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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1971-Woody Woodward is almost hit by a 10-pound sack of flour which drops from an airplane passing over Dodger Stadium. The 

sack hits the ground 15 feet from Woodward at his shortstop position 
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Harvey hurt by homers as Reds' bats quieted 

By Mason Wittner MLB.com 

Sep. 3rd, 2018 

 

PITTSBURGH -- The Reds came into their three-game series with the Pirates having scored 37 runs over their last six games, but 

the offense fell quiet against Pittsburgh in a 5-1 loss at PNC Park on Monday afternoon. 

 

Cincinnati was unable to get much going against Pirates right-hander Trevor Williams. The Reds collected a pair of one-out hits off 

Williams in the first inning, but the righty successfully mixed his velocity and location en route to limiting Cincinnati to just five 

hits over his 6 2/3 innings of work. 

 

"Williams kind of found his groove there a little bit after the first inning," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "A lot of 

changeups he got us on. He kept us off-balance, we didn't really do much. They added a couple [runs] late, but pretty much 

Williams was the story of the game." 

 

Cincinnati collected seven hits, but went 0-for-5 with runners in scoring position while stranding six runners on base. 

 

Meanwhile, Matt Harvey had a significantly better outing than the last time he faced the Pirates -- when he allowed eight earned 

runs over 3 2/3 innings -- but was ultimately plagued by the long ball. After a quick out to open the first inning, the right-hander 

hung a 1-1 changeup that Adam Frazier belted into the right-field seats to give the Pirates a 1-0 lead. 

 

Harvey settled in after allowing two hits in the opening frame, scattering three hits over the next four innings. He served up a 

leadoff single to Frazier in the sixth inning and, on the ensuing pitch, left a 93-mph fastball over the middle of the plate. The 

mistake resulted in a two-run home run off the bat of Gregory Polanco that increased Cincinnati's deficit to three runs. 

 

"It's all about two pitches," Harvey said. "You throw a bad changeup, and a guy hits it out. … Then you leave a fastball right down 

the middle to a power hitter, and you give up two more runs. It's one of those you look back [at], and the numbers don't necessarily 

go with how the game went. But two pitches definitely cost me." 

 

Things further unraveled for the Reds defensively in the seventh inning when Scooter Gennett committed a throwing error that 

resulted in the Pirates having runners on second and third with one out. Two batters later, Frazier collected his fourth hit of the game 

-- a line-drive single to center field -- and drove in a pair of unearned runs to put the Pirates up, 5-0. 

 

"That happens," Riggleman said of Gennett's gaffe. "Errors are part of the game. But the pitching that [Pittsburgh] put out there 

today shut us down. I think that was the most important thing." 

 

The Pirates couldn't shut down Gennett in the eighth inning as the second baseman connected on a 2-2 fastball from right-hander 

Kyle Crick and drove it out to right-center field for his 20th home run of the season, preventing the shutout. 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Early scoring opportunity squandered 

In the first inning, Joey Votto accidentally poked a bunt down the third-base line on a checked swing for an infield single. Gennett 

then capped an 11-pitch at-bat with a double to deep center field, setting up runners on second and third with one out. The Reds 

couldn't capitalize, however, as Eugenio Suarez took a called strike three and Scott Schebler flew out to center field to end the 

scoring threat. 

 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 



Trahan's first hit in the big leagues 

The Reds called up shortstop Blake Trahan from Triple-A Louisville on Saturday. On Monday afternoon, just two days shy of his 

25th birthday, Trahan made his first Major League start against the Pirates. If that wasn't momentous enough, he later collected his 

first Major League hit with a seventh-inning single to center field for good measure. 

 

"I'm real happy for him," Riggleman said. "We've seen Blake in Spring Training for a few years. [He's] really a high-energy young 

man. I'm really happy for him and his family that he gets here and now he gets that hit, he got that out of the way. It's just going to 

be a great experience for him here in September." 

 

HE SAID IT 

"Obviously the way this season started, getting to 130-plus innings … I bet you there's a lot of people that didn't think that was 

possible. I think there's still a lot of work to be done for this season. Four or five more starts, whatever it is. Just got to go out and try 

to get better each time. Kind of flush an interesting season, and get ready for the offseason." -- Harvey, on his season 

 

UP NEXT 

Left-hander Cody Reed (0-1, 3.26 ERA) will take the mound against the Pirates at PNC Park on Tuesday at 7:05 p.m. ET. Reed 

made his second start of the season on Thursday, allowing one earned run on four hits and earning a no-decision against the 

Brewers. Right-hander Joe Musgrove (5-8, 3.80) will start for the Pirates. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Cincinnati Reds miss chance against Trevor Williams, fall to the Pittsburgh Pirates 5-1 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 4:21 p.m. ET Sept. 3, 2018 | Updated 7:00 p.m. ET Sept. 3, 2018 

 

PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania – When a pitcher is pitching as well Pittsburgh Pirates right-hander Trevor Williams, you better make 

the most of your chances. 

 

The Cincinnati Reds had a chance in the first inning. They let it slip by, and that was pretty much the game in a 5-1 loss to the 

Pirates before a Labor Day crowd of 13,843 at PNC Park. 

 

Matt Harvey (6-8) went six innings and allowed three runs on seven hits. He walked none and struck out three. All the runs scored 

on a pair of home runs.  

 

“It’s one of those that you look back and the numbers don’t go like the game went,” Harvey said. “But two pitches definitely cost 

me.” 

 

Williams (12-9) went 6 ⅔ shutout innings, allowing five hits. He walked one and struck out four.  

 

“We had a chance to put some runs on the board,” Reds Interim Manager Jim Riggleman said. “We didn’t do that. We kind of 

flattened out after that. Williams found his groove after the first inning. A lot of change-ups he got us on, kept us off balance. 

 

“We really didn’t do much. Pretty much Williams was the story of the day.” 

 

The Reds did not score until Scooter Gennett hit his 20th home run of the season with two outs in the eighth.  

 

Again, the Reds’ best chance came in the first.  

 

Joey Votto reached with one out on a check-swing roller. Gennett followed by capping off an 11-pitch at-bat with a double to the 

wall in right-center.  

 

But Williams got Eugenio Suárez to take a called third strike on a 3-2 pitch. Scott Schebler flew to center to end the inning.  

 

The missed chance against Williams, the 26-year-old right-hander, stung because the Reds weren’t likely to get many. Williams 

came in 5-2 with a 0.75 ERA over his last eight starts.  

 

Harvey left a 1-1, 87-mph change-up up in the zone to Adam Frazier in the bottom of the first. He hit it into the seats above right for 

his eighth home run. 

 

Williams retired 10 straight after Gennett’s double and did not allow another hit until Phillip Ervin led off the sixth with a double. 

Ervin took second on Williams’ error on a pickoff throw. But the Reds could not move him off second. 



 

Harvey settled in nicely as well. 

 

The Pirates only advanced one runner to second in the second through fifth innings. But Frazier singled to start the sixth. Gregory 

Polanco hit the next pitch out to right for his 23rd home run, and it was a 3-0 game.  

 

“Matt was OK,” Riggleman said. “I don’t think he’ll say that was one of his best games. But it was good enough certainly to win a 

ballgame. We just didn’t hit their guy.” 

 

It was a frustrating day for Harvey. 

 

“It’s all about two pitches,” he said. “You throw a bad change-up and he hits it out. You throw a good pitch and it finds holes like 

they did most of the game. Then you throw a fastball right down the middle to a power hitter and you give up two more runs.”  

 

Harvey knew that three runs were a lot against Williams. 

 

“He threw the ball well,” Harvey said. “He was mixing everything up. When you go down one run, then the pace of the game, how 

things are going, go out in the sixth and still a one-run game and you give up two more runs, it’s a tough one to come back from.” 

 

The game got away from the Reds in the seventh. Kevin Newman singled off Sal Romano with one out. Pinch-hitter Jose Osuna 

followed with a double-play ball to Gennett. His throw to shortstop Blake Trahan was offline. Newman and Osuna ended up at 

second and third.  

 

An out later, Frazier got them both in with his fourth hit of the game.  

 

“That happens,” Riggleman said. “Errors are part of the game, but the pitching they put out there pretty much shut us down. That 

was the most important thing.” 

 

 

'Votto for President': Fan gives Joey Votto the shirt off his back 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 5:18 p.m. ET Sept. 3, 2018 

 

PITTSBURGH – A fan literally gave Joey Votto the shirt off his back Sunday – in exchange for a jersey, of course.  

 

Votto spotted a fan at PNC Park wearing a "Votto for President " shirt. 

 

"He was sitting in the second or third row," Votto said. "It's an old shirt. One of my sponsors is Nike. I think it's a Nike shirt. I 

spotted it. I've been trying to find it for a while. 

 

"I was excited to give a jersey for a shirt. He obliged and took the shirt off in the middle of stands. 

 

"Thanks to him." 

 

 Cincinnati Reds 

✔ 

@Reds 

 When Joey Votto asks for your shirt, just go with it.#RedsCountry 

 

3:31 PM - Sep 3, 2018 

 

Votto was going to show reporters the shirt. 

 

"But I think it's being washed,' he said. "It had the Nike logo on it. I'm not really strongly certain that it's a Nike product. I think it's 

good a bit old. I think it's a 2012 shirt." 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds manager Jim Riggleman will continue to use the early hook, somewhat reluctantly 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 1:06 p.m. ET Sept. 3, 2018 | Updated 4:04 p.m. ET Sept. 3, 2018 

 



PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania – Lost in the late-inning drama of Sunday’s 6-4 Cincinnati Reds win over the St. Louis Cardinals was 

the fact that Reds Interim Manager Jim Riggleman went with an extremely early hook with right-hander Anthony DeSclafani. 

 

DeSclafani was pulled after 3 ⅔ innings, despite only giving up two runs. Riggleman makes no apologies for pulling starters early – 

and plans to continue to do so. 

 

“I had Anthony in here earlier,” Riggleman said. “Anthony is so respectful. I know he had to be really pissed off. He’s such a class 

act. He didn’t show me up or anything. 

 

“I told him: ‘This is the way the game is going.’ ” 

 

Riggleman pointed to a previous early hook with Cody Reed against the Milwaukee Brewers on Thursday, who was pulled after 4 ⅔ 

innings in a 1-1 game.  

 

“We had him on a 75- or 80-pitch limit,” Riggleman said. “It’s bases loaded, (Jesus) Aguilar is up, and I took him out. I took him 

out because it’s a 75-, 80-pitch limit. 

 

“(Michael) Lorenzen gets the out. Let’s say (Reed) doesn’t have a pitch limit; I’m not sure it’s not the way to go now. It’s what’s 

happening in the game. 

 

“I’m reluctantly buying into it because hitters have made such progress. Guys are not going six and seven (innings) now.” 

 

Riggleman says it’s a judgment call, not strictly numbers and matchups, although he did bring in left-hander Wandy Peralta to 

replace DeSclafani and face Matt Carpenter. Peralta got Carpenter out to keep the game tied. 

 

“Anthony wasn’t good,” Riggleman said. “He wasn’t himself. That right-handed lineup of St. Louis is one he needs to go through, 

and he was struggling. I’m not fighting City Hall. I wasn’t going to let Carpenter ruin my day against a right-hander.” 

 

SPLIT-SECOND DECISION: Center fielder Billy Hamilton turned two singles into doubles Sunday. A lot goes into the decision to 

take the extra base, but it has to be made in the first strides out of the box. 

 

The second one, leading off the seventh, got the Reds a 2-1 lead. 

 

“It’s the situation, time of the game,” Hamilton said. “I felt like it would be better if I got to second base. I know (Jose)  Martinez 

doesn’t play that much outfield. I knew he was going to his left. 

 

“For a right fielder to throw the ball to second base, he has to turn around. The ball was down the line. I knew it would take a 

perfect throw. I’ll take that chance. If I would have been out, I wouldn’t have been mad. I knew the chance I was taking. 

 

“It’s something you can’t hesitate on. I knew out of the box that I’m going. I made up my mind when he went to his left.” 

 

Hamilton, by the way, went into Monday hitting .296 with a .333 on-base percentage over his last 64 games. 

 

TRAHAN STARTS: Blake Trahan started at shortstop for Jose Peraza on Monday.  

 

“Peraza does not like taking games off,” Riggleman said. “He’s played many more games than this in a row. It’s an opportunity to 

get Trahan in a game.” 

 

Trahan made his big league debut. He was the club’s third-round pick in the 2015 draft.  

 

He’s known as a slick fielder. He only hit .245 with two home runs and 31 RBI. 

 

It was discovered his name is pronounced “THUH-haw.” He’s been called “truh-HAHN” since they got him.  

 

5-MAN INFIELD: When Riggleman went with the five-man infield Sunday, he brought Brandon Dixon, an infield/outfielder, into 

play near second base – over the protests of Hamilton.  

 

“A lot of times you’ve got a guy like (Adam) Duvall, who’s played infield,” Riggleman said. “(Sunday), we had Dixon on the 

bench. (Bench coach Pat Kelly) mentioned, ‘do you want to bring Dixon?’ Yeah, that’s the way to do it. 

 

“Our choices were Billy, who’s played infield. But because we’ve only got two outfielders – if they hit a short fly, Billy’s got a 

chance to go get it, and he’s got a great arm. 



 

“If they hit a long fly, the game’s over. Billy likes to laugh about it: ‘I can’t believe you didn’t bring me in there.’ ” 

 

Riggleman says there’s nothing new. His college coach at Frostburg State, Bob Wells, used it. 

 

“He was a huge Dodger fan,” Riggleman said. “He was the first guy I ever heard talk about it. I think he got that from listening to 

Dodger games with Walter Alston as the manager. Anyone who does now knows me or Joe Maddon didn’t invent it. Walter Alston 

did it in the 50s.” 

 

Riggleman is thinking about a variation on the setup and using one outfielder. 

 

“With Billy out there, we might do that,” Riggleman said. “Bring them all in and leave Billy out there. Then I can say I invented it.” 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Where baseball starts: 72 hours at the Reds’ Dominican Republic complex 

By C. Trent Rosecrans     

 

BOCA CHICA, Dominican Republic – Even from an airplane, a baseball diamond is distinguishable from anything else on the 

ground. 

 

At its most simple, the separation from outfield to infield is a dead giveaway – whether it’s an all-dirt infield, cutouts in the bases or 

the standard grass infield – that baseball is played below. 

 

I’ve done this since I was a kid – look out the window and try to spot baseball fields. No matter where I was, no matter where I was 

going, there was a familiarity, a comfort in seeing a baseball field, a place I spent much of my time. 

 

When there was something besides water outside my window of Delta flight 686 on a recent Sunday, I looked down at the island I 

was visiting for the first time and saw the reason I was there: those diamonds. There were lone fields in the middle of farmland, 

stadiums for professional games and clusters of multiple fields together, even one with a half-field, a telltale sign of a professional 

complex. 

 

All 30 Major League teams have academies in the Dominican Republic and nearly half are in Boca Chica, a beach town close to the 

Santo Domingo airport, including the Reds. 

 

This is where professional baseball starts. Players as young as 15 begin their careers here, working out on the complex, living here, 

studying here, playing here. Just like many other 15-year-olds, they dream of playing in the big leagues. These players are closer 

than most 15-year-olds, wearing the uniform of a big-league club, playing with wooden bats and getting personal instruction from 

professional coaches. But the majority won’t make it off the island, much less to the big leagues. 

 

Of the 63 players who suited up for either the Dominican Summer League Reds or Rojos in 2017, 32 are playing in the United 

States this year. Another 16 are back with the DSL Reds, one is with the Angels’ DSL team and 14 didn’t play affiliated baseball in 

2018. 

 

Professional baseball is a pyramid, with the elite at the top in the big leagues, built on the base of other players whose sole purpose 

is to separate the wheat from the chaff. There’s a lot of chaff, and the most readily available source of chaff is grown in this island 

nation a three-and-a-half-hour flight from Atlanta. 

 

“What are you looking for? What are you going to write?” 

 

Anytime I mention this trip, I get these questions – everyone from Reds’ president of baseball operations Dick Williams to my wife 

has asked me some variation of those themes. 

 

The truth is, I really don’t know. I’m flying in on a Sunday and leaving on a Wednesday. I’d been talking to Williams about a trip 

like this for a couple of years. I’m finally at a spot where I can do it. 

 

What I do know is I don’t want to pretend to be an expert about the culture, the people, the country or anything after roughly 72 

hours there. 

 

This, instead, is what I experienced in those 72 hours, what I saw, what I heard. I feel like I only scratched the surface, but it was an 

experience that in my job I needed. 



 

As I walk off the plane, I meet Mark Heil, a player development analyst for the Reds and my guide for this three-day trip. 

 

The 28-year-old graduate of Columbia University was a backup catcher for the Lions, and after graduating with a degree in 

economics, he spent a season playing and coaching in Sweden. 

 

He studied Spanish in high school in St. Louis, but took Italian in college, which he now realizes was a poor decision. Still, his 

Spanish is better after working in player development with the Reds. It’s plenty good to navigate our way through customs and  then 

call our driver, Tony, to tell him we’ll be outside waiting for him and carry on a conversation in the van. 

 

Tony is kind of the do-everything guy for the Reds’ complex – today that includes taking us to the hotel Santo Domingo, an easy 

30-minute drive on a Sunday afternoon. 

 

Heil and I sit in the back of a white Nissan van with a cow-catcher on the front. This is my introduction to Dominican driving, a 

sport itself. And if it’s a sport, Sunday is spring training. 

 

Driving in the Dominican Republic is like a giant game of chicken – turns made daring oncoming traffic not to hit the car. If there 

are speed limits, I don’t notice the signs. 

 

Then there are the motorcycles and scooters. Motorcycles, sometimes with passengers or cargo balanced precariously, weave in and 

out of traffic, zipping between cars. At one point, I notice one motorcycle with a man at the front, a child in front of him and a 

woman holding an infant behind him – none in helmets. As someone who spent hours researching the best car seat for my daughter, 

it is a staggering reminder that my normal isn’t normal for many around the world. 

 

After dinner at an Italian restaurant (yes, really), I head back to the hotel to unpack. The hotel isn’t that much different than any of 

countless other places I stay at during the year, except for maybe the number of TV channels that are broadcast in Spanish (more 

surprising was the number of English channels I got, including all the major networks from Miami stations). 

 

Exhausted from two straight days of traveling, I walked down the street to buy some bottled water and a couple of cold Presidentes 

at a supermarket before retiring for the evening. 

 

At 7:30 a.m. on the dot, Juan Peralta picks us up in his red Jeep Grand Cherokee. In deference to Heil, I sit in the back seat for our 

ride to Boca Chica. In high school, we had rules for shotgun – having to be outside before you called shotgun in order to secure the 

front seat. When riding in the streets of Santo Domingo, it’s best not to see what’s going on. I will lose every battle of reverse-

shotgun the rest of the trip. 

 

Peralta went to school in the United States, playing baseball at junior college in Nashville and then Troy State. He is in his 15th year 

with the Reds as the director of the academy in the Dominican Republic and is now in charge of all the Reds’ training in Latin 

America. He handles the administrative side of the complex and was heavily involved in the team’s renovation of the complex three 

years ago. 

 

Peralta leads us down Highway 3 by the Caribbean Sea east to Boca Chica, a city with 14 big-league teams represented within its 

city limits. He points out a bank, Banco BHN León, that has handled hundreds of millions of dollars – and maybe more – of bonuses 

throughout the years for big league teams. 

 

That’s where we turn around and head back west and in less than a mile, there’s an unassuming road with a well-worn path to 

Baseball City, home of the Reds’ academy as well as four others. 

 

A few hundred yards past the main highway is a gate with a security guard stationed behind it. The bottom half of the gate was 

recently covered in chicken wire after a dog got in and killed some of the chickens and their eggs. 

 

The Reds’ and White Sox’ complexes are the first two of five inside the Baseball City gates. Behind the White Sox complex lies the 

Orioles’ and further down the road are the Diamondbacks’ and the Blue Jays’. 

 

Five of the six teams in the Dominican Summer League at Baseball City are here, the other is the Padres. The San Diego complex is 

beautiful and has stunning views of the beach, but it is also in San Cristóbal, two hours away through the ever-present traffic from 

Baseball City. 

 

The two-story, off-white buildings wouldn’t look out of place in spring training of a decade ago before the recent arms races in 

Arizona and Florida. In fact, the complex is probably nicer than what the Reds used in Sarasota before moving to Arizona in 2010. 

 



Peralta pulls into his marked, covered parking spot. He designed the roof, using leftover material from the old batting cage to re-

purpose it into covered parking – an ingenious bit of recycling to solve the problem of overheated cars and cover from the near-daily 

rain showers. 

 

There are two buildings at the complex, renovated in 2015. The first building houses the team’s offices, including offices for Peralta 

and Joel Noboa, the team’s Latin America field and hitting coordinator. There’s also a coaches meeting room, a lobby, the locker 

rooms, a cafeteria and a video room on the first floor of the building. The second floor is the dormitories, with 10 rooms and two 

dorm-style bathrooms, with a capacity for 70 players. 

 

The second building has a training room, weight room and storage room on the first floor (and a covered training track outside the 

weight room during the rain), with coaches’ living quarters on the second floor, as well as two classrooms and a lounge for the 

players. 

 

While any regulations on the roads seem to be mere suggestions, the rules are clear in the complex, posted on signs throughout. The 

first rule is simple – trash goes in the trash can. Some of the other 17 rules include that English class is mandatory, no sleeveless 

shirts, no betting on games and no tobacco or alcohol use. 

 

The 16th and penultimate rule on the list – “RESCUERDA, eres un pelotero profesional y un representante de los Rojos de 

Cincinnati” or “REMEMBER, you are a professional baseball player and representative of the Cincinnati Reds” – is particularly 

striking. These young men, many of high school age or at least early college age, could become Cincinnati Reds, even if they come 

here at the same age I was playing first base for Nile C. Kinnick High School. 

 

The Reds’ wishbone C logo is everywhere, as are pictures of former Reds. Adorning the walls are not only all-time greats like Barry 

Larkin, Eric Davis, Davey Concepcion and Mario Soto, but others who have made it from the academy to the big leagues, like 

Wandy Peralta, Carlos Contreras, Juan Francisco, Pedro Viola and Miguel Rojas. 

 

It’s about 8:30 a.m. on Monday as we walk out of the complex and out toward the back with two full fields. Even from beyond the 

outfield fences, there’s a familiar sight to anyone who has spent time on the backfields in Goodyear – Hall of Famer Barry Larkin 

leading a group of middle infielders. 

 

Larkin, 54, is a week removed from a weekend in Cooperstown, New York, with baseball’s immortals, including the induction of 

Vladimir Guerrero, the first Dominican position player enshrined in the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum. 

 

Larkin makes several trips to the Dominican Republic every year. He’d never been here before re-joining the Reds four years ago. 

 

The youngest player on the team’s Dominican Summer League team is 17-year-old Darlin Guzman and the oldest is 21-year-old 

catcher Junior Melo. The majority of the 34 players on the roster are 19. 

 

Larkin’s title is special assistant to the general manager, player performance. Since 2015, he’s served as a roving infield instructor in 

the Reds’ system, spending a couple days at a time at each of the Reds’ affiliates throughout the season, as well as making an 

appearance at spring training. 

 

Growing up, Leo Cardenas was Larkin’s neighbor and he was friends with his son, Leo Jr. Young Larkin’s favorite players were 

Davey Concepción and Tony Pérez. Although Larkin grew up familiar with Spanish, he tackled it head-on in college, wanting to be 

able to communicate with future teammates. 

 

His Spanish skills came in handy as a player, but they’ve been crucial to his post-playing career. He also picked up some Portuguese 

from his time as Brazil’s manager in the World Baseball Classic. He’s been a part of the U.S. Department of State’s SportsUnited 

Sports Envoy program, going around the world to places like Colombia, Ecuador, India, Lithuania and Taiwan. 

 

He admits in retrospect it’s a little surprising that he’d never been to the Dominican Republic before joining the Reds, but he’s here 

now and it’s maybe his favorite part of the job. And he’s damn good at it. 

 

He’s engaging with the team’s infielders on their own turf, in their own language. He has their full attention, each using the flat 

glove that Larkin famously wore for fielding practice throughout his career. 

 

In Spanish, he encourages, cajoles, chides. The players can’t take their eyes off him and listen to every word. 

 

Wearing a team-issued Nike long-sleeve shirt, shorts and tights, he doesn’t look much different than a veteran player. He certainly 

doesn’t look like a someone who already had nine All-Star appearances before any of the players on the field were born. 

 



After almost ignoring the Latin-American market for years before the turn of the century, the Reds revitalized their interest in 

signing Dominican players in 2004, with Johnny Almaraz signing Johnny Cueto for $35,000. 

 

The Reds have been trying to find the next Cueto ever since. 

 

Big league rosters are littered with players from Latin America – the Dominican Republic, Cuba, Venezuela, Columbia, Mexico and 

Puerto Rico. The Reds host a Hispanic Heritage Night every year and in recent seasons, the Dominican contingent is light, 

sometimes even just one player. 

 

That’s inconsistent with a trend at large. On Opening Day, the Dominican Republic had more representatives, 84, on big-league 

rosters than any country other than the United States. Venezuela (74) was next, followed by Puerto Rico (19), Cuba (17) and 

Mexico (11). 

 

Since 2006, the first year Baseball-Reference.com has detailed stats on the Dominican Summer League, just seven players who 

played for the DSL Reds (or the organization’s second team, the Rojos, who played from 2013 to 2017) have made the big leagues. 

Among them are pitcher Wandy Peralta (2010, 2011), who is currently with the Reds, and infielder Miguel Rojas (2007), now with 

the Marlins and by far the most accomplished of the seven. 

 

The week I was in the Dominican Republic, the Reds had three players from the country on its active roster – Peralta, Luis Castillo 

and Keury Mella. Castillo and Mella were signed by the Giants and came to the Reds in trades. 

 

To be fair, the organization has invested heavily in Cuba, signing the likes of Aroldis Chapman and Raisel Iglesias, as well as 

current prospects Vladimir Gutierrez, Alfredo Rodriguez and Jose Garcia. 

 

Building up the Reds’ presence in the Dominican Republic is vital to Williams’ rebuild plan. 

 

Not only have the Reds added more scouts in the Dominican Republic, they’ve reestablished themselves with scouts in Venezuela, 

Panama, Colombia, Mexico and Nicaragua. 

 

The Reds’ complex isn’t for postcards, it’s for baseball. Other teams may have fancier-looking places, but the Reds’ complex is 

spotless. The weight room could be placed in Goodyear and not raise an eyebrow, with even a layout similar to the team’s spring 

training facility in Arizona. 

 

A second full field, as well as new batting cages and a video room, have been added. Fiber optic cable runs from the offices to the 

field to facilitate cameras that can show workouts and games to Cincinnati or Goodyear. There’s also a TrackMan system installed, 

sending all the latest metrics on the organization’s youngest players to Great American Ball Park. 

 

Eight full-time coaches teach these players the fundamentals of baseball and prepare them for living in a new country and a new 

culture. 

 

Part of that is English – every player has daily lessons in English, as well as math and language skills. It’s not uncommon for a 

player to not know how to read or write in Spanish when they get to the complex, much less English. 

 

A coach tells me a story of one player several years ago who couldn’t count, meaning he didn’t know how many repetitions to do in 

the weight room. 

 

The Reds have not just a financial incentive to educate their players, but as Heil sees it, a moral obligation to do so, knowing very 

few will reach the big leagues and many may not make it off the island at all. 

 

The Reds had two Dominican Summer League teams last year, the Reds and the Rojos, but dissolved one and added a Rookie 

League team in Greeneville, Tennessee. 

 

There’s still another team that plays in Reds uniforms twice a week at Baseball City, it’s in what’s called the “Tricky League.” 

 

“How do you spell it?” I ask Noboa. 

 

“Well, it’s tricky,” he said, not trying to be punny, but simply stating a fact. 

 

The emails with the schedule spell it “Tricky,” so he refers to it as the “Tricky League.” Noboa has no idea where the name came 

from nor what it means. It’s just what it is – and that’s a place for the team’s newest signees, 16- and 17-year-olds signed during the 

last signing period that closed on July 2. The Reds have about 15 players on their Tricky League team but no pitchers. 

 



The young pitchers are in a throwing program and don’t throw in games, so they make due with pitchers who see it as a tryout of 

sorts. The Tricky League players get at-bats, even if they aren’t facing the best of competition. 

 

On Tuesday, Emmanuel Cartagena, the Reds’ scouting coordinator in the Dominican Republic, will tell me the etymology of the 

Tricky League. When the league was established, it was called the Parallel League, because games were played at the same time as 

the DSL games. From there, people started calling it Triple-A, as opposed to the big leagues of the DSL. 

 

This is the Reds first year with the Tricky League team, so they’re still finding the best practices. The team plays two days a week, 

and the rest of the time is taken up with workouts and classroom work. 

 

On this Monday, Larkin stays behind and works with the Tricky League players after the morning’s workout is complete and the 

DSL team walks to the Arizona Diamondbacks’ complex for a game. 

 

As most of the team walks back to the complex, Larkin stays back with 18-year-old third baseman Sebastian Almonte. 

 

Almonte, from the small town of Padre Las Casas in the middle of the country, is hitting just .211/.268/.266 in 33 games. Like the 

rest of the players here, he’s talented but raw. Almonte has some power and a nice swing, but Larkin wants him to use more of his 

natural power and works on his pull side. 

 

In Spanish, Larkin tutors Almonte, and the basic idea seems to be about using his strength to create power to his pull side. 

 

After instruction, Larkin steps behind an L-screen to see Almonte put his lessons into use. Almonte pulls a home run among his 

swings. Between pitches, Larkin shouts encouragement in Spanish. 

 

The team’s game – with Almonte batting seventh – is close to starting, so the lesson ends with Almonte wearing a huge smile. 

 

As we both walk away from the cage, he turns to me and sticks out his hand and offers a handshake, “My name is Sebastian 

Almonte,” he says. 

 

The games are not unlike those in the Arizona Rookie League. The only people attending not employed by a team are a stray parent 

or grandparent. In Arizona, the games are held at night to avoid the heat; here, they start at 10:30 a.m. for the same reason. 

 

The Reds, in their gray uniforms with “Cincinnati” across the chest just like the big-league team, walk to their game at the 

Diamondbacks’ complex, much like the Reds can walk to play the Indians in Goodyear. 

 

As we make our way over, I notice the parking space for Noboa’s brother, Junior, at the Arizona facility. 

 

The Diamondbacks’ complex is similar to the Reds’ in layout, but unlike the Reds, it hasn’t been recently renovated. Arizona will 

break ground on a new complex outside Baseball City several days later. 

 

Peralta and I sit in the tower between the Diamondbacks’ two fields. We’re about 15 feet in the air. The concrete towers are a staple 

in baseball complexes, allowing coaches and scouts a chance to watch several games at once. During spring training, the cloverleaf 

of four fields in Goodyear has a tower that often holds much of the team’s front office, as well as coaches, coordinators and roving 

instructors. Here, it’s me and Peralta. 

 

On one field are the Diamondbacks and the Reds. On the other field, the Diamondbacks’ Tricky League team is playing JBD 

Baseball, an academy from one of three large developmental leagues on the island: JBD, the Dominican Prospect League (DPL) and 

the International Prospect League (IPL). These are showcases for 14-to-16-year-olds, some of whom could later suit up for one of 

these affiliated Tricky League teams as tryout players. 

 

From a distance, most baseball games sound the same. This could be a game just about anywhere. The only sign that it’s in the 

Dominican Republic instead of Ohio or Arizona or Texas is the salsa played on a speaker between innings. On a pop-up, Reds first 

baseman Jorge Sencion yells loudly and clearly, “I got it! I got it!” 

 

That’s part of the English he’s learned in class to help avoid a repeat of Elio Chacón and Richie Ashburn’s infamous collision for 

the 1962 Mets. 

 

On the main field, I watch a shortstop I noticed in infield practice earlier, Aiverson Palacios, who is from Venezuela. He crushed the 

ball over the head of the Diamondbacks’ center fielder and is thinking triple all the way. He has it easy, but he slides a little early 

and the wet dirt slows him up to where he just barely gets his fingertips in before the tag. (“In Arizona, he probably slides past the 

bag,” Noboa jokes later, noting the dry dirt in the desert.) 

 



He scores on a long home run by right-fielder Axel Alexio and the Reds empty the dugout to greet Alexio at the plate, a gesture 

that’d be deemed uncool by pro baseball standards in the States but is part of the atmosphere here, reminding you these players are 

the age of high school and college kids. 

 

Almonte bats in the fifth and rips a double to left-center. He singles in the seventh and doubles again in the ninth and the Reds win, 

7-4. 

 

We walk back to the complex and the players make their way to the cafeteria. Before he gets there, Almonte sees Larkin, who 

stayed back to work with the Tricky League team and smiles. A coach tells Larkin what Almonte did on the other field, taking their 

lesson straight into the game with success. 

 

The easiest way to differentiate between a Dominican player and a Venezuelan is to look at his plate in the cafeteria. 

 

A Venezuelan player will typically have a bit of everything offered – beans, rice, meat, vegetables and fruit. A Dominican will have 

a huge pile of rice with another massive helping of red beans cooking in a tomato sauce along with whatever meat is available – be 

it chicken, fish or beef. This is the national meal of the Dominican Republic, better known as “la bandera,” or “the flag.” Like the 

United States, the Dominican flag is made of three basic colors – red (beans), white (rice) and blue (meat). 

 

Make no mistake, la bandera is delicious. There’s a reason to eat it daily – my first day at the complex, I’m treated to a particularly 

good rendition. I pile up the rice and beans – not to Dominican standards, but I did ultimately go back for a second helping – along 

with a fresh fish lightly grilled and a flank steak that is fantastic. It’s a great meal, one day later I’m still remembering. But there 

were things missing – namely vegetables. 

 

This is the biggest challenge for Eduardo Garcia and Rafael Hernandez, the Reds’ strength and conditioning coaches at the complex. 

They’re both natives of Santo Domingo (which is seemingly always referred to as “the capital”) and grew up on the same diet as 

these players. 

 

Garcia and Hernandez are teachers. As much as they teach about conditioning and weightlifting and the rest of the things in the 

gym, their biggest lesson is nutrition. Garcia notes that most of the Dominican players never ate fruits or vegetables regularly until 

they lived in the complex. 

 

The Reds give the players three meals a day, along with constant healthy snacks of nuts, dried fruit, protein bars and a powder called 

BeetElite that is mixed with water. That’s in addition to copious amounts of water and supplements, including Vitamin D, to help 

combat the effects of the constant heat and humidity. 

 

Outside the complexes, fruit isn’t a standard of the Dominican diet. Garcia and Hernandez must stress this concept, and even more 

challenging, introduce vegetables. 

 

This year a solution came from the most unlikely of places – a conference call. When talking about the trouble with the diets of their 

players, someone suggested cafeteria trays with compartments for different types of food. By the end of the call, $60 worth of red 

trays had been ordered on Amazon.com. 

 

The trays have a silverware compartment and five other spots for food. The largest is still for rice – it’s the D.R. after all – but it has 

its limits. The next largest holds the meat, then the beans and then two spots for vegetables. 

 

According to Garcia, the food is all organic, and the players are encouraged to try new things, eat more fruits and vegetables. They 

have to teach them why nutrition is important – this is the fuel. Teaching nutrition now, and providing the food, is an investment in 

the future. 

 

As I make my way to the field on Tuesday morning, I stop on the path between the two fields to stand at attention for recorded 

versions of the national anthems of the United States and the Dominican Republic. Then, I make my way to the tower to watch the 

Reds and Diamondbacks, the DSL game on one field, the Tricky League game on the other. Behind the tower is a flock of chickens, 

including the “ugliest damn rooster I’ve ever seen,” according to Noboa. 

 

Noboa, 38, is in his 13th season in the organization. He’s been the team’s Latin American field coordinator since 2011. 

 

Noboa is nearly Dominican baseball royalty. His father, Milciades was a part-time scout for the Dodgers. His brother, Junior Noboa, 

played in parts of eight seasons with six different teams and is now vice president in the Diamondbacks organization. His nephew, 

Michael Noboa, is the Angels’ director of Latin America Operations. 

 

As a player, he spent four years in the Diamondbacks’ organization, as well as time with the Red Sox and Expos, reaching as high 

as low-Class A. 



 

On his right hand, he wears a championship ring from Licey – the Dominican Winter League’s version of the Yankees – where he’s 

served as the team’s hitting coach (and his brother the general manager). 

 

Noboa and Larkin tease each other mercilessly. They bicker like brothers, with the respect and love of brothers, as well. 

 

Noboa, Larkin, Heil and I are joined by Cartegena, the scout. Larkin peppers Noboa with questions and observations: 

 

“Tell me about Perez, the third baseman…” 

 

“Why is he taking warm-up throws from there?” 

 

“Does he project as a shortstop?” (When told no, he asks why.) 

 

“Is he a true shortstop?” 

 

“He fields the ball narrow – I don’t see him as a shortstop.” 

 

The games are rough, with inconsistent pitching from the tryout pitchers in the Tricky League game. A little left-hander who seems 

to be mimicking Johnny Cueto hits several Diamondbacks batters. Each Diamondback looking more upset than the other. 

 

On Field 1, a 6-2 lead evaporates in the eighth inning, with the Reds giving up five runs in each of the last two innings. Jairo 

Capellan, a 19-year-old, 6-foot-8 right-hander, gave up a run in the sixth but got through the seventh before he hit the first two 

batters of the eight and walked the third. With bases loaded, it’s time to go to the bullpen. The team’s final three pitchers of the 

game allow seven runs together, each recording two outs. The three – Israel Lantigua, Andry Cuevas and Yoel Diaz – combine to 

allow three hits, walk four, hit one and throw three wild pitches. 

 

The game lasts four hours, 11 minutes. The players in the Tricky League game stick around for a little bit, but as the eighth and 

ninth innings drag on, they all go to eat. 

 

“You know who leads the DSL in RBI every year,” Noboa asks me. 

 

“Wild pitch,” I answer correctly. 

 

I’m exhausted, it’s my last night in Santo Domingo and the trip has been a whirlwind, finishing with a lunch at Boca Marina, a 

restaurant with a deck that is literally on top of the Caribbean. The restaurant even has a ladder for guests to go directly from the 

dining area into the crystal-clear blue sea below. 

 

There are women in bikinis and kids who come up from the ladder, wrap themselves in towels and dine on red snapper that only 

recently came from the same water. 

 

The view at Boca Marina, a restaurant in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. (C. Trent Rosecrans/The Athletic)The ceviche is 

amazing. Fresh and delicious, paired perfectly with a Presidente – or perhaps two. Plantains, shrimp in garlic and white wine. I feel 

guilty sending photos of my setting and my meal to my wife – but not so guilty that I don’t. 

 

This is not the type of place most of the kids who are at the complex grew up visiting. It’s not terribly expensive by our standards, 

but it’s also not cheap. 

 

By 9 p.m., I’m ready for dinner and look for a place to walk. Down the street is a wealth of fast-food places. I’m not going to get 

Domino’s or McDonald’s in Santo Domingo. 

 

Yelp notes that the hotel’s restaurant is good. So, noticing that it’s Dominican night at the hotel, I decide the easy out is to just get 

the buffet. 

 

That was the right decision. There are, of course, meduros (fried sweet plantains) and tostones (fried green plantains), rice and 

beans. There’s a pork roast and fried chicken. 

 

But it’s the stew that I start with. I’d heard of soncocho in my research, it’s kind of the national party dish.  

 

The smell, itself, is intoxicating. Even the hotel version smells complex like it’s been simmering for hours, letting the different 

meats and vegetables mix with the spices and become this beloved dish of a culture. There’s cilantro, lime and some spice I can’t 



place. There’s beef and pork and maybe something else. It also features root vegetables, cooked so long they’re tender and have 

some earthy taste, but I can’t tell exactly what root vegetable is inside. 

 

It’s a mixture of all the cultures that have influenced the culture, from the native Taino, to the Spanish and African influences. It’s 

all in here and it’s amazing. If this is the hotel version, I can’t imagine what it’s like made by someone’s mom or grandmother. 

 

The walls in the classrooms have the logos of all the Reds’ minor-league affiliates, including the new Greenville Reds team. Only in 

the Dominican Republic will someone mistake my black hat representing my alma mater, the University of Georgia, and ask if it’s a 

Greeneville Reds hat. Greeneville’s logo looks like a mashup of the Georgia “G” and the Reds’ wishbone C. 

 

The walls of the classroom are filled with English phrases – “My name is,” “What is your first name,” “What position do you play?” 

“See you later,” “Who do you play for?” 

 

Another board has baseball terms – hit and run, move the runner, infield in, infield back, slash, squeez (sic). 

 

Traditionally, young, unsigned Dominican players trained instead of playing games. The rise of the prospect leagues has helped 

change that, Cartegena said. 

 

Still, there are basic baseball strategies and fundamentals that are taught in these classrooms, like cutoff men, baserunning and other 

strategies. 

 

All eight members of the coaching staff played in the minors and three – pitching coach Luis Andujar, hitting coach Luis Terrero 

and bench coach Luis Saturria – reached the big leagues. 

 

They’ve all been through the transition of going from the Dominican Republic to the United States, as well as playing and living as 

Spanish speakers in places like Montana or Idaho or Iowa. 

 

Saturria says he remembers trying to get a milkshake early in his career and didn’t know the word – he jokes about the buzzing 

sound he made, imitating the machine while swirling his finger inside an imaginary cup. That’s not too far in the future for several 

of these players. 

 

I’m back in the Reds clubhouse, the day after flying back from the Dominican Republic and I make sure to pass on Juan Peralta’s 

wishes to Wandy Peralta. 

 

He asks me a little about my trip and I mentioned how much I loved soncocho. Upon hearing the name of the dish, Mella, seated 

next to Peralta lights up. Wandy Peralta notes it’s his favorite dish. 

 

“Where can you get it here?” I ask. 

 

“Luis’ wife makes it.” 

 

On my way out, I tell Castillo that I heard his wife makes the best soncocho. 

 

He simply smiles. 

 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
 

Votto gets fan’s shirt, vote; Reds get 5-1 loss vs Pirates 

 By JOHN PERROTTO 

 Yesterday 

 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — This trade was too good for Joey Votto to turn down. 

 

The Cincinnati Reds star first baseman spotted a fan sitting along the first base line Monday at PNC Park wearing a T-shirt that read 

“Votto for President.” It was from a Nike promotional campaign in 2012 and Votto hadn’t kept any of the shirts. 

 

Votto got the shirt, but wound up with little else, shut down by Trevor Williams and the Pittsburgh Pirates 5-1. 

 

In the middle of the fourth inning, Votto walked over to the fan and asked for the shirt, offering an autographed jersey in return. The 

man agreed and the suddenly bare-chested fan and Votto exchanged first bumps along with Labor Day gifts. 

 



“I was trying to find (the T-shirt) for a while and I was excited to see if I could trade a jersey for a shirt and he obliged,” Votto said. 

 

“He was willing to take his shirt off in the middle of the stands and thanks to him for being willing to do that,” he said.  

 

That was the highlight of the day for Votto, who went 1 for 4 and grounded into a double play as the Reds lost for the ninth time in 

12 games. 

 

Trevor Williams (12-9) continued his stretch of strong starts by pitching 6 2/3 scoreless innings. He allowed five hits while striking 

out four and walking one. 

 

Williams improved to 6-2 with a 0.66 ERA in his last nine starts, giving up four runs in 54 2/3 innings. It was his ninth outing of at 

least five innings without allowing a run this season. 

 

“It’s trusting my stuff and being able to put the fastball where I want to put it,” Williams said. “We go into every start knowing the 

fastball command is going to be there and everything comes off that. It’s fun to throw the ball to all four quadrants of the strike 

zone.” 

 

Adam Frazier had career high-tying four hits, including a solo home run off Matt Harvey (6-8) in the first and a two-run single in 

the seventh that stretched the Pirates’ lead to 5-0. Frazier also had a double and three RBIs. 

 

Pittsburgh’s Gregory Polanco and Cincinnati’s Scooter Gennett homered and had two hits each. 

 

Polanco hit a two-run shot in the sixth inning that made it 3-0. 

 

Gennett, the NL batting leader with a .320 average, broke up the Pirates’ shutout bid with a solo drive off Kyle Crick in the eighth. 

Gennett also doubled in the first inning, but Williams worked out of a second-and-third jam with one out by striking Eugenio Suarez 

and getting Scott Schebler to fly out. 

 

“He’s kind of like the guy who can get you a stolen base when you need a stolen base,” Pittsburgh manager Clint Hurdle said of 

Williams. “He had four strikeouts today, but he can get you a punchout when you need a punchout.” 

 

Harvey surrendered three runs and seven hits in six innings with three strikeouts and no walks. 

 

“It was one of those (starts) where you look back and the numbers obviously don’t go with how the game went but two pitches 

definitely cost me,” Harvey said. 

 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

 

Pirates: C Elias Diaz (strained right hamstring) missed his third straight game. 

 

TRAHAN DEBUT 

 

Reds SS Blake Trahan was 1 for 3 in his major league debut, hitting a single off Williams in the seventh inning. He was promoted 

from Triple-A Louisville on Saturday. 

 

UP NEXT 

 

Reds: LHP Cody Reed (0-1, 3.26 ERA) will make his third start and 13th relief appearance of the season Tuesday night after 

limiting Milwaukee to one run in 4 2/3 innings in his last outing. 

 

Pirates: RHP Joe Musgrove (5-8, 3.80 ERA) is 1-4 in his last six starts despite a 3.65 ERA. 

 

Transactions 
 

09/03/18  

Cleveland Indians sent 3B Josh Donaldson on a rehab assignment to Columbus Clippers. 

Toronto Blue Jays sent RHP Murphy Smith outright to Buffalo Bisons. 

Los Angeles Angels activated RHP Matt Shoemaker from the 60-day disabled list. 

Washington Nationals sent LHP Tommy Milone outright to Syracuse Chiefs. 

San Diego Padres activated RHP Kirby Yates from the bereavement list. 

San Diego Padres activated RHP Luis Perdomo from the 10-day disabled list. 



Philadelphia Phillies designated RHP Ben Lively for assignment. 

Philadelphia Phillies activated RHP Jerad Eickhoff from the 60-day disabled list. 

New York Mets activated C Kevin Plawecki from the paternity list. 

Chicago Cubs sent LHP Rob Zastryzny outright to Iowa Cubs. 

Toronto Blue Jays activated RHP Mark Leiter Jr.. 

Texas Rangers sent RHP Drew Hutchison outright to Round Rock Express. 

Tampa Bay Rays placed C Adam Moore on the restricted list. 

Los Angeles Angels claimed RHP Luke Farrell off waivers from Chicago Cubs. 

Los Angeles Angels transferred 1B Albert Pujols from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Left knee surgery. 

Toronto Blue Jays activated RHP Marcus Stroman from the 10-day disabled list. 

Minnesota Twins transferred 1B Logan Morrison from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Left hip impingement. 

Minnesota Twins selected the contract of SS Gregorio Petit from Rochester Red Wings. 

Minnesota Twins recalled RHP Chase De Jong from Rochester Red Wings. 

Minnesota Twins recalled RHP John Curtiss from Rochester Red Wings. 

Arizona Diamondbacks selected the contract of RHP Yoan Lopez from Jackson Generals. 

Arizona Diamondbacks transferred 3B Jake Lamb from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Left shoulder contusion. 

Milwaukee Brewers sent RHP Jake Thompson outright to Colorado Springs Sky Sox. 

Oakland Athletics designated LHP Danny Coulombe for assignment. 

Milwaukee Brewers traded RHP Aaron Brooks to Oakland Athletics for cash. 

Chicago White Sox recalled CF Ryan Cordell from Charlotte Knights. 

San Francisco Giants recalled RHP Casey Kelly from Sacramento River Cats. 

San Francisco Giants recalled RHP Pierce Johnson from Sacramento River Cats. 

San Francisco Giants recalled LHP Steven Okert from Sacramento River Cats. 

St. Louis Cardinals recalled RHP John Brebbia from Memphis Redbirds. 

Cleveland Indians placed 3B Josh Donaldson on the 10-day disabled list retroactive to September 1, 2018. Left calf strain. 

Atlanta Braves activated LF Preston Tucker. 

Atlanta Braves sent RHP Arodys Vizcaino on a rehab assignment to Gwinnett Stripers. 

Chicago Cubs sent LHP Drew Smyly on a rehab assignment to Iowa Cubs. 

Atlanta Braves sent RHP Jose Ramirez on a rehab assignment to Gwinnett Stripers. 

New York Mets sent RHP Anthony Swarzak on a rehab assignment to Brooklyn Cyclones. 

Tampa Bay Rays selected the contract of C Nick Ciuffo from Durham Bulls. 

Chicago Cubs activated RHP Tyler Chatwood from the 10-day disabled list. 

Chicago Cubs activated LHP Brian Duensing from the 10-day disabled list. 

Kansas City Royals sent RHP Ian Kennedy on a rehab assignment to Northwest Arkansas Naturals. 

Baltimore Orioles recalled RHP Jimmy Yacabonis from Norfolk Tides. 

Baltimore Orioles recalled C Chance Sisco from Norfolk Tides. 

New York Yankees sent LF Shane Robinson outright to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders. 

New York Yankees sent LHP Ryan Bollinger outright to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders. 

New York Mets recalled 1B Dominic Smith from Las Vegas 51s. 

New York Mets recalled SS Jack Reinheimer from Las Vegas 51s. 

New York Mets recalled RHP Drew Gagnon from Las Vegas 51s. 

Tampa Bay Rays activated CF Mallex Smith from the 10-day disabled list. 

Los Angeles Angels designated RHP Osmer Morales for assignment. 

  

 


