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Cubs.com 
'Two-headed monster' invaluable to Cubs' arms 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- All the Cubs want from their pitchers is to be open-minded, execute their pitches, and 
trust their "two-headed monster," coach Mike Borzello and video coordinator Tommy Hottovy. 
 
Kyle Hendricks does, and he encouraged new Cubs starter Tyler Chatwood to listen to the duo. 
Chatwood did just that in his last spring start Tuesday vs. San Francisco, and struck out nine Giants over 
five innings. 
 
"It's like a whole new world," Hendricks said of the Cubs' scheme. "Your eyes light right up. You can talk 
about it as much as you want, you can see it on the film, on the computer, but when you do it and 
commit to it and throw it and see the result, then you know you have it." 
 
Borzello, 47, is officially listed as the Cubs' catching and strategy coach while Hottovy, 36, is the 
coordinator of advance scouting and run prevention. Borzello prefers to call them the "two-headed 
monster." 
 
"We do the same job separately, and then we meet together and kind of go over it with a fine-tooth 
comb," Borzello said. "It allows us to have two sets of eyes. It's been a dynamic that works for us. We 
don't speak during that time that we're breaking down [video], whether it's the lineup or our own 
pitcher until the end and until we're both finished with our work. 
 
"We feel we're not missing anything," Borzello said. "There may be something I see, and he didn't and 
vice versa. That's allowed us to basically cover everything." 
 
It was interesting to see the pair at work during Jose Quintana's start against a Triple-A team last 
Monday. Borzello sat on the field near the dugout while Hottovy, who had a brief big league stint as a 
pitcher, was in the stands filming Quintana. Between innings, Borzello and Hottovy would confer. 
 
"We were focused on his curveball and the shape of it," Borzello said. "I happened to be on the side, so 
what I thought might be what I wanted, I wanted to double check and make sure [Hottovy] saw the 
same thing. We're in cahoots all the time and it's been a good working relationship." 
 
What are they trying to do? 
 
"One thing most pitchers can do maybe too often is talk themselves out of throwing certain things in 
certain situations," Borzello said. "I try to get them to at least understand why they should keep an open 
mind. It allows them to have a lot more options in a lot of different areas." 
 
Hendricks has encouraged Chatwood to listen to the pair. 
 
"The thing with Borzello is, you need to understand his language first," Hendricks said. "You can't get 
inundated with too much. It can snowball really quick. Just getting used to the language, talking to 
Borzello, seeing his philosophies, what he thinks, that's where [Chatwood] is at now. 
 
"In the game he threw against the Giants, he did the things he typically wouldn't do and he saw the 
effects there. He's super excited to keep working with him going forward." 
 



 

Part of the Cubs' recruiting pitch to Chatwood, a free agent who signed a three-year deal, was to 
convince him that their methods work. 
 
"I don't know how similar or foreign it may be to [Chatwood] but he seemed intrigued by what we had 
to offer," Borzello said. "We had targeted him from day one when the season ended. We were well 
versed in what he does as a pitcher and what he could do going forward. He seemed open-minded." 
 
Time will tell. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Bryant reflects on hometown in Vegas return 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
Third baseman Kris Bryant returned home to Las Vegas on Saturday for the Cubs' weekend split-squad 
games, and a chance to play in front of family. 
 
"It's been a big evolution from the first time I've played here," Bryant told the media at Cashman Field 
before the Cubs' 11-4 win. "Now, I have a great time and I really enjoy it." 
 
Bryant was asked about the new NHL team in Las Vegas as well as the Cubs' chances this year. 
 
"I think we're going to be really good," Bryant said. "Just seeing in Spring Training the buzz we have 
around our team right now, it's way different than it was at this point last year. So, I think we're all really 
excited to see what we're going to do this year." 
 
Bryant, who won the National League Rookie of the Year Award in 2015, then followed that with 
winning the NL Most Valuable Player Award in '16, said the Cubs' goals are to win the World Series 
again. 
 
"The individual [goals] are a little more complex," Bryant said. "They're all really lofty and I really, often, I 
don't get them, but it's nice to have those goals that you strive for. But, I do set them every year. I type 
them out onto my phone so I can see them every day." 
 
Both Bryant and first baseman Anthony Rizzo have had to deal with horrific shootings in their 
hometowns. Last October, there was the shooting at the concert in Las Vegas, and on Feb. 14, 17 people 
were killed at Rizzo's high school in Parkland, Fla. 
 
"It's unfortunate that myself and him had to go through something like that," Bryant said. "But, I think 
seeing after what happened here, and how much the community came together and still is coming 
together, it just makes me so proud to be from this city. And he certainly feels the same way. He 
brought Parkland together. It's just nice to see people coming together like that." 
 
Injury updates 
In his first game since March 8, second baseman Javier Baez went 1-for-3 with a single and also made an 
acrobatic defensive play to rob the Indians' Erik Gonzalez of a possible base hit in the Cubs' first split-
squad game Saturday, a 5-1 loss to the Indians in Mesa. Baez, who had been sidelined because of a 
cramp in his left hamstring, said everything went well in his return. 
 



 

"I saw the ball good off the bat playing defense," Baez said. "Getting out of the box was good today. I've 
been running the bases early in the morning. Everything's been good. I feel great. No more sugar 
drinks." 
 
The cramps were believed to be caused by dehydration. Baez said he didn't hesitate running. 
 
"Everything was good," he said. "I'm back to 100 percent." 
 
On Sunday, Baez was expected to start at shortstop. 
 
• Reliever Anthony Bass has been sidelined with a strained right lat but said Saturday he's feeling better 
and was expecting to get back into a game on Monday. 
 
"It's unfortunate this thing flared up on me," said Bass, a non-roster invitee. "It's still early. It's not about 
March 18, or whatever day today is. It's about getting to October and being healthy. It's about getting to 
be 100 percent going into the year." 
 
• Cubs outfielder Albert Almora Jr. had a tough day Friday. He fouled a ball off his right knee and also 
tweaked his left wrist catching Jose Abreu's line drive. 
 
"It'd be better if I got a couple hits," Almora said. 
 
• Reliever Pedro Strop, who has been slowed because of a tender left calf, threw a bullpen session on 
Friday and needs to have a live batting practice session before he gets into a game. Strop's comeback 
was slowed when he became ill. 
 
• Reliever Justin Wilson downplayed the blister on his left thumb, saying it may have been because he 
trimmed his nails too short. The lefty struck out one in one inning of relief Saturday against the Indians. 
 
• Kyle Schwarber has had a good spring, and manager Joe Maddon has noticed a difference in the 
outfielder's swing. 
 
"The one thing I'm seeing is that he's not swinging as hard," Maddon said. "You'd have to get all the data 
to validate what I think I'm seeing. It's more hands, less arms, and with that it's easier -- he's doing it 
easier." 
 
Maddon also has noticed that Schwarber is making better adjustments in two-strike counts. Hitting with 
more hands and less arms is helping. 
 
"Just think about Vladimir Guerrero," Maddon said of the Hall of Fame outfielder. "He could hit a ball 
nose to his toes and it was all about his hands. I thought it was like hitting a pinata at a birthday party. 
His hands are always adjusted to where the ball was. That's what a good handsy hitter does and that's 
what I'm seeing from Schwarbs." 
 
Camp battle 
If the Cubs go with 13 pitchers, there seems to be one spot open in the bullpen. Justin Hancock, a non-
roster invitee, is one of the candidates for that spot and on Friday against the White Sox, he struck out 
three of the four batters he faced, beginning with Jose Abreu. 
 
"It was the perfect hitter for Hancock to face," Maddon said. "He's been working on some things and 
was uber aggressive, which I loved. I said, 'Do you realize that's one of the top 10 hitters in the American 



 

League?' [Hancock] has got that kind of stuff. He's got A-lister stuff. I wanted him to know that's what 
he's capable of doing on a more consistent basis." 
 
Bass is another option the Cubs are considering. 
 
"Everyone's familiar with the opening in the bullpen," Bass said. "I just have to keep doing what I'm 
doing and put pressure on Joe and the decision-makers. That's all I can do. I'll go out there and give it 
everything I've got." 
 
When he came to camp, Maddon told Bass to use his breaking ball more and it's working. 
 
"I think that's helped me put guys away," he said. "I've only thrown in four games but I've had success 
with it so far." 
 
Up next 
The Cubs have split-squad games on Sunday at 3:05 CT, with half the team in Las Vegas and the other 
half at Sloan Park in Mesa, Arizona. On Sunday, Tyler Chatwood will start in Mesa against the Royals and 
Rob Zastryzny will face the Indians in Las Vegas. Both games are available on MLB.TV.  
 
Looking ahead, Jon Lester will start Monday against the Reds in Goodyear, Arizona.  
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Jose Quintana in fine form, striking out 8 Indians in Las Vegas 
By Paul Sullivan  
 
Jose Quintana was dominating Saturday in his third spring start, shutting out the Indians on one hit with 
eight strikeouts over six innings at Cashman Field in an 11-4 split-squad victory in Las Vegas. 
 
“This is the point where it’s exactly where I want to be,” Quintana said. “I want to keep doing the same, 
and hitting my spots. Just be ready for two more starts this spring and ready for the first one in Miami.” 
 
Quintana said he believes he can replicate that typle of consistency this season. He had some dominant 
outings with the Cubs last year, including in Baltimore and Milwaukee, but wasn’t as consistent as he 
was in a White Sox uniform. 
 
With Jon Lester, Yu Darvish, Kyle Hendricks and Tyler Chatwood all having quality springs, the Cubs’ 
rotation looks like it could wind up being one of the best in the majors. 
 
Quintana said he’s looking to be an All-Star, a goal he said every pitcher has. 
 
“It’s a healthy competition,” he said. “It would be an honor for me to be in a rotation like this, no matter 
what spot I get,. It’s really fun. First be healthy, and we’ll have a really good team. It’s exciting. We really 
have high expectations.” 
 
Quintana also was excited about his hitting. After spending all of his career in the American League, 
where he only batted in National League parks, he’s starting to get more comfortable at the plate. 
Quintana lined out to right and right-center field in his first two at-bats, before executing a sacrifice in 
his third. 
 



 

“Getting better, right?” he said, smiling. “I’m working every day. It’s the National League and it’s really 
important. … I have confidence now I’m making better swings. When I hit two line drives to right field, I 
said ‘Oh, my God, I have a base hit.’ That was awesome.” 
 
In the Cubs other game Saturday, they lost to the Indians 5-1 at Sloan Park in Mesa, Ariz. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
No discomfort as Cubs second baseman Javier Baez returns to action 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Javier Baez quickly shook off any signs of rust Saturday at Sloan Park in his first game since suffering a 
left hamstring cramp on March 8. 
 
Baez moved laterally with ease as he made a backhanded stop near second base and fired an accurate 
off-balance throw to retire Erik Gonzalez of the Indians in the third inning of a 5-1 split-squad loss to the 
Indians and he ran out of the batter’s box without discomfort after singling in the bottom off the frame 
against Trevor Bauer. 
 
Kris Bryant led another group of Cubs against the Indians on Saturday night in his hometown of Las 
Vegas. 
 
“I feel great now,” said Baez, who tested his leg running the bases before team workouts. “No more 
sugar drinks and a lot of water.” 
 
Baez attributed his cramp to poor hydration. He wanted to return sooner, but Cubs insisted he limit 
himself to a series of agility drills. 
 
Assuming Baez feels well, he will start Sunday at shortstop against the Royals at Sloan Park, while the 
other group faces the Indians again in Las Vegas. 
 
“I was fine with it,” Baez said of moving to shortstop, his original position. “It gives me good arm 
strength, too, throwing from short.” 
 
But Baez has no intention of moving to short permanently, especially after working more cohesively 
with shortstop Addison Russell and an alteration in his throwing motion. 
 
“We have great communication on the field, and he has been throwing the ball very well,” Baez said. 
“He looks stronger now.” 
 
Baez will have more than a week to polish his skills with the comfort of getting a majority of the starts at 
second base. 
 
“Last year I was trying to make a lot of adjustments in a short time, and now that I don’t have that 
pressure of not knowing if I’m going to play (the next day) or not, it’s going to help me a lot,” Baez said. 
 
Bullpen battle: Eddie Butler pitched three scoreless innings before walking three consecutive batters 
with one out in the fourth. Butler is competing for a long relief role and is out of minor-league options. 
… Anthony Bass, who hasn’t pitched since March 5 because of tightness in his right lat muscle, is 



 

scheduled to pitch Monday night against the Reds in Goodyear. Bass hasn’t allowed a run in four 
appearances. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Kyle Schwarber's improvements evident in spring training 
By Mark Gonzales  
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon often uses information to supplement what he witnesses with his own eyes. 
 
And his observations appear accurate after watching a svelte Kyle Schwarber double, triple and run the 
bases at a brisk pace in Saturday’s 5-1 loss to the Cleveland Indians. 
 
After striking out in his first at-bat against Trevor Bauer, Schwarber ripped a double near the right field 
fence, and then he pulled a line drive down the right-field line for a triple in the fifth. 
 
Schwarber, who lost at least 30 pounds in the offseason, didn’t hesitate as he rounded first and second 
base and showed no signs of fatigue as he pulled into third base. 
 
But Schwarber’s forte is hitting, and Maddon witnessed a more disciplined swing prior to Saturday’s 
game. 
 
“I think (his swing) is more under control – more hands, less arms,” Maddon said. “With that, he’s doing 
it easier. I thought there was more body involvement, just a more grinding approach, and it’s eased up a 
bit. That’s what we’re seeing, and better adjustments with two strikes. 
 
Schwarber is hitting .361 with three doubles, one triple, three home runs, five walks and a .439 on-base 
percentage this spring. 
 
“Everyone will try to go at him a certain way, and he’s working on laying off those things and attacking it 
if he has to,” Maddon said. “I think he can. Attack it better, based on being more handsy. You can’t do it 
if you’re all arms and really trying to muscle everything. You can’t get to the high ball properly.” 
 
Maddon pointed to Hall of Fame outfielder Vladimir Guerrero, who was able to hit the ball from “his 
nose to his toes.” 
 
“It was all about his hands,” Maddon said. “I thought it looked like hitting a piñata at a birthday party. 
His hands were always adjusting to where the ball was.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Justin Hancock and Anthony Bass making late bids for spot in Cubs bullpen 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Justin Hancock left a strong impression on manager Joe Maddon that could help his chances of earning a 
spot on the Cubs’ opening day roster. 
 
Hancock, a non-roster invitee, entered Friday’s game with two out and nobody on base against the 
White Sox and struck out Jose Abreu to end the inning. 



 

 
“This guy has a great arm,” Maddon said of Hancock, who was acquired last season from the Padres 
organization for outfielder Matt Szczur. “(Abreu) was the perfect hitter for Hancock to face. He’s been 
working on things. He’s uber aggressive, which I loved. 
 
“I wanted him to know afterwards, ‘You realize that’s one of the top 10 hitters in the American League?’ 
I’m trying to build the guy’s confidence. So he’s got that kind of stuff — A-lister stuff — which didn’t 
surprise me. But I wanted him to know that’s what he’s more capable of on a more consistent basis.” 
 
Hancock, who possess a fastball in the high- to mid-90 mph range, has allowed one run on two hits while 
striking out six in 4 1/3 innings. 
 
Meanwhile, Anthony Bass hopes to resume the success he started when he faces the Reds on Monday 
night at Goodyear. With the help of a sharp breaking ball, Bass has not allowed a run while striking out 
five in his first four appearances before feeling tightness on his right side. 
 
“It could be a lot worse,” said Bass, who hasn’t pitched in 1 ½ weeks. It’s something minor. 
 
“I feel good. It’s just unfortunate that thing flared up on me. It’s not about March 18. It’s about getting 
in October and being healthy.” 
 
Bass said he felt well after throwing two bullpen sessions and batting practice on Friday. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Annual Las Vegas homecoming renews Bryce Harper subplot for Kris Bryant 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The two old pals were back in their hometown last November, hanging out at a hockey game and 
wearing Golden Knights sweaters like any other fans. 
 
When the team sent a photo of the two together on its Twitter account, it quickly went viral. 
 
Of course, anytime Kris Bryant and Bryce Harper are photographed together, it adds another layer to the 
non-stop guessing game as to whether Harper will be joining Bryant in Chicago in 2019. 
 
Harper’s upcoming free agency means it probably will be now or never come this November, assuming 
he gets a long-term contract. 
 
It makes sense the Cubs would want to add another star to their collection, and Harper and Bryant seem 
like inseparable pals who can’t get enough of each other. 
 
The only problem is that not every picture tells a story. 
 
“I really only hung out with him a couple of times in the offseason,” Bryant said. “He lives on the bad 
side of Vegas.” 
 
Bryant laughed and corrected himself. 
 
“Not a bad area, really,” he said. “But I guess you’re loyal to the other side of town.” 



 

 
Bryant returned home to Las Vegas this weekend for the Cubs’ exhibition games Saturday night and 
Sunday against the Indians at Cashman Field, a trip he relishes because of all the family and friends who 
get to see him play. 
 
This is the 14th straight year the Cubs have played spring games in Las Vegas, and Bryant’s homecoming 
has become an annual affair since his first return in 2015, when he was tearing up the Cactus League as 
the club’s top prospect. Bryant was scratched from the starting lineup because of a fatigued right 
shoulder in one game that weekend but came off the bench and hit two home runs. 
 
Bryant always said playing at Cashman Field “seemed so much larger than life” when he came here as a 
kid, recalling how he tried to grab foul balls down the line and ate overpriced concessions. 
 
So playing here is still a bit “surreal” for him. 
 
And the latest subplot features another Vegas kid, that guy from the “bad” side of town. It all started 
last summer when Peter Gammons reported Harper had let it be known he wanted to play for the Cubs, 
before Harper posted a photo of himself and Bryant on his Instagram with the caption 
“#Back2BackOneDay.” 
 
The suggestion was obvious: They eventually would be in the same lineup, hitting back to back. 
 
Harper later admitted he was just trolling the media for speculating on his future. The rumors eventually 
died down only to resurface in the playoffs last year when the Cubs and Nationals met in the division 
series. 
 
Bryant recalled in Washington during the NLDS that Harper was a “freak of nature” when they were 
playing ball together as kids in Las Vegas. 
 
“I can’t even explain how intimidated I was to watch him hit in the batting cage,” he said. “The sound 
coming off his bat was something you never hear.” 
 
And that was when Harper was only 7. 
 
The two really are closer now, bonded by their status as two of the best young stars in the game and 
their allegiance to Las Vegas. They appeared together in a public service announcement during the 2017 
postseason, supporting the Vegas community in the wake of the tragedy in which a gunman killed 58 
concertgoers and injured more than 500. 
 
Speculation figures to spark up again in 2018, and with the Yankees having acquired Giancarlo Stanton, 
the Cubs may have one less big-market team to compete with in an eventual bidding war, if they decide 
to go for it. 
 
Harper started his spring trying to put an end to all the questioning about his future so he could focus on 
trying to get the Nationals to the promised land. 
 
“I will not be discussing anything relative to 2019 at all,’’ he told reporters at the start of Nationals’ 
camp in West Palm Beach, Fla. “If you guys have any questions about 2019 or anything past 2018, you 
can call (agent Scott Boras) and he’ll answer you guys. If you guys do ask anything, I’ll be walking right 
out the door.” 
 



 

Harper escaped the questions that day, but with so much interest in his upcoming free agency, it’ll be 
interesting to see if he holds to his vow the rest of the season. 
 
Unless he signs an extension, the speculation is certain to continue. 
 
“I feel for him,” Bryant said. “He’s in a tough situation this year because next year and free agency that 
comes along with it, he’s going to answer a lot of questions. 
 
“Anybody who gets him is instantly going to be a contender and a better team. I just don’t know if that’s 
going to be here or what. But any player here I think would love to have Bryce.” 
 
No one knows how it will all play out. 
 
The Dodgers seem to be the best bet, and the Nationals figure to pull out all the stops to keep Harper. 
 
The Cubs may be underdogs in the Harper sweepstakes, in spite of the Instagram trolling and rumors of 
his “preferred” interest in winding up in Chicago. 
 
But if we’ve learned anything from the Cubs’ low-speed pursuit of Yu Darvish, it’s not to count them out 
of anything. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs split spring-training doubleheader with Indians, 300 miles apart 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
LAS VEGAS — Cubs left-hander Jose Quintana pitched six scoreless innings, allowing just one hit, to beat 
the Indians 11-4 in Las Vegas in one half of the Cubs’ split-squad doubleheader with Cleveland. A fourth-
inning grand slam by the Indians was the difference in the 5-1 loss in the home half, in Mesa, Ariz. 
 
Svelte, speedy Schwarber 
 
If it’s possible to go under the radar as the man whose legend rivaled Paul Bunyan in recent years, Kyle 
Schwarber is doing it – but maybe not for long. 
 
The lefty slugger – who dropped 20-plus pounds since last year and has showed it off this spring – 
looked more like Ralph Garr than Paul Bunyan running out a triple into the right-field corner in the Mesa 
game, beating the throw with room to spare. 
 
Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor turns a double play in the first inning of the Cubs' 11-4 victory in Las 
Vegas. 
 
It was part of another multi-hit game. He’s 13-for-36 (.361) this spring with five walks and six extra-base 
hits. 
 
Butler didn’t do it 
 
One day after manager Joe Maddon called right-hander Eddie Butler a candidate to win the bullpen job 
vacated by the released Justin Grimm, Butler walked three straight batters as he faced the middle of the 
order for the second time in Mesa. 



 

 
The one-out walks in the fourth, led to a pitching change (minor-leaguer Jordan Minch), which led to the 
go-ahead grand slam. Butler had retired nine of 11 he faced without a walk to that point (including a 
double play). 
 
He is out of options and would be waived if he doesn’t make the 25-man roster. 
 
J-Hey Day 
 
Right-fielder Jason Heyward, who was just 5-for-29 with 10 strikeouts this spring, lined a single to center 
and delivered another single to right-center in three at-bats. 
 
Russell raking 
 
Already having a nice spring, shortstop Addison Russell homered and singled twice in Vegas, improving 
to 11-for-28 (.393) with four homers and five walks. 
 
AAA (assault and) battery 
 
David Bote, Mark Zagunis and Jacob Hannemann, three hitters who already have been sent out of big-
league to work as depth at Class AAA Iowa, clobbered Indians pitching in Vegas – combining to go 8-for-
13 with two homers and four doubles. 
 
Hannemann hit a two-run homer to left in the second and followed with an even longer shot to center in 
the third, just off the top of the wall at the 433-foot mark for a double – then doubled to the right-field 
gap. 
 
On deck: Split squad: Royals at Cubs, Mesa., Ariz., TBA vs. Tyler Chatwood, 3:05 p.m. Sunday, no 
broadcast; Cubs vs. Indians, Las Vegas, Rob Zastryzny vs. Stephen Fife, 3:05 p.m., NBC Sports Chicago, 
670-AM. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Javy Baez pronounces himself ‘100 percent’ after slick-fielding comeback 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Was his hamstring really injured, or was he simply dehydrated? In the grand scheme of 
second baseman Javy Baez’s extreme talent, does his ingestion of sugary drinks matter in the slightest? 
Why are we even talking about this? 
 
None of it matters anymore because Baez is back. 
 
Nine days after leaving a game with pain in his left hamstring, Baez took the field again in a game against 
the Indians at Sloan Park. His first defensive chance was a reminder of how much more fun it is when 
he’s around. Baez ranged roughly a mile and a half to his right and got his glove on a ball hit by Yonder 
Alonso, but it trickled away for a base hit. 
 
It was merely a warmup for the real thing an inning later, when Baez pounced on a bullet up the middle 
by Erik Gonzalez, leaped off one foot, spun and nailed the speedy shortstop at first. 
 



 

Baez also lined a single to center on the first pitch of his second at-bat against Trevor Bauer and made 
solid contact again in his third and final time up. 
 
‘‘I feel great,’’ he said afterward. ‘‘I saw the ball good off the bat playing defense. Getting out of the box 
was good today. I’ve been running the bases early in the mornings, and everything has been good. I feel 
great now. No more sugar drinks and a lot of water. 
 
‘‘I’m back to 100 percent.’’ 
 
And now it’s onward into a season in which Baez will have his biggest opportunity yet to ascend to a star 
level. 
 
‘‘Now that I don’t get that pressure that I don’t know if I’m going to play tomorrow or not, it’s going to 
help me a lot,’’ he said. 
 
Speaking of ‘‘tomorrow’’: Baez will get some innings at shortstop in a split-squad game Sunday against 
the Indians. 
 
Jose at the bat 
 
Left-hander Jose Quintana looked in vintage form in a split-squad game in Las Vegas, pitching six 
scoreless innings, allowing only one baserunner (on a two-out single in the first) and retiring the last 16 
batters he faced. 
 
But it might have been easy to overlook the signs that suggested he can reach a new level this season. 
 
In his first plate appearances of the spring, Quintana nearly dropped a single into right field, lined a ball 
hard to center and sacrificed successfully. 
 
‘‘My swing is getting better,’’ said Quintana, who has been working every day on his hitting as he 
prepares for his first full season in the National League. ‘‘It’s really important. I’m a hitter. I have a spot 
in the lineup, so I need to try to do the best that I can to help myself and my team.’’ 
 
Quintana, who bats right-handed, went 2-for-25 (both singles) in 13 starts in NL parks last season for the 
Cubs. They were his first big-league hits. 
 
‘‘When I hit the line drive to right field, I thought, ‘Oh, my God, I got a base hit,’ ’’ he said. ‘‘It’s really 
cool. I’m really confident now.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Rozner: Cubs have no reason to rush on Maddon contract 
By Barry Rozner 
 
No manager can go into the final season of a contract. 
 
It's one of those new baseball absolutes, etched in stone and carried down from the mountaintop. 
 
But it's more fallacy than reality. 
 



 

The notion that a lame-duck manager can't succeed is ridiculous. Witness the New York Yankees of 
2017, when Joe Girardi came within a couple of runs -- and ultimately a single victory -- of taking them 
to the World Series. 
 
Imagine the 2019 Cubs with Joe Maddon in the final season of his deal, if it comes to that a year from 
now. 
 
Would the players be less interested in winning the World Series because Maddon is in the last year of 
his contract? 
 
Would Kris Bryant and Anthony Rizzo not care as much? How about Willson Contreras, Javy Baez or Jon 
Lester? Would they be less inclined to win games? 
 
Nonsense. 
 
When a team is bad, lame-duck status becomes a huge issue simply because the manager is in obvious 
trouble. That seems unlikely for the Cubs of this year or next. 
 
So what must Theo Epstein do? Nothing, any time soon. 
 
Maddon has earned his money in Chicago, helping the Cubs to three straight NLCS appearances in his 
three years here. 
 
Many will argue that Epstein built this powerhouse and anyone could have managed these teams to the 
postseason. 
 
That's insulting to what Maddon achieved in 2015, when the Baby Bears had no idea what they were 
capable of, and Maddon was brilliant in the way he brought them along incrementally before shedding 
the training wheels in August. 
 
He was just as good in 2016, managing expectations and extraordinary pressure, and getting the Cubs to 
the big dance. 
 
But his bullpen management was nearly a disaster in the World Series when the Cubs won in spite of 
him, and equally bad against Washington and Los Angeles last year, not that it would have mattered 
much. 
 
The Cubs were not beating the Dodgers. Period. 
 
And now the Cubs are primed for another big run, and if they win it all again Maddon will probably get 
that extension. If they don't, he can try again next year, but the Cubs have no reason to rush this. 
 
To be clear, Maddon is good at what he does. If there's 20 things a manager has to do well, Maddon is 
good at about 18 of them. 
 
There's no shame in that. 
 
Still, the game is getting younger in the dugout and celebrity managers are all the rage, put in place with 
no experience. That doesn't mean Maddon wouldn't find another spot quickly if the Cubs were to move 
on from him after 2019. 
 



 

Last week, the 64-year-old Maddon told Jon Heyman of FanRag that he'd like to continue for a long 
time. 
 
"Theoretically, I'd like to say at least five years," Maddon said. "As long as I'm enjoying it, that is. Of 
course, someone would have to want you. And, of course, I'd like to stay here." 
 
What the Cubs have right now is a manager they don't need to extend, and certainly not one they need 
to fire, and while talk of his contract will become a hot topic once they reach the 2018 postseason, there 
will still be no solid reason to react. 
 
They're in a great spot with a chance to go deep again, a rested, hungry and talented group eager to 
prove they are once again the best team in baseball. 
 
The manager has the coaching staff he wanted and it's now on him to make certain the Cubs are what 
Epstein believes they should be, and if they again reach their potential, this will work out nicely for 
everyone involved. 
 
If it doesn't, it seems Maddon will enter 2019 on the last year of a deal that will pay him another $6 
million. 
 
Not exactly a tragedy. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
'Anything’s possible' for a Cubs offense expecting a breakthrough year 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Joe Maddon didn’t dismiss the idea of the Cubs scoring 900 runs this season, something 
that hasn’t been done since the 2009 New York Yankees team that won 103 games and the World 
Series: “Well, of course, anything’s possible.” 
 
Maddon then chuckled when asked if the Cubs could average 20 home runs per position all across the 
field: “If the wind’s blowing out.” 
 
This is the time to daydream, when the ball flies in Arizona and Cactus League pitchers have offensive-
linemen numbers on jerseys that may or may not have last names on the back. No one can second-guess 
the manager’s lineup or bullpen decisions yet. Terry Francona wasn’t thinking 10 steps ahead in the 
visiting dugout on St. Patrick’s Day at Sloan Park, because he was in Las Vegas with the rest of the 
Cleveland Indians for another split-squad game against Kris Bryant and the Cubs. 
 
But the Cubs definitely have sky-high expectations for an offense that scored more runs (822) than every 
National League team except for the Coors Field-enhanced Colorado Rockies last season. Even while 
nursing a World Series hangover, cycling through 11 different leadoff guys, sending Kyle Schwarber 
down to Triple-A Iowa, working around Ben Zobrist’s injury issues, waiting for Jason Heyward’s new-and-
improved swing to arrive and dealing with Addison Russell’s off-the-field issues. 
 
“I don’t know if it’s 900,” Maddon said. “But I would like to believe that we should do at least what we 
did last year plus a little bit. A lot of it is just based on greater experience per hitter. I’ve talked about 
that for a couple years now — they’re young with great [athleticism and talent]. I believe that’s going to 
start showing up.” 



 

 
Javier Baez passed his test in Mesa, playing second base with Gold Glove flair in his first Cactus League 
game since March 8 and saying he’s over the hamstring tightness/dehydration issue that led the Cubs to 
order an MRI: “I feel great. No more sugar drinks now.” 
 
Baez is 25 and coming off his first season with 500-plus big-league plate appearances (23 homers, 75 
RBIs, .796 OPS). Willson Contreras still hasn’t played a wire-to-wire season in The Show, though the 
catcher’s 162-game average so far would look like this: 28 homers, 91 RBIs, .851 OPS. 
 
Less than two years removed from his draft day, switch-hitter Ian Happ got only 26 games on the Triple-
A level last season before putting up 24 homers, 68 RBIs and an .842 OPS as a rookie/part-time player on 
a 92-win team. 
 
Anthony Rizzo has hit 31 or 32 homers in each of the last four seasons, driving in 397 runs combined and 
finishing each year with an OPS between .899 and .928. 
 
In many ways, Bryant’s perceived “down” season last year (.946 OPS) topped his 2016 MVP campaign. 
This is the Rookie of the Year who led the NL with 199 strikeouts in 2015 and reduced that number to 
128 last season. 
 
“There’s always improvement,” Bryant said. “You sure do hope as you get older that you figure out the 
game a little bit more each year and you can apply that to your game. I feel like I’ve become smarter 
about how to take care of my body. I think all of us here are ready to take that next step. 
 
“I’m excited. You look at last year, we scored the second-most runs [in the NL]. My goal is just to 
continue that trajectory going upwards.” 
 
The Cubs are also self-aware enough to realize that their offense had too many boom-and-bust cycles, 
feasting on teams like the Cincinnati Reds, scoring double-digit runs 18 times and getting shut out in 10 
games. 
 
“It’s about approach,” Maddon said. “We did have some really big numbers against some small 
numbers, so I thought that was a bit deceptive in regards to runs scored last year. We do need to be 
more consistent putting that number up on a nightly basis and against better guys. That’s how we really 
have to ascend against the better stuff guys.” 
 
Like Max Scherzer, Stephen Strasburg, Clayton Kershaw and Kenley Jansen. An erratic regular season 
combined with too many easy at-bats against the Washington Nationals and Los Angeles Dodgers got 
hitting coach John Mallee fired. 
 
Fair or not — because Mallee worked in concert with the front office and player development staff and 
earned a 2016 World Series ring — the Cubs wanted Chili Davis and his been-there, done-that 
experience as both an All-Star player and a widely respected hitting coach. 
 
“Approach, that’s what we’re talking about,” Maddon said. “You can talk about data. You can talk about 
this and that. But it’s about [knowing] what you’re thinking in the box — or not thinking in the box, if 
that makes any sense. 
 
“You have an approach: ‘How am I going to attack this guy?’ And your thoughts are not on you, but: 
‘What am I seeing right now? And how am I going to beat this guy?’ Just like you did in Little League. 
Chili’s good at that. He’s very good at teaching approach.” 



 

 
Experience is the best teacher and Zobrist believes last year’s NLCS opened some eyes in a Cubs 
clubhouse that now seems more focused and maybe even a little humbled. 
 
“The Dodgers did exactly what they needed to do,” Zobrist said. “They had a great game plan for our 
club. I don’t think we reacted real well to their plan. I think we’re going to be more well-rounded this 
year overall as an offensive group, I can tell you that. 
 
“There’s a concerted effort to hit that kind of pitching that might present itself to us throughout the 
course of the season, and especially late in the season and postseason-type of pitching. We’ve got to do 
a better job of making adjustments and things that we didn’t do in the NLCS last year. 
 
“They did a really good job of exposing holes as a group.” 
 
Davis doesn’t have any secret formulas after coming over from a Red Sox team that got knocked out of 
the first round of the playoffs the last two years: “We were busy losing ourselves in Boston.” 
 
But Davis isn’t afraid to voice his opinions. He knows what it feels like to hit a home run off Tom Glavine 
in the World Series or face Pedro Martinez during a playoff game at Fenway Park. 
 
Davis understands the expectations how this business works. He laughed and put it this way: “Coming in 
here, that’s kind of a tough act for me to follow. But it’s nice knowing that you have that caliber of a 
team to work with.” 
 
-- 
 
 


