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Story seals sweep of Seattle with walk-off blast 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | July 15, 2018 
 

DENVER -- After being mobbed and drenched with sports drink and popcorn Sunday afternoon, Trevor Story heads to his 

first All-Star Game in style. 

Story powered his first career walk-off homer over the center-field wall while leading off the ninth inning against Nick 

Vincent to give the Rockies a 4-3 victory over the Mariners and a three-game sweep of the series at Coors Field. 

The hit lifted the Rockies (51-45) to their 13th victory in their last 16 games, including four in a row, and leaves them two 

games behind the first-place Dodgers and 1 1/2 behind the D-backs (their opponent in three games at Chase Field out of 

the break). 

Afterward, Story would board a jet with teammates Nolan Arenado and Charlie Blackmon for All-Star festivities in 

Washington. He said Sunday's homer was his first game-ender as a child or adult. It joins his two-homer debut in 2016 

and learning he was an All-Star as pinnacle moments in a career that's growing into quite the Story. 

"We feel like we're starting to get hot -- like we're playing the way we're capable of playing," Story said. "More so to do it at 

this time, that's more special to me." 

It was Story's 20th homer of the season -- second on the club to Arenado's 23. It was the Rockies' first walk-off home run 

since the famously celebrated Father's Day homer last June 18, when Arenado's shot finished a cycle at Coors against 

the Giants. 

Story had some good swings against Vincent -- "It was a good at-bat, both guys were battling," Rockies manager Bud 

Black said. 

"I said he was going to hit a double on the first pitch," Blackmon said. "I'm glad I was wrong." 

MEDIA CLIPS – July 16th, 2018 
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In a game played in rain from the first inning on, several hard-hit balls died in the outfield. But Story had no doubts when 

he clubbed Vincent's cutter. 

"It's just one of those things -- I've hit some balls hard, and you start to figure when you know it's gone for sure," Story 

said. 

Arenado said, "He always looks good, being in control. I've been talking about him slowing the game down lately. He was 

ready." 

Rockies starter Tyler Anderson gave up two first-inning runs and threw 28 pitches in the first, but held the Mariners there 

through six innings with five hits allowed, to go along with six strikeouts and a walk -- all in tough mound conditions. Black 

figured Anderson was done after 91 pitches, after he needed to force a Denard Span fly ball to end the sixth with two on 

base. 

"It was one of those things where conditions weren't great and you're fighting yourself a little bit, too," Anderson said. 

Mariners starter Mike Leake also braved wetness to hold the Rox to two runs (one earned) and six hits in six frames. 

The wet weather played into three scoring plays: 

• Mariners right fielder Mitch Haniger fielded Arenado's single with DJ LeMahieu and Blackmon on in the second, and 

Blackmon scored to tie it at 2 after the ball slipped from Haniger's throwing hand. 

• The Mariners took a 3-2 lead in the seventh when Dee Gordon delivered a hit to left -- the second of the inning off Jake 

McGee -- with Guillermo Heredia at second. Rockies left fielder Gerardo Parra's arm is respected, but Mariners third-base 

coach Scott Brosius took advantage of the conditions and sent Heredia, who easily beat a throw that dribbled to the plate. 

• The Rockies tied it in the seventh on Ian Desmond's triple off Juan Nicasio, which was aided by Haniger slipping while 

chasing a ball that hit the fence in foul ground. Chris Iannetta's sacrifice fly scored Desmond. 

The conditions nearly helped the Mariners in the eighth. With two down and one one against Bryan Shaw, LeMahieu -- a 

two-time Gold Glove Award-winning second baseman -- slid for Denard Span's grounder, but couldn't make the play. 

However, Scott Oberg (4-0) forced a Ben Gamel grounder. Oberg fanned one in a clean ninth for his eighth scoreless 

appearance in nine games since returning from a lower back strain. With closer Wade Davis and primary setup 

man Adam Ottavino unavailable because of recent workload, Oberg found himself trusted in a big game. He said he 

cautioned himself to "not treat this any differently than how I've been throwing in the sixth or seventh." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Shaw, in the first year of a three-year, $27 million contract, missed 13 games from June 24 to Wednesday to heal a right 

http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/452655/denard-span
http://m.mlb.com/player/502190/mike-leake
http://m.mlb.com/player/571745/mitch-haniger
http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
http://m.mlb.com/player/543829/dee-gordon
http://m.mlb.com/player/459429/jake-mcgee
http://m.mlb.com/player/459429/jake-mcgee
http://m.mlb.com/player/628338/guillermo-heredia
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
http://m.mlb.com/player/504379/juan-nicasio
http://m.mlb.com/player/455104/chris-iannetta
http://m.mlb.com/player/543766/bryan-shaw
http://m.mlb.com/player/452655/denard-span
http://m.mlb.com/player/623184/scott-oberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/592325/ben-gamel
http://m.mlb.com/player/451584/wade-davis
http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino


    

3 
 

calf strain. Sunday was the second appearance of his return, but first in a tight game. A solid performance, even with the 

hits, puts him back in the mix for big innings after the break. 

The cut fastball that hung early in the year, bit downward Sunday, and he would have escaped the eighth without Oberg 

needing to enter had LeMahieu made the play on Span. The other appearance -- a scoreless inning with two strikeouts 

and a walk in Wednesday's 19-2 thrashing of the D-backs -- helped build confidence. 

"It's building blocks, it's steps," Shaw said. "Having a good one last time, a good one today -- 'Obie' came in and finished 

the inning for me -- we got the ground balls, got the ball down, got it where we wanted." 

 

SOUND SMART 

After an agonizing start at Coors, the Rockies have won 12 of their last 15 to rise to .500 (23-23) at home. 

 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

The replay decision -- after a Mariners challenge -- that allowed the safe call on the seventh-inning triple to stand, 

highlighted a heady, daring play by Desmond. 

Running was a risk, but Haniger's throw to third was wide. Kyle Seager caught it and flipped to Nicasio covering the bag. 

Desmond, not sliding, stepped on the bag just in time. Desmond, oft-criticized during a first half that ends with a .235 

average, has made several heady plays at key times. Desmond also has hit safely in the last six games (11-for-23). 

UP NEXT 

The Rockies dropped 2-of-3 at Arizona to open the season, but hit seven homers -- three by Blackmon, one by Arenado -- 

in the three games. The teams hook up again for a three-game series at Chase Field starting Friday night at 7:40 p.m. 

MT. 
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Rodgers, Tinoco shine for Rox in Futures Game 
Diaz only 2nd player in game’s history to go deep twice 
 
Mark Feinsand | MLB.com | July 15, 2018 
 

WASHINGTON -- Nobody told the players in Sunday's SiriusXM All-Star Futures Game that the T-Mobile Home Run 

Derby wasn't taking place until Monday night. 

The two sides combined for eight home runs -- doubling the previous Futures Game record -- as the Team USA 

outslugged the World, 10-6, on All-Star Sunday at Nationals Park. 

Yusniel Diaz, the Dodgers' No. 4 prospect, became only the second player in the 20-year history of the Futures Game to 

go deep twice, but it wasn't enough as the U.S. bashed its way to its second straight win and eighth in the past nine 

years.  

Seven players homered overall in the game, and the eight long balls were more than had been hit in the previous five 

Futures Games comined, but the decisive run came on a Brendan Rodgers strikeout as Jo Adell (No. 36 on MLB 

Pipeline's Top 100 and the Angels' No. 1 prospect) scored on a wild pitch. 

Taylor Trammell (No. 34 overall, Reds' No. 3) earned MVP honors, going 2-for-2 with a home run and a triple. 

"You look at the game, the way it went down, there wasn't much of a difference," World manager David Ortiz said. "It was 

back-and forth-type of game. To me, that's a good sign to know, as a baseball fan like I am right now, that the future of the 

game is in great hands." 

U.S. Team starter Mitch Keller (No. 12 overall, Pirates' No. 1) showed his stuff in a perfect opening frame. 

His offense rewarded him with a two-out rally against World Team starter Jesus Luzardo (No. 20 overall, Athletics' No. 1) 

in the bottom of the inning as Rodgers (No. 6 overall, Rockies' No. 1) doubled to left field, scoring the game's first run on a 

single by Rays prospect Nate Lowe. 

Justus Sheffield (No. 39 overall, Yankees' No. 2) took the mound for the second inning for the USA, promptly giving up the 

lead as Seuly Matias (Royals' No. 3) launched a 93.8 mph fastball over the right-field wall, his leadoff homer tying the 

game. 

Hunter Greene (No. 18 overall, Reds' No. 2) came out firing after relieving Sheffield with one out and a man on base in the 

third. The right-hander's first pitch clocked in at 100.9 mph, which he followed up with pitches of 102.4, 101.9 and 102.3 

mph; unfortunately, the last one was sent soaring over the fence in right-center by Luis Alexander Basabe, the White 

Sox's No. 13 prospect. 

"He's not trying to homer, he's trying to put the ball in play," Ortiz said. "This guy's mindset, at this early stage in his 

career, he's in the game. It's something that impressed me a lot." 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=la
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=mlb
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http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=pit
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The two-run home run gave the World Team a 3-1 lead, which Luzardo and Bryan Mata (Red Sox's No. 4) held through 

the third. 

Greene threw 19 fastballs during his 27-pitch outing; every one of them registered between 100.0 and 103.1 mph. 

"I want someone to look at that and tell me if you see that in the Major League All-Star Game," U.S. manager Torii Hunter 

said. "You won't see it, I promise." 

Team USA battled back in the fourth against Lewis Thorpe (Twins' No. 11), getting a pair of two-run blasts from Danny 

Jansen (Blue Jays' No. 6) and Ke'Bryan Hayes (No. 92 overall, Pirates' No. 3). Hayes -- the son of former big leaguer 

Charlie Hayes -- snapped the tie game with his shot, vaulting the U.S. Team back on top by two runs. 

Then again, on this day, a two-run lead didn't feel like much of a lead at all. 

Matt Manning (No. 47 overall, Tigers' No. 2) recorded two quick outs in the fifth, but like so many other pitchers Sunday, 

that third out proved to be more difficult. 

Fernando Tatis Jr. (No. 3 overall, Padres' No. 1) reached on a two-out single, setting up Diaz's two-run blast to right-

center. The No. 85 overall prospect pulled the World Team even again with his blast, the third for his squad and fifth 

overall between the two teams in the first five frames. 

"I gave up one and I was pretty mad, but after watching the rest of the game, that's just the kind of game it was," Manning 

said. "That's an All-Star lineup. In the Minors, I may get one of those guys a day. To get nine of them at one time is tough, 

but that's how it's going to be in the big leagues." 

Trammell broke the tie in the bottom of the sixth with -- what else -- a solo home run. The 20-year-old, who plays in the 

Class A Florida State League, launched a 2-2 fastball from Kieran Lovegrove (Indians) to right-center, giving Team USA a 

6-5 lead. 

This lead vanished quickly, too. 

Diaz belted a two-out solo shot off Shaun Anderson (Giants' No. 7) to tie the game at 6 in the seventh inning. It was the 

second homer of the game for Diaz, who joined Alfonso Soriano as the only players in the game's 20-year history to go 

deep twice. Soriano hit two homers in the inaugural game back in 1999. 

"Those are Minor Leaguers hitting balls like big leaguers," Ortiz said. "That is impressive. I saw balls hit today that I swear, 

I was watching a Major League Baseball player." 

Adell opened the bottom of the seventh with a double, moved to third on a passed ball and scored when Rodgers' third 

strike went to the backstop, giving USA a one-run advantage. That lead swelled to three nine pitches later as Peter 

Alonso (Mets' No. 2) won a battle with Adonis Medina (No. 74 overall, Phillies' No. 2), crushing a 3-2 fastball down the left-

field line. The two-run homer gave Team USA a 9-6 lead. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=bos
http://m.mlb.com/player/626929/lewis-thorpe
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=min
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http://m.mlb.com/player/643376/danny-jansen
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=tor
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=det
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/641312/shaun-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sf
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=nym
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=phi
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To nobody's surprise, the World Team threatened to tie the game in the following inning, using a walk and an Alonso error 

to bring the tying run to the plate with nobody out. But Kyle Wright (No. 25 overall, Braves' No. 2) entered the game and 

restored order, getting a fly ball and a double play to preserve the three-run cushion. 

"That was clutch, man," USA pitching coach LaTroy Hawkins said. "We needed him to go in there and throw strikes and 

he did that." 

Dylan Cease (No. 40 overall, White Sox's No. 4) and Luis Ortiz (Brewers' No. 4) finished off the World Team with a 

scoreless ninth. 
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Davis uncovering new tricks of trade 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | July 15, 2018 
 

DENVER -- Rockies closer Wade Davis' fastball movement was an unpleasant surprise, and he had to get to the bottom 

of it. 

"Probably a month and a half ago, I was cutting the fastball a lot, especially here [at Coors Field], and I wasn't sure why," 

Davis said. "I was getting a lot of late right-to-left movement that I had never seen before. That was kind of weird." 

Davis started from the ground -- from his feet at the onset of his motion -- and made corrections that gave him a stride and 

arm path. The improvement has been striking. He no longer looks like the pitcher who blew four saves, which is more than 

in any full season of his career, by mid-June. 

"You break things down from the ground up whenever things are out of whack," Davis said. "Start with your feet. Start with 

your legs, your hips, your core, your front side -- all that is just part of the chain." 

Since giving up four runs on two hits and four walks in a painful blown save and 13-12 loss at Texas on June 17, Davis 

has put up stingy and increasingly dominant numbers. In 11 games, he has posted a 1.64 ERA, held opponents to a .132 

batting average and .412 OPS. 

In his last four appearances going into Sunday against the Mariners (the Rockies didn't expect to use him, since he had 

appeared in three straight games), he has not yielded a baserunner, and he has struck out three of the 12 batters he has 

faced. 

"It's a long season," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "There is going to be a little bit of variability. Wade has been pretty 

steady of late. The ball-strike ratio and the walks are still a little high in the big picture. Wade continues to tinker on the 

delivery and work on some things. He's a guy that's very in tune with his mechanics and how he feels. But he knows how 

to navigate through an inning." 

Davis isn't done. 

"I don't think you're ever right, I think you're always trying to figure something out," he said. 

Davis has seen his average fastball velocity gradually decline -- 96.5 mph in 2015, 95.7 in 2016, 94.4 last season and 

93.8 this year. Some of that is natural, as he is in his age 32 season, and he dealt with some elbow issues in 2015 with 

the Royals. But last year with the Cubs, when he converted 32-of-33 save chances, he noticed a slight crossfire enter his 

delivery. But this year, the first of a three-year, $52 million deal with the Rockies, results told him he had to correct. 

Not only has he seen a recent spike in pitches above 94 mph -- but his cutter has become more effective. In a perfect 

ninth in Saturday's 4-1 victory over the Mariners, he used the cutter more because of the natural fatigue from pitching the 

http://m.mlb.com/player/451584/wade-davis
https://www.mlb.com/rockies/news/jon-gray-dominates-in-big-league-return/c-285887756
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two previous days. He picked a few pitches to hit 95, but in general, trusted that his improved mechanics would help his 

secondary pitches. 

"Whenever you're able to slow things down, you can change speeds a lot easier, more comfortably," Davis said. "You can 

go in, go down and away, go back and forth a little bit more, instead of raring back and throwing a baseball." 

Out of the break 

Black has not announced the rotation for the second half, but the Rockies are expected to start righty German 

Marquez (8-8, 4.81 ERA) on Friday and lefty Kyle Freeland (8-6, 3.11) Saturday at Arizona. Righty Jon Gray (8-7, 5.44) 

and lefty Tyler Anderson (6-3, 3.76) are expected to be part of the plan, and righty Antonio Senzatela (3-2, 5.34) should 

be in the mix if the right middle finger blister that cost him Friday's start heals. 

Righty Chad Bettis (5-1, 5.10), also on the disabled list with a right middle finger blister, is expected to throw a Minor 

League rehab game next weekend. 

Roster move 

The Rockies recalled righty reliever Carlos Estevez (right elbow sprain) from the 60-day DL, then optioned him to Triple-A 

Albuquerque, where he has been pitching. To clear a spot on the 40-man roster, the Rockies outrighted righty Brooks 

Pounders to Albuquerque. Pounders was 0-1 with a 7.63 ERA before being optioned to Albuquerque on June 26. 
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Journal: Rockies never hit the panic button, even during their June swoon 
 
Patrick Saunders | The Denver Post | July 15, 2018 
 

There was a time in June when the Rockies looked like a mediocre baseball team, made worse by a bullpen that was 

blowing games in gut-punch fashion and by a starting rotation that was underachieving. 

The club seemed on the edge of collapsing, at least in terms of getting to the postseason, a goal the Rockies have been 

promoting since spring training. 

Manager Bud Black, however, said the club never hit a crisis point, despite what fans and media (myself included) were 

screaming. 

 “I’m going to say no,” Black said Sunday before the Rockies beat Seattle 4-3 on a walk-off homer by Trevor Story for their 

10th win in 12 games. “There really is a true ebb and flow to the season, and there are times when there is going to be a 

little bit of a valley. June was a month when we were in a little bit of valley, for sure.” 

That’s not to say that Black didn’t have his concerns. He did. 

“That valley resulted mostly from not pitching well,” he said. “And when you don’t pitch well, it makes it awfully tough. We 

realized that if we didn’t pitch well, the season could potentially get away from us. But give credit to our pitchers that they 

righted the ship. They started throwing strikes and doing some fundamental things. They have applied it, almost to a man, 

out on the mound.” 

Proof is in the numbers. Over the last 15 games, Rockies starters have a 2.25 ERA and 10 quality starts. Left-

hander Tyler Anderson, who gave up two runs over six innings Sunday, is 2-0 with an 0.96 ERA over his last four starts. 

The Rockies enter the all-star break playing their best baseball of the season and should be considered contenders in the 

National League West. Credit Black, pitching coaches Steve Foster and Darren Holmes and a number of veterans on the 

ballclub, especially Carlos Gonzalez, for keeping the dream alive. 

I asked Black if there was ever any finger-pointing or major discord, especially when his club lost nine of 11 games in 

June to fall to four games below .500, tumbling from first place to fourth in the division. 

“Not with this team,” he said. “That will never happen with this group of players and with this coaching staff.” 

Anderson’s day. Anderson gave up two first-inning runs Sunday and needed 28 pitches to get out of the mess, but he 

gave the Rockies what they needed thereafter. He allowed only five hits, to go along with six strikeouts and only one walk. 

He recorded his 11th quality start of the season, one shy of tying his career high of 12 in 2016. 

Black gave Anderson the hook after six innings and 91 pitches, citing the tough weather conditions and feeling that 

Anderson was “out of gas” after Denard Span lined out to deep right field with two on base to close out the sixth. 

http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113234.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113208.html
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/carlos-gonzalez/
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“It was one of those things where conditions weren’t great and you’re fighting yourself a little bit, too,” said Anderson, who 

was pleased with his overall performance. 

Shaw’s redemption?  Right-handed reliever Bryan Shaw, who signed a three-year, $27 million deal in the offseason, 

appears to be making progress upon his return from a right calf injury that landed him on the disabled list. 

Shaw’s season has been a huge disappointment thus far, but he has pitched a bit better since coming off the DL. On 

Wednesday, he tossed a scoreless inning with two strikeouts and a walk in Colorado’s 19-2 win rout of Arizona. He said 

that game helped him regain some confidence. 

Sunday, he pitched two-thirds of an inning in the eighth, during a tie ballgame. Although he gave up two hits, both 

came  on routine groundballs, including one that bad-hopped season baseman DJ LeMahieu. 

“It’s building blocks. It’s steps,” Shaw said. “Having a good one last time, a good one today. We got the groundballs, got 

the ball down, got it where we wanted.” 
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Trevor Story’s walk-off homer powers Colorado Rockies to sweep of Seattle Mariners 
 
Patrick Saunders | The Denver Post | July 15, 2018 
 

Trevor Story will fly to his first All-Star Game via Cloud Nine. 

The shortstop launched a walk-off homer off Nick Vincent in the ninth inning on a rainy Sunday, propelling the red-hot 

Rockies to a 4-3 win over Seattle at Coors Field. It was the first walk-off homer of Story’s career — at any level — and he 

has been playing baseball since he was 5 years old. 

As dream moments go, this one topped the charts. 

 “It’s up there, for sure,” said Story, who will play in his first All-Star Game Tuesday night at Nationals Park in Washington. 

“It’s special because of the way we have been playing as a team lately. We are feeling good, and we are starting to get 

hot, and we’re playing the way we are capable of playing.” 

The victory gave Colorado (51-45) a three-game sweep as it won for the 10th time in 12 games. By winning at Coors for 

the 12th time in the last 15 games, the Rockies are finally back to .500 at home (23-23). They enter the break in third 

place in the National League West, two games behind the Dodgers and 1½ games behind Arizona. 

Story led off the ninth and fouled off three of Vincent’s pitches, working the count to 2-2, before he hammered Vincent’s 

88 mph cutter deep into the center-field seats. Story’s 20th home run of the season traveled 434 feet. 

“I saw that Vincent was warming up, and I know he’s tough, throwing his cutters and two-seamers,” Story said. “I wasn’t 

trying to do too much early, but then I started feeling more comfortable, and that (cutter) was a little bit more over the 

plate.” 

Fellow all-star Nolan Arenado wasn’t at all shocked to see Story don Superman’s cape. 

“It was awesome, and I felt very confident with him up there,” the third baseman said. “I just felt good with Story up in that 

situation. He’s looked so good up there at the plate lately. I always talk about him slowing down the situation, and he has 

been, so I knew that the moment wasn’t too big for him. He was ready.” 

Arenado, who is headed to his fourth consecutive All-Star Game — his second in a row as a starter — has mixed 

emotions about the Midsummer Classic interrupting the Rockies’ hottest stretch of their season. 

“I think as a group, we kind of wish we weren’t stopping now. We kind of wish we didn’t have a break,” he said. “But it’s 

going to be good for us to be rested and ready to go for the second half.” 

Before Story’s dramatic final chapter, this was a game of attrition. 

With usual late-game relievers Adam Ottavino and Wade Davis unavailable, manger Bud Black turned to right-

hander Scott Oberg, who got the final out of the eighth inning and then pitched a perfect ninth. 

http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113234.html
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player106570.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player114705.html
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 “(Oberg’s) maturation started earlier this year when we had to send him to the minor leagues,” manager Bud Black said. 

“There were some mandates for Scott before he came back — controlling the running game, and some mechanical 

things. For me, his pitch quality is much better.” 

The clubs traded punches in the seventh. Seattle scored a run off struggling left-hander Jake McGee, who had replaced 

starter Tyler Anderson, who, according to Black, was beginning to “run out of gas.” 

McGee immediately gave up a leadoff single to Guillermo Heredia, followed by a run-scoring single to Dee Gordon, who 

punched McGee’s 3-2 fastball into left for an opposite-field hit and a 3-2 Seattle lead. Colorado left fielder Gerardo Parra 

appeared to have a chance to throw out Heredia at the plate, but he got off a poor throw when the wet ball slipped in his 

hand. McGee’s ERA rose to 6.15. 

The Rockies, however, countered in the bottom of the frame on Ian Desmond’s triple to right field where Mitch Haniger 

slipped while running down the ball. Desmond scored on Chris Iannetta’s sacrifice fly to left. 

 

Trevor’s Time 

Rockies all-star shortstop Trevor Story is writing one of the best chapters of his career: 

• Hit the first walk-off home run of his career Sunday (20th homer of the season) 

• Extended his hitting streak to a career-high 10 games (hitting .439 during the streak) 

• 68 RBIs are tied with Nolan Arenado for team lead 

• Hitting .378 since June 8, best in the majors over that span 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player43654.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player113208.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player43796.html
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Rockies sweep Mariners on Story walk-off 
 
Drew Creasman | BSN Denver | July 15, 2018 
 

DENVER  – In his last contest before his first appearance at his first All-Star game, Colorado Rockies shortstop Trevor 

Story put a bow on top of his phenomenal first half by hitting the first walk-off home run of his career. 

In a back and forth affair that was regularly impacted by inclement weather, Story smashed his 20th home run of the 

season to deliver a 4-3 win and send his club into the break with a sweep of the Seattle Mariners. 

The game started with an eerie repeat of the first inning from the first game of the series. Dee Gordon reached on an 

infield single that just barely escaped the grasp of Trevor Story at short and then, with two strikes, Jean Segura perfectly 

executed the hit-and-run by shooting an inside pitch through the gap on the right side for a single that moved Gordon to 

third. 

The speedy second baseman was able to trot home on a third consecutive single, a soft liner to left off the bat of Mitch 

Haniger. Anderson was almost able to get out of it by getting Kyle Seager to ground into a force out and striking out Ryon 

Healy, but Denard Span delivered a two-out double into the left-center field gap to score Segura and put Seattle on top 2-

0. 

Anderson had three pitches in the inning that were inside the strike zone but called balls, adding to his frustrations. But he 

settled in immediately, retiring the next 14 in a row. 

Right after the conclusion of the first half-inning, the skies opened up and a steady rain persisted for the rest of the game. 

The moisture played to the Rockies benefit in the bottom of the third. DJ LeMahieu drew a two-out walked and was able to 

advance to third on a bloop single to center from Charlie Blackmon. Nolan Arenado then played his clutch card, ripping a 

hard grounder down the right side that Haniger was unable to field cleanly, allowing Blackmon to score the tying run all 

the way from first. 

The Mariners broke up Anderson’s stretch of perfection in the top of the sixth when a Haniger groundball skipped just 

underneath Trevor Story’s glove at shortstop for a single. He moved to third on a groundout from Seager before Anderson 

pitched carefully to Healy, walking him to put runners at first and third with two outs, bringing Span to the plate. 

The pesky player hit another well-struck line drive, but this one fell harmlessly into the glove of Carlos Gonzalez in right, 

stranding both runners and keeping the game tied at two runs apiece. 

Jake McGee came on in the seventh and gave up a single up the middle to Guillermo Heredia on the very first pitch he 

threw. David Frietas bunted him over to second but McGee was able to strike out a pinch-hitting Nelson Cruz to put 

himself an out away from escaping damage. He got Gordon to two strikes but the fantastic contact hitter was able to slice 
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a soft line drive into left field. An online throw from Gerardo Parra in left might have nailed the runner at the plate, but his 

throw was well off and the go-ahead run scored with ease. 

That lead didn’t last long, though. The Rockies came right back in the bottom of the seventh, getting a huge hustle triple 

from Ian Desmond with one out. Chris Iannetta followed with a screaming line drive to left that was knocked down by the 

heavy rain but still allowed Desmond to score the tying run. 

Bryan Shaw came into the newly-tied game and retired the first two he faced on a weak flyout to center and a broken-bat 

groundout to second but Healy was able to hit a hard grounder through the right side for a single. Span followed with a 

bouncer toward second that it looked like LeMahieu was on, but, perhaps somewhat due to the conditions of the field, he 

was unable to field the ball cleanly, allowing a second runner to reach base. 

Bud Black turned to Scott Oberg to try to escape the two-out jam and he did just that, getting a more typical easy 

grounder to second. 

Oberg stayed on to pitch a clean top of the ninth. Trevor Story did the rest. 

WHAT’S NEXT: 

It’s the All-Star break! Nolan Arenado, Charlie Blackmon, and Trevor Story will join manager Bud Black in Washington for 

the festivities. First pitch on Tuesday at 6:00 Eastern Time. 
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Rockies walk-off versus Mariners in style entering All-Star Break 
 
Aniello Piro | Mile High Sports | July 15, 2018 
 

Rockies walk-off winner, by All-Star Trevor Story, to end the first half of the season. Talk about a Story-book ending. 

The Colorado Rockies defeated the Seattle Mariners in walk-off fashion Sunday afternoon, 4-3. The series sweep pushed 

the Rockies record to six games over .500 heading into the break. 

Seattle got out to a quick start by scoring a pair of runs off of Rockies’ starting pitcher Tyler Anderson in the opening 

inning. Dee Gordon started the game by reaching base via an infield single which was followed by a base hit from Jean 

Segura. Mitch Hainger then hit an RBI single to left field, scoring a run. Later in the inning, Denard Span hit an RBI double 

to left-center field which put the Mariners on top 2-0. 

Outside of the two runs allowed in the first inning, Anderson was sharp on the mound for Colorado as he went on to work 

six innings, allowing two runs on five hits while striking out six batters and issuing a walk. 

The Rockies got on the board by manufacturing a pair of runs in the third inning. D.J. LeMahieu worked a two-out walk 

and then advanced to third base on a single hit by Charlie Blackmon. From there, Nolan Arenado hit a two-RBI single to 

right field which tied the game at two runs apiece. 

Seattle later added a run in the seventh inning off of Rockies’ relief pitcher Jake McGee when Gordon hit an RBI single to 

left field to push the Marlins ahead 3-2. 

The Rockies managed to answer in the bottom of the seventh inning after Ian Desmond hit a triple down the right-field line 

and later scored on a sacrifice fly hit from Chris Iannetta. 

From there, the tandem of Bryan Shaw and Scott Oberg were able to keep the game tied heading into the 9th inning 

where Colorado was able to snag the victory. 

With a 2-2 count in the ninth, Rockies shortstop Story, who was named to his first All-Star game this season, blasted a 

solo home run to center field to solidify the victory in walk-off fashion for Colorado, 4-3. It was the first career walk-off for 

Story at the big league level, and it bumped the Rockies’ record at home up to .500 on the season. 

The Rockies enter the All-Star break with a record of 51-45 and sit 1.5 back of the National League West division lead. 
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Colorado Rockies morning after: Why Sunday’s roster move could be big 
 
Kevin Henry | RoxPile | July 16, 2018 
 

Sunday was a big day for the Colorado Rockies. Heroics by All-Star shortstop Trevor Story in the ninth inning of 

Sunday’s walk-off win over the Seattle Mariners ensured a sweep of one of the American League’s top teams. It also gave 

the Rockies their 13th win in their last 16 games and pulled them within two games of both the top spot in the National 

League West and the second National League Wild Card spot. 

But there was something else big for the Rockies on Sunday that was easy to lose in the excitement surrounding the last 

game before the All-Star break. Something else that could pay dividends for a team that seems to be hitting on the right 

cylinders at the right time. 

On Sunday, the Rockies announced that Carlos Estevez had been activated from the 60-day disabled list and sent to 

Triple-A Albuquerque. Colorado opened a spot on the 40-man roster by outright optioning reliever Brooks Pounders to 

Albuquerque. 

The Rockies have been looking for a pitcher who can be “the bridge” between a rotation that has been dominant in its last 

15 starts, posting a 2.25 ERA, and a bullpen that was the subject of record spending in the offseason. It is possible that 

Estevez could serve in that capacity when he returns to the Rockies, likely later this month after some Triple-A outings. 

The 25-year-old right-hander has yet to pitch in a game situation this season after suffering a strained left oblique in spring 

training. However, he has plenty of big-league experience, including taking over as the team’s closer for a span in 2016 

and recording 11 saves. 

While Estevez has not pitched this season, it’s apparent from recent comments from Colorado manager Bud Black that he 

believes Estevez will be a key part of the Rockies bullpen as the season revs back up for its stretch run to the postseason. 

With Scott Oberg posting a 3-0 mark, 0.55 ERA and 0.80 WHIP in his last seven appearances, he and Estevez could 

potentially form a lethal combo of right-handed pitching to get the Rockies to Adam Ottavino and Wade Davis to close out 

a game. 

Could it even be that the Rockies won’t need to find another arm in the bullpen with Estevez coming back? Much 

like David Dahl’s coming return to the Colorado outfield, the Rockies could well be receiving key pieces that could boost 

the chances for a return to a second consecutive Rocktober … and doing it without having to give up any prospects in a 

trade. 

If Estevez can return and truly be “a seventh-inning guy” who can preserve a Rockies lead, Sunday’s announcement will 

eventually be much, much bigger than the pop it received on a very busy day before the All-Star break. 

https://roxpile.com/analysis/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/storytr01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.mlb.com/rockies/news/trevor-story-smacks-walk-off-home-run/c-285992686
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/e/estevca01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/p/poundbr01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://roxpile.com/2018/06/19/colorado-rockies-injury-update-carlos-estevez-talks-of-his-return/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=blackbu02,blackbu01&search=Bud+Black&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/obergsc01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/ottavad01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/daviswa01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/dahlda01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Colorado Rockies’ Trevor Story nails a walk-off homer for a sweep 
 
Jake Shapiro | RoxPile | July 15, 2018 
 

DENVER – The Colorado Rockies have now won 13 of their last 16 games behind a 4-3 win on Sunday to sweep the 

Seattle Mariners. 

In a tight, back and forth game that was plagued by rain throughout, the Rockies battled from behind twice to tie it. That 

led All-Star Trevor Story to an at-bat in the ninth against Nick Vincent. 

The Colorado shortstop will be making his first appearance at a midsummer classic on Tuesday. But before he got to 

D.C., he did something he’s never done in his baseball career at any level including tee-ball. 

Story took a flat-fastball and drove it 434 feet to dead center. 

All-Star Trevor Story's first career walk-off home run and it completes the sweep of Seattle. The Rockies have won 13-of-

16 headed to the break and are a season high six games above .500. (KOA call) 

“That was a cutter that didn’t get away from Trev and he left it up over the plate,” Bud Black said. “Trev squared it up… 

great swing.” 

Trevor Story is now slashing .292/.354/.552 on the year with 20 HRs and 68 RBI. His unbelievable first half has seen him 

become one of the best hitters in baseball the past six weeks, which only moonlights his Gold Glove caliber defense. 

“I knew I was leading off and I saw (Nick) Vincent warming up and I wasn’t trying to do too much,” Story said. “Then I saw 

a few more pitches and I felt more comfortable.” 

“It was incredible that’s the first time I hit a walk-off home run.” 

For two-straight seasons, the Rockies have finished their first half on a high. Last year it, was Kyle Freeland tossing 8 1/3 

innings of no-hit ball at Coors Field against the Chicago White Sox before allowing a single to left field by Melky 

Cabrera on his 126th pitch of the afternoon in the Rockies’ 10-0 win. 

This afternoon, it was Story with a solo shot to keep the club’s hot stretch hot heading into the All-Star break. 

The Rockies are two games back of a playoff spot both in the division and in the Wildcard. 

The second half will be a fight between L.A., Arizona and Colorado for the division and possibly a Wildcard spot. 

The walkoff also improves the Rockies record in the month of July to 10-3. The Rockies are also averaging more than six 

runs a game in July compared to allowing just 2.77 runs per game. 

Story will be joined by two other teammates: third baseman Nolan Arenado and center fielder Charlie Blackmon at the All-

Star game this week in Washington, D.C.. 

 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/storytr01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/v/vinceni01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=blackbu02,blackbu01&search=Bud+Black&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/f/freelky01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/c/cabreme01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/c/cabreme01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/arenano01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/blackch02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Rockies 4, Mariners 3: Trevor Story hits walk-off home run 
It’s a sweep heading into the All-Star Break! 
 
Jake Shapiro | RoxPile | July 15, 2018 
 

It’s a sweep! 

The Rockies beat the Mariners 4-3 Sunday afternoon, thanks to a walk-off home run by Trevor Story. This dramatic win 

capped off a three-game sweep against the Mariners — who, by the way, are a really good team. The Rockies will head 

into the All-Star Break flying high. They’ve won five consecutive games and 13 of their last 16. 

Baseball vs. the elements 

There was a steady rain throughout most of the game, and it definitely played a role in the game. Scoring plays in the third 

and seventh alternately helped the Rockies and Mariners. The rain led Mitch Haniger to bobble one play and fall down 

during another, and it probably played a role in Gerardo Parra’s weak and off-center throw home in the seventh — a play 

that any reasonably tossed ball would have cut down Guillermo Heredia. It affected both teams, and they played through. 

There will be no need to look up mutual days off for these interleague competitors. 

Relief help 

Scott Oberg came through in a big way for the Rockies. With Adam Ottavino and Wade Davisunavailable, Oberg entered 

the game with the game tied and runners on in the eighth. He was able to record the final out and keep the Mariners off 

the board in the ninth. That set up the Rockies nicely in the ninth, as they just needed a single run to win the game and 

finish off the sweep. 

Up next 

It’s the All-Star Break! Nolan Arenado, Trevor Story, and Charlie Blackmon will be headed to Washington, D.C. to 

represent the National League on Tuesday. The Rockies return to play on Friday with a weekend series at Arizona. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/seattle-mariners
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/190283/trevor-story
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/191045/mitch-haniger
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/31904/gerardo-parra
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/244744/scott-oberg
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/31728/wade-davis
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/255376/scott-oberg
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/130000/nolan-arenado
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302014/trevor-story
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19 
 

Washington’s living all-stars 
Where are they now? A look back at every living player who has represented Washington as an MLB all-star 
 
Dave Sheinin | The Washington Post | July 13, 2018 
 

Entering 2018, there were 25 living humans who had represented Washington as selections for Major League Baseball’s 

All-Star Game, according to data from Baseball-Reference.com. (Sean Doolittle made it 26 this season when he made 

this year’s all-star roster.) The group of 25 ranges in age from 25-year-old Bryce Harper, now a six-time all-star for the 

Nationals, up to 97-year-old Eddie Robinson, an all-star for the Washington Senators in 1949, who still follows the game 

from his home in Fort Worth; and in stature from 6-foot-7 Frank “The Washington Monument” Howard, who made four 

straight all-star teams for the Senators between 1968 and 1971, down to 5-11 lefty Pete Richert, who earned back-to-back 

all-star nods in 1965 and 1966. They are the living links to Washington’s all-star history, and these are their stories and 

memories. 

   

   

ORIGINAL SENATORS 

   

Eddie Robinson 

Senators all-star 1949 • age 97 • Fort Worth 

FORT WORTH — Eddie Robinson’s mind is a museum — a living, breathing history of baseball — and you are a 

fortunate soul if you are invited inside for a spell. At 97 years old, his recall is remarkable, his body sturdy. After he fetches 

you a cup of coffee, moving like a man 30 years younger, it is story time. Try to keep up. The names alone might blow 

your mind. 

“I have a pretty good memory, knock on wood,” he said, rapping his forehead, still covered with a thick shock of white hair. 

“Sixty-five years in the game. My first year was 1939, Valdosta, Ga. I can name you players off that team.” 

Maybe later. But first, the boldfaced names. 

To wit: He shared a locker room with Bob Feller, a lineup with Mickey Mantle and an infield with Billy Martin. He faced Red 

Ruffing, who had faced Ty Cobb. He had Rogers Hornsby as a batting coach. He drove in Joe DiMaggio in an All-Star 

Game. He singled off Warren Spahn to bring home the winning run of a World Series. He caught a ceremonial first pitch 

from President Harry Truman. He batted against Satchel Paige 20 times and never struck out. He was traded for Early 

Wynn. As a minor leaguer, he beat out Jackie Robinson for an MVP award. 

Read more 
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Dean Stone 

Senators all-star 1954 • age 87 • Silvis, Ill. 

Even 64 years later, it remains one of the quirkiest bits of All-Star Game trivia: What pitcher earned the win in an All-Star 

Game without officially facing a batter? The answer: Dean Stone, left-hander of the Senators, in 1954. 

It was the top of eighth inning, 69,751 in the stands at Cleveland Stadium, the American League trailing by a run. Duke 

Snider was at the plate. Alvin Dark was on first, Red Schoendienst on third. Stan Musial was on deck. Yogi Berra was 

behind the plate, calling pitches. 

Suddenly, Schoendienst took off — an attempted steal of home. But Stone, 23 at the time, fired home, Berra applied the 

tag, and the inning was over. Leo Durocher, coaching third base for the National League, screamed that Stone had 

balked, but the umpire disagreed and the out call stood. 

And when, in the bottom half of the inning, Larry Doby homered and Mickey Mantle singled and scored the go-ahead run 

on Nellie Fox’s single, the AL had taken the lead. And Stone became the pitcher of record. It remains the only time in all-

star history a pitcher earned the win without officially facing a batter. 

Now 87, he lives in a nursing home near his hometown of Silvis, Ill. 

   

Pedro Ramos 

Senators all-star 1959 • age 83 • Miami 

Warming up in the bullpen in the ninth inning of the 1959 All-Star Game at Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, Senators 

right-handed pitcher Pedro Ramos, for the first and only time in his life, found himself wishing failure upon a teammate. If 

Cleveland right-hander Cal McLish stumbled, Ramos would be the American League’s next pitcher. 

But McLish, protecting a slim lead, escaped a two-on, no-out jam with three straight outs, and Ramos’s one and only 

chance to pitch in an All-Star Game evaporated. 

“I’ve never hoped a pitcher gets bombed before,” recalled Ramos, who had made the all-star team after Senators 

teammate Camilo Pascual withdrew with an injury. “But I would have liked to have pitched in the All-Star Game, even if it’s 

just for one hitter.” 

Instead, Ramos had to settle for a lifetime of memories of sharing a clubhouse with the likes of Ted Williams, Mickey 

Mantle and Yogi Berra. 

“It was a great feeling to be selected,” said Ramos, 83, now living in Miami. “My favorite player was Mickey Mantle, and I 

also really liked Rocky Colavito. So it was great that we were all together. I will always remember that.” 
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Camilo Pascual 

Senators all-star 1959 and 1960 • age 84 • Miami 

Camilo Pascual, the great Cuban right-hander, may have been the best pitcher in Senators history since Walter Johnson 

himself, but he never got the chance to represent the city in an All-Star Game. Selected in both 1959 and 1960, he had to 

pull out each time with a sore arm. 

“Something was always wrong with my arm,” he said. “My timing was terrible.” 

Pascual, whose signature curveball was once lauded by Ted Williams as the best in the league, would go on to be named 

an all-star again in 1961, 1962 and 1964, but by that point the franchise had moved from Washington to Minneapolis. 

When he finally appeared in an All-Star Game, in 1961, he did so as a Twin. 

“When we moved to Minnesota, I was kind of sad,” Pascual said. “I loved Washington. I started there in 1954. I know we 

didn’t have good crowds, but I always enjoyed it.” 

Now 84 and living in Miami, Pascual only recently retired from a 30-year career as a scout. He ranks alongside the likes of 

Luis Tiant, Adolfo Luque and Mike Cuellar on the list of the greatest Cuban pitchers in history. 

   

     

EXPANSION SENATORS 

   

Dave Stenhouse 

Senators all-star 1962 • age 84 • Cranston, R.I. 

Dave Stenhouse, rookie pitcher for the Senators, was stretching in the outfield before the 1962 All-Star Game at D.C. 

Stadium, when he looked around and shuddered at what he saw. “Mantle, Mays, Musial,” Stenhouse recalled. “I’m 

thinking, ‘What am I doing here?’ I had to shake myself. . . . I spent the whole game in the bullpen trying to hide from the 

phone.” 

Luckily for Stenhouse, baseball held two All-Star Games in those days, and while he didn’t get to pitch in front of the home 

fans in the first of them, he started the second one, at Wrigley Field — making history as the first rookie pitcher to start an 

All-Star Game. 

“When we got on the players’ bus to go to the ballpark that morning, I hear, ‘Hey, Stenny. You here? You’re starting 

today,’ ” Stenhouse recalled. “I almost fell out of my seat.” 
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In two innings of work, he allowed a single to Willie Mays and a walk to Orlando Cepeda, but he also retired Roberto 

Clemente twice, once on a strikeout. “Just walking to the mound,” he said, “was a career highlight.” 

An arm injury that September ended his season and contributed to his swift plummet out of the majors in 1964. Now 84, 

he lives in Cranston, R.I. 

“At my age, you start looking back,” he said. “And when you did some things that were pretty good, you acknowledge it. 

And I can say: That was pretty damn good.” 

   

Don Leppert 

Senators all-star 1963 • age 86 • Naples, Fla. 

There’s a good reason Don Leppert has few memories of the 1963 All-Star Game at Cleveland Stadium: He didn’t appear 

in it, spending the entire game down in the American League bullpen as the team’s third catcher — behind starter Earl 

Battey and backup Elston Howard — nursing a foot injury that had cropped up around June. 

“I can always say I was an all-star,” Leppert said. “But I can’t prove I played in the game.” 

Leppert’s four-year big league career was remarkably undistinguished, save for the sizzling start to his 1963 season — 

including an April in which he hit .326 with three homers and only one strikeout all month — and the resulting all-star 

berth. 

Now 86 and retired in Naples, Fla., he said he has few mementos of the All-Star Game he watched but didn’t play in. 

“There was an autographed ball and a few pictures. Somewhere around here I have that stuff,” he said. “The kids and the 

grandkids managed to get away with a lot of that stuff.” 

   

Pete Richert 

Senators all-star 1965 and 1966 • age 78 • Rancho Mirage, Calif. 

To say Pete Richert of the Senators pitched two scoreless innings in the 1965 All-Star Game, the first of his two all-star 

appearances, would be accurate — but it conveys only a fraction of the story. 

The six batters he retired? Maury Wills, Cookie Rojas, Willie Mays, Hank Aaron, Willie Stargell and Joe Torre. In order, 

that’s the 1962 National League MVP; a five-time all-star; three Hall of Fame sluggers with a combined 1,890 home runs; 

and a nine-time all-star who went on to be a Hall of Fame manager. 

“That’s a pretty good bunch right there,” Richert said. 

Of all of them, the Mays at-bat stands out. “Got him to a 1-1 count,” Richert said, “and Earl Battey, the catcher, called for a 

change-up, which I thought was a great pitch. Willie swung so hard he fell down. I embarrassed Willie, in a way. And then 
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I struck him out on a fastball inside. It just worked out great — great call from the catcher. I didn’t have to shake to it, so 

there was no chance for Willie to even think I might throw anything strange.” 

Now 78, he is retired and living in Rancho Mirage, Calif., where he spends most days playing golf. 

“It was special to be around those guys,” he said. “It was the top of the game at the time. It’s something you can always 

say: ‘I pitched in two All-Star Games.’ ” 

   

 

Frank Howard 

Senators all-star 1968, 1969, 1970, 1971 • age 81 • Aldie, Va. 

In the video, he is bare-armed and barehanded, wearing neither long sleeves nor batting gloves. What he is wearing is a 

white “Senators” jersey, number 33, its seams stretching against his massive shoulders as he waggles 37 ounces of 

lumber. He is wearing spectacles. As the ball leaves his bat, headed skyward, the catcher and umpire both rise out of 

their crouches, but both are still dwarfed by the towering, uncoiling form of Frank Howard, who sets his bat down in the 

dirt and begins to run around the bases. 

This was as good as baseball got in Washington in the late 1960s: an All-Star Game at RFK Stadium, July 23, 1969, and 

hometown star Frank “Hondo” “The Capital Punisher” “The Washington Monument” Howard — a player so great and so 

large (6-7, 255 pounds), he needed three nicknames — smashing a home run into the upper deck in right-center against 

St. Louis Cardinals great Steve Carlton. The crowd, much of it wearing short-sleeved dress shirts and ties, going nuts. 

“A 2-0 count, and he threw me a fastball,” Howard recalled recently of the blast against Carlton. “He could’ve gotten a 

curve over, or a slider over. He was one of the best. Great baseball acumen. Big heart. Tremendous stuff. But he threw 

me a fastball.” 

As it happened, that was the last All-Star Game that Washington would see for 49 years, until Tuesday night at Nationals 

Park — a yawning gap in time in which 27 other cities hosted baseball’s Midsummer Classic. 

Read more 

   

Darold Knowles 

Senators all-star 1969 • age 76 • Dunedin, Fla. 

It was great pitching that made Darold Knowles an all-star in 1969 for the Senators. But it was great fortune that made him 

an all-star in the last year the game would ever be held at RFK Stadium in Washington. Despite the presence of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=24&v=dsq_3ZiVLl8
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superstars such as Hank Aaron, Frank Robinson and Ernie Banks, the biggest ovations of the day were reserved for 

Senators representatives Frank Howard and Knowles. 

“I expected [it for] Frank,” Knowles said. “But for me? I was very appreciative. It was one of loudest I’ve ever gotten. And 

when I came in the game, they did it again.” 

Knowles mostly kept to himself amid all those superstars. “I was just glad to be there. I don’t remember even talking to 

any of those guys,” he said. “It was just a glorious notch in my belt — ‘Man, I made an all-star team.’ ” He retired the only 

two batters he faced — Matty Alou and Don Kessinger — stranding a runner at third with Aaron on deck. 

Now 76, he still works as a pitching coach at the Toronto Blue Jays’ rehabilitation facility in Dunedin, Fla. 

“The ovations,” he said, “and the fact I got to pitch in the game — I can always take that away.” 

          

MODERN NATIONALS: 2005-2011 

   

Livan Hernandez 

Nationals all-star 2005 • age 43 • Miami 

At the very moment he jogged in from the bullpen at Detroit’s Comerica Park and entered the 2005 All-Star Game in the 

bottom of the fourth, relieving Houston’s Roy Oswalt, Livan Hernandez became the first player to represent Washington in 

an All-Star Game in 34 years — a fact that wasn’t lost on him at the time. 

“People care about sports in D.C.,” he said. “The fans are incredible. And to be the first to represent the Nationals in the 

All-Star Game, that’s a great memory. That’s something you don’t forget.” 

Hernandez, who was also an all-star in 2004 in the franchise’s final year in Montreal, holds a special place in Nationals 

history, starting the team’s first game, April 4, 2005, in Philadelphia, and again 10 days later in its first home game at RFK 

Stadium. Though most of his team records have been eclipsed, the 2461 /3 innings he threw in 2005 remain the most of 

any pitcher since the Nationals’ move to D.C. 

“The most important thing was representing Washington and being part of the Washington Nationals,” said Hernandez, 

now 43 and living in Miami. “That’s always made me happy. That’s a first-class organization, and I loved being there.” 

   

Chad Cordero 

Nationals all-star 2005 • age 36 • Greeneville, Tenn. 
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In the top of the eighth inning of the 2005 All-Star Game at Detroit’s Comerica Park, National League Manager Tony La 

Russa called down to his bullpen and asked to speak to Chad Cordero. “Do you want to get the last out of the eighth?” he 

asked. 

“I told him, ‘I don’t know if I’ll ever get this chance again,’ ” Cordero recalled. “ ‘So heck yeah.’ When they called for me, I 

started running in with my head down, and I realized I was going more towards the dugout than to the mound, so I tried to 

reverse course and almost tripped. That’s how excited I was.” 

Cordero never was an all-star again. But he will always have 2005. It was both the first season of baseball in the nation’s 

capital since 1971 and a year in which Cordero, then 23 and just two years out of college, could do almost no wrong: 47 

saves, a 1.82 ERA and an all-star berth. 

“It was everything I could’ve ever wanted in my career,” said Cordero, 36, now the pitching coach for the rookie-level 

Greeneville (Tenn.) Reds. “Walking in that clubhouse and seeing my jersey hanging next to Jake Peavy’s, sitting across 

from John Smoltz, seeing Mariano [Rivera] on the other side, and [Derek] Jeter. I couldn’t believe I was actually there. 

Watching [Roger] Clemens in the bullpen before he entered — I was like, ‘Holy crap, this is freaking awesome.’ ” 

   

Alfonso Soriano 

Nationals all-star 2006 • age 42 • Tampa 

Alfonso Soriano was only a Washington National for one season, 2006, but what a tumultuous and meteoric season it 

was. With 46 homers, 95 RBI and a .911 OPS, it stands as the best season for any Nationals hitter in the RFK Stadium 

era (2005-07), and the home run total remains a franchise record. 

At one point, just getting Soriano on the field in a Nationals jersey — let alone seeing him wear one in an All-Star Game 

— seemed difficult enough. Acquired via trade in December 2005, Soriano, an established second baseman, initially 

balked at the team’s plan to play him in left field. But he eventually relented, and by July, after smashing 27 homers in the 

first half, he had been voted into the starting lineup for the All-Star Game at Pittsburgh’s PNC Park. 

More drama would follow, as the Nationals explored various options to trade Soriano ahead of the July 31 deadline before 

ultimately deciding to hold onto him. That winter, Soriano signed a $136 million contract with the Chicago Cubs, with the 

Nationals receiving two compensatory draft picks — one of which they used to select pitcher Jordan Zimmermann, himself 

a two-time all-star for the franchise. 

   

Dmitri Young 

Nationals all-star 2007; age 44; Florida and California 
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The call came in to Dmitri Young’s cellphone one July day in 2007. On the other end was Jim Bowden, at the time the 

Nationals general manager. He was calling to tell Young, then 33, he had made the National League all-star team. 

“I got real choked up,” Young recalled, “because at that exact time the year before, I wasn’t in a good place in life. And 

now I’d come full circle.” 

The second chance the Nationals had given Young in spring 2007 — after his career had fallen apart amid divorce, 

alcohol and substance abuse, a domestic violence charge, ballooning weight and a stint in rehab — would transform his 

life. By the end of that season, Young had hit a career-best .320, earned NL comeback player of the year honors and 

made his second all-star team. 

“It was a whole lot of saving face,” said Young, now 44, who since retiring as a player has dabbled in coaching and 

broadcasting, working to expand the sport’s reach in the African American community. “I was actually batting my weight. 

. . . For me, it was a case of proving what you can do when you have positive thoughts in your head.” 

   

Cristian Guzman 

Nationals all-star 2008 • age 40 • Dominican Republic 

Even among all the forgettable teams during the Nationals’ lean years, the 2008 team — the one that inaugurated 

Nationals Park — is on a different level. Odalis Perez was the Opening Day starter. Wily Mo Pena, Ryan Langerhans, 

Rob Mackowiak and Paul Lo Duca all started games in left field. They lost 102 games, including 36 by five runs or more. 

But every team must be represented at the All-Star Game, and so there was Nationals shortstop Cristian Guzman, at 

Yankee Stadium, entering as a pinch runner in the top of the ninth inning of a tie game and promptly getting caught 

stealing to end the inning. He stayed in the game at third base — a position he had never before played as a professional 

— and went 0 for 3 as the NL lost in 15 innings. 

“It was great because it was at Yankee Stadium and it was always fun to play there,” said Guzman, a second-time all-star 

who would finish fourth in the league that year in both hits (183) and batting average (.316). 

Now 40, he runs a youth baseball program in his native Dominican Republic. 

“I was really young when I made my first All-Star Game [in 2001] with Minnesota,” he said, “so I could appreciate the 

experience and opportunity.” 

   

Ryan Zimmerman 

Nationals all-star 2009 and 2017 • age 33 • currently plays for Washington 
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Two all-star appearances eight years apart can go a long way toward giving a man a sense of perspective. At the time of 

his first one, in 2009, Ryan Zimmerman was more or less a kid, just 24 years old, four years removed from the University 

of Virginia and widely regarded as one of the best young third basemen in the game. 

The second time, in 2017, he was 32 and married, a big leaguer for 13 seasons. Shoulder injuries and throwing issues 

had forced him to move across the diamond to first base. Back at the All-Star Game after eight years, he tried to be more 

aware and more cognizant of soaking in the experience. 

“In 2009, being a young guy, four years into my career, I just didn’t want to get in the way,” he recalled. “I didn’t know 

many of the guys. I just wanted to basically not be seen, not be heard. Compare that to 2017, and being 13, 14 years into 

the league, and having relationships with most of the people on the team — it was just a completely different experience. I 

don’t want to say one was better. They were both obviously awesome. But the second one I was a little more 

comfortable.” 

   

Matt Capps 

Nationals all-star 2010 • age 34 • Atlanta 

Matt Capps had barely taken his place in the National League’s dugout at the end of the sixth inning of the 2010 All-Star 

Game in Anaheim when the NL suddenly seized the lead and the Nationals’ closer realized: “Holy cow. You could vulture 

this thing.” 

And “vulture” it — to use the baseball phrase for earning a win with minimal contribution — Capps did. He retired only one 

batter but became the winning pitcher when the NL took the lead and held on. 

Capps wasn’t expecting to pitch at all. Ace Roy Halladay was in the game to start the sixth and was scheduled to throw 

the entire inning, with Capps warming up as a precaution. But suddenly Halladay was on the ropes and Capps was being 

summoned. 

“I was halfheartedly throwing and just looking around, trying to soak it in,” he recalled. “I hadn’t even got the catcher down 

[in a crouch] yet. I said, ‘Oh, crap.’ I tried to get as many throws in as I could — just rapid-fire, all fastballs, maybe six or 

seven pitches — then ran to the mound.” 

After striking out David Ortiz to end the threat, Capps got a grateful hug and a high-five from Halladay. 

“To have that recognition as being one of the best, there was a sense of pride there,” Capps, now retired at 34 and living 

outside of Atlanta, said of his lone all-star appearance. “I can honestly say this was a big part of my journey.” 

   

Tyler Clippard 
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Nationals all-star 2011 and 2014 • age 33 • currently plays for Toronto Blue Jays 

On July 12, 2011, at Arizona’s Chase Field, Nationals setup man Tyler Clippard upheld one of the great traditions of the 

All-Star Game: a “vultured” win by a Washington pitcher. Just as Dean Stone had done in 1954 and Matt Capps again in 

2010, Clippard entered with the game up for grabs, made a minimal contribution on the mound and yet emerged as the 

winning pitcher. 

“It was definitely a vulture,” Clippard said of his win in the National League’s 5-1 victory. “The guys were razzing me about 

it after the game.” 

Clippard earned his win without retiring a batter. Entering in the fourth inning with the NL trailing 1-0, he gave up a sharp 

single to Adrian Beltre but was bailed out by a strong throw home from left fielder Hunter Pence to nail the lead runner. 

When the NL took the lead the next half-inning, Clippard became the pitcher of record. 

An all-star again in 2014, he is proud of having blazed a trail as one of the first setup men to be named an all-star. “It was 

still a rarity for someone like me to make an all-star team,” said Clippard, now pitching for Toronto, “so I like to think I was 

in that first wave of bullpen guys who weren’t closers.” 

          

MODERN NATIONALS: 2012-PRESENT 

   

Gio Gonzalez 

Nationals all-star 2012 • age 32 • currently plays for Washington 

Having arrived in Washington ahead of the 2012 season, lefty Gio Gonzalez missed the dark days when the Nationals 

would invariably place just one representative on the National League all-star team — which was the case in every year 

from 2006 to 2011, years in which the team averaged 93 losses per season. 

In 2012, after a dazzling first half (12-3, 2.92 ERA), Gonzalez was picked to the NL squad — his second appearance, 

following 2011 with Oakland — along with three other Nationals teammates. After tossing a 1-2-3 third inning that night at 

Kansas City’s Kauffman Stadium, capped by a groundout by future Hall of Famer Derek Jeter, he turned the ball over to a 

Nationals teammate, Stephen Strasburg. 

“With the number of guys we had on the team, I really felt like I was a part of something special,” Gonzalez said. 

While Gonzalez hasn’t been an all-star again, the Nationals have sent multiple representatives to every All-Star Game 

since, topped by the five players they had selected in 2016 and 2017 — a wave that started in 2012. 

“Four or five guys every year,” he said. “We stack ’em up pretty good around here.” 
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Ian Desmond 

Nationals all-star 2012 • age 32 • currently plays for Colorado Rockies 

In July 2012, Nationals shortstop and first-time all-star selectee Ian Desmond faced a tough decision: attend the 2012 All-

Star Game at Kansas City’s Kauffman Stadium or stay home and give his strained oblique muscle a chance to heal for the 

second half. 

Ultimately, Desmond chose rest. “I felt those three days were important for my recovery,” he recalled. “I thought staying 

home was the responsible move to make as a teammate. I had to pass it up. . . . It was always my goal to make the 

postseason and ultimately win a World Series. The individual stuff, I appreciate and respect it. But it doesn’t mean as 

much as winning.” 

As a top Nationals prospect in the franchise’s early days in Washington, a stalwart on the 2012 and 2014 division champs 

and now as a first baseman/outfielder for the Colorado Rockies, Desmond, 32, has witnessed D.C.’s growth as a baseball 

town and takes a measure of satisfaction in having helped pushed it along. 

“I remember the first exhibition game at RFK Stadium [in March 2005]. There was so much excitement in that town,” he 

said. “I vividly remember the stands bouncing. And now, to see the stands packed there every night, and the team a 

perennial playoff team — I’m honored to say I played a very small part in it.” 

   

Bryce Harper 

Nationals all-star 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 • age 25 • currently plays for Washington 

On July 7, 2012, Miami’s Giancarlo Stanton withdrew from consideration for the National League all-star team because of 

a knee injury, and a small bit of history was about to be made. 

Stanton’s replacement was Bryce Harper, the 19-year-old outfielder of the Nationals, who three days later would become 

the youngest position player ever to appear in an All-Star Game. He would go 0 for 1 with a walk and a strikeout and 

would lose a ball in the lights that fell for a single as the NL won, 8-0. 

It would be the start of a long relationship between Harper and the All-Star Game, with this year’s appearance in 

Washington marking his sixth in seven big league seasons — passing Senators first baseman Mickey Vernon (1946, 

1948, 1953, 1954 and 1955) for the most by a Washington player. Harper missed only 2014, when thumb surgery cost 

him all of May and most of June. 

And this time he has vowed to participate in the Home Run Derby, which he has skipped each time since 2013, when — 

with his father, Ron, throwing to him — he narrowly lost to Yoenis Cespedes. 
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“I think that’s the coolest thing,” he said. “Having my dad in the clubhouse [and] seeing all the all-stars and being able to 

have conversations with a lot of guys you’re not able to during the year.” 

 

Stephen Strasburg 

Nationals all-star 2012, 2016 and 2017 • age 29 • currently plays for Washington 

Even for someone who came into the big leagues with so much hype that it acquired its own holiday designation — 

“Strasmas” — the star power Nationals right-hander Stephen Strasburg encountered and stared down at his first All-Star 

Game, in 2012, was worthy of multiple exclamation points. 

“I had to face [Robinson] Cano, [Josh] Hamilton, [Jose] Bautista and [Prince] Fielder!!” Strasburg tweeted after his 

scoreless one-inning appearance at Kansas City’s Kauffman Stadium. “Pretty insane!” 

Recalling it recently, he said he was “in awe” of everyone around him. “That was Chipper’s [Jones] last All-Star Game, so 

that definitely stood out,” he said. 

No one would have believed it at the time — given Strasburg’s pedigree and talent — but that 2012 appearance, in his 

first full season back from 2010 elbow surgery, would be the last time he has pitched in an All-Star Game. Though he 

made the National League’s roster two other times, in 2016 and 2017, he wouldn’t pitch in either because of injury and 

usage concerns. 

“There are a lot of unknowns,” he said. “All you can focus on is the work you put in, and whatever happens from there is 

out of your control. But it always feels good to be thought of as one of the best in the league.” 

   

Jordan Zimmermann 

Nationals all-star 2013 and 2014 • age 32 • currently plays for Detroit Tigers 

Anyone who has spent time around former Nationals pitcher Jordan Zimmermann knows that among the things he cannot 

stand are incessant hype, crowds of people and constant demands on his time. With that in mind, the worst possible place 

for him on July 16, 2013, may have been New York’s Citi Field — especially given the fact he was unable to pitch in that 

night’s All-Star Game because of a shoulder injury. 

“I don’t really enjoy New York anyway,” said Zimmermann, 32, now with the Detroit Tigers. “It has too many people and 

too much traffic. But being my first All-Star Game, I had to experience it. I was trying to soak it in and enjoy it. Being 

around all the other guys, the best players in the game, is something that was really cool for me. But it was just a hectic 

few days.” 
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A year later, Zimmermann was again selected to the National League all-star team but again couldn’t pitch because of 

injury. This time, rather than go to Minneapolis for the game, he stayed home. 

Zimmermann still regards the two all-star selections as among the highest honors in his career, and he hopes he gets 

another chance to make it back to one — and pitch in it this time. 

“It’s definitely a great honor,” he said, “and something I’ll keep with me for the rest of my life.” 

   

 

Max Scherzer 

Nationals all-star 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 • age 33 • currently plays for Washington 

Max Scherzer was the American League’s starting pitcher in the first All-Star Game he ever played in — 2013, as a 

member of the Detroit Tigers — so there were few subsequent all-star experiences that could ever match the impact of his 

initial one. 

But Scherzer may have found one in 2017 at Miami’s Marlins Park. He earned the second all-star starting assignment of 

his career, this time as a National, opposing Boston’s Chris Sale and flanked by three teammates — Ryan Zimmerman, 

Daniel Murphy and Bryce Harper — who were also named as starters. Scherzer worked one inning, retiring Jose Altuve, 

Aaron Judge and George Springer, the last two via strikeouts. 

“The first time I made the all-star team and started, with Detroit, it was such an unbelievable experience,” he said. “But 

starting in Miami and going against Sale, that sure ranks up there, as well.” 

Halfway through his seven-year, $210 million Nationals contract, Scherzer has four all-star berths in four chances. 

“It’s about coming into a new league and trying to show you’re one of the best in the league,” he said. “To do it [four] 

consecutive years, it’s a credit to the training staff for keeping me healthy, and my teammates for playing their butts off. 

And it’s about trying to evolve as a pitcher and continue to get better.” 

   

Wilson Ramos 

Nationals all-star 2016 • age 30 • currently plays for Tampa Bay Rays 

The 2016 season was a bittersweet one for Wilson Ramos, then a catcher for the Nationals. He enjoyed his finest season 

as a big leaguer, highlighted by his first all-star berth, but a torn knee ligament ended his season in September just before 

the playoffs were to start. 
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The Nationals’ all-star contingent in 2016 was a large one — along with Ramos, Bryce Harper, Stephen Strasburg, Daniel 

Murphy and Max Scherzer all made it — a fact that sticks out in Ramos’s mind as a cherished memory. In the game itself, 

Ramos caught three innings — including a 1-2-3 sixth from Scherzer. 

“Five guys — that was amazing,” he said. “We deserved that honor.” 

Before Game 1 of the National League Division Series, he limped to the mound to throw out the ceremonial first pitch — 

the extent of his contribution that October and his last act as a member of the Nationals. That winter, he departed via free 

agency to the Tampa Bay Rays, with whom he made a second all-star team this year. 

“It’s a very special thing, being in the clubhouse with a lot of great players,” he said. “It’s not easy to make an all-star 

team, and when you do you feel like you’re part of that group. You made it.” 

 

Daniel Murphy 

Nationals all-star 2016 and 2017 • age 33 • currently plays for Washington 

Daniel Murphy’s all-star experiences have mirrored the trajectory of his career. As a first-timer in 2014 for the New York 

Mets, he had to wait until the eighth inning for a pinch-hit appearance, striking out against Fernando Rodney. In 2016, at 

the start of a late-blooming renaissance with the Nationals, he entered midgame and got three at-bats, collecting a pair of 

singles. 

And by 2017, he was voted in as a starter via fan balloting, going 1 for 2 with a single off American League starter Chris 

Sale. 

“Getting to start for the first time was a nice touch,” Murphy said, “but just being there is humbling to begin with.” 

In 2014, Murphy went to Minnesota’s Target Field as the Mets’ only representative. But in both 2016 and 2017 with the 

Nationals he was part of five-man contingents — and in the latter case that included four starters, the most of any 

franchise that year. 

“One of the coolest things was going along with multiple teammates,” Murphy said. “After being the only representative 

from the Mets, I thought it was great to be able to go with so many teammates and for our families to be able to share the 

experience together.” 
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Statistically Speak: How the Rockies Rank at the Break 
 
Tracy Ringolsby | Inside the Seams | July 16, 2018 
 

The Rockies find themselves at the All-Star Break with the fifth best winning percentage in franchise history at the Break. 

They are second in frahcise history with 51 wins, but they have played 96 games, one shy of the club's most games ever 

at an All-Star break set in 2003.  

For all their problems early, the club ERA of 4.68 is the seventh best in franchise history at the All-Star Break. The 

Rockies had a 4.05 ERA at the All-Star Break in 2010, the lowest in franchise history. 

Meanwhile, they have scored 467 runs, which ranks seventh in franchise history. Their 124 home runs are four shy of the 

franchise record set in 1995. The .258 average, however, is the second lowest at the Break in franchise history. The 

Rockies were hitting .251 at the Break in 2011. 

ROCKIES HISTORICALLY AT THE BREAK 

Season W L Pct ERA  Season R HR AVG 

2017 52 39 0.571 4.45  2003 535 117 0.273 

1995 39 30 0.565 4.79  2001 522 128 0.293 

2010 49 39 0.557 4.05  2000 521 85 0.292 

2009 47 41 0.534 4.34  1996 513 114 0.287 

2018 51 45 0.531 4.68  1997 501 123 0.283 

2000 45 40 0.529 5.39  1999 488 116 0.287 

2003 50 47 0.515 5.18  2018 467 124 0.258 

2006 44 43 0.506 4.27  2004 465 105 0.274 

2007 44 44 0.5 4.71  2017 461 104 0.269 

1997 43 45 0.489 5.36  2014 457 112 0.281 

          

 

Nolan Arenado leads the Rockies with a .312 average, 23 home runs, .395 on-base percentage and .586 slugging 

percentage, and is tied with Trevor Story for the team lead with 68 RBI. 
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ROCKIES POSITION PLAYERS BY THE NUMBERS 

Player G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO AVG OBP SLG 

Nolan Arenado 90 343 63 107 21 2 23 68 49 72 0.312 0.395 0.586 

Gerardo Parra 86 276 38 82 15 0 5 41 16 49 0.297 0.339 0.406 

Trevor Story 95 366 50 107 27 5 20 68 31 102 0.292 0.353 0.557 

Charlie Blackmon 91 366 73 105 12 4 19 45 35 78 0.287 0.355 0.497 

Tom Murphy 18 53 2 15 6 0 0 7 2 20 0.283 0.309 0.396 

Carlos Gonzalez 76 257 44 72 14 2 11 41 20 63 0.28 0.332 0.479 

DJ LeMahieu 71 300 52 84 22 0 8 34 23 46 0.28 0.326 0.433 

David Dahl 32 91 8 25 3 2 4 13 4 28 0.275 0.309 0.484 

Noel Cuevas 58 126 13 32 4 1 2 8 6 21 0.254 0.293 0.349 

Ian Desmond 94 332 52 78 11 4 18 56 32 95 0.235 0.308 0.455 

Chris Iannetta 61 189 22 44 9 0 7 22 26 57 0.233 0.335 0.392 

Raimel Tapia 9 13 2 3 2 0 0 1 2 3 0.231 0.333 0.385 

Ryan McMahon 47 95 7 20 4 1 2 9 10 35 0.211 0.283 0.337 

Daniel Castro 18 46 2 8 1 0 1 6 1 7 0.174 0.191 0.261 

Tony Wolters 44 119 12 19 1 3 2 17 14 24 0.16 0.268 0.269 

Pat Valaika 46 92 6 13 4 0 1 2 8 25 0.141 0.21 0.217 

Mike Tauchman 21 32 5 3 1 0 0 0 4 15 0.094 0.194 0.12 

 

Rockies pitchers have combined to hit .149. German Marquez, however, stands out at .324 with a home run and four RBI. 
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PITCHERS AT THE PLATE 

Player AB R H 2B HR RBI BB SO AVG OBP SLG 

Chris Rusin 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0.333 0.333 0.333 

German Marquez 34 3 11 0 1 4 0 5 0.324 0.324 0.412 

Antonio Senzatela 6 1 1 1 0 1 0 2 0.167 0.167 0.333 

Tyler Anderson 32 6 4 0 0 1 3 21 0.125 0.222 0.125 

Jon Gray 29 1 3 1 0 1 2 16 0.103 0.161 0.138 

Chad Bettis 30 2 3 0 0 2 2 15 0.1 0.156 0.1 

Kyle Freeland 36 3 3 1 0 1 2 21 0.083 0.132 0.111 

Yency Almonte 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Harrison Musgrave 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

 

Kyle Freeland sets the pace for the rotation. Tied with two others for the lead in team wins at eight, he has a 3.11 ERA. 

 

STARTER STATS 

Player W L Pct GS IP H R ER HR BB SO ERA 

Kyle Freeland 8 6 0.571 19 115.2 102 40 40 13 38 92 3.11 

Tyler Anderson 6 3 0.667 20 113.2 99 50 47 16 38 108 3.72 

Antonio Senzatela 1 1 ,599 2 13 8 6 6 1 3 6 4.15 

German Marquez 8 8 0.5 19 103 106 59 55 17 37 106 4.81 

Chad Bettis 5 1 0.833 17 95.1 95 54 54 15 38 69 5.1 

Jon Gray 8 7 0.533 18 99.1 113 62 60 11 30 125 5.44 

Jeff Hoffman 0 0 - 1 3.1 8 3 3 0 1 2 8.1 
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Not only does Wade Davis lead the team with 27 saves, there are only two other pitchers who even have a save -- Adam 

Ottavino with two and Jake McGee with one. Davis' 27 saves are one shy of the club record at the All-Star Break, set by 

Greg Holland last year. 

 

BULLPEN BANTER 

Player  L SvOP G IP H R ER HR BB SO ERA 

Yency Almonte 0 0 0 3 4 2 2 0 0 1 1 0 

Sam Howard 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Adam Ottavino 4 2 2-4 41 44.1 23 8 8 2 18 67 1.62 

Scott Oberg 4 0 0-2 25 27.1 23 10 9 1 7 21 2.96 

Wade Davis 0 2 27-31 41 38.2 24 17 16 4 19 42 3.72 

Harrison Musgrave 1 3 0 20 28.1 20 15 15 4 16 20 4.76 

Jake McGee 1 3 1-3 39 33.2 41 25 23 6 9 31 6.15 

Chris Rusin 0 2 0-1 33 39.1 40 29 27 7 19 33 6.18 

Antonio Senzatela 2 1 0 10 17.3 23 13 12 2 6 14 6.23 

Bryan Shaw 3 5 0-4 43 37.1 52 36 30 8 21 36 7.23 

Brooks Pounders 0 1 0-1 14 15.1 25 13 13 3 2 17 7.63 

Mike Dunn 0 0 0 25 17 22 17 17 1 18 12 9 

Jeff Hoffman 0 0 0 5 5.3 7 6 6 0 6 3 10.13 

Jerry Vasto 0 0 0 1 0.2 3 3 3 0 1 1 40.5 

 

Davis is tied for the NL lead with 27 saves, the one player on the team who is leading the NL in a significant statistics. 
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ROCKIES RANKED IN NL 

Stat NL Leader Rockies In NL Top 10 

Runs Ozzie Albies, Astros 74 Charlie Blackmon (2nd NL) 73 

  Nolan Arenado (3rd NL) 63 

Home Runs Jesus Aguilar, Brewers 24 Nolan Arenado (tied 2nd) 23 

  Trevor Story (tied 6th) 20 

RBI Javier Baez, Cubs 72 Nolan Arenado (tied 4th) 68 

  Trevor Story (tied 4th) 68 

Average Scooter Gennett, Reds, .326 Nlan Arenado (6th) .312 

Wins Jon Lester, Cubs 12 Kyle Freeland (tied 7th) 8 

 Aaron Nola, Phillies 12 Jon Gray (tied 7th) 8 

 Max Scherzer, Nationals 12 German Marquez (tied 7th) 8 

ERA Jacob de Grom, Mets, 1.68 Kyle Freeland, 7th, 3.11 

Saves Kenley Jansen, Dodgers 27 Wade Davis (tied 1st) 27 

 Wade Davis, Rockies 27  

Strikeouts Max Scherzer, Nationals 182 Jon Gray (5th) 125 
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Monday Numbers Game: What a (Trevor) Story 
 
Tracy Ringolsby | Inside the Seams | July 16, 2018 
 

Hitless in his first three at-bats on Sunday, Rockies shortstop Trevor Story was able to extend his hitting streak to 10 

games -- in his and the game's final at-bat. Story led off the bottom of the ninth Sunday with a home run of Nick Vincent, 

lifting the Rockies to a 4-3 victory. 

It was his 20th home run of the season, tied for sixth in the NL. Teammate Nolan Arenado is second with 23 home runs, 

one by NL leader Jesus Aguilar of the Brewers, who has 24. 

But it was the first walk-off home run in Story's life, he said.  

"It's what you dream of," said Story. "What a time for it." 

During his 10-game hitting streak, Story has raised his aveage from .274 to .292. 

On A Roll 

Date Opp Score AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 

7/3/2018 SF W 8-1 4 0 2 0 1 0 1 

7/4/2018 SF W 1-0 4 0 2 0 0 0 0 

7/6/2018 @Sea W 7-1 4 0 2 0 0 0 0 

7/8/2018 @Sea L 6-4 4 1 2 0 0 1 2 

7/10/2018 Ari L 5-3 5 0 2 1 0 0 0 

7/11/2018 Ari W 19-2 4 1 2 1 0 0 0 

7/12/2018 Ari W 5-1 3 1 1 0 0 1 1 

7/13/2018 Sea W 10-7 5 1 2 1 0 1 4 

7/14/2018 Sea W 4-1 4 1 2 0 0 0 0 

7/15/2018 Sea W 4-3 4 1 1 0 0 1 1 

Totals 0.439  41 6 18 3 1 4 9 
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With Sunday's victory the Rockies improved to 51-45, equaling their season-best six games above .500. They also 

equaled the fourth-best start in franchise history, and one of only eight seasons in which the Rockies have had a winning 

record in the first 96 games of a season. 

AT THE 96-GAME MARK 

Tm W L W-L% RS RA Rdiff Twl Rank Postseason 

2017 55 41 0.573 497 459 38 87-75 3 Wildcard 

1995 52 44 0.542 524 515 9 77-67 2 Wildcard 

2009 52 44 0.542 484 431 53 92-70 2 Wildcard 

2018 51 45 0.531 467 468 -1 TBD TBD TBD 

2010 51 45 0.531 456 419 37 83-79 3  

1996 50 46 0.521 579 583 -4 83-79 3  

2003 50 46 0.521 532 517 15 74-88 4  

2007 49 47 0.51 470 469 1 90-73 2 NL Pennant 

2000 48 48 0.5 589 559 30 82-80 4  

1994 46 50 0.479 497 523 -26 53-64 3  

2013 46 50 0.479 426 425 1 74-88   
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Story’s homer lifts Rockies past Mariners 4-3 
 
Dennis Georgatos | Associated Press | July 16, 2018 
 

DENVER (AP) — Trevor Story tuned up for the All-Star Game with one memorable swing. 

Story led off the ninth inning with his 20th homer, and the Colorado Rockies completed a series sweep of the Seattle 

Mariners with a 4-3 victory on Sunday. 

"It was awesome. That's what you dream of, for sure," said Story, a first-time All-Star. "That was my first (game-ending 

homer) and what a time for it before the break. We took it out on a high note." 

Story worked the count to 2-2 against Nick Vincent (3-2) before hitting a drive over the wall in left-center for a dramatic 

finish to a game played through steady rain. 

"I saw a couple pitches, started feeling a little bit more comfortable and that one was just a little more over the plate," 

Story said. 

It was the first career game-ending hit for Story, who tossed his helmet to the ground after rounding third and was 

showered with ice water and popcorn by his teammates as he stepped on home plate. 

Scott Oberg (4-0) got the win with 1 1/3 innings of scoreless relief. 

Colorado (51-45) heads into the All-Star break on a roll, winners of five in a row and 10 of 12. 

"It's really exciting. Guys are stepping up," All-Star Nolan Arenado said. "We've been playing really good baseball. It's a 

good feeling. We're going to go into the second half playing really meaningful games, and for a while there it looked like it 

was getting away from us." 

Seattle (58-39) has dropped four straight and seven of nine, but hits the break in second in the AL West behind Houston. 

"I'm really proud of our club," Mariners manager Scott Servais said. "We had a really nice first half of the season. These 

guys continue to compete, all the time. Certainly had the game right there. I thought we had a good chance to win this one 

today and get off on a bit of a high note. 

"We put ourselves in a position by the way we played the first half to gain a good spot here down the stretch in the second 

half and hopefully get where we ultimately want to go, and that's in the playoffs. This team certainly has enough talent to 

do that." 

The Mariners grabbed a 3-2 lead on Dee Gordon's two-out RBI single off Jake McGee in the seventh. But the Rockies tied 

it in the bottom half when Ian Desmond tripled and scored on Chris Iannetta's sacrifice fly. 

Colorado left-hander Tyler Anderson pitched six innings of five-hit ball, settling down after a slow start. 
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Seattle opened the game with three straight singles. Mitch Haniger drove in Gordon with a base hit, and Denard Span 

made it 2-0 with a two-out RBI double. 

Colorado rallied in the third, aided by Haniger's error in right. He bobbled Arenado's two-out RBI single, allowing Charlie 

Blackmon to come home from third with the tying run and Arenado to take second. Mike Leake then fanned Carlos 

Gonzalez to end the inning. 

Leake was charged with an earned run and six hits in six innings. 

 

TOUGH CONDITIONS 

The steady rain created slippery conditions on the outfield grass as well as wet, soft footing on the infield dirt. 

Groundskeepers spread a drying compound on the infield between innings to keep the field playable. 

"They made it a lot better than it should have been," Story said. "It was still rough out there but they did a great job." 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Rockies: A day after missing a game because of tightness in his lower back, 2B D.J. LeMahieu was back in the starting 

lineup. "His (pregame) swings were aggressive, no apprehensions," manager Bud Black said. "Mentally he feels good 

about where he is so he's back out there." 

 

UP NEXT 

Mariners: Host the Chicago White Sox on Friday night in their first game after the break. 

Rockies: Open a three-game series at Arizona on Friday night. 

 


