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Cubs.com 
Bote stings Nats again as Cubs grind out win 
By Elliott Smith 
 
WASHINGTON -- David Bote did it again -- even if he didn't exactly know what happened. 
 
Bote doubled to the right-center-field gap to drive in the go-ahead run in the 10th inning and later 
scored an insurance run as the Cubs continued their long road trip with a gritty 6-4 victory over the 
Nationals on Thursday at Nationals Park. 
 
Mired in a 2-for-24 slump, Bote drove another stake into the heart of Washington, this time by 
hammering a 100.3-mph fastball from Nationals reliever Jimmy Cordero just past the outstretched glove 
of center fielder Victor Robles to score Albert Almora Jr., who had doubled with one out. But Bote 
initially wasn't sure of his heroics. 
 
"I actually didn't see where it went at first -- you can kind of see me looking around," Bote said with a 
laugh. "I didn't know where it went and then I heard the dugout kind of screaming, and I'm like, 'Oh, it's 
gotta be somewhere good.' I was trying to find out and saw them running." 
 
It was Bote's second big hit against Washington, as he blasted a walk-off grand slam against the 
Nationals on Aug. 12 at Wrigley Field -- a fact that wasn't lost on the crowd at Nationals Park. 
 
"I heard the boos today," Bote said. "I love it. That's fun. You love to play in those kind of atmospheres. 
It's kind of like, 'Let's do this.'" 
 
Pinch-hitter Taylor Davis added an insurance run with an RBI single, and Jesse Chavez closed out the 
victory with his third save for the Cubs, who improved to 9-8 in extra-inning games this season. 
Chicago's bullpen was excellent, as six pitchers combined to throw five scoreless innings after starter 
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Kyle Hendricks allowed four runs (one earned) on six hits over five frames. Pedro Strop (5-1) picked up 
the victory with a clean ninth. 
 
With the win, Chicago's lead in the National League Central stretched to 4 1/2 games over the idle 
Brewers, and the team's magic number for clinching the division is 18. 
 
"What an interesting game," manager Joe Maddon said. "You talk about a complete team victory, my 
God. That's exactly what that was. We played hard, man. Give the boys credit." 
 
The Cubs are in the middle of a stretch of 23 games in 23 days, including their current 11-game road trip, 
and when you factor in travel days, extra innings and the grind of a long season, sometimes the onus is 
going to fall on players like Bote to deliver in clutch situations. 
 
"Like I said since the beginning, anything I can do to help the team win, whether it's starting or coming 
off the bench, I'm just being ready every single time I'm put in the game," Bote said. "Each win at this 
point of the season is key. You can't let whatever the circumstances are change how we approach the 
game. We've got to be ready to go, and that's how this team goes about their business." 
 
The Cubs opened a 2-0 lead in the third inning behind RBI hits from Anthony Rizzo and Ben Zobrist, who 
each had two knocks on the night, and the team rallied from deficits of 3-2 and 4-3 to improve to 12-5 in 
the 23-game stretch. 
 
"We've really fought through some very difficult moments recently, and the whole team has been 
playing," Maddon said. "Not just a couple of guys, the whole group has been getting it done." 
 
MOMENT THAT MATTERED 
Maddon pushed the right bullpen buttons in the eighth inning, removing Carl Edwards Jr. after he 
allowed a walk and a double while recording just one out. Left-hander Justin Wilson came into the game 
to face righty slugger Mark Reynolds, who has been solid against left-handed pitching. But the 
counterintuitive move paid off as Wilson won an eight-pitch battle with a strikeout and then got Wilmer 
Difo to fly out and end the threat. 
 
"That's the game," Maddon said. "That moment is the game. [Wilson] got ready fast, he came out and 
he threw strikes, like really strikes right where he wanted to." 
 
SOUND SMART 
Terrance Gore is known for his speed, and he swiped second base in the eighth as a pinch-runner with a 
sprint speed of 31.4 ft/sec -- well above the MLB average of 27 ft/sec. Gore now has 23 career steals 
during his MLB career, but just 15 career plate appearances, and he has yet to record a big league hit. 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Zobrist caught a big break in the third inning to help stake the Cubs to a 2-0 lead when he ripped a ball 
down the first-base line that was heading toward Reynolds. But the ball took a wicked carom off the 
outside corner of the base and ricocheted into right field, allowing Rizzo to easily score from second. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"He's a pitcher, man. He's a pitch-maker. He slows things down. He's the Ben Zobrist of relief pitchers. 
He can do so many different things out there." -- Maddon on Chavez, who picked up the sixth save of his 
career 
 
UP NEXT 



 

Jon Lester will take the hill in a 6:05 p.m. CT start at Nationals Park on Friday against Washington's Joe 
Ross, who is making his season debut. Lester will be looking to bounce back against the Nats after 
allowing nine runs (eight earned) in a loss to them on Aug. 11 at Wrigley Field. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Murphy cheered by Nats fans in return to DC 
By Elliott Smith 
 
WASHINGTON -- The Cubs didn't arrive in D.C. until very early Thursday morning after a late night in 
Milwaukee, and even though Daniel Murphy probably felt more rested than his teammates, he was still 
dealing with his own disorientation. 
 
"I slept in my own bed last night," Murphy said. "But I came in and I'm playing a road game." 
 
After nearly three seasons with the Nationals, Murphy was back in Washington on Thursday for the first 
time since he was placed on waivers and traded to the Cubs on Aug. 21. While the deal has paid 
immediate dividends for Chicago -- the team is 11-4 since the move -- Murphy still feels a connection to 
the Nats. 
 
"There's definitely emotions," he said. "I think of all the relationships I've been able to build and my 
family's been able to build over the last 2 1/2 seasons, coming up on three years -- relationships that I 
cherish, that my family cherishes, that we'll take long beyond my playing days." 
 
Murphy has been exactly what the Cubs were hoping for since the deal, providing production at the top 
of the lineup, a position not familiar to the veteran hitter. The second baseman has slotted into the 
leadoff spot more times during his brief tenure in Chicago (14 starts) than during his entire career up 
until the trade (12). 
 
"My first thought was to continue to have good at-bats," Murphy said. "That's really the only thing in my 
control. My second thought was that it was going to be a lot of at-bats. I'll get more than everybody 
else." 
 
Murphy said he wasn't expecting any sort of reaction from Nationals fans during the series, and that 
once the game started, it would be business as usual. However, the Nationals did play a video honoring 
Murphy's time with the team before the game, and Murphy tipped his cap to cheering fans. He also 
received a nice ovation before his first at-bat. 
 
"I never expect to get cheered. You just come out and try to do your job and play as hard as you can," he 
said. "If there's applause, I'll be humbled by it. My job is to come in and play baseball every day. The 
Chicago Cubs claimed me, I was traded here, and I'm trying to do as much as I can to help us try to win 
the pennant and the World Series." 
 
Morrow hopeful for return 
While manager Joe Maddon said Wednesday that there was "barely" enough time for reliever Brandon 
Morrow to return from the right biceps inflammation that has sidelined the pitcher since July 18, 
Morrow is determined to get back on the active roster. 
 
Sunday figures to be a huge step, as Morrow will throw off a mound for the first time since the injury, 
with a tentative plan to return to the team on Sept. 15 or 16. 



 

 
"We have a date for when I would be returning and I'm trying to get there," Morrow said Thursday. "I 
haven't thrown off the mound again -- that's the next step. That'll tell me a lot, and everything from 
there on out will be toward returning. That's what we've had our eye on. I know there's not much time 
left. There's not time for a rehab assignment or anything like that." 
 
The Cubs have approached Morrow's absence at closer with a committee approach, and while Maddon 
would love to have Morrow back at his disposal, the team is taking a wait-and-see approach. 
 
"Every time he goes out and throws, wait the day, evaluate where he's at and try to get to the next 
phase of the rehab," Maddon said. "One appearance at a time, one rehab moment at a time, and then 
we'll try to figure it out." 
 
Injury updates 
Outfielder Kyle Schwarber was out of the starting lineup Thursday, one day after complaining of back 
tightness while still hitting a home run in the victory over the Brewers. Maddon said the injury was "truly 
day to day" and that he had yet to speak to Schwarber about it. Maddon had no update on Jason 
Heyward (right hamstring), who did not make the trip to Washington. 
 
Velazquez, Abbott earn Minor League honors 
The Cubs announced that outfielder Nelson Velazquez (Class A Short Season Eugene) and pitcher Cory 
Abbott (Class A Advanced Myrtle Beach) were the organization's Minor League Player and Pitcher of the 
Month for August, respectively. 
 
Velazquez, 19, hit .290 with seven doubles, two triples, five homers, 14 RBIs and seven stolen bases in 
his final 28 games of the regular season. Abbott, 22, went 2-0 with a 0.67 ERA in five August starts, 
striking out 29 batters while walking 10. He limited opposing hitters to a .188 batting average. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Justin Wilson emerging to fill key role in Cubs bullpen 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
WASHINGTON -- First impressions can be deceiving -- and sometimes lasting. Just ask any politician in 
this city. That also applies to relief pitchers, where a bad half-season can label you as untrustworthy for 
years to come. 
 
But in Chicago Cubs manager Joe Maddon's world, there is no doghouse -- and there's always a way 
back. Lefty Justin Wilson is an example: He's found his way back and could be a huge key for an October 
run. 
 
"What you're seeing is a strike-thrower with that little extra thing he has at the end [of his fastball]," 
Maddon said after the Cubs' 6-4 victory over the Washington Nationals in 10 innings Thursday. "That 
gets lefties and righties out. It's not just about getting lefties out." 
 
Good thing Wilson can get both sides of the plate out, as he was called upon to clean up a mess in the 
eighth inning of a 4-4 game. Carl Edwards Jr. allowed baserunners to reach second and third, so there 
was no margin for error when Wilson came in to face righty Mark Reynolds with one out. Reynolds is 
hitting .316 off lefties this year. Eight pitches later, he struck out on a 96 mph fastball. Wilson then 
induced a fly ball by Wilmer Difo to end the inning and preserve the tie. 



 

 
"That's the game," Maddon said. "That moment is the game. He got ready fast. He came out and threw 
strikes. Quality strikes." 
 
At one time, throwing strikes was just about the hardest thing for Wilson to do. After being acquired by 
Chicago last July from the Detroit Tigers, the veteran fell apart. His walk rate skyrocketed to 20.9 percent 
with his new team. The first impression was a bad one, and it had fans asking the front office to send 
Wilson packing or for Maddon to bury him at the back end of the bullpen. 
 
The problem was the Cubs didn't have other great options from the left side, so they went to work fixing 
him. They're lucky they did, because with closer Brandon Morrow a question mark with a bone bruise in 
his pitching arm, the Cubs need all the help they can get in the pen. 
 
"We talked about that a lot in spring training," Maddon said. "He could be the linchpin to this whole 
season in the bullpen. Right now he's demonstrating that." 
 
In what might be the most unappreciated stat of the year, Wilson leads all relievers with a 93.5 percent 
inherited-runner percentage. He's stranded all but two on the season, including two more Thursday. 
 
Asked what the difference in Wilson is, Thursday starter Kyle Hendricks shrugged. "He's just making 
better pitches," Hendricks said. 
 
Maddon echoed that thought, although the Cubs tinkered with Wilson's delivery to help his command. 
It's paid off in the form of 14 consecutive scoreless outings while striking out 65 in 50⅔ innings. With 
October approaching and other relievers, including the aforementioned Edwards, struggling, Wilson 
could very well be that linchpin Maddon talked about months ago. 
 
"He never cried or complained," Maddon said. "His concept was he needed to pitch better." 
 
So it seems some first impressions aren't lasting ones. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
How the Cubs have formed a 'mental edge' over opponents 
By Tony Andracki 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — There's just something about the Cubs at Nationals Park. 
 
Eleven months after Wade Davis and the Cubs somehow found a way to beat the Nationals in an epic 
NLDS Game 5, Joe Maddon's group once again battled and picked up a tough 6-4 win Thursday night in 
D.C. 
 
Though this time, Davis was nowhere to be found and Maddon had to squeeze the absolute most out of 
his bullpen in the 10-inning affair. 
 
Brandon Kintzler — now a Cubs reliever, but was a part of the Nationals bullpen in that NLDS — believes 
his current team has a "mental edge" over opponents. Daniel Murphy — who followed Kintzler from 
Washington to Chicago — said he was impressed with the way this Cubs team can take a punch and give 
one right back. 
 



 

That's the perception of this Cubs team from the opposing dugout and they proved why again Thursday 
night. 
 
With the win over the Nationals, the Cubs guaranteed they would finish this tough stretch of 23 games 
in 23 days with a winning record...and they still have six games to play to improve upon that record.  
 
"We've really fought through some very difficult moments lately," Maddon said. "... I think our guys are 
baseball bright enough and they've been through enough to know there's no sense in crying or 
complaining about this [stretch]. We gotta do this. And they've done wonderfully. We've done 
wonderfully with all this. 
 
"I'm proud of them. I just want us to tighten up some of the periphery stuff, that's all. That's where I 
become a little bit of a perfectionist. It's about the controllable stuff. You can strike out, make an error, I 
don't care. But the controllable, mental side of the game is where I want us to be very tight." 
 
Maybe the Cubs do have a mental edge over opponents like the Nationals. That winning culture could 
help explain why the 2018 Cubs are marching toward the best record in the NL while the Nats will 
probably be waving goodbye to Bryce Harper this winter without having ever won a playoff series. 
 
It's impossible to try to quantify a "mental edge," but either way, the results are still the same — both 
last fall and the way the 2018 season has played out. 
 
"I knew the Cubs were dangerous," Kintzler said. "They were a team I really didn't want to face because I 
knew [Max] Scherzer is only gonna have one start in the playoffs. 
 
"I knew they were gonna have an edge on us. But then once they came into D.C. and they won 3-0 that 
first game and really should've won that second game — you knew it wasn't gonna be an easy series. 
 
"You could just tell — they were a scrappy team and they had pieces that knew how to win a game. I felt 
that way. I don't know if as a team we felt that way, but I felt like we were definitely talented but the 
Cubs just had something that we didn't have." 
 
Now that Kintzler has spent the last five weeks on the other side of the coin (he was traded from the 
Nats to the Cubs before the July 31 deadline), he has an idea what sets this team apart. 
 
"They're pretty laid back here," Kintzler said. "That's the thing — they don't take anything too serious. A 
loss is a loss — they move on. Which, you know, the best teams are going to lose 65 times a year, so you 
might as well — not be good at losing, but you gotta be able to accept it. 
 
"These guys are good at turning the page. And that's what makes them successful. They know that if 
they show up, they're gonna win. Even if everyone's hurt or out of line, they still feel like they're gonna 
win. They just have that mental edge. 
 
"That's what I felt like when we played against them in the playoffs last year. They had something over 
us. I felt like we were the better team on that other side. They just had something over us. They had 
tons of confidence and they know how to win games." 
 
Kyle Hendricks started Thursday's game at Nationals Park against Stephen Strasburg in the same pitching 
matchup for Game 1 of that NLDS last fall. 
 



 

The Cubs right-hander believes his team's mental edge comes from a camaraderie in the clubhouse and 
wanting to win for each other. 
 
"Being through it in '15 and '16, all those games in the playoffs has just brought the group pretty close 
together," Hendricks said. "A lot of us being young at the time, I think it kinda molded our mindset and 
how we play. 
 
"It helps having the same kind of guys around and fostering that confidence knowing that we have what 
it takes in this clubhouse at all times." 
 
That kind of approach and winning culture has helped the Cubs to their fourth straight winning season 
for the first time in franchise history since 1967-72. 
 
The Cubs have spent a lot of time and energy focused on the mental aspect of the game over the last 
few seasons — something Maddon preaches on a daily basis.  
 
In the analytical age of baseball, many pundits undervalue the idea of clubhouse chemistry, but Maddon 
set about changing that culture immediately after he took over as manager of the Cubs prior to the 2015 
season. 
 
Before Thursday's game at Nationals Park, Maddon was asked what the secret is to the Cubs' sustained 
success the last few years. 
 
"Before [pitching and defense] comes the culture and attitude," Maddon said. "And the believability on 
a daily basis and the selflessness. All these leadership kind of words that I think are true. The group that 
doesn't believe that is because they've never had to do it. Kind of a 'mock what you don't understand' 
kind of thing. 
 
"What happens first — chemistry or the winning? Everybody says, 'Well, if you're winning you create 
[chemistry].' False. If you've never won before, you gotta do something to create that method so 
everybody in that room believes that you can. 
 
"So there's a lot of intangible. ... The part you really can't see is the building of the culture and having 
groups come together and the relationship and the trust and all those things matter. It mattered 
[Wednesday night] in Milwaukee, a lot." 
 
And it mattered in that NLDS, particularly Game 5. 
 
"Our guys show up when it gets hot and they don't seem to be spinning too quickly," Maddon said. 
"They're not overwhelmed. I think that's a product of the room." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Brandon Morrow and the Cubs are racing against time, but hope remains for now 
By Tony Andracki 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Brandon Morrow situation has jumped to the top of the list in terms of the 
most important questions Cubs have to answer by the end of the regular season. 
 



 

Assuming the Cubs don't fade down the stretch and they make the playoffs, that October bullpen looks 
a hell of a lot different with Morrow at the back end than without.  
 
But there are still so many questions to answer over the next three-and-a-half weeks: 
 
—Will he return from the forearm bone bruise? 
—If he returns, how effective will he be? 
—Will his velocity still be there? 
—Will the pain be too much to where he can't pitch through it? 
—Will he be able to reclaim the closer's role? 
—Can he pitch on back-to-back days? 
 
There are probably many more questions than that, but that'll do for now. 
 
Morrow spoke prior to Thursday's game at Nationals Park and at least shed some light on the next 
course of action. 
 
He will throw a bullpen Sunday, the first time he'll be back on the mound since the middle of August, 
when he threw a bullpen in Pittsburgh. That remains as the only time he's pitched off a mound since 
before the All-Star Break. 
 
Assuming all goes well, Morrow would then try to ramp it up to another bullpen or toss a simulated 
game and try to rejoin the active roster on Sept. 16 or 17 — either for the final game of the Cubs' 
homestand or the first game in Arizona. 
 
"We have a date for when I would be returning and I'm trying to get there," Morrow said. "[Sunday's 
bullpen] will tell me a lot and then everything from there on out will be towards returning hopefully on 
the 16th or 17th. 
 
"I know there's not much time left. I know that obviously there's not enough time for a rehab 
assignment or anything like that. It'll be a sim game and then if my arm holds up, then the first couple 
will have to be scripted, but then it'll be in games at that point." 
 
Morrow means his first couple outings in a live game would be scripted — like 15 pitches in a low 
leverage situation or something like that.  
 
He got another scan on his arm after that bullpen in Pittsburgh that showed the same thing — "a bone 
bruise and two little strains — and while there was improvement, the issue still isn't gone. 
 
"It's just hard to predict what to expect when you don't see a lot of bone bruises in forearms," Morrow 
said. 
 
At this point, there's no time to wait for Morrow to return to 100 percent. He still has experienced some 
soreness over the last couple weeks and has had to push back some scheduled throwing to rest here 
and there.  
 
Since nothing is guaranteed here, the Cubs have to continue to operate as if they won't get Morrow 
back, instead trying to nail down the last couple pieces of the postseason bullpen while using a closer-
by-committe (though that's mainly been Pedro Strop). 
 



 

"Today feels good," Morrow said. "There was a day last week that was a little sore and achy, so took a 
day off. It's good right now. I don't know how it'll be when I'm throwing it 98 mph, but I'm gonna try." 
 
Nobody knows if Morrow will experience pain tomorrow or the next day. And if he does experience 
pain, will it be too much or could he pitch through it?  
 
"It's gonna depend," Maddon said. "He knows how he feels. You'll see the [radar] gun reading and the 
effectiveness. Can he pitch well by pitching to discomfort? I have no idea. It's just something we have to 
evaluate as we go along." 
 
There is still so much unknown, but Sunday now looms as the biggest day in Morrow's 2018 season. 
 
If he gets past that, each day after it becomes the next "biggest day" in Morrow's 2018 season.  
 
For the moment, hope is still alive. 
 
"When I have the ball in my hand, I feel strong," Morrow said. "There's a little bit of ache in there, but 
it's not taking strength away. I feel strong when I have the ball in my hand when I'm throwing out there, 
so that part gives me confidence." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs vs. umpires: High-profile disputes show such beefs never go out of style 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The Cubs have had their share of high-profile umpiring disputes of late, though one reason may be they 
have more high-profile players than they used to. 
 
Several confrontations have forced manager Joe Maddon to insert himself to defend his player, a task he 
seems to relish if the gleam in his eye while yelling at umps is any indication. 
 
A typically animated contretemps between Maddon and an umpire plays well on “SportsCenter” and is 
always good for a tweet or two. 
 
The latest beef occurred Monday afternoon when umpire Gabe Morales ejected Maddon while he was 
defending reliever Carl Edwards Jr. during the Cubs-Brewers game at Miller Park. Edwards was upset 
after walking Ryan Braun on a 3-2 curve to load the bases in the eighth inning of a 4-3 loss. 
 
Maddon was caught on video yelling, “Do your (bleeping) job,” at Morales. Edwards later made a scene 
of his own, berating Morales after walking Mike Moustakas to force in the tying run, causing his own 
ejection. 
 
After the previous week’s incident between Javier Baez and Joe West, I asked Maddon if umpires were 
provoking players more than they did back in the day. 
 
“Not even close,” Maddon replied. “It used to be much worse. This is benevolent, mild, a walk in the 
park. The old boys, there was much more of that method, as opposed to today. 
 



 

“When it happens today, it really stands out because there’s not as much of it. It’s (because) of replay, 
and it’s just the personalities of the umpires. There are a lot of younger umpires. It’s normally the old 
guard you’re going to get that repartee with, the guys that have been around for a while.” 
 
Today’s disputes also get seen more. Social media has significantly increased viewings of the most 
flagrant confrontations, so you don’t have to wait for ESPN to see them. 
 
Umpires, managers, players and media have been part of an unusual dance for ages. Players and 
managers typically vent at umpires on the field and then explain themselves to the media. I can’t 
imagine how many times I’ve written about someone complaining about an umpire, but I know this year 
has a ways to go to break the unofficial franchise record the 2004 Cubs set. 
 
Manager Dusty Baker and pitchers Kerry Wood, LaTroy Hawkins, Carlos Zambrano and Kent Mercker 
were all suspended that season for various incidents, most involving umpires. 
 
After one suspension, Baker nicknamed MLB disciplinarian Bob Watson “Judge Roy Bean,” known as the 
“hanging judge” in the old West. Mercker was suspended for a confrontation with C.B. Bucknor in the 
tunnel leading to the clubhouse. It turned out Mercker was berating Bucknor because he saw the ump 
laughing while breaking up a mound visit between Kyle Farnsworth and a trainer. 
 
Things got so bad, MLB sent umpiring supervisors Rich Garcia and Marty Springstead to monitor the 
team in September. Springstead could often be found in the third row of the Wrigley Field press box, 
making notes whenever Baker, Moises Alou, Sammy Sosa or someone else allegedly disrespected an 
umpire. The season ended with a Cubs collapse amid a festering feud between broadcaster Steve Stone 
and players. The umpire issue was just another sidelight in one of the most contentious environments 
imaginable. 
 
The 2018 Cubs aren’t close to their predecessors in umpire disagreements. But they’ve had some high-
profile arguments over the last month, including these four beefs: 
 
Anthony Rizzo vs. Angel Hernandez 
Aug. 5 at Wrigley Field. Final Score: Padres 10, Cubs 6. 
 
After getting called out on strikes on an outside pitch to end the game, Cubs first baseman Anthony 
Rizzo followed plate umpire Angel Hernandez up the line to complain as Hernandez began walking off 
the field. 
 
Maddon called it an “egregiously” bad call and said Rizzo “definitely wanted to say something because 
he wanted to point out how bad the call was. …It was a tough call to end the game on.” 
 
Most agreed it was a bad call, including Baez, who said: “It wasn’t a strike, so he has a right to be mad 
about it.” 
 
Afterward, Rizzo called on Hernandez to admit he was wrong. 
 
“It’s well-documented that I talk to a lot of umpires all of the time,” Rizzo said. “I have a lot of respect 
for them, every single one of them. I kind of feel like I know them on a personal basis, just because … it’s 
a long season. … I feel like I have a great working relationship with pretty much the whole league. That 
being said, that call is unacceptable. Angel told me to look at it. I looked at it and he was wrong, and I 
would like for him to confirm that. 
 



 

“That can’t happen. It can’t happen in the major leagues, at Wrigley Field, and I have the utmost respect 
toward the Padres. You can go ask (catcher) Austin Hedges, (pitcher) Kirby Yates, and they’ll both tell 
you that that pitch was off. Things like that can’t happen, and it happens all game and nothing happens 
(to rectify it) and I have to answer questions to you guys: ‘Why can’t you hit? Why are you striking out? 
Why can’t you hit in the clutch in the ninth inning?’… Right then and there, it was literally ball four. It 
stinks that now this has to be news because Angel is such a good guy. … He just made a really, really 
unfortunate call.” 
 
In an interview the next day, Hernandez revealed he watched the video and confirmed Rizzo's 
assessment of the call. 
 
“It was a cut fastball, three inches off the plate,” he said. “Rizzo was right.” 
 
Hernandez said it was OK for Rizzo to follow him to state his case and insisted he would admit the 
mistake to Rizzo the next time they spoke. 
 
“I’m not perfect,” he said. 
 
Rizzo commended Hernandez for admitting he was wrong 
 
“I have tremendous respect for the umps,” Rizzo said. “They’re not perfect, we know that. I like Angel 
and get along with him great. It’s really cool he did that. He didn’t have to talk. He didn’t have to say 
anything. They’re not required to do that. It shows he’s a good person. I don’t ever want to cause 
controversy.” 
 
Ben Zobrist vs. Phil Cuzzi 
Aug. 14 at Wrigley Field. Final Score: Brewers 7, Cubs 0. 
 
Ben Zobrist’s animated complaint with plate umpire Phil Cuzzi over a called third strike in the sixth 
inning led to Maddon’s second ejection in four games, though Zobrist remained in the game. 
 
Zobrist was on deck in the eighth when the inning ended, but instead of going back to the dugout, he 
approached Cuzzi to tell him he didn’t appreciate being told to “be quiet” after arguing during the 
previous at-bat. 
 
According to ESPN Stats & Info, the pitch had been called a strike 44.7 percent of the time, and Zobrist 
said he asked Cuzzi to check the video. 
 
“He didn’t want me to tell him that,” Zobrist said. “I just basically said, ‘Well, that’s why we want an 
electronic strike zone.’ And that’s what obviously got me tossed.” 
 
That would’ve been a first — a player ejected for stating his preference for so-called Robo-umps. 
 
When I interviewed Cuzzi the next day, he alleged that Zobrist “just decided he wanted to get himself 
run.” 
 
Did he toss him before or after Zobrist made the crack about the electronic strike zone? 
 
“The conversation started cordial, and then he just started to say things that I thought it was best that 
the conversation ended,” Cuzzi replied. “Whichever came (first), I don’t really remember.” 
 



 

Cuzzi stood by the call and said MLB graded it as “an acceptable pitch,” meaning close enough. Zobrist 
had never been ejected, but his reputation didn’t factor into Cuzzi’s decision. 
 
“There are guys (who) fly off the handle all the time and guys (who) don’t,” Cuzzi said. “I guess even 
mild-mannered guys can say the wrong thing.” 
 
Maddon, who had been tossed two days earlier for arguing an interference call against Willson 
Contreras, insisted he was not arguing balls and strikes. He said he simply told Cuzzi: “Do you realize Ben 
Zobrist is arguing with you right now? I mean, that’s got to be a bad feeling.” 
 
During an Aug. 24 game against the Reds, Zobrist saw a similar called strike from plate umpire Lanny 
Vanover. He stood statuelike with his hand on his hip, showing his feelings through body language 
without saying a word. Zobrist then struck out. Afterward, I told him he showed great restraint this time. 
 
“Did you see my hand go to my hip?” Zobrist said with a laugh. “I did that yesterday too. It wasn’t the 
right time (to argue). … You know it was there in the back of my mind. It’s not worth it.” 
 
Javier Baez vs. Joe West 
Aug. 31 at Citizens Bank Park. Final score: Phillies 2, Cubs 1. 
 
After Baez was called out on strikes in the first and got chippy with West, the plate umpire followed him 
for a few feet and gave it right back. 
 
Baez said afterward West had disrespected him. 
 
“We do our best to stay in the game,” he said. “I didn’t think it was a good pitch, and it wasn’t. We’re 
human. We struggle a lot in this sport, but we admit it to ourselves. There’s nothing wrong with asking 
(a question) or talking to umpires. They need to start talking to us like (we’re) humans because they’re 
not (doing so). 
 
“It doesn’t have to be them, but if anybody doesn’t talk to me with respect, I won’t talk to them with 
respect either. I didn’t say anything to him, and he came to me like I said something wrong. Like I said, 
when somebody does that, I can’t control my attitude. We’re humans too. We messed up, made the 
adjustments. That’s all you can do about it.” 
 
So was West provoking him? 
 
“Just the attitude that he gave to me, I didn’t like it,” Baez replied. “And to me it doesn’t matter who is 
doing it. He’s going to get it too. And I’m not afraid to let anybody know they’re doing something wrong. 
I was over it, and I am over it.” 
 
West is as old guard as it gets, perhaps the most polarizing umpire in history. 
 
Maddon conceded he has had some beefs with West but lauded his performance. 
 
“Joe is a really good umpire,” Maddon said. “He’s really good. It’s one call. …Yeah, Joe and I, we’ve had 
our differences. He’s still one of the best in the game. I’ll argue that with anybody. He’s very good. He’s 
just Joe.” 
 
Carl Edwards Jr. vs. Gabe Morales 
Sept. 3 at Miller Park. Final score: Brewers 4, Cubs 3. 



 

 
After Rizzo’s two-run home run off Josh Hader had given the Cubs a one-run lead in the top of the 
eighth, Edwards gave up singles to the first two hitters in the bottom half before striking out the next 
two on breaking balls. 
 
With runners on second and third and the sellout crowd of 44,462 on its feet cheering for both sides, 
Edwards threw a 3-2 curve to Ryan Braun that landed near the top of the strike zone. Morales called ball 
four, loading the bases for Moustakas. 
 
Edwards was visibly upset, as was Maddon. After Edwards went 2-0 on Moustakas on another close 
pitch, Maddon earned his ejection. The next two pitches were also balls, forcing in the tying run, and 
Edwards screamed at Morales as he walked into the clubhouse. 
 
“I wanted to get my two cents in,” Edwards said. “That’s how I felt. A big pitch in a big game, but that’s 
his decision. Nothing was built up. It was just frustration.” 
 
Maddon said afterward the pitch was “borderline.” 
 
“If I’m wrong, I’m wrong as a manager, but you’ve got to defend your player there,” he said. “It looked 
like it could’ve been a strike.” 
 
Maddon then joked: “I thought once I got kicked out, (Edwards) might be inspired. I thought the next 
pitch would be a strike, and it wasn’t.” 
 
Maddon texted MLB disciplinarian Joe Torre the next day to apologize to Morales. He told reporters in 
Milwaukee he was wrong and went “too far” in his arguing. Meanwhile, Fancred.com writer Jon Heyman 
told WSCR-AM 670 that “the umpires are not big fans of Joe Maddon. … They’re not too thrilled with 
him, generally speaking.” 
 
Major League Baseball Umpires Association 
@MLBUA 
 MLB Umpires are entrusted with maintaining the integrity of the game. To imply we would hold a 
grudge against a player or manager is sheer nonsense.  #nonsense #integrity #MLBUA #MLB #Heyman 
#JoeMaddon https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/heyman-mlb-umpires-not-big-fans-joe-
maddons-combative-style … 
 
6:16 PM - Sep 4, 2018 
 
Heyman" MLB umpires "not big fans" of Maddon 
Chicago Cubs manager Joe Maddon reportedly isn't making many friends with the umpires, according to 
Jon Heyman of Fancred, who said this Tuesday morning on 670 the Score. 
 
It didn’t take long for the umpires union to respond. Linking an article citing Heyman’s comments to its 
Twitter account, @MLBUA tweeted: “MLB Umpires are entrusted with maintaining the integrity of the 
game. To imply we would hold a grudge against a player or manager is sheer nonsense.” It added several 
hashtags, including #nonsense and #integrity. 
 
Maddon disputed the notion he had a bad relationship with the umpires in talks with the media and in 
another Score interview. Again the umpires union’s Twitter account linked an article with Maddon’s 
comments in a tweet reading: “Managers are doing right by their players when sticking up for them and 



 

understandable in the heat of a pennant race. There’s enough excitement in the game! Why stir up 
unnecessary controversy for one’s own gain?” 
 
Major League Baseball Umpires Association 
@MLBUA 
 Managers are doing right by their players when sticking up for them and understandable in the heat of 
a pennant race.  There’s enough excitement in the game!  Why stir up unnecessary controversy for one’s 
own gain? #nonsense #integrity #JoeMaddon #MLBUA  https://omny.fm/shows/670-the-score/joe-
maddon-issues-with-umpires … 
 
Baseball has undergone radical changes over the last century, but beefs with umpires will never go out 
of style. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Timely doubles vault Cubs to 10-inning win over Nationals; NL Central lead now 4 1/2 games 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs approached their arrival at their team hotel around 4 a.m. Thursday as just a way of life for a 
playoff contending team — all in a day’s work in the midst of a 23-game grind without a day off. 
 
So, after a draining 6-4 victory Thursday night over the Nationals, the Cubs were very satisfied with the 
manner in which they persevered, putting forth dramatic efforts to expand their lead to 4½ games over 
the Brewers in the National League Central. 
 
“I can relish looking back playing at (short-season) Boise, where you have a 16-hour bus ride and getting 
up and playing,” said David Bote, who hit a tie-breaking double to score Albert Almora Jr. in the 10th 
inning. 
 
“It’s hard in its different ways like this long trip, but we knew coming in so it’s not a surprise. We saw it 
on the schedule and knew what was happening. We know what’s at stake and we’re not letting it 
frustrate us. Let’s go dominate it.” 
 
Almora gained some redemption for a baserunning gaffe in the eighth when he doubled to start the 
game-winning rally. A fatigued bullpen pitched five scoreless innings, notching six strikeouts and 
featuring Justin Wilson getting Carl Edwards Jr. out of a big jam in the eighth when the score was tied. 
 
“We’re in the middle of this awful trip, but look at how well our guys have done under the 
circumstances,” manager Joe Maddon said after the Cubs improved to 5-4 on this four-city, 11-game 
trip. “We really fought through some difficult moments, and the whole team has been playing (well). 
 
“Part of it is when you have 23 in a row, you just know this in advance, you settle in. your mind says you 
have 23, no one is going to cry. You know this. There’s no sense in crying and complaining. You have to 
do this.” 
 
The Cubs overcame an uneven performance from starter Kyle Hendricks, who was tagged for Mark 
Reynolds’ two-run homer in the fourth and was pulled for a pinch-hitter in the sixth. 
 



 

But even after trailing 4-3 entering the top of the eighth, the Cubs’ confidence never wavered. That was 
evident to Almora, whose double allowed the Cubs to score the tying run on Wilson Contreras’ fielder’s 
choice. Unfortunately for the Cubs, he was caught off second base for the inning’s first out. 
 
“From my experience, confidence is a key to winning clubs,” Almora said. “That’s something we have 
right now. If we mess up — no matter what — everyone is there to pick you up and get the next guy 
going. That’s all you can ask for. No one is perfect, but it’s how you bounce back from little things, and 
that’s how we do it. 
 
“I made that mistake, and they pointed out the positives of that inning and it gave me some piece of 
mind in that at-bat (in the 10th). It was good.” 
 
After Edwards put potential go-ahead runs at second and third with one out in the eighth, Wilson struck 
out Reynolds and induced Wilfer Difo to line to left to end the threat. Wilson has stranded 29 of 31 
inherited runners this season 
 
“That’s the game,” Maddon said of Wilson’s performance. “That moment is the game. (Wilson) got 
ready fast and threw quality strikes. He’s right where he wanted to be. 
 
“Right now he’s throwing the ball really well, and the kind of hitter that Reynolds is presented a good 
matchup (for Wilson). To win that game, you want/like Wilson versus Reynolds and Difo (batting from 
the right side).” 
 
The Cubs survived despite stranding 11 runners. 
 
“These little things, we have to work better at-bats,” Maddon said. “We can’t be chasing (bad pitches) 
so much. I’m talking about October — not talking just about Sept. 6. Those are things you have to do a 
better job with as you get closer to where you’re trying to get to.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Justin Wilson and Jesse Chavez emerge as new keys to Cubs' bullpen 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
In the first half of the season, left-hander Justin Wilson was relegated to middle relief status. 
 
And Jesse Chavez was pitching for the last-place Rangers in the American League Central. 
 
But now Wilson and Chavez have emerged as valuable members of a Cubs’ rotation trying to help seize 
the team’s third consecutive National League Central title. 
 
Wilson, 31, who virtually had to start over after posting a 5.09 ERA in 23 games in the final two months 
of the 2017 season, bailed Carl Edwards Jr. out of a jam in Thursday night’s 6-4 win over the Nationals in 
10 innings by striking out Mark Reynolds and inducing Wilmer Difo to line to left with the go-ahead run 
at third to end the eighth. 
 
More impressive is that Wilson has allowed only two of 31 inherited runners to score, and he has 
lowered his ERA to 2.84 in 62 appearances. 
 



 

“He worried for a while, but he never cried or complained,” manager Joe Maddon said. “His concept 
was, ‘I need to pitch better.’ 
 
“We talked a lot about this in spring training, that he could be the lynchpin to this whole season in the 
bullpen. And right now he’s demonstrating that.” 
 
Wilson hasn’t walked a batter in his last 14 appearances, thus giving Maddon more confidence after 
Wilson walked 19 in 17 2/3 innings in the final two months of 2017 after being dealt from the Tigers. 
 
“We got to take care of him,” Maddon said of Wilson, whom he’ll try to avoid using Friday night. “But 
what you’re seeing right now is that he’s a strike thrower with that extra (tail) at the end. That gets out 
righties and lefties. It’s not just about getting out a lefty. He gets out righties with that, too.” 
 
Chavez, pitching for the third time in four days, received the ultimate compliment from Maddon after 
working out of a jam to earn his third save. 
 
“He’s the Ben Zobrist of relief pitchers,” Maddon said. “He can do so many different things out there — 
throw long, short, setup and close.” 
 
Chavez rebounded after allowing a two-run home run to Curtis Granderson of the Brewers on 
Wednesday that snapped a streak of 10 consecutive scoreless outings. 
 
“He’s got a slow heartbeat, and he really knows his craft,” Maddon said of Chavez, who has pitched for 
nine teams in 11 seasons. 
 
“He’s been doing it for a while.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Daniel Murphy enjoying comforts of former home in Washington 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Daniel Murphy was greeted with a video tribute for his two and a half seasons with the Nationals prior 
to Thursday night’s game in his first game since getting traded to the Cubs. 
 
“There’s definitely emotions,” Murphy said before the game. “When I got back here (early Thursday 
morning), I slept in my own bed and played in a road game. But I check on all the guys and check on the 
relationships me and my family were able to build over the last two and a half seasons, relationships 
that I’ve cherished that will take long beyond my playing days.” 
 
Murphy waved to the crowd after his video tribute. 
 
Local writers were curious to find out if Murphy thought it was strange that manager Joe Maddon asked 
him to bat leadoff. 
 
“I wouldn’t say an odd request,” said Murphy, who entered Thursday’s game with a .339 on-base 
percentage in 13 starts at the leadoff spot. “My first thought was to continue to try to have good at-
bats. That’s the only thing in my control. 
 
“My second thought was there are going to be a lot of at-bats. I’ll get more than anyone else.” 



 

 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Brandon Morrow faces big test Sunday 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Sunday marks perhaps the last chance to see if closer Brandon Morrow can rejoin the Cubs this season. 
 
“That will tell me a lot and everything from there on out will be toward returning hopefully after the off-
day (Sept. 13),” Morrow said. “That’s what we’ve had our eye on.” 
 
That concurs with manager Joe Maddon’s assessment that Morrow “barely” has enough time to return 
from a bone bruise in his forearm that has sidelined him since the second half. Morrow revealed he 
experienced soreness and achiness last weekend that raised yellow flags concerning his return. 
 
Morrow played catch Wednesday from 110 feet and said he felt fine. Nevertheless, he hasn’t thrown off 
a mound in nearly three weeks, and Maddon virtually ruled out Morrow being able to pitch on 
consecutive days even if he returns. 
 
“I know there’s not much time left,” said Morrow, who hasn’t pitched in a game since July 15. “We know 
that. Obviously, there’s not time for a rehab assignment. It would have to be a (simulated) game if my 
arm holds up. Then the first couple will have to be scripted but I’ll be in games.” 
 
The confidence that Morrow expressed last weekend about a return has vanished. 
 
“I really don’t know,” Morrow said. “I can’t give you a percentage or confidence level. I’m trying to be 
confident about it, but there’s not really another mindset you can have. 
 
‘I’m hoping it holds up and doesn’t hurt too bad or at least get as many appearances as it takes before it 
gets to that point again. I don’t know if pain is going to plateau or how many innings it takes to where I 
can’t go anymore.” 
 
Maddon admitted he wasn’t sure how effectively Morrow could pitch if he returned, based on his 
absence. 
 
“But if everything feels great, you can expect to see a lot of what he’s looked like in the past,” said 
Maddon, emphasizing that Morrow would continue to be evaluated on a day-by-day basis. “And if it 
doesn’t, you might not get the same version.” 
 
Morrow, who posted a 1.47 ERA with 22 saves in 35 appearances, said he last underwent tests three 
weeks ago, which revealed the bone bruise and “two little strains.” 
 
“Everything looked better, not gone,” Morrow said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs spark plug Daniel Murphy returns to Washington to face his old team 
By Paul Sullivan 
 



 

Former Nationals star Daniel Murphy returns to Washington on Thursday as the Cubs begin a four-game 
series with the Nationals. 
 
Like Cole Hamels on the Cubs’ trip last weekend to Philadelphia, Murphy will likely get the standard-
issue homecoming treatment — the big ovation, a video montage of his highlights with the Nats and 
some hugs from old teammates and employees at Nationals Park. 
 
Barring a complete reversal in the final three weeks, Murphy’s acquisition from the Nats has been a 
huge steal by Cubs President Theo Epstein. 
 
Murphy is hitting .316 for the Cubs with four home runs in 13 games, and he’s hitting .331 overall since 
the All-Star break, 10th best among National League hitters. 
 
The Cubs are 11-2 in Murphy’s starts, and everyone is in agreement he has created energy from the 
leadoff spot, igniting the offense with homers in recent wins in Philadelphia and Milwaukee. 
 
After manager Joe Maddon gave him a rest Tuesday in Milwaukee, Murphy responded with a home run 
and three hits in Wednesday’s 6-4 win. 
 
“I think it was really nice, personally,” Murphy said of the off day. “I think it’s a reflection of how deep 
our ballclub is, how deep in talent can you go, when you run an Addison Russell out there, who is a 
premier defender and I think has a great bat. 
 
“It’s got to make it a lot easier for Joe. This team is as deep and versatile as I’ve ever seen.” 
 
That depth allows Maddon the opportunity to bring in a defensive replacement for Murphy. In his brief 
time in a Cubs uniform, we’ve already seen he doesn’t have a strong arm. And on Monday he missed a 
routine throw by Anthony Rizzo during a pickoff play that eventually was ruled a balk by Hamels. 
 
Still, Murphy has been a difference-maker since his arrival. 
 
“He is,” Maddon said. “He sets the tone for the whole group. You can move him down (in the lineup) 
and it worked out perfectly to get him out of the game defensively right there, because that spot never 
came up again in a win. 
 
“Of course it can happen otherwise, but (Murphy) hitting first, getting all of his at-bats, and I love seeing 
him up at the plate as often as we can. And then we can upgrade the defense in the latter part of the 
game, and he’s all about it.” 
 
Murphy’s understanding of his defensive limitations is a key. He knows Maddon is going to replace him 
late in games from time to time and has no complaint. 
 
It’s difficult to take Murphy’s bat out of the lineup in a tight game, but the Cubs obviously are much 
better off defensively with Javier Baez at second and Russell at short than with Baez at short and 
Murphy at second. They already are missing Jason Heyward’s Gold Glove-caliber defense in right field, 
and this is a team that has to play solid defense if it hopes to live up to its potential. 
 
If the Cubs do make it back to the World Series, Murphy will be one of the main reasons why. 
 
It may not be the steal of the century by Epstein, but it’s certainly moving in that direction. 
 



 

-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Sunday morning coming down on Brandon Morrow and Cubs’ playoff bullpen 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
WASHINGTON — To hear Brandon Morrow talk, the news of his demise is premature. 
 
The Cubs might find out Sunday exactly how premature. 
 
That’s when the power-pitching closer expects to throw from a mound for the first time in more than 
three weeks, testing an achy right elbow that could yet eliminate him from heavy — if any — lifting in 
the postseason and deal the Cubs’ playoff chances a significant blow. 
 
For now, Morrow — whose breakout 2017 performance as a setup man played a big role in the Dodgers’ 
National League pennant — is hopeful the lingering pain from a bone bruise in his elbow has subsided 
enough to withstand enough high-intensity throwing to allow a mid-September return. 
 
“It’s good right now. I don’t know how it’ll be when I’m throwing it 98 mph, but I’m going to try,” he 
said. “There’s not that much time [left in the season], but I’m trying.” 
 
Morrow spoke just one day after manager Joe Maddon said Morrow could miss the rest of the season 
after being out since the All-Star break. 
 
His return is anything but certain as Sunday’s big test approaches. Morrow was forced to take a day off 
from his throwing program in the past week because it was “a little sore and achy,” then said he felt fine 
playing catch from 110 feet Wednesday. 
 
“I’m trying to be confident about it; there’s not really another mindset that you can have,” he said. “I’m 
hoping it just holds up and doesn’t hurt too bad, and I can at least get as many appearances as it takes 
before it gets to that point again. I don’t know where the pain’s going to plateau or how many outings 
it’s going to take before I can’t go through it anymore. 
 
“It’s just hard to predict what to expect when you don’t see a lot of bone bruises in forearms.” 
 
Even if Sunday is a success and Morrow returns from the injury, his duty will be limited enough that 
Maddon said he doesn’t anticipate pushing him even to back-to-back days of pitching. 
 
“Can he pitch well by pitching in discomfort? I have no idea,” Maddon said when asked about the team’s 
willingness to use Morrow with lingering soreness. “It’s something we’ll have to evaluate as we go 
along. I really listen to the athlete, especially the veteran athlete. He’s going to dictate or tell you exactly 
what he can or cannot do.” 
 
Said Morrow: “There’s a little bit of ache in there, but it’s not taking strength away. I feel strong when I 
have the ball in my hand and I’m throwing. That part gives me confidence.” 
 
Schwarber update 
 
Left fielder Kyle Schwarber, whose back locked up just before hitting a home run Wednesday night in 
Milwaukee, was out of the lineup Thursday but reported significant improvement — enough that he 
came off the bench in the sixth and drew a pinch-hit walk. 



 

 
Schwarber, who had “tweaked” the back earlier in the game Wednesday and left the game after the 
homer, has been managing tightness in his back much of the past week. 
 
Vote of confidence 
 
Barely two weeks after the trade that sent him to the Cubs, Daniel Murphy returned to Washington, 
slept in his own bed, checked in with old friends and once again weighed in on the job embattled first-
year Nats manager Davey Martinez has done. 
 
“I enjoyed playing for him,” Murphy said of Martinez, the former Cubs bench coach who only 
Wednesday got a vote of confidence from Nationals general manager Mike Rizzo. 
 
“I think he’s a good man. I think he’s a really good baseball man,” Murphy said. “I thought in the midst 
of a lot of trials, he was always positive. And we always played hard for him, which is a reflection of the 
manager when things aren’t going well. I wish I would have been able to do more for him.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Through travails, Cubs beat Nats, poised to nab all-important best record in NL 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
WASHINGTON — And the Cubs thought they were exhausted the last time they played at Nationals 
Park. 
 
After a 4 a.m. arrival Thursday following Wednesday’s late victory in Milwaukee, the Cubs trudged off 
the bus, shook off the cobwebs, then spent four hours grinding out 10 more innings against the 
pedestrian, player-dumping Nationals — on the 17th day of a 23-games-in-23-days stretch. 
 
Thanks to late-inning replacement David Bote and a six-man scoreless bullpen effort, the Cubs beat the 
Nats 6-4 in the opener of the four-game series. 
 
Bote doubled home Albert Almora Jr. for the go-ahead run and later scored the insurance run. 
 
After driving home the go-ahead run, David Bote slides home safely with the insurance run in Thursday's 
10th inning. Now the Cubs will try to bring the best record in the league all the way home and into 
October. 
 
“September call-ups, and you’ve got nobody left,” visibly weary manager Joe Maddon said, looking at his 
worn-out lineup card. “How’s that happen?” 
 
 No wonder the Cubs have their eye as much on maintaining the top record in the National League as 
they do their 4½-game lead over the Brewers in the NL Central. 
 
“It’s always important,” Maddon said. “It’s the best way to do it. But it’s going to be a tough month, 
getting through this stretch particularly.” 
 
Within the 23-day grind, this Nats series represents the last stop during an 11-game, four-city trip that 
started with a one-gamer in Atlanta, that included their first series loss (in Milwaukee) since July and 
that nonetheless has produced a 5-3 record. 



 

 
“I think our guys are baseball bright enough and they’ve been through enough to know there’s no sense 
crying or complaining about this,” Maddon said. “You know this in advance. They’ve done wonderfully 
with this.” 
 
If anything, the walk back into Nationals Park was a quick reminder of the taxing, epic five-game NL 
Division Series they won only when closer-on-fumes Wade Davis struck out Bryce Harper to end a 9-8 
victory in Game 5. 
 
It took the last drop of baseball fuel to outlast the Nationals before an overnight, cross-country flight to 
Los Angeles laid them flat for the opening of the NL Championship Series last year. 
 
“There’s something to it, for sure,” said starter Kyle Hendricks, who struggled to get through five. “It 
helps with the travel especially. After a long year, you’ll really take any positives you can get. Our mind is 
on winning as many ballgames as we can, and if that happens to fall into our lap, we’ll definitely take 
advantage of it.” 
 
The last time they finished that way, they rode it into the World Series. 
 
“Getting the best record is very important to us,” Maddon said. “Obviously, it sets you up as you move 
forward.” 
 
The travel is better. Home games to start series — and end those that go deep. And it usually means an 
early enough playoff clinch to set up the rotation. 
 
And as much as the best record means for any team any year, it might mean more than ever in an NL 
playoff field that figures to be as wacky and wide open as any in recent memory. 
 
Don’t have a shutdown closer? Who does? The Brewers, Cardinals, Braves? Please. Even if the Dodgers 
get into the playoffs, Kenley Jansen — the NL’s top closer for years — is battling through issues related 
to an irregular heartbeat and will be handled carefully if he’s available by then at all. 
 
Two of the top three Cy Young candidates — Jacob deGrom of the Mets and Max Scherzer of the 
Nationals — are all but eliminated already. And the third top contender, Aaron Nola of the Phillies, was 
three games out of a playoff spot with 23 to play. 
 
And, by the way, the Cubs are third only to American League powers Boston and New York for the best 
home record in baseball at 44-24 (.647). 
 
Hendricks points out that the playoff-tested Cubs have proved they can win anywhere. 
 
“For other teams, they may feel more comfortable being at home,” he added. “There’s positives both 
ways. But it has been a weird year in the NL, so I think the positives will outweigh the negatives.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
While the Nationals have faded, the Cubs are again looking like a team that knows how to win in 
October 
By Patrick Mooney 
 



 

WASHINGTON — “Men vs. boys” is how Dale Sveum once described the Cubs trying to compete with the 
Washington Nationals. The gruff ex-manager delivered that memorable line in September 2012 while 
watching Washington outscore the overmatched Cubs 31-9 during a four-game sweep at Nationals Park. 
That demolition showed how far the Cubs still had to go in Year 1 of Theo Epstein’s reconstruction 
project. The Nationals, meanwhile, were going to be so good for so long that they could shut down 
Stephen Strasburg and enjoy the next six seasons of Rookie of the Year sensation Bryce Harper. 
 
Now you know how this movie ends: The Cubs beat the Nationals to the World Series, winning the title 
that’s eluded Washington since the 1924 Senators. Unless super-agent Scott Boras makes another 
megadeal with the Nationals, Harper’s time in Washington will end with four division titles and zero 
playoff series wins. See you on Instagram for Game Night at The Bryants? 
 
Nothing is guaranteed. Nothing is easy about going back to the playoffs year after year after year. As the 
Cubs returned to Nationals Park on Thursday night, hanging on in the 10th inning for a 6-4 win, last 
year’s epic 9-8 elimination game could still be felt as these two franchises again head in opposite 
directions. 
 
“It just adds to the confidence that we have as a group,” said Kyle Hendricks, the starting pitcher in a 
Game 5 that went absolutely haywire last October. “It makes us really believe in the work we do and not 
worry about any outside forces. 
 
“Regardless of who anybody’s picking to beat us or whatever it may be, we always know what we have 
in this clubhouse. We can get the job done. And that series had a huge effect on that mindset, 
cultivating that, just knowing that we’re always in it and we have what we need in this clubhouse to win 
any game at any time.” 
 
In front of a subdued announced crowd of 32,070 that definitely didn’t create a playoff atmosphere, 
Hendricks matched up with Strasburg and allowed four runs (one earned) in five innings. Six different 
Cubs relievers then combined to throw five scoreless innings. David Bote and Taylor Davis — who else? 
— drove in the go-ahead and insurance runs in the 10th inning as the Cubs maintained the National 
League’s best record (83-57) while the Nationals seem like they still haven’t fully recovered from last 
year’s Game 5. 
 
“Honestly, I don’t think it would’ve changed much about the way that we go about things or the way we 
think about ourselves,” said Ben Zobrist, the 2016 World Series MVP who chose the Cubs over the 
Nationals (and New York Mets and San Francisco Giants) when he agreed to a four-year, $56 million 
contract during the 2015 winter meetings. “It may have changed things for them, but not us.” 
 
The Nationals dismissed Dusty Baker after back-to-back seasons with 95-97 wins and hired rookie 
manager Dave Martinez, Joe Maddon’s longtime bench coach with the Cubs and Tampa Bay Rays. Even 
with Max Scherzer in the running for his third straight Cy Young Award, rookie phenom Juan Soto 
emerging as a potential replacement for Harper and a plus-62 run differential, the Nationals still have 
only had one full winning month this year. Since July 31, the Nationals have traded Daniel Murphy and 
Brandon Kintzler to the Cubs while also shipping out Ryan Madson, Gio Gonzalez, Shawn Kelley and Matt 
Adams, a stunning pivot for a team expected to dominate the NL East. 
 
“The simple answer is that when I was over there we didn’t win enough games,” Murphy said. “That 
probably boils down to [the fact] that we just didn’t play enough consistent, quality baseball. It’s a tough 
league. There are some teams in the division that played really well. You see what Atlanta’s doing and 
what Philly is doing. Unfortunately, over there, we just couldn’t string together a consistent streak of 
quality baseball.” 



 

 
The idea of the Cubs getting to full strength was an illusion, but the Cubs didn’t let injuries sink their 
season. Cole Hamels replaced Yu Darvish at the top of the rotation instead of forming a one-two punch. 
It’s Kris Bryant in, Jason Heyward out and don’t get your hopes up about Brandon Morrow returning to 
the bullpen in October. The World Series hangover showed how this could drift into overconfidence, but 
the Cubs will always have Game 7 in Cleveland. 
 
“That’s all we really needed to believe,” said Zobrist, who drove in two runs on Thursday night and along 
with Murphy is looking like one of the team’s few consistent offensive forces right now. “You see the 
talent and the young guys in the room and the commitment that you have from the front office and 
Theo and the coaching staff and everybody else to believe in this group. I don’t feel like we are as 
affected by one series — or even one season — right now as an organization.” 
 
That sense of calm and purpose is a real advantage for an experienced team trying to fend off the 
Milwaukee Brewers (4 1/2 games back in the division) and St. Louis Cardinals (five) and leave no doubts 
after this four-city road trip and 23-games-in-23-days stretch. 
 
“Our guys show up when it gets hot and they don’t seem to be spinning too quickly,” Maddon said. 
“They’re not overwhelmed.” 
 
Just look at the way the Cubs survived a five-game playoff series in which Strasburg and Scherzer both 
took no-hitters into the sixth inning and then somehow won one of the sloppiest, most 
exciting/confusing elimination games you’ll ever see. 
 
“We talk about it all the time, how much confidence we have amongst ourselves in this group,” 
Hendricks said. “You know that when you’re on the mound. You know all you have to do is keep ‘em 
close and they’ll do what they need to do. Within the lineup, the bullpen, somebody will step up and get 
the job done. That’s always your mindset. 
 
“Just keep it close enough, give ‘em a chance to win. And most of the time, most often, we come out on 
the right side.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
How the Cubs and Brandon Morrow are looking at the closing situation right now 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
WASHINGTON — Brandon Morrow understands he’s running out of time to pitch again this season and 
knows his job as Cubs closer won’t be waiting for him. Even a best-case scenario sounds like Morrow 
would be competing in a diminished condition — if it even gets to that point — and bracing for the 
worst. 
 
The day after manager Joe Maddon admitted Morrow’s 2018 return is becoming unrealistic, the veteran 
reliever with a long history of injuries stood in the visiting clubhouse at Nationals Park and tried to put it 
all in perspective. 
 
“I really don’t know,” Morrow said Thursday. “I can’t give you a percentage or a confidence level. I’m 
trying to be confident about it. There’s not really another kind of mindset that you can have. But I’m 
hoping it just holds up and doesn’t hurt too bad. I don’t know where the pain’s going to plateau or how 
many outings it’s going to take to get to where I can’t throw through it anymore or whatever. 



 

 
“I haven’t had a bone bruise in my forearm before and I don’t know that the trainers have worked with 
one, so it’s hard to say. It’s just hard to predict what to expect.” 
 
Morrow has thrown off the mound just once since the All-Star break — and that bullpen session 
happened on Aug. 18 — while dealing with an injury initially described as right biceps inflammation. 
 
“It’s good right now,” Morrow said. “I don’t know how it will be when I’m throwing it 98 miles an hour, 
but I’m going to try.” 
 
The next big step for Morrow is throwing off the mound on Sunday in Washington. He said he felt strong 
throwing from 110 feet on Wednesday, Thursday was a planned day off and the throwing program will 
continue on Friday and Saturday. 
 
If Morrow doesn’t experience another setback in a bullpen session or a simulated game, the Cubs are 
targeting that mid-September series against the Cincinnati Reds at Wrigley Field for a scripted 
appearance. 
 
Is the organization willing to let Morrow pitch with some discomfort? 
 
“It’s just going to depend,” Maddon said. “He knows how he feels. You’ll see the gun readings and the 
effectiveness. Now can you pitch well by pitching in discomfort? I have no idea. It’s just something we’ll 
have to evaluate as we go along. I really listen to the athlete, especially the veteran athlete. He’s going 
to dictate or tell you exactly what he thinks he can or cannot do. I think that’s always vital in situations 
like this. I don’t have an answer to that. 
 
“One rehab moment at a time and then we’ll try to figure it out.” 
 
Even if the Cubs activated Morrow, Maddon essentially ruled out back-to-back appearances: “That’s not 
going to happen, I don’t think. I would be surprised if that were to happen. Even in a perfect world 
where everything goes well, I think it would be hard to want to push it to that point.” Meaning the 
closer-by-committee system will continue and Morrow’s day-to-day availability will have to be part of 
the conversation whenever the Cubs discuss a potential playoff roster. 
 
After pitching in 14 out of 15 playoff games for the Los Angeles Dodgers last year — and dominating the 
Cubs during the National League Championship Series — Morrow earned a two-year, $21 million 
contract. 
 
When healthy, Morrow (1.47 ERA, 22-for-24 in save chances) looked like a worthy successor to Aroldis 
Chapman and Wade Davis, two of the best closers on the planet during the 2016 World Series run and 
last year’s title defense. The October outlook for the 2018 Cubs — the time when relievers have 
maximum value — would look so much different without Morrow. 
 
“Obviously, you guys know how much time’s left,” Morrow said. “There’s nothing you can do about it 
other than trying to get back. I’m trying to get there. It’s hard to talk about it because it’s a day-by-day 
thing.” 
 
-- 
 



 

The Athletic 
Which season has been Joe Maddon’s best? Not this year, he says 
By Jon Greenberg 
 
MILWAUKEE — In a nod to transparency and the limitations of the Gregorian calendar, Cubs manager 
Joe Maddon admitted before Wednesday’s game that injured closer Brandon Morrow, forever playing 
catch in the periphery of the action, just might not be ready for the postseason. 
 
“Barely,” Maddon said when asked if there were enough time for Morrow, out since July 15 with right 
biceps inflammation, to return. “You’re absolutely right. We’re very much aware of that. We’d love to 
have him back. But even if he does come back, even if it is toward the end, how do you utilize that? 
Because you can’t just push him two days in a row.” 
 
Nothing is final, but the calendar stops for no man. Not even Maddon. 
 
Hours after Maddon made this admonition, the Cubs bullpen introduced some drama in a 6-4 win over 
the Brewers that kept their division lead at four games heading into a four-game series in Washington. 
 
So now Maddon said he will go closer-by-committee in the playoffs if, in fact, Morrow isn’t available. 
Even if he were to recover in time for October, like Maddon said, he wouldn’t be able to go two games 
in a row. He can’t saddle up with Morrow like he did with Aroldis Chapman and Wade Davis the past two 
years. 
 
Just one more thing for Maddon to deal with during the 2018 season, right? Every playoff manager 
wants a couple horses in the stable in the later innings, particularly a ninth-inning man. Mariano Rivera 
isn’t going to the Hall of Fame just because of his entrance song. 
 
Like Chapman in 2016 or Bobby Jenks in 2005 or Davis last season, in October, a closer becomes even 
more valuable because managers are ready and willing to use their best relievers beyond their three-out 
comfort zone. 
 
“Absolutely,” Maddon said Wednesday. “When you have an anchor, that one guy at the end with maybe 
the three-plus outs when it gets to that time of the year. You can manage a little differently up to that 
point. Here you go. Like Wade last year in Washington and of course, Aroldis a couple years ago. If you 
don’t have that then you have to manipulate things, there’s no question about that. Does it become 
more difficult? Probably it does, yes. I’m not denying that. But it can be done.” 
 
In 2018, everything has seemingly been more difficult, but when I asked a team employee to describe 
this season, he said it has been oddly normal. 
 
Kris Bryant is back and Yu Darvish is out and it’s sure looking like Morrow will join him cheering on their 
new team come October. But in a season where seemingly every regular has spent time on the DL, the 
Cubs have gotten used to the highs and lows. For the core players who have been here since 2015, 
they’ve gotten to see a little bit of everything on the journey. 
 
The long string of injuries he’s had to deal with, and the way the Cubs have thrived amid those 
challenges, has endeared Maddon to his fans and even to some of his critics. 
 
With that in mind, at the end of his pregame session with reporters Wednesday, I posed one of those 
“barroom arguments” he likes so much: What has been his better managing job, this year or 2015? I 



 

cheated a little, because I said I thought it was 2015 and he agreed for the same reasons I picked that 
season. 
 
“It’s wonderful to hear nice things,” he said. “Anybody loves that. But believe me, ‘15 was a much more 
difficult path than ‘18. The difference now is we have a method and you know, guys know each other. 
Somebody gets hurt and the front office does a really nice job putting other guys in there. But when you 
come in ‘15 and you’re putting in a new program and establishing a culture, that’s not easy. If for any 
reason it looked easy, that’s not true. It wasn’t.” 
 
Maddon said spring training in 2015 was the toughest part of the transition, mentioning the time he 
blew up at the team and made them do remedial relay drills when he felt the effort was lacking. To this 
day, the Cubs do those relay drills in the spring and it’s become one of their favorite group activities. 
 
Late in that 2015 season, Maddon benched former All-Star shortstop Starlin Castro and moved Addison 
Russell from second to shortstop. Castro swallowed his pride and started working at second. 
 
Maddon had to find time for Kyle Schwarber, learn his pitching staff and figure out his players, all the 
while dealing with Chicago media and the inherent pressures of a job that paid him well but had unique, 
historical implications. 
 
“We had to make some tough decisions and that team got a lot farther than people thought it would the 
first year out of the chute,” Maddon said. “So that by far. You walk in the door cold like that, that’s 
pretty tough. There’s no comparison for me.” 
 
So, I guess Maddon settled that argument. Why did I think his best job was 2015? For much of the same 
reasons. 
 
Maddon’s success at setting the foundation that year reminded me of the job Tom Thibodeau did with 
the Bulls before and during his first season. Thibs worked his players all summer at the Berto Center and 
then worked them some more, OK a lot more, once the season began. And like Maddon’s Cubs, they 
were way better than anyone anticipated in that first year. 
 
That foundation showed up in the ensuing years, from the lockout season when the Bulls again had the 
best record in the NBA to the Derrick Rose-less years when the team was still competitive. It was a 
perfect blend of the front office giving the coaching staff what it needed to be successful, the players 
buying in and the coaches putting it all together. 
 
The same thing happened with the Cubs, and is still happening to this day. Just look at the additions of 
Cole Hamels, Jesse Chavez and Daniel Murphy. 
 
While Maddon’s Cubs achieved what Thibodeau’s Bulls could not, Maddon is only half-joking when he 
says the Cubs’ success in 2016 has spoiled how we look at every season, each of which has its own 
unique challenges. 
 
One reporter suggested last year was Maddon’s best work getting the team back to the NLCS coming off 
the World Series. Maddon had players who weren’t physically or mentally at their best in the first half, 
but the Cubs persevered after the All-Star break. 
 
I would disagree that last year was Maddon’s best work and I think the overhaul of the coaching staff 
was done, in part, to help Maddon get more involved in everything around the team. But it’s a telling 
thing about the state of the organization that we can debate about which of the last four seasons is the 



 

best one during a Cubs manager’s tenure. Funny enough, no one usually mentions 2016, the year the 
Cubs actually won the World Series. In fact, his managing in the Fall Classic earned Maddon his loudest 
criticism. It figures, right? A Cubs manager finally wins one and he gets drilled for it. But that regular 
season was such an aberration, the Cubs are stuck trying to live up to it. 
 
“Listen, they’ve all had their challenges,” Maddon said of his four seasons with the Cubs. “I said to the 
guys the other day the worst thing that’s happened was the beginning of 2016, because everybody 
equates that start to what you should look like all the time. So unrealistic, so not the way it is, so not the 
real baseball world. So that has kind of spoiled the subset of fanbase or reasoning that’s really illogical. 
That’s not what occurs.” 
 
But of course, the Cubs’ 2018 season isn’t over yet, and given the heightened expectations for the team, 
how the team does in October — should they hold on for a playoff berth — is the way this season will be 
measured, let alone Maddon’s job, which doesn’t seem to be in jeopardy. 
 
There’s a good chance Maddon goes into the “lame duck” season of his contract next year. But I think 
the Cubs would be wise to add two more years to his deal with a mutual option for a third additional 
season this winter. Change is good, but when it comes to the manager role of an annually competitive 
baseball team, continuity is king. 
 
We can figure out which season was Maddon’s best years down the road when he finally gets in his RV 
and drives into the sunset. 
 
-- 
 
 


