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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1942-Future Reds manager, Rogers Hornsby, becomes the 14th player elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame and 

Museum, receiving 78 percent of the vote. Hornsby will manage the Reds from 1952-1953, amassing a 91-106 record 

 

MLB.COM 
 

GM: Reds may not be done tinkering with roster 

Williams keeping tabs on potential bullpen, infield fits remaining on market 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Jan. 3rd, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- The holiday week signing of right-handed reliever Jared Hughes to a two-year, $4.5 million contract checked an 

important box on the list of Reds' list of offseason needs. Hughes' addition doesn't necessarily indicate that general manager Dick 

Williams is done making bullpen upgrades, but it appeared to reduce some of the urgency. 

 

"I would say nothing is real imminent. We have the capability to do [another move] and be opportunistic," Williams said on 

Wednesday. 

 

The Reds decided Hughes, 32, was a good fit for a multitude of reasons. Besides adding veteran experience to a younger bullpen 

that ranked 14th out of 15 National League clubs with a 4.65 ERA in 2017, the club liked that his strikeout ratio jumped -- from 

5.16 per nine innings in '16 to 7.24 last season -- and he also has the ability to keep the ball on the ground, with a 61.2-percent 

ground-ball rate over his career. 

 

Hughes has also spent his career exclusively in the NL Central, from 2011-16 with the Pirates and last season with the Brewers 

before the arbitration-eligible pitcher was non-tendered. Hughes had a 3.02 ERA and 1.22 WHIP over 67 appearances for 

Milwaukee. 

 

Lifetime at Great American Ball Park, Hughes has a 2.11 ERA in 21 games. He could likely handle a setup role in the later innings 

in space previously occupied by Drew Storen. 

 

"Also, by adding bodies, we can keep more guys starting as opposed to feeling we have to push them into a bullpen role to fill a 

space," Williams said. 

 

Dozens of relievers remain available on the free-agent market with six weeks remaining until pitchers and catchers report to Spring 

Training. Don't rule out additions by Cincinnati's roster, especially as prices come down and more pitchers might be open to Minor 

League contracts with invites to big league camp. 

 

One pitcher, two-time NL Cy Young Award winner Tim Lincecum, has been working out this offseason for an apparent comeback 

attempt. Lincecum hasn't pitched in the Majors since 2016. 

 

"I would say we'll keep tabs on the situation," Williams said. "It's not something we're pursuing aggressively. It's fair to say we'll get 

information and see if there is somehow an appropriate fit." 

 

MLB.com reported in mid-December that the Reds had been in talks with former Padres and Nationals reliever Craig Stammen, an 

Ohio native. 

 

"We have looked into it. We talked to him a little bit," Williams confirmed. "Right now, I would say it's possible, but nothing is 

imminent with anybody." 

 



Heading into the offseason, the Reds were also looking for a backup infielder that could play shortstop. That search continues, but 

Williams noted that veteran utility player Phil Gosselin was among the Minor League deals with a camp invite that the club 

announced last month. 

 

"We know he can play short. He can play all over, really," Williams said. "That helps in that regard, but we're still looking." 

 

Meanwhile, the front office is shifting into arbitration mode with the Reds' eligible players. Arbitration figures will be exchanged on 

Jan. 12, and the club has five such players who haven't re-signed for 2018: second baseman Scooter Gennett, outfielder Billy 

Hamilton, starting pitcher Anthony DeSclafani, reliever Michael Lorenzen and third baseman Eugenio Suarez. 

 

"We have a little work to do to discuss the strategy with some of the guys," Williams said. "That will take up a focus the next week, 

week-plus. But it won't keep us from continuing to look around and talk trades or free agents." 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. 

 

This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball or its clubs. 
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Brandon Phillips rejoices! Scooter Gennett switches to No. 3 

C. Trent Rosecrans and Zach Buchanan, Cincinnati Enquirer Published 8:38 p.m. ET Jan. 3, 2018 | Updated 9:17 a.m. ET 

Jan. 4, 2018 

 

If you got a Scooter Gennett jersey for Christmas, you may want to ask if Santa had a gift receipt. 

 

The 27-year-old Gennett, who hit four home runs in the No. 4 jersey last season, will now wear No. 3 for the Reds. Patrick 

Kivlehan, who wore No. 3 last season, is now No. 17. 

 

Gennett was claimed off of waivers by the Reds near the end of spring training in 2017 and was assigned one of the final numbers 

available at the time, the No. 4 that was previously worn by Brandon Phillips. Phillips, who was traded to the Atlanta Braves before 

the start of spring, voiced his displeasure that Gennett was wearing the number when he returned to Cincinnati in June. 

 

Gennett said at the time that he understood Phillips’ frustration and he’d tried to change numbers at one point. Reached by phone to 

discuss the change Wednesday, Gennett even said he and Phillips joked about it during the Reds' swing through Atlanta in August. 

 

“I said, ‘I’m number three next year. You want to know why?’ ‘Why?’ ‘Because number four is trash! I don’t like number four,' " 

Gennett recalled. 

 

Rules in the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the league and the players prohibit changing numbers during the season – at 

least, without changing teams – unless the player buys back all licensed apparel with that jersey number already available for 

purchase. 

 

Instead of the midseason change, Gennett initiated the process to change his number for the 2018 season as soon as he arrived in 

Cincinnati. He wore No. 2 with Milwaukee, but said No. 3 long has been his favorite because of Dale Earnhardt. 

 

Despite putting him at the center of Phillips' gripes, the time Gennett spent in No. 4 certainly treated him well. Four days after 

Phillips complained that another player was wearing his number, Gennett became the first Cincinnati Reds player to hit four home 

runs in a game. 

 

It was the first real sign of what became a breakout season, which saw Gennett unseat Jose Peraza to become the starter at second 

base and hit .295 with an .874 OPS and 27 home runs. Still, he said there was no thought of sticking with No. 4. 

 

"If you like the number that’s on your back, you’re going to play better," Gennett said. "You’re going to be more comfortable . I told 

(the Reds) from the beginning, ‘I’m not comfortable wearing this number. I don’t like this number.’ 

 

"And now I have a different number. I just think I’m going to play better.” 

 



In other number related-interests, reliever Kevin Quackenbush, signed to a minor-league deal, was assigned Bronson Arroyo’s No. 

61. 

 

Minor-league signings 

 

The roster also included two new names, infielder Phil Gosselin and right-hander Dylan Floro, both signed to minor-league deals 

with invitations to big-league camp. 

 

Gosselin, 29, has played in parts of five seasons with the Braves, Arizona Diamondbacks, Pittsburgh Pirates and Texas Rangers. He 

played for the Pirates and Rangers last season, appearing in 40 games total. He’s a career .270/.318/.366 hitter with six home runs in 

551 plate appearances. 

 

Floro, 27, appeared in three games for the Chicago Cubs last season and 12 games for the Tampa Bay Rays in 2016. He was 3-3 

with a 4.20 ERA in 22 appearances between Triple-A stints for the Cubs and Los Angeles Dodgers last season. 

 

 

Transactions 
 

01/03/18  

Philadelphia Phillies signed free agent C Matt McBride to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies invited non-roster 3B Mitch Walding to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies signed free agent CF Pedro Florimon to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies signed free agent C Eric Fryer to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies signed free agent RHP Steve Geltz to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies signed free agent RHP Pedro Beato to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies signed free agent 3B Heiker Meneses to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies signed free agent 3B Will Middlebrooks to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies invited non-roster C Logan Moore to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies signed free agent OF Danny Ortiz to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

 

01/02/18 

Milwaukee Brewers traded RHP Dylan Baker to Los Angeles Dodgers for cash.. 

 

 

 


