
Kipnis clubs walk-off slam for 1,000th hit 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- Jason Kipnis strolled up the first-base line, admiring his shot to the right-field seats as the Progressive Field crowd roared. In 

the on-deck circle, Francisco Lindor threw his bat high into the air, kicked his legs in celebration and ran onto the field like a little kid. 

 

For most of Wednesday night, the Indians' offense was silent. Kipnis put an end to that with a walk-off grand slam off Ian Hamilton to give the 

Tribe a 4-1 victory over the White Sox. It marked the fifth walk-off win of the year for the American League Central champions and set off an on-

field party that Cleveland hopes is a teaser for October. 

"Couldn't draw it up much better than that one," Kipnis said. "That felt good." 

 

Seven years ago, Kipnis' first career hit for the Indians was a walk-off single against the Angels. Carlos Santana scored the winning run and 

Austin Kearns and Travis Buck were the first to greet Kipnis on the infield with celebratory jabs in that one. Last month, Kipnis recorded an 

inside-the-park homer for his 100th career round-tripper. 

 

As the ninth inning took shape for the Indians -- Josh Donaldson beat out an infield hit, Yandy Diaz singled and Yan Gomes was hit by a pitch -- 

Kipnis thought ahead to another milestone. He was sitting on 999 career hits when he walked to the plate with one out and the bases loaded. 

 

"There's just something going on with these round numbers," Kipnis said. "Going into the ninth inning, I thought, 'Wouldn't this be a way to get 

the 1,000th?' As it turned out, I got closer and closer to the on-deck circle and home plate. The thought would keep creeping into my head and 

actually gave me a little more confidence. I was like, 'It's meant to be.' 

 

"It's weird what belief can do in these situations. I was like, 'It's going to happen, I know it's going to happen.'" 

 

Hamilton worked the count full against Kipnis, who swung through a changeup in the heart of the zone on the second pitch of their battle. For 

the 3-2 pitch, the White Sox righty returned to the offspeed offering, sending one over the middle again. This time, Kipnis made the most of 

what was now a mistake pitch. 

 

The result was a no-doubter and Kipnis' teammates celebrated accordingly, pouring from the dugout and forming a mob around the plate. After 

launching his bat high in the air, Lindor looked up and quickly recalled that gravity would return the spiraling lumber back to earth. 

 

"I didn't know what to do. I was just freaking out," Lindor said with a laugh. "I threw it really high and I stood there with my hands up, and then I 

looked up and was like, 'Oh, [no]. Where am I going to go now?' It was a scary moment for a second." 

 

Lindor sprinted to Rajai Davis, who was jogging home from third base, and began jumping and high-fiving him several steps ahead of the plate. 

 

"That was a first," Davis chuckled. 

 

As he closed in on the chaotic crowd of players, Kipnis spiked his helmet on the ground, let out a howl and high-fived Lindor with both hands. 

He then disappeared in the pile, while being doused with water and having his jersey tugged in all directions. Kipnis emerged from the pack and 

Lindor found him again, embracing him in a hug. 

 

"That's a fun feeling," Kipnis said. 

 

The game-winning jack took Indians starter Carlos Carrasco off the hook following 6 2/3 overpowering innings. The big right-hander piled up 11 

strikeouts, walked one and made just one mistake. In the sixth, Daniel Palka crushed a low fastball out to center for a solo homer. 

 

For eight innings, it looked like that might be enough to even the series. The primary issue was White Sox starter Dylan Covey, who stifled the 

Indians over six shutout innings before turning it over to the bullpen. 

 

"It's one of those games where you hope one mistake didn't cost you a game," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "Because, that's all 

[Carrasco] really did." 

 

Kipnis took care of that, providing another positive moment within what has been a trying season for the veteran. 

 

His early-season offensive woes led to being removed from the No. 2 spot in the lineup. He now has a consistent home in the lower-third. The 

Aug. 31 acquisition of Donaldson forced Jose Ramirez to move to second, pushing Kipnis -- a long-time second baseman -- to center field, 

where he is adjusting on the fly. 

Throughout all the turbulence, Kipnis has remained focused on doing what is asked of him and preparing for the postseason. 

 

"It doesn't matter what you do in the regular season," Lindor said. "If you go up in the postseason and you step up, and you help your team win, 

you're going to be remembered. People are going to remember you." 

 

Dating to Aug. 26, when Kipnis implemented a mechanical adjustment involving his hands, he has hit .317/.405/.683 with six homers, five 

doubles, 23 RBIs and as many walks (eight) as strikeouts in 19 games. That stretch began with the game that included his milestone inside-

the-park homer. 

 

Kipnis certainly made the most of his 1,000th career hit. 

 



"I'm still feeling good. I'm still feeling confident," Kipnis said. "This game is a metaphor for my season, too. I look for my openings, and where I 

can contribute and help out. It's up to me whether I can stay ready for it." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Donaldson's dribbler: The ninth inning began with Donaldson hitting a slow roller in front of the plate, where reliever Juan Minaya fielded the 

ball and fired it to first. Donaldson narrowly beat the throw, stepping on the bag as the ball was arriving into first baseman Matt Davidson's 

glove. The White Sox challenged, but the safe call stood, giving the Indians a critical baserunner for the game-winning push. 

 

"That's just the fun part of the game, you know?" Davis said. "Never giving up to the last out. Obviously, Donaldson set that up. I think that 

made up for all the hard-hit outs he's had. They made a nice play on him earlier in the game, but he got that nice infield hit at the right time and 

set the situation up." 

 

Diaz finds the hole: After Donaldson reached in the ninth, he was replaced on the bases by the fleet-footed Davis. On a 2-1 pitch to Diaz, Davis 

broke for second base, forcing shortstop Tim Anderson to break for the bag. Diaz swung and sent a grounder through the hole created by 

Anderson's shift. Instead of a potential double-play ball, Diaz singled and the rally remained alive. 

 

"Pitchers, they're going to pitch a little bit under pressure, a little bit more stress," Davis said. "Yandy was able to put the bat on the ball and I 

was breaking at the time. Somebody's got to cover. It worked out for us. I'm thankful." 

 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

Playing in back-to-back games for the first time since coming off the DL, Donaldson made a pair of impressive defensive plays at third. The first 

was a sliding back-handed grab on a grounder from Ryan Cordell in the third inning and firing a strong throw across the diamond. Cordell was 

robbed again in the seventh, when Donaldson lunged to his right to snare another grounder before again firing to first for a highlight-reel out. 

 

SOUND SMART 

For Carrasco, this was his career-best seventh outing of the season with at least 10 strikeouts and the club's 29th individual double-digit 

strikeout performance, which leads the Major Leagues. It's the most in a single season in the Majors since 2002, when the D-backs had 30. 

 

Kipnis is the 37th player in Indians history to reach 1,000 career hits with the franchise. He is the only player in club history to have at least 100 

home runs, 100 steals and 1,000 hits. Kipnis and Davey Lopes (Sept. 2, 1979) are the only players in MLB history to hit a walk-off slam for their 

1,000th career hit. 

 

UP NEXT 

Indians right-hander Josh Tomlin (1-5, 6.59 ERA) is scheduled to start the series finale against the White Sox at 7:10 p.m. ET on Thursday at 

Progressive Field. Tomlin has a 4.22 ERA in six appearances since coming off the disabled list. Chicago will counter with righty James Shields 

(7-16, 4.53 ERA). 

 

Bauer set to be activated from DL on Friday 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- The Indians want Trevor Bauer in their postseason rotation. In order to do that, the team has worked with the pitcher on 

mapping out a schedule that will allow him to make three abbreviated starts before the end of the regular season. 

 

That process will begin on Friday, when Bauer is activated from the disabled list in order to start and log a couple of innings against the Red 

Sox. Barring any setbacks, the Indians pitcher -- sidelined since mid-August due to a stress fracture in his right fibula -- would start again on 

Tuesday (at White Sox) and potentially on Sept. 30 (at Royals) in preparation for the American League Division Series. 

"Getting [Bauer] back is great," manager Terry Francona said prior to Wednesday's game against the White Sox at Progressive Field. "His goal, 

and ours, is to see if he can start. But if he can't, having him in the bullpen is still really positive. We asked him for his honesty on how he is 

feeling, and we'll give him our feedback. But this was the best way to do it." 

 

Bauer was in the midst of the AL Cy Young Award conversation when his season was stalled by a Jose Abreu comebacker on Aug. 11 in 

Chicago. Through 25 starts before the injury, the right-hander went 12-6 with a 2.22 ERA and 214 strikeouts against 56 walks in 166 innings. In 

terms of WAR, Bauer is still tied for first in the AL via Fangraphs (6.0) and ranks fourth in the AL via Baseball Reference (5.6). 

 

Bauer logged 40 pitches in two simulated innings off Progressive Field's main mound before Saturday's game, giving the team a chance to 

collect data about his delivery and pitches. Bauer followed that up with three simulated innings (roughly 60 pitches) against hitters on Tuesday. 

 

That led to Wednesday's meetings to determine the next step for the All-Star pitcher. Francona said Bauer's rehab work and throwing program 

over the past month helped put him in a spot where he can now start ramping back up for a place on Cleveland's postseason roster. 

 

"[Bauer]'s got himself in a position where he's jumping right into games," Francona said. "You don't have to worry about his arm. He's given 

himself every chance possible by the way he attacked his rehab." 

 

Worth noting 

 

• Rookie right-hander Shane Bieber will move to the bullpen, and the plan is to have him come out of the bullpen after Bauer on Friday. If Bauer 

works his way back into the playoff rotation, Bieber would likely assume a relief role. If that is the case, Francona likes Bieber's ability to 

consistently throw strikes, stay poised and log multi-inning outings. 

 



"[Bieber]'s not being 'relegated' to the bullpen," Francona said. "He'd be going there to help us win." 

 

• Bauer's return also impacts the schedule of right-hander Mike Clevinger. Francona said he and pitching coach Carl Willis gave Clevinger the 

option of following Bauer out of the bullpen on Friday or starting on Saturday. Clevinger opted to take the ball Saturday, meaning he will be 

working on six days of rest. Righty Adam Plutko will then start in Sunday's finale against Boston. 

 

"We gave him the choice," Francona said of Clevinger. "He feels like he's in such a good spot in his routines" 

 

• Third baseman Josh Donaldson was in Wednesday's starting lineup against the White Sox, marking his first back-to-back starts since May. 

Designated hitter Edwin Encarnacion was also back in the lineup, following three days of rest for a mild right ankle injury. 

 

Kipnis hits grand slam in 9th, Indians beat White Sox 4-1 

STEVE HERRICKAssociated Press 

 Jason Kipnis ' game-ending grand slam and 1,000th career hit came on one big swing. 

 

"I couldn't have drawn it up much better than that one," he said. 

 

Kipnis homered with one out in the ninth inning and the Cleveland Indians rallied for a 4-1 win over the Chicago White Sox on Wednesday 

night. 

Kipnis hit a 3-2 pitch from Ian Hamilton into the right field seats for his milestone hit and was doused with water buckets by his teammates as 

he conducted a postgame television interview. 

 

While the Indians have already clinched their third straight AL Central title, the season has been a difficult one for Kipnis. He's struggled at the 

plate and was moved from second base to center field two weeks ago. 

 

"My head it still where it needs to be," he said. "I'm fine. I'm still feeling good. I'm still feeling confident. The game is a metaphor for my season, 

too. I look for my openings, and where I can contribute and help out. It's up to me whether I can stay ready for it." 

 

The Indians were held to two hits through eight before their comeback. 

 

Josh Donaldson started the ninth with an infield hit. Pitcher Juan Minaya fielded the ball that rolled about 30 feet up the third base line, but 

Donaldson beat the throw to first. Chicago challenged the play but the ruling was upheld. 

 

Pinch-hitter Yandy Diaz bounced a single through the left side that moved pinch-runner Rajai Davis to second. 

 

Melky Cabrera popped up a bunt attempt to the mound that was caught by reliever Caleb Frare (0-1). Hamilton replaced Frare, but hit Yan 

Gomes with the first pitch to load the bases. 

 

Oliver Perez (1-1) recorded the final out in the ninth for the Indians. 

 

Daniel Palka homered for the White Sox, who remained winless at Progressive Field this season, falling to 0-8. 

 

"Tough loss," Chicago manager Rick Renteria said. "We were right there. We tried to give them everything we could. Kipnis gets a pitch that he 

drove out of the ballpark." 

 

Indians starter Carlos Carrasco struck out 11 in 6 2/3 innings, but gave up Palka's home run to center with one out in the sixth. 

 

Chicago's strong pitching made the lead hold up until the ninth. Dylan Covey allowed two hits in six innings and struck out Yonder Alonso with 

the bases loaded to end the third. 

 

White Sox slugger Jose Abreu was released from a Cleveland hospital Wednesday after being treated for an infection in his right thigh. 

 

Donaldson, acquired from Toronto on Aug. 31, turned in two outstanding plays at third base, both against Ryan Cordell. 

 

Donaldson went to his knees to make a backhand stop of a third-inning grounder, jumped to his feet and made a strong throw to first. He 

speared a hard-hit ground ball in the seventh and made another strong throw for the out. 

 

The 2015 AL MVP is batting .167 (3 for 18) with four strikeouts in six games with Cleveland. 

 

"Played the heck out of third base tonight, then he beat out that bunt," manager Terry Francona said. "That was good." 

 

Donaldson played on consecutive days for the first time since joining the Indians. Francona said he'll be off on Thursday. 

 

Palka moved into a tie with Atlanta's Ronald Acuna Jr. for the major league lead in rookie home runs. 

 

TAKE IT SLOW 

 

Renteria has no planned timetable for when Abreu will return. 



"We're not going to be in any rush to have him come back," Renteria said. "It would be foolish to do so." 

 

The All-Star first baseman is batting .265 with 22 homers and 78 RBIs in 128 games. 

 

MILLER TIME 

Andrew Miller appeared in back-to-back games for the first time since coming off the disabled list on Sept. 10. He replaced Carrasco in the 

seventh and gave up a single to Yoan Moncada and retired Yolmer Sanchez on a fly ball. 

 

Miller has been on the DL three times with hamstring, knee and shoulder injuries. 

 

PLAYING HURT 

Ramirez, the Indians' All-Star second baseman, was in the lineup a night after being hit on the left arm by Carlos Rodon's pitch Tuesday. 

Ramirez was 0 for 2 with two walks. 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

White Sox: C Welington Castillo (left elbow), who pinch hit Tuesday in the ninth inning, was not in the lineup after experiencing soreness. 

Castillo hyperextended his elbow while swinging the bat during Chicago's previous series in Baltimore. 

Indians: Encarnacion (sore ankle) returned after missing two games and was 1 for 4. 

 

UP NEXT 

White Sox RHP James Shields (7-16, 4.53 ERA) takes on Indians RHP Josh Tomlin (1-5, 6.49 ERA) in the three-game series finale. Shields 

leads the AL in losses. 

 

Trevor Bauer returning from DL Friday as Indians eye playoff rotation 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND -- The Cleveland Indians want Trevor Bauer in their postseason rotation. 

Would anyone be bold enough to follow the Rays' lead and start a reliever in the postseason? We've got six teams who should consider it. 

 

The next step will come Friday night against the Boston Red Sox in his first appearance since breaking his right leg last month. 

 

Indians manager Terry Francona said Bauer will pitch a "couple of innings" and then throw in the bullpen to increase his pitch count. 

 

Francona wants Bauer to make two additional starts during the regular season. The right-hander is expected to start Tuesday against the 

Chicago White Sox and will likely pitch again the last weekend of the season in Kansas City. 

 

"To give him a chance to start, we felt like he needed to have three outings," Francona said. "So this was the way to do it. Getting him back is 

great. His goal and ours is to see if he can start." 

 

The Indians hope Bauer can build up his pitch count by the time the AL Division Series begins Oct. 5. Using him as a reliever is another option. 

 

"Having him in the bullpen is still really positive," Francona said. "We asked him for his honesty on how he is feeling and we'll give him our 

feedback. But this was the best way to do it." 

 

Bauer has been sidelined since he was struck on the lower leg by a line drive off the bat of Chicago White Sox first baseman Jose Abreu on 

Aug. 11. He was diagnosed with a stress fracture of his right fibula. 

 

Bauer has gone through a rigorous throwing program to return from the injury. He began by playing catch from his knees while wearing a 

walking boot. Bauer gradually progressed to throwing off the mound and faced hitters Tuesday in a three-inning simulated game. 

 

"He's got himself in a position where he's jumping right into games," Francona said. "Where you don't have to worry about his arm. He's giving 

himself every chance possible by the way he attacked his rehab." 

 

Bauer is 12-6 with a 2.22 ERA in 25 starts and was named to his first All-Star team. 

 

Francona said rookie Shane Bieber will relieve Bauer in Friday's game. Mike Clevinger, another candidate for the postseason rotation, will start 

Saturday. 

 

Corey Kluber will start Monday and Sept. 29 to line up for Game 1 of the division series. 

 

Indians notebook: Trevor Bauer to be activated, start on Friday; Shane Bieber to follow from bullpen 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND — The Indians now have a plan for Trevor Bauer, a crucial piece to their postseason puzzle. 

Bauer, who has been on the disabled list since Aug. 14 — retroactive to Aug. 12 — with a stress fracture in his right fibula, is slated to be 
activated and start Friday’s game against the Boston Red Sox, said manager Terry Francona. 

Bauer had built a Cy Young case before the injury, going 12-6 with a 2.22 ERA and 214 strikeouts in 166 innings. Despite being sidelined for 
more than a month, he still is tied with the Houston Astros’ Justin Verlander for the American League lead with a 6.0 pitching WAR. 



The plan is for Bauer to throw “a couple” of innings and finish his work in the bullpen. He’ll then take the mound again on Tuesday to get a little 
more lengthened out. That will allow him to log three outings, which is the Indians’ goal to get him back up to speed before the American 
League Division Series, in which the Indians will likely face Verlander’s Astros. 

Although Bauer’s postseason role hasn’t yet been entirely defined, Francona said this is the best route to keep him in the starting rotation. 

“We talked to Trev, he was really good about it,” Francona said. “Getting him back is great. His goal and our [goal] is to see if he can start. But if 
he can’t, having him in the bullpen is still really positive. We asked him for his honesty on how he is feeling and we’ll give him our feedback. But 
this was the best way to do it.” 

Shane Bieber is slated to come out of the bullpen and follow Bauer on Friday. The Indians know — especially if Bauer is healthy enough by 
Oct. 5 — that roles would be shifted around, and Bieber could be a bullpen option. Bieber has been mostly solid in his rookie season, posting a 
10-4 record and 4.50 ERA with 108 strikeouts and only 19 walks in 104 innings. 

“That will give him an experience of coming out of the bullpen, even though he knows when he’s coming in,” Francona said of Bieber. “It’s a 
good transition. Everybody’s going to end up having to pitch out of the bullpen at some point if we get to where where we want to. So, that will 
be good for him. ... We think that he’s not being relegated to the bullpen. He’d be going there to help us win.” 

Mike Clevinger will be pushed back to start Saturday’s game, and Adam Plutko will take the mound Sunday night. 

Andrew Miller pitched the ninth inning Tuesday, recording four outs and three strikeouts after a passed ball on Yan Gomes. He averaged 94.5 
on his fastball and topped out at 96.7. His slider was sharp. It was the best he’s looked, Francona said. 

“I thought it was his best outing yet, the best stuff,” Francona said. “He had that strikeout that was kind of a wild pitch or whatever you call it, so 
he had to pitch out of it with runners on, but I thought it was by far his best stuff. ... We’ve been saying we might not have our best team until 
the last week of the year. That’d be a heck of a time to get it.” 

Since coming off the disabled list, Miller has had two strong outings followed by two less-than-great appearances and finally Tuesday night’s 
solid inning. Miller said he loved the way he felt coming off the DL, when the Indians were in Tampa Bay, and specifically liked how his slider 
felt coming out of his hand. 

In the Indians’ previous series against the Detroit Tigers, Miller said he didn’t quite have the results he wanted. Tuesday night was another 
outing to put in the positive column. 

“I think I threw the ball really well in Tampa. If I threw the ball the way I threw in Tampa, I’ll be fine,” Miller said. “But that’s not the reality. Reality 
is there are peaks and valleys. I’ll try to ride the waves as long as I can, get off the bad ones. And, like I said, Detroit wasn’t the results I wanted 
and certainly isn’t how necessarily I want to feel, [but] it wasn’t that far out of line that it causes me to worry.” 
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Indians 4, White Sox 1: 15 Walk-Off Thoughts on the easiest negotiations of Jason Kipnis’ career, a walk-off grand slam for hit No… 

By Ryan Lewis 

Here are 15 Walk-Off Thoughts after the Indians’ 4-1 win over the Chicago White Sox. 

1. As Jason Kipnis’ walk-off grand slam sailed over the right-field wall, Francisco Lindor chucked his bat straight up into the air. Lindor was in 
the on-deck circle and had perhaps the best view of Kipnis’ game-winning blast. In the chaos of a wild come-from-behind win that ended in 
such a thunderous way, he just about knocked himself out with the bat barreling back to Earth. 

2. “I threw the bat and then I ran from my bat,” Lindor said. “All we needed was two runs. I knew whatever happened after that, it didn’t matter. 
But, I realized it’s a home run. I didn’t know what to do. I was just freaking out. ... I threw it really high and I stood there with my hands up, and 
then I looked up and was like, ‘Oh, s***. Where am I going to go now?’ It was a scary moment for a second.” 

3. While Lindor dodged his own bat, Kipnis rounded the bases knowing a mobbing was waiting for him at home plate. His walk-off grand slam 
also notched hit No. 1,000 in his career, a marquee way to celebrate such a milestone. That possibility for such a storybook-like way to do it 
crossed Kipnis’ mind. He walked to the plate with the Indians trailing 1-0. He worked it to a full count. And then he belted a no-doubter. 
Progressive Field went from three hours of near silence to a couple minutes of bedlam. 

4. “Going into the ninth inning, I thought, ‘Wouldn’t this be a way to get the 1,000th?’” he said. “As it turned out, I got closer and closer to the on 
deck circle and home plate, the thought would keep creeping into my head and actually gave me a little more confidence. I was like, ‘It’s meant 
to be.’ It’s weird what belief can do in these situations. I was like, ‘It’s going to happen, I know it’s going to happen.’ And it played out that way.” 

5. This season has been anything but ideal for Kipnis. He started the year on a horrific offensive stretch that has clouded his season-total 
numbers. He found his swing and was then told he’d not only need to shift to center field, but that he’d have to prove he was the best option. 
He’s taken proverbial hit after proverbial hit. Wednesday night, in a way, was almost a release. 

6. “A little bit, yeah,” Kipnis said when asked if he took an extra moment to enjoy it. “There’s still going to be fun moments even in a year where 
I’m not hitting as high an average, but if you look at the other numbers, they’re still pretty even across the board of what I’m usually doing. So 
my head it still where it needs to be. I’m fine, I’m still feeling good, I’m still feeling confident. Again, like I said, the game is a metaphor for my 
season too. I look for my openings, and where I can contribute and help out. It’s up to me whether I can stay ready for it.” 

7. Wednesday night’s game didn’t exactly carry much weight in terms of the Indians’ season. But, for Kipnis, it was continued validation for a 
player wanting to stay in the everyday lineup. 

8. Said Kipnis: “That’s the reason I’m apt to go to center field. You ask any guy who’s not on the field all nine innings, they want to be on the 
field, too. If they could have their way, they would be on the field and if that’s the position I need to play to get out there, like I said, that’s why 
I’m going out there. To stay in the game, so that stuff like this can happen.” 

9. “Two weeks from now, nobody is going to care that we won a game in the 9th inning, but that’s what you set out to do today is to win, and we 
did,” said Indians manager Terry Francona. “To let the guys feel that feeling of jumping on Kip and congratulating him, and what led up to it, 
that’s a good feeling.” 10. After the game, Kipnis had what he called the easiest negotiations of his career. Kipnis met with the fan who caught 



the ball and exchanged it with a signed ball and a “sincere hug.” Kipnis added, “That he gave it up and was so great, it shows how much fans 
care.” 

11. Carlos Carrasco has been on a tear since the All-Star Game. His 105 strikeouts since that time are the most in baseball, and he’s posted a 
stellar 2.36 ERA. He also passed Gary Bell for ninth on the Indians’ all-time strikeouts list with 1,113. As the Indians have been without Bauer—
who will return on Friday—Carrasco has had the best stretch of his season and one of the better runs of his career. On Wednesday night, he 
was tagged for a solo home run that came on a low fastball that didn’t catch much of any of the strike zone. 

12. “I thought he was terrific,” Francona said. “It’s one of those games where you hope one mistake didn’t cost you a game, because that’s all 
he really did. Palka kid hit a low fastball, just killed it, he’s a strong kid. Other than that, he was terrific.” 

13. Josh Donaldson continues to test his calf with positive results. He came up with a few fine plays at third base, including a couple of strong 
throws to beat runners to the bag. He also beat out a dribbler down the third-base line that started the rally in the ninth and opened the door for 
Kipnis’ blast. 

14. “Played the heck out of third base tonight, then he beat out that bunt,” Francona said. “That was good. He’ll be off tomorrow, then we’ll 
come back and play him two, maybe three. He’s making progress. Miller pitching back to back and holding his stuff. There were some good 
things.” 

15. Added Lindor: “It was great. It was great. We’ve got to work on his slide, but it was great. He goes out there hard, but it was great. I knew he 
could play defense, but he’s helping us a lot. He’s helping us a lot and he’s a gamer. I love that.” 
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Indians 4, White Sox 1: Jason Kipnis crushes walk-off grand slam to beat White Sox 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND — For eight innings, there was nothing for the Indians. 

Zero runs. Only two hits. Very little in the way of an offensive rally. The Indians were left silent for three hours of helpless swing-and-misses 
against the Chicago White Sox. 

Until the ninth. 

That’s when a lead-off infield dribbler opened the door for a wild, come-from-behind rally that ended with a thunderous walk-off grand slam by 
Jason Kipnis as the Indians topped the White Sox 4-1 Wednesday night at Progressive Field. 

Facing White Sox reliever Juan Minaya, Josh Donaldson led off the ninth with a slow roller of a single down the third-base line, putting pinch-
runner Rajai Davis on base as the tying run. With left-hander Caleb Frare on the mounds and Yandy Diaz at the plate, Davis took off for second 
base. That opened up the left side of the infield, and Diaz grounded a ball through the hole to put two runners on. 

Melky Cabrera attempted to bunt both runners over but instead popped it up to Frare, giving away the first out of the inning. Reliever Ian 
Hamilton entered and hit Yan Gomes with his first pitch to load the bases with one out. 

That set the stage for Kipnis, who worked a full count before crushing a no-doubt grand slam to right field as Progressive Field erupted. 

Indians starter Carlos Carrasco matched White Sox starter Dylan Covey zero for zero until the sixth inning, when Daniel Palka hammered a 2-2 
fastball on the lower half of the plate over the wall in right center. Carrasco knew it was gone the moment it left Palka’s bat, and the White Sox 
(59-92) had a 1-0 lead. 

Carrasco didn’t factor in the decision, but he had a stellar night on the mound for the Indians (85-66). In 6 2/3 innings, he allowed one run on 
four hits and a walk and struck out 11. Carrasco left the mound with the most strikeouts (105) since the All-Star break among all American 
League pitchers, and lowered his ERA to 3.35. 

Carrasco also passed Gary Bell for ninth on the Indians’ all-time strikeout list with 1,104. 

Covey began the game with a 5.64 ERA but had little trouble navigating the Indians lineup. In six innings, he allowed only two hits, walked three 
and struck out five. 

Andrew Miller entered in the seventh, pitching on back-to-back nights for the first time in a major-league setting since May 22-23. Miller allowed 
a single to Yoan Moncada with two outs and then retired Yolmer Sanchez on a harmless flyout to end the inning. 
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Ready for October: Is Jason Kipnis close to being the Cleveland Indians' best option in center field? 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- When the Cleveland Indians traded for Josh Donaldson at the end of August, manager Terry Francona and president of 
baseball operations Chris Antonetti told Jason Kipnis that he would have a chance to earn the job in center field by becoming the team's best 
option there. 

Though the work continues, the eight-year veteran said Tuesday that the more opportunities he sees on balls hit toward him, the better he is 
going to get before playoff baseball arrives in October. 

Chicago's Yoan Moncada drilled a double to the wall in left center in the third inning off Indians starter Corey Kluber on Tuesday that fooled 
Kipnis, who came in on the ball initially. 

"I got a good jump, I just misread a little on that one," Kipnis said. "That one was probably one of the first ones I tried to cut across, but it was hit 
harder than I thought. That's all that happened. It's a low line drive that he just got good wood on and carried all the way to the wall." 



Moncada's drive left the bat with an exit velocity of 103.6 mph and had a catch probability of just 54 percent according to StatCast. Later in the 
game, Chicago's Tim Anderson smoked a 101.3 mph liner to center that Kipnis caught head high. That ball had a 61 percent hit probability and 
Kipnis had no trouble with it. 

"That one I had a better read on," Kipnis said. "You get to the side and get under it. If you ask the coaches I'm working with, too, I'm getting 
good jumps on everything. If I get to it, it's caught. I'm not worried about dropping anything." 

Kipnis said the final 12 games of the season will hopefully give him plenty of chances to see balls hit to him like the ones he played in 
Tuesday's game. 

"Just the edge of being in a different position has me on my toes the whole time, so I'm never really getting lackadaisical out there," he said. 
"It's a work in progress. We're trying to prove that I can do it. Much rather do something like that today than in a couple weeks here, so I'm not 
too worried about it at all." 

In the meantime, Kipnis continues to look more and more comfortable at the plate after struggling through one of the worst slumps of his career 
earlier in the season. He homered off lefty Carlos Rodon in the fifth inning to put the Indians in front, 3-0. In 12 games against the White Sox 
this year, Kipnis is batting .319 (15-47) with two doubles, four homers, nine RBI and five runs scored. 

"We've had our ups and downs," Kipnis said. "But as long as we're still giving competitive at-bats and contributing one way or another, I'm going 
to be happy." 

Kipnis said he got to the point where he needed to stop looking at the scoreboard and checking his batting average before heading to the plate. 

"The only thing that's going to be beneficial to everyone is if I focus on having good at-bats," he said. "Going into late in the season, I think 
that's what everyone wants." 

Trevor Bauer will start for Cleveland Indians on Friday against Boston 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Indians figure if Trevor Bauer is going to be available to them as a starter in the postseason, he has to make three 
starts before the end of the regular season. 

Start No. 1, according to manager Terry Francona, will come Friday against the Boston Red Sox at Progressive Field. Bauer has not appeared 
in a big-league game since Aug. 11 when he was hit by a line drive and suffered a stress fracture of his right fibula. 

Bauer is expected to pitch a couple of innings against the Red Sox and be relieved by rookie Shane Bieber, who apparently will be moved to 
the bullpen for the postseason if Bauer's comeback is successful. 

"Trevor will go a couple of innings and then finish up in the bullpen," said Francona. 

If things go well Tuesday, Bauer will make his second start on Tuesday at Guaranteed Rate Field against the White Sox. Bauer suffered his 
injury facing the White Sox at Guaranteed Rate Field when Jose Abreu hit him with a line drive in the seventh inning. 

"He'll get a little more lengthened out in that start," said Francona. 

Depending on Bauer's performance, his third start could be Sept. 30 in Kansas City, the final game of the regular season. The Indians are 
expected to open the ALDS against Houston on Oct. 5 at Minute Maid Park. 

The Indians held a series of meetings on Wednesday to set up the rotation for the final two weeks of the season. 

"For him to have a chance to start (in the postseason), we felt like he needed to have three outings, so this is the way to do it," said Francona. 
"We talked to Trev and he was really good about it. One, getting him back is great. His goal and our goal is to see if he can start, but if he can't 
having him in the bullpen is really positive. 

"We asked him for his honesty on how he's feeling. And we told him we'd give him our feedback. But this was the best way to do it." 

Bauer (12-6, 2.22) was having a career season when he was injured. He has 214 strikeouts with 56 walks in 166 innings. The opposition is 
hitting .205 against him. 

On Tuesday, Bauer threw a three-inning simulated game. He told reporters afterward that he felt like he was not being hindered by his injury. 
He reported to Progressive Field on Wednesday with no ill effects from Tuesday's effort. 

"He got himself in position where he's jumping right into games and we don't have to worry about his arm," said Francona. "He's given himself 
every chance possible by the way he attacked his rehab." 

Francona said Bauer will begin drills on Wednesday to work on bunts and covering first base. 

"We have some work cut out for us," said Francona. "By allowing Trevor to see if he can help us, we have to work with the other pitchers, too. 
We don't want to undo what they have going. We've talked to every pitcher, but (Carlos) Carrasco, who is pitching tonight. We'll talk to him on 
Thursday." 

Mike Clevinger will start Saturday followed by rookie Adam Plukto on Sunday night. Corey Kluber is scheduled to start Monday in Chicago. 
Kluber is expected to start Game 1 of the ALDS. 

Francona likes the idea of Bieber (10-4, 4.50) in the bullpen because he's quick to the plate, throws strikes and doesn't walk many batters. 

"It's a good transition (for Bieber) because everybody is going to have to end up pitching out of the bullpen at some point if we get where we 
want to," said Francona. "So that will be good for him." 
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Jason Kipnis reaches 1,000 hits in grand (slam) style as Cleveland Indians beat White Sox, 4-1, in ninth inning 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - It looked like another night of no support for Carlos Carrasco. And in that regard it was exactly that. 

But after Carrasco left in the seventh inning trailing, 1-0, despite striking out 11 batters, the Indians did something they've found difficult to do all 
season -- engineer a walk-off win. 

Jason Kipnis gave the Tribe its fifth walk-off win of the season with a grand slam with one out in the ninth to beat the White Sox, 4-1, at 
Progressive Field. It was the 1,000th hit of his Kipnis' career. 

After Josh Donaldson and Yandy Diaz opened the inning with soft singles to put pinch runners Rajai Davis on second and Greg Allen on first, 
Melky Cabrera popped up a bunt and was called out on the infield fly rule. Ian Hamilton relieved Caleb Frare and promptly hit Yan Gomes in the 
back to load the bases. Hamilton fell behind Kipnis, 3-2, before Kipnis hit the second walk-off homer of his career. 

It was Kipnis' 17th homer and his second in as many games. 

"You couldn't draw it up much better than that," said Kipnis. 

Kipnis said the walk-off win just showed how important it is to play all nine innings. 

"You tip your cap to both starting pitchers, they did a great job," said Kipnis. "Especially Cookie (Carrasco) keeping us in there when we weren't 
doing too much as an offense, but we've just got to keep at it and look for any opening we can find. 

"In the ninth give credit to Donaldson who beat that ball out and Yandy for putting that one in play and finding that hole. Things started to turn, 
and you never know when that chance is going to happen, so you just stay with it." 

Donaldson opened the ninth by beating out an infield hit to third. The White Sox challenged the safe call, but a review of 1:15 upheld the call on 
the field. Davis replaced Donaldson and when he broke for second, shortstop Tim Anderson went to cover the bag as Diaz sent a single right 
where Anderson had been standing. 

"We seem to get the tying run to the plate (in the ninth inning) more times than not, and some good things happen when you do," said manager 
Terry Francona. 

When the Indians clinched the AL Central title on Saturday, they scored 15 runs against Detroit. Overall, they rank third in the league in runs 
scored. 

Those two facts, however, have been lost on Carrasco in his last four starts. All Carrasco did was allow one run in 6 2/3 innings, but it wasn't 
enough to earn his 17th win. Carrasco, winless since Aug. 28, has watched the Indians score a total of seven runs in his last four starts. 

It's not like he's been a no-show in those four starts. Carrasco has struck out 39 in 28 innings, while posting a 3.21 ERA. 

Carrasco made one mistake. He threw a 2-2 fastball to rookie Daniel Palka in sixth inning and Palka sent it over the wall in center field. The ball 
left Palka's bat at 105.3 mph, according to Statcast.com, and it sounded like it. 

It was Palka's third homer in as many games and his 26th of the season. It's the most homers ever by a left-handed hitter White Sox rookie. 

The run was the only earned run Carrasco has allowed against the White Sox this season in three starts, covering 20 2/3 innings. The first two 
starts went in Carrasco's favor. 

"Gomer (Gomes) called the right pitch, he wanted it inside," said Carrasco. "I shook and went down and away. I think he was looking for that 
ball, got extended and hit it out." 

Dylan Covey held the Indians scoreless on two hits over six innings. It was Covey's fifth start against the Indians this season and he was 
treated rather rudely in the first four, going 1-2 with a 6.63 ERA. 

Wednesday night was different. Covey struck out five, walked three and found himself in serious trouble just once. The Indians loaded the 
bases in the third as Michael Brantley reached on a strikeout wild pitch and Jose Ramirez and Josh Donaldson walked. Covey struck out 
Yonder Alonso to end the threat. 

Carrasco did not seem to be overly upset about the lack of offensive support. When Francona removed him with two out in the seventh, he 
walked off the mound applauding his teammates and the fans, who gave him a nice ovation. 

Andrew Miller relieved Carrasco. It was the first time he's made consecutive appearances since coming off the disabled list on Sept. 10. Miller, 
who earned a save in Tuesday's 5-3 win, allowed a single to Yoan Moncada before retiring Yolmer Sanchez to end the seventh. 

The White Sox are 0-8 at Progressive Field this season. The Indians lead the season series, 12-3. 

The Indians entered Wednesday night's game trailing the Astros for the right to host the ALDS by 10 1/2 games. The Astros entered 
Wednesday night's game against Seatle leading the AL West by five games over Oakland. 

Houston continues to roll toward a postseason berth. They are 13-3 in September. 

The pitches 

Carrasco threw 111 pitches, 69 (62 percent) for strikes. Covey threw 95 pitches, 56 (59 percent) for strikes. 

Jim Ingraham: Trevor Bauer returns from injury at the perfect time 

Jim Ingraham | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on Sept. 20, 2018 | Updated 7:26 a. m. 

Attention all Cy Young Award voters, all Vegas handicappers of October baseball, and, most especially, Mr. and Mrs. Corner of Carnegie and 

Ontario, and all the ships at sea: 

 

Trevor Bauer is back! 



Fibula schmibula! 

A mere flesh wound! 

 

Bauer has had worse than that. Being attacked by his own drone comes to mind. Who will ever forget that? Bauer standing on the mound in 

Toronto in the first inning in Game 3 of the 2016 ALCS, blood gushing from his right hand and pooling in the dirt, like the killing floor of a Texas 

slaughterhouse, and Terry Francona strolling casually to the mound and deadpanning to umpire crew chief Brian Gorman, “I think he’s going to 

be Ok.” 

 

There was no blood on the mound in Chicago on Aug. 11, when a line drive off the bat of White Sox slugger Jose Abreu slammed into Bauer’s 

minding-its-own-business right fibula. 

 

There was no blood, but there was plenty of shifting in their seats and arched eyebrows among Indians officials. The crack of the bat is 

romantic. The crack of the fibula is horrifying for a franchise seeking its first World Series title since the Truman administration. 

 

They called it a stress fracture of the right fibula, which technically could be called a broken leg, but don’t tell that to the maniacally-competitive 

Bauer, who probably started his rehab before he even felt the throbbing in his lower leg. 

 

Not him. Not now. Not us. The old Cleveland woe-is-us jalopy immediately came fish-tailing out of the garage of self-pity. As great as Corey 

Kluber has been this year, Bauer has been better. Bauer has been as good, if not better, than any pitcher in the American League. 

 

How dominant? It’s been almost six weeks since Bauer threw a pitch in a game and he’s still second in the league in ERA, third in strikeouts 

per nine innings, fourth in strikeouts and fourth in opponents’ batting average. 

 

He’s tied with Justin Verlander for the highest pitcher’s WAR (6.0, per FanGraphs) in the American League. 

 

He hasn’t thrown a pitch since August 11, but he’s going to throw some Friday night against — how convenient! — potential postseason 

opponent the Boston Red Sox. 

 

This won’t be a full-blown, give us all you got for as long as you can start. It will be a couple innings. A dip-your-toe into the water get-

reacquainted start, to be followed by two more appearances over the Indians’ remaining regular season games. 

 

“To give him a chance to start (in the postseason), we felt he needed to have three outings (in the regular season), and this was the way to do 

it,” Francona said. 

 

If Bauer can’t get up to Bauer-level as a starter, he would be a postseason option out of the bullpen. But the full Bauer, the Bauer-as-starter, is 

what the Indians are hoping for. 

 

He’ll start again on Tuesday, in Chicago, and will hopefully go deeper still into the game. Then he’ll pitch a third time, in the last game of the 

regular season, Sept. 31 in Kansas City. 

 

Then comes the postseason, a postseason that the Indians will feel far more comfortable about with Bauer in the rotation, not the bullpen. 

 

“He gave himself a chance,” Francona said, “by the way he attacked his rehab.” 

 

The way he attacked his rehab is the way he attacked hitters this year, and the hitters didn’t enjoy those attacks. Not at all. 

 

Bauer was really good last year, but the 2018 season was his official coming out party as a top-of-the-rotation star. He controlled games, 

dominated hitters, won games, and was equal parts indefatigable and indestructible — until Abreu’s line drive made him temporarily 

destructible. 

 

His potential return to the rotation, just in time for the postseason, is a huge dose of exciting news for the Indians. With Bauer operating at peak 

efficiency it gives the Indians a Four-Star starting rotation, unmatched by any other postseason team. 

 

When Mike Clevinger records his fourth strikeout in his next start Saturday against Boston, it will give the Indians four pitchers with 200 

strikeouts: the other three are Bauer, Kluber and Carlos Carrasco. 

 

No team in major league history has ever had four pitchers with 200 strikeouts in a season. Until now. Kluber, Clevinger and Carrasco are all 

finishing the season strong. Bauer hopes to. 

 

In the four years Francona has taken the Indians to the postseason, this could be the first time he’s had all four of his top starting pitchers 

healthy and hum baby-ing. 

 

The importance of this can not be overstated. Kluber (19-7), Carrasco (16-9), Bauer (12-6) and Clevinger (12-8) have a combined winning 

percentage of .663. All the other Indians pitchers combined have a winning percentage of .410 (25-36). 

 

This ain’t brain surgery. You win with pitching. Especially in the postseason. 

 

With Bauer back, and pitching like Bauer, the Indians have more starting pitching than anyone. 



How the Trevor Bauer Plan influences the rest of the Indians’ postseason pitching plans 

By Zack Meisel Sep 20, 2018  4   

CLEVELAND — The Indians’ postseason plan is coming into focus. It still looks like that row of tiny letters on the chart at the eye doctor that 

requires some squinting and guesswork. A week from now, it should look like one giant capital E. 

 

Everything revolves around Trevor Bauer and his no-longer-aching right fibula. He’ll start for the Tribe on Friday night against the Red Sox at 

Progressive Field. Shane Bieber will follow him, as Bauer is only expected to log a couple innings before he retreats to the bullpen to empty his 

tank. 

 

Bauer will start again Tuesday in Chicago, and with a longer leash. 

 

The latest revelations answer some questions that have long clouded the club’s playoff plans. 

 

What it means for Bauer 

 

The aim is for Bauer to start in the ALDS. To do that, the Indians feel he needs to record three outings before the end of the regular season. He 

has thrown three times at Progressive Field in the last week, including his mound work Tuesday, in which he threw to a handful of Tribe hitters 

who provided feedback and added a slight sense of realness to what otherwise served as a practice session. Wednesday, he tested his leg 

with some lateral drills in the outfield. 

 

This also sets up Bauer to pitch one final time next weekend in Kansas City, his last tuneup before the playoffs. 

 

“He’s got himself in a position where he’s jumping right into games, where you don’t have to worry about his arm,” Terry Francona said. “He’s 

giving himself every chance possible by the way he attacked his rehab.” 

 

Here’s the Indians’ rotation for the next week … 

Thursday: Tomlin 

Friday: Bauer (with Bieber backing him up) 

Saturday: Clevinger 

Sunday: Plutko 

Monday: Kluber 

Tuesday: Bauer 

 

And here’s a guess at how the rest of the regular season could 

shake out … 

Wednesday: Carrasco 

Thursday: Tomlin 

Friday: Clevinger 

Saturday: Kluber 

Sunday: Bauer 

 

The Indians held a series of meetings Wednesday afternoon to explain the proceedings to the various pitchers involved. Clevinger was given 

the option of relieving Bauer on Friday. He preferred to pitch Saturday and stick with his starting routine, even though he’ll have an extra day of 

rest. 

 

If, for whatever reason, Bauer isn’t able to start for the Indians in the postseason, the team’s brain trust has conversed about how he could fit in 

the bullpen. That isn’t the Indians’ ideal scenario, but Francona noted it “is still really positive.” 

 

What it means for Bieber 

 

He’ll piggyback with Bauer on Friday, an indication that if everything falls the way the Indians are hoping, Bieber will pitch out of the bullpen in 

October. 

 

“He’s not being relegated to the bullpen,” Francona said. “He’d be going there to help us win.” 

 

Five months ago, Bieber was pitching at Class AA against the Binghamton Rumble Ponies. He’s made quite the leap this season to place 

himself into consideration for the playoff roster. 

 

With the Indians, Bieber has registered a 4.50 ERA in 104 innings, with 19 walks and 108 strikeouts. His ability to limit free passes and chew up 

innings could offer the club some value for the postseason, especially if Bauer isn’t quite stretched out. 

 

What it means for the rest of the pitching staff 

 

Francona indicated last week in Tampa that the Indians prefer to carry a four-man rotation in October. The three-man option probably works 

better when the team’s most durable hurler — Bauer — isn’t returning after a six-week absence. 

 

Kluber, Bauer, Carrasco and Clevinger all rank in the top seven in the AL in WAR among pitchers. Bauer and Justin Verlander are locked in a 

tie for first. 

 

Kluber has been all but tabbed for Game 1 of the ALDS in Houston (or, if all hell breaks loose over the next week and a half, Oakland) on Oct. 

5. That would leave Bauer, Carrasco and Clevinger — in some order — to handle the ensuing three contests. Any of them could start Game 2 

on plenty of rest. It also reserves seven (or, perhaps, eight) bullpen spots for Cody Allen, Andrew Miller, Brad Hand, Oliver Pérez and the rest 

of the gang. The decision-makers would likely choose three names from a pool that includes Bieber, Adam Cimber, Adam Plutko, Dan Otero, 

Josh Tomlin, Neil Ramírez and Tyler Olson. 

 



Francona said Wednesday he planned to pitch Cimber plenty this week “so he feels good about himself.” Miller submitted perhaps his sharpest 

outing of the summer Tuesday night as he tallied three strikeouts and his fastball topped out at 97 mph. He is now ready to appear in back-to-

back games, the final hurdle in his recovery from shoulder and knee trouble. 

 

‘It’s meant to be’: Jason Kipnis offers lesson in belief by delivering walk-off slam 

T.J. Zuppe 2h ago  7   

CLEVELAND — There was nothing Francisco Lindor could do from the on-deck circle. Like everyone else, he could only watch Jason Kipnis’ 

at-bat. 

 

He saw how White Sox reliever Ian Hamilton got ahead of Kipnis, 1-2. He witnessed how the left-handed hitter worked the count full, mirroring 

the Indians’ presence on the bases. And he watched as Kipnis extended his bat through the zone on the payoff pitch, connecting on a middle-

middle heater and launching Hamilton’s offering toward the right-field wall. 

 

As the ball sailed over the fence, emotion nearly sent Lindor’s bat into a similar orbit. 

 

“I threw it really high and I stood there with my hands up,” Lindor said. “And then I looked up and was like, ‘Oh, shit. Where am I going to go 

now?’ It was a scary moment for a second.” 

 

Scary. But just a second. 

 

Lindor’s bat landed safely. More important, Kipnis’ long drive over the right-field fence, a no-doubter, left no room for any other anxiety. 

 

His 104 mph blast into the lower deck — Kipnis’ second career walk-off homer and the Tribe’s 10th grand slam of the season — turned the 

Indians’ one-run deficit into a 4-1 win, sending his teammates into a wild, energetic frenzy, the kind that seems improbable without first guzzling 

a case of Red Bull. 

 

Josh Donaldson, Adam Rosales, Brandon Barnes and Yandy Díaz were among those to lead a charge out of the third-base dugout. Lindor 

hopped around, looking for someone to high-five. The closest person was Rajai Davis, the tying run, who had yet to actually touch home plate 

from third. 

 

“I didn’t know what to do,” Lindor said. “I was just freaking out.” 

 

Lindor didn’t hesitate, bouncing up the third-base line to slap hands high above Davis’ head. He then moved on to his next victim, all while 

Kipnis took a few moments to admire his handiwork before accepting his well-deserved trot around the bases. 

 

By the time Kipnis rounded third, the stoic expression on his face had shifted to a smile. He spiked his helmet and timed his choppy steps 

before leaping into the waiting mosh pit (and each of his teammates had far more than high-fives on their mind). 

 

“Couldn’t draw it up much better than that one,” Kipnis said. “Felt good.” 

 

Overall, the heroics proved to be a hell of a way for Kipnis to collect his 1,000th career hit, taking advantage of two well-placed singles and a 

hit-by-pitch earlier in the inning, setting the stage for the one-out blast. 

 

On some level, the milestone proved to be fitting. After all, Kipnis’ first major-league hit — a run-scoring single on July 25, 2011 — was also a 

walk-off. 

 

“Going into the ninth inning,” Kipnis said, “I thought, ‘Wouldn’t this be a way to get the 1,000th?’ As it turned out, I got closer and closer to the 

on-deck circle and home plate, the thought would keep creeping into my head and actually gave me a little more confidence. I was like, ‘It’s 

meant to be.’ It’s weird what belief can do in these situations. I was like, ‘It’s going to happen, I know it’s going to happen.’ And it played out that 

way.” 

 

No one would be shocked, though, if Kipnis’ belief ever waned throughout what has become an extremely trying season. 

 

The Indians have remained more patient with Kipnis’ slumping stick than some might have preferred. They’ve also maintained a belief that their 

best team is the one that features a healthy, contributing Kipnis. 

 

That meant sticking by him despite a slash line that was anything but appealing. That also meant choosing to ignore those ugly numbers, 

something the left-handed hitter recently conceded he needed to do. 

 

But when the team acquired Donaldson at the end of August, the point was delivered in one way or another — Kipnis, following another late-

season position switch, had to prove to be their best option to warrant regular outfield playing time. 

 

To his credit, after a dreadful first two months, he’s slowly dragged his season run-creation rate to within 10 percent of league average. He’s 

been above league average in run creation (wRC+) since the start of June, and he’s hovered around an .800 OPS since the last week in May. 

 

More recently, Kipnis has slashed .317/.405/.683 with six homers since a hand adjustment he began to implement at the plate on Aug. 26. 

 



While his transition back to center field is still, as he’s willing to acknowledge, a work in progress, his offense will probably dictate just how 

sensible it is to keep their natural center fielders, Davis and Greg Allen, on the bench. 

 

“(Wednesday’s) game is a metaphor for my season,” Kipnis said. “I look for my openings and where I can contribute and help out. It’s up to me 

whether I can stay ready for it.”  

 

With the high-fives delivered, hugs exchanged and the Gatorade dumped over the head of Kipnis and SportsTime Ohio reporter Andre Knott by 

an enthusiastic Lindor, the only thing left to do Wednesday night, other than clean up the empty cups around home plate, was procure Kipnis’ 

keepsake. 

 

Minutes after the game, Kipnis traded a personalized signed ball for the 1,000th-hit memento and snapped a photo with a pair of Tribe fans just 

outside the locker room. Pleased with his deal, the lucky walk-off exchanger turned to his friend as they exited the clubhouse. 

 

“How was your night?” he asked him rhetorically. 

 

“Oh, you know, just hanging out with Jason Kipnis.” 

 

Somehow, though, both escaped without a Lindor high-five. 

 

This season .300 hitters have been hard to come by 

David Schoenfield 

I was driving around today after taking the dogs down to the local reservoir for a walk when a disgruntled Dodgers fan called in to MLB Radio. 

His complaint: Dave Roberts doesn't utilize the sacrifice bunt enough. 

 

As the hosts pointed out, the Dodgers are actually fourth in the majors in sacrifice bunts -- though with 39 entering Wednesday's game, that's a 

far cry from the 103 that Walter Alston had the team execute in 1965 or the 95 under Tommy Lasorda in 1988. 

 

Both of those Dodgers teams won the World Series, but the point here is that the game has changed. Nobody bunts anymore. Four American 

League teams have fewer than 10 sacrifice bunts. The Dodgers have just eight from position players, so the caller was right: Roberts doesn't 

bunt. 

We know the reasons. Everyone is trying to hit home runs, and the Dodgers are very good at that, leading the National League. The analysts in 

the front office have proven that the bunt is usually a bad strategy, giving up an out while decreasing the chances of a big inning. 

 

This gets to my other point: The base hit is dead. Well, it's not dead, but it's getting close to needing life support. The overall MLB average of 

.248 is the lowest since a .244 mark in 1972, which so scared major league owners that the American League instituted the designated hitter 

for 1973. Why bunt if the next batter is likely to strike out or hit a home run? 

 

This brings us to the batting races. In an era when the value of batting average is discounted, with fewer singles and more strikeouts than ever, 

it isn't a surprise that we're also seeing fewer .300 hitters. At the moment, there are just 17 qualified regulars batting .300. There are just two 

batting .320 or better: Red Sox Mookie Betts (.334) and J.D. Martinez (.331). Christian Yelich leads Scooter Gennett in the NL race, .319 to 

.317. 

 

To put those totals in perspective, let's go back to 1969, the first year after the mound was lowered (plus an expansion season that gave us 24 

teams). Two .320 hitters would be the fewest in a season since then (four seasons had three: 1973, 1974, 1978 and 1982). Compare that to 

2000: 26 regulars hit at least .320 that year, including 15 who hit .330, with Nomar Garciaparra and Todd Helton both batting .372. The 17 .300 

hitters wouldn't quite be the lowest total since 1969 -- there were 16 in 1973 and 1978 -- but in 1999, 55 players hit .300! 

 

This isn't whining, just pointing out how the game has evolved and why Dave Roberts never bunts. The pitchers are better and throw harder, 

and the same group of players from 1999 wouldn't all hit .300 against today's pitchers. 

 

The batting races, however, are still fun. The Betts-Martinez race not only affects Martinez's Triple Crown bid (and possible MVP Award) but 

also rekindles memories of two famous batting races involving teammates. 

 

In 1984, Don Mattingly and Dave Winfield of the Yankees headed into the final four-game series against Detroit both sitting at .342. Entering 

the final day, Winfield led .341 to .339. Mattingly hit third, Winfield fourth. In the first inning, Mattingly singled, while Winfield grounded out. In 

the third, Mattingly led off with a double, and Winfield walked (which must have killed him). In the fourth, Mattingly doubled again, and Winfield 

singled, leaving Mattingly at .343 and Winfield at .342. In the fifth, Mattingly flew out, and in the sixth Winfield flew out. It came down to the final 

at-bat against Tigers reliever Willie Hernandez (who won the Cy Young and MVP that year). Mattingly singled, and Winfield grounded out, and 

the batting title belonged to Mattingly. 

 

A more controversial race was the 1976 contest between George Brett and Hal McRae of the Royals. Both were at .331 entering the final day. 

As in 1984, it came down to each player's final at-bat in the bottom of the ninth. Brett, batting third in the lineup, needed a hit to move ahead of 

McRae. He lofted a fly ball to left that Twins left fielder Steve Brye misplayed, and it turned into an inside-the-park home run. McRae then 

grounded out, giving Brett the title, .333 to .332. 

 

As McRae grounded out, he made two obscene gestures to the Twins dugout and had to be restrained when Twins manager Gene Mauch 

came on the field. McRae accused the Twins of racism after the game, suggesting that Brye was playing too deep and hesitated on the play, 

saying, "I know they let that ball fall on purpose." Mauch called the accusations the worst thing that happened to him in 35 years in baseball. 



Martinez has been playing catch-up in this year's race for a few weeks now. He last led Betts on Aug. 28, .338 to .336, but a few days later, he 

had slipped to .329 while Betts was at .340. Martinez went 3-for-3 while Betts went 0-for-4 on Wednesday in Boston's 10-1 loss to the Yankees, 

so the race is back on (Betts .334, Martinez .331). 

 

Yelich and Gennett were going head-to-head again Wednesday, when Yelich pulled ahead by going 2-for-4 in the Brewers' 7-0 win while 

Gennett went 1-for-2 with two walks. That's a fun race because Gennett would certainly be one of the more surprising batting champs in recent 

years. 

 

Michael Cuddyer won the 2013 NL race at .331, a surprise considering he had a career average of .271 entering that season. But that also 

came with the Rockies, and six Rockies have won batting titles since 2007. You have to go back to Freddy Sanchez in 2006 to find a surprise 

similar to Gennett. Sanchez was in his second full season and hit .291 the year before, but he also was 28 years old. He hit .344 but hit .300 

just one other season. Bill Mueller hit .326 for the Red Sox in 2003 (the only time he hit .300 over a full season in his career) but had hit .330 in 

a partial season as a rookie in 1996 and topped .290 four other times. 

 

OK, some quick thoughts on Wednesday's games ... 

 

Red Sox still haven't clinched: The Yankees pounded David Price in a 10-1 victory, as Luke Voit hit two home runs off Price, though to be fair 

neither would have gone out at Fenway: 

The side note here: Price has had two bad starts since May: Both against the Yankees and both at Yankee Stadium (he gave up five home 

runs to them on July 1). Could be nothing, could be something, but it probably means the Red Sox rotation, if they play the Yankees in the 

division series, would be Chris Sale and Price at Fenway and Rick Porcello and Eduardo Rodriguez at Yankee Stadium. 

 

The Yankees had to be thrilled to see Luis Severino go seven innings and 109 pitches, marking the first time he has lasted seven innings since 

Aug. 8, though you do wonder why he came back out in the seventh with an 8-1 lead and all those September relievers on the roster. 

 

Puig! Yasiel Puig gave us one of the signature moments of the season with a dramatic three-run, pinch-hit home run in the seventh to give the 

Dodgers a 5-2 lead over the Rockies -- his sixth home run in his past 18 at-bats. The Dodgers held on to sweep the series and open a 2½-

game lead in the NL West. 

The huge key was Walker Buehler, who threw 36 pitches in the first inning as the Rockies took an early 2-0 lead (an error meant the runs were 

unearned). Given the pitch count, it looked like there would be an early hook for Buehler, but he managed to go six innings and finished with 12 

strikeouts, throwing just 65 pitches in his final five innings. Clayton Kershaw (2.17 ERA in second half), Buehler (2.14 ERA in second half) and 

Hyun-Jim Ryu (2.21 ERA, 42-to-3 SO/BB ratio since coming off the DL on Aug. 15) are a pretty formidable trio right now. 

 

Brewers win, Cubs lose: Gio Gonzalez shut down the Reds with six scoreless innings (another one of David Stearns' go-for-it pickups), and 

Jesus Aguilar hit his 33rd home run as he soared past 100 RBIs. The Diamondbacks, meanwhile, blanked the Cubs 9-0 behind Robbie Ray, so 

the Brewers again are 2½ games back. Combined with the Cardinals' loss to the Braves, Milwaukee's wild-card lead is three games over St. 

Louis. 

Cole Hamels had his first bad start for the Cubs, with seven runs and nine hits in six innings, including two home runs. Hamels had major home 

run issues with the Rangers, but he didn't allow any in his first seven starts with the Cubs. He has allowed five in his past three outings. 

 

Jason Kipnis walks it off in grand style: How's this for your 1,000th career hit: 

Here's your random fun factoid of the night, courtesy of Paul Casella of ESPN Stats & Information: This was just the second walk-off grand 

slam in MLB history in a game that had been 1-0. The other belongs to Ron Santo for the Cubs on Sept. 25, 1968. 

 

With Josh Donaldson in Cleveland, Kipnis has made his past five starts in center field, with Jose Ramirez sliding to second base. It will be 

interesting to see how this affects the Indians in the playoffs. An outfield of Michael Brantley in left, Kipnis in center and Melky Cabrera in right 

is pretty bad, all three with below-average range and Kipnis lacking experience (as we saw last season when the Indians tried the same thing in 

the playoffs). Of course, if they strike out 15 batters a game like they did Wednesday -- Carlos Carrasco had 11 in 6⅔ innings and leads the 

majors in strikeouts in the second half -- there won't be many balls in play. 

 

Indians’ Jason Kipnis slams White Sox in ninth inning 

by Daryl Van Schouwen 

CLEVELAND — Right-hander Dylan Covey pitched six scoreless innings and rookie Daniel Palka homered for the fourth time in three games to 
break a scoreless tie. 

Everything was set in place for the White Sox to claim their first win in eight games this season at Progressive Field. 

But it all unraveled in the ninth inning, when three Sox relievers failed to hold off the AL Central champions, who walked off with a 4-1 victory on 
Jason Kipnis’ grand slam. 

“Tough loss right there,” manager Rick Renteria said after the Sox fell to 0-8 at Progressive Field. 

That was an understatement. Palka hit his team-high 26th homer against Carlos Carrasco, his fourth long ball in three games. The 1-0 lead 
held up until the ninth, when Kipnis got his 1,000th career hit in grand style. 

Hamilton hit Yan Gomes with a slider on his first pitch to load the bases. Kipnis hit a 3-2 changeup into the right field seats. 

“Hung a changeup middle in, wherever it was,” Hamilton said. “He saw it out of my hand and he hit it.” 



The inning got rolling when Josh Donaldson reached on a swinging bunt single against Juan Minaya. With shortstop Tim Anderson taking a 
step toward second as pinch runner Rajai Davis make a start-and-stop break toward second, pinch-hitter Yandy Diaz bounced a grounder 
through Anderson’s position against rookie lefty Caleb Frare. After Melky Cabrera popped up a bunt to Frare, Hamilton entered and plunked 
Gomes. 

Covey recorded 13 ground-ball outs and retired the last 13 batters he faced. 

“That’s the best my stuff has been all year,” Covey said. “Just kept everything down.” 

Covey, who returned to the starting rotation when top pitching prospect Michael Kopech went down with an elbow injury that will sideline him 
until 2020, had his best start since he threw 8 1/3 scoreless innings at Seattle on July 21. He allowed two hits, walked three and struck out five. 

It was his fourth start without allowing a run but his first since he beat the Mariners in July. 

“These guys have beat me before when I tried to climb the ladder with them,” Covey said. “Today I was like, ‘keep everything down’ and got 
what, 13 ground balls? I felt really good today.” 

Palka, batting third in the Sox lineup the last two nights with Jose Abreu sidelined, connected against a tough customer in Carrasco, who struck 
out 11 and walked one in 6 2/3 innings. 

“I was looking down in the zone, he was pounding me there all night,” Palka said. “Got one just up enough for me to get under it.” 

Palka homered against two-time Cy Young winner Corey Kluber Tuesday. 

“I don’t know if there is a better 1-2 combo back to back,” Palka said. “You don’t know which way the ball is going with them.” 

The Sox (59-92) have lost nine in a row in Cleveland, dating to their last game at Progressive Field last season.  They are 3-12 against the 
Indians overall. 

Kipnis, a Glenbrook North graduate, gave the Indians their fifth walk-off victory this season. It was Kipnis’ second career walk-off homer. 

Sox second baseman Yoan Moncada went 1-for-5 with three strikeouts, all looking, raising his major league leading total to 205. 
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White Sox’ Michael Kopech has Tommy John surgery 

By Daryl Van Schouwen @CST_soxvan 

CLEVELAND — White Sox right-hander Michael Kopech underwent Tommy John surgery on his right elbow Tuesday, the team said 
Wednesday. The procedure was performed by Dr. Neal ElAttrache in Los Angeles. 

Kopech will miss all of next season but is expected to make a full recovery in time to fully participate at spring training in 2020. 

The Sox on Sept. 7 said Kopech, the organization’s top pitching prospect acquired with Yoan Moncada and two other prospects from the Red 
Sox in the trade for Chris Sale, would likely need surgery but would seek a second opinion. 

“Obviously it went well,” manager Rick Renteria said. “He understands what he’s going to have to do to get back to where he wants to be. He 
understands intellectually what it’s going to require of him. And I’m sure as driven as he is, he’ll understand the heart it’s going to take to work 
through this.” 

In four starts for the White Sox this season, Kopech was 1-1 with a 5.02 ERA, 15 strikeouts and two walks in 14 innings. 

In his last start Sept. 5, he gave up seven runs on nine hits, including four home runs, over 3 1/3 innings against the Tigers. Two days later, Sox 
general manager Rick Hahn announced that Kopech would have surgery. 

Renteria said Kopech’s discipline and work ethic will serve him well. 

“We’re probably going to stay on top of him to make sure he doesn’t do more than he what he’s supposed to do,” Renteria said. “All these guys 
are driven and they sometimes think more is better, which isn’t always the case. It’s guarded, it’s measured, it’s following a protocol of routine 
and work and obviously healing in the beginning. 

“He’s a very intelligent young man. He’ll understand it. He knows what it will take. Hopefully he gets back and is able to be a big part of our 
rotation in the near future.” 

Jose Abreu was released from a Cleveland hospital and was doing well at the team hotel, Renteria said, after he was admitted with an infection 
on his right thigh. 

“It will be a bit before he gets back on the field for us,” Renteria said. “But he’s doing well. He’s been on a heavy dose of antibiotics, he’s going 
to stay on antibiotics for the next while, allow that to heal up and we’ll take it slow and see where he’s at through the next 12 or 13 days of the 
season. We’re not going to be in a rush to get him back on the field.” 

The Sox host the Cubs for three games starting Friday. 

“I’m not going to put him under any pressure to return for the weekend,” Renteria said. “It would be foolish, you get an infection in your tissue 
you have to be careful. You have to be mindful … that we don’t put him in any jeopardy.” 

The infection stemmed from a hair follicle on the thigh. 

This and that 

Catcher Welington Castillo, who hyperextended his left elbow on a swing in Baltimore over the weekend, was scratched from the lineup and 
replaced by Kevan Smith. Castillo was working through it but irritated it in the batting cage, Renteria said. 

*Nicky Delmonico (neck) is still “a little stiff but coming around,” Renteria said.Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 09.20.2018 


