. 
 
But the moment that bothered manager Joe Maddon most during the Cubs’ 2-1 loss Sunday came on 
the bases, leading him to publicly and pointedly criticize a player. 
 
After Addison Russell drew a one-out walk in the fifth inning, Willson Contreras pinch-hit for Jose 
Quintana and sent a towering drive to deep center field. Thinking it was a game-tying two-run home 
run, Contreras watched the ball and casually started walking to first base, then had to hustle to second 
when the ball hit the wall. Russell had stopped at second and made it to third, but he might have been 
able to score with a better read on the ball. 
 
Maddon defended Russell, who eventually did score on a sacrifice fly by Albert Almora Jr., but showed 
no such generosity toward Contreras. 
 
‘‘Horrible,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘I didn’t like that at all, not at all. That will be addressed. The whole team 
didn’t like that.’’ 
 
Contreras thought the ball was gone but didn’t take into account that the wind was blowing in from the 
east for most of the day. He said the drive took him back to his first big-league homer in 2016, which 
went to the same part of the field. 
 
But that ball two years ago went for a homer. This one didn’t, and Contreras was apologetic afterward. 
 
‘‘I’m embarrassed of myself,’’ Contreras said. 
 
Luckily for the Cubs, neither the play nor their overall offensive woes cost them any ground in the 
National League Central race. The Brewers lost 3-2 to the Pirates, keeping the Cubs 2½ games ahead 
with two weeks left in the regular season. 
 
The Cubs know their offense will have to start clicking soon. They’ll have to work their way around some 
bad luck, such as Victor Caratini’s sharp grounder down the first-base line with two men on in the fourth 
being called foul, and avoid baserunning miscues, such as Daniel Murphy getting thrown out while trying 
to stretch a single into a double in the eighth. 
 
‘‘Overall, we’ve just got to be better,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘We’ve got to be better than one run somehow. 
The three games, we’re fortunate to win two. We really are.’’ 
 
The Cubs are 16-10 during their stretch of 30 days with a scheduled game. Their starting pitching has 
become a strength, and that continued with Quintana’s two-run outing against the Reds. Unfortunately 
for them, they couldn’t combine Quintana’s effort with enough offense to complete a series sweep. 
 
Still, third baseman Kris Bryant, who didn’t start but had a pinch-hit single, was thinking more about the 
two victories the Cubs earned than about any long-term offensive concerns. 
 
‘‘If we had lost those two games, sure, it would be concerning,’’ Bryant said. ‘‘Obviously, you want to go 
out there and score a ton of runs, but our pitchers picked it up when we needed them. 
 
‘‘Offense is peaks and valleys, and you just ride it out. There have been plenty of good times this year 
where the offense is great and plenty of bad times where it wasn’t. You’ve just got to ride it out and 
hope the next game is the one where we kind of explode.’’ 



 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Chicago Cubs can't get offense going in 2-1 loss to Reds 
By Jerry Fitzpatrick 
 
Pitching and defense could not cover for a struggling Chicago Cubs offense in a 2-1 loss to Cincinnati on 
Sunday at Wrigley Field. 
 
The Cubs managed 6 hits and drew 4 walks, and a team that had won three straight 1-run games was 
held in check by Reds starting pitcher Luis Castillo (10-12) and three relievers. 
 
Castillo struck out a pair and limited the National League Central leaders to an earned run on 4 hits in 
6⅔ innings. 
 
The Cubs scored 5 runs in the three-game series. They have been limited to 2.1 runs per game over their 
last seven and have not scored more than 4 in a game since a 6-5 loss to Washington on Sept. 8. 
 
"We've just got to do better," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "We've got to do better than 1 run 
somehow under the circumstances. Of the three games, we're fortunate to win two. We really are." 
 
Two longballs helped Cincinnati beat the Cubs for the first time in nine tries. 
 
Scott Schebler homered to center field on the first pitch of the game from Cubs starter Jose Quintana 
(13-10). Phillip Ervin made it 2-0 by blasting a full-count pitch to the bleachers in left-center to open the 
fourth. 
 
Quintana had to throw 28 first-inning pitches to escape a bases-loaded jam. Overall, the left-hander 
allowed 5 hits, walked three and struck out seven before Maddon pinch hit for him in the fifth. 
 
"My last couple of starts I came through the first inning pretty good," Quintana said. "I threw more 
pitches than usual, but I got out of the jam with 1 run, and that's good. After, I tried to hit my spots and 
make some big pitches." 
 
The Cubs scored their only run in the fifth inning when Albert Almora drove in Addison Russell on a 
sacrifice fly. 
 
Earlier in the fifth, Russell drew a one-out walk to bring up Willson Contreras, pinch hitting for Quintana. 
 
Contreras hammered a ball to center field and began to walk to first base, believing it to be a home run. 
It wasn't. The ball bounced off the ivy directly to Reds center fielder Billy Hamilton. 
 
Contreras would have been out easily at second base had the throw from the outfield been anywhere 
close to the bag. It wasn't. 
 
Contreras later said he was embarrassed and that he apologized to his team and apologized to Castillo 
while on the bases. 
 
"I thought it was gone," he said. "I hit it super good … Thank God I was able to run hard and make it to 
second base because what I did was not good for baseball." 



 
 
His manager agreed. 
 
"Horrible," Maddon said of the play. "I didn't like that at all. Not at all. It will be addressed. The whole 
team didn't like that." 
 
The Cubs had other scoring chances they could not convert. 
 
With runners at the corners and two outs in the fourth, Victor Caratini drilled a shot down the right-field 
line that was ruled foul to the displeasure of 41,314 fans. Maddon termed the call by first-base umpire 
Hunter Wendelstedt "possibly a game changer." 
 
The Cubs had another opportunity in the seventh when pinch hitter Kris Bryant and Almora singled 
consecutively and advanced on a wild pitch by reliever Amir Garrett. The threat ended with a swinging 
strikeout of Anthony Rizzo, who slammed his helmet to the ground in frustration. 
 
With two away in the eighth, Daniel Murphy tried to stretch a single down the left-field line into a 
double and was thrown out at second base several feet from the bag. 
 
"We hit some balls better today without any kind of benefit to it," Maddon said. 
 
The Cubs did maintain their 2½-game Central Division lead over Milwaukee. The Brewers dropped a 3-2 
decision to visiting Pittsburgh. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
'Wonderful' for Chicago Cubs to have Heyward back 
By Jerry Fitzpatrick 
 
Chicago Cubs manager Joe Maddon said "it's going to be wonderful" to write Jason Heyward's name in 
the lineup again. 
 
Heyward was activated from the disabled list Sunday after missing 15 games with right-hamstring 
tightness. 
 
He was not in the starting lineup against Cincinnati but was available off the bench. That again will be 
the case Monday night in Arizona when the Cubs face left-handed pitcher Patrick Corbin. 
 
The 29-year-old outfielder is batting .275 with 7 home runs and 52 RBI this season. 
 
"I think you realize how important he's been by his absence," Maddon said. "He's had a great year. He's 
really ascended since last year and, again, I don't base everything on batting average. 
 
"He's just a really good baseball player. He's been working good at-bats all year. He really provides that 
anchor among the group off and on the field, and his defense is among the best yet." 
 
Heyward's best stretch at the plate this season was in late May and June after he returned from a 
concussion. Maddon anticipates similar production from Heyward following two weeks off. 
 



 
"Perversely, sometimes these things actually work in your favor," Maddon said. "So he's rested. He went 
through that concussion issue earlier this year, came back the first game maybe not so sharp and then 
all of a sudden took off. So we'll see how it plays out." 
 
Coming soon: 
Kris Bryant has not hit a home run since returning from the disabled list on Sept. 1, but Cubs manager 
Joe Maddon said Bryant is on the cusp. 
 
"He's fouling his pitch off, the pitch that he can really drive," Maddon said. "He's just under it a little bit 
and it's going straight back. Otherwise, he's had some decent at-bats. … He's keeping two hands on the 
bat more consistently and he's just underneath (the ball) a little bit right at contact. 
 
"You just have to square that up and spin it the right way. Overall, his bat speed looks good, his legs look 
good." 
 
Since his return, the 2016 National League MVP is hitting .298 with (14-for-47) with 5 doubles and 3 RBI. 
 
Bryant was not in the starting lineup Sunday, but he pinch hit with two outs in the seventh inning and 
lined a single to right field on the first pitch. 
 
Late switch: 
Tommy La Stella was penciled in as a starter Sunday but had to be scratched after experiencing lower-
back tightness while loosening up. 
 
"I saw him earlier and he was fine," manager Joe Maddon said before the game. "Then he tried to do 
something differently and felt his back a bit." 
 
Albert Almora Jr. was added to the lineup in La Stella's absence, which was fitting since Sunday was 
Albert Almora Jr. bobblehead day at Wrigley Field. 
 
"First of all, that was my mistake. I did not know it was Albert Almora bobblehead day until I walked in," 
Maddon said, grinning. "So in some weird way he's gotten into the lineup. So heads up. Bobbleheads 
up." 
 
Almora went 1-for-2 and drove in the Cubs' only run with a fifth-inning sacrifice fly. 
 
Looks right: 
Sunday marked the third bobblehead day in Albert Almora's professional career, his first as a major-
leaguer. 
 
It was the first time Almora actually has been in the stadium on his bobblehead day. 
 
"I had one in Boise and one at Kane County, I think, but I was never there for them," he said. "They had 
them the next year when I was already at the higher level." 
 
Did it look like him? 
 
"I think it does," he said. "A little bit." 
 
-- 
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