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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Angels lefty Tyler Skaggs answers doubters with results 

By Jeff Fletcher 

OAKLAND — For the past few years, Tyler Skaggs has been the subject of, at best, skepticism, and, at 

worst, downright anger. 

He’s well aware. He read the articles from critical baseball writers and the Tweets from disgruntled fans. 

In fact, he kept them. 

“I have a lot of saved Tweets in my phone that I look at to fire myself up,” the Angels left-hander said. 

These days, Skaggs’ numbers have caught up to his potential, finally, which means that years worth of 

negative feedback from fans and the media provide him a little extra satisfaction. 

“Twitter is a fickle place,” Skaggs said. “I’ve seen a lot of things over the past few years that have hurt 

my pride. When I’m on the mound, I think I’m pretty good. I had some rough outings here and there. 

When I’m completely healthy, there are not a lot of people who can do what I can do with a baseball. I 

think I proved that coming up through the minor leagues. I was a top prospect for a reason.” 

The 40th overall pick in the 2009 draft, out of Santa Monica High, Skaggs was one of the key prospects 

the Angels dealt to the Arizona Diamondbacks in 2010 to get Dan Haren. Heading into the 2013 season 

with Arizona, he was a consensus top-20 prospect, ranked as high as 10th by MLB.com. 

Since then, his career has been rocky. There were a couple rough cameos with the Diamondbacks as a 

21-year-old, followed by a trade back to the Angels, followed by Tommy John surgery, a shoulder 

problem and a strained oblique. 

Even when he was healthy, he showed only flashes of his talent, interrupted by struggles. 

Now, still a month shy of his 27th birthday, Skaggs has finally shown consistently who he always knew 

he could be. 

He has a 3.08 ERA through a team-leading 73 innings. He has not missed a turn, and not even had a hint 

of an injury. 

“He’s just kind of putting everything together,” said Angels pitching coach Charlie Nagy, who was also 

Skaggs’ pitching coach in Arizona. “He’s confident out there. He feels good about what he’s doing. He’s 

working hard between starts. He’s attacking the hitters a lot better. He’s throwing all his pitches and it’s 

equated to success.” 

All his pitches. 
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Perhaps the greatest tangible improvement for Skaggs to get to this point is the addition of his 

changeup. Skaggs always had a fastball and a sharp curve, but he’d never been able to master a third 

pitch. He experimented with a cutter and a slider and several kinds of changeups. Although statistical 

websites show Skaggs throwing changeups in previous years, he said those were never actual 

changeups, just half-hearted attempts or “BP fastballs.” 

Over the winter, he finally found a changeup grip that seems to have worked, and he finally learned to 

throw the pitch with the required conviction to sell it to the hitters. 

He’s thrown the changeup 11.2 percent of the time, and hitters have hit .188 when putting it in play. 

They’ve also swung and missed at it 15.4 percent of the time, which is the highest whiff rate of his three 

pitches. 

The pitch’s “coming out party,” so to speak, was an April 23 game in Houston. Skaggs outpitched the 

Astros’ Gerrit Cole, who is having one of the best seasons in baseball, and he shut out the powerful 

Astros over seven innings. In that game, he threw 21 changeups, and he recorded 10 of his 21 outs on 

the pitch. 

“It’s made a lot of difference,” Skaggs said this week. “Fastball, curveball, 50 percent of the time you’re 

going to (guess) right. I think it’s nice to throw a third pitch in there.” 

The changeup has also helped throw off the timing of hitters against his fastball. The whiff rate on his 

fastball is 11.1 percent this year, after being 7.3 percent the past three years. 

Aside from the addition of the third pitch, Skaggs said his mechanics are now more locked in than ever, 

which is probably just a matter of taking the ball consistently without any injury interruptions. He’s also 

finally settled on the third-base side of the rubber, after spending his early years “all over the place,” he 

said. 

“I was so young,” he said. “I was out there trying to figure it out. Now I’ve had so much time off, so 

much time to watch games and talk to these guys, I feel like I’ve matured.” 

Which brings us back to his phone. If he begins to slump and needs a little motivation, it’s right there. 

“There are a lot of people that had a lot of doubt,” Skaggs said. “That’s to be expected. I’ve missed a lot 

of games. I haven’t pitched well when I did come back. I had bright spots, but I wasn’t that consistent. 

But I know what I can do when I’m physically strong. I’m not going to be too confident. I’m going to take 

it one day at a time. That’s the motto. Never look too far ahead.” 

ALSO 

The Angels had no new information to release on Thursday night regarding the follow up tests on 

Garrett Richards or Zack Cozart, according to Club spokesman Tim Mead. Richards said Wednesday he 

was to have an MRI on Thursday, after straining his left hamstring. Cozart also said he expected to 

undergo further tests after he strained his left shoulder. 
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UP NEXT 

Angels (Tyler Skaggs, 5-4, 3.08) vs. A’s (Chris Bassitt, 0-1, 1.29), Friday, 6:30 p.m., Fox Sports West, KLAA 

(830 AM) 

 

          FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Angels pitcher Tyler Skaggs practicing a little swagger 

By Jeff Miller 

At times he has flashed the arsenal of an ace, Tyler Skaggs finally healthy enough to fully explore the 
potential that made him a first-round draft pick. 

He already has an ace’s attitude, something the Angels embrace given that belief in a game based on 
failure can be as fragile as the average elbow ligament. 

And when it comes to the brittle nature of elbow ligaments, well, the Angels are entirely too well 
versed. 

“If you watch the games, I sometimes have bad antics out there,” Skaggs explained. “I strike someone 
out and I’m kind of bouncing off the mound, feeling good.” 

Ah, bad antics? 

“Not bad antics, really, but more like you struck someone out and you’re kind of strutting around,” he 
said. “Every pitcher does it. I think I’m sometimes a little more noticeable.” 

True, but then everything about Skaggs is becoming a little more noticeable, the left-hander performing 
at a level superior to anything he has shown since making his big league debut with Arizona in 2012. 

Entering his start Friday against Oakland, his 3.08 earned-run average is more than a run below his 
career average. 

Skaggs already has won as many times as he did in 26 starts the past two years combined. His next 
victory will be his sixth and that will mark a single-season high. 

“With Tyler, we’ve seen a constant growth in confidence,” manager Mike Scioscia said. “This guy’s 
worked so hard to get back to where he was and even a little above that now.” 

Skaggs started June with emphatic victories over Texas and Minnesota — one earned run allowed in 13 
innings — pitching with minimal room for error as his teammates scored only five times for him. 

His emergence comes at a point where even the most optimistic Angels fans not only consider the glass 
half-empty but also see it as scheduled for an MRI to check for tears. 
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The Angels opened spring training with such a surplus of starters that they were willing and able to 
approximate Shohei Ohtani’s workload in Japan by going to an occasional six-man rotation. 

Here it is, only mid-June, and injures have claimed Ohtani, Matt Shoemaker and JC Ramirez, with the 
latest health questions surrounding Garrett Richards. That’s nearly half of the nine starters who were 
projected as possibilities back in February. 

Pitching deep into games and doing so on less rest is the assignment the remaining starters seem to be 
facing at the moment, although three off days before the All-Star break should help. 

Still, for a team that has lost four in a row, each defeat marked by a start that was, for various reasons, 
lacking, the Angels are looking at a situation where their rotation could be stressed even more. 

“Right now, I don’t think that’s the pressing issue,” Scioscia said. “The lingering effect of maybe not 
having as much rest can show up later in the season. But let’s get there and see where these guys are.” 

Still only 26 — he’ll turn 27 next month — Skaggs has endured everything from elbow ligament 
replacement surgery to biceps tendinitis to a flexor tendon strain to a torn oblique. 

He was only 17 in 2009, when the Angels drafted him in the first round out of Santa Monica High. 

The team eventually sent him to the Arizona Diamondbacks in a deal that brought Dan Haren, then 
reacquired him in the Mark Trumbo trade. 

Skaggs arrives now at what will be just his 71st career start possessing the experience of an 
accomplished veteran, if not the resume of one. He’s still pursuing his first winning season, a 5-5 finish in 
2014 is as close as he has come so far. 

“I’ve had some success and some struggles,” Skaggs said. “I went to some deep places when I was 
injured, just dealing with everything. I’ve been through some highs and lows, for sure.” 

It’s quite possible that he’s on his way to his tallest peak yet. Skaggs has had six quality starts this 
season, not including what must be one of the highest-quality nonquality starts in baseball. 

On April 10 in Texas, he needed 114 pitches to grind through five, one-run innings that came during a 
stretch when the bullpen was gasping for rest. 

Two weeks later, Skaggs produced seven stellar innings in a 2-0 victory over the Houston Astros and 
Gerrit Cole, a game after which he announced, “That’s what you live for.” 

Pitching for the 2018 Angels has, at times, been a test of patience, this lineup so streaky that even Mike 
Trout went hitless in 21 at-bats. 

During one stretch, the Angels lost four consecutive starts in which Skaggs allowed two runs three times 
and one run once. 
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He said his faith never has faded, not when he’s enjoying sustained health and a repertoire that now 
includes an approach-expanding changeup. 

“When you go out there, you have to have confidence in yourself,” Skaggs said. “If you don’t have 
confidence, it’s tough to pitch.” 

During baseball’s “Players Weekend” last season, Skaggs played with “Swaggy” arched across the back 
of his jersey. 

With his occasional “bad antics,” the nickname seemed to fit, even if it actually was a lighthearted nod 
to Nick Young — a.k.a "Swaggy P" — who used to play for the Lakers, Skaggs’ favorite NBA team. 

Either way, a reference to swagger made sense. 

“Pitching with emotion is nice,” Skaggs said. “If I don’t pitch with emotion, I feel like I’m not being very 
real. If I was just a robot out there, I wouldn't feel like myself.” 

So far this season, Skaggs clearly is feeling like himself. Himself and maybe a little more. 

 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Trout's greatness could be beyond explanation 

By Joe Posnanski 

The challenge is to explain the greatness of Mike Trout. Many have tried. Few, it seems, have broken 

through. There's a general consensus that Trout is the best player in baseball and has been for a while 

now … and somehow he is STILL underrated. 

How is this even possible? 

A few years ago, when trying to explain how underrated Darrell Evans was as a player, Bill James came 

up with 10 characteristics for an underrated player. In my view, five of the 10 apply to Trout. 

No. 1: Specialists and players who do two or three things well are overrated; players who do several 

things well are underrated. 

-- Yes. The thing that makes Trout special, almost unique, is how good he is at every single aspect of 

baseball. Sure, you know Trout hits (.307 lifetime average), hits for power (leads the Majors in homers 

this years), runs (13 steals this year with zero caught stealing) and plays great defense (he decided to 

pick up his defense during the offseason and is now playing the best center field of his career). 

http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
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But he does other stuff, too. He walks a lot -- leading MLB in walks this season for the third time. He's 

impossibly consistent -- finishing first or second in the MVP voting every full season he has played (and 

finishing fourth last season after appearing in just 114 games). He's constantly looking to improve, as 

seen by his defensive improvement this year and his decision to walk more after his rookie year. 

No. 2: Driving in runs is overrated; scoring runs is underrated. 

-- Trout has led MLB in RBIs, but the three times he finished second in the MVP voting, he did not drive 

in 100 RBIs, which might or might not have made the difference. Meanwhile, he has led the Majors in 

runs scored four times, and is leading again this year. 

No. 3: Players who play for championship teams are often overrated; players who get stuck with bad 

teams are often underrated. 

-- Here's the big one. There simply has not been a player, probably in any sport, who was as good as 

Trout has been for the last seven years and has been stuck on such dreary teams. He's been in the 

playoffs once, and his team was quickly swept out of the playoffs without winning a game. 

Most of those on the ubiquitous "greatest player without a championship" lists -- Charles Barkley, Elgin 

Baylor, Ty Cobb, Dan Fouts, Ken Griffey Jr., Dan Marino and so on -- were at least periodically given a 

CHANCE at a championship. Not Trout. Yes, you can point to Ernie Banks winning those back-to-back 

MVP awards for the woebegone Cubs in the late 1950s and early 1960s. Trout has been even better 

than Banks for even longer. 

You never hear the guy complain about that or anything else. But Trout is a living testament to one of 

those things that's more true about baseball than any other sport, I think: One player can't make a team 

win, no matter how good he is. 

No. 4: Players who are glib and popular with the press are sometimes overrated, while players who are 

quiet are sometimes underrated. 

-- Bill is quick to point out that this factor is sometimes overstated, but I suspect Trout's quiet, nice-guy, 

workmanlike, just-play-ball demeanor does sometimes make people overlook him. It's the same reason 

that, historically, many have overlooked the remarkable Stan Musial. 

No. 5: Players who play in parks which do not favor their skills are always underrated. 

-- This one's easy to miss. Angel Stadium is a pitchers' park. Some years, it's a pretty extreme pitchers' 

park. Trout for his career hits 11 points better and slugs 17 points higher on the road. That's not a huge 

difference, but remember that hitters are almost always better at home. You would expect a hitter to 

get some sort of home-field advantage. Put Trout in Yankee Stadium (where in 20 games he is hitting 

.368 and slugging .776), and his already amazing numbers would probably jump into the impossible 

zone. 
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Those five things might help explain why Trout hasn't broken through as a cultural icon and American 

idol, but we still have not done a good enough job getting at just how incredible Trout is. 

What if we used Wins Above Replacement? That's always a good fallback for explaining Trout because it 

measures the complete ballplayer. Not even halfway through Trout's age-26 season -- remember, 

please, that while Trout has been the game's elite player since 2012, he is basically the same age 

as Aaron Judge -- he has 60.2 WAR. 

Is that a lot? Yeah. It's a lot. Trout already has more WAR through age 26 than Yogi Berra, Vladimir 

Guerrero, Willie Stargell and Tony Perez had in their entire careers. By season's end, assuming he stays 

healthy, you would expect him to roar by Billy Williams, Dave Winfield, Willie McCovey, Andre Dawson 

and Craig Biggio. 

There's something here worth going into a little bit deeper. There are, I think, maybe 15 players in the 

last 80 or 90 years who, as they turned 30, had at least a chance to be the greatest player in baseball 

history.* 

*Non-Babe Ruth division. Ruth is too iconic to even be in the conversation. 

Most WAR through age 30 since the time of Ruth: 

1. Mickey Mantle, 84.8 

2. Alex Rodriguez, 80.5 

3. Albert Pujols, 73.8 

4. Hank Aaron, 73.7 

5. Ken Griffey, 70.7 

6. Eddie Mathews, 68.3 

7. Willie Mays, 68.3 

8. Barry Bonds, 66.4 

9. Stan Musial, 64.8 

10. Frank Robinson, 63.9 

11. Ted Williams, 63.4 

12. Rickey Henderson, 61.5 

13. Trout, 60.2 

14. Al Kaline, 59.9 

15. Johnny Bench, 59.6 

To these, you might add Joe DiMaggio or Cal Ripken or Carl Yastrzemski, though "greatest ever" might 

have been tough for different reasons. In any case, all of them were in position when they turned 30 to 

be at the very top. Some faded. Some got hurt. Mays and Aaron kept going -- Musial and Williams were 

also awesome after 30 -- and as such, they are generally in the conversation for greatest ever. 

http://m.mlb.com/glossary/advanced-stats/wins-above-replacement
http://m.mlb.com/player/592450/aaron-judge
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
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Trout, as you can see, is on this list … AND HE'S STILL NOT 27 YEARS OLD. Forget passing everyone on 

this list -- he absolutely will do that if healthy. He actually has an actual chance to have 100 WAR by the 

time he's 30. 

But maybe you don't like WAR. As Heavy J wrote on Twitter: "Avoid WAR and advanced analytics. Give 

us something we haven't seen and that my 10-year-old would enjoy." 

OK, Heavy ... let me tell you about "Black Ink." Though it sounds very dark artsy, it's actually not an 

advanced analytic the way you might think of one. Black Ink simply refers to the times when a player 

leads the league in a category (you know how they will show that number in bold letters in the stats ... 

that's Black Ink). 

Bill James came up with Black Ink but it's one of his less involved, more fun inventions. He thought it 

would be a cool way to predict Hall of Fame chances. He'd give players four points for every time they 

led the league in something people thought was hugely important, like batting average, homers or RBIs. 

He'd give three points for something a little bit less regarded like runs scored or hits, two points for stuff 

like doubles or stolen bases, and one point for the baseline stuff like games played. 

Pretty cool, right? 

Trout -- and please do not forget, do not ever forget, that he's 26 years old -- scored 38 on the Black Ink 

measurement. Already. How good is that? 

The average Hall of Famer scores 27 on Black Ink. 

This is beyond crazy … and this is what you get when through age 25, you've already led your league in 

RBIs, stolen bases, runs (four times), walks (twice), slugging percentage (twice). He doesn't even get any 

points for leading the league in on-base percentage twice. 

If Trout maintains his lead in all the categories he's leading right now, his Black Ink at year's end will be 

48, which will move him ahead of Tris Speaker, George Brett, Rod Carew and, believe it or not, Pujols. 

Can I please repeat that he's 26 years old? 

Heavy J's 10-year-old son: Are you impressed? 

What else can I tell you? 

Trout is not really known for his basestealing. And he's STILL stealing bases at an 85 percent clip for his 

career; this is second all-time among players who have attempted 200 steals. 

If Trout wins the MVP this year -- by WAR nobody is even close to him right now -- he will be the 

youngest player to ever win three MVP Awards. Add in that he probably should have won one or two 

more. 

Trout's OPS+ -- that is to say, his OPS adjusted to league and ballpark -- is tied for fifth all-time. The other 

five: Ruth, Williams, Bonds, Lou Gehrig, Rogers Hornsby. 
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And I'm spent. I asked people on Twitter for help to explain how great Trout is. I didn't get exactly the 

kind of answers I thought I would … but they were pretty good just the same: 

Nato Coles: "He's the Beatles, and he's the Rolling Stones." 

Matt Schlichting: "It's as if Alexander the Great lived another 30 years, didn't drink, selected an heir 

before dying and was a five-tool center fielder." 

Scott Brady: "If you artificially created a baseball player in a lab with the DNA of Mickey Mantle, Bo 

Jackson and Barry Bonds, you'd end up with Mike Trout." 

Scott: "If Mozart was a baseball player, he'd be Mike Trout." 

Even with all that, it still seems like we're underrating Trout … and here's why. Because he's getting 

better. That's the craziest part of all. He came into this season already in the stratosphere with the all-

time greats. And he's hitting better and with more power, he's getting on base more, stealing bases with 

impunity, playing defense better -- it's awe inspiring. There are no limits. 

 

5 AL West players poised for turnarounds 

By Jane Lee 

Is the West the best? In the American League, perhaps so. The defending World Series-champion Astros 

remain the team to beat, but the Mariners are on a magic-carpet ride, while the Angels hang tough and 

the A's straddle .500. 

At this point, at least four of the five teams have a reasonable chance at being on top by season's end. A 

Wild Card spot is also likely inevitable for one of them, adding that much more intrigue to an already 

appealing race. 

The weeks that precede the July 31 Trade Deadline will be crucial for all involved. Some of the game's 

best talent resides in the AL West, but supporting casts could be the difference-maker, bringing 

attention to a handful of players who have unexpectedly been mired in slow starts. 

A look around the division at one player from each team who should be expected to turn things around 

as the season progresses: 

Angels: Kole Calhoun  

Calhoun has been a key part of the Angels' core since becoming an everyday player in 2014, but the 30-

year-old endured an uncharacteristically slow start to the season, batting just .145 with a .374 OPS and 

one home run over 50 games before landing on the disabled list with a right oblique strain on June 2. 

Calhoun began a rehab assignment with Triple-A Salt Lake on Wednesday, and his offensive track record 

suggests he's due for a turnaround. Between 2012-17, the left-handed-hitting Calhoun batted .261 with 

http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
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a .755 OPS and averaged 15 homers per season. The Angels have badly missed Calhoun's usual 

production, as their .434 OPS in right field is the lowest mark in the Majors. 

Astros: Carlos Correa  

The All-Star shortstop got off to a quick start by hitting .315 in April, but trudged through a rough May, 

during which he hit .192 with 29 strikeouts in 99 at-bats. He was hitting .208 with five homers and 14 

RBIs in 101 at-bats before missing four games from June 7-10 with a side injury. 

Correa helped the Astros to the World Series title last year by batting .315/.391/.550, hitting a career-

high 24 homers with 84 RBIs in his second full season in the big leagues. He started for the AL in the All-

Star Game. 

Athletics: Matt Joyce  

Joyce entered his 10th big league season riding a career .243 average and .340 on-base percentage, but 

he has not performed up to the standard he maintained for much of his first nine years. Before the 

veteran outfielder hit the disabled list with a lumbar injury on June 3, he was hitting .196/.308/.369 with 

seven homers. He totaled a career-high 25 home runs in 2017 after signing a two-year deal with the A's. 

Though his overall numbers are well below his career averages, Joyce was contributing off the bench 

before he hit the DL, picking up five hits in 13 at-bats for a .385 average in such situations. Joyce could 

remain in a bench role once healthy. 

Mariners: Kyle Seager  

Seattle has gotten off to a hot start despite the 80-game suspension of Robinson Cano and some early 

struggles from Nelson Cruz and Seager, their biggest and best-paid hitters. Cruz has gotten back on track 

in the past few weeks and Seager -- one of the more consistent performers in baseball over his seven-

year career -- figures to heat up before long. 

The 30-year-old is running well below his career batting average of .261, dropping as low as .220 on 

Seattle's most recent road trip, though his power production has been good; he's on pace to hit about 

30 homers and drive in 100 runs. Seager has been playing outstanding defense, and look for the average 

to climb soon as he traditionally warms with the weather. His best month average-wise is July, in which 

he's posted a career line of .299/.369/.482. 

Rangers: Rougned Odor  

Odor can get turned around after his slow start. The Rangers have a lot at stake here because he is 

signed for four more years at $40.5 million beyond this season. Odor has shown some good signs lately. 

He is hitting .268 with a .359 on-base percentage in his last 16 games. Overall he was hitting .218 with a 

.303 slugging percentage. He also has just one home run in 42 games and was sidelined from April 10 to 

May 11 with a strained left hamstring. 

Odor's best season was 2016, when he hit .271 with 33 home runs, 88 RBIs and a .502 slugging 

percentage. Last year he hit .204 with 30 home runs, 75 RBIs and a .397 slugging percentage. The 

Rangers also have shortstop Elvis Andrus coming off the disabled list on Monday, and Jurickson 

http://m.mlb.com/player/621043/carlos-correa
http://m.mlb.com/player/459964/matt-joyce
http://m.mlb.com/player/572122/kyle-seager
http://m.mlb.com/player/429664/robinson-cano
http://m.mlb.com/player/443558/nelson-cruz
http://m.mlb.com/player/596059/rougned-odor
http://m.mlb.com/player/462101/elvis-andrus
http://m.mlb.com/player/595777/jurickson-profar
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Profar has played well in his place. So did Isiah Kiner-Falefa when he filled in for Odor at second base 

and at third for Adrian Beltre. The Rangers are going to be looking for playing time for both Profar and 

Kiner-Falefa. This is going to be an interesting situation to watch given the Rangers' long-term 

commitment to Odor. 

 

                 FROM THE ATHLETIC       

Stark: The Useless Info Dept., Klubot Edition 

By Jayson Stark 

A teenager has a wild night in the Bronx!…A guy gets drummed out of town (twice) for hitting a game-

winning slam!…Two of baseball’s biggest stars get ejected – from games they were already out of! 

All of this and more…in this week’s edition of the Useless Information Department. 

KLUBOT THE STRIKE MACHINE 

Once upon a time, historians tell us, Corey Kluber walked an actual human being who was holding a bat 

in his hands. Must have been an accident, we’re sure. Or a missed call. But you could look it up. It really 

did happen. 

Almost a month and a half ago. 

That was May 8! (Fourth inning. Milwaukee’s Domingo Santana. Full count – of course.) 

“But as you know,” former Indians reliever and current Fox Sports Ohio analyst Jensen Lewis told 

Useless Info this week, “a lot has happened since then.” 

Yep. That’s a fact. Since Corey Kluber’s last walk… 

— There have been an astounding 3,067 walks issued in the big leagues by pitchers not named Corey 

Kluber. 

— And 490 different pitchers not named Corey Kluber have combined to issue those 3,067 walks. 

— And 32 of those pitchers have walked at least five hitters in a game. 

— Meanwhile, J.D. Martinez has made 14 home run trots. 

— Jean Segura has gotten 55 hits. 

— The Indians have scored 166 runs and gotten almost 300 hits (296). 

http://m.mlb.com/player/595777/jurickson-profar
http://m.mlb.com/player/643396/isiah-kiner-falefa
http://m.mlb.com/player/134181/adrian-beltre
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— In non-baseball developments, Justify won two legs of the Triple Crown, LeBron James scored 371 

points in 11 playoff games and Braden Holtby, trusty Capitals goalie, made 301 saves in 12 playoff 

games. 

— The Cubs’ Tyler Chatwood issued 30 walks! 

— And Corey Kluber has faced 168 hitters – and walked none of them. 

Very cool. And totally amazing. So naturally, nobody can get Kluber to stop talking about it, because … 

oh, wait. We got mixed up. We mean nobody can get him to start talking about it. 

“Yeah, he hasn’t changed,” Jensen reported. “He still says about six or seven words a day, although I 

think he might be up to about 11 now. He’s always been the silent assassin, you know.” 

Well, the silent assassin is doing stuff that’s pretty astonishing, even for him. So here are a few tidbits 

you might want to file away on Kluber’s five-week boycott of ball four: 

CY MADDUX – Even Cy Youngs don’t go out and rip through 168 hitters without a walk every year, 

friends. In fact, the Elias Sports Bureau tells us that only one reigning Cy Young has ever had a longer 

walk-less streak. 

Here’s a shocker alert: It was Greg Maddux (190 in a row) in 1995. Perfect. 

“If you put those two guys side by side,” Jensen said, “and you looked just at their two-seam 

fastballs…that’s what (Kluber’s) two-seamer would remind me of. It moves so much like Maddux’s.” 

Agreed. But in other news, the LaMarr Hoyt Fan Club would want us to note here that Hoyt also had a 

168-hitter no-walk streak for the White Sox in 1984, the year after he won the Cy Young. So he and 

Kluber are tied – for another few hours anyhow. 

CY-ONARA, APRIL – We’re not sure what got into Kluber in April. But he somehow issued nine walks in 

six starts before May. Since he flipped that calendar page, though, he’s been Klubot the Strike Machine. 

Eight starts…208 hitters…56 strikeouts…and one walk! 

According to Elias, no pitcher has had any span of eight starts with that many strikeouts and that few 

walks since the mound moved to 60 feet, 6 inches. That was in 1893! 

So honestly, if you were going to design an R2D2 pitch-bot built to throw strikes, wouldn’t he look a lot 

like this? 

“I call him Optimus Prime,” Lewis said, of his favorite cinematic robot superhero. “I’d feel bad for the 

hitters if baseball ever goes to robot umpires… if they ever make a robot strike zone, he’s going to 

exploit it – because he certainly is part robot.” 
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(The Bob Feller Fan Club may not be aware that Feller – the certified Greatest Indians Pitcher in History 

– once had an eight-outing stretch in May of 1937 in which he issued 37 walks! Whereas Kluber didn’t 

issue 37 walks all last season. But we digress.) 

BACK-TO-BAAAA…AW, NEVER MIND – As we were gearing up to write this ode to Klubot the Strike 

Machine, we noticed something. Last Sunday in St. Louis, Cardinals ace Carlos Martínez walked back-to-

back hitters in three different innings – in the same game. 

So when, we wondered, was the last time Corey Kluber walked two hitters in a row? Well, we sure hope 

you care about that, too, because we wasted way too many valuable minutes of our theoretically 

valuable life looking into the answer to that very question. 

And the answer is…Kluber hasn’t walked back-to-back hitters since (ready?) Game 4 of the 2016 ALCS 

(Troy Tulowitzki, Russell Martin). That was 49 starts – and 1,156 hitters – ago! 

Yep, you read that right. This man has faced more than 1,100 hitters since the last time he walked two 

of them in a row. And the last time he did it, it was the first start on short rest of his career. So it almost 

doesn’t count (…almost). 

“Wow. I’m trying to process that,” Lewis said, after we delivered that tidbit. “I’m glad you told me that 

while I was sitting down.” 

Now logically speaking, this is where we should be jumping in to concede something along the lines of: 

Sooner or later, we know Kluber is eventually going to walk somebody. But hold on. Can we be sure of 

that? He is, after all, Klubot the Strike Machine. If anyone can go the rest of the season and walk zero, 

why not Corey Kluber? 

“Boy, I don’t know about zero,” Jensen Lewis said with a laugh. “But I’ll tell you what. If he does walk 

zero, you could officially start investigating with the people at NASA – to see if he’s from another 

planet.” 

DREAM TEEN OF THE WEEK 

Two months ago, Juan Soto was playing his road games against the Columbia Fireflies and Lexington 

Legends. This week, he was playing his road games at Yankee Stadium. And if you were thinking it must 

be hard to be a teenager facing the Yankees in New York, well… hahahahaha. 

Just so you know, Juan Soto never had a two-homer game in the Sally League. He never had a two-

homer game in the Gulf Coast League. He never hit two home runs in any road game as a professional 

baseball player, in any league. 

Until he showed up in the Bronx this week. 

Then he hit two home runs in one game at Yankee Stadium on Wednesday. At 19 years, 231 days old. 

Seriously? 
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We have some thoughts about Juan Soto and his two-home run game. Like these, for instance. 

— Most of us refer to the place he hit those home runs as the “new” Yankee Stadium. But this guy is so 

young, the “new” Yankee Stadium has been around for as many seasons of his life (10) as the “old” 

Yankee Stadium. 

— The last teenager to hit two home runs in a game at Yankee Stadium (any of them) was Andruw 

Jones. That was in Game 1 of the 1996 World Series. We’re guessing Juan Soto doesn’t remember that 

game real well – since he was still 735 days away from making his debut. On Planet Earth. 

— In a couple of months, the Yankees will honor the 20th anniversary of their iconic 1998 championship 

team. We’re thinking Soto doesn’t have a lot of warm, nostalgic feelings about that team, either – since, 

as the Voice of the Yankees, Michael Kay, pointed out Wednesday, the evening’s home run hero was 

born four days after that team finished off its World Series sweep of the Padres. 

—  Besides Jones, just one other player younger than Soto has ever hit two home runs in a game against 

the Yankees. That would be Ken Griffey Jr. Some folks still call him “The Kid.” So how old does it make 

you feel to know that Soto missed being born for Griffey’s game, too (on May 30, 1989) – by a mere 

3,435 days? 

— Did you know that Albert Pujols, Mike Trout, Adrián Beltré, Nelson Cruz, Justin Upton, Adam Jones, 

Vladimir Guerrero and Frank Thomas (just to drop a few cool names) never hit two home runs in any 

game they ever played at Yankee Stadium (any of them)? But Juan Soto did – four months before he’ll 

even turn 20. 

— In the last 100 years, 173 teenagers not named Soto, Andruw or Griffey have made it to home plate in 

a game in New York. Exactly two of them hit two home runs in a game there – in any park: Mets icon Ed 

Kranepool at Shea (on Aug. 14, 1964) and White Sox outfielder Brian McCall at the old Yankee Stadium 

(on Sept. 30, 1962). Best we can tell, Juan Soto’s father wasn’t even alive to see either of those two 

games. 

— And did you know there are seven other active players who made their debut in the big leagues as 

teenagers? But the only two who even hit two homers in a season while they were still in their teens 

were Bryce Harper (19) and Adrián Beltré (7). 

— Finally, there’s this classic note from Stats LLC on what transpired Wednesday in the Bronx. Yankees 

phenom Gleyber Torres is 21 years and 6 months old. Juan Soto is 19 years and nearly 8 months old. 

They each homered in that game – at a combined age of 41 years, 48 days old. 

— That’s the youngest total age for two opponents who homered in the same game since Egyptian 

Healey (birthplace: Cairo – Illinois) and Mike Tiernan did that in a game between the Indianapolis 

Hoosiers and the New York Giants on May 19, 1887. Egyptian Healey later got traded, by the way – to 

the Washington Nationals (no relation). 

THE RUTHIAN SEASON THAT NEVER WAS 
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Only five men have ever hit 60 home runs in a season. You know their names. Ruth. Maris. McGwire. 

Sosa. Bonds. 

J.D. Martinez may never join that group. But he has a definite shot to join another 60-Homer Club that’s 

kind of cool. We call it … 

The 60-Homer Seasons That Never Were. 

The reason we can’t officially call them “seasons” – even though they last a full year – is that the time 

frame in which these men hit 60 homers runs from one All-Star break through the next year’s all-star 

break. There are currently six fabled sluggers in this club. And if J.D. doesn’t join them in the next 

month, we’ll be deeply disappointed. 

Since last year’s all-star break, you see, Martinez has bopped 53 home runs – 31 in the second half last 

season, 22 so far this season. He has 28 games left until this year’s break. He has thumped 10 homers 

just in his last 24 games. And he’s rolling. So if all goes well, he’s got this. 

But what has he got? Excellent question. If we eliminate the, ahem, usual suspects (Bonds, Sosa and 

McGwire, who combined to do this seven times), just three men in the history of all-star breaks have 

had one of those 60-Homer Seasons That Never Were. Bet you can’t guess all three! 

Albert Belle (1995-96): 63 

Ken Griffey Jr. (1996-97): 61 

José Bautista (2010-11): 61 

The near-misses — Mickey Mantle, Rocky Colavito, David Ortiz, Miguel Cabrera — might be even more 

fun than the guys who did it. But as magical as those names are, it’s that other group that holds the 

allure. So for J.D. Martinez, the magic number is seven. We’ll be counting along with him at home. 

HOW THE RAYS ARE BREAKING PITCHING, PART 498 

Just for the record, we’ve got nothing against those Tampa Bay Rays. They’re doing what they have to 

do to survive the season with the collection of pitchers they’ve got. They pose no threat to modern 

civilization, despite what you might have discerned from, say, Twitter. 

But there’s also this: As we’ve mentioned before, they’re breaking pitching. 

Or they’re breaking all the pitching stats, anyway. And here’s where that has led them: 

THE NO-NO-HITTER WATCH: Their “opener” du jour Tuesday, Ryan Stanek, zipped through a six-up, six-

down outing. Then he did what Rays “openers” so often do after six hitters. He exited – but not before 

he became the sixth Rays “starter” to give up no hits in a game this year. And that, ladies and 

gentlemen, is the all-time record for most “starts” in a season with zero hits allowed sort of thing. (The 

old record, of five, was previously shared by Babe Ruth’s 1919 Red Sox and Justin Nicolino’s 2017 

Marlins.) 
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ROMO WASN’T BUILT IN 24 DAYS: Meanwhile, there’s the true star of this roller coaster of a “rotation,” 

Sergio Romo. You never know where you’ll find him these days. First inning? Ninth inning? About six 

different innings in between? Sounds like an office pool waiting to happen. 

In the 3 ½ weeks from May 19 through Tuesday, Romo just spun five “starts” and two saves off his funky 

statistical assembly line. And here’s how rare that is: 

According to Elias, that made him the first pitcher with that many “starts” and that many saves in a span 

of 24 days since Woodie Fryman also had five starts and two saves for the Expos in September of 1976. 

Bet you never thought you’d see Sergio Romo compared to Woodie Fryman, now did you! 

That’s all this week from the office of broken pitching stats. 

GRAND SLAMMER OF THE WEEK 

On our list of the toughest things to say in life, two things stand out (mostly because they make the rest 

of this note possible). 

There is how to say thank you… 

And there is how to say goodbye. 

Luckily, you don’t have to express your heartfelt appreciation to us for passing along those valuable life 

lessons. For all the vivid evidence you need, just look up Ji-Man Choi, formerly of the Milwaukee 

Brewers. 

Last Saturday, all Choi did for the Brewers was hit a go-ahead pinch grand slam in the sixth inning. What 

a moment. 

Last Sunday, all the Brewers did for him was announce that A) they were sending him to Colorado 

Springs and then, a few hours later, that B) they were trading him to Tampa Bay. 

So we know what you’re thinking (and, undoubtedly, what he was thinking): Has anyone ever hit a 

game-winning pinch slam one day and then gotten traded the next? 

Not an easy question to answer, frankly. But we still ran that question past the Elias Sports Bureau this 

week. And they did remarkable work. 

Want to take a guess at how many players Elias found since 1900 who have ever hit a pinch slam in their 

final game for any team? (They left score, inning and all other assorted plot lines out of the research.) 

Right you are. That would be none. Until Ji-Man Choi came along. So he’s the first player of modern 

times to be a pinch-hit grand-slamming kind of hero one day and a bound-for-some-other-team kind of 

guy the next day. 

So congratulations, Ji-Man. And please enjoy your flight to Durham. 
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YOUR USELESS INFO OF THE WEEK 

— From our Name Game Department: Thanks to the Pawtucket Red Sox for pointing this out. Their 

starting pitcher last Saturday was Josh Smith. Their starting pitcher Sunday was Josh Smith. They are not 

the same person. But they are the only two Josh Smiths currently pitching in professional baseball. Don’t 

get the scouting reports mixed up! 

Here’s to Doug (Kernels) Kern for catching this one: Tuesday in Arizona, Starling Marte (Pirates) had a 

homer and double. Ketel Marte (Diamondbacks) had a triple and single. That does not count as a cycle. 

But it’s definitely a Marte Party. 

And June 7 in Texas, we had a game in which Cole beat Hamels – and also in which Gerrit beat Cole (if 

you’re into first names). 

— Until this week, Madison Bumgarner had never been ejected from a game in 10 big-league seasons. 

Chris Sale had been ejected from just one game (brawl-related) in nine big-league seasons. Then in a 

span of 48 hours, they both got tossed – from games they were already out of! 

Their “mistake?” They reviewed the work of their favorite home-plate umps – a little too loudly, 

apparently – on their way to the dugout after being taken out of those games. And both got the thumb. 

You can’t make this stuff up. 

— Last Friday, Klay Thompson won an NBA title with the Warriors. But did he have a more impactful 

game that night than his brother? Also on Friday, the White Sox won their first 1-0 game at Fenway Park 

since July 21, 1989. The only run was driven in by … Trayce Thompson. Just putting it out there. 

STRANGEST BUT TRUEST FEATS OF THE WEEK 

— Don’t try this at home, but the Phillies kicked off the ninth inning Tuesday by allowing five straight 

hits to the Rockies – and yes, they still won (5-4). Here’s how tough that is: The Phillies have won 5,642 

games since World War 2 – and Elias reports this was the only one in which they gave up five straight 

hits to start the ninth. 

— Strangest But Truest Jacob deGrom note of the week, courtesy of ESPN Stats and Info’s Paul Casella. 

Jacob deGrom has the best ERA in the majors (1.55). The Mets are 5-9 when he starts. 

Lucas Giolito has the worst ERA in the majors (7.09). The White Sox are 5-8 in his starts. 

This is pretty much impossible. Don’t you think? 

— Another Reason We Make Fun of Wins: Blake Snell just made back-to-back starts for Tampa Bay 

against the Mariners. We don’t advise using “Wins” to measure them. 

JUNE 3 – Strikes out first seven hitters he faces. Whiffs 12 in 6 2/3 shutout innings. 

JUNE 9 – Faces 27 hitters, strikes out one. Gives up seven hits and two walks in six innings. 
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He got a “Win” in one of those starts. Yessir. It was not the first one. Baseball! 

— From our friends at @HotStoveStats: Last Sunday, Charlie Morton became the third pitcher in the last 

110 years to hit at least four batters and walk at least six in the same outing. The others: Steve Sparks 

(1999) and Tommy Byrne (1950). 

You know what else those three had in common? Their teams won all three games. Baseball! 

— On the other hand… for the first time in his career, Mike Trout just had back-to-back multi-homer 

games this week. You know what those two games had in common? The Angels lost both of them. Last 

AL player to pull that off, according to Stats LLC: Gary Geiger, of the 1963 Red Sox. 

—  White Sox third baseman Matt Davidson on Opening Day in Kansas City: 3 HR 

Matt Davidson in 23 home games this year: 1 HR 

Baseball! 

— And finally, here’s one more from those Strange But True Phillies: You might have thought the first 

Phillie to get three extra-base hits in a game this season would be, oh, Rhys Hoskins, Carlos Santana or 

Odúbel Herrera. Nope. It was… Jesmuel Valentín. 

Who had zero extra-base hits in his big-league career – and then went double, double, 

homer Wednesday night. 

Baseball! 

 

       FROM ESPN.COM       

Moving on without Ohtani, overrated stars and MLB's next big thing 

By Bradford Doolittle 

While you've been admiring ESPN's MLB home page this season, you've probably noticed the Ohtani 
Tracker. We even gave it its own place on the menu bar, right between "MLBRank Top 100" and "More." 
It's an auspicious presentation. 

The Ohtani Tracker has been a little quiet lately, given that Sho-Babe Ruth-tani hasn't hit since June 4 or 
pitched since June 6. Worse, as of this writing, we don't know if he's going to do either, both or neither 
again during the 2018 season. It's a limbo likely to dangle over us for the next few weeks. 

The story of Shohei Ohtani has been unbelievably compelling. Here is a 23-year-old bidding not just to 
work regularly as both a starting pitcher and a designated hitter, but to do both at an elite level. This 
isn't a Brooks Kieschnick situation, where a fringe player is leveraging his unusual versatility to shore up 
two end-of-the-roster spots for a team, thus creating an opening for someone else. The hope for Ohtani 

https://twitter.com/HotStoveStats
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23026169/the-shohei-ohtani-experience-keep-track-angels-phenom-two-way-quest
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23026169/the-shohei-ohtani-experience-keep-track-angels-phenom-two-way-quest
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39832/shohei-ohtani
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was to be the offensive complement to Mike Trout the Angels sorely needed, while heading up a 
rotation that lacked an ace. 

For two months, it went better than anyone could have expected. At the plate, Ohtani had a .907 OPS 
and six homers while displaying top-shelf power on contact and an advanced approach. According to Bill 
James Online, only three Angels have posted more offensive win shares than Ohtani, even though nine 
of them have had more plate appearances. Meanwhile, he has posted a 3.10 ERA on the mound with 61 
strikeouts over 49 1/3 innings. Only Tyler Skaggs has more pitching win shares on Los Angeles' staff. 

Alas, Ohtani's unquestioned early success only whetted our appetites. We want more. We want it now. 
Can he win 10 games and hit 10 homers in the same season? Only Babe Ruth did that, and he only did it 
once. Now, though, Ohtani is injured and may be looking at surgery. His season might be done, leaving 
us with only a glimpse of what he might've otherwise accomplished in an unforgettable rookie 
campaign. 

If Ohtani is done, the season is ruined. Except: It's not. 

For years, as the popularity of baseball and its place in contemporary culture have been discussed, there 
has been a persistent line of thinking that MLB, like its NBA brethren, needs to do a better job of 
promoting its stars. Make the sport more personality-driven. We look at rankings of the most popular 
athletes and see how a retired player like Derek Jeter remains the most recognizable baseball player and 
something seems askew. 

There is something to that thinking. It would clearly be good for the game if its stars were a little more 
embedded in the collective cultural consciousness. However, it's a challenge because of the nature of 
the sport. 

For one thing, there is only so much any player, even Trout, can do on a nightly basis. In the NBA, if 
LeBron James is playing, you know you're likely going to get 27 points, 9 rebounds and 9 assists. That's 
an average, but it's one that adheres closely to nightly reality. Maybe he goes off for a special night, 
maybe he has an off-night. Either way, as long as James is playing, you know he's going to be a fulcrum 
on which the game teeters. 

That is not really true in baseball, especially when it comes to position players. Trout might have a big 
night. He's more likely to have one than anybody else. But he might also go 2-for-4 with a walk, all 
coming with the bases empty and all resulting in a left on base. It's a good night, but it might not have 
impacted the game that much, because the impact is so dependent upon what the rest of the team 
does. And Trout may well have an 0-fer -- he has had 25 hitless games already this season. And Trout is 
the best player in the world, having what could end up as the best season anyone has ever had. It's the 
nature of baseball. 

In basketball, if you buy a ticket to a game because James is in town and you want your kids to see him 
play, but arrive at the arena only to find out he's being rested, you feel hoodwinked. In baseball, star 
players are rested sometimes and star pitchers only go once every five days. People show up at the park 
for the atmosphere and the team. Obviously they want to see Trout, or Ohtani or Aaron 
Judge or Mookie Betts or Sean Doolittle (hey, we all have our reasons), but the experience of attending 
the game is not all that dependent on who is playing in it. Bad teams are harder to watch than good 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23561838/los-angeles-angels-shohei-ohtani-experiment-just-working-perfect
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31221/tyler-skaggs
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33192/aaron-judge
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33192/aaron-judge
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33039/mookie-betts
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30283/sean-doolittle
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ones, but that has to do more with the stakes of the game, not so much who is or isn't in the lineup on a 
given day. 

In other words, relax, because whatever happens with Ohtani, the 2018 season will be fine. It will be 
incredible. The postseason will be one we never forget. There will be pennant races and great individual 
achievements and heartbreaking injuries. 

Just off the top of my head: 

• Races! The Yankees and Red Sox are poised to give us a real pennant race for the first time since, well, 
that's hard to say. It's all but impossible for two teams to win 100 games and one of them miss the 
playoffs. Before the second wild card, teams could win 100 games and not win the division but still make 
the playoffs. Now, though, winning a wild card puts you in that coin-flip game. You'd rather be in that 
game than miss the playoffs, but if you're going to the postseason, you want to skip the win-or-go-home 
game if you can. It might not be the Dodgers-Giants in 1951 or the Twins-White Sox-Tigers-Red Sox in 
1967 or the Braves-Giants in 1993, but we could have a 100-win team playing the coin-flip game, and 
two 100-win teams trying like hell to avoid it. That should lead to some tense Yankees-Red Sox action 
down the stretch. 

• Trout! Did I mention Trout might be on his way to the best season anyone has ever had? We've been 
discussing this for a month now and his pace only hastens. Right now, Trout is on pace for 13.4 WAR, 54 
homers, 106 RBIs, 131 runs and 31 steals. And if you think the RBI pace is low, consider that Trout has a 
1.184 OPS with runners in scoring position but has been walked nearly a third of the time in those spots. 
Can you blame the pitchers? 

• Scherzer! Putting pitcher WAR in historical context is tough because of the evolution of workloads, 
but Max Scherzer is second to Trout, with a pace of 11.0. His other per-162 paces: 25-5, 2.00 ERA and 
354 strikeouts. We are watching a Hall of Fame career coming into full bloom. 

• Trades! Manny Machado will most likely be playing for a non-Baltimore team two months from now, 
and the team he joins will tack a few points onto their probability of winning this year's World 
Series. Josh Donaldson could be on the move. So, too, might Jacob deGrom, or at least that's been 
bandied about lately in the whisper mill. DeGrom, about the only good thing going for the Mets, just 
reached the ace tier in my starting pitcher ratings, giving us a magnificent seven in that group. 

That's just the tip of the iceberg. Yes, we want Ohtani back, but if we don't get him, we will be just fine. 
Because we still will have baseball, and with that comes the magic of limitless possibility. 

What the numbers say 

Overrated ... and underrated stars 

The other day, I wrote a story about the Atlanta Braves. It was a pretty long story, and even though I'm 
the one who wrote it, there were a couple of words that stuck in my craw -- "criminally underrated." 

Those words were in reference to the Braves' Freddie Freeman, who has continued to climb the WAR 
leaderboard with another hot streak. He's currently second to Scherzer in the National League, putting 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23520017/los-angeles-angels-mike-trout-pace-greatest-season-mlb-history
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28976/max-scherzer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31097/manny-machado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29563/josh-donaldson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32796/jacob-degrom
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23761888/atlanta-braves-followed-1990s-blueprint-building-emerging-contender
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/atl/atlanta-braves
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30193/freddie-freeman
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him in contention for a serious run at the MVP trophy. Freeman also is the runaway leader in the early 
NL All-Star balloting, not just at first base but among all players. That would indicate Freeman isn't 
underrated at all, much less criminally so, but nevertheless, that's been Freeman's calling card for a 
number of years. Underrated. 

The "overrated" and "underrated" labels are an easy device for a sportswriter because they are 
inherently subjective. But can they be quantified? Can we know if a player crosses over from one to the 
other? 

Part of it depends on who is doing the rating. If it's a bunch of Atlanta baseball fans, chances are 
Freeman has not been underrated at all. If it's the American baseball fan writ large, then we might be 
able to use All-Star voting to determine whether a player is appropriately recognized, though there are 
plenty of nonperformance factors at play. Alas, I can't really test this idea because, best I can tell, there 
isn't a good database for historical All-Star voting. 

That leaves us with the other group that does plenty of rating: media hacks like me. While we do plenty 
of rating in all the various forms of media, we also do some ratings that have real-world consequences: 
awards voting. And, thanks to the sublime Lahman database, I was able to grab historical awards voting. 

After pulling up the voting data, I adjusted each season's MVP votes to put it on the same scale of the 
current era, where we have two voters in every city and a first-place vote is worth 14 points, giving us a 
420-point maximum for any player. I decided to focus strictly on the integration era, or since 1947. 

Using Fangraphs.com, I created a database of WAR numbers for every player since 1947. This step won't 
thrill everyone, but that's what I did. However, it's important to acknowledge that this method does not 
imply WAR is a perfect metric for determining a league's most valuable player. It's a tool, a good one, 
but should be looked at in conjunction with other factors. 

For each season and for each league, I ranked the players by WAR and assigned them the number of 
MVP points they "should" have had by using the 14-9-8 system, modified so the top 40 players in a 
league have at least one "should" point. From there, it was just a matter of looking at the differences. If 
a player had more actual MVP points than he "should," then he has been overrated, and vice versa. Now 
for the results, or at least the highlights. 

• On both a per-season and cumulative basis, the most underrated player since 1947 has been Willie 
Mays. Over his career, Mays should have had 5,198 MVP points. He actually had 2,550, a shortcoming of 
120 points per season. Mays won the MVP award in both 1954 and 1965, but he led the National League 
in WAR nine times. In 1956, Mays ranked second in WAR but finished just 17th in the balloting. Yes, I 
realize WAR did not exist in 1956, but there were other subtle indications of Mays' excellence that 
season, like 36 homers, 40 steals, a .557 slugging percentage and more walks than strikeouts. 

• The most overrated player on a per-season basis is active: Colorado's Nolan Arenado. Do I agree with 
that? Not really, but this result did make me look at Arenado's Coors Field-inflated numbers with some 
fresh eyes. I'd still like to have him on my team, especially doing his Brooks Robinson routine at third 
base. 

http://www.seanlahman.com/baseball-archive/statistics/
http://www.espn.com/blog/sweetspot/post/_/id/53505/friday-reading-list-bill-james-hates-war
http://www.espn.com/blog/sweetspot/post/_/id/53505/friday-reading-list-bill-james-hates-war
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/split.fcgi?id=arenano01&year=Career&t=b#hmvis::none
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• The most overrated player on a cumulative basis has been Juan Gonzalez, likely because WAR is not 
swayed by flashy RBI totals. I have no problem with this result. 

• Among active players, the most underrated has been ... no, it's not Freddie Freeman, the reason for all 
this trouble in the first place. In fact, this method suggests Freeman has been treated just about right by 
MVP voters over the years (207 expected points; 285 actual). No, on a per-season basis, it's Clayton 
Kershaw. If you don't like a pitcher getting this nod, then it's Chase Utley. Kershaw and Utley are also the 
answers for being underrated on a cumulative basis. Now, armed with that knowledge, Utley and 
Kershaw can sit together in their Dodger Stadium clubhouse and grumble. 

Since you asked 

A Brave new world 

Braves general manager Alex Anthopoulos took the Atlanta job last fall either in the best of, or the worst 
of, circumstances. His predecessor, John Coppolella, along with a couple of his assistants, were banned 
from baseball for misdeeds in the international player market. And the Braves subsequently had to 
relinquish their rights to 13 prospects. Still, he joined an organization brimming with talent. We've seen 
some of that talent hit the ground running this season, as the Baby Braves remain in the thick of the 
playoff race into the middle of June. 

Anthopoulos is a Montreal native who got his start with the Expos, before going on to become the 2015 
American League Executive of the Year with the Blue Jays. After that, he became part of the braintrust in 
Los Angeles under Dodgers vice president of baseball operations, Andrew Friedman. Now, Anthopoulos 
is tasked with returning the talented Braves to the glories of their 1990s and early 2000s predecessors. I 
had a chance to chat with him during my recent trip to Atlanta, a period in which he was hard at work 
with his staff in preparation for last week's draft. 

When it comes to the draft, I'm interested in how things evolve when it comes to someone who's 
been in your position for a while now. I assume that you develop certain traits that you identify in a 
younger talent that you are attracted to, but does it become easier or harder to filter through guys? 
Do you have to guard against becoming too set in the criteria that you use? 

Alex Anthopoulos: In theory, the longer you do it, you should be better, just from experience, you've 
made more mistakes so there is more to learn from. The only caveat to that is there is so much more 
information right now that can really paralyze your thought process. We can overcomplicate things. 
There has always been psychological tests and so forth, but now we just have more. On the one hand, it 
should only help you inform your decision. You're trying to separate guys, and having all of this data is 
great. But knowing how to weight it, that's really challenging. But it would be an interesting study: Are 
we [as an industry] better in the draft than we were 20 years ago or 10 years ago? Do we have a higher 
rate of return with the higher picks? 

When you took over in Atlanta and had a chance to do an evaluation of the talent on hand, how did 
that inform the way you approached the offseason in terms of immediate objectives? 

When I got the GM job in Toronto, I had been in the organization a long time. I was an assistant GM, I 
was in scouting, so I knew the organization up and down. I knew the players, I knew the staff. Even 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28963/clayton-kershaw
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28963/clayton-kershaw
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/5383/chase-utley
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though, on one hand, I came into this job with experience, I had never experienced coming into a brand 
new organization with no ties, no relationships. The role of general manager and the responsibilities 
that come with it, I was familiar with that. I knew what to expect. But the new organization, I wasn't. So I 
actually reached out to a few GMs that had gone through the same thing, that had come to brand-new 
organizations and asked if there was anything they would change, anything they would do differently in 
hindsight. I think I spoke to three of them. And all three of them told me, you know what, I just wish I 
had moved a little slower. They all said they moved on a player more quickly than they should have 
because they didn't know the player as well as they could have. 

"Look, young players -- some perform, some get hurt, some regress. All of a sudden, we might have a 
lot more holes at the end of 2018 than we thought we did."Braves GM Alex Anthopoulos 

You're always anxious. You want to make the team better. All I knew from the outside was that there 
was a lot of young talent here. All the previous regimes and scouting departments had done a fantastic 
job collecting and accumulating a lot of talent, even though the team wasn't winning at the big-league 
level. It was just a matter of, let's make sure we are not too quick to dismiss ... someone. Let's give the 
young guys as much opportunity as we can. 

When I look at rosters, I always look at breakout and collapse potential and even tried to incorporate 
that into my simulation model. How important is the variability that comes with young teams when 
you are talking about "surprise" teams in one form or another? 

When I talked to everyone in the organization, going through reports, and on the phone, there wasn't 
really a consensus on every player. I could talk to 10 people, and five would say this player is going to be 
a star, and another five would say, "We're not sure, the jury is still out." There was never really a 
consensus. So even though I didn't know the evaluators, wasn't necessarily familiar with the information 
that we had internally, there was still [much] undecided internally. So that was a big part of it, looking 
around and giving guys opportunity and saying, "We're going to find out who is part of this core, and 
who isn't." At least we would have a much better indication. We were going to want as much payroll 
flexibility as possible going forward because, look, young players -- some perform, some get hurt, some 
regress. All of a sudden, we might have a lot more holes at the end of 2018 than we thought we did. We 
may have fewer. The hope is, and we're still not there yet, is that we fill as many positions on this team 
as possible internally. That will just free up dollars for us to do other things, whether it's in the free-
agent market or the trade market. 

Conversely, what if our young players don't take a step? What if they regress, or there are injury 
concerns? We've got an elite-level player like Freddie Freeman, a stud defender like Ender Inciarte -- we 
have players that we still want to capitalize on. How can we continue on to take a step in 2019? That's 
where the payroll flexibility is going to come in. Right now, two months in, [Ozzie] Albies looks 
outstanding. Dansby Swanson has been very good. Johan Camargo has been coming on. [Austin] Riley is 
in Triple-A, so we feel good about that spot ... I can go through the whole team, but it could have gone 
the other way. We just didn't know, but 2018 was a critical year for us to find out what we had. 

Coming right up 

Here's to the next 1,000 ... 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31327/ender-inciarte
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34895/dansby-swanson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33741/johan-camargo
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The Angels have six games scheduled between now and next Friday's column. If Mike Trout plays in 
them all, then when the Angels take on Toronto at home next Thursday, Trout will be making his 1,000th 
appearance in a big-league uniform. Suffice to say, it's been a grand grand for Trout. 

Including the 40 games Trout played when he broke into the majors in 2011, he has played less than 
seven full seasons and he missed 48 games last season because of an injured hand. (Please don't let 
your stars dive into a base.) Officially, though, he's in his eighth season. According to baseball-
reference.com, only Ted Williams, Albert Pujols and Mickey Mantle had more WAR than Trout over the 
first eight seasons of a career. If Trout maintains his 2018 pace, he'll easily pass Pujols and Mantle. 

Williams (72.6 WAR) is safe, but because of the time he missed flighting fighter planes in World War II, 
he was 30 by the time he finished his eighth season. Pujols was 28. Meanwhile, Mantle, like Trout, was 
just 26. What a player. Can't wait to see what happens over the next 1,000. 

 

      FROM NBC SPORTS        

Major League Baseball attendance continues to fall  

By Craig Calcaterra 

The owners meetings wrapped up today and, while there wasn’t much in the way of actual decisions 
and high-level news to speak of, Eric Fisher of Sports Business Journal says that, according to Rob 
Manfred, attendance is down 7% this year compared to last year. 

While earlier in the season some of this falloff could be chalked up to bad weather, the weather has 
improved but the attendance has not. Fisher says Manfred “signals [a] new concern that are other issues 
[are] at play besides rain/cold.” 

There wasn’t much followup on that and I’ve not seen any reporting with expanded comments from 
Manfred on this score, but I don’t think we should really be surprised. 

At present there are ten teams — one third of the league — with double digit deficits in divisional races. 
For most of them it was pretty obvious this would be the case well before the season began due to 
tanking or rebuilding or whatever you want to call it. Everyone expected them to be bad and they are 
bad, so why would people want to go see them? Major league front offices seem hellbent on cutting 
salaries and fielding quad-A teams, so they should probably expect minor league attendance too. 

Meanwhile, ticket prices remain pretty dang high, even for the tanking teams. Indeed, heading into this 
year, total MLB attendance has fallen in five of the past six years, while ticket prices have held steady or 
have gone up. You don’t need a Masters in economics to understand that if your product is becoming 
less attractive and you’re losing customers, keeping your prices steady or even raising them is not going 
to bring you more customers. 

I suspect Major League Baseball has chosen to ignore the realities of the supply-demand curve because, 
despite fewer customers, revenues have continued to rise. They’ve done so because MLB has worked 

https://twitter.com/EricFisherSBJ/status/1007311945870036994
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hard to develop revenue streams that are independent of attendance alone. On one level this is good. 
Financial diversification is a good thing! But as MLB chases dollars from places other than ticket-
purchasing fans — places such as corporate sponsorships and partnerships, which  have exploded across 
the baseball landscape in recent years — they don’t have to be as attentive to the fans as they might 
otherwise be. And I don’t think they have been, again, based on ticket prices aimed at average fans, as 
opposed to wealthy fans. 

Which, hey, if that’s what MLB wants to focus on, they can focus on it. It’s their business and the money 
seems to be pretty good these days. 

Still, at some point you have to think about the future, do you not? To ask whether or not the kid who 
might get into a game on a cheap ticket today might not buy 100 tickets a few years down the road. To 
ask whether, to lure that kid in, more teams ought to try putting a respectable product on the field 
rather than make promises of better teams years down the line, when that kid may have moved on to 
other things. To ask whether, in the meantime, those ticket prices couldn’t be a little lower to make up 
for that inferior product and to deal with all of those other things which compete for would-be fans’ 
attention. To ask whether the concentration on revenues over getting butts in the seats might not hurt 
Major League Baseball more down the road than they seem to think it will. 

 

 

      FROM CBS SPORTS        

A's, Angels both hope to turn things around 

OAKLAND, Calif. -- Two teams reeling after getting swept by clubs ahead of them in the American League 
West look to get things going in a positive direction at the other's expense when the Los Angeles Angels 
and Oakland Athletics open a three-game series Friday night. 

By STATS 

OAKLAND, Calif. -- Two teams reeling after getting swept by clubs ahead of them in the American League 
West look to get things going in a positive direction at the other's expense when the Los Angeles 
Angels and Oakland Athletics open a three-game series Friday night. 

The Angels won five of seven from the A's in March and April, including three of four in Oakland to start 
the season. 

Left-hander Tyler Skaggs (5-4, 3.08 ERA), who contributed to the Angels' early run against the A's with an 
impressive outing in the second game of the season, will get the call in the series opener against 
Oakland right-hander Chris Bassitt (0-1, 1.29). 

The Angels have lost four in a row, the last three in Seattle, since Skaggs last pitched on Saturday at 
Minnesota. The 26-year-old won that game 2-1, giving him consecutive victories in which he allowed just 
one run in 13 innings. 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/OAK/oakland-athletics
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He's gone just 1-4 with a 5.08 ERA in six career starts against the A's. 

The Angels limp into Oakland at the end of a nine-game trip on which they've gone 2-4 so far. They are 
currently without shortstop Andrelton Simmons, third baseman Zack Cozart, outfielder Kole Calhoun 
and outfielder/pitcher Shohei Ohtani. 

The club promoted David Fletcher from Triple-A to replace Simmons, and the 24-year-old banged out 
three hits in his major-league debut Wednesday at Seattle. 

But with Cozart, who had moved to shortstop while Fletcher manned third base, having injured his 
shoulder in the game, it's possible the rookie will find himself at shortstop at some point in this series. 

It's not exactly the way Angels manager Mike Scioscia had envisioned using the young player upon his 
initial call-up. 

"It's not ideal to have young players who aren't out there hitting every day," Scioscia said of Fletcher's 
current status. "But there is still a role for them to help us win games." 

The A's enter the series relatively healthy, but a bit shaken emotionally after getting shellacked three 
straight at home by Houston. Oakland had won three of four from Kansas City to begin a 10-game 
homestand. 

Bassitt will look to end the losing streak with a performance similar to the one he put forth Saturday 
upon being called up from Triple-A. 

In his first major-league game since 2016, he limited Kansas City to one run and three hits in seven 
innings in a 2-0 loss. 

The 29-year-old hasn't seen the Angels since 2015, when he faced them twice, including a September 
start in which he yielded six runs in 3 2/3 innings in an 8-1 loss. 

Bassitt logged an 0-1 record and 9.53 ERA in those two appearances. 

The A's were outscored 26-11 in the Houston series, with Khris Davis accounting for a majority of the 
offense with three home runs among five hits. He scored five times and drove in three. 

Davis' home run Thursday was his 20th of the season, giving this series two of the AL's four sluggers with 
20 or more homers. The Angels' Mike Trout leads the league with 23. 

Oakland's Matt Chapman left Thursday's 7-3 loss with a sore right hand. The A's were awaiting the 
results of an MRI before determining his status for the Angels series. 
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       FROM YAHOO! SPORTS      

How 2018 could produce the best and worst individual baseball seasons of all 
time 

By Jeff Passan 

Eleven years ago, The Washington Post arranged an experiment. Joshua Bell, one of the finest violinists 
in the world, would play during the morning rush at a subway stop, and the Post would chronicle what 
happened. For 43 minutes, Bell busked as more than 1,000 people walked by. Almost nobody stopped. 

Maybe it was the myopia of the daily commute, the monotony of every trip, every step, every moment 
feeling the same, that caused those people to walk by Joshua Bell that day. None, after all, could fall 
back upon the iPhone-zombie defense; the first version of the device wouldn’t arrive for another six 
months. 

The likelier culprit is the simplest excuse: that for all the praise we’re capable of lavishing, all the 
shackles we wear as prisoners of the moment, all the searches we enlist to find the biggest and best and 
ultimate, human beings can be horrible at recognizing brilliance when it stares them directly in the face, 
ignorant to the very thing they spend all that time seeking. 

This is the only reasonable explanation for why nobody seems to be noticing that Mike Trout is nearly 
halfway to what might be the greatest season in baseball history. 

Awfulness, on the other hand, should be obvious. It is a punch to the face, a roadkill skunk, a cloud of 
pepper spray meeting mucous membranes, a guitar plugged into an amp cranked to 11. Greatness can 
traffic in the margins, manifest itself subtly. Awfulness is visceral, punitive, palpable. 

Which is what makes baseball so confusing. On any particular night, Mike Trout, who is the best baseball 
player in the world, and who is off to a pretty good start if he has intentions of being the best baseball 
player ever, is capable of looking awful. Perhaps that is the moral of this story, that it is easy to get 
caught up in one game or two games or even 10 games, but that greatness and awfulness in baseball 
exist over months, day after day, those games piling up so quickly that it takes an active interest to 
detect their cumulative enormity. 

And that may go a long way to explaining why just as few people seem to be noticing that Chris Davis is 
nearly halfway to what might be the worst season in baseball history. 

***** 

It is June 15, and anybody who dare declare best and worst of anything on June 15 ought to come armed 
with a caveat, so here goes: All of the following is premised on what has happened over the first 2½ 
months of the 2018 season continuing to happen over the final 3½ months. And an infinite number of 
things can conspire to keep that particular destiny from being fulfilled, so if one wanted to deem this 
wish-casting, it would be difficult to argue. 

https://sports.yahoo.com/ncaab/players/146403/
https://wapo.st/2y9v6j7
https://wapo.st/2y9v6j7
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8285/
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Still, Major League Baseball has been around for more than 140 years. Nearly 20,000 players have 
accumulated more than 16 million plate appearances. The game has bred greatness and awfulness and 
everything in between. The notion that the very best and very worst seasons by a hitter would take 
place in the very same year, after the tens of thousands of individual seasons before it, is nothing short 
of incredible. That it’s even a possibility is a marvel. 

Trout’s end isn’t altogether surprising. At 26 years old, he is in the midst of his prime during an era 
where the ball is flying like never before. He possesses rare power, plate discipline and speed. He plays 
center field for the Los Angeles Angels and plays it well. If a player of this era were to challenge Babe 
Ruth for the greatest season ever, the overwhelming favorite would be Mike Trout. 

That Chris Davis finds himself slumming among the dregs of the sport, on the other hand, almost defies 
belief. 

Only 18 men in baseball history have hit at least 53 home runs in a season. Chris Davis is one of them. In 
the 2013 season, he joined a group that includes Babe Ruth, Mickey Mantle, Barry Bonds, Alex 
Rodriguez, Ken Griffey Jr., Hank Greenberg and others whose struggles, whenever they cropped up, 
were mitigated by a swing that could send baseball over a fence. The home run does not provide 
immunity to baseball’s vagaries. It is one hell of a bulwark. 

The closest comparable to what is happening to Davis is Ryan Howard, who hit 58 home runs in his 
finest season. A decade later, Howard couldn’t scrape his batting average above .200, barely walked, 
struck out about a third of the time he stepped to the plate and fielded at first base as though his shoes 
were tied together – all with a salary of $25 million. But he never stopped hitting home runs. He 
managed 65 hits in his last major league season; 25 of them were homers. Howard was bad. He just 
wasn’t all time. 

Davis’ situation today is dire. He is in the third season of a seven-year, $161 million contract that the 
Baltimore Orioles should be able to write off as a donation to charity. In 57 games, Davis is batting .150. 
He has struck out 86 times in 229 plate appearances. His on-base percentage is .227. So is his slugging 
percentage. It is so bad that a bar near Camden Yards is offering free shots to patrons if Davis simply 
gets a hit. 

Nobody in baseball history has qualified for the batting title with offensive numbers as poor as Davis’. 
Not the slap-hitting shortstops of yesteryear, not the defense-only catchers of the old days – no one, 
and not by any measure. Advanced metrics like wRC+ and wOBA – weighted runs created-plus and 
weighted on-base average – agree: Davis has been worse than even Hal Lanier in 1968. 

Lanier was one of those slap-hitting shortstops. His .461 OPS in 1968 is the lowest in the live-ball era. In 
his career, he played nearly 1,200 games and hit eight home runs. Davis once hit eight home runs in an 
11-game stretch in 2016. Less than two years later, he’s threatening to join Lanier and even Jim Levey, 
the St. Louis Browns shortstop who in 1933 had what is typically regarded as the worst season in 
baseball history. 

Baseball-Reference.com says Levey was worth -3.9 Wins Above Replacement that year, meaning a 
Triple-A-caliber player would have been an All-Star comparatively. FanGraphs concurs, saying Levey lost 
the Browns a full four wins that season, in which he hit .195/.237/.240 in 567 plate appearances. 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/laa
https://yhoo.it/2JPrBzL
https://yhoo.it/2JPrBzL
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Already Baseball-Reference has Davis at -2.1 WAR and FanGraphs at -2.0, and the questions about his 
ability for futility are two-fold. Can he possibly continue to play this poorly? And will the Orioles keep 
running him out if he does? 

As for the former, Davis combines a pair of attributes that make it possible: the worst strikeout rate in 
the league (37.6 percent) and an incredible capacity to be neutralized by the infield shift. Of the 975 
pitches Davis has seen this season, 920 have been against a shifted infield, according to Statcast. In 
those at-bats, Davis is hitting .145 and slugging .228. As low as he has gone, Davis still will not deign to 
bunt and beat the shift. His last bunt single was July 27, 2016. 

Pride – and a faculty for still hitting the ball hard on occasion – keeps Davis swinging and praying. The 
Orioles, cognizant they owe him not just through the expiration of his contract in 2022 but all the way 
through 2037, with $42 million of it deferred, would prefer something substantive. It is only mildly 
cynical to see the Orioles in the oddest win-win possible: If Davis keeps playing and hits, maybe they can 
salvage him, and if he doesn’t, it won’t hurt their cause as they slop their way to the worst record in 
baseball and the No. 1 pick in the 2019 draft. 

The hope is that the power returns, that wherever it went, however it disappeared, it finds its way back 
into Davis’ bat. Of his 31 hits this season, only four are home runs. Starting at 7:14 p.m. PT on Monday 
and ending at 9:24 p.m. PT on Tuesday, Mike Trout matched that number. Two games, four home runs 
and the personification of a season that somehow keeps getting better. 

***** 

On Wednesday, after Mike Trout singled and doubled in his second and third at-bats, the Seattle 
Mariners gave up trying to get him out. With a runner on first and two outs in the sixth inning, they 
intentionally walked Trout. With the bases empty and two outs in the eighth, they intentionally walked 
him again. When the game ended, Trout was hitting .314/.444/.686 with 23 home runs. His 56 runs led 
the league. So did his 56 walks. He had stolen 13 bases and not been caught. 

We don’t just take Trout’s greatness for granted. It has become so customary that a player putting up 
Ruthian numbers fails to register on a national level, which says something about baseball, yes, but 
about Trout, too. Ruthian, by the way, is not merely an adjective trying to make a point here. Trout is 
literally threatening to dethrone Babe Ruth as the single-season king. 

Ruth’s 1920, ’21 and ’27 seasons are arguably his best known, but FanGraphs and Baseball-Reference 
agree: His greatest year came in 1923, when they said he was worth 15 WAR and 14.1 WAR, 
respectively. Today, through 69 games, they’ve got Trout at 5.7 WAR and 6.1 WAR. Extrapolate that over 
162 games, and his Baseball-Reference WAR of 14.3 would usurp Ruth’s record that has held for nearly a 
century. 

Trout needs to keep up a pace he simply hasn’t kept over a full season to do so. He has had slightly 
better 69-game stretches than this run. In 2013, he slashed .382/.502/.602, and last year he had a wOBA 
of .474 over 69 games compared to this year’s .463, and he’d still need to keep running perfectly and 
flashing a well-above-average glove in center, and this conversation is totally absurd, you know, and 
really kind of unfair to Trout if not for the truth, which is that he warrants it. We’re not just talking about 
Babe Ruth. We’re talking about every player ever. About Bonds and Mantle, Mays and Williams, Aaron 
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and Gehrig, Cobb and Hornsby, Musial and DiMaggio. Take every one of them, and take their best 
season, when they were at the absolute height of their powers, and right now, June 15, 2018, Mike 
Trout is on pace to have a better season than that. 

Whatever Trout wants to do, he does. He stopped stealing bases a few years ago. He started again and 
now swipes them with the dexterity of a seasoned Tinder user. Never, over 69 games, has he swung at a 
lower percentage of pitches outside the strike zone, showing his command over the plate is only 
improving. He’s barely swinging and missing, either, with only a recent fit pushing him past his career 
low. When he does swing, he’s hitting the ball hard nearly 50 percent of the time. 

It’s to the point now where words trying to describe Trout follow a formula. At the beginning of the 
season, it’s about how he’s the best, and then a few weeks in, it’s all, he’s actually even better this year, 
and then a couple months go by, and he’s really better, and by the four-month mark, it’s amazing how 
he’s maintaining, pushing, endlessly dissatisfied enough to look at whatever minuscule flaw he may have 
and rid himself of it, and then the end of the year arrives and he’s got 10 WAR again and he’s right back 
atop the all-time cumulative-WAR leaderboard for players his age. 

Whether it’s because Trout doesn’t play on the East Coast or reveal a considerable amount about 
himself or ooze charisma, the coverage of his exploits, as NBA player Frank Kaminsky lamented 
Wednesday, feels insufficient. He’s not wrong. There are only so many ways to say a guy is great. At 
some point, it’s on the rest of the world to recognize it. 

***** 

In the story about Joshua Bell playing his Stradivarius for waves of people who never bothered to stop, 
the writer, Gene Weingarten, asks: “What is beauty?” For baseball, it’s that place where greatness can 
commingle with its inverse – where Chris Davis gets a hit that gets a whole bar a little more buzzed or at 
least puts up a fight in search of it. And it is that 93 games remain on the Los Angeles Angels’ schedule – 
93 chances to watch Mike Trout play, to understand his excellence, even if he is awful for 10 or 15 or 
maybe even 20 of them. 

It is this sport that can make one man look like a hero and another like a fool and you can’t say for 
certain which will be which on any particular night. Trout and Davis are more alike than the numbers 
ever will say: hunting for an advantage, holding on to the ones they’ve got, just trying to win the day. 
The difference between them isn’t even a hit a game. 

And yet here we are, all those tens of thousands of seasons in between them, at the polar end of the 
spectrum that is baseball. Maybe the best. Maybe the worst. As well worth watching as they’ve ever 
been. 
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       FROM BLEACHER REPORT      

The Biggest Trade Needs for Each 2018 MLB Contender* 

By Zachary D. Rymer 

Major League Baseball's July 31 trade deadline is drawing ever closer, so contenders had better get their 
shopping lists ready. 

In case they need it, we're here to provide help. 

We'll look at the biggest trade needs for each of the 17 contenders—any club over .500 or, apart from 
the woeful Minnesota Twins, within five games of a playoff spot—around MLB. These are weaknesses 
that stick out like the sorest of thumbs and for which there are no readily available in-house solutions. 

Los Angeles Angels: Left-Handed Hitter 

Even if he doesn't need to have Tommy John surgery, Shohei Ohtani and his wounded elbow cast a 
shadow over the Los Angeles Angels offense and pitching staff. 

The latter should have enough depth the soldier on. The former? Less so. The Angels offense was top-
heavy to begin with. With Ohtani out, it's basically up to Mike Trout and Justin Upton to carry the load. 

Ohtani's absence also threatens to expose the lack of lineup balance. He had been the only productive 
left-handed presence in a sea of right-handed batters, after all. 

The catch is the Angels lack obvious places to install a new left-handed bat, but there are ways they can 
make do. 

Moustakas, for example, could platoon with Zack Cozart and Albert Pujols at third and first base. Rather 
than trust that Kole Calhoun (oblique) will put his early-season slump behind him when he comes off the 
disabled list, the Angels could go for a new regular in right field such as Scott Schebler or, at worst, Jay 
Bruce. 

The sooner the Angels act, the better. Neither the AL West race nor the wild-card race will wait for 
them. 

*Article cut to only include Angels-related material.  

 

 

 

 

http://bleacherreport.com/mlb
https://www.mlb.com/news/angels-gm-disputes-ohtani-surgery-report/c-280772440
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       FROM THE JOURNAL SENTINEL     

16 years after winning a World Series, Jarrod Washburn coaches Webster to 
state title 

By Mark Stewart 

GRAND CHUTE – A World Series champion in major-league baseball, Jarrod Washburn is now a state 
champion. 

A 12-year veteran pitcher who was part of the Anaheim (now Los Angeles) Angels world 
championship in 2002, Washburn coached his alma mater, Webster, to the WIAA Division 3 state 
championship Thursday. The Tigers defeated St. Mary Catholic, 8-2, at Fox Cities Stadium. 

This is Washburn’s sixth year coaching high school ball. He started has the head coach of the 
Siren/Webster Co-op team and continued as Webster's coach when the co-op split three years ago. 

Webster (27-3) scored four times in the top of the sixth to break open a tie game. Seniors Hunter 
Gustafson and Trenton Wols and junior Brad Sigfrids drove in runs during the deciding inning in which 
the Tigers roughed up three Zephyrs pitchers. 

The victory culminated an impressive four-year rise for Webster. As part of the co-op in 2015, the 
team went 8-11. In its first year back as a stand-alone program, Webster went 12-11 and finished fourth 
in the Lakeland West. It went 21-7 last season and made its first state appearance before bowing out in 
the semifinals. 

This year the team finished No. 1 ranked in the state coaches poll and featured a heaving hitting lineup 
led by Gustafson, who was hitting .489 heading to state and Washburn’s son, Jack, a junior who was 
hitting .446. 

“I’m just as happy for these kids as I was when I won (the World Series),” said Washburn, who last 
played in 2009. “I couldn’t be more proud of these kids.” 

The Tigers struck first with a run in the first inning that came home on Jack Washburn’s sacrifice fly. 

The Zephyrs came back in the bottom of the inning with two runs, but Webster tied the game in the 
third on a sacrifice fly by freshman Carsen Stenberg. 

That set the stage for the sixth inning when the team strung together five straight hits. Three went for 
extra bases. Jack Washburn, an Oregon State recruit, started the stretch with a triple. Gustafson 
followed with a single to left center. After a double by junior Hunter Rosenbaun, Sigfrids’ triple brought 
home the second and third runs of the innings. Wols capped the rally with a single that brought in 
Sigfrids. 

St. Mary Catholic, meanwhile, managed just three hits. 
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Jack Washburn pitched five innings and struck out 11 before giving way to his brother, Owen, a 
freshman who didn’t allow a hit and took of the game’s final out by snaring junior Drew Zimmer infield 
pop up to end the game. 

“Our pitching has pretty much led us,” Jarrod Washburn said. “We’ve hit the ball  well. We’ve played 
great defense, but our pitching has been our signature this year. 


