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MLB.COM 
Votto 2nd in historically tight MVP vote 

Reds first baseman finishes 2 points behind Stanton 

 

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com | @m_sheldon | November 16th, 2017 + 15 COMMENTS 

CINCINNATI -- Joey Votto just missed winning his second National League Most Valuable Player Award. 

 

Miami's Giancarlo Stanton won the NL MVP on Thursday in one of the closest voting results by the Baseball Writers' Association 

of America. Votto was second, while Arizona's Paul Goldschmidt finished third. 

 

NL MVP Award voting 

Giancarlo Stanton, MIA 10 10 5 3 1 302 

Joey Votto, CIN 10 9 4 5 2 300 

Paul Goldschmidt, ARI 4 5 4 9 5 239 

Nolan Arenado, COL 2 3 8 11 4 229 

Charlie Blackmon, COL 3 3 7 1 5 205 

Name, team 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th Pts 

 

In the closest MVP vote since 1979 and the fourth closest all-time, Votto and Stanton both received 10 first-place votes, with Votto 

falling two points short of Stanton's 302 total. Goldschmidt had 239 points. 

 

"Just so close," Votto said after learning the outcome. "[I'm] really, really grateful for the support. I cannot believe how close it was. 

I just can't believe coming up two points short. It's so cool in a way coming up that short. Most of the time it's a landslide or it's 

clear. This wasn't that. That was one of the entertaining aspects of it. Because Giancarlo and I did things so differently and because 

we're both on losing clubs, it was for me a very interesting vote." 

 

Votto appeared on all 30 ballots and also garnered nine second-place votes, four third-place, five fourth-place votes and two for 

fifth. 

 

 

"I don't feel terribly disappointed, not really because I think that it was just two very, very good seasons that went head-to-head," 

Votto said. "The subject was more individual performance than team wins. ... Had the Marlins won or the Reds won, this would 

have been near-unanimous. To me, this is just a pick 'em. 

 

"People basically said, 'We loved them both.' That's something I'm grateful for. Giancarlo plays in a monster ballpark and hit all 

those home runs, and I was cheering for him. I played every day, and I felt like I put together a nice, well-rounded season. We did it 

from the beginning to the end. We both stayed healthy, and I think the fans appreciated it." 

 

Stanton slashed .281/.376/.631, leading the Majors with 59 home runs and 132 RBIs. While starting all 162 games, the 34-year-old 

Votto batted .320/.454/.578 with 36 home runs, 100 RBIs, 106 runs scored and reached base a Major League-leading 321 times. He 

also led the Majors with a 1.032 OPS, 134 walks and a walk-to-strikeout ratio of 1.61. 

 

Votto was the 2010 NL MVP, when he helped lead the Reds to a NL Central division title. In '17, the circumstances were different 

as rebuilding Cincinnati didn't contend and lost 94 games. But Votto considered this year the best of his career, especially because 

he started every game, cut down on his strikeouts and improved defensively. He was an NL Gold Glove finalist at first base. 

 

"I think the season I put up would have been relevant in any era," Votto said. "The feedback I got was, 'He played well.' Only now 

can they realize that a player can do these sorts of things and get credit for it. The season I just put up would have worked in the 

40's, the 10's and the 70's." 



Votto did not reach base in just 12 games, and he posted streaks where he reached safely in 32, 29 and 27 consecutive contests. In 

August, he equaled the NL record by reaching safely at least twice in 20 straight games, one shy of Ted Williams' 1948 modern 

Major League record. 

 

This season, Votto was the only player in the Majors to produce at least 26 homers and 100 RBIs while hitting at least .300, with an 

OBP of .400 and slugging .500. 

 

This marked the sixth time a Reds player finished second for MVP. The others were Ewell Blackwell in 1947, Ted Kluszewski in 

'54, Pete Rose in '68, George Foster in '76 and Dave Parker in '85. Votto said he didn't think he would win going into the evening. 

"It feels exactly kind of how I thought it would turn out with it being that close," Votto said. "It's a little bit of an experience having 

it that close and coming up short." 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball 

or its clubs. 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
Joey Votto second in close National League MVP voting 

C. Trent Rosecrans, crosecrans@enquirer.com Published 6:20 p.m. ET Nov. 16, 2017 | Updated 8:46 p.m. ET Nov. 16, 2017 

 

Of all the statistics Joey Votto accumulated over the course of the 2017 season, he couldn’t overcome one – 68-94, the Reds’ record 

– when it came to the National League Most Valuable Player award, announced on Thursday. 

 

The Marlins’ Giancarlo Stanton – whose team also had a losing record, but finished second in their division – won the award with 

Votto second in the balloting by the Baseball Writers Association of America by just two points over Votto, who finished second. It 

was the fourth-closest finish in MVP voting history. 

 

“Had the Marlins won or the Reds won, this would have been near-unanimous,” Votto said afterward. “To me, this is just a pick 

'em. People basically said we loved them both. That's something I'm grateful for.” 

 

In the American League, World Series champion Jose Altuve topped the Yankees’ Aaron Judge by a much wider margin.  

 

Votto appeared live on MLB Network from the Reds Hall of Fame and Museum as the award was announced. When Votto won the 

MVP in 2010, he had been told at noon, hours before it was announced on TV. Thursday night was different, with all three finalists 

(including Arizona’s Paul Goldschmidt) appearing live on TV when it was announced. 

 

As the broadcasters prefaced the announcement with the margin of victory, Votto said he began to allow himself to believe he might 

have won his second career MVP. He didn’t, although both Votto and Stanton received 10 first-place votes from the 30-members of 

the Baseball Writers Association of America. Stanton had one more second-place vote than Votto and one more third-place vote. 

Votto appeared fifth on two ballots, but no lower. Stanton received one fifth-place vote and one sixth-place vote. 

 

“It feels exactly kind of how I thought it would turn out with it being that close. It’s a little bit of an experience having it that close 

and coming up short,” Votto said minutes after the announcement. “I think he and I had similar seasons but couldn’t be more 

different.” 

 

Both were among the league-leaders in wins above replacement.  

 

Votto, 34, led the National League in a plethora of categories, both old-school and new, including on-base percentage (.454), times 

on base (321), on-base plus slugging (1.032), weighted on-base plus slugging (168), walks (134), games (162), games started (162), 

weighted runs created (wRC+) (165), weighted on-base percentage (.428), run expectancy (RE24) (69.12) and win probability 

added (WPA) 4.96. 

 

On the other hand, Stanton hit 59 home runs and drove in 132 runs to Votto’s 36 homers and 100 RBI. 

 

“Giancarlo plays in a monster ballpark and hit all those home runs and I was cheering for him,” Votto said. “I played every day and 

I felt like I put together a nice, well-rounded season. We did it from the beginning to the end, we both stayed healthy and I think the 

fans appreciated it. Disappointed? Not really. Truly, more grateful.” 

 

Reds general manager Dick Williams said he was disappointed that the team he put together didn’t give Votto a better chance. 

 

“Without taking anything away from a very talented and deserving winner, I would say that, on behalf of the organization, Joey is 

our MVP,” Williams said in a text message Thursday night. “I left the Hall of Fame tonight feeling like the rest of us – our players 



and our front office – just need to keep raising the level of our game to keep up with Joey. If we all get the most out of our abilities 

like he does, we will have tremendous organizational success.  

 

“I am not sure if this happened or not but, if the voters want to hold someone responsible for the team’s performance, they should 

have blamed me and not Joey. If anything, doing what he did for a team that isn’t winning is even more impressive than doing it in a 

year where the whole team is doing well. He should be very proud of maintaining that level of performance when the team was 

struggling.” 

 

C. Trent Rosecrans: Why Joey Votto earned my MVP vote 

C. Trent Rosecrans, crosecrans@enquirer.com Published 6:19 p.m. ET Nov. 16, 2017 | Updated 8:45 p.m. ET Nov. 16, 2017 

 

Call me a homer. I’m sure many will. 

 

But I’ll say this: I believed Joey Votto was the best player in the National League in 2017, and that’s why he got my first-place vote 

on my National League Most Valuable Player ballot.  

 

This was the fifth time I’ve voted for the NL MVP and the second time I’ve voted for Votto. 

 

The MVP discussion often starts with a debate on the connotation of "most valuable." There are some people who don’t believe an 

MVP can come from a losing team. I’m not one of those people. 

 

To me, value means just that, value, or worthiness or monetary value. To have the most value as a baseball player is to put up the 

best performance you can. Others believe that there is only value to a winning team.  

 

Here’s what the actual ballot distributed to voters says: 

 

“Dear Voter: 

 

There is no clear-cut definition of what Most Valuable means. It is up to the individual voter to decide who was the Most Valuable 

Player in each league to his team. The MVP need not come from a division winner or other playoff qualifier. 

 

The rules of the voting remain the same as they were written on the first ballot in 1931: 

 

1.  Actual value of a player to his team, that is, strength of offense and defense. 

 

2.  Number of games played. 

 

3.  General character, disposition, loyalty and effort. 

 

4.  Former winners are eligible. 

 

5.  Members of the committee may vote for more than one member of a team. 

 

You are also urged to give serious consideration to all your selections, from 1 to 10. A 10th-place vote can influence the outcome of 

an election. You must fill in all 10 places on your ballot. Only regular-season performances are to be taken into consideration. 

 

Keep in mind that all players are eligible for MVP, including pitchers and designated hitters.” 

 

The instructions actually say you can interpret value how you wish but does note the player doesn’t have to come from a playoff 

team – or even a winning team. 

 

For some voters, mind you, this is an issue. I understand that line of thinking, even if I don’t agree with it.  

 

I have my own three-pronged approach to figuring out my vote. First, of course, is what I see – which may be the smallest portion 

on the pie chart when it comes to the actual decision-making process since I see more of the Reds than any other team. Second is 

reporting, talking to players, managers, scouts and other writers about what they see, what they think. Third is statistical research. 

 

One of the things I do for the third is make a spreadsheet with several categories. This year my spreadsheet included the following 

categories – Baseball Reference WAR (bWAR), FanGraphs WAR (fWAR), average, on-base percentage, slugging, on-base plus 

slugging, weighted on-base plus slugging (OPS+), weighted runs created (wRC+), win probability added (WPA), run expectancy 

based on the 24 base-out states (RE24), home runs, RBI, offensive WAR (oWAR), Baseball Reference’s defensive WAR (dWAR), 

FanGraphs’ defense metric (DEF) and FanGraph’s base running (BsR).  



 

There are, of course, other things I looked at, including monthly splits, home-road splits and various other nits to pick.  

 

And then I also look at different statistics for pitchers (ERA, ERA+, strikeouts, walks, innings pitched, etc.), of course, but this year 

there were only a few pitchers in the mix and none for the top spots.  

 

This year my trusty teammate Zach Buchanan even color-coded that spreadsheet for me, making it kind of like a heat chart with 

darker red representing a better ranking and that hue decreasing with the rankings. It was an effective way of looking at just who led 

in the most categories. 

 

That brought me to a pretty simple conclusion – there were two players who stood above all the others, Votto and Giancarlo 

Stanton. Neither of their teams appeared in the playoffs or even had a winning record. 

 

If you believe that an MVP must come from a winning team, you have a much larger group of players who could be considered, 

including the Rockies’ Charlie Blackmon and Nolan Arenando, as well as Paul Goldschmidt of the Diamondbacks, Kris Bryant of 

the Cubs and Anthony Rendon of the Nationals. Maybe you throw Justin Turner of the Dodgers in there as well, but he’s going to 

be hurt by that games played column. 

 

Because I’m not one of those people, it came down to the choice between Votto and Stanton, and it was not an easy one.  

 

First of all, there’s WAR, or Wins Above Replacement, a good measure of a player’s all-around contribution to the game. One of 

the misconceptions about WAR is that it’s an easy metric that will compare two players and spit out a number saying either one is 

better. It doesn’t work like that; it’s a blunt instrument, as long as players are worth around a win to a win-and-a-half of each other, 

they’re in the right ballpark. Stanton led Votto in both Baseball Reference WAR and FanGraphs WAR, but it was hardly a 

commanding lead. It put the two in the same park, and not a particularly big one at that. 

 

In the year of the home run, nobody hit more than Stanton’s 59. It’s a gaudy number and an impressive one. It’s a big reason he’s in 

this conversation, but it’d be silly to say it was the only reason. Stanton also put up a .281 batting average, .376 on-base percentage 

and a league-best .631 slugging percentage. All impressive numbers. He also played pretty much every day, playing in 159 games, 

starting 153. His 132 RBI led baseball, a number made more impressive considering he hit second in the order for most of the 

season.  

 

But then there’s Votto, whose best quality is that he doesn’t make outs. Although it’s been controversial in this city for many years 

to think of that as a good thing (and I still can’t fathom why), there’s nobody in the game better at not making outs than Votto. His 

.454 on-base percentage was the best in baseball and 39 points better than anyone else in the National League (Turner). It’s the third 

time he’s led baseball in that category and the sixth time he’s led the National League. Since 2010, the only times he’s not led the 

National League in not making outs (which is what on-base percentage really is) were 2014, when he was hurt and played just 62 

games and in 2015 when Bryce Harper edged him out .460 to .459. 

 

While he didn’t slug as much as Stanton (and again, nobody did), Votto’s OPS and OPS+ were both higher, the second number 

pointing out that even though Votto’s homer total probably benefited from hitting at Great American Ball Park, he was still the best 

regardless of where he was hitting.  

 

The two more advanced statistics on my chart that may not be as familiar to some readers are RE24 and WPA. There’s some gory 

math in there, but basically, they’re measures of an individual performance. Both said nobody was better in the National League 

than Joey Votto.  

 

Both players had good defensive years and neither helped their team on the bases much, according to the numbers.  

 

So what’s the difference? It’s probably razor-thin, but watching Votto get on base in 150 of the 162 games and his dramatic 

decrease in strikeouts (his 83 strikeouts were nearly half of Stanton’s 163) made a difference for me.  

 

Before submitting my final ballot, I did the most low-tech thing possible. I wrote out my Top 10 list on a yellow legal pad. I looked 

at how the names looked compared to my spreadsheet and all the conversations I’d had and everything I’d seen over the course of 

the season. 

 

I probably had more than a dozen combinations, but in the end, it had to look right. I sent it to a couple of people I knew, just to 

make sure I wasn’t missing anything. They sent me their lists. There were differences, but in the end, they made sense. It had to 

look right. This is what looked right to me: 1. Joey Votto, 2. Giancarlo Stanton, 3. Charlie Blackmon, 4. Paul Goldschmidt, 5. Nolan 

Arenado, 6. Kris Bryant, 7. Anthony Rendon, 8. Max Scherzer, 9. Justin Turner, 10. Tommy Pham. 

 



Take that for what you will, but in the end, I don’t think I saw a better player than Votto this year, so he’s my MVP even if 

reasonable minds can disagree.  

WCPO 
Joey Votto on nearly deadlocked MVP vote: 'I lost in a very, very cool fashion' 

Reds star loses to Giancarlo Stanton by two points 

 

John Fay 

8:10 PM, Nov 16, 2017 

9:15 PM, Nov 16, 2017 

 

CINCINNATI — About 30 seconds after Joey Votto got the news that he had finished second in the National League MVP vote, he 

stepped off the makeshift set at the Reds Hall of Fame and faced the local media.  

 

Votto, the most articulate of players, was at the loss for words. 

 

"Did you think you were going to this award?" 

 

Long pause.  

 

“No,” he said. "I didn’t. I thought there was a chance. This is almost to a T — not in, like I didn’t expect to win - but I expected it to 

be so close. I felt like I had a legitimate shot. 

 

“It feels exactly kind of how I thought it would turn out with it being that close. It’s kind of . . . It’s a little bit of an experience 

having it that close and coming up short.” 

 

Votto, the 2010 winner, finished two points behind Miami’s Giancarlo Stanton in the fourth closest vote in the NL MVP history. 

The tally was 302 to 300. Each received 10 of the 30 first-place votes from baseball writers. Stanton got 10 seconds; Votto got nine. 

 

After things sunk in, Votto decided “winning another one would have been cool, but I lost in a very, very cool fashion. I really liked 

this experience.” 

 

Stanton had the number that really jumped out. He hit 59 home runs.  

 

But Votto’s overall numbers were better. He led the NL in on-base percentage (.454), on-base plus slugging (1.032), games played 

(perfect 162) and walks (134). 

 

He led the Major Leagues in times reaching base at 321, breaking his Reds team record of 319 set in 2015. He led the majors in 

walk-to-strikeout ratio at 1.61. No one was close -- Justin Turner of the Dodgers was next at 1.05.  

 

And Votto became one of only three players ever to have at least 179 hits, 36 home runs, 134 walks and 83 or fewer strikeouts. The 

other two: Babe Ruth and Ted Williams. 

 

Stanton’s counting numbers are better than anyone’s, including Votto’s. He scored 123 runs, drove in 132 and hit the 59 homers.  

 

Stanton’s WAR (wins above replacement) was slightly better than Votto, 7.6 to 7.5. Votto, who studies these things,  thought it 

came down to base-running. 

 

“I would have led league in WAR in almost every version, but base-running crushed me,” Votto said. “We play in the toughest 

base-running ballpark in all of baseball. That doesn’t ever get mentioned. 

 

"How am I supposed to go first to third or second to home on something? I’m always going to get stopped. Giancarlo gets the 

benefit of the doubt with a bigger ballpark, but I get smoked because of Great American. 

 

“My career numbers are better on the road at home. Then I don’t get the benefit of the doubt from base-running. Not to say I’m a 

good base-runner. I’ve got a long way to go.”   

 

Votto made it clear he wasn’t disappointed. 

 

“I don't feel terribly disappointed, not really, because I think that it was just two very, very good seasons that went head-to-head. 

The subject was more individual performance than team wins,” he said. “Had the team won, had the Marlins won or the Reds won, 

this would have been near-unanimous.  



 

“To me, this is just a pick 'em. People basically said we loved them both. That's something I'm grateful for. Giancarlo plays in a 

monster ballpark and hit all those home runs and I was cheering for him. I played every day and I felt like I put together a nice, 

well-rounded season.  

 

“We did it from the beginning to the end. We both stayed healthy and I think the fans appreciated it. Disappointed, not really. Truly, 

more grateful.” 

 

Votto’s near-miss comes seven years after he won his MVP. Someone said his skills at 33 haven’t diminished from what they were 

at 26. 

 

“They’ve diminished for sure, but there are other parts of the game that you learn,” he said. “You grow and make adjustments. This 

is a subjective award. I've won one. I will say I'm biased. I put a little time into it. Most of the awards, whoever wins Most Valuable 

Player, I do hope they pick the right person and I feel on this occasion it was a tough choice. 

 

“We very nearly shared the award, which I definitely would not have wanted. But because it's subjective, this doesn't take away 

from how I view my season. I thought it was a success individually and I was very proud of it. I feel the same way. It wouldn't have 

taken a plaque to feel any different about it.” 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
Cincinnati Reds: Joey Votto runner-up in National League MVP voting 

Marcus Hartman  Staff Writer 

10:23 p.m Thursday, Nov. 16, 2017  Sports 

Facebook Twitter  Share 0 

SPORTS 

 

Joey Votto’s masterpiece 2017 season was not rewarded Thursday with the National League Most Valuable Player Award. 

 

The Cincinnati Reds first baseman finished just two points shy of winner Giancarolo Stanton of the Marlins in voting by the 

Baseball Writer’s Association of America. They both had 10 first-place votes. Stanton won the total vote, 302-300. 

 

Votto was vying for the award for the second time – this time despite playing for a last-place team. 

 

While his team stumbled (especially on the mound), Votto did all he could to earn the honor, which he also won in 2010 when the 

Reds were NL Central champions. 

 

The 34-year-old played all 162 games for the second time in his career and failed to get on base in only 12 of those appearances. In 

107 games, he got on base at least twice. 

  

He reached base a major-league-high 321 times, breaking his own team record by two and leading Colorado’s Charlie Blackmon 

(second in the NL) by 33. 

 

Votto also led the majors in on-base percentage (.454), walks (134), intentional walks (20), and walk/strikeout ratio while batting 

.320 with 36 homers and 100 RBIs. 

 

The five-time All-Star became the first player in Reds history with at least 100 runs, 100 RBI, 300 total bases and 300 times on 

base. 

 

There is precedent for winning the MVP on a last-place team: Andre Dawson did it for the Cubs in 1987 and Alex Rodriguez did it 

as a member of the Rangers in 2003. 

 

Ernie Lombardi, Bucky Walters, Frank McCormick, Frank Robinson, Johnny Bench, Pete Rose, Joe Morgan, George Foster and 

Barry Larkin. 

 

Bench and Morgan both won it twice in the ‘70s. 

 

Stanton had the highest WAR (wins above replacement) in the National League and hit a league-high 59 homers while also pacing 

the NL in runs (123) and RBIs (131). 

 

His team finished in second place in the NL East. 

 

Paul Goldschmidt’s Arizona Diamondbacks made the postseason, losing in the NL Division Series to the Dodgers. 



 

He trailed both Votto and Stanton in advanced stats but put up big traditional numbers – 36 homers, 120 RBIs, 117 runs and 18 

steals. 

TRANSACTIONS 
11/16/17  Seattle Mariners traded RHP Thyago Vieira to Chicago White Sox for cash. 

 


