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2010-Joey Votto wins the National League Most Valuable Player. 

MLB.COM 
Inbox: Winker over Hamilton in leadoff spot? 

Beat reporter Mark Sheldon fields Reds fans' questions 

 

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com | @m_sheldon | November 21st, 2017 + 55 COMMENTS 

 

Do you think Jesse Winker is a better option for the leadoff spot than Billy Hamilton based on his plate discipline and on-base 

percentage? 

-- Jon S., Franklin Furnace, Ohio 

 

It's a worthy question to debate. Winker excelled at getting on base during his limited big league time as a rookie in 2017, batting 

.298/.375/.529 with seven home runs in 137 plate appearances. In six Minor League seasons, he's at .298/.398/.449. For his five 

Major League seasons, Hamilton slashes .247/.298/.334. 

 

Clearly the one way Hamilton easily outshines Winker is speed. Hamilton has stolen 55 or more bases each of the past four seasons. 

If he can't steal a base, he can disrupt pitchers and defenses and can often score from first base. But as has been said multiple times, 

Hamilton can't steal if he doesn't get on base. If Winker is a regular outfielder next season, perhaps the Reds could consider batting 

Hamilton ninth and Winker at the top of the order. That would make for an interesting combo. 

 

I understand that Justin Turner of the Dodgers was first drafted by the Reds. He led the Dodgers this year in batting average and 

OBP. Who did the Reds get in a trade for Turner? 

-- Tom E., El Paso, Texas 

 

Turner was a seventh-round pick of the Reds in the 2006 Draft. During the Winter Meetings of 2008, he was one of two Minor 

Leaguers sent to the Orioles, along with Ryan Freel, to bring catcher Ramon Hernandez to Cincinnati. Turner's career took him to 

the Mets from 2010-13 after he was claimed off waivers. Things didn't really click for him until he joined the Dodgers as a free 

agent, just before Spring Training 2014. Now 32, Turner seems to fit the late bloomer profile. 

 

Do you think the club will make Joey Votto available for trade? He seems to be a square peg on a table full of round holes. I 

recognize the intangibles he provides (clubhouse, attendance, etc.), but based on his salary, are the Reds really ready to contend 

before another couple of seasons? Also, due to the above, he also is taking up a position that others could start their career at. 

Thoughts? 

-- Neb, Pasadena, Calif. 

 

The short answer is no. I'm sure the club would listen to any offer that came their way. But Votto holds all the power with a no-trade 

clause, and quite simply, he doesn't want to leave the Reds. Salary-wise, Votto will earn $25 million per season from 2018-23, and 

if he continues to produce the way he did in 2017 (two points shy of being National League MVP), he could provide fair value for 

that salary when the Reds are ready to contend as salaries around the Major Leagues continue to escalate. As for blocking others, 

who would you rather have at first base over Votto and the numbers he produced this past season? 

 

Do you think the Reds are going to be active in the free-agent market looking for pitching help? 

-- Garrett J., Virginia Beach, Va. 

 

Reds general manager Dick Williams often uses the word "opportunistic," when it comes to how the club will approach the market. 

They could use a veteran that can be counted on for deep starts and to fill the innings gap amid the young pitchers and the 

experienced players returning from injuries. Williams happens to like the cadre of young hurlers that had some success last season 

in Luis Castillo, Sal Romano, Tyler Mahle and Robert Stephenson and still believes in Amir Garrett, Jackson Stephens and others. 

If a veteran emerges later in the offseason who can work both as a starter or long reliever -- a Scott Feldman type, if not Feldman 

himself -- I could see Cincinnati being active. But do not expect any large expenditure for top-tier starters or relievers. 



Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball 

or its clubs. 
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WCPO 
Joe Morgan urges voters to keep steroid users out of Cooperstown 

Jay Cohen | Associated Press , WCPO Staff 

2:28 PM, Nov 21, 2017 

4:56 PM, Nov 21, 2017 

 

A day after the Hall revealed its 33-man ballot for the 2018 class, the 74-year-old Reds great argued against the inclusion of players 

implicated during baseball’s steroid era in a letter to voters with the Baseball Writers’ Association of America. The letter was sent 

Tuesday using a Hall email address. 

 

“Steroid users don’t belong here,” Morgan wrote. “What they did shouldn’t be accepted. Times shouldn’t change for the worse.”  

 

Morgan he doesn’t speak for every member of the Hall, but that many of them share his opinion. 

 

Hall voters have been wrestling with the issue of performance-enhancing drugs for several years. Baseball held a survey drug test in 

2003 and the sport began testing for banned steroids the following year with penalties. Accusations connected to some of the 

candidates for the Hall vary in strength from allegations with no evidence to positive tests that caused suspensions. 

 

About 430 ballots are being sent to eligible voters from the BBWAA, and a player must receive at least 75 percent for election. 

Ballots are due by Dec. 31 and results will be announced Jan. 24. 

 

One of the Big Red Machine's most beloved players, Morgan was part of five division championships, three National League 

pennants and two World Series championships with the Reds. In addition, Morgan was named the NL MVP in both the 1975 and 

1976 championship seasons. 

 

Morgan was inducted into the Reds Hall of Fame in 1987 and his uniform number, 8, was retired in 1998. He was inducted into the 

National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1990. 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
Joe Morgan’s open letter against steroid users 

Hal McCoy 

November 22, 2017  Uncategorized. 
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Hall of Famer Joe Morgan stands next to his statue. STAFF FILE 

 

Joe Morgan and I haven’t often seen eye-to-eye. We went nearly 40 years without speaking. Not a word. Not a hello or not a get-

out-of-my face 

 

It began in 1979, late in the season, when Morgan was about to become a free agent. 

 

I wrote a column in which I said it was time for Joe to go. I didn’t say he was no longer a great player, because he was still a great 

player. I merely saw that the Cincinnati Reds were evolving. Pete Rose was gone, Tony Perez was gone. Ken Griffey Sr. was gone. 

Don Gullett was gone. 

 

The Big Red Machine was being dismantled, piece by piece, by new general manager Dick Wagner. It was deconstruction time and 

if that’s the way the Reds were going, a rebuild, than Morgan certainly wasn’t part of that rebuild. It was time to make room for Ron 

Oester. 

 

So I merely wrote that it was time for Morgan to move on. The day after the column appeared, Morgan stuck a finger in my face and 

said, “Don’t ever talk to me again.” Apparently, some of the things I wrote in the column were not appreciated. 

 

And he we didn’t speak for nearly 40 years, even though we were on the same tennis court playing doubles against each other when 

Morgan came back to Cincinnati as a broadcaster. We were on elevators together, by ourselves, and didn’t speak. We stood next to 

each other at bathroom urinals and didn’t speak. 



 

Then, a couple of years ago, Morgan (now a Reds consultant) and I were by ourselves in the Reds clubhouse by ourselves before a 

game. He approached me and apologized for his childish behavior. And I apologized for my childish behavior. We made amends 

that was great. 

 

That brings us to today and I received an open letter e-mail from Morgan. He passionately pleads for Hall of Fame voters, of which 

I am one, NOT to vote for steroid users for the Hall of Fame. 

 

And I agree with everything he says. I won’t vote for steroid users and Morgan’s letter perfectly states why we shouldn’t and why I 

won’t. 

 

But I wonder about how the letter will be taken by other voters, many of whom will be upset by somebody telling them how to vote. 

A couple already have called Morgan hypocritical because of his support for Pete Rose for the Hall of Fame despite Rose’s 

violation of the cardinal rule of baseball. 

 

And there is dilemma of determining who used steroids and who didn’t. Those who admit it and those who flunked drug tests are 

easy. But how about those only suspected of using and deny it. If Morgan can tell us definitively who used and who didn’t, it would 

be easy. But it isn’t. 

 

But here is Morgan’s passionate e-mail: 

 

Dear HAL: 

 

Over the years, I have been approached by many Hall of Fame members telling me we needed to do something to speak out about 

the possibility of steroid users entering the Hall of Fame. 

 

This issue has been bubbling below the surface for quite a while. I hope you don’t mind if I bring to your attention what I’m 

hearing. 

 

Please keep in mind I don’t speak for every single member of the Hall of Fame. I don’t know how everyone feels, but I do know 

how many of the Hall of Famers feel. 

 

I, along with other Hall of Fame Baseball players, have the deepest respect for you and all the writers who vote to decide who enters 

Baseball’s most hallowed shrine, the National Baseball Hall of Fame. For some 80 years, the men and women of the BBWAA have 

cast ballots that have made the Hall into the wonderful place it is. 

 

I think the Hall of Fame is special. There is a sanctity to being elected to the Hall. It is revered. It is the hardest Hall of Fame to 

enter, of any sport in America. But times change, and a day we all knew was coming has now arrived. Players who played during 

the steroid era have become eligible for entry into the Hall of Fame. 

 

The more we Hall of Famers talk about this and we talk about it a lot we realize we can no longer sit silent. Many of us have come 

to think that silence will be considered complicity. Or that fans might think we are ok if the standards of election to the Hall of Fame 

are relaxed, at least relaxed enough for steroid users to enter and become members of the most sacred place in Baseball. We don’t 

want fans ever to think that. 

 

We hope the day never comes when known steroid users are voted into the Hall of Fame. They cheated. Steroid users don’t belong 

here. Players who failed drug tests, admitted using steroids, or were identified as users in Major League Baseball’s investigation into 

steroid abuse, known as the Mitchell Report, should not get in. Those are the three criteria that many of the players and I think are 

right. 

 

Now, I recognize there are players identified as users on the Mitchell Report who deny they were users. That’s why this is a tricky 

issue. Not everything is black and white there are shades of gray here. It’s why your job as a voter is and has always been a difficult 

and important job. I have faith in your judgment and know that ultimately, this is your call. 

 

But it still occurs to me that anyone who took body altering chemicals in a deliberate effort to cheat thegame we love, not to 

mention they cheated current and former players, and fans too, doesn’t belong in the Hall of Fame. By cheating, they put up huge 

numbers, and they made great players who didn’t cheat look smaller by comparison, taking away from their achievements and 

consideration for the Hall ofFame. That’s not right. 

 

And that’s why I, and other Hall of Famers, feel so strongly about this. It’s gotten to the point where Hall of Famers are saying that 

if steroid users get in,they’ll no longer come to Cooperstown for Induction Ceremonies or other events. Some feel they can’t share a 

stage with players who did steroids. The cheating that tainted an era now risks tainting the Hall of Fame too. 



 

The Hall of Fame means too much to us to ever see that happen. If steroid users get in, it will divide and diminish the Hall, 

something we couldn’t bear. Section 5 of the Rules for Election states, “Voting shall be based upon the player’s record, playing 

ability, integrity, sportsmanship, character, and contributions to the team(s) on which the player played.” 

 

I care about how good a player was or what kind of numbers he put up; but if a player did steroids, his integrity is suspect; he lacks 

sportsmanship; his character is flawed; and, whatever contribution he made to his team is now dwarfed by his selfishness. 

 

Steroid use put baseball through a tainted era where records were shattered. “It was a steroidal farce,” wrote Michael Powell in the 

New York Times. 

 

It is no accident that those records held up for decades until the steroid era began, and they haven’t been broken since the steroid era 

ended. Sadly, steroids worked. 

 

Dan Naulty was a journeyman pitcher in the late 1990s who admitted he took steroids, noting that his fastball went from 87 to 96. 

He told Sports Illustrated’s Tom Verducci in 2012, “I was a full blown cheater, and I knew it. You didn’t need a written rule. I was 

violating clear principles that were laid down within the rules. I understood I was violating implicit principles.” 

 

The Hall of Fame has always had its share of colorful characters, some of whom broke or bent society’s rules in their era. By 

today’s standards, some might not have gotten in. Times change and society improves. What once was accepted no longer is. 

 

But steroid users don’t belong here. What they did shouldn’t be accepted. Times shouldn’t change for the worse. 

 

Steroid users knew they were taking a drug that physically improved how they played. Taking steroids is a decision. It’s the 

deliberate act of using chemistry to change how hard you hit and throw by changing what your body is made of. 

 

I and other Hall of Famers played hard all our lives to achieve what we did. I love this game and am proud of it. I hope the Hall of 

Fame’s standards won’t be lowered with the passage of time. 

 

For over eighty years, the Hall of Fame has been a place to look up to, where the hallowed halls honor those who played the game 

hard and right. I hope it will always remain that way. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joe Morgan 

 

Hall of Fame Class of 1990 

 

Vice Chairman 

 

P.S. — Families come to Cooperstown because they know it’s special. To parents, it’s a place they can take their kids for an 

uplifting, feel good visit. It’s a place where kids can see what true greatness is all about. It’s a place where youngsters can dream 

that one day they too might get in. This place is special. I hope it stays that way. 


