
CHRISTIAN ARROYO
• Parents divorced when he was 2. Father is a career Marine who now lives in Ohio. 
• Mom Kim Drummond worked in sales for a tech company and as a black-jack 
and poker dealer and server at Hard Rock casino. 
• He first picked up a bat at two years old. Considers himself a utility player, 
comfortable at short, second and third, and said Derek Jeter was his favorite 
player. Like Jeter, Arroyo is well spoken.
• Loved Hernando High School and called himself a “math and science geek” 
who enjoyed AP calculus. He had a 4.4 GPA in high school and says he would 
have studied engineering in college if he had not signed a pro baseball con-
tract.
• In 2012, he represented the United States in the under-18 world champion-
ships in Korea, was the tournament MVP and helped the U.S. win the gold with 

a .387 average. His performance landed him in the September 21, 2012, issue of Sports Illustrated’s Faces in the Crowd, 
a nice kickoff to his senior year of high school.
• First-round pick out of high school in 2013 and hit .326 that summer in rookie ball. 
• Spent 2014 in Low-A Augusta, where he hit .203 in 31 games before sustaining a hyperextended thumb. “That was 
kind of a rude awakening to baseball,” Arroyo told Alex Pavlovic of CSN-Bay Area in spring 2015. “It’s something that 
helped me a lot. Getting hit with adversity early in your career is awesome. You’re no longer the best — you need to 
work. I looked at it as a positive.”
• He stopped trying to hit home runs and instead returned to the solid, on-base-percentage-driven approach that 
made him a first-round draft pick. “You have to remember a team takes a guy (in the first round) for a reason,” he said. 
“They see something in him. For me, that’s getting on base, creating runs. I went back to what I know I’m good at.”
• He told Chris Haft of MLB.com: “It was definitely a great year for learning. I learned a lot about myself and the kind of 
player that I am and to stay true to myself and not try to be someone that I’m not.”
• After his thumb healed, he went to Salem-Keizer, and his numbers improved enough to warrant an invitation to Big 
League camp in 2015. 
• At 19, he was the youngest player in the 2015 camp. “Even at a young age, we think there’s value in getting him 
exposed,” assistant general manager Bobby Evans told Haft. “We can’t bring every top prospect. But it’s an opportuni-
ty for him to see what it’s going to take [to succeed in the Majors]. We have some good guys over here who are good 
models he needs to look at, in terms of a [Joe] Panik and a [Brandon] Crawford in the middle infield.”
• He has played both second base and shortstop in the Minors.
• Grew up in Brooksville, FL, on the west coast of Florida, about 35 miles north of Tampa. 
• Won MVP honors when Team USA won the XXV IBAF under-18 Baseball World Championship in Seoul, South Korea, 
in 2012. It was USA’S first world title in any age division in 13 years with a 6-2 victory over Canada. In 13 games at 
shortstop, Arroyo hit .387 with 11 RBI. 
• He would have attended the University of Florida, a program ranked No. 1 in the country at the time, had he not 
signed with the Giants.
• Same week he was drafted, he graduated from high school and also met his 14-year-old half-brother for the first 
time. His father brought him to Christian’s graduation. 



• 2015: Played Single A San Jose. Missed time with an oblique injury but fully recovered and returned to the field on his 
birthday, May 30. Played in the fall league and was named to the All-Star team. His team won the championship of the 
six-week season. 
• 2016: Played Double-A Richmond. Made the All-Star team. Feels he took a huge step in proving his versatility, He 
played 49 games at short, 49 at third and 18 at second. (Each week he’d play three at short, three at third and one or 
two at second.) He feels he also made strides in his consistency at the plate. 
• Bought a house in October 2016 in New Tampa, Florida, in a community called Grand Hampton. It’s the first time he 
didn’t live at home during the off-season. His new house is about 30 minutes from his childhood home. (Jimmy Rollins 
is a neighbor.) 
• During 2016 off-season, he stepped up his training. He drove an hour and twenty minutes three times a week to a 
sports performance facility in Ocala called IAP. His trainer worked as the head strength coach at Stanford and at Univer-
sity of Florida. On the days Arroyo wasn’t at IAP, he worked out at Impact Fitness, where he has worked out for about 
five years. He says he felt more flexible, quicker and stronger entering 2017 Spring Training. 
• During the 2016 off-season, he went to New York twice. He traveled with his girlfriend and did the top tourist things: 
Visited Empire State Building and Central Park; ate cheesecake, pizza, “an amazing’’ Reuben and saw the Rockettes. On 
his second visit — a month before spring training - -he visited MLB headquarters and MLBPA headquarters. “It was a 
great opportunity to meet the people who run baseball every day,’’ he says. “I got an appreciation for what happens 
behind the scenes to make a full MLB season work.’’



BRANDON BELT
• Born April 20, 1988, in Nacogdoches, Texas, in a house his father built. 
• Parents are Darrell and Janice (pronounced Ja-neece). He has one younger 
brother, Cameron. Father is a geometry teacher at Brandon’s high school, 
Hudson High in Lufkin. His mother is a hairdresser. 
• As a senior at Hudson High, Belt earned district MVP, All-State and All-Amer-
ica honors. Standout pitcher – thought he’d make the major leagues in that 
position. 
• Had a verbal agreement with Cubs coming out of high school to be drafted 
in high rounds and paid high-round money. But Cubs didn’t come through 
and Red Sox drafted him the 11th round. Disappointed, Belt went to college 
instead. “Everything I went through happened for a reason,’’ he says. “I’m so 
happy I went to college. I matured so much as a baseball player and as a per-

son and I made so many friends.’’ 
• Played one year for San Jacinto College in Houston before transferring to University of Texas. (Same two colleges 
Roger Clemens attended.) Majored in education. Helped propel Texas to the College World Series in 2009, where the 
Longhorns lost in the Championship game to LSU.
• Injuries as a junior at University of Texas forced him to give up pitching altogether. When his hitting dropped off – 
he was barely hitting .300 two thirds into his junior year – Brandon sank to the lowest point in his life. He had always 
wanted to be pro baseball player and now he was wondering if he would make it. Then his grandfather, James Peter-
son, died. His grandfather had been so instrumental in Brandon’s development as a baseball player by loaning Brandon 
the money, whenever he asked, to go to showcase camps and tournaments. “When I was flying back from the funer-
al, I decided to play the rest of the season for him,’’ Brandon says. From that series on, he started to play better. He 
played well in the Big 12 tournament, which helped him get drafted. Another thing that helped was the veteran eye of 
Giants scout Doug Mapson, who had seen Belt hit a home run in the Cape Cod all-star game, turning around a 98 mph 
fastball. “It was in there,” Mapson said. “You can’t make that up.”
• He had been drafted twice (Braves and Red Sox) before signing in 2009 with Giants, who picked him in the fifth 
round. 
• 2010 rookie season: Advanced through three levels, hitting over .350 with 23 homers and 112 RBIs. In early 2011, he 
was ranked No. 26 among the Top 50 Prospects in baseball by MLB.com. (Contrast with a year earlier when Baseball 
America didn’t even have him in the top 20 among Giants prospects entering 2010.)
• Married Hudson High sweetheart Haylee Stephenson Dec. 3, 2010, at Providence Baptist Church in Lufkin. The 
groom’s cake was three tiers of chocolate with a Giants cap on top and alternating Longhorns and Giants logos on the 
sides. Haylee majored in business communications at Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches. 
• Signed a six-year extension through 2021 during the first week of the 2016 season.



TY BLACH
• The grandson of cattle ranchers, Ty was raised in Centennial, Colorado, a 
suburb of Denver. The family still owns a cattle ranch 2 ½ hours away in Yuma, 
Colorado. Ty’s father, Randy, is CEO of CattleFax, the Bloomberg of commodity 
markets, providing market information, analyses and research. Ty’s mother, 
Karen, was an elementary school teacher for 30 years, now retired. He has a 
sister, Haylee, who is seven years younger and a freshman soccer player at Ty’s 
alma mater, Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska.
• His parents say Ty began throwing things before he could walk. A family 
friend always put the throwing object in Ty’s left hand. “You’re going to be a 
lefty pitcher someday, kid,’’ he’d say. Ty writes, eats and bats right-handed. 
Only throws with his left.

• A studious kid, he would watch Rockies game with the same focus he gave to school studies. His family often went to 
Coors Field, where Ty developed a routine. Before taking his seat, he used the bathroom, got his hot dog and stopped 
at the speed pitch booth, where onlookers gaped at the little kid throwing over 55 mph. Once seated, he didn’t move.
• “Every team he was on, he’d always get crap from other players at practice,’’ his sister Haylee says. “They told him, 
‘Don’t run that fast, you’re making us look bad.’ He’d always think, ‘This is my opportunity to get better.’ He instilled 
that in me. I’m really thankful for that.’’
• He earned a 4.3 GPA at Regis, a Jesuit college prep high school. “Drove him crazy if he didn’t get an A,’’ his mother 
says. She remembers him breaking the news to her one day that he likely would earn a B in chemistry that semester. At 
graduation he earned an award for outstanding leadership.
• In high school, he played some outfield as a well a pitcher and was known to swing a good bat.
• Ty is a devout Catholic. His autograph includes the notation Matthew 6:33. (“But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.’’) An autograph he got from Rockies infielder Terry 
Shumpert as a kid included the Biblical reference and Ty never forgot. He later contacted Shumpert to let him know 
how much it meant to him.
•  Ty majored in finance at Creighton, another Jesuit school. He left school when he was drafted by the Giants in 2012 
at the end of his junior year.  He had just one semester left to earn the degree in finance. He completed it in 2013 after 
his season in San Jose ended, and he graduated with honors in December.  
• He struggled in baseball during his junior year at Creighton. He was their ace, and the team was in last place in the 
Missouri Valley Conference after reaching the regionals the previous year. He felt he was letting down his team and 
also feeling pressure about the upcoming draft. Creighton was seeded eighth in the conference tournament and had to 
play the No. 1 seed in the first round. Ty pitched a one-hit complete game and went on to win the tournament, the first 
No. 8 seed ever to do so. 
• Learned to throw a curve ball in Triple A. Rivercats pitching coach Dwight Benard watched Ty’s first attempts soar 
over the bullpen screen and bounce in front of the plate. But he saw the rotation on the ball and knew Ty could mas-
ter it. “He believes in himself and his ability and he doesn’t accept failure,’’ Benard says. “That’s something you can’t 
teach. He doesn’t have killer stuff, but he makes the most of what he has.’’
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• When he made his Major League debut on September 4, 2016, it happened to be in Colorado and became something 
of a storybook experience. The Rockies manager, Walt Weiss, had been an assistant baseball coach at Regis while Ty 
was there. Jenny Cavnar, the Rockies sideline reporter who interview Ty that night, is the daughter of another of Ty’s 
high school baseball coaches, Steve Cavnar. Rockies TV broadcaster Jeff Huson was a Little League dad whose son Kyle 
played with Ty. At least a hundred friends and family members attended. Ty pitched three scoreless innings in relief.
• Brett Bochy, manager Bruce Bochy’s son, is one of Ty’s good friends. They met two years ago during the off-season in 
Colorado, where Brett lived with his girlfriend, now wife – who happened to have attended the same middle school as 
Ty, though they didn’t know each other. She noticed one day there was another guy at 24-Hour Fitness wearing Giants 
gear. Brett and Ty became workout buddies and throwing partners. When Ty was called up to Triple A, where Brett 
was playing, they became roommates on road trips. Ty and his girlfriend, Nikki Thompson, attended Brett’s wedding in 
December 2015. Brett reportedly was lighting up his father’s cell phone during Ty’s extraordinary performance October 
1, when he pitched nearly eight shutout innings against the Clayton Kershaw and the Dodgers in a must-win game to 
ensure a shot at the postseason.
• In that October 1 game, Ty was throwing at AT&T Park for the first time, in just his fourth big-league game and being 
caught by Buster Posey for the first time. throwing at AT&T Park for the first time, in his fourth big-league game, being 
caught by Buster Posey for the first time. “That was one of the best pitching performances I’ve seen,” Bochy told 
reporters afterward, “with the kid having only a month in the majors, on this stage, what was at stake and who he was 
going up against.” He also got two hits off Kershaw, just the second pitcher ever to do that. 
• Ty and his sister are very close. During the off-season, he’ll work with her on the soccer field. Haylee says he’s been 
helpful in honing her slide tackle because it’s like sliding in baseball. “He’d kick the ball and correct my technique each 
time,’’ Haylee says. “It could be pouring rain and he’s out there with me.’’
•  Ty also likes to sing, mostly at church and karaoke. “He thinks he’s really good,’’ Haylee says, “but we think other-
wise.’’



BRUCE BOCHY
• Has two sons, eight years apart. “Like my career,’’ he says, “I got a hit 
about every eight years.’’
• Younger son Brett played baseball at Kansas. Bochy listened to the 
games on the Internet. “That’s as much stress as I’ve ever gone through. I 
pace.’’ Brett was drafted in the 20th round by the Giants in 2010. He was a 
pitcher in the Giants farm system and retired after 2015.
• His older son, Greg, played at Cal Poly. Bruce remembers one of the 
games he attended at Cal Poly, where his son was a pitcher. “He didn’t get 
out of the first inning. He was crushed because I was there watching. I told 
him how proud I was of him. That’s part of the game.’’
• Says managing is different now from 20 to 30 years ago. Not an iron fist. 
Guys want things explained. Players are more thinkers. 

• His advice to new skippers: Do it your way. Trust your instincts. Communicate with your players. Delegate. 
Keep abreast of the mood and pulse of the clubhouse through players you can talk to. 
• Hobbies: Loves to fish, tuna mostly. Bird hunting. Golf. 
• Says of his wife, Kim, who is a doula (she helped Brian Sabean’s wife, Amanda, through her 2008 pregnancy 
and delivery): We’re opposites. She doesn’t fish or hunt or play golf. I love wine and she doesn’t drink. We walk 
around San Francisco a lot together. 
• Says he became a catcher because “I couldn’t run a lick. A catcher can go further on less talent than other 
positions.’’ 
• He says the toughest time in his life was 1978. He had just gotten married and went into spring training with 
Houston thinking he might start the season in Triple A. Instead he was the back-up catcher in Double A in Co-
lumbus, Georgia, making $750 a month.  His wife was working at a bank. He thought it might be time to move 
on with his life. He contemplated returning to Florida State, where had spent one semester after first attending 
Brevard Community College. “It just seemed like such a long way to the big leagues,’’ he says. But his coach 
told him, “Do this for the season. It’s what you love.’’ In mid-season, the Astros ran out of catchers: when the 
ML catcher was hurt, his replacement from Triple A didn’t play well, so the Double A starter was called up – 
and he was injured in a collision with Dave Parker that put him in a coma for three days. So on July 19, 1978, 
Bochy was called up. He was told he’d be there 10 days, so Kim didn’t go. After three weeks, the manager said 
it was OK to tell her to come. Bochy was still staying in a hotel. Kim, accompanied by Bochy’s sister, drove in 
from Georgia. The Astros were on the road, and his wife and sister couldn’t get into the hotel. They slept in the 
car that night. Bochy spent the rest of the season as the starter.
• Says his greatest accomplishment other than his kids and being married for 30 years is being named a man-
ager. “It’s such a small group, so to get that opportunity . . . I love the game. The strategy. The players. Trying to 
put them in a position to succeed.’’ 
• Says catchers have a huge advantage in managing. They have experience handling a pitching staff, different 
personalities – you realize one size doesn’t fit all. You see whole field. Because he ended up being a back-up 
catcher, he watched a lot of managers and strategy. He talked to coaches. 
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• Says he learned a lot from his dad. His dad loved the game. Always had a game on the radio at home. Talking 
about what players should have done. Who threw to the wrong base. Who come off the base early. Intricate 
things that a manager would say. “He coached me,’’ Bochy says. The first ML game he attended was at RFK 
when he was 10 years old. He sat next to his Dad who talked to him about the mental side of the game. Dad 
passed away in 1990, five years before Bochy became a manager.
• Says some day he would like to swim from Alcatraz to San Francisco (though he doesn’t swim regularly).
Talking about what players should have done. Who threw to the wrong base. Who come off the base early. 
Intricate things that a manager would say. “He coached me,’’ Bochy says. The first ML game he attended was 
at RFK when he was 10 years old. He sat next to his Dad who talked to him about the mental side of the game. 
Dad passed away in 1990, five years before Bochy became a manager.
•Says some day he would like to swim from Alcatraz to San Francisco (though he doesn’t swim regularly).



MADISON BUMGARNER

• From Hudson, NC, a town of 2800 people 90 minutes northwest 
of Charlotte. “You wave at everybody you see, pretty much,’’ he 
says. 
• 10th pick in 2007 draft out of South Caldwell High School. 
• Madison followed the 2007 MLB draft in the main administration 
office of his high school along with his coaches, entire baseball 
team and some classmates. He had just finished baseball practice. 
Picked 10th overall.  That night, he and his family celebrated at a 
Mexican restaurant, where people congratulated him all night and 
took pictures. “I didn’t have a whole lot of time to eat,’’ he says. 
“I’ll remember that day for a long time.’’
• With $2 million signing bonus, paid off his mother’s house and 

bought himself and then-fiancé, Ali, new trucks. (He replaced his 
1999 Dodge truck that had 150,000 miles on it.) 
• Married high school sweetheart Ali Saunders on Valentine’s Day 2010. The story of giving her a five-day-old 
bull calf as a wedding present has been exaggerated. He says Ali wanted a calf and he bought her one. 
• While Madison played in the minor-leagues, Ali studied stenography at Caldwell Community College in N.C.
• His father’s family goes back 100 years in Caldwell County. One area is called “Bumtown” for all the Bumgar-
ners living on both sides of Deal Mill Road. It’s four miles southeast of Hudson and 10 miles northwest of 
Hickory. Madison’s father Kevin Bumgarner has lived most of his life along Deal Mill Road. “Typical of many 
BumTownians,’’ the local Hickory Daily Record reports, “Kevin lives about 100 yards across the road from his 
mother Mary’s house, which is where he grew up. Likewise, Madison bought a 38-acre farm about three miles 
down the road, with plans to build his dream home and to pursue his off-season passion of raising and riding 
horses.’’
• Ali grew up near Hudson, off Pine Mountain Road, about two miles from Bumtown.
• Called Maddy by most family and hometown friends. Called MadBum by teammates.
• Pitches lefty but bats right-handed. 
• His mother, Debbie, underwent major surgery just to be able to conceive him, after having an earlier family 
of three children. After 5½ hours of surgery to reverse a tubal ligation, she says doctors gave her a 38 percent 
chance of being able to have additional babies. “Mr. Madison was quite a miracle,” she says. Her other chil-
dren were 18, 16 and 14 when Madison was born. 
• His first word was “ball.” A baby picture at 15 months shows him with a baseball in his left hand.
• Since he was 11 years old, he has been a member of the non-denominational Christian Fellowship Chapel in 
Granite Falls. He prays before each inning he pitches. “I don’t do it to help me through the inning but rather to 
be a witness to God and maybe help someone who looks up to us (players).’’ He was saved at the age of 15, 
along with his brother, at the end of a five-day church revival. “I know I would not be where I am right now 
if not for God.’’ He says, “I try to live a good Christian lifestyle. I don’t drink and party and cuss or any of that 
stuff, and I just try to be a good example.”
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• Fishes and hunts deer and bear. Only kills what he eats. Says he can cook venison – on the grill – but had to 
leave the bear meat to people who know what they’re doing. Says bear meat can be really greasy if you don’t 
cook it right. Has killed one bear. Mounted the head on his wall. 
• At age 17, he began competing with Ali’s father and brother in team-roping. In 2010, reliever Jeremy Affeldt 
invited Bumgarner and his wife, Ali, to stay at his Alamo house during a homestand; Affeldt wanted company 
while his wife stayed in Spokane, Wash., after the birth of their second child. “He practiced roping cows by 
roping my lawn furniture,” Affeldt said. “He’s good at it. I’d come home and he’d be spinning this rope,’’ Affeldt 
said. “He’s lassoing all my furniture. Then he wants to make me walk this weird, funky walk while he’s trying to 
lasso my foot.”
• Parents divorced when he was 12. He lived afterward with his mother, who works in the accounting office for 
Pepsi. His father is a college baseball umpire and night-shift employee of food wholesaler MDI.
• He has two half-brothers from his mother’s previous marriage. All still live in Hudson. Both brothers work in 
the bubble-wrap plant in Hudson. 
• His half-sister Dena Byrd died in 2010 at age 36. “We grew up in the same house. She was a good girl. I loved 
her to death.’’
• He is represented by SFX Baseball based in Illinois.
• When he went to rookie camp in Arizona for a month in 2007, he had a very difficult time. He missed his fam-
ily so much that quitting baseball “certainly crossed my mind.’’ Bobby Evans, the director of player personnel 
– and also from North Carolina – helped him through his rough patch. By the time Madison returned to Arizona 
for spring training, he was fine. “It seemed like I had been doing this all my life.’’
• When he met Tim Lincecum in spring training, Lincecum asked Madison what minor-league camp was like 
because he had never been. 
• Bumgarner loved playing in Augusta for the Giants’ Low-A club because he could go home on off days and 
his parents, grandparents, siblings, fiancé (now wife) and her family could attend most of his games there. In 
San Jose for the Single A, Ali stayed with him for two of the four weeks he was there; he didn’t live with a host 
family like most players but instead stayed at the Pruneyard Inn. 
• His teammates in Double A Norwich, where he spent the 2009 summer, nicknamed him “The Future.’’
• Very competitive. During a game in Norwich, when Boston’s top draft pick Lars Anderson was taking too 
much time getting ready in the batter’s box, Bumgarner threw the pitch up and high, dropping Anderson to his 
knees. 
• Made a spot-start with San Francisco September 2009 then made first start of 2010 June 26, when he faced 
the Red Sox at AT&T, after a minor league career in which he went 34-6 with a 2.00 ERA and 315 Ks.
• From Tom Boswell of Washington Post: At 21 years 91 days old, Bumgarner joined the list of youngest pitch-
ers to start a World Series game: Bullet Joe Bush, Jim Palmer, Fernando Valenzuela, Johnny Podres and Chief 
Bender. Pitched eight scoreless innings in 4-0 victory in Game 4 vs. Rangers. 



MATT CAIN
• Moved from Alabama to Memphis at age 10. Family lives on a 
50-acre plot of land about 30 miles from the city. Had two horses. 
Lots of wildlife: wild turkeys, deer, rabbits, foxes. At one time, they 
raised goats but gave it up because the coyotes kept eating the 
babies.
• Likes hunting and fishing, skeet shooting and anything outdoors.
• Grandfather on his mother’s side was a big influence.
• His baseball idol growing up was Frank Thomas.
• As his father says, “He’s just a regular guy.’’ Straight forward. 
Likes the slow pace of country life. A guy who was something of 
a prodigy in baseball (see next note about T-ball) but never flashy 
or attention-grabbing. He’s kind of a throwback. The strong, quiet 

type who does his job, loves the game, doesn’t get distracted by all the shiny peripheral celebrity stuff. And 
example of his old-schoolness: He declined to tip his cap as he left the mound to a standing ovation in Game 2 
of the 2010 World Series because he was departing in mid-inning with runners on base.
• Was always ahead of his peers, at least in baseball. At the age of 5 in T-ball, while the other kids are chasing 
butterflies and tossing clods of dirt at each other, Matt pulled off two unassisted triple plays during the sev-
en-game season. He had already been playing ball with his brother’s friends, who were three years older.
• Grew up riding horses, driving pickups and dove hunting with his bird dog. Growing up in Alabama and Ten-
nessee, he never lived in a town with more than 3,000 people. He liked baseball, but never followed it on TV 
- preferring instead to spend his days outdoors mountain biking with his older brother or “seeing what kind of 
trouble we could get into,” like rolling down the hills in the horse’s feed barrels.
• By eighth grade, Cain’s father transferred Matt to a school in Collierville known for its baseball program.
• Began getting attention from college scouts in his junior year of high school. The pro scouts discovered him 
his senior year when they had come to watch a different pitcher, who was hurt and couldn’t play. Suddenly 
there were scouts two or three times a week at the Cain household asking everything they could about Matt’s 
family and friends, making sure they were making a wise investment. 
• Began his pro career at the age of 17. Very homesick. A catcher took him under his wing – Brian Munhall – 
who roomed with Matt and taught him how to keep a checkbook, shop for groceries, etc. He didn’t think it was 
a big deal to go out on his own. “Now I think, jeez, that WAS a pretty big deal. But I didn’t stress out about it at 
the time because my parents didn’t show that they were stressed out. Living with older guys definitely helped 
me.’’ He couldn’t go out with his teammates many times because he wasn’t old enough to drink. “I’d go back 
to the hotel or apartment. I had a lot of alone time. Played video games but also was finding my way around 
the city. I became more independent than I had been.’’ 
• His mother taught for 20 years; now she and her brother own and run a tuxedo rental store. Says his mother 
told him, “You can have the absolute worst day on earth and somebody else’s best day is still worse.’’ He says, 
“We’ve got a great life playing a game for a living.’’
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• His dad has worked for a window and door wholesaler since he was 20 in sales and management. Mom and 
Dad grew up in Memphis. But for Dad’s job, they moved from South Carolina, to Alabama to Tennessee. 
• Likes duck and deer hunting, though does it sparingly now. Also is avid golfer. 
• From Lane McCarter, high school pitching coach: Nicknamed Matt “Big Daddy Cain.’’ Germantown is a big 
baseball area, but McCarter hadn’t heard anything about Matt before he arrived in high school. He was more a 
position player than a pitcher, though he wanted to pitch. As soon as McCarter saw him throw, he began using 
him on the mound, as well in the infield. Though a great athlete, Matt never played football or basketball. He 
was always focused on baseball. 
• Father watched every game from a lawn chair he set up behind the backstop.
• During Matt’s senior year, 15 to 25 scouts came to every game he pitched. One month, McCarter got so many 
calls from scouts, his cell phone bill was $1600 – a huge chunk of money on a school teacher’s salary. 
• Has lived several places in the Bay Area during his tenure with the Giants. Lived in South Beach for a couple 
years, then Mill Valley, then bought a hilltop house in Noe Valley in 2008, where he and Chelsea lived until 
2011. They now rent a house in the East Bay.
• Threw a perfect game at AT&T Park on June 13, 2012, the 22nd perfect game in Major League history.
• He delivered the Top 10 list on Letterman the following week. Top 10 Things I Want to Achieve Now that I’ve 
Pitched a Perfect Game: 10. Throw a perfect game with my other arm. 9. Convert the mound into an organ-
ic vegetable garden. 8. Discover a cure for groin pulls.7. Open my dream salon.6. Catch a line drive with my 
mouth. 5. Fix the economy, just kidding, that’s impossible. 4. Pitch an inning without my pants. 3. Appear on 
Jay Leno’s “Ten at Ten.” 2. Throw a hole in one. 1. Win the contest to replace Regis Philbin.
• Keeps perspective from the people around him: parents, Chelsea, friends back home. “Memphis, that’s real 
life. Working 40 hours a week. My best friend works in the family business. He’s busting his tail all the time, 
driving 3-4-5 hours a day. So I remember to enjoy what I’m doing, Have fun and really appreciate it as long as 
you can.’’
•  His philosophy: “It is what it is. Once it’s out of my hands (when the game is handed to the relievers or the 
team not scoring runs), it’s over with. When I’m not in the game, I’m a cheerleader. I never look at it as I didn’t 
get the win, we all didn’t get the win. It’s everybody.’’
• Matt met Chelsea Williams at a steakhouse in Arizona during spring training, where Williams, a sociology 
student at Arizona State, was waitressing. Cain needed the whole evening to work up the nerve to say hello.
• Married in 2009. They have homes in Tennessee, Arizona and Orinda.
• The have two daughters: Hartley (born December 12, 2010) and Everly Bre (Oct. 29, 2013)



BRANDON CRAWFORD

• Lived in Menlo Park until the age of 7, then moved to Pleasanton.
• Grew up a Giants fan because his father was a Giants fan and 
season-ticket holder at Candlestick (seats on the third-base side). 
Brandon remembers as a fan getting to walk on the field at the 
‘Stick the second-to-last game ever played there. Remembers being 
at the playoff game against the Mets in 2000 when JT Snow hit a 
home run. And went to one game of the 2002 WS. 
• Watched Game 2 of the 2010 WS at AT&T and the rest on TV.
• The Crawford family bought a brick outside AT&T when it opened 
(near the Willie Mays statue). Look for one that says “Mike Lynn 
Brandon Amy Kaitlin and Jenna Crawford.”
• His favorite player was Royce Clayton because he played short-

stop. Also liked Will Clark, Barry Bonds and Kirt Manwaring. But favorite player was Alex Rodriguez. 
• Began playing baseball “as soon as I could walk.’’ His father coached him through Little League. 
• Father Michael works in the contracts department for Northrop Grumman, a global security company, in San 
Jose.
• His mother Lynn is a fifth-grade teacher at Vintage Hills Elementary in Pleasanton.
• Crawford starred at Foothill High in Pleasanton, where he batted .357 over a three-year varsity career. He 
also played quarterback and safety on the Foothill High football team.
• He has three younger sisters, Amy, Kaitlin and Jenna, who also are athletes. Amy earned All-East Bay Athletic 
League honors three times in softball for Foothill High and plays varsity softball at UCLA, where she is a senior; 
Kaitlin is a standout athlete (softball, rowing and cheerleading); Jenna plays softball.
• Brandon majored in physiological science during his three years at UCLA.
• Was MVP of UCLA baseball team 2006 and 2007.
• Drafted in fourth round in 2008.
• Broke his hand summer 2010 and missed eight weeks of the season with Double A Richmond.
• Crawford faced Lincecum in college and struck out three times in Lincecum’s 18-K two-hit, 5-0 com-
plete-game victory on March 31, 2006. “He was not very fun. He was throwing 98 that night,” Crawford tells 
MLB.com. He said Lincecum’s curveball might have been better then, due to the raised seams on the baseballs 
used in college. “It was dropping about four feet,” Crawford said. “It wasn’t even fair for us.”
• Married to Jalynne Dantzscher, a former gymnast at UCLA. Jalynne’s sister Jamie was on the U.S. Olympic 
gymnastics team that won the bronze medal in Sydney in 2000. Jalynne also has a twin sister, Janelle. For the 
2012 season, Jamie and Janelle shared a three-bedroom rental house in Walnut Creek with Jalynne and Bran-
don.
• More sports-in-the-family: Brandon’s sister Amy – a former softball player at UCLA – is dating another for-
mer Bruin, Garrit Cole, the Pirates first-round pick in the 2011 draft, now a starter in the Majors.
• Crawford’s grand slam at Pittsburgh in the Wild Card Game helped launch San Francisco’s postseason march 
to a World Series Championship in 2014. It was the first grand slam by a shortstop in postseason history.



KYLE CRICK

• Raised in Sherman, Texas, 60 miles north of Dallas. Has one 
sibling, his fraternal twin Kevin. The boys’ middle names – Daniel 
for Kyle and Boone for Kevin – come from their great-grandfather, 
Daniel Boone Powell. 
• Parents divorced when boys were five. Father, Reggie, is district 
manager for a uniform company. Mother, Twila, is a vice president 
for commercial lending at Bank of Texas.
• Both boys always strong and well-coordinated even as toddlers. 
Mother, Twyla, says she’d put them down for naps and close the 
door only to find them escaping moments later: Kyle would get on 
hands and knees, and Kevin would climb on his back and open the 
door.

• Kyle is left handed in everything – but right from the start has always thrown right-handed. When he played 
tennis as a kid, he would switch hands instead of hitting the ball backhand. 
• Both very close and very competitive whether it was playing video games, card games (Magic: The Gathering 
and Pokemon), school grades or target practice. Both excelled in sports, including ping-pong (champions at 
the Boys and Girls Club). Little League head coaches would wrangle to get Kyle’s mother or father to be their 
assistant coach in order to guarantee that both boys would be on their team. If neither parent could coach, 
the twins – who came as a package deal – were always the No. 1 pick.
• Father says, “He had as natural a swing as I had never seen in a young kid. He hit a wiffle ball over the house 
into the front street at five years old.’’
• In football, the boys were co-Defensive Players of the Year. (Kyle was a defensive end and a tight end on of-
fense.) Sherman High and neighboring Denison High have the longest continuous rivalry in the state of Texas, 
going back to 1906. Each year the schools play for “The Battle of the Axe.’’ 
• He decided not to play football his senior year to prevent injury that might jeopardize his future in baseball. 
But as he watched a Sherman player fumble an extra point attempt in a preseason scrimmage, he couldn’t 
stand not being out there with his teammates and rejoined the squad.
• Honor roll student.
• Played mostly infield in high school until switching to pitching his junior year. By senior year, he was throwing 
95-mph fastballs. Upward of 25 pro scouts flocked to Sherman High every Friday night his senior year. In the 
high school yearbook, Kyle was voted “Most Likely to Turn Pro.’’ 
• Brother Kevin burned out on baseball by the end of high school but, says Kevin, “Kyle always stuck with it. I 
knew he had high aspirations and big goals but he didn’t talk about it. He just kept head down and played. The 
thing with Kyle is he thrives under pressure. He never loses his cool. His off-field personality reflects who he is 
on the field.’’
• Kyle accepted a scholarship to play at TCU but turned pro when the Giants made him their second pick in the 
2011 draft (49th overall). Joe Panik was the Giants’ first pick that year.  
• He shined at Single A San Jose in 2013 with a fastball that reached 97 mph, finishing the season with a 1.57 
ERA in 14 starts. Baseball America ranked him as the No. 1 prospect in the Giants’ organization. 



• But the following season, while his draft-mate Panik was already in the Major Leagues and winning a World 
Series Championship, Kyle was struggling in his first year in Double A. He would end up spending three consec-
utive seasons in Double A Richmond, during which he was switched from starter to reliever. That third season 
in 2016 was the toughest of his pro career, physically and emotionally. He finished with a 5.04 ERA and fell off 
the lists of top prospects. 
• His brother and high school friends were, by then, graduating from college and starting their professional 
careers. “He was asking himself, ‘What do I want out of baseball? Where is this leading?’’ The hard questions.’’
• Crick told SF Chronicle’s Henry Schulman: “I’d be lying if I said I didn’t (think about quitting),” he said, “When 
you are in those dark places and those tough spots, it’s hard to find the confidence.”
• “That was hard, to watch him struggling,’’ his mother says. “Now you look back and you know it’s all God’s 
plan. He went through that so he could be at this (Major League) level and handle a little failure and learn from 
it and move on.’’ 
• Giants GM Bobby Evans called Crick in the off-season with the news that he likely would be switched from 
starter to reliever. Crick took this as positive news and a challenge. He figured if they were moving him to the 
bullpen, they had a plan, and the plan probably involved the Major League club. It motivated him to work even 
harder in the off-season. 
• He impressed in spring camp in 2017, allowing just one run in 8.2 innings. He finally was promoted to Triple A 
to open the 2017 season. He performed well enough -- 2.76 ERA, 39 strikeouts, and 6 saves in 29 1/3 innings – 
to earn a call-up. 
• He made his Major League debut June 22 in Atlanta. (The headline the next morning in Sherman’s local pa-
per: “He Made It!’’)
• Crick found that he liked relieving. “I like the unknown part of it,’’ he says. “You never know when if you’re 
going to play that day. So you do the same preparation every day. You’re always ready. As a starter you’re 
thinking about your start all day, psyching yourself up.’’ He also likes the camaraderie of the bullpen. “We root 
for each other,’’ he says. “The entire team has each other’s backs but there’s an extra thing going on in the 
bullpen. If one of us is on the mound, we’re all watching.’’ He says Josh Osich and Hunter Strickland have been 
particularly helpful since he joined the big league team. “They don’t miss a pitch,’’ Crick says. “They point out 
things I’m doing, teaching me lessons they’ve already learned.’’
• Works out in the offseason in Dallas with St. Louis Cardinals pitcher Michael Wacha and Diamondbacks pitch-
er Shelby Miller. 
• Mother says if Kyle wasn’t a ballplayer he’d probably be a sports announcer because of his quick wit and 
communication skills.



JOHNNY CUETO

• Mother Maria Christina sold clothing out of the family’s 
three-bedroom house in San Pedro de Macoris. His father didn’t 
live with the family but lived on the same street. He made his living 
lending money and renting out homes. 
• Cueto is the second of five children, four boys and a girl. (His sister 
died several years ago of kidney failure.) Despite stories about 
Cueto picking vegetables and shining shoes to help his family make 
ends meet, Cueto says he never worked at anything except base-
ball. His mother encouraged him to focus on the game and would 
pull him out of bed in the morning to go work out. She made sure 
Cueto always had baseball equipment. “We had good food, good 
shoes, good clothes,’’ he says. “We weren’t rich. But we weren’t 

poor, either, thank God. We had something.”
• Growing up, Cueto was an outfielder. But as he rose from Little League to higher levels of competition 
against hungry and talented Dominican players, he wasn’t keeping up. He wasn’t particularly fast and didn’t 
have much of a bat. His talent was in his arm. He could nail a runner at home from the farthest depths of right 
field. One day, when he was about to turn 16, a coach told him that if he were going to make it in baseball, it 
would be from a pitcher’s mound. So he learned to pitch. 
• Cueto soon found he had another problem—one he couldn’t solve by simply working harder or mastering 
new skills. “A lot of teams saw me and said, ‘You are too little and skinny,’” he recalls. “‘You have small hands.’” 
He was 5-feet-9-inches and weighed about 180 pounds. But Cueto took inspiration from his idol, countryman 
Pedro Martinez, another undersized pitcher.
• As Cueto watched friends and teammates plucked by Major League organizations to train at the baseball 
academies scattered across the Dominican, he was still home with his mother, three brothers and sister. (His 
father lived down the street.) At one point, the Red Sox—Martinez’s team—showed interest, but offered so 
little money that Cueto’s father told him, “Even I could give you that much.’’
• Cueto’s coach called a local acquaintance who scouted for the Reds, though the coach knew the scout had 
no authority to sign players. Cueto was in luck. Johnny Almaraz, the Reds’ Dominican scouting director at the 
time, was still on the island but leaving the next day. If Cueto could make the trip from his home in San Pedro 
de Macoris to San Cristobal, Almaraz would see him at 7:30 the following morning. Cueto threw between 10 
and 15 pitches, none faster than 92 mph. But Almaraz saw his potential. He sent Cueto to the Reds’ training 
academy. Two weeks later, after receiving positive reports from the academy’s coaches, Almaraz signed Cueto 
for $35,000.
• Four years later, on April 3, 2008, he made a stunning Major League debut. He was perfect through five in-
nings and became the first pitcher to throw 10 Ks and no walks in his debut.
• Cueto does not miss being an outfielder. “Pitching is much easier,” he says. “[As an outfielder,] you’re hitting 
and running and throwing. You have to do too much. I say, ‘No, I’ll go on the mound.’ I liked hitting when I was 
a kid. I hate it now. Too much running.”
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• Cueto runs in the morning and afternoon most days, a routine he began early in his Major League career at 
the urging of his former manager with the Reds, Dusty Baker, who thought running would help Cueto build 
stamina.
• Since then, Cueto has built a reputation for pitching late into games and eating up innings. In 2014, he led the 
National League in innings pitched and strikeouts, winning 20 games and finishing second in Cy Young Award 
voting. He has twice led the National League in games started.
• Cueto still lives in San Pedtro de Macoris in a house not far from his childhood home, and he owns a farm 
outside the city. He owns 15 horses, including two paso finos, the smooth-gaited trail horses imported to the 
Caribbean generations ago from Spain. He also has 54 milk and beef cows, 35 goats and a few dozen chickens. 
• Cueto is most known for his deceptive, disruptive deliveries and his Luis Tiant windup. He twists his body 
clockwise, balancing on one leg, until his back is facing the plate. Then he whips back around—dreadlocks 
flying—and fires. For as many times as he’s seen it, Felipe Alou never understood how Tiant did it and doesn’t 
understand how Cueto does. “How do you lose complete eye contact with the plate and find it again at the end 
of your delivery?” Alou says. “How do you find that pinpoint area?”
• As for his famous hair, Cueto says he has been growing it for seven years and styles the dreads himself. They 
require little more than simply rolling individual locks between his palms, he says, and he sometimes rolls them 
in the dugout during games.
• In 2009, Cueto was a member of the Dominican Republic national baseball team.
• He and his wife, Jennifer, have two sons and a daughter.



CORY GEARRIN

• Grew up in the small town of Dayton, Tennessee, most famous 
as the setting for the Scopes Monkey Trial. It’s South of Knoxville, 
north of Chattanooga. “It’s a great place to raise kids,’’ Cory’s 
mother, Geri, says of Dayton, “because you can’t throw a rock 
without hitting a church.’’ Cory grew up attending Dayton First 
Baptist. 
• Cory has one sister, Cayce, 27, who is a marketing and leasing 
manager in Minneapolis. His parents Tim and Geri divorced when 
Cory was nine. Tim is a high school teacher. Geri was a longtime 
social worker who now works as a quality control reviewer in 
the department of human services for the State of Tennessee in 
Chattanooga. Both parents were athletes growing up and played 

multiple sports at the collegiate level.
• Geri’s favorite story about her son took place when he was a sophomore in high school. The baseball 
season was almost over. Cory had an opportunity to travel to Los Angeles with a friend’s family. Geri wanted 
her son to see something beyond Dayton and encouraged him to ask his coach if he could go. As an under-
classman, Cory wasn’t likely to play in those final two games. Geri told the coach how important she thought 
the trip was for Cory’s development. (“It’s not like Cory’s going to be a Major League baseball player,’’ she 
told him.) His coach, Wes Caldwell, relented. 
o After practice one day the following season, the coach told Cory to stay and run “poles’’ – foul pole to 
foul pole. When Geri got home from work that night and asked where Cory was, her daughter said, “Still at 
practice.’’ Around 8:30, Geri finally drove to the field, where she found Cory running by himself in the dark. 
o  “How many poles are you doing?’’ she asked. Cory said it wasn’t a number. The coach said to run 
until he told him to quit. He said Caldwell had left but would be back. Geri watched her son for 30 minutes, 
decided the whole thing was ridiculous and called Caldwell. No answer. “OK, let’s go,’’ she said. “I’ll take the 
blame if he comes back.’’ Cory refused to leave.
o So Geri drove to the coach’s house. He wasn’t there. Caldwell was passing the field on the way home 
from dinner when he noticed a figure on the darkened field. “I thought it was someone trying to vandalize 
the place. Then, I realized, ‘Oh my god, I never told Cory to stop running,’” says Caldwell. “It was that day 
that - after I told him how sorry I was - I told him, ‘Never again do you have to prove your character to me.’” 
o “That tells you who Cory is,’’ Geri says. “He was 15 and he did that.’’
• As a tall, thin junior, he decided he had to build his arm strength. He arranged to have the high school 
gym opened for him by 6 in the morning. He taped off boxes on the walls and threw baseballs from one side 
of the gym to the other side, trying to hit the box. A coach passing by the gym thought someone was shoot-
ing a gun, only to find Cory in the gym firing baseballs.
• In his senior year, Cory wrote to more than 25 colleges through the southeast hoping to land a spot 
on a baseball team. He heard from zero. He figured he’d go to college and study history, political science or 
philosophy then go on to law school. Then a coach named Rick Robinson, from Young Harris Community 
College in the mountains of North Georgia, noticed Cory’s sidearm throw from his position at second base. 



Robinson had already dismissed him as a pitcher after seeing him on the mound. But he told Gearrin if he 
could learn to pitch from that angle, he would consider giving him scholarship money. Cory worked all summer 
on his delivery and landed the scholarship. 
• Gearrin lived in a seven-person, on-campus housing suite with Colorado Rockies outfielder Charlie 
Blackmon while the two attended Young Harris College. “He was very structured, very organized and very op-
posite to the rest of our roommates,” says Blackmon. “He was the glue that held us altogether.”
o On May 28, 2016, Gearrin struck out his old college roomie the first time the two faced each other in 
the big leagues. Gearrin also collected his first Major League hit in the game.
• While at Young Harris, only Mercer University in Macon, Georgia, recruited him to join their team when 
he had finished his two years at the JC. 
• He was driving to the Cape for a tryout with the Cotuit Kettleers when the Tampa Bay Rays called to of-
fer a free-agent contract for princely sum of $1,000. He thought about signing because he thought it would be 
his only opportunity to play. But after the tryout with Mike Roberts of the Cotuit Kettleers, the coach told Cory 
to wait to sign. Sure enough, Gearrin became the closer of the All-Star team. (He saved the game – striking out 
Buster Posey in the process.) 
• After he excelled in the Cape Cod League that summer, the big universities like Florida and Tennessee 
came calling. Cory declined. “Mercer wanted me when nobody else wanted me,’’ he told his mother. “I’m going 
to honor that.’’ He majored in political science.
• The following spring, 2007, after a season with Mercer, he was drafted in the fourth round by the 
Braves.
• He struggled in rookie ball in Danville, Virginia, when the coaches there tried to change his delivery. His 
ERA skyrocketed. He was angry and unhappy but wanted to be respectful and do what the coaches told him. 
He grew from that experience. He began to learn what was right for him. 
• During the 2008 off-season, he interned with Tennessee congressman Zach Wamp. He said he wanted 
to see how the process worked. “You find out that a lot of it is social work. You’re answering calls from people 
who want to know what to do because the gas has been turned off. You’re problem-solving in people’s real 
lives.’’ He later interned in a Chattanooga city councilman’s office. 
• In the Braves’ farm system in 2011, he won the Bill Lucas Award, given annually to the minor leaguer 
who exhibits the best character and sportsmanship.
• Freshman year at Young Harris, 2004, his youth pastor – Todd Starnes -- was a TV/radio personality for 
Fox News. He asked Gearrin to help him cover Republican National convention in New York. Over the years, 
Gearrin has accompanied him to 2008 presidential debate between McCain-Obama – in Belmont University in 
Nashville -- and the Obama’s State of the Union in 2010.
• After he had Tommy John surgery in 2014, he volunteered for a short time during the off-season in 
Georgia governor Nathan Deal’s office.  
• When the Giants called, he was thrilled. He told a Tennessee reporter: “Honestly San Francisco is my fa-
vorite city in the Major Leagues. It has everything, and for me is the most beautiful experience in baseball. The 
rolling hills and the sprawling bay surrounding AT&T Park are remarkable.  You’re so close to so many captivat-
ing areas up and down the California coast as well.”
• His first stop when he arrived in San Francisco was the famed City Lights Bookstore; he stayed two 
hours. He likes Kerouac and the Beat writers for how they captured where they lived. He likes literature that 
is tied to the land, and names as his favorites California naturalist John Muir and poet Robinson Jeffers, who 
wrote often about California’s central coast. “The environment you live in impacts you so much,’’ Gearrin says.
• Gearrin has become involved with Project Bayview, a ministry begun by Francis Chan that serves those 
struggling with addiction, gang violence and incarceration. “If Jesus were here today, where would he be? He’d 
be in these neighborhoods,’’ Gearrin says.
• Two passions are reading and hiking. Since joining the Giants, his hikes have included Yosemite and the 
Grand Canyon, Big Sur, Point Reyes, the Marin Headlands and Land’s End in the city. During a spring training off 
day, he drove by himself to Flagstaff, stayed in a hostel and hiked. 
• In early June 2016, Gearrin played in Atlanta for the first time since the Braves released him. His father, 



Tim, coaches the middle school team in Dayton, a three-hour drive from Turner Field. Gearrin arranged field 
passes so the whole middle-school team could watch batting practice.
• During the 2016 off-season, Gearrin sold his house in Atlanta and moved to Scottsdale with his fiancé 
Maddi Reynolds. They plan to marry before the start of the 2017 season, perhaps at San Francisco City Hall. 
• He worked the polling precinct near his home in Chattanooga in 2008 and 2012. (He didn’t do it in 2016 
became he was moving to Arizona and wasn’t registered yet in the state.)
• Also during the 2016 off-season – again putting his poli-sci education to use -- Gearrin was elected to 
the pension committee of the Major League Baseball Players Association. He was in the room for all the collec-
tive bargaining negotiations with MLB in Dallas the last weekend in November. 



CONOR GILLASPIE

• In the 2008 draft, the Giants used their first pick to choose Bust-
er Posey and their second for Gillaspie. (Crawford was fourth.) 
• Traded to the White Sox before the 2013 season. Became a 
starter for the Sox in 2014 then struggled in 2015, ending the 
season with the Angels. Returned to the Giants on a minor-league 
contract in 2016. He told reporters upon his return that he had 
matured a lot from the guy he had been earlier in his career. He is 
now married with a 2 ½-year-old son. Mason. And he said veteran 
players on the White Sox, including Jake Peavy, helped him ad-
dress how “far off’’ he was socially in the clubhouse and on the 
field.
• He told Bay Area reporters “To establish myself as a person, 

more than anything, goes a long way in a big-league clubhouse because there’s been a lot of clubs, they have 
their bad apples, they have their guys you can’t approach and can’t talk to. I was one of those guys at that 
point. I’m looking forward to turning that around and being a guy who’s here for everybody in this room.”
• And: “I’m just glad a club where I didn’t leave the best impact when I was here was respectful enough and 
kind enough to say, ‘You know what? This guy can possibly help us.’
• And: “If my role is to be in Triple-A and be ready to come up and help, at this point, I’ve got a family and I’m 
28 years old. Sometimes that’s life. Life’s not always fair, and I’ve got no problem with being a bench player. 
I’ve got no problem with being at Triple-A. I don’t really have a problem with anything anymore.”
• If he weren’t a baseball player, he once said he’d be a meteorologist specializing in chasing tornadoes – a 
storm watcher. He has loved weather since he was little. In T-ball, he’d be looking at the clouds instead of the 
ball. Among the first words he learned to spell were “cumulus nimbus.’’ 
• His parents didn’t take his weather fascination too seriously until he was 11. He and his father were at a 
relative’s house mowing their lawn. Conor suddenly told his dad they had to get home. There’s going to be a 
tornado, he said. Mark Gillaspie looked at the sky and saw nothing. They went home anyway and turned on 
the TV but there was nothing. No warning about any tornadoes. Less than a hour later, a tornado hit.
• His mother used to have to pull him back into the house when storms hit because he wanted to go out and 
take pictures. Instead of ESPN, he watched The Weather Channel. Once he left home for college in Kansas – 
the tornado capital of the U.S. – he began chasing storms. He learned how to position himself southwest of 
the storm. He video-taped the storms or took pictures with his cell phone. Baseball, storms and hunting are 
equal passions, his mother says.
• Was nicknamed The Weather Man in college. Prompted headlines in college paper: The Perfect Storm, etc. 
Every time there was a big storm, Conor would try to get his friends in college to go chase it. “There’s a storm 
in Oklahoma – let’s go!’’ Whenever a front was coming in, Conor would tell his teammates which way it was 
coming in from, what the clouds were, what kind of front it was. 
• “If Conor likes something,’’ Wichita teammate Cody Lassley says, “he’s going to research the crap out of it. 
He became obsessed about fishing. He was trying to catch bigger and bigger fish, so he went online and found 
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the best spots and best baits, everything. Then it was bird hunting. He read everything about it.’’  
• From a college baseball website: “As accomplished as he is at baseball, Gillaspie’s first love is hunting; he’d 
rather have a shotgun in hand rather than a bat. “I die for pheasant.” Gillaspie proclaimed when asked about 
hunting, “I will hunt pheasant every day, all day in 0’ degree weather.” As further testament to his affection for 
the sport, when asked to come up with his own six-word memoir, the tale of Conor Gillaspie to date has noth-
ing to do with baseball. Instead his half dozen worded biography simply states, “Pheasant hunting in South 
Dakota rocks.”
• Conor’s father Mark was an All-American outfielder for Mississippi State and a College World Series star and 
played ball for nine years in the minor leagues – five years in the Padres organization then the Yankees, Cubs, 
Brewers and Royals. He was heading out on a road trip when Dianne went into labor. He managed to get back 
in time to see Conor’s birth. Then headed out to join the team three days later. 
• When Conor was seven months old, Mark went to spring training with the Royals and hoped to be sent to 
the team’s Triple A club in Omaha – where he grew up and lived with Dianne and Conor. He was sent to Double 
A Memphis instead. Dianne had finished physical therapy school but owed three years of work to the company 
that paid for her schooling. Mark and Dianne had always said they never wanted their children in day care, so 
Mark made the decision to quit baseball and return to Omaha to raise Conor while Dianne worked. For three 
years, he stayed home full-time with his son until Dianne had paid off her debt.  Then she went part-time and 
he attended the police academy (and became a full-time police officer). Their daughter was born when Conor 
was three and another son three years after that. 
• Conor’s sister played soccer player at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and his brother played baseball.
• Mark Gillaspie coached Conor from age 4 to age 13. They had a batting cage in their backyard.
• Wasn’t heavily recruited out of high school. “I was barely good enough to go to Wichita,’’ he says. An umpire 
in the high school league who also worked in the Missouri Valley Conference heard the coach at Wichita need-
ed infielders and recommended Conor.  Creighton was the only other school interested but it was too expen-
sive without a full scholarship.
• He had a strong freshman year and entered his sophomore year as a preseason All-American. For reasons he 
can’t articulate – fear of failure, pressure? – he slacked off on his work both in the classroom and on the field. 
He battled with his coach and teammates. He got down on himself. “I lost it. I couldn’t think straight.’’ Still, he 
hit .330 and led the team in RBIs but also struck out 60 times. The last game of his sophomore season was the 
Super-Regional on ESPN – any college player’s dream. Gillaspie said he didn’t even want to be there. After the 
game, he returned home to Omaha without saying goodbye or even clearing out his house. He said he prayed 
a lot and got back on track. He decided there was a right way of living, and that was to do all the little things, 
like opening doors for people at the grocery store, working hard at everything. He told himself, “Things are 
going to change from here on out. If you have a bad year, there’s no shame in that because you worked as hard 
as you could.’’
• That summer, in 2007, he played in the Cape Cod League and had the time of his life. He enjoyed his host 
family and had fun with his teammates. And he was hitting the cover off the ball. “I was having a blast all sum-
mer and I looked up and there was only a week left and suddenly I was winning all these awards.’’ He was the 
Cape Cod League Most Valuable Player and also received the Thurman Munson Batting Champion Trophy for 
highest average (.345). Also led the league in slugging (.673).
From Cody Lassley, his college teammate:
• Says Conor is introverted, quiet even around his friends. Rarely shows emotion, even in games. Not a partier. 
Never saw Conor take a drink. Would rather be out hunting or fishing, and then he’d loosen up more. 
• In his sophomore year, he burned out because he wanted to do so well all the time that it just wore him out. 
Learned to have more balance in his life. Learned to leave the game on the diamond. 
• Always a great work ethic. He’d spend hours every day hitting off the pitching machine or a T or having Cody 
soft-toss to him. “I’d throw a million every day,’’ Cody says. Conor would “just beg people to hit him ground 
balls before and after practice.’’ 



GORKYS HERNANDEZ
• Grew up in Maturin, in the north part of Venezuela known for 
oil production. 
• Oldest of four children to a single mother, who worked odd 
jobs like driving a jitney to make ends meet. His father left 
when Gorkys was three years old. As a kid he played baseball in 
the backyard with a ball made of rolled-up socks and tape. 
• He has a 24-year-old sister, 21-year-old brother – and a six-
year-old brother. 
• Gorkys is named after Maxim Gorky, the early 20th-century 
Russian writer and Marxist activist. His grandfather had want-
ed to name his son “Gorky’’ but when his wife nixed the idea, 
that boy – Gorkys’ father -- grew up to give the name to own 

son. (Gorkys had thought the name came from a German or Russian president from long ago. He learned 
the actual provenance after a little research in 2017. BTW, the literal Russian translation of the word gorky is 
“bitter,’’ the antithesis of Hernandez’s personality.)
• As a teenager, Gorkys trained for baseball in the morning and worked at a car wash in the afternoon to 
help support his family. He signed a professional baseball contract with Detroit in 2005 at age 17. He has 
played on minor-league teams with Detroit, Atlanta (twice), Pittsburgh (twice), Miami, Kansas City, Chica-
go White Sox and the Giants for a total of 1,092 games -- plus 24 in Mexico, and 381 during nine seasons in 
Caribbean winter ball. 
• It wasn’t until 2017, in his 13th year in professional baseball, that after a strong spring training with the 
Giants, he made his first Opening Day roster.
• He had made his Major League debut in 2012, playing 70 games with Pittsburgh and Miami. 
• He was in Triple A with the White Sox in 2014 when he was released in the middle of the season. He 
moved his family back into their house in Venezuela because it was cheaper to live there while he waited 
for another team to call. Three weeks went by. Nothing. He told his wife he was going to stop playing and 
find a job. He had to make money. Then his agent called. “Want to play in Mexico?’’ Gorkys told him he’d 
play anywhere. 
• He went to Mexico for three months, returned to Venezuela for winter ball and in November 2015 signed 
a minor-league contract with the Pirates. He played eight games in the big leagues that year. 
• He signed with the Giants for 2016. He spent the season in Triple A until he was called up in August to re-
place an injured Gregor Blanco. He stayed for the remainder of the season. He moved his family to Arizona 
in October to be closer to the Giants’ training facility. He wanted to make sure he was prepared as possible 
for 2017. 
• On the last day of spring training, when the bus was pulling out of the Oakland Coliseum after the final 
exhibition game, Bochy told him he had made the team. 
• On April 4, 2017, in his first game of the season against Arizona Diamondbacks (he started in place of reg-
ular centerfielder Denard Span) he had a career high four RBIs.



• On July 15, he had another career high, this time for base hits, going 4-for-4 in the 5-4 win over the San 
Diego Padres.
• He has been married seven years to Ariadna and they have three children: seven-year-old Eva, five-year-
old Evans, and four-year-old Ethan (as of 2017). 



NICK HUNDLEY

• Nick’s father Tim Hundley was a longtime college football coach. 
He has coached at UCLA, SMU, UTEP, Washington, Colorado, 
Oregon State, Idaho and UNLV. He is in the NAIA Hall of Fame. He 
spent a large portion of his coaching career with Rick Neuheisel
(UCLA, Washington, Colorado).
• Because his father moved around, Nick attended lots of differ-
ent schools. He was born when his father was at Oregon State. 
He finished high school in the Seattle area when his father was at 
Washington. He was an A student.
• Spent weekends on the sidelines of college football games in-
cluding the Rose Bowl, and during the week the dinner table was 
often loud and crowded with Tim’s players. 

• Nick has one brother, Jake, who is 16 months older than Nick. He earned his PhD at UCLA in mechanical engi-
neering and is now a senior researcher in aerospace engineering at Hughes Research Lab.
• Both boys waited at the door for their father to come home and pitch batting practice to them. They had the 
run of the athletic facilities at the universities where Tim worked, using the batting cage or weight room at 5 
a.m. or 10:30 p.m. – whenever Tim and the equipment were available.
• Though he played football (quarterback and defensive back), baseball was his first love. He’d practice his 
swing in the swimming pool when the family lived in Los Angeles, using the water for resistance. He’d lay down 
masking tape on the floor of his bedroom in front of a full-length mirror to practice stepping into his swing. His 
mother, Pam, drove around with an L-screen (which protects a batting-practice pitcher) in her van, ready for 
whenever Nick could get someone (most often his dad) to throw BP.
• Gave up football as a senior in high school to focus on baseball, where he truly excelled. He began as a short 
stop and switched to catching as a junior. He was two-time team captain for Lake Washington High School in 
Redmond, Washington, and Oregon state Player of the Year. 
• The Marlins drafted him in the fifth-round out of high school but Nick opted to go to the University of Arizo-
na, which was rebuilding its program. The school had been to just one regional in eight years. “Our recruiting 
mission was to find guys with a chip on their shoulders,’’ says Arizona head coach Andy Lopez, who had just 
taken the job. “I recruited on the challenge, ‘Come to Arizona to turn it around. Do something that can’t be 
done. But you might not be tough enough to do it.’ “ 
• Nick hit a home run in his first college at-bat. He hit .361 for the season, platooning at catcher. But in his 
sophomore year, fellow catcher Richie Mercado got hot at the plate and became the starter. Hundley wasn’t in 
the lineup for 22 straight games. Tim advised his son, “Even if you’re on the bench, they can’t keep you from 
getting better every day.’’
• Said Lopez, “Nick never complained. He just worked through it. He was nails.’’ When Mercado cooled off, 
Nick got his chance to start and, Lopez said, “he ran away with it. 



• Nick was one of only two catchers in Lopez’s 38 years of coaching that he allowed to call his own pitches 
most of the time. “Nick was such a great student of the game,’’ Lopez said. “No one outworked him. He was 
confident and cocky and ready to compete every day.’’ (The other catcher who Lopez allowed to call pitches: 
future 15-year MLB catcher David Ross.)
• Though Arizona didn’t have designated captains – “I wanted all of them to work like captains,’’ Lopez said – 
Hundley was the de facto captain. “He was the man. He walked around like he owned the place.’’ 
• Giants teammate Mark Melancon arrived at Arizona a year after Nick and they became battery mates and 
fast friends. They later were groomsmen in each other’s weddings. 
• After three seasons at Arizona, Nick was a finalist for 2005 Johnny Bench Award.
• The San Diego Padres picked him in the second round of the 2005 draft. 
• Reached the Majors in 2008. He played six seasons for the Padres.
• In 2010, he won the Chairman’s Award which the Padres present annually to the player who does the most 
in the community. One favorite was the Monarch School for homeless children. Said longtime Padres team-
mate Will Venable : “I loved the time I spent there, but what I did didn’t come close to Nick’s efforts. And 
those kids lit up when Nick showed up. Nick poured himself into it, into everything he did, and he did a lot.”
• Roughest season of his career was 2012 with Padres. After signing a three-year contract, his batting average 
plummeted during the first three months of the season as he battled knee pain. He was sent down to Triple 
A-Tucson to work through the struggles. 
• Traded to Orioles in 2014. Signed with Rockies for 2015 and 2016. He had his best offensive season in 2015, 
hitting .301.
• Hundley signed with the Giants for the 2017 season – joining his pal Melancon who had already signed with 
the team. It’s the first time they have played together as pros.
• Married his wife, Amy, on December 9, 2009. Daughter, Allyson, born 2013. Their second daughter, Hailey, 
was born March 23, 2016



GEORGE KONTOS
• Grew up in the Chicago area, lettering in baseball, basketball and 
golf in high school. He was Gatorade Player of the Year for Illinois in 
2003.
• Majored in economics at Northwestern University before being 
drafted by the Yankees. George’s younger brother Chris also played 
baseball at Northwestern and graduated in 2012.
• Little-known fact about Kontos: He has all ten seasons of 
“Friends’’ on DVDs and can quote nearly every line. His favorite 
episode is when Joey speaks French.
• Kontos is Greek on both sides of his family. His mother’s family 
and father’s family are both from a 2000-year-old town outside 
Sparta called Geraki. George’s father Nicholas grew up in a house 

that was 200 years old. His parents immigrated to the States when they were children. 
• Quintessential immigrant’s story: George’s grandfather was a farmer who produced olives and olive oil. Gave 
that up for a better life for his children in the States. He arrived in the States during the 1960s with $250 in his 
pocket. Because his English was limited, he had few job prospects so he worked as a custodian at Northwest-
ern from 3 to 11 p.m. His wife, George’s grandmother, worked in a factory. One salary went for living expenses, 
the other into savings, which they eventually used to buy an apartment building that the family owns to this 
day. 
• Their son, Nicholas (George’s father) dropped out of college to start his own business distributing restaurant 
supplies because so many Greek families owned restaurants. He operated the business for 30 years, and like 
his father used his savings to buy real estate. He and his wife, Theodora, now own and operate convenience 
stores and gas stations in addition to the apartment building. 
• Theodora’s father owned and operated a well-known fast food stand in Chicago for 30 years called MIC 
Duck’s. 
• “Except for the Windex, ‘My Big Fat Greek Wedding’ is pretty accurate of our family,’’ Nicholas says. 
• George, who is named after his paternal grandfather (the olive farmer and Northwestern custodian who 
died 10 days after George was born), was cared for by his grandparents -- one papou and two yia-yia’s -- on 
the north side of Chicago because George’s parents both worked. So George’s first language was Greek. When 
his parents moved to the suburbs and placed him in a Montessori preschool, George couldn’t understand any 
of the other children.
• Twice a week through his childhood, George attended Greek school for an hour and a half after regular 
school, plus Sunday school at the Greek Orthodox Church, where he was an altar boy. He still speaks, writes 
and reads Greek fluently. 
• Nicholas knew nothing of baseball when he arrived in Chicago as a child but soon became a fan of the Cubs. 
He was an enthusiastic and knowledgeable supporter of both his sons when they played on Little League and 
travel-ball teams and through college and pros.  

- MORE -



• George didn’t distinguish himself until high school, when scouts began coming around his junior year. But 
George was also a good student, taking mostly AP classes, and accepted a scholarship to play baseball at 
Northwestern -- where his grandfather had been a custodian. The university is just 10 minutes from George’s 
childhood home in Lincolnwood, Illinois, where his parents still live. 
• George was drafted by the Yankees in 2006 after his junior year of college. His climb through the farm system 
as a starting pitcher came to a halt in 2009 when he had Tommy John surgery. During his 10-month rehab back 
in Illinois, he took enough classes to earn his degree in finance from Northwestern – the same university where 
his grandfather worked as a custodian. “That was a dream for all of us,’’ Nicholas says.
• Traded to the Giants at the end of spring training 2012 for catcher Chris Stewart. Earned a spot on the post-
season roster and now has a World Series ring. 
• He is a workout fanatic. During the 2012 off season, in addition to lifting weights three times a week, yoga 
once a week and throwing, his workout included boxing twice a week and Muay Thai once a week. (Perhaps his 
embrace of martial arts and boxing is a reflection of his Spartan heritage; in ancient Greece Sparta was well-
known for its focus on military training.) 
• Muay Thai is a practice of martial arts that is known as “the art of eight weapons” because it is characterized 
by the combined use of fists, elbows, knees, shins and feet. Kontos says it helps open up hips and helps with 
flexibility. 
• Boxing workout: jump rope, shadow boxing, push-ups, core work, heavy bag with 16-ounce gloves – similar 
motion to throwing a baseball. Helps endurance. 
• He works out in the off-season with Yankees outfielder Curtis Granderson, who attended University of Chica-
go at Illinois, and Padres pitcher Luke Gregerson, another Chicago-area local who attended St. Xavier University 
in Orland Park, Illinois.
• Not married. Plays golf and does a little bow-hunting in the off-season when he’s not in the gym.



DEREK LAW
* Grew up and still makes his home in Pittsburgh, PA.
* Father is former right-handed pitcher Joe Law, who spent nine 
seasons in the A’s farm system and four days on the Major League 
roster. From Andrew Bag-garly, CSNBayArea: “[In 1988], on July 5, 
the Oakland Athletics had a double-header in Cleveland and called 
up a right-handed pitcher named Joe Law. He spent four days on 
the A’s roster, all told. Once he even got the signal to start warming 
up. He sat back down. He never unbuttoned his satin jacket again – 
then, or ever.’’
* Mom, Tracey, is a registered nurse who runs an elder-care home 
on the up-stairs floor of the family’s large, 100-year-old house. 
* Has one sibling, an autistic brother, Dustin, who is four years 

younger than Derek. “He knows when I leave it’s for baseball, but he doesn’t get what base-ball is,’’ Derek 
says. “He really looks up to me, but he can’t really go to my games. He has his routines. He’s in his own little 
world.’’
* Tracey, with her elder-care clients and Dustin, couldn’t attend many of Derek’s games. She was able to watch 
him when he was with Single A Augusta and the team played in Hagerstown, MD, which was close enough 
to drive. And she was at his debut in Los Angeles, April 15, 2016. Derek had a big cheering section: parents, 
future mother- and father-in-law, two best friends from Pittsburgh, and future wife Chelsea. 
* Derek spent every day with his dad. “We’re like brothers more than father and son. We fight like brothers. 
We talk like brothers. We were together every day until I left for college.’’ Joe took Derek to the batting cages, 
to the field, wherev-er they could play baseball. He built a mound for Derek on the side of the house, where 
Derek began pitching at 7 years old.  
* Joe was Derek’s pitching coach at every level through high school (Seton LaSalle Catholic High School in 
Pittsburgh.) Derek was good enough to be drafted at the end of high school in 2009 (by the Texas Rangers in 
the 28th round), but he chose to go to Miami Dade College in Florida, which has a highly respected baseball 
program.
* After two years at Miami Dade, Derek signed with the Giants when they drafted him in the ninth round in 
2011. 
* Joe says his son’s growing success in baseball takes the sting out of falling short in his own career: “At the 
time I was bitter about it,’’ he told Baggarly. “But as time goes by, you realize not too many people get the call 
to the big leagues. Not too many people get to put the big league uniform on. And I got that. With Derek so 
close [to making the Majors], that helps with the sting. But that was so long ago, and I’m happy with it. If it 
didn’t happen that way, I wouldn’t have gotten to spend as much time with Derek as I did.”
* Had Tommy John surgery June 2014.
* In high school, he was voted Most Athletic and Best Dancer. “Only my good friends know I can dance,’’ he 
said, though he busted some moves during 2017 FanFest at a fan’s request. 
* He and his wife, the former Chelsea Gielarowski, have been together since high school. They married De-
cember 31, 2016 – New Year’s Eve is also Chel-sea’s birthday. Tyler Beede and Mac Williamson served as 



groomsmen. The couple served 600 chicken McNuggets as late-night snack. “Everybody loves McDonald’s,’’ 
Law said. They honeymooned in the Maldives with a day in Du-bai. They snorkeled with whale sharks and jet-
skied. 
* Law will serve as a groomsman in Beede’s wedding in November 2017.
* Highlight in 2016 was playing in PNC Park in front of home crowd. He got a win. His wife’s family alone ac-
counted for about 25- 30 people. Law guessed there was about 50 family and friends there to support him.



HENSLEY MEULENS
• Full name: Sir Hensley Filemon Acasio Meulens,
• Signed pro contract out of high school in Curacao.
• Baseball America named Meulens the top prospect in the Yan-
kees system in both 1988 and 1989, ahead of Roberto Kelly, Jay 
Buhner, Bernie Williams and Deion Sanders.
• Earned the nickname “Bam Bam” when his friends compared his 
power to the Flintstones’ cartoon character.
• A little less than three years total in the Major Leagues, spread 
out of over seven seasons. Was a power hitter who struck out too 
often. Didn’t hit enough for average. Played pro baseball for 17 
years total, ending his playing career in 2002 with Puebla in the 
Mexican League. 

• Learned to stop using sporadic playing time as an excuse. He worked hard to be valuable as a back-up infield-
er and outfielder, as a 25th player. It’s something he emphasizes to his players now – no excuses about playing 
time. Deliver when you get the chance. 
• Has a baseball academy in Curacao, run by his brother. Kids ages 4 to 19, from September to June. After 
school 4-6 p.m. “The important thing for kids is to learn to listen,’’ he says. “But first and foremost, we want 
them to have fun. They’re at ages where they’re going to make a lot of mistakes, so the coaches have to be 
very patient. We know their motor skills are fully developed yet.’’
• Best advice for kids: “Keep your eye on the ball. Kids get distracted easily. They’re kicking the dirt, looking at 
their parents. Just always be watching the ball, in the field and at the plate.’’
• He speaks five languages. Grew up speaking the local language (Papiamento) at home in Curacao, and spoke 
Dutch in school. Everyone takes English and Spanish classes starting in fifth grade, so he learned those lan-
guages, too. Then he learned Japanese while playing three seasons in Japan (1994-1996)
• Curacao formed by volcano eruptions, so it’s very dry. Major employment was oil refinery, where Meulens’ 
father worked for 32 years as a plant operator. 
• Meulens’ father was a big soccer star who was captain of the national team. But Meulens and his brother 
chose baseball over soccer, even though baseball was not a popular sport in the country at the time. 
• Before joining the Giants’ organization, he was the triple-A hitting instructor for the Indianapolis Indians 
of the Pittsburgh Pirates’ organization from 2005-08. He was also a coach at Bluefield, Baltimore’s advanced 
rookie team in the Appalachian League from 2003-04. 
• Meulens represented the Netherlands at the 2000 Summer Olympics in Sydney.
• Has three children: Michelle MarIise Aimee Meulens-Ebecilio (1989), Danielle Marie Antonia Meulens-Ebe-
cilio (1992) and Elijah Gabriel Ludwig (2010).
• On April 27, 2012, Meulens was awarded with the Order of Orange-Nassau by Queen Beatrix, which is a 
chivalry order of the Netherlands that is the equivalent of knighthood.



MARK MELANCON
• Raised in Colorado. One sibling, a young sister named Michelle. 
• Despite his quiet demeanor, he has always has been an adven-
turer and seeker of high adrenaline experiences. Did his first bun-
gee jump at 7 years old.
o Perhaps no surprise he grew up to be a closer.
• Played baseball, football and basketball in at Golden High School 
in Golden, Colorado. Three-time team captain in baseball. All-State 
in baseball and football twice, once in basketball.
• Not a top pitching recruit out of high school. But 10 games into 
his freshman season at University of Arizona in 2004, coach Andy 
Lopez tapped him to be the closer – the only freshman Lopez had 
ever used – and ever would use – as a closer in his 38 years of 

coaching college baseball. 
o Melancon offered a glimpse of the future in the 10th inning against Long Beach State (on Long Beach State’s 
home field) in the NCAA Super Regionals his freshman year. The season was on the line: Whoever won the 
game went on to the College World Series in Omaha. Arizona’s shortstop made an error with one out, loading 
the bases. Lopez immediately hustled out of the dugout to calm his young closer as the pressure mounted. “I 
get to mound,’’ Lopez says, “and before I say two words he looks at me and the shortstop. ‘Hey, everybody, I 
got this.’ He struck out next two hitters and we went to College World Series.’’
o Sophomore year he showed up at fall practice one day with his foot in a stabilizing boot: High ankle sprain. 
Injured it jumping out of an airplane at a nearby air field. Melancon has gotten his wife to agree to skydive 
with him once baseball is over. Mary Catherine agreed to this in order to stop him from bungee jumping off 
the famous Bloukrans bridge in South Africa.
o Lopez still took him on road trips because he had such a positive influence on the bench and clubhouse. 
Because he wasn’t playing, he’d always volunteer to take the airline voucher for a later flight back to Arizona 
when the flights were overbooked. Only much later did Lopez discover that Melancon was using the vouchers 
to fly to South Bend, Indiana, to see his girlfriend, Mary Catherine, who he later married.
• Mary Catherine, an accounting major and water polo player at Notre Dame, met Mark during his freshman 
year at Arizona when he was in South Bend for an NCAA regional game in June 2004. He connected with her 
again because the College World Series is played in her hometown of Omaha.
• Mark was a quiet and serious young man but Mary Catherine had never met anyone who was more curious 
about the world or more game to try something new. “He is interested in everything, a student of life, a great 
listener. He wants to know people’s stories. He wants to learn how things work.’’
o When they were dating he told her he had a surprise for her. He whispered his plan to his mom, who said, 
“No, not a good surprise.’’ It turned out he wanted to go up in the mountains and build a snow cave to stay 
the night in. His mother and Mary Catherine vetoed the idea, despite Mark’s assurances he had watched many 
youtube videos on how to do it. 
• Even in college, he’d hop in a taxi and explore whatever city or town the University of Arizona was playing in.



o College coach Andy Lopez: “We went to play a school in Texas. End of the world somewhere. Awful place. We 
were all grumpy when we checked into the hotel. I thought, ‘God, we’ll never come back here again.’ I was at 
front desk right after we checked in and suddenly Mark shows up in the lobby. He was getting a taxi and going 
out to see the place.’’ 
• As a Major Leaguer, he has never ordered room service. Breakfast, lunch or dinner. He’d rather be out seeing 
what’s going on.
• Another example of not letting the grass grow under him: When he was rehabbing from Tommy John surgery 
in 2007 (he was a ninth-round pick by the Yankees in 2006), he lobbied the Yankees to allow him to rehab in 
Arizona rather than at their facility in Florida. He wanted to utilize his down time to finish his college degree. 
He lived with his trainer in order to maximize his rehab process. After taking 21 credits in one semester, he 
completed his degree in family studies. 
• He rarely watches movies or television. Didn’t do it much as a kid either. It’s not unusual for him to come up 
blank when others mention films or TV shows that most people on earth have seen. 
• Mark and Mary Catherine married in 2009 in Omaha, where Mary Catherine grew up. They held their re-
hearsal dinner at the Stadium View Club in Rosenblatt Stadium, site of the College World Series.
• The couple came up with a bucket list of adventures before they married. (She had it drawn up in calligraphy, 
framed and hung in their bathroom.) Among the experiences they have checked off: cage-diving with great 
white sharks off the coast of New Zealand, biking down “the world’s most dangerous road” in Bolivia past 
1,000-foot drops without the safety of a guardrail, riding in a blimp and hiking the Grand Canyon. Antarctica is 
on the list.
• Spent two weeks conducting baseball clinics in South Africa in December 2013, representing Major League 
Baseball on a mission to promote the game. Melancon’s hotel was two blocks from the home of Nelson Man-
dela, who died during the pitcher’s stay in Johannesburg. The city shut down in mourning. “It really gave me a 
firsthand sense for how much Nelson Mandela meant. I’ll never forget it.”
• Disciplined and organized. Keeps tons of lists on his phone of things he needs to do, see, visit etc. He adheres 
to a strict routine every game. He sticks to it even when the team is up or down by 10 runs and he is unlikely 
to pitch. He feels it is disrespectful to his teammates and the game if he isn’t at peak readiness no matter what 
the game situation.
• To that end – and because of his drive to learn new things -- Melancon utilizes the latest technology and 
practices in sports science. 
o He wears a heart-rate monitor while in the bullpen during games with the goal of steadily increasing his 
heart rate over the course of the game. “I slowly want to build up to 100 percent so 100 percent is when I’m 
in the game,” Melancon told the Washington Post in 2016. “I don’t want to go 0 to 100. It’s like if you were to 
watch a movie and then stand up and try to run a sprint.’’
o He uses blood analytics to decide which vitamins, minerals, etc., to take. “You can read the science behind 
each vitamin and mineral, every biomarker that you’re testing for and really learn everything about it and un-
derstand why it helps you and why you need it.’’
o He is a practitioner of Bikram yoga, the kind done in 105-degree heat for 90 minutes. 
• He has loved AT&T Park since his first visit as a college student. Arizona was in town to play Cal. “As a bunch 
of college students, we obviously went with the cheapest seats, but even in the nosebleeds I was blown away 
by the atmosphere. Just having the park right there on the water, and the view of the Bay, and the packed 
house … it was one of the neater moments I’ve experienced at a ballpark as a fan. I can still see that scene in 
my mind.’’
• In a post for the Players Tribune when he signed with the Giants for the 2017 season, he recalled “one of the 
cooler things that has happened in my career’’: “I know the people of San Francisco care deeply about their 
Giants. And if there was any doubt in my mind about it, a letter a little boy sent to GM Bobby Evans telling him 
that “Melancon really really needs to come to the Giants,” and asking Bobby to “please go out and get him 
now!” sealed the deal.’’



• Melancon ended the Tribune piece: “To the little boy who wrote that letter: If you’re reading this, just know 
that you’ll be hearing from me soon. I have some tickets for the (2017) home opener with your name on 
them.’’ https://www.theplayerstribune.com/mark-melancon-san-francisco-giants/
• He lives in the off-season in Houston. He and Mary Catherine have three children: daughters Brooklyn (5 
years old) and Ella Grace (1 year) and son Jack David (2½ years). [Ages are as of January 2017]. 
• Their dog is named Lou Holtz after the former Notre Dame football coach.
• Had Tommy John surgery on Halloween in 2006 and missed the entire ’07 season.
• When he was named to the All-Star team in 2013 as a replacement, he traveled from Pittsburgh to New York 
not in a private plane or a first-class seat. He drove with his parents, his wife and 2-year-old Brooklyn rode in a 
rented mini-van.
• Has been named to the All-Star team three times. 



MATT MOORE
• Father Marty served in the Air Force for 23 years, mostly as a 
helicopter mechanic, and now works for the Defense Department in 
Albuquerque. Mother Dolores works as a clerk at the Air Force Hospi-
tal in Albuquerque.
• “Matt’s the reason you never tell a kid he can’t do something,’’ 
Marty says. “He was my short, fat kid. He played baseball mostly for 
the snacks. No one would have pegged him as the one who’d make it 
to the Major Leagues.’’ 
• Matt was born in Fort Walton Beach, Florida, and moved to 
Kadena Air Base in Okinawa when he was seven years old. He and his 
brother, Bobby, who is three years older, played on the Kadena All-

Star team against local Japanese teams.
• Four years later they moved to Edgewood, New Mexico, a tiny town in the mountains about 30 miles 
from Albuquerque. People lived on huge lots, from an acre to 20 acres. It was boy heaven: Matt and Bobby 
shot arrows and guns, rode motorbikes and four-wheelers, hunted, fished, snowboarded. They also built a 
mound in the back yard to practice their pitching. (Bobby was also a left-handed pitcher.) 
• Nearest high school was in Moriarity, 15 miles away. 
• Marty coached both boys all their lives through high school. Both starred at Moriarty. Bobby was 
the more serious of the two, with Matt playing in his shadow. Both pitched and both were also catchers – 
left-handed. Bobby went on to play at the University of New Mexico. (He now works for the Department of 
Defense in Albuquerque.)
• Matt wasn’t one to put in extra work or draw attention as a star player. He was a prankster and a bit of 
a hellion. He was the kid who brought the whoopee cushion to school. Got in trouble doing donuts in the high 
school gravel parking lot in front of the school’s resource officer.  
• He was on the golf team in high school and, for a short time, a member of the Future Farmers of Amer-
ica.
• As he grew from a pudgy 5 feet 9 as a freshman to a slim 6 feet-plus as a junior, his skills improved and 
he began taking baseball more seriously. He was throwing “an easy 90 mph’’ at 16 years old, Bobby says. He 
began putting in the work and recognizing he might have a future. 
• His dad coached him in high school and was a stickler about respecting the field. He made sure the 
players swept the grass line, raked and dragged the dirt, packed the mound and batters’ boxes. The field as at 
7,000 feet – 2,000 feet higher than Coors in Denver – and the wind blew so violently sometimes that everyone 
went home with dirt in their teeth. They’d drag snow and frost off the field. Marty made sure the field was 
perfect before any player went home when the game was over. “Over time Matt became that guy who wasn’t 
going to let it go if it wasn’t perfect,’’ Marty says. 
• He was drafted out of high school in 2007 in the eighth round by Tampa Bay Rays. With his signing 
bonus, he bought a super-charged Saleen Mustang that he sold 18 months later after several speeding tickets. 
• Ironically, given his lack of seriousness as a boy, it has been his work ethic that stands out most as a 



factor in his success. His first year in Princeton, West Virginia, his manager told Marty, “This kid is going to be a 
big leaguer because of the way he goes about his business.’’
• On Sept. 22, 2011, after climbing from Double A to Triple A to the big leagues in one season, he made 
his first career MLB start against the New York Yankees. He struck out Derek Jeter to begin the game and then 
10 more Yankees in five scoreless innings to earn his first win. His second start came in Game 1 of the ALDS 
against Texas. He again got the win, allowing two hits and striking out six in seven scoreless innings.
• Traded to the Giants from the Rays for Matt Duffy and prospects on August 1, 2016. 
• On August 25, in his fifth start for the Giants, he came within one pitch of a no-hitter against the Dodg-
ers. With two outs and two strikes in the ninth against Corey Seager, Seager hit a bloop single to right on 
Moore’s 133rd pitch. When his father asked if he was disappointed, Matt said no. “The defense delivered that 
no-hitter back to me four or five times.’’ Says Marty, “He wasn’t thinking about the one hit that got away but 
the four or five that didn’t.’’ 
• Has been with his girlfriend Anna Orlando for five years. They met when she was a student at 
UNC-Chapel Hill when Matt was playing ball in Durham. She’s now studying nursing in Sarasota, Florida. The 
couple lives on the bay in St. Petersburg with their two golden-doodles.  
• Matt is Catholic and has a tattoo on his shoulder of St. Michael, the patron saint of battle. 
• Does everything left-handed except play golf. His father taught Matt and Bobby to play and he is 
right-handed. 
• Only other Major Leaguer to come from Moriarity High is Kyle Blanks, who happens to have signed a 
minor-league deal in November 2015 with the Giants and who happens to be Bobby Morse’s best friend. 



EDUARDO NÚÑEZ
• Grew up in the Dominican Republic. He comes from a long line of 
doctors – mostly uncles and cousins – and his mother, Victoria, want-
ed him to go to med school. She was strict about getting his home-
work done before anything else. Baseball came second to education. 
He graduated from high school at 16, the common age in many Latin 
countries. 
• Signed by Yankees at age 16 and was for a time considered the 
heir apparent to Derek Jeter. Before his first big league start 2010, 
Nunez got some advice from the Yankees captain. “I told him to cut 
his hair,” Jeter said. “He had that mohawk. I said, ‘Get rid of that and 
you’ll be all right.’” 

• Jeter remained his mentor and they are still good friends. He says Jeter taught him that to last long in 
the game, you have to play every day with same intensity and passion.
• Was a utility player hampered by oblique injuries. When he didn’t make the Major League roster out of 
spring training in 2014, the Yankees traded him to the Twins. They sent him to Double-A New Britain to try to 
get his swing and his health back. He was called up to Minnesota in early May.
• The oblique still plagued through 2014 and 2015, which kept him from cracking the Twins’ starting 
lineup. After the 2015 season, he worked with a trainer in the Dominican Republic to strengthen his core in an 
effort to prevent further oblique problems. 
• In 2016, he went from the bench to the All-Star Game in less than four months. He barely played 
during the season’s first two weeks; he had only one at-bat during the first five games. He seemed destined for 
another season as a utility player. But after nine hits in his first three starts of the season, including a 4-for-4 on 
April 10 and 3-for-3 two games later, Nunez suddenly found himself in the lineup every day for the first time in 
his seven-year career. At the end of April, he was batting .373 with five steals.
• He was chosen as the last-place Twins’ lone representative for the All-Star team in July. He was hitting 
.315/.341/.479 with 11 homers, 13 doubles, 34 RBIs and 19 stolen bases. His fiancée, mother, sons, niece, 
uncle and friends – nine in all -- made the trip to San Diego to watch.
• On July 28, he was traded to the Giants in exchange for minor league pitcher Adalberto Mejia. He 
wasn’t sure what his role would be. A few days later, he became the starting third-baseman when the Giants 
traded Matt Duffy to Tampa to get LH pitcher Matt Moore. 
• On September 24, Nunez made one of the more stunning – and unusual – catches ever seen. Padres 
rookie Carlos Asuaje popped up a pitch behind home plate. Posey ripped off his mask and looked up but he 
couldn’t find the ball. He raised his hands in confusion. In the meantime, Nunez was racing in from third. He 
blew past Posey, and jumped to catch the ball against the backstop.
• Bochy said he’d never seen a third baseman catch a ball behind the plate in foul territory. Neither had 
Posey. “Just the fact he could pick up that I didn’t see the ball, and then cover that kind of ground, it was pret-
ty incredible,” Posey said. “I mean, I’m still trying to find the ball. I can’t think of more than a few times when 
the ball goes up, and I completely lose it. It was just a great play.”



• His agent, Abel Guerra, has known “Noonie’’ since he was 14. Guerra was a Yankees scout at the time. 
Guerra said his talent was obvious, and what he liked most about him was his sunny disposition, energy and 
work habits.
• He has become a wine aficionado, building a wine room at home in Santo Domingo. He’s looking for-
ward to exploring the wine country in the Bay Area. He’s starting to learn about and invest in real estate
• He married his junior-high sweetheart, Dirnesta Merayas. They have two boys, Oscar Eduardo Nunez 
Roman, 7, and Christopher Eduardo Nunez Roman, 4. 



JOE PANIK

• Hometown is Hopewell Junction, a small town of 2.8 square 
miles and fewer than 3,000 people in the Hudson Valley about an 
hour north of NYC. 
• Father Paul works in insurance. Mother Natalie works at Target. 
Has an older brother Paul who was a catcher at Canisius College 
and now is an assistant coach there.
• Joe is known for his hustle and even demeanor. He is the same 
guy whether he goes 4-for-4 or 0-for-4. 
• Graduated from John Jay High school with a 4.0 average. Favorite 
subjects were math and history. “My parents are very hardworking 
so I learned from them. You work first and have your fun later. You 
go to baseball practice, have dinner, do your schoolwork, and then 

you watch TV. I always was able to prioritize what was most important. If I knew I had a paper due, I’d get that 
done before I’d go to the movies or go out with friends.’’
• Voted Most Athletic in high school. Two-time baseball team captain. His name is the only entry under Distin-
guished Alumni on the school’s Wikipedia page. 
• Played on the high school varsity team while an eighth-grader at Van Wyck Junior High. Senior teammate 
Mike Carozza would drive to the Van Wyck to pick up Panik for games. Carozza, who lives in San Francisco, told 
the Poughkeepsie Journal on the day Panik was called up to the Majors (June 21, 2014): “Joe is the most hum-
ble guy you’d ever meet. His work ethic is unmatched. He’s the hardest worker I’ve ever played with.’’
• Played shortstop through high school and college. He started every day at shortstop during his three years at 
St. John’s. He hit .332 as a freshman.
• Maintained a 3.8 average at St. John’s while majoring in financial management.
• Giants’ first-round pick in 2011.
• Favorite player growing up was Wade Boggs until Derek Jeter arrived at the Yankees. 
• Father Paul grew up in the Bronx as a Yankees fan, so Joe and his brother were also Yankees fans.
• Likes watching comedy movies. Adam Sandler movies “Happy Gilmore’’ and “Billy Madison’’ are favorites.
• September 9, 2014, Joe became the first Giants rookie to have five hits in a game since Fred Lewis in 2007, 
going 5-for-5 against Arizona. 
• Leapt to World Series-hero status with a spectacular diving stop and glove flip start a double play that might 
have saved Game 7 against the Royals in 2014.
• In December 2014, Panik got engaged to his high school sweetheart, Brittany Pinto, by dropping to one knee 
and proposing on Central Park’s Bow Bridge, which, as Panik noted, is often used as a setting for “love mov-
ies.” They got marrIed in December, 2016. 



JARRETT PARKER

* Parents, Greg and Deborah, live in Stafford, Virginia, an hour 
north of Richmond. They were able to attend a lot of his games 
with the Flying Squirrels in 2013.
* Jarrett moved there with them in the 11th grade from Niceville, 
Fla., where his father was stationed at Eglin Air Force Base.
* Parker got his first name from one of his grandfathers, Roby 
Jarrett.
* Went to University of Virginia. In fall ball of his freshman year, he 
hit .100.  He took a summer job working Virginia baseball camps 
at Davenport Field at UVa, supplemented with a slate of sum-
mer school classes and a regular date with the weights inside the 
team’s clubhouse. He put on 20 pounds and found a way to let 

struggles roll off his back. He set the single-season runs record for UVa with 76 in his sophomore year. “I can 
tell you in my years of coaching that I never had a player from one year to the next make as big a strides as he 
has in a one-year turnaround,’’ Virginia coach Brian O’Connor said.
* Drafted in the second round in 2010.
* On September 26, 2015, in Oakland, he hit three home runs, including a grand slam, for 7 RBI. He became 
the first Giant to hit at least 3 homers and driving in at least 7 runs since Willie Mays’ four-homer game in 
1961. Parker also became the first rookie in Giants’ franchise history to hit 3 homers in a game. He hit five 
home runs in 9 ABs.
* When he was called up from Triple A in June 2015, he went 1 for 9 with five strikeouts and wasn’t included in 
the call-ups when the Triple A season ended September 7. He was called up September 11 — he was at home 
to fill in for Gregor Blanco, who was suffering from concussion symptoms.
* His first trip to the Major Leagues came in 2014. He was called up from Double A with Matt Duffy and joined 
the Giants on the road in New York. He was sent down to Triple A a day later without appearing in a game. (He 
was replaced by Brandon Belt, who came off the DL after a concussion.) That one day in the Majors qualified 
him for a World Series ring.
* The day before his three-homer night he hit a 474-foot homer in the A’s park, the second longest homer of 
the MLB season.
* He backpacked through Europe during the 2014 offseason with Giants teammate Ryan Lollis. They went to 
London, Paris, Amsterdam, Munich, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Dubrovnik, Rome, Barcelona and Dublin. He 
said the highlight was visiting Lokrum, an island in the Adriatic Sea. He told Andrew Beggarly: “Swimming in 
the Adriatic Sea is one of the most beautiful things I’ve ever seen. This island has 1,000 peacocks that live 
there, so you’re just walking around this island with peacocks everywhere. It’s down at the southern tip of 
Croatia, where they do a lot of filming for ‘Game of Thrones.’ ” 
* Spent most of the off-season in Washington, D.C., where his girlfriend lives. It’s also near his family in north-
ern Virginia.
* Spent four days during 2016 off-season hanging at the beach in Costa Rica.



HUNTER PENCE

• Hunter has an older sister Stacy, who is in the financial industry 
in New York; an older brother Howie, who is in the oil business and 
also manages Hunter’s baseball academy in a suburb of Houston. 
He was a top pitching prospect before injuring his arm and leav-
ing baseball after a few years in the minor leagues. Also has two 
half-sisters.
• Hunter moved around a lot as a child, mostly in Texas with a stop 
in Colorado before landing in Arlington for high school. 
• His father, Howard, was in the cattle business in Texas, mostly 
in advertising and sales. Had a printing business.  He was in the 
oil business when the industry crashed in the 80s. He became a 
self-employed entrepreneur. “Moving made me good at making 

friends,’’ Hunter says. “I think it shaped me for dealing with getting traded.’’
• His mother Gail, now divorced from Hunter’s father, was a stay-at-home mom most of his childhood. Spent 
two years commuting to JFK to work as a passenger service manager for American. Was at JFK on 9-11 and quit 
soon after. 
• Hunter competed in power tumbling from ages 5 to 10 – becoming the Texas state power-tumbling cham-
pion at the age of 9 -- following his sister Stacy into the sport. She competed in the World Championships in 
Portugal when she was 18. (The family was so involved in the sport that mom Gail became an international 
judge.) Says Hunter: “I built a lot of flexibility and strength in flipping and jumping. I’m glad I did it. When 
you’re in a kid, it helps you learn to control your body. Baseball is body control.’’ 
• Always athletic. He was riding a two-wheeler at age 3. “He scared me more than any child,’’ mom Gail says. 
She was watching Hunter on the backyard trampoline through the kitchen window one day when he yelled 
to her to watch was he had just taught himself. “He does a double front flip. That is the most dangerous thing 
you can possibly do. If you land wrong, you’re dead. I couldn’t even breathe. I ran out. Hunter, don’t ever do 
that again!’’ He also taught himself how to do a back flip with a full twist on the trampoline after watching his 
sister do it.
• He would occasionally do handsprings on his way out to play shortstop; there was a photo in the newspaper 
of Hunter completely upside-down in mid-flip with the headline “Handspring Hunter.’’ The story said he wore 
number 8 because it looks the same right-side up and upside down. During pep rallies, cheerleaders got him to 
do back handsprings. Mom Gail says he can still do a standing handspring.
• Always a fierce competitor and pushes himself hard. Hunter was a small skinny kid who didn’t have a growth 
spurt until his junior year of high school. No matter. “In football, he didn’t care how big the other guy was, 
he’d hit him,’’ Hunter’s father Howard said. Howard made him quit so he wouldn’t ruin his body.
• Hunter would try to keep up with his brother Howie, who is almost four years older “We competed con-
stantly,’’ Hunter says. “I loved to compete, so we competed constantly. We’d compete in everything – basket-
ball, wiffle ball, whatever. We’d compete to see who could eat their cereal faster in the morning.’’
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• “He has another gear that the rest of us don’t have,’’ Howie says. “He can take more pain than the rest of us. 
If you line up 20 people and make them hold a plank for as long as they can, he’d be shaking and sweating and 
holding the plank until everyone else collapsed.’’
• Hunter says, “I think that’s God-given. I don’t know. I’ve just always been driven. When I like something I do 
everything I can to be the best at it.’’
• His unconventional throwing motion began when he was about 12 and had a sore shoulder. “I don’t remem-
ber how it happened but I know I hurt my shoulder and I threw through it. I can’t throw over the top even 
now. It hurts.’’
• At 15, he worked for a neighbor’s water company during the summer digging trenches, repairing under-
ground pipes and reading water meter. “That was really hard. Had to read like a thousand of them and a lot of 
them had snakes and spiders and water. Those were the most miserable days ever in the Arlington heat. At 17, 
he worked for a year at Appleby’s as a busboy then a server. “My brother says I was a terrible server. I enjoyed 
it, though. I guess I’m not the fastest at things the require multitasking. I’m really good at focusing hard on one 
thing.’’
• He decided between his junior and senior years that he loved baseball and wanted to play as long as he 
could, he set about figuring out how to make himself the best player he could. He completely transformed 
his diet and training. He began lifting weights. “My dad always said don’t lift until you fully grow. I think it was 
good that I waited ‘til after my junior year. I haven’t stopped lifting since. I don’t think I’ve taken a whole week 
off since the summer after my junior year.’’
• “I would read magazines and books, talk to people at the weight room, continually take in information. I gave 
up soda and didn’t drink any for like seven years. I had a goal to be as fast as I could and drinking soda didn’t 
make you any faster; it was like a random belief. I drank water instead. I learned to eat cleaner foods. Nothing 
fried. A lot of times it was just about eating enough calories to fuel my body. I used to try to eat lots of fruits 
and veggies, what I call live foods.’’ Then he followed the Paleo diet (fish, grass-fed pasture raised meats, vege-
tables, fruit, fungi, roots and nuts; no grains, legumes, dairy products, processed oils, salt and refined sugar.) 
• Stopped Paleo in 2013 when his body fat percentage dropped too low.
• He works just as hard on his mind as on his body. “Baseball is such a game of the mind,’’ he says. “If you can 
get a strong mind, it helps you in many ways.’’ So he reads books on psychology, philosophy and spirituality. 
“It started as a way to get better at baseball and it still kind of it. But it’s also about being a better person.’’ 
Some of his favorites: “The Book of the Five Rings,’’ a book on the martial arts written in 1645 by swordsman 
Miyamoto Musashi; The Dialogues of Plato; and the Bible. “Focusing your mind is a skill you have to practice.. 
You want to actually focus instead of being on autopilot. You’re widening the mind and also emptying it so you 
focus on what you want to focus on.’’
• Played ball at Texarkana Junior College then moved on to the University of Texas-Arlington after Don Werner, 
a minor-league coach whose son played with Hunter convinced the coach at UTA to give Pence a shot. In his 
sophomore year, he hit .400 toward the end of the season, did the same in a summer league and was told, for 
the first time, that he might just have a future in baseball. In 2004, the Astros didn’t have a first-round pick, but 
they selected Pence in the next round, taking other teams by surprise. 
• Big fan of video games -- says it helps him in baseball. “One I really like for baseball because of the finger co-
ordination and timing is Mortal Kombat and the Injustice and the Street Fighter. Your brain and finger function-
ality and timing, it has be really quick. To do it at the highest levels you have to time two things at once and do 
all sorts of very difficult things. It’s an intense letting-go focus to time the stuff properly. And it’s a huge prac-
tice. You have to put a lot of time in practicing. And knowing, and responding, and reacting and anticipating. . . 
. Knowing that the pitcher’s going to throw and being ready for it by the time they do it. You have to be ahead 
of the game. You have to have almost a vision and an emptiness of the mind to feel that out.’’ 
• His closest friends are guys he played baseball with in high school and who now run the Hunter Pence Base-
ball Academy in Houston.
• Hunter’s father Howard lives with Hunter in San Francisco. In Philly, Hunter lived on the 41st floor of an 
apartment building; Howard lived on the 42nd floor. Hunter would climb the fire escape to move between 
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the apartments. Howard takes care of Hunter’s business decisions, finances and strict nutrition needs, making 
him healthy shakes and shopping for all grass-fed beef, organic vegetables, eggs from flaxseed-fed chickens, 
uncured bacon, and other foods that made up Hunter’s Paleo diet. “He is as disciplined as anyone you want to 
meet,’’ Howie says. “He never cheats.’’
• Bought a condo in San Francisco in 2013.
• Began a trend among Giants players of riding motorized scooters to the park instead of driving. The scooters 
are custom decorated by Joe, the Giants’ chef. 
• In 2013, voted primarily by his teammates and coaches as winner of the annual Willie Mac Award, which 
goes to as the most inspirational player. 



BUSTER POSEY

• Oldest of four – two brothers and a sister. Brother Jack, 26, works 
with his dad. Sister Sa, 24, lives in Carlton, GA, and works in sales. 
Brother Jess, 21, is a junior at University of Georgia majoring in 
business-agriculture.
• Buster remembers when he was 7 or 8 his father telling him 
something he never forgot: No matter what’s going on, if things 
are going good or bad, carry yourself the same way, so no one can 
tell the difference. He has taken that to heart. 
• Mike Martin, his coach at FSU, says he never saw Buster lost 
control of his emotions. During a fracas after a game against rival 
U of Miami, Buster was the one with his palms down trying to get 
everyone to calm down. 

• Another example of his even temper and discipline: In his last bat as a Seminole, in the College World Series, 
he came up to bat in the ninth inning with two outs, bases loaded and FSU down by 3 runs to U of Miami. 
Posey didn’t chase a single pitch, his coach says. He drew a walk rather try to be the big hero. (The next batter 
hit a tough grounder and the game was over.)
• He’s considered a born leader – which is one reason Martin switched him from shortstop – where he was an 
All-American – to catcher. When he took over as catcher, everything for the team changed. “Best leader I’ve 
ever had,’’ Martin says. “Treated everyone with respect but if someone needed to be dealt with, Buster dealt 
with them. We would have never gone to the World Series without him.’’
• Martin has coached a lot of great players in 25 years, but he says, “There ain’t nobody like Buster Posey. One 
of a kind. I’ll never coach another Buster Posey.’’  
• Martin suspected he would be a good catcher because Buster is smart and very tough and knows pitching. “I 
thought when he put the gear on for the first time, he’d walk like a duck,’’ Martin says. He didn’t. “After three 
pitches, I said, you got to be kidding me. He looked as if he had been catching all his life – the way he could 
frame a pitch, the way his mitt looked like pillow, the fact he didn’t snatch at the ball. He looked very pol-
ished.’’  
• Still, Martin used him seven or eight times as a closer. He pitched in the College World Series after eight 
innings of catching. 
• Posey led the NCAA in 2008 in average (.467), slugging percentage (.864) and on-base percentage (.567) 
while still learning to master catching.
• Played all nine positions during one game vs. Savannah State. Also hit a grand slam in the second inning. He 
used four different gloves.
• Great student: ranked fourth in his Lee County High School graduating class of 302 students. He was home-
coming king. “I’m not as smart as the other kids,’’ Buster told his mother at the time. “I just work hard.’’ 
• Almost straight A’s in college. A finance major, he was named to the President’s List in spring 2007 for his 4.0 
GPA, and made the Dean’s List in the fall of 2005 and 2007. Had briefly considered becoming a pediatrician if 
baseball didn’t work out. Loves working with kids. 
• Posey’s full name is Gerald Dempsey Posey III. His father, known as Demp, was nicknamed Buster as a kid 



and passed it on to his son.
• Dad, Demp, is a vice president for ACC, a wholesale food distributor. Mother, Traci, is a teacher at an alterna-
tive school for kids in trouble. They met while students at Berry College in Rome, GA. Both were athletes. Traci 
played softball and tennis, Demp played basketball and baseball. 
• Father grew up on a farm. His father – Buster’s grandfather – grew peanuts and soybeans and raised animals. 
• Buster grew up on a 50-acre plot of land in Leesburg, Georgia, with a front yard so big it became a makeshift 
ball field. Demp erected a backstop and occasionally used the yard for Little League practice when no other 
fields were available. Buster was out there all the time. His grandparents live two miles away, his other set of 
grandparents live just 30 minutes away. 
• Leesburg has about 3,000 residents. Description from Tallahassee Democrat reporter: “The Hardee’s is here, 
along with the mini-McDonald’s attached to the gas station. There’s the barber shop, the stately old court-
house and the train rumbling through the center of town at 9:32 a.m. It’s just two traffic lights, on the way 
to somewhere else.’’ Also: “The Poseys’ place is a little ways out of town, past the prison, over a creek and 
down a mile-long sandy road. The pretty white house sits on 50 acres, comfortable for a family of six with five 
dogs and four cats. The big smoker where Demp cooks up ribs and chicken is parked behind the old red turkey 
barn.’’
• Always an easy kid. “He seems to make everything look effortless, but he does work very hard,’’ his mother 
Traci says. “He wasn’t a typical kid in putting things off. If something was due, he’d get it done. I can guarantee 
he didn’t get that from me. It’s just who he is.’’
• He always loved baseball. When he was nine years old, he wrote a poem about being a professional baseball 
player and watching a ball sail over the fence. 
• Buster married his high school sweetheart, Kristen, in January 2009 in their hometown of Leesburg, Georgia. 
“I think everybody in Leesburg was there,’’ FSU coach Mark Martin says. About 500 people. His mother’s broth-
er, a minister, performed the ceremony. The recessional song? “Take Me Out to the Ballgame.’’ Wedding photo 
link: http://lifewithmissy.blogspot.com/2009/01/theres-nothing-like-wedding.html
• He and Kristen have known each other most of their lives. Grew up in the same church, Leesburg United 
Methodist, and went to the same schools. Their mothers worked at the same middle school – Buster’s mother 
as a sixth-grade science teacher and Kristin’s mother as a counselor. Buster and Kristin didn’t start dating until 
she was a senior and he was a junior, and they went to Kristin’s senior prom together. She went away to Au-
burn then transferred to Valdosta State, which was closer to Tallahassee, where Buster was. She graduated in 
2008 with a degree in organizational communications. 
• When he switched to catching, Kristen remembers, he would watch TV in a catcher’s crouch to get his legs 
accustomed to the position. 
• Loves to golf, hunt and fish.
• When he arrived for his first spring training after signing a big contract as the No. 1 draft pick, he was driving 
a modest rental car, not a shiny new sports car. When Shawon Dunston – the former Giants shortstop and now 
a coach – thought, “We drafted the right guy.’’
• Won Rookie of the Year in 2010.
• Kristen and Buster have two children, twins Dempsey and Addison, born on Aug. 14, 2011. 
• At the time, Buster was on the disabled list after his devastating leg injury that ended his season in May after 
just 45 games. He said the only bright spot of the injury was he was able to be home with the Kristen and the 
babies. 
• Came back in 2012 to win the NL Batting Title and the MVP award. At 25, he was the youngest player to win 
MVP since Ryne Sandberg in 1984.
• With the 2014 World Series win, Buster became the first player to win the Rookie of the Year Award, MVP 
and three World Series titles before his 28th birthday. 
• His 48 postseason games are the most in Giants franchise history. 
• Voted “Face of Major League Baseball’’ by a vote of the fans in spring 2015.
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• The advice he gives young players in the Giants organization: “Come to the park every day with the mindset, 
‘What can I do today to win?’ If you do that, you’re going to have fun.‘’ In one session with new draft picks in 
November 2015, he told them, “Let’s say the team is out of the hunt, and you think, ‘I’m going to focus on my 
numbers.’ That stinks. That’s not a fun way to play the game.’’
• He says his Christian faith helps him keep baseball in perspective. “Baseball isn’t the end-all and be-all. I want 
to win. I’m passionate. But if I fail, OK, I’m going to get back up. I’m not imprisoned by a fear of failure. A lot of 
that is about preparation, too. Did I do everything I could to be ready?’’



JEFF SAMARDZIJA

* Grew up in a mostly blue-collar neighborhood in Valparaiso, Indi-
ana, about 45 minutes from Chicago. Has one brother, Sam, older 
by four years. The two are very close. Sam works for the agency 
that represents Jeff.
* Jeff’s mother, Debora, died when he was a sophomore in high 
school. She had been diagnosed with a serious respiratory condi-
tion but her death was sudden and unexpected.
*  Father, Sam, is a plant supervisor for a public energy supplier. He 
coached Jeff in Little League. Their Valparaiso team fell one game 
short of qualifying for the Little League World Series when Jeff was 
12. 
* All-around athlete who excelled in football (WR and DB), basket-

ball (forward) and baseball in high school. Also wrestled and ran track. 
* Played football and baseball at Notre Dame. Was a finalist for the Fred Biletnikoff Award, given annually to 
the nation’s top wide receiver. Set Notre Dame’s single-season records for yards receiving (1,249) and touch-
down catches (15).
* Picked up the nickname The Shark because teammates thought he looked like the shark in Finding Nemo.
* Jeff’s father says he was shocked when Jeff chose baseball over football to play professionally.  At Notre 
Dame, student athletes were allotted 20 hours each week for sports. Samardzija spent 16 hours on football 
and four on baseball. “What?’’ his father said when Jeff told him. “You’re a thrower, not a pitcher. You’re going 
to have to learn how to pitch.’’ Father says Jeff would have been a first-round draft pick in the NFL, probably by 
the New England Patriots.
* Jeff’s brother, Sam, helped him make the decision. He visited Jeff in South Bend in December 2006, toting a 
white-board on which he drew a line down the middle, with FOOTBALL on one side and BASEBALL on the oth-
er. The “pros’’ for baseball included longevity, playing every day instead of spending so many days in meetings 
and practice and being able to play at Wrigley Field, baseball heaven for a kid from Indiana.
* Jeff told a reporter a few years ago:  “Early in my career, I had to battle too many emotions and having that 
[football] mentality. To kind of suppress that for a while and learn how to pitch as a pitcher helped a lot. There 
are certain times when you need that—you need that little extra energy, extra fire to get through tough situa-
tions. But everything has to be in check and under control.”
* Lives in Arizona in the off-season. Likes classic rock, the outdoors, surfing, Chicago bears. 
* Met his wife Andrea backstage at a Roger Waters concert in 2012. (She was working at the concert.) He got 
only her first name, so he had his brother, Sam, do some sleuthing to find out who she was and how he could 
contact her. A week later Sam had a name and address. Jeff sent her a handwritten letter with his phone num-
ber. She called and they “dated’’ over the phone for two or three weeks before meeting in person in Chicago. 
They married February 13, 2015, near their home in Paradise Valley, Arizona, with just 12 guests. 
* Their first child, a son named Luca, was born 2/13/2016.
* Andrea studied art history and architecture at Columbia in New York. Jeff is a history buff. In the off season, 
they travel all over the world. They went on a gorilla trek in Rwanda and on safari in the Serengeti in Tanzania. 



Andrea showed him the art and architecture of Venice, Florence, Tuscany and Rome. In October 2015, they 
took a delayed honeymoon to the Maldives, an archipelago in the Indian Ocean southwest of India.
* Jeff’s surname is Serbian. His grandparents emigrated from Europe in the 1940s. He can’t speak Serbian but 
understands a little from his grandmother. 
* Jeff was in a unique position for the 2014 All-Star Game. He was traded by the Cubs to Oakland just two 
days before his NL All-Star selection was announced. At the All-Star Game he wore a generic NL jersey for the 
ceremony, while six of his new A’s teammates looked on from the other side. Then he exchanged his NL jersey 
for an A’s cap and pullover and joined took his spot in the AL dugout. He wasn’t allowed to participate in the 
Game for either side because of his unique status.

Nice piece from Henry Schulman:
http://www.sfgate.com/giants/article/For-2-sport-star-Samardzija-football-lost-to-6924139.php



• As a child, Austin often tagged along with his grandfather, who by then was out of office. “He was a really 
big influence on me on how to conduct myself, how to treat everybody with the respect, how to take the 
time for people.’’  Austin’s grandfather attended all his Little League games and went along on many of his 
travel ball trips. He died when Austin was finishing his senior year of high school. 

• Austin’s father, Thomas, is a personal injury attorney in Jacksonville. 
• His mother, the Rev. Amy Slater, was an AP history teacher who became an Episcopal priest. When Austin 

left for college, she enrolled at seminary in Arlington, VA, and recently became associate rector at St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church there. (She and her husband take turns commuting.) She and Austin are the competitive 
ones in the family. “Game nights in our house are really fun,’’ he says. They kept running tallies of their 
ping-pong games. 

• On Austin’s own competitiveness: When he was seven or eight, his soccer team was Losing by 4 goals with 
not a lot of time left. “He literally scored 5 goals and won the game,’’ his father, Tom, says. “He was so mad 
at the referee for getting bad calls. It was shocking to see.’’ 

• Austin’s older sister, Sarah, is a Boston College graduate and Fulbright scholar who speaks fluent Portuguese 
and Spanish. She is a business analyst for Deloitte Consulting in Boston. 

• “I am the least-impressive member of my family,” Slater told the Sacramento Bee.
• He was very focused kid who, his parents say, was efficient with his time. “We’d joke that he could watch 

60 minutes in 30 minutes,’’ his father said. “You’d tell him to do homework and he’d go upstairs and hunker 
down and it was done.’’

• Austin attended the Bolles School in Jacksonville, where he was the shortstop and captain of the baseball 
team that won three straight state championships. 

• His favorite pro team was the Atlanta Braves during their run of 14 consecutive division titles. His favorite 
player? Chipper Jones, a fellow Boles alum.  

• He was considered the top baseball prospect in Florida until he broke his ankle playing Frisbee and missed 
his senior season. Or almost all. Though the games weren’t important, he played the last three games of 
the season just to be with his teammates. They also were the last games his grandfather saw before he 
died.

AUSTIN SLATER
• Raised in Jacksonville, Florida, the grandson of former Jack-

sonville mayor Ed Austin, a gregarious politician and attorney. 
During his mayoral term, from 1991-95, the city was awarded 
the 30th NFL franchise (the Jaguars). He was also the state 
attorney for almost 20 years. There is Ed Austin Regional Park, a 
144-acre park in Jacksonville. The Office of the State Attorney is 
housed in the Ed Austin Building. His portrait hangs in the Duval 
County Courthouse. 

• In addition, a bronze statue in Jacksonville’s Northbank River-
walk honors Austin’s late grandmother, Patricia Austin, for her 
volunteer and charity. 



• The injury dampened interest from Major League teams, and Austin wasn’t drafted until the 44th round 
(Dodgers). 

• He had been recruited to play baseball at Stanford so he went off to Palo Alto instead. His mother dug out 
something he had written for school in seventh grade about his goals. One was: “I want to go to Stanford 
and play baseball.’’ His parents have no idea where he got the idea in seventh grade he wanted to go to 
Stanford. Austin had no memory of writing it.

• He considers his ankle injury a blessing in disguise because of how much he now values his college experi-
ence. He studied Science, Technology and Society as an integrated-studies major. He is about a dozen credits 
short of graduating. 

• One life-changing experience happened during his first year. Stanford was rated the No. 1 team in the nation 
as the season began. Accustomed to playing every game, Austin was relegated to the bench as a freshman, 
appearing in just seven games. One reason was he hadn’t played competitively in nearly a year and didn’t 
perform well. Another was that the lineup was packed with enormously talented players, including two first-
round draft picks: pitcher Mark Appel, who was the No.1 overall pick in 2013 and outfielder Stephen Piscot-
ty, picked 36th overall (plus three other players picked in the first 10 rounds). 

• “It was a turning point,’’ Austin says. “I was a big fish in small pond in high school.’’ It was the first time he 
really had to cope with failure. “I either fold up my tent or suck it up and get to work.’’ That summer he 
pushed his training regimen – and his mindset – to a whole new level.

• Says his mother, Amy: “It was a good wakeup call for him. Everything had been sort of easy for him.’’
• In his sophomore year, he led the team in hitting during the fall intra-squad games. When the starting 

right-fielder went down with an injury, Austin took his spot and improved each year, boosting his batting 
average to .341 and his OPS to .879 his junior year.

• The Giants chose him in the 8th round of the 2014 draft.
• A few months later, he and a friend attended Game 4 of the 2014 National League Division Series between 

the Giants and the Washington Nationals. He watched Bryce Harper hit a score-tying home run into McCov-
ey Cove. “The atmosphere was electric,” he told a reporter. “It was like, ‘This is where I want to play.’ That 
was the moment for me.”

• In 68 games for the River Cats in 2016, Slater hit 13 homers. The Giants hoped that would continue in spring 
training, but he suffered a hand injury in winter ball, which slowed him down in spring training and the start 
of the season. But he burst out in May, hitting .353 and slugging .525. 

• He was called up to the Majors on June 2, 2017. He encountered at least one very familiar face: first-base 
coach Jose Alguacil, who managed Slater in 2015 at Richmond Double A and in 2016 at Sacramento Triple A. 

• Austin made his debut that night in right field against the Phillies that night (June 2). In the sixth inning, he 
got his first hit and RBI. Four nights later in Milwaukee, he blasted a solo home run to center field in an ex-
tra-innings win that traveled 461 feet (according to Statcast). It was the longest by any Giants hitter and any 
MLB rookie so far in the season.



DENARD SPAN

• Grew up in Tampa, raised by single mother, Wanda Wilson, who 
was an insurance claims adjuster before opening her own daycare 
center. Denard has a brother, Ray, three years older, who was also 
a great athlete.
• For the past three years, Denard has sponsored a holiday event 
in Tampa that celebrates a dozen or so single mothers in the com-
munity and buys whatever gifts their kids want for Christmas — 
laptops, iPads, phones, bikes, TVs.
• He began playing baseball when he was five. “I don’t care how 
hot it was here,’’ his mother said, “he’d still go practice and do 
drills that were above and beyond what anyone asked him to do. 
He didn’t just pick up a ball, bat and glove when it was time for 

practice or game.’’
• Because his mother worked, Denard often went to practices and games with the family of a teammate. 
The father was Richard Wood, a linebacker for the Tampa Bay Bucs, and the Woods’ house became Denard’s 
second home. She’d arrive to pick him up and find Denard outside sweating in the 95-degree heat working out 
with Richard Wood — with Wood’s own son inside in the air conditioning. “My son is lazy,’’ Wood would tell 
Wanda. “He doesn’t like the heat. Your son wanted to be out here, so here I am.’’ 
• Denard was known in the neighborhood as the one who held true to his goals, which included not drinking 
or smoking. Richard Woods and his wife had five kids and when they had to run errands, they’d leave Denard 
in charge even tho he wasn’t the oldest . When Wanda asked why, Mrs. Woods said, “Because he’s going to 
do what i tel him to do.’’ Denard didn’t have a computer so he used the one at the Woods’ house. When they 
were out of town, they’d leave Denard the house key and he’d go to their house to do his homework.
• His childhood friend Preston Nicholson says Denard was always the best on every team. “He had a rare com-
bination of not just being the most talented but he had a more serious demeanor. Even though he was still in 
his teens, he was able to realize the magnitude of where this could go.’’ 
• Denard’s brother Ray was a superstar, a gift athlete known by everybody. Denard looked up to him, but he 
stumbled. “We live in city where you can fall off track real quick,’’ Nicholson said. Denard learned that talent 
can only take you so far. “To Denard it was all about work ethic and discipline,’’ Nicholson said. “He never did 
drugs, no smoking, no alcohol. He never even entertained it. When it came to peer pressure, people didn’t 
even waste their time. He was so committed to work hard, and people respected that.’’
• Began as a pitcher but decided to play center field at age 10 and that’s been his position ever since. 
• Played football in high school and was offered scholarships for University of Miami and Florida State. 
•  Heavily involved with his Pentecostal church called House of God. Grew up going to Bible study every 
Wednesday night and Sunday school and Sunday worship. He still keeps to that schedule in the office season. 
He’s an advisor to the same youth group he belonged to as a kid. 
• Always a good student. Honor society. Scholar award at graduation. International baccalaureate program.

- MORE -



• Keiunta is his first name, given to him by his father. Denard didn’t like the name so he goes by his middle 
name.
• Denard is still very close to his mother. They often go to the movies together or have dinner. They see each 
other every Wednesday and Sunday at church. He lives less than 10 minutes away from his mother, who still 
lives in the house where he grew up. 
• Big movie buff. 
• Loves to dance. He belonged to an African-American national service organization called Jack and Jill that 
held dances and other events.
• Played football and baseball at Hillsborough High in Tampa but transferred to Tampa Catholic because he 
could get more exposure for his baseball and, as a wide receiver, be in a more pass-oriented offense. 
• Signed by the Twins out of high school with the 20th overall pick of the 2002 draft after turning down an 
offer from the Rockies. Then he spent seven years in the minor leagues.



HUNTER STRICKLAND

• Grew up (and parents still live) in Zebulon, Georgia, (population 
1181 in 2000 census). It is the county seat of Pike County, about an 
hour south of Atlanta. There is one stop light, a courthouse (built in 
1895) and a Dairy Queen. 
• Hunter is the fourth of seven children (five boys, two girls) who 
shared one bathroom. Dad Ken was a left-handed pitcher who, like 
Hunter, threw 99 mph. He reached Triple A with the Detroit Tigers. 
Has a house-framing company, Strickland Construction. Mom, 
Maggie, worked as a secretary at the high school and now works as 
a nanny. 
• The kids spent most of their time outdoors playing sports, hunt-
ing, swimming, fishing. “They hunted anything that breathed that 

wasn’t human,’’ jokes Hunter’s wife, Shelley.
• Married Shelley in 2011. They have known each other since kindergarten and began dating in eighth grade. 
She is a nurse.
• Always wanted to be a pro baseball player. The brothers nailed a plywood square to a tree in the backyard 
and threw against it until they’d worn a hole in it, then nailed another board. They’d practice rundowns with 
two brothers tossing the ball and a third running. 
• The boys played on the top baseball traveling teams, with high expectations from their old-school strict 
father. Once, after his father had berated 12-year-old Hunter for not playing well, he woke his son the next 
morning at sunrise. He took Hunter to the baseball field and apologized. “I know you’re going to make varsity 
in ninth grade and I know you’re going to play professional ball,’’ he said. 
• In high school, Hunter was the star pitcher on the baseball team, star quarterback on the football team, 
homecoming king and vice president of his senior class. (In total, three Strickland boys were homecoming 
kings and another was in the homecoming court.)
• All the boys worked with their dad. “We always knew (through seven lean years in the minor leagues) Hunter 
had a fall-back job. He could build a house any day of the week — even though he has said he will never build 
another house again,’’ Shelley says.
• Drafted out of high school in 2007 by the Red Sox in the 18th round. When he got the call from his agent 
that the Sox were interested, he was up on a roof framing a house with his dad. After the most exciting news 
of his life, he simply worked the rest of the day. Several years later, after he was traded to the Pirates, he was 
up on a roof again with his dad when he got the good news that the Pirates had added him to their 40-man 
roster.
• To save money when he was in low-A for the Pirates in West Virginia, he and two teammates slept most of 
the season in the clubhouse: one on a couch, two on blow-up mattresses that they deflated every morning 
and pushed to the side. They hit golf balls on the field at night. 
• Rotator cuff surgery with Pirates 2011, then shortly after being claimed off waivers by the Giants in 2013, he 
had Tommy John surgery. Was throwing in low 90’s before rotator cuff and his speed jumped a little after. It 
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jumped a little more after Tommy John. “It was tough at the time but I wouldn’t trade it,’’ Hunter says of the 
injuries. “I feel like that’s made me who I am as a person.’’ He now throws up to 100 mph.
• He, his brother Rhett (two years older) and several friends from the minor leagues are taping a hunting/
baseball show they hope to sell to a TV station. Their company is called Spread Crushers. Several episodes 
focus on hosting a hunt for people with disabilities. Hunter and Rhett took out a man in wheelchair suffering 
from ALS and helped him shoot two deer. 
• Hunter and Shelley have bought a home in Phoenix.



RON WOTUS

• Wotus has the daunting task of organizing the logistics of spring 
training for the Giants. He coordinates the schedules of all 50 or 60 
players to fit Bochy’s agenda for the day. That means getting the 
pitchers, fielders and hitters to the right fields at the right times, 
and coordinating with the other coaches. Wotus usually arrives at 
5 a.m. and is the last to leave.
• Wotus met his wife, Laurie, when he was playing in Honolulu 
for the Pittsburgh Pirates’ Triple A club. He came into the jewelry 
store where she was working. “I was really naïve about the whole 
baseball lifestyle,’’ Laurie says. “I just knew he was a nice guy and I 
fell in love.’’ They’ve been married 23 years.
• During several off-seasons while he was in the minors, Wotus 

worked as a physical therapy assistant in Southern California. 
• Wotus’s public high school in Colchester, CT., has been around since 1803. One of its first graduates was Ste-
phen F. Austin, the “Father of Texas.’’


