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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1900-The National League votes to reduce its membership from 12 teams to eight. The Reds lose two geographical rivals in 

Cleveland and Louisville  

 

MLB.COM 
 

Hamilton optimistic he'll be back in action soon 

Center fielder sprained left index finger while catching line drive Tuesday; Bailey has rough start 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 7th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- The swelling on Billy Hamilton's left index finger was down, and the Reds' center fielder didn't need to wear 

a splint. That left Hamilton feeling optimistic that he avoided a serious injury after he was scratched from Tuesday's game vs. 

Cleveland. 

 

"It's way better. It just something that happened to swell up yesterday," Hamilton said Wednesday morning. "I guess they wanted to 

be sure about it. They didn't want it to hang around all spring. This is the best time to take care it." 

 

During batting practice on Tuesday morning, Hamilton was headed to the outfield and was near the shortstop spot when he reacted 

to catch a Jose Peraza line drive. 

 

"I was picking up a ball on the infield," Hamilton explained. "By the time I picked up the ball, he hit a line drive right at me." 

 

Hamilton thinks he simply caught the ball in the wrong part of his glove after Peraza stung it. 

 

"Joey [Votto] was like, 'Man, you hurt Billy yesterday. You hit the ball that hard,'" Hamilton said. "He hits it real hard. I was right 

there. It was more reaction. It was something I knew I probably shouldn't have tried to catch. I was so close to him. I threw my hand 

up. I caught it, but that don't mean anything in practice." 

 

In seven Cactus League games, Hamilton is 0-for-14, but he did make the defensive play of spring on Monday, when he robbed the 

Angels' Shohei Ohtani with a spectacular diving catch. 

 

Hamilton underwent tests on Tuesday, including an MRI and an X-ray, and he was checked out again by the doctor on Wednesday. 

 

"I'm allowed to do everything today and start back playing tomorrow," he said. "No big issue. It just swelled up so bad." 

 

Bailey roughed up 

 

Reds starting pitcher Homer Bailey did not pitch well during his three innings of work in Wednesday's 14-12 loss to the White Sox. 

Bailey allowed six earned runs and seven hits -- including two home runs -- with one strikeout. 

 

The downside of Bailey being supplied with a 5-0 lead after the top of the first was that it took 31 minutes to play the half-inning as 

Cincinnati batted around. The Reds scored four more runs in the second inning and both innings were lengthened by pitching 

changes. 

 

"It was hard to get warm again after sitting there for 30-something minutes before the first and 20-something minutes before the 

second," Bailey said. "During the season, you've always got a tunnel you can go in or a cage to keep loose and keep throwing. Here, 

it's a little more difficult to do that." 

 

Bailey felt no issues with his arm, which is important since he's been affected by elbow surgeries three times since 2014 -- including 

having bone chips removed before Spring Training 2017. But now manager Bryan Price would like to see things sharpen up as well. 



 

"I just want to see good quality," Price said. "You can tell here that it doesn't mean you'll have a good linescore at the end of the 

day. That's why we don't put too much into the results at Spring Training. We look at the quality of the delivery, the way the ball 

comes out of the hand of the pitchers, the way the ball is coming off the bat. 

 

"It will be important regardless of the linescore, that he continues to build his arm strength and improve his command." 

 

Price likes Rainey 

 

No one had asked Price this spring about relief pitcher prospect Tanner Rainey, so the manager brought him up unsolicited 

Wednesday morning. 

 

"He's a guy worth really watching closely," Price said. "That's a big arm, big slider. I think he's going to be a good one. I 

volunteered that because I haven't really spoken about him. I think he's been very impressive in camp the way he's handled himself." 

 

Rainey, 25, was taken with the 71st overall pick by the Reds in the 2015 Draft. After he had a 3.80 ERA in 39 appearances for Class 

A Advanced Daytona last season, he was promoted to Double-A Pensacola and produced a 1.59 ERA in 14 games. He is ranked as 

the Reds' No. 30 prospect by MLB Pipeline. 

 

In each of his first two appearances this spring, Rainey worked a scoreless inning. Against the White Sox Wednesday, he allowed 

one earned run and two hits -- including an infield hit -- with one walk, two strikeouts and two wild pitches. He touched 98 mph on 

the rader a couple of times. 

 

Up next 

 

Luis Castillo will make his third start when the Reds play the Rockies at 3:05 p.m. ET Thursday in Scottsdale. Rotation candidate 

Robert Stephenson is also scheduled to get into the game. Fans can listen live on Gameday Audio. 

 

 

Herget making play for bullpen spot 

Reds' No. 15 prospect trying to earn relief roster role this spring 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 7th, 2018 

 

GLENDALE, Ariz. -- The thinly built, 170-pound Jimmy Herget doesn't look like the kind of pitcher that can heave mid-90s mph 

fastballs at hitters. But not only can the Reds reliever prospect do just that, he can keep hitters guessing about how the ball will get 

to them so quickly. 

 

The 6-foot-3 Herget also offers multiple arm angles to deliver his pitches -- mostly sidearm, but he can also do a three-quarters style 

motion. Either way, he starts with a slow windup before his arm quickly accelerates and brings the heat. 

 

"I think he understands what makes him successful with the variance, the hesitations, the multiple arm slots," Reds manager Bryan 

Price said on Wednesday. 

 

Herget, 24, is the No. 15 ranked Reds prospect according to MLB Pipeline and also is competing for a big league bullpen spot as a 

non-roster invitee. 

 

Pitching sidearm, in the manner he does it, has always felt natural to Herget, even though it looks a little unnatural. 

 

"I've thrown like this since I was in high school. It's pretty much been the same thing, same results. It's become simple to me," said 

Herget, who grew up in Tampa, Fla. "When I was little younger, maybe 12, I didn't pitch at all. I was an outfielder and I threw like 

that. They were also trying to get my arm up higher and it never really worked. Then when I got to high school, I started pitching a 

lot more." 

 

From 2015-17, Herget has amassed 64 saves in 126 Minor League games. Over 52 games split between Double-A Pensacola and 

Triple-A Louisville in 2017, the right-hander posted a 2.90 ERA, 1.18 WHIP and 25 saves in 31 chances. Opponents batted .226 

against him. Herget appeared in the SiriusXM All-Star Futures Game with a scoreless inning. 

 

Besides throwing the fastball, Herget can also offer a slider that Baseball America rated as the best in the Reds' organization last 

season. This spring, the club has charged Herget to develop his changeup and improve his skills against left-handed hitters. 

 



"We're really trying to focus on his effectiveness against left-handed hitters, which to me makes him more Major League valuable 

for us, as opposed to simply a right-on-right situational reliever," Price said. "He's working hard on it, cross-firing the fastball inside 

and being able to come more over the top as opposed to trying to do it from the side. The lower arm slot to lefties, unless you're 

extremely acute with command, I think is typically easier to handle." 

 

Through three appearances this spring, Herget has allowed three earned runs over three innings. All the runs came vs. Milwaukee on 

Feb. 27. He's also walked a batter in each of his games. 

 

"I feel like I've been a little erratic at times," Herget said before Wednesday's game. "I've been walking too many guys. Overall, I 

think it's been good. I've been trying to get my arm strength back for the season and pound the zone." 

 

Herget is among several young relievers trying to earn one of the final spots in the bullpen. There's plenty of company with names 

like Zack Weiss and Tanner Rainey among the prospects and more experienced pitchers like Jackson Stephens and Kevin 

Shackelford also competing. 

 

"Treat everything like it's the last outing," said Herget, who was scheduled to face the White Sox on Wednesday but didn't get into 

the game, a 14-12 loss. "Go out and throw and if I'm lucky enough to get called on, that's awesome. If not, I will go wherever I go 

and pitch the way I need to pitch." 

 

 

Adames leads top prospect performers 

By Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com @GoldenSombrero 

Mar. 7th, 2018 

 

No. 22 overall prospect Willy Adames (Rays' No. 2) continued his strong spring campaign Wednesday as he connected on a solo 

home run in Tampa Bay's 7-2 loss against the Orioles. 

 

The home run, a third-inning solo shot, was Adames' second this spring. The 22-year-old shortstop walked and struck out in his 

other plate appearances, finishing 1-for-3. Adames now owns a .412 Spring Training average after the performance and has hit 

safely in six of his eight games with the Rays. 

 

No. 81 overall prospect Christian Arroyo (Rays' No. 6) accounted for the Rays' second run with an RBI single and also showed off 

his defensive skillset with a diving play at third base. 

 

Other top prospect performances from Wednesday's action: 

 

• No. 7 overall prospect Nick Senzel (Reds' No. 1) went 1-for-3 with a double and a sacrifice fly, while Phil Ervin (Reds' No. 23) 

also had a strong game, going 1-for-2 with a two-run triple and a walk. 

 

• No. 8 overall prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. (Padres' No. 1) went 1-for-3 and, per usual, the lanky 19-year-old shortstop also made a 

highlight-reel catch. He's collected a hit in four of his past six contests and owns a .346 average in the Cactus League. 

 

• Batting second and starting in center field, No. 27 overall prospect Lewis Brinson (Marlins' No. 1) went 2-for-2 with a double and 

a walk. Now hitting .409 on the spring, the 23-year-old outfielder is attempting to make Miami's Opening Day roster. On the mound 

for the Marlins, Pablo Lopez (Marlins' No. 24) struck out three over two innings in his third scoreless outing of the spring. Working 

4 1/3 frames in that span, the right-hander has allowed just two hits and one walk while striking out eight. 

 

• No. 28 overall prospect Luis Robert (White Sox No. 3) belted a go-ahead grand slam in the eighth inning to help complete the 

White Sox comeback against the Reds. The 20-year-old center fielder had been held hitless in his prior three at-bats in the game, 

albeit with his first stolen base of the spring. 

 

• Brewers No. 11 prospect Mauricio Dubon plated two runs with a double in a 1-for-2 game that improved his Cactus League 

average to .353. 

 

• Orioles No. 8 prospect Anthony Santander upped his RBI total to seven with a two-run single against the Rays. The 2016 Rule 5 

pick is hitting .333 with seven RBIs this spring. 

 

• Yankees No. 19 prospect Billy McKinney delivered a go-ahead grand slam with two outs in the eighth inning. It was the fourth 

home run in Grapefruit League play for McKinney, who's also hitting .313 with 11 RBIs. 

 

 



CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Spring Training: Cincinnati Reds lose slugfest to Chicago White Sox, 14-12 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 6:52 p.m. ET March 7, 2018 | Updated 6:59 p.m. ET March 7, 2018 

 

GLENDALE, Ariz. – The Chicago White Sox won a slugfest over the Reds 14-12 at Camelback Ranch. The Sox scored five runs 

off Jackson Stephens in the eighth to seal the comeback. The teams combined for 30 hits.  

 

"Nothing more enticing than an almost four-hour spring training game," Reds manager Bryan Price said.   

 

The game in three paragraphs: 

 

The Reds brought their hitting shoes. They scored five in the first and four in the second. The big blows: A two-run triple by Phillip 

Ervin in the first, and two-run homers from Tucker Barnhart and Scott Schebler in the second. 

 

Homer Bailey had his first rough outing of the spring. He went three innings and allowed six runs on seven hits. Bailey admitted the 

31-minute top of the first affected him. “It was hard to get warm again after sitting there 30-some minutes before the first, then 20-

some before the second,” he said. “During the season, you’ve always got a tunnel or a cage you can go in and keep loose. Here, it’s 

title more difficult to do that."  

 

Joey Votto got his first hit of the spring. He went 1-for-4 with a walk. He started the spring 0-for-12 with four walk and two hit-by-

pitches. Votto hit .200 last spring.  

 

Up next 

 

The Reds got to Salt River to play the Colorado Rockies. Right-hander Luis Castillo (0-1, 1.93 ERA) faces left-hander Kyle 

Freeland (0-1, 9.00) in a 3:10 game (WSAI, 1360). 

 

 

Scooter Gennett's confidence, mindset fuel the Cincinnati Reds second baseman 

Adam Baum, abaum@enquirer.com  

Published 10:51 a.m. ET March 7, 2018 | Updated 2:49 p.m. ET March 7, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – There's no telling when or where lightning will strike. Though rare, it's not unheard of for it to land in the 

same spot twice. 

 

Cincinnati Reds second baseman Scooter Gennett is hoping to catch that lightning in the barrel of his bat again in 2018. 

 

Last season, Cincinnati witnessed the storm of Scooter. It was a breakout season. Actually, it was a historic season, one in which the 

27-year-old accomplished feats that have never been done before in Major League Baseball.  

 

He became the only player in major league history to produce five hits, four home runs and 10 RBI in the same game. He also 

became the only player in major league history to have a four home run game and four grand slams in the same season (the only 

other player in MLB history to accomplish that over a career is Lou Gehrig). Gennett hit .295 with 136 hits (22 doubles) and posted 

career-highs in runs scored (80), home runs (27), RBI (97) and slugging percentage (.531), and he did all that while committing just 

nine errors in 141 games.  

 

Gennett, who joined the Reds last season on the second-to-last day of spring training, didn't even find out he'd gone on waivers.  

 

"I found out I got picked up by the Reds first," he said. "It was, 'Hey, you're not a Milwaukee Brewer anymore, you're a Cincinnati 

Red."  

 

His reaction: "Happiness. Am I dreaming?"  

 

No, it wasn't a dream, even if he did play like a dream last season.  

 

But, last season is already buried in the big scorebook in the sky, so the question now becomes: What does Gennett do for an 

encore?  

 

First, and perhaps most importantly, he believes and his mindset hasn't changed.  



 

"I've always been pretty confident when it comes to what I think I'm capable of doing," said Gennett. "I think that the more you do 

what you feel like you're capable of doing the more that confidence becomes reality to where if it wasn't real then it would be more 

arrogant or cocky because it's not translating.  

 

"It's nice to where you end up performing to where that confidence is real. It's there for a reason, and it always has been. I've never 

exceeded my expectations of myself even last year, but I've done things to where that confidence is there for a reason."  

 

Confidence played a part last season, but it was also how Gennett approached the year mentally.  

 

"I think more the other half of that is the mindset," he said. "I came into last year battling for a spot and trying to make it into the 

lineup any day that I could and I ended up doing good enough to where I got an everyday job and I took advantage of it.  

 

"So this year, it's kind of the same mindset, but obviously, I know that chances are I'm gonna be the starting second baseman 

whether I go 0-for my next 20 or 20-for my next 20. But the mindset is similar in a sense of battling and making sure none of these 

young bucks come up and take my job.  

 

"That's where my mindset's at, not: 'Well, I'm the starting second baseman and I'm just gonna try and play as good as I can.' That's 

reality but my mindset's still how it always was and that gets me up every day working hard and trying to continue to get better."  

 

Baseball's always been a tricky game. Following a successful season can be confounding and perplexing.  

 

“Historically the challenges have been to repeat and exceed what they did the year before. But I think there is a universal DNA that 

these guys are always trying to do better than they were the previous season," said Reds manager Bryan Price when asked about 

Gennett. "I don’t think it’s just about maintenance. I think they’re all striving to get better. He’s a highly motivated guy. He wants to 

be a great player. Pressure is self-induced. You do it to yourself. I think he found himself last year. We got the best version of him. 

He’s working to give us an even better season this year. I don’t think he lacks any confidence to do that.” 

 

Gennett said: "It's not going anywhere when it comes to that confidence and preparation. The two run together. If you don't prepare 

that confidence might be there but it's fake. You know that you're not as prepared as you should be. If you're prepared and confident 

then it's real." 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds center fielder Billy Hamilton OK after injuring finger 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 12:35 p.m. ET March 7, 2018 | Updated 12:37 p.m. ET March 7, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – The Billy Hamilton scare was just that – a scare.  

 

Hamilton’s left index finger swelled up after he caught a line drive off the bat of Jose Peraza Tuesday in batting practice.  

 

“It’s way better,” Hamilton said. “It's just something that happened to swell up. I guess they wanted to be sure about it. They didn’t 

want it to hang around all spring. This is the best time to take care it. Jose hit a line drive. It kind of got stuck in my palm. I don’t 

exactly know how it happened. My finger swelled up. I wasn’t able to do anything.  

 

“I got an MRI and stuff (Tuesday). It came back good. I just saw the doctor right now. I’m allowed to do everything (Wednesday) 

and start back playing (Thursday). No big issue.” 

 

Hamilton said he was running to the outfield when Peraza hit the smash. 

 

“(He’s) stinging the ball,” Hamilton said. “Joey (Votto) was like, ‘man, you hurt Billy yesterday. You hit the ball that hard.’ He hits 

it real hard. I was right there. It was more reaction. It was something I knew I probably shouldn’t have tried to catch. I was so close 

to him. It was more reaction. I threw my hand up. I caught it, but that don’t mean anything in practice.” 

 

Hamilton was scratched from the lineup Tuesday. 

 

“I couldn’t squeeze a glove, squeeze a bat,” he said. “We took care of it ... Everything’s good now.”  

 

RAINEY DAY: Reds manager Bryan Price ended his media session with an unsolicited endorsement of right-hander Tanner 

Rainey. Rainey, 25, went a combined 3-3 with a 3.19 ERA at high-A Daytona and Double-A Pensacola last year. He struck 102, 

walked 33 and allowed 29 hits in the 62 innings. 

 



“He's a guy worth really watching closely,” Price said. “That’s a big arm, big slider. I think he's going to be a good one. I 

volunteered that because I haven't really spoken about him. I think he's been very impressive in camp the way he's handled himself.” 

 

Rainey was picked in the Competitive Balance Round B of the 2015 draft. He was the 71st pick overall. He set a school record with 

19 home runs as a first baseman for the University of West Alabama. 

 

SPRING BREAK: It can be hard to evaluate young pitchers early in spring because they are entering games late when young hitters 

are generally hitting. 

 

“You hope that these kids, that we keep them in camp long enough to where there are major league regulars in the lineup,” Price 

said. "Now it's getting them work. The most important thing now is finding rhythm, finding a release point, building arm strength in 

competition.” 

 

Price said once the established big leaguers start playing deeper into games, the Reds will get truer reads on pitchers. 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Why it's so important for Mesoraco and Reds that he stays healthy, finds role 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 2 minutes ago  

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Devin Mesoraco's goal is simple: he'd love for his son, Luke, to be able to see him play Major League 

Baseball. 

 

“Whether I'm the same guy I was in 2014, it would still be pretty cool to have your dad be a big-league player and kind of grow up 

in that regard,” Mesoraco said Wednesday morning. 

 

Mesoraco was an All-Star in 2014. He's a backup in 2018 in the final year of his contract and has played in just 95 games over the 

last three seasons. 

 

Luke Devin Mesoraco has been alive for just four of his dad's big-league games. Mesoraco, 29, isn't done with baseball and despite 

multiple surgeries since his All-Star Game appearance in Minneapolis, he's never believed he was close to done. 

 

There have been, he notes, times that were better than others. 

 

Mesoraco has had surgeries to repair the labrum in his left shoulder and both hips since 2015. He enters 2018 healthy and without 

limitations in spring for the first time since 2015, when he had just signed a four-year contract extension worth $28 million. 

 

That contract, Mesoraco says candidly, is the reason he's still with the Reds and hasn't had to worry about a career beyond baseball. 

 

“This could be a whole different scenario if I didn't have a long-term contract,” he said. “Maybe my attitude would be way different. 

That's just speaking honestly.” 

 

Mesoraco signed the deal after his All-Star year. The Reds thought they were locking up a young player to a cost-controlled 

contract. Mesoraco signed away not just his arbitration years, but his first year of free agency. That was a bit of security for him and 

certainty for the Reds, but only one side got what they expected. 

 

Mesoraco's hip started bothering him just a week into the 2015 season. He started the team's first five games of the season, four of 

those wins. 

 

Mesoraco now enters the final year of that contract. He will earn $13 million as a backup to Gold Glover Tucker Barnhart, who 

signed a four-year extension of his own last September. 

 

“He knows he has to stay healthy and perform to create his opportunities,” Reds manager Bryan Price said. “He knows the better he 

plays, the more opportunity he gets, the more valuable he becomes. He takes ownership of that, he knows.” 

 

He also knows that Barnhart earned his spot, stepping into the void he left. 

 

“The game is all about taking advantage of the opportunities and Tucker obviously did that,” Mesoraco said. “I'm proud of him for 

being ready when his number was called and producing, that's what it's all about.” 

 



Mesoraco has been nothing but supportive, Barnhart said, and that's hardly a surprise. The two are friends and both speak glowingly 

about the other. 

 

“It's imperative or else it becomes cancerous to a ball club,” Price said. “Disgruntled players that wear that on their shoulder in the 

clubhouse, they become bad guys. Devin's not that guy. He's a realist, he understands what happened.” 

 

Mesoraco has played in eight of the Reds' spring training games so far and has gone 4 for 15 with two doubles. 

 

With the end of his contract in sight, Mesoraco could be a mid-season trade piece if he's playing well. Otherwise, he could just 

finish the season with the Reds and look for work somewhere else afterward. Mesoraco said ideally he could stay in Cincinnati, part 

of a duo of catchers with Barnhart. 

 

“I think me and Tucker, our strength and weaknesses line up pretty well where we might it may be a good situation and work out,” 

he said. 

 

He said he was rusty last season when he first came back and had trouble finding a rhythm, but started feeling good by June. In that 

month, he hit .260/.345/.600 with four home runs in 14 starts. On July 2, he reached for an Ariel Hernandez curveball and could tell 

there was something wrong with his surgically repaired left shoulder. 

 

Mesoraco went on the disabled list and when he returned, he struggled badly, going 4 for 30 (.133 with no extra-base hits) the rest 

of the year. His season ended, as it had the previous two seasons, on the disabled list, this time fracturing a bone in his left foot 

when he was hit by a pitch from Cubs lefty Jose Quintana. 

 

Anyone would think they were cursed after this run of bad luck, but Mesoraco won't allow himself to think that way. He can't, it 

won't do any good. For now, he's healthy and happy. 

 

“I want to have a good day today, have a good day tomorrow and I think that'll turn into a good season at the end of the year,” he 

said. “Things happen and it all played out the way it played out and we can't change that, just continue to focus on having good 

days.” 

 

ESPN.COM 
 

Michael Lorenzen seeking consistency in bid to make Reds' rotation 

March 7, 5:58 PM ET 

Associated Press 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Michael Lorenzen is getting inconsistent results as he tries to win the fifth spot in the Cincinnati Reds' 

rotation after being used exclusively out of the bullpen the past two seasons. 

 

The right-hander has made two solid appearances and one wild one during spring games, which hasn't helped his cause. He has a 

few more chances to make his case for a move back to the rotation. The alternative is to open the season as a middle-inning reliever. 

 

"It's about what you're going to do about it," Lorenzen said. "It is about whether you make the most out of your own situation." 

 

Lorenzen made his major league debut in 2015 and had 21 starts along with six relief appearances for the Reds. He went 4-9 with a 

5.40 ERA overall, and Cincinnati decided to move him to the bullpen. 

 

His best season was 2016, when he went 2-1 with a 2.88 ERA in 35 games. He was used in late-inning roles last season and was 

inconsistent: a 2.93 ERA before the All-Star break and 6.32 afterward. He finished 8-4 with a 4.45 ERA in 70 appearances. 

 

Raisel Iglesias returns as the closer. The Reds signed right-handers Jared Hughes and David Hernandez for set-up roles, limiting 

Lorenzen's options in the bullpen at the outset. 

 

Lorenzen is competing with three others for the only open spot in the rotation. If he doesn't get it, he could move back into the 

bullpen. 

 

Lorenzen pitched two solid innings in his first game this spring but failed to last two innings the next time out. He gave up five runs, 

five hits and two walks while retiring only five batters. He couldn't throw strikes with any of his pitches. 

 

"I don't know what it was, but I know it wasn't right," Lorenzen said. 

 



He worked on his delivery during his throwing sessions the next few days and was better in his following appearance, allowing one 

hit and no walks in two scoreless innings. 

 

"First, you figure out what it is, and then every time you throw a ball, you work on it," Lorenzen said. "It comes from understanding 

what [it] is that's causing you to be out of sync, then getting the habit out of you and retraining your nervous system to be in sync." 

 

Lorenzen was a center fielder at Cal State-Fullerton and closed games because he could throw hard. The Reds drafted him in 2013 

and decided to turn him into a starter in the minors. During his rookie season, Lorenzen went 3-8 with a 5.92 ERA during a span of 

18 consecutive starts, and the Reds moved him to the bullpen. 

 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
 

Reds’ Hamilton calls finger injury ‘no big issue’ 

Gary Schatz  Contributing Writer 

1:39 p.m Wednesday, March 7, 2018   

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. 

Cincinnati Reds center fielder Billy Hamilton is expected to resume baseball activity Thursday after suffering a sprained index 

finger. 

 

Hamilton was scratched from the lineup for Tuesday’s game vs. the Indians. The swelling was down Wednesday but he was 

restricted from hitting and fielding. 

 

“We didn’t want it to linger around this spring,” Hamilton said. “This is the best time to take care of it.” 

 

Hamilton was on his way to the outfield during batting practice when he stopped to pick up a baseball. Jose Peraza hit a line drive at 

Hamilton, who instinctively stuck his glove up to catch the liner. He didn’t think anything of it until his finger swelled to the point 

he couldn’t get the glove on or grip a bat. 

 

Hamilton called the injury “no big issue.” 

 

Hamilton robbed Japanese star Shohei Ohtani of an extra-base hit with a diving catch Monday and survived uninjured. 

 

The speedy lead-off hitter is still looking for his first hit this spring. 

 

Herget impresses 

Pitcher Jimmy Herget has been impressive this spring. The 6-foot-3, 170-pounder right-hander is slightly built and comes at hitters 

with all arms and legs. 

 

The 24-year old, a sixth-round draft choice out of Tampa in 2015, can reach mid-90s with his fastball. 

 

Herget split time between Pensacola and Louisville last season where he was a combined 4-4 with a 2.90 ERA. 

 

Reds manager Bryan Price believes he is close to making an impact. 

 

“He understands what makes him successful with the varience in hesitations, the multiple arm slots,” Price said. “We are focusing 

on his effectiveness against left-handed hitters. That makes him more Major League valuable for us. He’s working hard on it, cross-

firing the fastball inside and being more able to come over the top.” 

 

Herget’s delivery is deceptive. 

 

“He understands the importance of being able to slow his velocity, which creeps over 95 at times,” Price said. “He had a straight 

change up in college. We’re trying to get him to create the separation in that speed from the 91-95 plus to go with the mix of 

breaking balls. Next thing you know he’s getting lefties and righties out.” 

 

Herget has three scoreless innings in three Cactus League appearances. 

 

THURSDAY’S GAME 

Reds at Rockies, 3:05 p.m., 1360 

 



Transactions 
 

03/07/18  

Toronto Blue Jays signed free agent RHP Tyler Clippard to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

RHP J.B. Wendelken assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

Seattle Mariners designated RHP Shawn Armstrong for assignment. 

Baltimore Orioles optioned RHP Jesus Liranzo to Bowie Baysox. 

OF Brian Miller assigned to Miami Marlins. 

3B Zach Houchins assigned to Los Angeles Angels. 

RHP Bubba Derby assigned to Milwaukee Brewers. 

OF Billy Burns assigned to Kansas City Royals. 

OF Luis Gonzalez assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

LHP Jerry Keel assigned to San Diego Padres. 

RHP Chris Huffman assigned to San Diego Padres. 

2B Hutton Moyer assigned to Los Angeles Angels. 

RHP Sam Tewes assigned to St. Louis Cardinals. 

RHP Ramon Santos assigned to St. Louis Cardinals. 

OF Champ Stuart assigned to New York Mets. 

Seattle Mariners signed free agent RF Ichiro Suzuki. 

Kansas City Royals signed free agent RHP Ricky Nolasco to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

LHP Caleb Frare assigned to New York Yankees. 

OF Connor Panas assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

RHP Conor Fisk assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

1B Pedro Castellanos assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

C Roldani Baldwin assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

RHP Josh DeGraaf assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

OF Ronnie Dawson assigned to Houston Astros. 

Minnesota Twins optioned RHP Zack Littell to Chattanooga Lookouts. 

Minnesota Twins optioned RHP Felix Jorge to Rochester Red Wings. 

Minnesota Twins optioned LHP Lewis Thorpe to Chattanooga Lookouts. 

Minnesota Twins optioned LHP Dietrich Enns to Rochester Red Wings. 

OF Gabriel Guerrero assigned to Cincinnati Reds. 

Texas Rangers designated C Brett Nicholas for assignment. 

Texas Rangers signed free agent RHP Tim Lincecum. 

Cleveland Indians signed free agent RHP Carlos Frias to a minor league contract. 

  

 


