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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Jaime Barria, 21, outshines 45-year-old Bartolo Colon in Angels’ win over 

Rangers 

By J. P. Hoornstra 

ANAHEIM — Angels pitcher Jaime Barría has the face of a 21-year-old and the poise of a man twice his 

age. Friday, he actually played against a man more than twice his age – 45-year-old Texas Rangers 

pitcher Bartolo Colon. 

Afterward, Barría spoke in revered tones about the occasion. 

“When he debuted I was one year old,” he said in Spanish. “It was great to share this moment with 

him.” 

Barría’s words offered no clues about the outcome of the game that ended minutes earlier. He threw six 

shutout innings and won his fourth consecutive decision. Colon pitched three innings and allowed every 

run in the Angels’ 6-0 victory. 

Albert Pujols and Ian Kinsler hit home runs, Mike Trout went 2 for 4 with a double, and Shohei Ohtani 

also doubled in his return to the Angels’ lineup. It was a banner night for the offense overall. After a 

couple listless efforts at the plate in Detroit, the Angels collected 11 hits to kick off a six-game 

homestand. 

It was an even better night for Barría. 

The right-hander from Panama began the season in Triple-A. A series of injuries made him the de facto 

sixth wheel in the Angels’ attempt at a six-man rotation. Four times this season, Barría has been 

optioned to Triple-A Salt Lake, only to be summoned back to the majors each time. 

“The front office makes the decision,” he said through his interpreter. “Pitching here or in the minor 

leagues, it’s always the same, giving my best.” 

After improving to 5-1 and lowering his earned-run average to 2.48, Barría solidified his case to remain 

in the majors. He walked only one batter in six innings and struck out six. No American League rookie 

has won more games this season, or recorded a lower earned-run average in at least 30 innings. 

“He’s been amazing for us; he’s been amazing the whole year,” Angels shortstop Andrelton Simmons 

said. “He’s going to be big for us down the stretch. We hope he can keep doing what he’s been doing so 

far.” 

In the second inning, Barría used three sliders to strike out Ronald Guzman with runners on second and 

third base and two outs. In the third inning, Barría allowed a leadoff double to former teammate Carlos 

Perez, then retired the top three batters in the Texas lineup in order. 
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Barría didn’t allow another baserunner until the sixth inning, when Justin Upton misplayed a Shin-Soo 

Choo flyball into a double. With two outs, Barría got Jurickson Profar to chase a two-strike slider in the 

dirt on his 89th and final pitch. 

“He’s not fazed at all,” Simmons said. “It doesn’t matter who he’s pitching against, he’s always 

composed. They might get a couple hits here and there, but he comes back at hitters. That’s all you can 

ask of a pitcher, especially a young guy to go out there and do that, that’s pretty cool.” 

The win allowed the Angels (31-27) to keep pace with the victorious Houston Astros (37-22) and remain 

5-1/2 games out of first place in the American League West. Meanwhile, Texas (24-36) fell further into 

the division cellar. 

Colon’s 538th major league start was his shortest this season. After allowing six runs in three innings, his 

earned-run average soared from 3.55 to 4.21. 

In the first inning, Trout ripped a double over the head of Rangers third baseman Isiah Kiner-Falefa. 

Colon struck out Upton, then served up a low, scorching home run to Pujols that sailed out to left-center 

field. The Angels led 2-0. 

It was the 622nd home run of Pujols’ career and his fourth off Colon. The first: June 8, 2007, when Colon 

was pitching for the Angels and Pujols was playing for the Cardinals. 

In the second inning, Luis Valbuena hit a fly ball that caromed off the low wall in the right-field corner a 

couple feet shy of a home run. He settled for a single. Three batters later, Kinsler skied an 85-mph Colon 

fastball over the left-field fence. The Angels led 4-0. 

Since Texas traded him to Detroit in Nov. 2013, Kinsler has seven home runs and 16 RBIs in 26 games 

against his original team. 

Colon coughed up two more runs in the third inning. Singles by Upton and Pujols and a walk by 

Ohtani loaded the bases. That brought up Simmons, who began the day with one of the best career 

batting averages against Colon (.462) of any player. Simmons singled, driving in Upton. 

After Pujols scored from third base on a groundout by Martin Maldonado, the Angels had all the runs 

they would need. 

Pujols’ 3,023rd career hit tied Lou Brock for 27th all-time. 

“His last, probably, 25 at-bats, he’s feeling much more comfortable in the box,” Scioscia said of Pujols. 

“He hit the ball three times yesterday with nothing to show for it.” 

Angels pitcher Blake Parker closed out the game by getting Guzman to ground into a double play with 

the bases loaded. When Rougned Odor clipped the shin of Simmons sliding into second base, tempers 

flared and both benches emptied onto the field after the final out. 
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The fracas ended peacefully. Teammates quickly separated Simmons and Odor, and both teams 

eventually retreated. As he walked off the field, Simmons pointed to his shin and explained his gripe to 

home plate umpire Fieldin Culbreth. What did he hope to achieve by talking to the umpire? 

“Just for them to make the right calls, make sure they make the right calls so nothing gets out of hand,” 

Simmons said. 

 

Oliver Drake, the Angels’ newest relief pitcher, has thrown batters for a curve 

By J. P. Hoornstra 

ANAHEIM — Since he first stepped on a major league mound three years ago, Oliver Drake threw two 

pitches: a four-seam fastball and a split-fingered fastball. When Drake joined the Angels, his new 

manager made the mistake of calling Drake a two-pitch pitcher. 

At least Mike Scioscia had a good excuse. Few pitchers decide to add a new pitch to their repertoire at 

age 31. Drake is the rare exception. He learned a curveball in Milwaukee, took it with him to Cleveland, 

and was still spinning them in pregame warmups Friday, his first day in an Angels uniform. 

“It’s just one of those things, the majority of my career I’d just been a fastball/split-finger guy,” he said. 

“I thought it was beneficial to have kind of a different look. That was something they talked to me a little 

bit about in Milwaukee at the end of last year. So I spent some time this offseason working on it. It’s 

turned into a decent pitch for me.” 

According to Brooks Baseball, Drake has thrown 40 curves and opponents have put just three balls in 

play, only one of which yielded a hit – a single. The pitch has generated four swings and misses. 

The curve was not enough to make Drake a staple of the Brewers’ bullpen. He was designated for 

assignment May 2 after appearing in 11 games and allowing nine runs. Drake was traded to the 

Cleveland Indians three days later. He appeared in four games, allowed six runs, and was designated for 

assignment May 26. Thursday he was claimed by the Angels, his third employer in the last month. 

In 106-2/3 major league innings, all out of the bullpen, Drake is 5-5 with a 4.81 earned-run average. 

To make room for Drake on the 25-man roster, the Angels optioned right-hander Akeel Morris to Triple-

A Salt Lake City. 

“He can go multi-inning,” Scioscia said. “Hopefully when he’s on, he’s shown he can get major league 

hitters out. A couple rough outings here and there this year with some clubs. A lot of confidence in his 

stuff.” 

COZART GETS MRI 
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Zack Cozart had an MRI on his left forearm Friday, two days after the infielder felt a “grabbing” 

sensation taking a swing in batting practice. He was held out of the lineup for the third straight game but 

said he will not need a trip to the disabled list. 

Scioscia said the MRI would provide a “baseline” assessment. Neither he nor Cozart sounded too 

worried about the injury. 

“Honestly, it feels better today,” Cozart said. “I’m not really concerned. It’s just trying to pinpoint what’s 

going on.” 

Cozart said the Angels’ medical staff was able to rule out the possibility of any non-muscular injuries, 

including anything involving his elbow. Cozart hyperextended his left elbow in July 2011 and was forced 

to miss the remainder of his rookie season with the Cincinnati Reds. 

WEDNESDAYS WITH SHOHEI 

Scioscia said two-way star Shohei Ohtani is penciled in to pitch next Wednesday against the Kansas City 

Royals, the final game of the Angels’ current six-game homestand. That would keep him on an every-

seventh-day pitching schedule that the Angels have yet to hasten. 

Ohtani will throw a full bullpen session Monday in preparation for his first start against the Royals. It will 

be his first start at home since May 20 against the Tampa Bay Rays. 

Ohtani is 4-1 with a 3.18 earned-run average in eight starts. Through Thursday, Ohtani was hitting .291 

with six home runs and 20 RBIs in his first 103 at-bats. Scioscia reiterated Friday why he believes 

Ohtani’s primary value lies as a pitcher. 

“I think one player has an opportunity to control one game more as a pitcher than a hitter,” he said. 

“Anyone that does this, when you go out there and you start 24 games, you have a chance to affect 24 

games more in a bigger way than a hitter in the batter’s box. The biggest part of your defense is the 

pitcher on the mound, in unison with the catcher. The point I was making, just in general, is that a 

pitcher is going to affect one game more than a cleanup hitter. He has the opportunity to.” 

ALSO 

Whether or not Ohtani participates in this year’s home run derby in Washington, D.C. is up to him, 

Scioscia said. Ohtani is listed as a designated hitter on the ballot, which became available on Major 

League Baseball’s website Friday. … Because of a pregame ceremony to commemorate Albert Pujols’ 

3,000th career hit, first pitch Saturday is scheduled for 6:27 p.m. … The 23-year, 55-day age difference 

between starting pitchers Bartolo Colon and Jaime Barria on Friday was the largest of any game in 

Angels franchise history. 

UP NEXT 

Angels (RHP Garrett Richards, 4-4, 3.67 ERA) vs. Rangers (LHP Cole Hamels, 3-5, 4.74 ERA), Saturday, 

6:27 p.m., Fox Sports West 
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          FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Rookie Jaime Barria helps Angels blank the Rangers 6-0 

By Mike Digiovanna 

Jaime Barria was nine months old and probably crawling around in diapers in his Panama City, Panama, 

home when Bartolo Colon made his major-league debut for the Cleveland Indians at Angel Stadium on 

April 4, 1997. 

Friday night, Barria, now 21 and an Angels starter, stood on the same mound Colon threw his first big-

league pitch from more than two decades ago, and opposing him was the seemingly ancient and ageless 

Colon, the 45-year-old who is still pitching, this season for the Texas Rangers. 

Youth prevailed, and it wasn’t even close. Barria, a rookie right-hander making his seventh major-league 

start, allowed four hits over six scoreless innings, striking out six and walking one, and the Angels 

clobbered Colon for six runs and eight hits in the first three innings of a 6-0 victory. 

“It was a great moment to share this outing with Bartolo on the other side,” Barria said through an 

interpreter. “I felt good. I was locating all of my pitches, and that gave me confidence.” 

Barria, mixing a lively 91-mph fastball with a soft-but-big-breaking slider and changeup, escaped a 

second-and-third, two-out jam by striking out Ronald Guzman in the second. 

He retired three straight batters after Carlos Perez’s leadoff double in the third and struck out Jurickson 

Profar with a slider in the dirt with two on to end the sixth. 

Barria, who started 2017 at Class-A Inland Empire and this season at triple-A Salt Lake, is now 5-1 with a 

2.48 ERA and a rotation mainstay for the Angels. 

Tempers flared on the game’s final play when Rougned Odor of the Rangers leg-whipped Angels 

shortstop Andrelton Simmons while trying to break up Ronald Guzman’s bases-loaded, 4-6-3 double 

play. 

Though Odor was close enough to touch the second-base bag with his hand, Simmons and second 

baseman Ian Kinsler took exception to the leg whip that clipped the shortstop in the shin. 

Heated words were exchanged and players streamed from the dugouts and bullpens onto the field, but 

no punches were thrown, and order was quickly restored. 

“Odor plays hard like our guys play hard, but I think the slide was a little bit of a veer,” Angels manager 

Mike Scioscia said. “Simmons is fine going hard, but he’s got a nasty gash on his shin; he got spiked 

pretty hard. It looked like Odor got a little wide on the slide.” 

The Rangers disagreed. Manager Jeff Banister called the slide “appropriate,” and Odor said it was clean. 
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“I was surprised [that Simmons pushed me] because I made a good slide, it wasn’t a dirty slide,” Odor 

said. “I tried to break up the double play with a good slide. He was angry, but I was like, ‘What are you 

talking about? It was a good slide.’ ” 

According to STATS LLC, the 23-year, 55-day age difference between opposing starters was the largest in 

any game in Angels franchise history, surpassing the Aug. 10, 1993, matchup between Texas right-

hander Nolan Ryan, 46, and Angels right-hander Phil Leftwich, 24, who were 22 years, 108 days apart. 

Colon was a 21-year-old flame-thrower with the Cleveland Indians when he made his big league debut in 

Anaheim in 1997, allowing four runs and six hits, including a Gary DiSarcina homer, in five innings of the 

Angels’ 8-6, 11-inning victory. 

Colon went on to play for 10 more teams, including a four-year stint with the Angels (2004-2007) in 

which he won the 2005 American League Cy Young Award. 

Shoulder injuries limited Colon to 47 starts for the Angels, Red Sox and White Sox from 2006-2009, and 

his career at the age of 37 appeared done. But after missing the entire 2010 season, Colon returned in 

2011 and went 89-75 with a 3.94 ERA in 212 starts from 2011-2018, from the ages of 38-45. 

“He went to extraordinary lengths to get back to pitching in the major leagues, and he’s evolved,” 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. “He’s always had tremendous command, even when he was 

throwing 98 mph. He relies on location and movement now, and he’s shown he can be really effective.” 

The portly Colon, who is 5-foot-11 and 285 pounds, now relies primarily on a two-seam sinking fastball 

that rarely tops 88 mph, but his signature pitch was ineffective against the Angels Friday night. 

Mike Trout doubled in the first and scored on Albert Pujols homer to left-center—his eighth of the 

season and 622nd of his career. Luis Valbuena singled to lead off the second and scored on Kinsler’s 

two-out homer to left, giving a team that was held to three runs or less in 15 of its previous 22 games a 

4-0 lead. 

The Angels loaded the bases with no outs in the third when Justin Upton and Pujols singled and Shohei 

Ohtani walks. Simmons smacked an RBI single to left, and Martin Maldonado’s RBI groundout made it 6-

0. 

 

Nobody hits two-strike pitches better than Angels’ Simmons 

By Mike Digiovanna 

When Andrelton Simmons heard his name mentioned on MLB Network on Friday afternoon, he bolted 
out of the clubhouse dining room, practically covering his ears. 
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“Whatever it is, I don’t want to know about it, because it definitely won’t help,” the Angels shortstop 
said. “Whether it’s, ‘Oh, he’s hitting breaking balls really well,’ or, ‘He’s hitting with runners in scoring 
position,’ I don’t want to be conscious of it.” 

Simmons embraces his superstitions. Whether good or bad, he does not want to jinx himself by talking 
too much about it, so he politely declined a request to address the success he has had this season with 
two-strike pitches. 

According to Inside Edge, Simmons entered Friday night’s game against the Texas Rangers with a major 
league-best .408 average (29 for 71) on two-strike counts. That was 68 points better than No. 2 Mookie 
Betts (.340) and 100 points better than No. 3 Jean Segura (.308). 

It’s also almost 200 points better than Simmons’ career two-strike average of .217. The major league 
average with two strikes this season is .177. 

“I do have an idea, but I don’t want to talk about it,” Simmons said, laughing. 

Hitting coach Eric Hinske did. 

“His bat-to-ball skills are second to none,” Hinske said. “His hand-eye coordination is really good. He 
does a good job of keeping his weight back, keeping his head still and letting the ball travel [deep in the 
hitting zone]. And he can hit all pitches.” 

Simmons’ two-strike success is part of his overall evolution as a hitter. He entered Friday with a career-
best .337 average, an .875 on-base-plus-slugging percentage and 10 strikeouts in 230 plate appearances, 
a major league-best ratio. 

Simmons has learned how to hit tough breaking balls from right handers to the opposite field, 
something he struggled to do earlier in his career with Atlanta. 

“He uses the whole field well, and he’s definitely not afraid to hit with two strikes,” Hinske said. “I think 
that’s the main focus, not being afraid to hit with two strikes and trusting your swing.” 

Change of plans 

Zack Cozart’s plan to test his sore left forearm with a pregame workout Friday was scrapped in favor of 
an MRI test, but the infielder, who suffered the injury on a warmup swing before Wednesday night’s 
game in Detroit, remained confident he will avoid the disabled list. 

“Honestly, it feels better today, so I’m not overly concerned,” Cozart said Friday. “It’s a matter of trying 
to pinpoint exactly what’s going on and go from there. We’re gonna get a picture of it to make sure 
nothing crazy going on.” 

Cozart said the injury is unrelated to the left-elbow ligament replacement surgery he had in 2011, his 
rookie year. 

“We tested the strength around it,” he said, “and there is no issue with the elbow.” 
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Short hops 

Manager Mike Scioscia said Shohei Ohtani would throw a “light” bullpen on Saturday, a “heavy” bullpen 
on Monday and be “penciled” in to start against the Kansas City Royals on Wednesday night. … Reliever 
Oliver Drake, a 31-year-old right-hander who was claimed off waivers from Cleveland on Thursday, was 
activated for Friday night’s game and allowed two hits and a walk in one-third of an inning. Drake had a 
4.81 earned-run average in 106 games for Baltimore, Milwaukee and Cleveland from 2015-18. Right-
hander Akeel Morris was optioned to triple-A Salt Lake. 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Halos rock Colon, roll behind Barria’s gem 

Pujols, Kinsler each hit 2-run homers in shutout of Rangers 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Angels rookie Jaime Barria was less than nine months old when Bartolo Colon broke into 

the Majors with the Indians in April 1997. 

When the 21-year-old Barria took the mound opposite the 45-year-old Colon on Friday night, it 

represented the largest age difference between opposing pitchers in franchise history. But youth 

ultimately trumped seniority, as Barria fired six shutout innings to lead the Angels to a 6-0 win in their 

series opener against the Rangers at Angel Stadium. 

"When he debuted, I was barely one year old," Barria said of Colon. "It's really impressive. It was a great 

moment to share with him and watch him pitch." 

Barria allowed just four hits while walking one and striking out six in the 89-pitch effort. He now has a 

2.48 ERA over seven outings with the Angels, the lowest among American League rookies who have 

pitched at least 30 innings this season. 

"He's been amazing the whole year," shortstop Andrelton Simmons said. "He's going to be big for us 

down the stretch, and we hope he can keep doing what he's been doing so far. He's not fazed at all. It 

doesn't matter who he's pitching against, he's always composed. They might get a couple hits here and 

there, but he comes back at hitters and that's all you can ask of a pitcher, especially a young guy." 

Colon won the AL Cy Young Award with the Angels in 2005, but was not in peak form on Friday, 

surrendering six runs over three innings. Albert Pujols and Ian Kinsler each launched two-run home 

runs, and every batter in the Angels' starting lineup finished with at least one hit. 

After the Angels surged ahead, 6-0, in the third, the game featured little drama until the ninth. The 

Rangers mounted a last-ditch rally against newly acquired reliever Oliver Drake, loading the bases with 

one out and forcing manager Mike Scioscia to bring in Blake Parker to face Ronald Guzman. Parker 

http://m.mlb.com/player/642545/jaime-barria
http://m.mlb.com/player/112526/bartolo-colon
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/rougned-odor-slide-ignites-fracas-vs-angels/c-279440164?tid=27118136
http://m.mlb.com/player/543118/oliver-drake
http://m.mlb.com/player/453284/blake-parker
http://m.mlb.com/player/608597/ronald-guzman
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induced a game-ending 4-6-3 double play, but tempers flared after Rougned Odor slid wide of the bag 

and clipped Simmons on the left shin at second base while attempting to break up the play. 

Simmons took exception to the slide and exchanged heated words with Odor, causing the benches to 

clear, though the confrontation didn't escalate further. The Angels downplayed the fracas afterward. 

"I think Odor goes in there hard," Scioscia said. "He plays hard like our guys play hard. I think the slide 

looked like it took a little bit of a veer. I think Simba is fine with guys going hard, but he's got a nasty 

gash on his shin. He got spiked pretty hard. It just looked like Odor got a little wide on the slide." 

The Angels pounced on Colon early, as Mike Trout ripped a 112-mph double to left field before scoring 

on Pujols' two-run blast to left-center field to give the club a 2-0 lead in the first inning. Luis 

Valbuena then led off the second with a long single off the right-field wall, setting up Kinsler's two-run 

shot to left field. After enduring a slow start to the season, Kinsler is now 10-for-19 over his last five 

games, a stretch that has lifted his batting average from .178 to .216. 

"He's much more comfortable in the box," Scioscia said. "That's a good sign. That's something that 

obviously we're going to need." 

The Angels continued to add on in the third after loading the bases with no outs on back-to-back singles 

from Justin Upton and Pujols and a walk from Shohei Ohtani. Simmons drove in a run with a single to 

left field, and Martin Maldonado contributed an RBI groundout to cap the Angels' productive night at 

the plate. 

Barria, meanwhile, stranded baserunners in the second and third innings and used his lively fastball and 

sharp breaking ball to keep the Rangers at bay for most of the night. He was tested in the sixth after 

yielding a double to Shin-Soo Choo and walking Nomar Mazara to put a pair of runners on with two 

outs, but he kept Texas off the board by striking out Jurickson Profar swinging on a breaking ball in the 

dirt. 

"His poise is well beyond what you would expect a young 21-year-old coming up to the Major Leagues," 

Scioscia said. "Anytime you have an outing like this, it can't help but make your footprints a little bit 

deeper. He's shown us a lot. He's shown us a lot coming through our Minor League system, and he's 

shown us a lot in the looks he's had so far in the major leagues. He's on a good run." 

UP NEXT 

Garrett Richards (4-4, 4.67 ERA) will oppose left-hander Cole Hamels (3-5, 3.74 ERA) as the Angels and 

Rangers continue their three-game series on Saturday night at 6:27 p.m. PT at Angel Stadium. Richards 

took the loss in his last start on Sunday after giving up three runs and walking five over 2 1/3 innings 

against the Yankees. In 22 career appearances (18 starts) against Texas, Richards is 9-4 with a 3.11 ERA. 

Prior to the game, the Angels will hold a ceremony in honor of Albert Pujols, who collected his 3,000th 

career hit last month. 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/596059/rougned-odor
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/472528/luis-valbuena
http://m.mlb.com/player/472528/luis-valbuena
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/455117/martin-maldonado
http://m.mlb.com/player/425783/shin-soo-choo
http://m.mlb.com/player/608577/nomar-mazara
http://m.mlb.com/player/595777/jurickson-profar
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/430935/cole-hamels
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Tempers flare as Rangers-Angels game ends 

Odor’s attempt to break up game-ending double play ends in on-field fracas 

By Avery Yang 

ANAHEIM -- Andrelton Simmons took a spike to the shin on a slide from Rougned Odor, one that forced 

him to wrap his leg with bandages after the Angels' 6-0 win over the Rangers, and one that left a "nasty 

gash," according to Angels manager Mike Scioscia. The dugouts cleared. The bullpens cleared. 

What exactly happened, in Simmons' eyes? 

"Nothing," said Simmons, nursing a tub of part-strawberry, part-mango gelato, seemingly unperturbed 

by the events that took place. "I was trying to tell him, 'You forgot to say hello to your family for me.' 

He's like 'No, I didn't forget, I told them.' I was like 'No, they told me you didn't tell them.' He wasn't 

very happy about it so, it's OK." 

Odor had a more concrete answer as to what actually went down. 

"He pushed me," Odor said. "I was surprised because I made a good slide. It was not a dirty slide. I tried 

to break up the double play with a good slide. That's why I was surprised he pushed me like that. 

"He was angry, but I was like, 'What are you talking about? I made a good slide,'" Odor added. "It was 

not dirty. [Ian] Kinsler was talking to me too and he was fine. This is part of the game." 

Simmons was equally nonchalant when informed of Odor's assertion that the slide was clean. 

"Sure," Simmons said, shrugging. "Good for him. ... I'm gonna eat my gelato and sleep well at night." 

The fracas in question occurred immediately after Friday night's game was over, the play itself a 4-6-3 

double play that ended a threat in the ninth inning and secured the Angels' win. 

As Simmons turned two with a play at second base, Odor appeared to veer out of the baseline in an 

attempt to break up the double play by swiping at Simmons' leg on his slide. 

Odor and Simmons exchanged words while their respective teammates held them back, with several 

Angels and Rangers players jawing at one another in the process. 

"I thought the slide was appropriate," Rangers manager Jeff Banister said. "I didn't see anything I 

thought should warrant the reaction we got. Situation where we are going to continue to play hard 

baseball. Situation where Rougned made contact with the bag. Not sure why the anxiety." 

Regardless of the opinions and interpretations of what took place, there is a rule regarding slides into 

second on double-play attempts. The rule was amended after 2015, when Chase Utley's slide in that 

year's National League Division Series broke Ruben Tejada's leg. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/596059/rougned-odor
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/jaime-barria-leads-angels-shutout-of-rangers/c-279388162
http://m.mlb.com/player/400284/chase-utley
http://m.mlb.com/player/514913/ruben-tejada
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The rule states: If a runner does not engage in a bona fide slide, and initiates (or attempts to make) 

contact with the fielder for the purpose of breaking up a double play, he should be called for 

interference under this Rule 6.01. 

A "bona fide slide" occurs when the runner: 

• (1) begins his slide (i.e., makes contact with the ground) before reaching the base; 

• (2) is able and attempts to reach the base with his hand or foot; 

• (3) is able and attempts to remain on the base (except home plate) after completion of the slide; and 

• (4) slides within reach of the base without changing his pathway for the purpose of initiating contact 

with a fielder. 

Scioscia said that Simmons would be available for Saturday night's game. Simmons repeatedly stated 

that he was fine when asked about his injury postgame. 

Odor has had his share of incidents at second base, both as a runner and a defender, most notably one 

that resulted in a fracas after a hard slide from Jose Bautista in 2016. Odor was suspended for eight 

games for the incident; Bautista one. 

In a separate incident in 2015 against the Giants, Odor slid into second baseman Joe Panik, instigating 

another benches-clearing incident. 

In another hard slide into second base in '15, Odor stepped on the planted leg of then-Angel Johnny 

Giavotella and overslid the bag by several feet in the process, leaving a gash on Giavotella's leg. On that 

one, Odor publicly apologized for his actions. 

 

Ohtani aims to put bat on display at ASG 

Angels' two-way phenom appears on ballot as DH 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Shohei Ohtani is officially listed as a designated hitter on the 2018 MLB All-Star ballot, but 

his batting statistics represent only half of his body of work with the Angels this season. His unique 

status as a two-way player makes him one of the most intriguing candidates on the ballot. 

"He's a special player," manager Mike Scioscia said. "There is no doubt he's contributing to our team at a 

high level. ... I know it would be a great honor. A lot of guys on our team are having great years, and 

certainly Shohei is one of them." 

Online voting for the Camping World MLB All-Star Ballot is now open, allowing fans to weigh in on who 

they want to represent their teams at the All-Star Game on July 17 at Nationals Park. The Angels figure 

to have at least one starter on the American League squad, as superstar center fielder Mike Trout has 

been selected to six consecutive All-Star games and should be a lock again this year. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/430832/jose-bautista
http://m.mlb.com/player/605412/joe-panik
http://m.mlb.com/player/543213/johnny-giavotella
http://m.mlb.com/player/543213/johnny-giavotella
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
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Ohtani has a case to join him in Washington, D.C., as well. The 23-year-old rookie phenom entered 

Friday batting .291 with a .929 OPS and six home runs in 30 games as a left-handed hitter. Ohtani's 

fiercest competition from other American League DHs will likely come from the Red Sox's J.D. 

Martinez (.317 with a 1.030 OPS and 18 homers) and the Yankees' Giancarlo Stanton (.248 with a .793 

OPS and 11 homers), though Ohtani's two-way endeavor and global fanbase could help give him an edge 

in the balloting. 

Should Ohtani not be voted in by the fans, he could still be selected as a pitcher through the players' 

vote. In eight starts on the mound, Ohtani has logged a 3.18 ERA with 57 strikeouts over 45 1/3 innings. 

Angels shortstop Andrelton Simmons has never been named to an All-Star team in his career, but he 

should also be in the conversation this year. Simmons is in the midst of his best season to date, batting 

.337 with an .875 OPS while supplying his usual Gold Glove Award defense, though his competitors will 

include the Indians' Francisco Lindor and the Orioles' Manny Machado, among others. 

Fans may cast votes for starters at MLB.com and all 30 club sites -- on computers, tablets and 

smartphones -- exclusively online using the 2018 Camping World MLB All-Star Ballot until Thursday, July 

5, at 11:59 p.m. ET. On smartphones and tablets, fans can also access the ballot via the MLB At Bat and 

MLB Ballpark mobile apps. Each fan can vote up to five times in any 24-hour period, for a maximum of 

35 ballots cast. 

Following the announcement of this year's All-Star starters, reserves and pitchers, fans should return to 

MLB.com and cast their 2018 Camping World MLB All-Star Final Vote for the final player on each 

league's roster. Then on Tuesday, July 17, while watching the 2018 All-Star Game presented by 

Mastercard live on FOX, fans may visit MLB.com to submit their choices for the Ted Williams Most 

Valuable Player Award presented by Chevrolet with the 2018 MLB All-Star Game MVP Vote. 

The 89th Midsummer Classic, at Nationals Park in Washington, D.C., will be televised nationally by FOX 

Sports; in Canada by Rogers Sportsnet and RDS; and worldwide by partners in more than 180 countries. 

FOX Deportes will provide Spanish-language coverage in the United States, while ESPN Radio and ESPN 

Radio Deportes will provide exclusive national radio coverage of the All-Star Game. MLB Network, 

MLB.com and SiriusXM also will provide comprehensive All-Star Week coverage. For more information 

about MLB All-Star Week and to purchase tickets, please visit AllStarGame.comand follow @MLB and 

@AllStarGame on social media. 

 

Cozart set for MRI on left forearm strain 

Angels infielder misses 3rd straight game Friday vs. Rangers 

By Avery Yang 

http://m.mlb.com/player/502110/jd-martinez
http://m.mlb.com/player/502110/jd-martinez
http://m.mlb.com/player/519317/giancarlo-stanton
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/596019/francisco-lindor
http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
https://www.mlb.com/all-star/ballot
http://m.mlb.com/all-star-game/
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ANAHEIM -- Zack Cozart missed his third straight game on Friday night with a left forearm strain. He is 

scheduled to receive an MRI to determine its severity, and, so far, there are no updates regarding a 

potential disabled-list stint. Cozart, for one, doesn't believe he'll need one. 

"Honestly, it feels better today so I'm not really overly concerned," Cozart said. "I think it's just a matter 

of pinpointing exactly what's going on and go from there, but it does definitely feel better today." 

"It was just a freak thing," Cozart added. "I don't know what could have caused it, I mean I just took a 

swing and it just kinda locked up on me. It's still tight right now but gonna get a little picture of it just to 

make sure nothing's crazy in there and go from there. Hopefully it's nothing." 

Cozart, who received Tommy John surgery during his rookie season in 2011, said this injury was 

unrelated to that procedure. He stressed that it was exclusively a muscle issue. 

"It's definitely a muscle issue. It's just a matter of letting that muscle calm down," Cozart said. "It's so 

tight right now, [the plan] is just get it to relax a little bit." 

Cozart's original strategy was to test it out during early batting practice, but now the plan is to forgo any 

hitting for the foreseeable future. He is hitting .232/.310/.395 with five homers and a 96 wRC+over 216 

plate appearances this season. 

Drake joins 25-man roster; Morris sent down 

Oliver Drake, who was claimed off of waivers from the Indians on Thursday, reported to the Major 

League club on Friday, taking the spot of Akeel Morris, who was sent down to Triple-A Salt Lake. Drake 

is expected to be a long-reliever out of the bullpen, which has been one of the most overworked in the 

American League with 215 1/3 innings pitched. 

"He'll be a multiple-inning guy," manager Mike Scioscia said. "He's got two Major League pitches and 

when he's on, he's shown he can get Major League hitters out. A couple rough outings here and there 

with some clubs but we have a lot of confidence in his stuff." 

Drake pitched four games with the Indians, going 0-0 with a 12.46 ERA, before being designated for 

assignment. It was the second time this season that he had been designated for assignment -- he had 

appeared in 11 games for the Brewers earlier in the year, going 1-0 with a 6.39 ERA and 15 strikeouts. 

Ohtani 'penciled in' for a start next Wednesday 

Scioscia all but confirmed that Shohei Ohtani will start next Wednesday against the Royals, saying that 

he was "penciled in" for that date, continuing his once-per-week starting pace -- contingent on his 

preparation in the coming days. 

"Shohei will go through the same paces and make sure that he comes out of each [one] like he does 

every start, make sure he comes out OK," Scioscia said. "He'll throw a light bullpen [session] tomorrow, 

heavy bullpen on Monday and just evaluate and see where it is. It'll be obviously some time next week." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/446359/zack-cozart
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/advanced-stats/weighted-runs-created-plus
http://m.mlb.com/player/543118/oliver-drake
http://m.mlb.com/player/592570/akeel-morris
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
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It will be Ohtani's ninth start of the season. He is 4-1 with a 3.18 ERA, 3.23 FIP and 1.08 WHIP over 45 

1/3 innings thus far this year. 

 

                 FROM THE ATHLETIC       

Jaime Barria continues to shine as the Angels shut out the Rangers 6-0 

By Steve Dilbeck 

You’ll have to forgive Angels right-hander Jaime Barria for his soft, baby face. Compared to his pitching 

opponent Friday night, the toddler period of his major-league career remains months off. 

Barria is all of 21, not that you would be able to tell when he’s on the mound looking all comfortable and 

at home like some craggily veteran. Someone like, say, his opponent for the evening, Rangers pitcher 

Bartolo Colon. 

Colon, 45, made his major-league debut with the Indians when Barria was all of eight months old. Barria 

was born in Panama in 1996, at a time when Bob Dole and Ross Perot were running against incumbent 

Bill Clinton for POTUS. Yet there they were in Anaheim on Friday, strange baseball bedfellows as Colon 

made his 549th career appearance in the majors, and Barria his seventh. 

While Colon suffered through an off night (six runs in three innings), Barria more than held his own. He 

threw six scoreless innings, holding Texas to four hits in a 6-0 victory for Los Angeles, while looking like 

he had been doing this all his life and not like he’d been pitching in Single-A only a year ago. 

“He’s not fazed at all,” said Angels shortstop Andrelton Simmons. “It doesn’t matter who he’s pitching 

against, he’s always composed. 

“They might get a couple hits here and there, but he comes right back at hitters. And that’s all you can 

ask of pitchers, especially a young guy. To go out there and do that, it’s pretty cool.” 

Barria has looked cool throughout his brief MLB career. He is 5-1 in seven starts this season with a 2.48 

ERA, the lowest among American League rookies with a minimum of 30 innings. He is also the first 

Angels starter in 2018 to win four consecutive games. 

“He did a great job,” said Angels manager Mike Scioscia. “His stuff was crisp, he changed speeds well, he 

used all of his pitches and threw six strong innings.” 

He’s managed all this success without the benefit of being overpowering. His fastball on Friday was in 

the 89-92 mph range, while his slider was between 81-83 mph. Still, he has a reasonable 30 strikeouts 

and just nine walks in 36 1/3 innings this season. Barria’s success comes from the strong movement on 

his fastball and excellent control. 

http://m.mlb.com/glossary/advanced-stats/fielding-independent-pitching
http://www.milb.com/r/video?content_id=2099402883
http://www.milb.com/r/video?content_id=2099402883
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“He has really good life on his fastball,” Scioscia said. “He’s got good command of all his pitches. 

Everything is out of the same slot. He will give you three different looks on any count, and when a 

pitcher can do that, he’s got a chance to have success.” 

“I’m locating all my pitches, every single one of them, and that gives me confidence and makes me feel 

good,” Barria said through an interpreter. “I feel confident, but not too confident. I’m relaxed and that’s 

what allows me to be successful.” 

Barria spent five seasons in the minors before the Angels called him up in early April. He’s pitched well in 

nearly every outing and has allowed more than two runs in only one start. That came in his previous 

outing against the Yankees on May 26 when he surrendered four runs in five innings. He was so upset 

over that performance that he used it as motivation to immediately came back and shut the Rangers 

down. 

Barria, who was initially called up as an injury replacement and who has been sent back to the minors 

three times this season, is now making a very strong case for becoming a regular part of the Angels’ 

rotation. 

“Anytime you have an outing like this it can’t help but make your footprints a little deeper,” Scioscia 

said. “He’s shown us a lot coming up through our minor-league system and shown us a lot in the looks 

he’s had so far in the major leagues. He’s on a good run.” 

He’s convincing teammates, who talk like they expect Barria and all his youth to do more than just stick. 

“He’s been amazing for us,” Simmons said. “He’s been amazing the whole year. He’s going to be big for 

us down the stretch and we hope he can keep doing what he’s been doing for us.” 

Colon, of course, has been through more ups and downs in his 21-year career than Barria can possibly 

envision. But if Barria appears unruffled by both his major-league surroundings and success, he is still 

mindful and respectful of where he is. 

“It was a great moment to share this outing with Bartolo on the other side.” 

 

                 FROM ESPN.COM       

Hard slide by Roughned Odor results in benches clearing, differing views 

After the game had ended and the benches had cleared, Texas Rangersbaserunner Rougned 

Odor and Los Angeles Angels shortstop Andrelton Simmons had differing views of a slide into second 

base that left a "nasty gash" on Simmons' left leg. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/tex/texas-rangers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32170/rougned-odor
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32170/rougned-odor
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31728/andrelton-simmons
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The game-ending double play sealed the Angels' 6-0 shutout, but Simmons took exception to Odor's 

attempt to break it up. Benches cleared and peace was quickly restored, but the accounts of the play 

were just beginning. 

"He pushed me," Odor told reporters after the game. "I was surprised because I made a good slide. It 

was not a dirty slide. I tried to break up the double play with a good slide. That's why I was surprised he 

pushed me like that. 

"He was angry, but I was like, 'What are you talking about?' I made a good slide. It was not dirty. [Ian] 

Kinsler was talking to me too, and he was fine. This is part of the game." 

Simmons, a three-time Gold Glove winner, vehemently disagreed. 

"When I get out of the way, I'm normally pretty good, so I don't have a problem normally," Simmons 

said when asked how often he gets spiked turning a double play. 

Rangers manager Jeff Banister thought the slide was "appropriate," while Angels manager Mike Scioscia 

said he thought Odor took "a little bit of a veer ... a little bit wide" and spiked Simmons. 

Simmons refused to elaborate further as to what happened on the play. 

"Nothing," Simmons said while eating gelato. "I was trying to tell him, 'You forgot to say hello to your 

family for me.' He's like, 'No, I didn't forget, I told them.' I was like, 'No, they told me you didn't tell 

them.' He wasn't very happy about it, so it's OK. 

"... I'm gonna eat my gelato and sleep well at night." 

Scioscia and Simmons said the leg would be fine, and the shortstop isn't expected to miss any time. 

 

                 FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS     

Pujols HR, Angels top Texas 6-0; benches clear at end 

ANAHEIM, Calif. -- Contributions from their grizzled slugger and emerging young pitcher helped get 
the Los Angeles Angels back on track. 

Albert Pujols hit his 622nd career home run, rookie Jaime Barria threw six sharp innings and the Angels 
ended a two-game losing skid by defeating the Texas Rangers 6-0 on Friday night. 

Pujols took Bartolo Colon (2-3) deep for the fourth time in his career with a two-run shot to left-center 
in the first inning. Pujols has eight homers this season, and needs eight more to tie Ken Griffey Jr. for 
sixth place in MLB history. He's also three RBI away from tying Stan Musial's 1,951 for sixth-most. 

Pujols went 2 for 4, and his single in the third inning was the 3,023rd hit of his career to tie Lou Brock for 
27th place. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/recap?gameId=380601103
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6197/ian-kinsler
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6197/ian-kinsler
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/4574/albert-pujols
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34956/jaime-barria
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/tex/texas-rangers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/3602/bartolo-colon
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"He keeps going," Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. "I think his last 25 ABs he's feeling much more 
comfortable in the box. He's a tough out, especially with guys in scoring position." 

While Pujols made his steady march up the record books, the emergence of Barria (5-1) continued by 
striking out six while allowing four hits and one walk. The 21-year-old righty has won four of his last five 
starts. 

"His poise is well beyond what you'd expect for a young 21-year-old coming up to the major leagues," 
Scioscia said. "If he's gonna get hit, it's because the other team is better on that day." 

That composure was evident in the top of the second when Barria struck out Ronald Guzman on three 
pitches following Rougned Odor's two-out double to put runners on second and third. 

Ian Kinsler hit a two-run homer in the bottom half of the inning to give the Angels a 4-0 lead, 
and Andrelton Simmons and Martin Maldonado each drove in a run in the third. 

Colon gave up six runs, eight hits and one walk in three innings. 

"Really, it seemed like he couldn't get the ball down in the strike zone where he needed to," Rangers 
manager Jeff Banister said. "He missed pitched out over the zone, and they didn't miss, so just a tough 
night for Bart." 

EVENTFUL ENDING 

The benches cleared after Guzman grounded into a game-ending double play, with Simmons taking 
exception over how Odor slid wide going into second base and resulted in a cut on the shortstop's left 
leg. 

Pujols helped play peacemaker and the incident did not devolve into a physical altercation. 

Odor and Banister both felt it was a clean play, but the three-time Gold Glove winner vehemently 
disagreed. 

"When I get out of the way, I'm normally pretty good, so I don't have a problem normally," Simmons 
said when asked how often he gets spiked turning a double play. 

BIG GAP 

The age difference between the starting pitchers was the largest in Angels' history, with the 45-year-old 
Colon holding the edge on Barria by 23 years and 55 days. 

Barria noted that he was 1 when Colon started pitching in the majors. 

"It was a great moment to share this outing with Bartolo on the other side," Barria said through an 
interpreter. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33241/ronald-guzman
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32170/rougned-odor
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6197/ian-kinsler
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Rangers: RHP Tim Lincecum (blister) gave up one unearned run in two innings during a rehab assignment 
at Triple-A Round Rock on Thursday. Lincecum's stint on the 60-day disabled list will end Tuesday, at 
which point the Rangers will have to activate or release the two-time Cy Young Award winner. 

Angels: 2B Zack Cozart underwent an MRI after missing his third straight games because of tightness in 
his left forearm. Scioscia did not know the result of the scan, but said Cozart was feeling better and did 
not expect him to go on the disabled list. ... Shohei Ohtani, who went 1 for 3 with a double, could make 
his next start as a pitcher on Wednesday. "That's the date we have penciled, but we can adjust," Scioscia 
said. 

UP NEXT 

Rangers: LHP Cole Hamels (3-5, 3.74 ERA) has fared well in his five career starts at Angel Stadium, going 
2-1 with a 2.16 ERA. Hamels has never allowed more than two earned runs in a start at the Big A. 

Angels: RHP Garrett Richards (4-4, 4.67) is 9-4 with a 3.11 ERA in 22 career games against Texas, 
including 18 starts. However, Richards is 0-3 in his last five starts against the Rangers since picking up his 
last win on Sept. 4, 2015. 

 

                 FROM NBC SPORTS       

Benches clear after final out of Angels-Rangers game 

By Ashley Varela 

Things got a little dicey after the last out of the Angels’ 6-0 win on Friday, prompting a benches-clearing 
confrontation as the Angels sealed the shutout with a 4-6-3 double play. In the ninth inning, Ronald 
Guzman slapped a grounder right to second baseman Ian Kinsler, who flipped it to Andrelton 
Simmons to catch Rougned Odor for the second out, then fired it back to first base to complete the 
double play. 

Odor slid into second base spikes-high in an attempt to break up the double play, catching Simmons’ 
shin and doing enough damage that the shortstop’s leg had to be treated after the game (though it 
doesn’t appear severe enough to keep him out of the lineup for Saturday’s rematch). Simmons was 
reportedly angry about the dirty slide, while Odor asserted that he had simply made a “good slide,” one 
that did not violate the rules of runner interference. 

As soon as Albert Pujols recorded the final out of the game, Odor and Simmons went head-to-head in a 
lively discussion about the slide while the benches and dugouts cleared around them. The two were 
quickly separated during the shouting match, however, and no replay review was needed to overturn 
the double play. 

Later that evening, Simmons offered an alternate explanation for the fracas, tellingMLB.com’s Avery 
Yang, “I was trying to tell him, ‘You forgot to say hello to your family for me.’ He’s like ‘No, I didn’t 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30466/zack-cozart
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39832/shohei-ohtani
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6216/cole-hamels
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forget, I told them.’ I was like ‘No, they told me you didn’t tell them.’ He wasn’t very happy about it so, 
it’s OK.” 

The Angels and Rangers are scheduled to face off again on Saturday at 9:07 PM ET. 

 

                 FROM CBS SPORTS       

Rangers’ Hamels ignores trade talk, focuses on Angels 

As speculation continues to build that Texas Rangers left-hander Cole Hamels will soon be traded to a 
playoff-contending team, he expects to mute any distractions Saturday night against the Los Angeles 
Angels at Angel Stadium. 

By STATS 

As speculation continues to build that Texas Rangers left-hander Cole Hamels will soon be traded to a 
playoff-contending team, he expects to mute any distractions Saturday night against the Los Angeles 
Angels at Angel Stadium. 

"I have a job to do, and it's to win here," he told reporters earlier in the week. "This is where I want to 
be." 

Hamels has been down this road before. After throwing the first solo no-hitter of his career on July 25, 
2015, he was traded to the Rangers six days later by the Philadelphia Phillies, where he spent the 
previous 10 1/2 seasons. 

Hamels, 34, helped the Rangers clinch the AL West title that year by beating the Angels on the final day 
of the regular season. 

Now it's the Rangers (24-36) who might soon be sellers, and Hamels represents one of their prime 
assets. He's signed through this season with Texas holding a $20-million team option for 2019. 

"All the decisions are not up to me," Hamels said. "The only decision I have in my hand is to throw the 
baseball and get guys out. That's what I've been able to learn with the previous experiences, and just 
kind of go from there. In a way, it simplifies things." 

Hamels (3-5, 3.74 ERA) had four losses before the end of April for the first time in his 13-year career, but 
the four-time All Star rebounded with a solid May, posting a 2-1 record and a 3.20 ERA. 

Still, the Rangers are deep in last place in the AL West and have dropped four straight to the Angels (31-
27). Los Angeles won the series opener 6-0 on Friday night, chasing 45-year-old right-hander Bartolo 
Colon with two runs in each of the first three innings. 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/TEX/texas-rangers
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
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Despite the team's struggles and his trade rumors, Hamels said it hasn't been difficult focusing on his 
current responsibilities. 

"I'm just here to play, trying to remain healthy and maintain what I can do out on the field," he said. 
"Just getting good results and enjoying playing the game of baseball. I think that's really all I care about." 

Hamels is 4-2 in 10 career starts against the Angels with a 2.82 ERA. A San Diego native, he's 2-1 at Angel 
Stadium with a 2.16 mark. 

Angels right-hander Garrett Richards (4-4, 3.67) will try to bounce back from a rough outing Sunday at 
the New York Yankees. Richards gave up three runs and walked five in 2 1/3 innings, the difference in 
the 3-1 loss that prevented the Angels from winning the series. Richards dropped to 0-5 in his career 
against the Yankees with an 8.42 ERA. 

"I've got to be better than that," he told reporters after Sunday's loss. 

Richards also walked five batters against the Rangers on April 9, causing him to exit after 4 1/3 innings 
and fail to register the win in the 8-3 victory in Texas. 

He has fared well overall in his career against the Rangers, however. 

His 9-4 mark against Texas represents his most wins against any major league team. He has a 3.11 ERA in 
22 appearances against the Rangers, which includes 18 starts. 

 

                 FROM THE JAPAN TIMES      

MLB rookie Ohtani voted Japan’s favorite athlete, dethroning Ichiro: survey 

New Japanese major leaguer Shohei Ohtani became the nation’s favorite athlete this year, a recent 
survey showed. 

Ohtani, a pitcher and designated hitter for the Los Angeles Angels, topped the poll with 21.7 percent of 
the votes, replacing veteran MLB star Ichiro Suzuki, who received 11.1 percent, according to the survey 
by Central Research Services Inc. 

The Seattle Mariners outfielder dropped to second place in the rankings after topping the survey for two 
years in a row. 

Figure skater Yuzuru Hanyu, the two-time Olympic champion, came in third with 11 percent of the 
votes. 

The survey, conducted through face-to-face interviews between April 6 and 15, covered people 20 or 
older across Japan. Of the 4,000 people surveyed, 1,207 gave valid responses. 
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On other topics, the survey found that 43.4 percent of the respondents are interested in this year’s FIFA 
soccer World Cup finals in Russia, down 8.4 points from the previous World Cup four years ago. 

Those who expect Japan to advance to the round of 16 in this year’s finals came to 55.8 percent. 

As for the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics in South Korea in February, 29.9 percent said figure skating 
was the sport that impressed them most, followed by speed skating (22.7 percent) and curling (17.5 
percent). 

Swimming was cited as the sport respondents most looked forward to watching at the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics, followed by gymnastics and track and field. 

Baseball and softball, which will be part of the quadrennial games for the first time in 12 years, ranked 
fourth. 

 

                 FROM KYODO NEWS       

BASEBALL: Shohei Ohtani has 1st hit in 4 games as Angels beat Rangers 

Shohei Ohtani doubled for his first hit in four games as the Los Angeles Angels beat the Texas Rangers 6-
0 on Friday. 

After Albert Pujols hit a two-run home run to put the Angels ahead in the bottom of the first, the 23-
year-old Ohtani doubled off right-hander Bartolo Colon (2-3) in his first at-bat at Angel Stadium. 

Ohtani went 1-for-3 and drew a walk in the Angels' two-run third. Justin Upton and Pujols singled before 
the Angels loaded the bases with Ohtani's walk and scored for a 6-0 lead. 

"We did things well from the start and scored a lot of runs, so I was able to take advantage of that 
extremely good situation," Ohtani said. "In those circumstances, I was able to do my part." 

The Japanese two-way sensation was making his first plate appearance since his matchup against 
countryman Masahiro Tanaka last Sunday when the Angels fell 3-1 to the New York Yankees. He played 
as designated hitter in the Angels' three-game series against the Yankees but went hitless in all nine of 
his at-bats. 

Ian Kinsler's two-run, second-inning homer gave the Angels a 4-0 lead, and right-hander Jaime Barria (5-
1) picked up the win for striking out six, while allowing four hits and a walk over six innings. 

Ohtani, who is 4-1 on the mound, is scheduled to make his ninth start on Wednesday when the Angels 
play the Kansas City Royals at Angel Stadium. He allowed a run over five innings and got a no-decision in 
his previous start last Wednesday against the Detroit Tigers. 

 


