
Ramirez, Lindor win Silver Slugger Awards 
By Anthony Castrovince / MLB.com | November 9th, 2017 + 2 COMMENTS 
CLEVELAND -- Depending on the day -- or, more accurately, whether Jason Kipnis was in the lineup or not -- Jose Ramirez and Francisco 
Lindor either occupied the left-hand side of the Indians' infield in 2017 or the middle of the infield. Ramirez was a valuable moving piece, shifting 
between second base and third. 
 
The constant, though, was the production. Lindor was nothing short of baseball's best slugging shortstop, and Ramirez was a human dynamo 
who cranked out huge hit after huge hit. 
For their feats at the plate, Lindor and Ramirez landed some heavy hardware Thursday, when they were announced as winners of American 
League Silver Slugger Awards. Lindor, of course, won it at shortstop, while Ramirez won it at third base, having played slightly more games at 
the hot corner (88) than he did at second base (71). 
It's fitting that Ramirez finished the season at second base, because that's often where he found himself after a plate appearance. Ramirez 
cranked out an MLB-leading 56 doubles -- the most by an Indians player since 1926 (64 by George Burns the first baseman, not the comedian). 
Ramirez slashed .318/.374/.583 with 29 homers and six triples, drove in 83 runs and walked 52 times against just 69 strikeouts. His 91 extra-
base hits tied the Marlins' Giancarlo Stanton for the most in the Majors and were the second-most for a switch-hitter (Lance Berkman had 94 in 
2001). 
During a seven-game span in June, Ramirez had 14 extra-base hits. He hit .423/.462/.944 during the Tribe's AL-record 22-game winning streak 
in August and September. His .957 OPS was the highest in MLB history by a player who appeared in at least 60 games at both second and 
third in the same season. 
"He's growing right in front of our eyes," manager Terry Francona said late in the year. "It's been fun to watch." 
Ramirez and Lindor combined for 192 extra-base hits and became the first pair of Tribe teammates to notch at least 80 apiece since Albert 
Belle and Manny Ramirez did in 1996. 
Lindor continued to grow his offensive game in 2017, blowing past all previous projections for his power. He led all Major League shortstops in 
home runs (33), was first among AL shortstops in OPS (.842) and was second in runs (99). He had a .273/.337/.505 slash line with 44 doubles, 
four triples, 15 steals and 60 walks against 93 strikeouts. 
Though the Silver Slugger honor is based on the regular season, Lindor had a magic moment in October, belting the game-changing grand 
slam in Game 2 of the AL Division Series against the Yankees. He also had the ninth-inning, game-tying double against the Royals in win No. 
22 during the The Streak. 
Whenever the question arose as to whether Lindor was now a "power hitter," he deferred the question. 
"I'll leave that to you guys," he said with his characteristic smile. 
Now, the definition "Silver Slugger" -- a new element -- applies to a young man who had already established himself as an elite defender with 
last year's Gold Glove and Platinum Glove Awards. 
• All-time Silver Sluggers winners 
This marks the second time since 2000 and the ninth time overall that the Indians have had a pair of players win the Silver Slugger, which was 
first handed out by Louisville Slugger in 1980. 
It happened in 2014 (Michael Brantley and Yan Gomes), 2000 (Roberto Alomar and Manny Ramirez), 1999 (Alomar and Ramirez), 1997 (David 
Justice and Matt Williams), 1996 (Jim Thome and Albert Belle), 1995 (Ramirez and Belle), 1994 (Belle and Carlos Baerga), 1993 (Belle and 
Baerga). 
 
Inbox: What can Tribe expect from Brantley? 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian |  + 0 COMMENTS 
After the Indians picked up the team options for Michael Brantley ($12 million) and Josh Tomlin ($3 million), it was Chris Antonetti, the club's 
president of baseball operations, who said they were "easy decisions" for Cleveland. Before we go further, in the name of context, here was 
Antonetti's quote: 
"In both cases, they're easy decisions when you think about the people and performance and look at them as individuals. But our job is to look 
at a broader context and think about the individual circumstances with each player, and then also the broader context with the team." 
Let's break that comment down. 
The first part of Antonetti's response is surely referring to the kind of leaders both Brantley and Tomlin (longtime Indians now) have developed 
into behind the scenes. They are two of the veterans in the room, and they both have embodied the selfless approach that manager Terry 
Francona has tried to instill. Really, there is no denying that -- even when Brantley was on the disabled list -- he was a positive influence in the 
clubhouse. The same goes for Tomlin. 
Focusing on Brantley, the "performance" element is a more complicated one -- do you consider merely time spent on the field, the production 
while on the field, or both? When Brantley has been healthy, he's been an above-average player. He was an American League Most Valuable 
Player Award candidate in 2014. He stayed on the field for most of the first half this year, and he made the All-Star team. That said, he's only 
played in 101 games combined (90 in '17) in the past two seasons, and he is currently questionable for the start of Spring Training due to 
offseason surgery on his right ankle. There is also no denying that means picking up his option comes with a lot of risk. 
Here's something you might not realize, though. Brantley missed nearly half the year with the right ankle injury and still led all Cleveland 
outfielders in plate appearances. There was turbulence at all three outfield spots, and the Indians cycled through 15 outfielders this season. 
And, in terms of value, Brantley produced a 1.6 WAR (per Fangraphs), making his performance worth a tick above $12 million based on the 
projected dollar value for 1.0 WAR in free-agent dollars. 
The "broader context of the team" could be taken to mean the Indians' situation this offseason. They are at risk of losing Carlos Santana and/or 
Jay Bruce to free agency. Signing Brantley does not necessarily mean there is no shot for Cleveland to bring those players back, but $12 
million spent certainly dents the budget. Finding a player of Brantley's potential (when healthy) on a one-year deal at that price would be very 
difficult, though. 



Trying to work out a restructured contract with Brantley was certainly one way to go. All along, I thought that was the route that made the most 
sense. But, looking at it from Cleveland's perspective, declining the option would have made Brantley a free agent, and that increases the risk 
that he would explore his options on the open market and possibly sign elsewhere. Under that scenario, the offseason could potentially devolve 
into a complete disaster if the Indians then swung and missed with Santana and/or Bruce. 
During our discussion with Antonetti, he was not willing to commit to saying Brantley was the left fielder. Cleveland's defensive alignment 
remains a bit convoluted, and it could be some time before we have more clarity. Santana is a key piece to the puzzle. If he signs with another 
team, then maybe asking Brantley to split his time between first base and designated hitter would make sense. Edwin Encarnacion could team 
with him in those roles. That could open the door for Jason Kipnis to play left and for Jose Ramirez to stay at second base. Yandy Diaz and 
Lonnie Chisenhall could also be options for first. There are a lot of moving parts, and few clear answers right now. 
I don't think Francisco Mejia is quite ready to make the jump to being one of Cleveland's regular catchers -- not with Roberto Perez and Yan 
Gomes still locked into their roles. The Indians have a great thing going defensively with their two catchers, and they both performed better at 
the plate over the final month. Mejia's time at third base in the Arizona Fall League introduced some versatility, and maybe it can help him reach 
the big leagues quicker, if the Tribe feels his bat is ready. As for catching, barring a trade this offseason, Mejia will probably fit into the picture 
more realistically in late 2018 or by '19. 
My head is spinning after reading the [qualifying offer] rules. Is a QO all that can be offered to Santana as a free agent? 
-- @MichelBrewer8 
No. Giving Santana the one-year, $17.4-million qualifying offer does not hinder the Indians from negotiating a longer deal with the first 
baseman, if that's what the two sides want. If Santana declines it, Cleveland can still try to sign him to a different contract. What the offer does 
is secure Draft pick compensation in the event he signs elsewhere. MLB.com's Anthony Castrovince had a great breakdown of how the process 
works. 
 
Tribe rounds out staff with V. Rodriguez hiring 
By Anthony Castrovince / MLB.com | @castrovince | November 8th, 2017 + 15 COMMENTS 
CLEVELAND -- The Indians' coaching staff is whole once again with the hiring Wednesday of assistant hitting coach Victor Rodriguez. 
 
Rodriguez replaces Matt Quatraro, who left the organization last month to become the Rays' third-base coach. Previously, manager Terry 
Francona hired Carl Willis as his pitching coach after Mickey Callaway departed to become manager of the Mets and hired Scott Atchison as 
the bullpen coach after Jason Bere was dismissed. 
"Now we can let the baseball operations guys go about their winter, because they've spent a lot of time really organizing these interviews and 
helping out with the interviews, which I really appreciate," Francona said. "I was starting to feel guilty. This was taking a lot of time. But it made 
the process go a lot more disciplined because of how they handle it. We got to our guy, but we got to it in a good way. 
Like Willis, Rodriguez comes to the Tribe from the Red Sox. The 56-year-old Rodriguez spent the past 23 seasons as a player and coach in 
Boston's system, including the past five seasons as assistant hitting coach with the big league club. Before that, Rodriguez was the Red Sox's 
Minor League hitting coordinator for six seasons, Latin field coordinator for 10 years and a hitting coach at various Minor League levels. 
A veteran of 19 professional seasons and 17 Major League games with the 1984 Orioles and '89 Twins, Rodriguez was named "Man of the 
Year" by the BoSox Club in 2014 for his contributions on the field and cooperation and efforts in community endeavors off it. 
Francona said he didn't work with Rodriguez, who is bilingual, extensively when the two were with the Red Sox, but he learned a lot about him 
through the interview process. 
"The way he is able to develop relationships, it just came across so glaringly, how much he cares about the players," Francona said. "Anytime 
you have an ability to speak a second language, it's a bonus. I don't think it's a reason to hire somebody. But that was also attractive."/p> 
Rodriguez will work alongside Ty Van Burkleo, who has been the Indians' primary hitting coach since Francona became the Indians' skipper 
before the 2013 season. 
The Indians had anticipated some poaching from their coaching staff in the wake of consecutive division titles, and Francona tried to accentuate 
the positives about the inevitable changes. 
"Sometimes a little bit of change can be good," he said. "A little infusion of different personalities and enthusiasm can be a good thing." 
Columbus contract extended 
Connected by 140 miles of highway and nine seasons of player development, the Indians and Triple-A Columbus Clippers are extending their 
partnership through 2020. On Wednesday, the two clubs jointly announced a two-year extension of their player development contract. 
The extension comes in advance of the 10th season of both Huntington Park, the Clippers' downtown Columbus home, and the marriage 
between the Indians and Clippers. 
"We are so very proud of all we have accomplished together, so very proud that 19 of the 25 Indians on this year's playoff roster came through 
Columbus," Ken Schnacke, the Clippers' president and GM, said in a release. "We look forward to many more season of helping to develop the 
Cleveland Indians to the future." 
Added Indians president of baseball operations Chris Antonetti: "The Clippers organization has created a first-class, Major League environment 
for our players and staff. That, coupled with a state-of-the-art facility in Huntington Park and passionate fan base, make this a unique and 
lasting relationship. We look forward to the continued success of our partnership." 
In nine seasons, the Clippers have sent 133 players to Cleveland while winning three Governors' Cups and two Triple-A National 
Championships. 
 
Kluber wins AL Outstanding Pitcher honors 
By Anthony Castrovince / MLB.com | November 8th, 2017 + 5 COMMENTS 
CLEVELAND -- In a potential harbinger of things to come with next week's Cy Young Award announcement, Indians ace Corey Kluber was 
named the American League's Outstanding Pitcher in the 26th annual Players Choice Awards on Wednesday night. 
 



The Nationals' Max Scherzer was Kluber's Players Choice counterpart in the NL. 
There was a time early in 2017 when it did not appear Kluber, who is also a candidate for the Esurance MLB Award for Best Pitcher, was on the 
awards trail. He had an ERA of 5.06 after six starts, and then a back issue kept him out of action for the vast majority of May. 
But Kluber's top-end speed in the marathon that is the Major League season was breathtaking to behold. Beginning with his June 1 return from 
the DL, he made 23 starts before the end of the regular season. In that time, he posted a 1.62 ERA, a .175 batting average against, a .495 OPS 
against, 224 strikeouts and just 23 walks. Though Chris Sale was in the perceived pole position among AL starters for much of the year, Kluber 
closed in on him with the sensational in-season surge. Kluber finished first in the Majors in ERA (2.25), wins (18), complete games (five), 
shutouts (three), ERA+ (202), WHIP (0.87) and strikeout-to-walk ratio (7.36). He was named the AL Pitcher of the Month in June and August. 
• Complete 2017 awards coverage 
"You rarely see [Kluber] tired out there," Indians manager Terry Francona said last month. "I mean, he conditions himself so well that 
sometimes just the score of the game dictates coming out, because he never really looks like he's tired." 
While his postseason performance was clearly lacking (12.79 ERA in two starts in the AL Division Series loss to the Yankees), Kluber did plenty 
to solidify his stance in the minds of voters before Players Choice Award ballots were cast in big league clubhouses Sept. 19 under the 
supervision of the accounting firm KPMG. The Cy Young Award votes were cast at the end of the regular season. 
Of course, the players and writers who cast their votes for the Baseball Writers' Association of America don't always see eye to eye on these 
things. When Kluber won the AL Cy Young Award over Felix Hernandez in 2014, he did not beat out Hernandez in the Players Choice Awards. 
The Players Choice Awards, which were announced live on MLB Network, benefit the Major League Baseball Players Trust, the collective 
charity created and administered by the players. Each league winner will have $20,000 donated in his name by the Players Trust to the charity 
of his choice. 
 
Will Cleveland Indians' aggressive approach to 2018  start (and end) with Carlos Santana negotiations? 
Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- After the Indians' quick and disappointing exit from the postseason this year, Chris Antonetti was asked what areas of the 
team needed to improve. 
Antonetti, who just finished his second year as president of baseball operations and 19th with the organization, didn’t rattle off a laundry list of 
needs. He rarely does. 
What he did say is that the Indians are a good team. He could have said very good just as easily. Taking that into account, cleveland.com is 
taking a three-part look at how the Indians should approach this offseason. The first two parts dealt with conservative and stand pat 
approaches. This segment explores what an aggressive effort from the Indians might look like. 
Like Antonetti said, there is a lot to like about the Indians. 
The bedrock of the starting rotation – Corey Kluber, Carlos Carrasco and Trevor Bauer – will be back. The arms to fill out that rotation, including 
Mike Clevinger, Josh Tomlin, Danny Salazar, Ryan Merritt and Cody Anderson, will be back as well. 
The bullpen, even if Bryan Shaw isn’t re-signed, has closer Cody Allen and Andrew Miller for the late innings. They have experienced set-up 
men in Zach McAllister, Nick Goody and Dan Otero along with promising Tyler Olson. 
Offensively, they have three run producers in Francisco Lindor, Jose Ramirez and Edwin Encarnacion. They need more than that, especially 
with the free agent departures of first baseman Carlos Santana and outfielders Austin Jackson and Jay Bruce. 
Maybe they’ll get some help from Michael Brantley and Jason Kipnis, but now is not the time to depend on bounce-back seasons from injured 
players. Now is the time to get some help. 
The outfield, as it seemingly always has been since Terry Francona was hired as manager for the 2013 season, is a fluid situation. Center 
fielder Bradley Zimmer could be called a regular, but that’s not 100 percent certain because he ended last season with a broken left hand. In 
left and right field, the wind is whipping through two positions manned by question marks and empty spaces. 
What will Antonetti, GM Mike Chernoff and Francona do this winter? They need answers at first and third base and in left and right field. If they 
could fill one of those spots with an honest-to-goodness right-handed hitting run producer that would be nice. They could use one or two proven 
relievers as well. 
The key right now is what happens with Santana, their switch-hitting first baseman. They made him a $17.4 million qualifying offer on Monday. 
He has until Nov. 16 to accept or reject it. If he accepts it, or the Indians can reach a multiyear deal with him, that could be their aggressive 
move of the winter. If not, there’s always Plan B. 
Money will be an issue no matter what happens. The Indians opened last season with a franchise record $124 million payroll. Right now, 
including projected raises for players eligible for arbitration, they have an estimated $123 million committed to 18 players. 
So the payroll is rising to meet another season of high expectations. As for how aggressive Antonetti and the front office will be, well, they’ve 
been on an aggressive track the last two years. It started with the acquisition of Miller in July of 2016. Not only did they assume the $20 million 
plus left on his contract, they sent four prospects to the Yankees. In January, they signed Encarnacion to a three-year, $60 million contract, the 
biggest in franchise history. In August, they acquired Bruce from the Mets. 
If this trend continues, here are a few suggestions for the Tribe. Take some with a grain of salt. Let the others sit and simmer between your 
ears. 
The Indians extended him a $17.4 million qualifying offer, on which he has to make a decision by Nov. 16. It’s a lot of money to leave on the 
table, but there’s probably more out there for Santana in a multiyear deal and there’s a chance it could come from the Indians. 
MLBTraderumors estimates that Santana could sign a three-year, $45 million deal. He made $12 million this year. 
Giants Diamondbacks Baseball  
Outfielder J.D. Martinez, hit .303 (131-for-432) with 45 homers and 104 RBI last season with Detroit and Arizona. (Ross D. Franklin, Associated 
Press). 
 
J.D. Martinez 



The Indians came close to getting Martinez from the Tigers last year before they sent him to Arizona in July, where he put together a season 
that has made him one of the most sought-after hitters on the market. Martinez, between Detroit and Arizona, hit .303 (131-for-432) with 45 
homers, 104 RBI and a 1.066 OPS. 
He’s projected to sign for an estimated $150 million, which puts him way beyond the Indians’ reach. But at this time last year people were 
saying the same thing about Encarnacion. 
 
Jay Bruce 
Bruce isn’t a right-handed hitter, but he settled the Indians’ lineup as soon as he arrived from the Mets in August. It gave Francona a power 
threat to hit behind Encarnacion so he could move Ramirez to the top of the lineup. 
If the Indians signed him, he would bring stability to right field, while Francona would have plenty of options – Brandon Guyer, Abraham 
Almonte, Greg Allen -- to rest him against certain lefties. MLBTR estimates that Bruce could sign a three-year deal worth $39 million. 
If you had to handicap who has the best chance of rejoining the Indians between Santana and Bruce, Santana would probably be favored at 
this time. 
Cleveland Indians vs. New York Yankees, October 11, 2017, Game 5, ALDS  
Yankee third baseman Todd Frazier, shown celebrating after scoring a run against the Indians in Game 5 of the ALDS, is available as a free 
agent. (Thomas Ondrey, The Plain Dealer). 
 
Todd Frazier 
The Indians tried hard to get Frazier before the Reds sent him to the White Sox before the 2016 season. Frazier, 32, would give the Indians 
power from third base, which has become a dark hole offensively whenever Jose Ramirez isn’t playing there. 
Frazier doesn’t hit for much of an average, but he has plenty of pop and he’s solid defensively. If the Indians signed him, it would allow them to 
keep Ramirez at second base. MLBTR estimates that Frazier could sign a three-year deal worth $33 million. 
The Tribe is probably more in the market for a right-handed hitting corner outfielder than a third baseman, but if Santana goes elsewhere, 
Frazier could help. He can play first and third gives Francona an offensive player to use at third instead of prospects Giovanny Urshela and 
Yandy Diaz. 
 
Melky Cabrera 
The switch-hitting Cabrera hit .285 (177-for-620) with 17 homers and 85 RBI for the White Sox and Royals last season. He made $15 million. 
Cabrera is more of a left fielder than a right fielder, which could be a problem if Brantley returns to left field next year. But Cabrera played quite 
a bit of right field last season for the Royals. If the Indians could get him on a short-term deal, it could make sense. 
 
Kansas City lefty Mike Minor struck out 88 batters in 65 appearances last season after not pitching in the big leagues in 2015 and 2016. (Jim 
Mone, Associated Press). 
 
Mike Minor 
Yes, the Indians already have lefties in Miller and Olson, but they could find a place for Minor, a converted starter. He went 6-6 with six saves 
and a 2.55 ERA for the Royals last season. 
He made 65 appearances, struck out 88 and walked 22. Right-handers hit .223 and lefties .163 against him. 
Minor started for the Braves from 2010-14. He did not pitch in the big leagues in 2015 or 2016 because of shoulder problems. Minor would be a 
great sign on a one-year deal, but he’s probably looking for more than that. 
 
Right-hander Brandon Kintzler saved 28 games for the Twins and ended up pitching for Washington in the NLDS. (Alex Brandon, Associated 
Press). 
 
Brandon Kintzler 
Brandon Kintzler, 33, saved 28 games for the Twins last season before they traded him to the Nationals for the stretch run. He went 4-3 with a 
3.03 ERA in 72 games overall. Could he fit into the back end of the Tribe’s bullpen? Why not? 
The one problem is that Kintzler waited until he was 33 to have a breakout season. Can't see the Indians offering him more than a year and a 
club option. 
Last season the Indians didn't sign lefty Boone Logan until February. It didn't work out because Logan got hurt, but the lesson here is that the 
free-agent barrel takes a long time to empty and sometimes patience is needed. 
 
Cleveland Indians name Victor Rodriguez assistant hi tting coach 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Indians have named Victor Rodriguez as their new assistant hitting coach. Rodriguez, 56, held the same position for 
the last five years with the Red Sox. 
 
Rodriguez replaces Matt Quatraro, who recently left the Indians to become third-base coach for the Tampa Bay Rays. 
 
The addition of Rodriguez completes manager Terry Francona's staff, which underwent some changes after the Indians were eliminated in the 
ALDS by the Yankees. Pitching coach Mickey Callaway was hired as manager of the Mets, bullpen coach Jason Bere was fired and Quatraro 
left to join the Rays. 
 
Former Boston pitching coach Carl Willis was hired to replace Callaway, while Scott Atchison was promoted to replace Bere. 



Rodriguez has spent the last 23 years with the Red Sox as a player and coach. He was Boston's minor-league hitting coordinator from 2007-12. 
Before that he was the team's Latin American Field Coordinator and minor-league hitting coach at various levels for 10 years. 
 
He played professionally for 19 years, reaching the big leagues for 17 games with the Orioles in 1984 and Twins in 1989. 
 
"We went through a pretty healthy process as we always do," said Francona. "We tried to look at attributes before names. As we started to pare 
some names with it, I talked to Victor separately. Vanbo (hitting coach Ty Van Burkleo) talked to him and our baseball ops guys talked to him. 
 
 
"Then we talked to him together. And in the end, the way he develops relationships came across so glaringly -- like how much he cares about 
the players. But I think given Victor's personality, I think he can connect with anybody." 
 
Quatraro was the assistant hitting coach with the Indians for four years. It was the first time the Indians have had two official hitting coaches and 
Francona felt the system worked well. In fact, most teams in the big leagues have two hitting coaches. 
 
"It's not just the sheer number of hitters they deal with," said Francona, "it's the preparation part of it, too. There's so much more information at 
a coach's fingertips. 
 
"It's certainly working with players in the cage during the game. Being an ear for them, being an ally when they're down. But there is also 
preparation and getting them ready for a game and getting them properly ready because there is so much information at our disposal now." 
 
Francona managed the Red Sox from 2004-11. He knew Rodriguez at the time, but not well. 
 
"He was in the minors when I was there," said Francona. "He came up a couple times when someone was sick or someone went home for a 
graduation. I knew of him. I'd see him in spring training. 
 
 
"I do know a lot of players and staff, that I respect a lot, had glowing things to say about him." 
 
This is the most turnover Francona's coaching staff has undergone in Cleveland since he was hired for the 2013 season. Francona was glad 
that the vacancies on the staff have been filled. 
 
"Now we can let the baseball ops guys go about their winter," said Francona.  
"They have spent a lot of time organizing these interviews and helping in the interviews. I was starting to feel a little guilty because they have a 
lot of work to do. 
 
"I think it made the process go a lot more disciplined and we got to our guy. And we got to him in a good way." 
 
Cleveland Indians, Columbus Clippers extend player d evelopment contract through 2020 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Indians and Class AAA Columbus Clippers have extended their player development contract through 2020. This is 
the fourth extension between the Indians and Clippers in a partnership that began in 2009. 
 
In the nine seasons that the Indians and Clippers have worked together, 131 players have come to Cleveland through Columbus. The Clippers 
have made the International League playoffs five times, won two Governors' Cups and two Triple-A national championships. 
 
Ken Schnacke, president and GM of the Clippers, called the agreement with the Indians a "grand slam." 
"We are so very proud of all we have accomplished together, so very proud that 19 of the 25 Indians on this year's playoff roster came through 
Columbus," Schnacke said in a statement. "We look forward to many more seasons of helping develop the Cleveland Indians of the future." 
 
Said Chris Antonetti, president of Indians baseball operations, "The Clippers organization has created a first-class, major-league environment 
for our players and staff. That, coupled with a state-of-the-art facility at Huntington Park and passionate fan base, make this a unique and 
lasting relationship." 
 
Cleveland Indians' Corey Kluber wins MLBPA's AL Out standing Pitcher of Year award 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Indians right-hander Corey Kluber received the Players Choice award Wednesday night as the American League's 
Outstanding Pitcher for 2017. 
 
Kluber, Boston's Chris Sale and New York's Luis Severino were the AL finalists. The award was voted on by Kluber's his peers in the MLB 
Players Association. 
 
Washington's Max Scherzer won the NL version of the award. 
 



In the regular season, Kluber went 18-4 with a 2.25 ERA in 29 starts. He struck out 265 batters and walked 36 in 203 2/3 innings. It was the 
third time in the last four years that Kluber has won 18 games. 
 
Kluber is also a finalist for the AL Cy Young Award, which will be presented next week by the Baseball Writers Association of America. Kluber 
won the AL Cy Young in 2014 and finished third in 2016. 
 
This season Kluber led the big leagues in ERA, the first Indians pitcher to do so since Mike Garcia in 1949. He ranked first in the AL with an 8.0 
WAR, WHIP at 0.869, hits per nine innings at 6.2 and walks per nine innings at 1.6. 
 
Kluber, despite missing most of May with a back injury, finished second in the AL with 265 strikeouts. He received a $20,000 grant to donate to 
his favorite charity. 
Here is a list of the Players Choice winners for 2017: 
AL Outstanding Player: Jose Altuve, Astros. 
AL Outstanding Pitcher: Kluber, Indians. 
AL Outstanding Rookie: Aaron Judge, Yankees. 
AL Comeback Player: Mike Moustakas, Royals. 
NL Outstanding Player: Giancarolo Stanton, Marlins. 
NL Outstanding Pitcher: Scherzer, Nationals. 
NL Outstanding Rookie: Cody Bellinger, Dodgers. 
NL Comeback Player: Ryan Zimmerman, Nationals. 
Always Game award: Nolan Arenado, Rockies. 
Marvin Miller Man of the Year award: Anthony Rizzo, Cubs. 
Player of the Year (both leagues): Altuve, Astros. 
 
Cleveland Indians' Francisco Lindor, Jose Ramirez wi n first career Silver Slugger Awards 
By Joe Noga 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Indians teammates Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez both received Silver Slugger Awards in the American League on 
Thursday based on their offensive production in 2017. 
Lindor and Ramirez were among eight players this year to win the award for the first time. Both were also finalists at their defensive positions 
for Gold Glove Awards, but came up short earlier this week. 
The Indians were among five teams with multiple Silver Slugger Award winners, including Houston, Miami, Colorado and the New York 
Yankees. 
Lindor becomes the first Indians shortstop to claim the honor since Asdrubal Cabrera in 2011. Ramirez is the third Tribe third baseman to earn 
the award since back-to-back wins by Jim Thome (1996) and Matt Williams (1997). Ramirez appeared in 88 games at third base and 71 at 
second base during the regular season. 
The duo combined for 62 home runs and 172 extra-base hits as the American League Central Division champion Indians won 102 games, 
including an AL-record 22 straight. 
Lindor, an All-Star at shortstop for the second time in his career, experienced a tremendous power surge compared to his 2016 campaign. The 
23-year-old more than doubled his home run total in 2017. He collected 178 hits, including 33 home runs, 44 doubles and four triples. His home 
run total and extra-base hits (81) were club records for a middle infielder, and the most by a major league shortstop in 10 seasons. 
Among MLB switch-hitting shortstops, Lindor's 33 home runs ranks first, ahead of Jimmy Rollins (2007) and Jose Valentin (2004), who each hit 
30. 
Ramirez, 25, had a historic season at the plate, posting the third-most doubles (56) and fourth-most extra-base hits (91) in franchise history. 
Selected to his first All-Star Game, Ramirez scored 107 runs and collected 186 hits, including 29 home runs. His extra-base hit total was the 
second-most ever by a switch-hitter in MLB history behind Lance Berkman's 94 in 2001. 
Ramirez tied a MLB record with five extra-base hits, including a pair of home runs, during a Sept. 3 game at Detroit. 
Here is the entire list of 2017 Silver Slugger Award winners. 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
Catcher: Gary Sanchez (Yankees) 
First base: Eric Hosmer (Royals) 
Second base: Jose Altuve (Astros) 
Third base: Jose Ramirez (Indians) 
Shortstop: Francisco Lindor (Indians) 
Outfield: Aaron Judge (Yankees) 
Outfield: Justin Upton (Angels) 
Outfield: George Springer (Astros) 
Designated hitter: Nelson Cruz (Mariners) 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Catcher: Buster Posey (Giants) 
First base: Paul Goldschmidt (D-backs) 
Second base: Daniel Murphy (Nationals) 
Third base: Nolan Arenado (Rockies) 
Shortstop: Corey Seager (Dodgers) 
Outfield: Giancarlo Stanton (Marlins) 



Outfield: Marcell Ozuna (Marlins) 
Outfield: Charlie Blackmon (Rockies) 
Pitcher: Adam Wainwright (Cardinals) 
Silver Slugger Awards, first handed out in 1980, are among the most coveted offensive awards in baseball. Coaches and managers of MLB 
teams vote for players at their respective positions in each league based on batting average, on-base percentage and slugging percentage. 
Coaches and managers are not allowed to vote for players on their own team. 
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Baseball | Indians extend contract with Clippers th rough 2020 
By Mark Znidar The Columbus Dispatch  
It was apparent the first week of September that the Clippers would not win a fourth straight International League West championship or even 
make the playoffs, but president and general manager Ken Schnacke knew the organization had done its job once again. 
 
The Cleveland Indians repeated as American League Central Division champions and won a league-best 102 games on the strength of 19 
players on the 25-man roster having played in Columbus. In the teams’ nine-season affiliation, 133 Clippers have played for the Indians. 
 
That type of success went a long way in Cleveland and Columbus extending their player-development contract through the 2020 season. It is 
the fourth time the organizations have agreed to an extension. 
 
“This partnership has been a grand slam for all of us,” Schnacke said. “We are so proud of all that we have accomplished together. We look 
forward to many more seasons of developing Cleveland Indians of the future.” 
 
Cleveland president of baseball operations Chris Antonetti said Columbus has been a great fit for the team. Every Indians minor-league team is 
based in Ohio except for Class A Lynchburg (Virginia). 
 
“The Clippers organization has created a first-class, major-league environment for our players and staff,” he said. 
 
Antonetti called Huntington Park a “state-of-the-art facility” and the fans “passionate.” 
 
The Clippers won Governors’ Cup in 2010, ’11 and ’15, the Triple-A national championship in 2010 and ’11 and made the playoffs five times 
since beginning the partnership in 2009 with Cleveland. 
 
Facebook.com/columbusdispatch and connect with us on Twitter @DispatchAlerts 
 
Columbus totaled 616,059 in attendance this year despite losing three dates to weather. 
 


