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Richards excited to be with 'fresh, new' 
club. 8th, 2018 
 
AJ Cassavell, MLB.com   
 
PEORIA, Ariz. -- A few months from now -- perhaps over a year -- Garrett Richards will take 
the mound as a Padre for the first time. But make no mistake: The flame-thrower is very much a 
Padre already. 

In his recovery from July Tommy John surgery, Richards resumed throwing last month. He's in 
camp, and he's playing catch at 90 feet. The Padres won't put a timetable on his return, but 
there's some optimism he could be back late this season. 

"With any injury, you take it a day at a time, and before you know it, you'll be at the finish line," 
Richards said. 

During the offseason, with the Padres courting Richards, general manager A.J. Preller asked 
closer Kirby Yates to give Richards a call. The two played together with the Angels and live 
practically across the street from each other in Chandler, Ariz. 

It was an easy sell, Yates said. Richards wanted Arizona Spring Training to be near his family. 
He liked the direction of the organization and the ballpark. And the two-year, $15.5 million deal 
helped, too. 

"He's a frontline starter when he's healthy," Yates said. "We get him healthy, we've got an ace." 

That's the plan, at least. The Padres rotation seems shaky right now. But by the time Richards 
returns, Dinelson Lamet is also expected back. A number of highly touted pitching prospects 
could be making an impact as well. 

"This is an organization on the rise, and that's exciting," said Richards, who posted a 3.66 ERA 
in eight seasons with the Angels. "I'd love to be a part of something fresh, new and on the way 
up. ... It's cool being around these young, talented kids. I'm just trying to get to know these guys 
and be a resource if I can be." 

Garcia embracing utility role 
Greg Garcia was en route to Lake Tahoe with his dad last October when he got a phone call 
from his agent. He noticed something unusual in his tone. 

"I'm like, 'I know I got claimed, but he still sounds way too excited for that,'" Garcia said. "Then 
he said, 'You're going to be a Padre.'" 

For an El Cajon native, who grew up watching the Padres at Qualcomm Stadium and later Petco 
Park, that meant the world. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
http://m.mlb.com/player/594824/greg-garcia
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Garcia will be an important cog in the Padres' infield plans this season. He's currently in 
competition for the starting job at third base, and he could share shortstop duties with Luis 
Urias. He fits at second, too. 

Plus, Garcia's OBP-centric approach as a left-handed hitter should prove extremely valuable in a 
righty-heavy infield. Chances are, Garcia will enter the season without a truly defined role, and 
he's just fine with that. 

"This is the big leagues, and we just want to win as a group," Garcia said. "You check your egos at 
the door. Let's try to do something special here. For me, that's easy. It's what I did with the 
Cardinals. Am I coming off the bench today? All right, I'll give you a great pinch-hit. Am I 
playing shortstop today? All right, I'll play the best shortstop I can play." 

Mitchell in the mix 
Last spring, right-hander Bryan Mitchell was a rotation lock. The Padres brought him on 
board via trade and committed to using him in their rotation from the start. 

This year, there's no such commitment. After a disappointing season in which he posted a 5.42 
ERA, Mitchell, who is out of options, will be pitching for his job alongside about 10 other 
rotation candidates. 

"Last year he came in, and it was pretty much: 'You're going to pitch,'" said manager Andy 
Green. "Now it's: 'You're going to get what you earn.'" 

Said Mitchell: "I've got to earn everything." 

Mitchell made some late strides, posting a 2.19 September ERA after returning from an elbow 
injury (even though he managed to do so with only 5.5 K/9). He made progress with his two-
seam fastball, and he believes he honed a better curveball during the offseason. 

"It was a good stepping stone going into this year as far as what my plan should be," Mitchell 
said. 

Notes from camp 
• Wil Myers and Ian Kinsler were the newest arrivals at the spring complex Saturday. The 
majority of hitters have already joined the club, ahead of Monday's report date. The team's first 
full-squad workout is scheduled for Tuesday. 

• Right-hander Miguel Diaz made it halfway through his scheduled bullpen session when he 
was forced to shut down due to injury. As he rared back to throw a pitch, Diaz winced and halted 
his motion, appearing to favor his right leg. The extent of the injury remains unclear, but teams 
are generally cautious with pitchers early in spring. 

• Among the other pitchers to throw their first formal bullpen sessions Saturday were left-
handers Logan Allen and Eric Lauer and righty Cal Quantrill. All three are gunning for 
rotation places this spring, with Lauer as a prohibitive favorite. 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/advanced-stats/strikeouts-per-nine-innings
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/622766/miguel-diaz
http://m.mlb.com/player/663531/logan-allen
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/615698/cal-quantrill
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Padres hurlers working on new pitches 
 
AJ Cassavell, MLB.com   
 
PEORIA, Ariz. -- After three days of workouts, every healthy Padres pitcher has now thrown a 
formal Spring Training bullpen session. 

If you watched the club last year, you've already seen these guys pitch. But in some cases, they 
won't be the same pitchers in 2019. 

 
Several San Diego hurlers are making tweaks and adjustments to their arsenal of pitches -- 
generally in response to their successes and failures last season. With that in mind, here's a 
breakdown of the prominent new pitches on the Padres' staff this spring. 

Joey Lucchesi  
He's working on: A cutter. Lucchesi was a two-pitch pitcher for most of last season. He 
sported a two-seam fastball and a swing-and-miss offspeed pitch, which he calls a "churve." 
Now, Lucchesi has added a cutter, which is mostly just a four-seam fastball with natural cut. 
Velocity-wise, it's similar to that of his two-seamer, but it moves in the opposite direction.  

 
Why it might help: As deceptive as Lucchesi's churve was last season, he almost certainly 
needs another pitch if he's going to be a successful starter who can work deep into games. 
Lucchesi thinks his cutter might be especially effective against right-handed hitters, who hit him 
to the tune of an .800 OPS last season. 

"I'm really excited about it," Lucchesi said. "I feel like I've just got something else in my pocket 
as a secret weapon." 

Eric Lauer  
He's working on: A distinct slider. For most of last season, there was a blurred line between 
Lauer's cutter and his slider (which began as one pitch). Lauer began adding more depth to his 
slider toward the end of last season, differentiating it from his cut-fastball. 

Why it might help: It's a putaway pitch. Lauer got whiffs on 26 percent of his sliders last 
season -- his most of any pitch. When he used it to end at-bats, those at-bats resulted in 
strikeouts 36 percent of the time. 

"He found a feel for how he can shape them a little bit differently, so [the cutter] stays a little bit 
on-plane to be able to throw for a strike and get weak contact," said catcher Austin Hedges. 
"The [slider] is a little bit bigger and he can throw it back-foot or down-and-away to a lefty to get 
the punchout. 

Bryan Mitchell  
He's working on: A different curveball. "Maybe even call it a slurve," Mitchell says. It's going 
to be tighter, and the goal is to give Mitchell a putaway pitch that can be mistaken for his 
fastball. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
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Why it might help: Mitchell's overall chase rate dipped to a career-low 20.7 percent. That's 
almost certainly the result of a curveball that was too easy to pick up. If Mitchell's going to win a 
rotation spot, he needs a bona fide putaway pitch, and he's hopeful his "slurve" can do the trick. 

"It was just breaking too soon last year," Mitchell said. "Hitters could pretty much eliminate it 
last year, because I wasn't throwing it for strikes. I'm trying to blend it more with the fastball, 
make it more deceptive." 

Robert Stock  
He's working on: A cutter. Stock already boasts a high-octane fastball paired with a biting 
slider. Now he's looking to add a cutter that sits around 90 mph. 

Why it might help: Despite velocity in the upper 90s, lefties batted .353 against Stock's 
fastball last season -- more than 100 points better than right-handed hitters. If Stock's cutter is 
effective, it could neutralize that effect. 

"It could be good to lefties to get inside on them," Stock said. "Lefties hit me pretty good last 
season. That's why I'm in Spring Training -- to throw it a bunch and find out." 

Kirby Yates  
He's working on: Bringing back his slider. Yates' fastball/splitter combo was devastating last 
season. He's used those two pitches to become the current owner of the highest strikeout rate in 
Padres history. In the meantime, Yates' slider usage dipped from 32 percent in 2016 to 5 percent 
last year. 

Why it might help: It might not. Yates could very well scrap the plan to use a slider by the end 
of spring. But he's tinkering with the pitch and trying hard to make it work. There's a simple 
explanation for why: 

"It'll never overtake the split," Yates said. "But it's nice to have another trick in the bag. I'm back 
in the division again for the third year. There are some guys who have seen me a lot, and it'd be 
nice to have another wrinkle." 

Jacob Nix  
He's working on: A high-velocity curveball. After watching video, Nix noticed he'd fallen into 
a pattern of opening his upper body as he rared back. That caused both the spin and the velocity 
on his curveball to drop. The goal is to get back to the pitch that he used as a putaway offering in 
2017 at Class A Advanced Lake Elsinore. 

Why it might help: Simply put, Nix needs this pitch. He had some minor success with weak 
contact last season. But he mostly struggled to finish at-bats, striking out only half a hitter per 
inning. 

"I'd never thrown a curveball under like 78 mph until after Elsinore," Nix said. "Then I started to 
see that velo fall off. I don't know if it's because I started to throw the [heck] out of it, trying to 
make it do too much. But it happened. It wasn't my swing-and-miss pitch. It wasn't a pitch 
where I'm throwing this, and there's no way you're touching this. If I can get back to that, it'll be 
big." 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/476594/robert-stock
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/656798/jacob-nix
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Padres' Manuel Margot '100 percent' 

after foul ball halted winter plans 
 

Jeff Sanders, SD Union Tribune 
  

Manuel Margot had hoped his role as the catalyst in the Padres’ walk-off win to close 
a disappointing 2018 campaign would buoy a productive offseason. 

He planned on carrying the momentum into his work in the Dominican Republic this 
winter and ultimately into preparations for a bounce-back year. A foul ball off his left 
foot in his second game with Este changed those plans, but the Padres’ 24-year-old 
center fielder said Saturday morning he is without restrictions as he ramps up for his 
third full big league season. 

 “I feel good – I feel 100 percent,” Margot said through an interpreter. “I had a plan 
for my offseason and planned to get some work over there and implement some of the 
things I worked on over the offseason. To not be able to do that was a little 
disappointing, but I’m ready to go now.” 

Margot missed nine games last April after taking a pitch off his ribs. He slumped 
through his return to the lineup (.570 OPS through May), surged in June (.872 OPS) 
and quieted the final two months of the season (.657 OPS), the sort of ups and downs 
you might expect from a young player overhauling his swing in-season. 

Margot hit .263/.313/.409 with 13 homers and 17 steals as a rookie. He slumped 
across the board in 2018 – .245/.292/.384, eight homers, 11 steals – but homered, 
tripled, swiped a base and scored the winning run for an extra-inning, walk-off in the 
last game of the season. 

The significant changes to his swing were to be a focal point this offseason when 
Margot fouled a ball of his left foot in the Dominican Republic. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
mailto:jeff.sanders@sduniontribune.com?subject=Regarding:%20%27Padres%27%20Manuel%20Margot%20%27100%20percent%27%20after%20foul%20ball%20halted%20winter%20plans%27
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An ensuing MRI did not reveal a significant injury, but the resulting pain and swelling 
was enough to scrap his original offseason plans. 

“I was looking forward to playing,” Margot said, “ … but I think it was in everyone’s 
best (interest) to shut it down.” 
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Five things to watch in Padres 
spring training 
 
 
Kevin Acee, SD Union Tribune  
  

Among players and coaches at the Padres spring training complex, there is much 
more talk about winning than there was a year ago. 

But even in the most optimistic environment — and spring training is where 
optimism is pollinated and blows through the air and causes sneezing fits — the 
furthest we can confidently reach regarding the Padres is to say things are trending 
upward. 

The build from within is taking shape. The team’s top five position prospects and four 
of its top eight pitching prospects are in major league camp, a couple of them already 
having played major league games and a few challenging to make their debuts early 
this season. 

That is growth, but it can’t be considered much more than foundational progress. 

“There is more talent in that clubhouse right now that at any time point since I’ve 
been manager,” manager Andy Green said Saturday. “A lot of it is very young talent, 
but we’re excited that it‘s young talent and we’re excited they’re in the major league 
clubhouse. There is still some that are in the minor league clubhouse. As those guys 
get experience and opportunity, we’re confident things are changing around here.” 

What the next five weeks will provide is more insight into how quickly that change is 
occurring. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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With the last of the Padres position players due to report Sunday and the first full-
squad workout scheduled for Monday, here is a look at the five main story lines for 
spring, the first of which has to do with players who may or may not become Padres. 

1. The elusive HarChado 
They weren’t. But now they are. 

The Padres have always believed Bryce Harper and Manny Machado are franchise-
changing talents. That was the easy part. It was a fairly simple determination, too, 
that they simply weren’t in the hunt for such big game. 

The Padres splurged (eight years, $144 million) on first baseman Eric Hosmer last 
year, reasoning his mix of talent and leadership skills were a good investment as the 
team engaged in a building process. But $30 million (or more) per year when they felt 
the earliest their window of contention would open was 2020? That seemingly 
pushed the door shut on a big spend now. 

Then the pair of 26-year-olds, who share a potential Hall of Fame trajectory and have 
10 All-Star appearances between them, remained available in January. 

General Manager A.J. Preller’s persistence and ownership’s curiosity thrust the 
Padres into the game. Calls were exchanged. Visits with both occurred. 

Harper, with six All-Star appearances in seven seasons, not only has a .900 career 
OPS and averages 32 home runs every 162 games, but is as marketable as his hair is 
magnificent. He would become the Padres’ best player, though they are relatively 
stacked in the outfield. 

Machado, who over the past four seasons has an .856 OPS and 142 home runs, plays 
third base. It means something to the Padres that he would be their best 
player and fill their position of greatest need. 

Talks between the parties are ongoing, though not consistent. Neither player seems in 
a hurry to be the first to sign. No team seems inclined to keep upping its offer. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bryce-harper-PESPT0015285-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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2. Who’s on third? 
The Padres remain in contact with the agents for multiple free agent third basemen 
(Mike Moustakas, Marwin Gonzalez among them) in the event Machado signs 
elsewhere. 

The team remains confident it will land a veteran to play there. But it will for the time 
being go forward with the players in camp capable of playing the position, including a 
13-year veteran who has won the same number of gold gloves (two) at second base as 
he has played innings at third base. 

That would be Ian Kinsler, who is most likely to be the Padres’ opening day second 
baseman. The plan, however, is for him to get work at third in the spring. 

Veterans Greg Garcia and Jose Pirela will get their turns as well. Ty France, Jason 
Vosler and Seth Mejias-Brean, all of whom have shown promise at Triple-A, are the 
other current candidates. 

3. For starters 
For whatever other sexier stories there may be, the most interesting development of 
camp might be how the rotation shapes up — for what it means this season and 
beyond. 

As of now, the rotation seems to be Joey Lucchesi, Eric Lauer and three TBDs. 

There appears to be a lot of promise in this group, but realizing it could require some 
patience. 

The spring is about seeing whether prospects Chris Paddack, Logan Allen and Cal 
Quantrill are major league-ready or just close to it, if Matt Strahm can be as effective 
for six innings a night as he was for three and how the Padres decide to creatively 
utilize their deep and talented relief core to string together enough innings often 
enough to win more games than the 66 they did in 2018. 

There are arguably as many as 12 candidates for three open spots, though that 
number is more realistically eight or nine. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-moustakas-PESPT0015425-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/marwin-gonzalez-PESPT0015265-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ian-kinsler-PESPT000010174-topic.html
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4. Who’s out? 
The rotation battle is intriguing. The outfield competition is insane. 

There are six players in camp who started at least 36 games in the outfield for the 
Padres last season. The possibilities as the team seeks to fill what will likely be five 
spots are practically endless with the potential for trades before opening day and 
plenty of parsed playing time after that. 

If he is not traded, Wil Myers will play plenty at one of the outfield positions. Travis 
Jankowski is a gifted fill-in defensively and on the bases. Riotously talented Franchy 
Cordero, whose 2018 was cut short by injury, is expected to push incumbent Manuel 
Margot in center field. It will be difficult for anyone to unseat Franmil Reyes in right 
field after he batted .318/.385/.548 with 10 home runs from Aug. 5 to the end of the 
season. But then the same could be said in left, where Hunter Renfroe played and hit 
.264/.300/.580 with 18 homers in that same span. 

5. He is rising? 
Fernando Tatis Jr. might have some help hoisting the hopes of a championship-less 
franchise if Machado or Harper joins him. 

At this point, it is probably a safer bet that one of the two superstars is in a Padres 
uniform at Petco Park on opening day (March 28) than Tatis. Those odds owe mostly 
to the fact that almost no matter what he does this spring, the Padres are likely to 
start Tatis at Triple-A. 

The 20-year-old shortstop arguably could use more time in the minor leagues, given 
his youth and that he has played just 102 games above high Single-A. He needs to 
strike out less and fortify his defense, but so do a lot of players — ones without his 
effortless power, speed and arm. 

The Padres vow to make their decision on the timing of Tatis’ ascension based on 
what they see on the field this spring. However, simple service time math and rules of 
the Collective Bargaining Agreement say the team could delay his eventual free 
agency and potentially put off giving him hundreds of millions of dollars by waiting to 
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call him up a little more than two weeks into the season. Plenty of teams have made 
that choice with their projected stars. 
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Padres notes: Stewart an option if Mejia 

sent down; Diaz hurt 
 
Kevin Acee, SD Union Tribune 
  

It might seem impossible that a move the Padres made this season could be 
overlooked, in that they didn’t exactly overhaul their roster. 

But veteran catcher Chris Stewart signed a minor league deal last month and is in 
major league camp with what appears to be a decent chance of making the team. 

Virtually all talk about the Padres catching situation has revolved around how the 
team will find playing time for Austin Hedges and Francisco Mejia. But manager 
Andy Green and General Manager A.J. Preller said earlier this week that the growth 
they want to see in Mejia, widely regarded as one of baseball’s top three catching 
prospects, could require his returning to Triple-A. 

Stewart, who turns 37 on Tuesday and has played with eight teams over parts of 12 
seasons in the majors, is the leading candidate to be Hedges’ backup in that event. 

“I think he very easily could end up as one of our two catchers if we choose to carry 
two catchers,” Green said. “We brought him in for that veteran presence. He receives 
well. He can add something to our club much like A.J. Ellis did last year. I think 
probably his standing will be dictated as much by how other people perform in camp 
rather than who he is. I think he's more of a known commodity. We know where he is 
in his career.” 

Stewart is a .230/.297/.588 hitter in the majors, which includes two games with the 
Padres in 2010. He spent most of that year at Triple-A Portland. He played a total of 
eight games for the Braves and Diamondbacks in 2018. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
mailto:kevin.acee@sduniontribune.com?subject=Regarding:%20%27Padres%20notes:%20Stewart%20an%20option%20if%20Mejia%20sent%20down;%20Diaz%20hurt%27
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chris-stewart-%28baseball%29-PESPT0015563-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-francisco-mejia-dallas-kuechel-josh-lewin-0214-story.html
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Diaz hurt 
Right-handed reliever Miguel Diaz was undergoing tests on his right leg after leaving 
his bullpen session after reacting in pain following a pitch. 

The 23-year-old Diaz, who walked off the mound and to the training room exhibiting 
no discernible limp, struck out 30 batters in 18 2/3 innings last season. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/miguel-diaz-PESPTF00614-topic.html
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#PadresOnDeck: SS Baker and Cs Hunt & 
Vizcarra Showcase Talent at Deep Positions 
 
Bill Center, FriarWire 

The Padres deepest positions in the minor leagues are shortstop and catcher. 

Three of the Padres’ Top-30 prospects are catchers — Francisco Mejía, Luis 
Campusano and Austin Allen. That list doesn’t include Luis Torrens, who 
spent the entire 2017 season with the Padres as a Rule 5 draft pick. 

And four of the Top-30 picks are shortstops — starting with №1 
prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. and including Xavier Edwards, Gabriel 
Arias and Owen Miller. Add to that list the likes of Javy Guerra and Allen 
Córdoba, who were both 7-for-18 in the recent Caribbean Series. 

Which brings us to the next three players on the Padres’ list of 93 potential Major 
League players — shortstop Chris Baker and catchers Blake Hunt and Gilberto 
Vizcarra. 

All three have potential, but they are playing in the two deepest positions in the 
Padres’ system. A closer look at the trio: 

— Baker split time at Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore last season with three other 
promising shortstops — Cordoba, Kelvin Melean and Ruddy Giron. It didn’t 
help that Baker’s second straight season with the Storm was limited to 64 games 
due to injuries. 

Baker is a 6-foot-1, 180-pound, right-handed hitter who the Padres selected in the 
17th round of the 2016 draft out of the University of Oregon. The native of San 
Mateo went from college straight to Short-Season Single-A Tri-City in the summer 
of 2016 and hit .303 with a .389 on-base percentage in 54 games with the Dust 
Devils. He was a member of the Northwest League All-Star team in 2016 and was 
named a Padres Organizational All-Star that year by MLB.com. 

http://mlb.com/
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He finished the 2017 season with three homers, three triples and three doubles in 
17 games at Single-A Fort Wayne and spent the entire 2017 season at Lake Elsinore, 
where he hit .210 in 101 games. 

Last season, he hit .248 in 218 at-bats with the Storm with 10 doubles, two triples, 
four homers and 27 RBIs. He had a .301 on-base percentage and a .367 slugging 
percentage for a .668 OPS. 

— Hunt, 20, came to the Padres as the 69th overall pick of the 2017 draft out of 
Mater Dei High in Costa Mesa. The 6-foot-3, 185-pound, right-handed-hitting 
catcher hit .241 in 30 games in the Arizona Rookie League in the summer of 2017. 
He had nine doubles, two triples and two homers for a .409 slugging percentage. 

He advanced to Tri-City last summer and hit .271 in 56 games with a .371 on-base 
percentage and a .377 slugging percentage for a .748 OPS. He hit 13 doubles and 
three homers with 25 RBIs in the Northwest League. 
 

— Vizcarra doesn’t turn 20 until March 1. The 5-foot-10, 180-pound native of 
Mexicali signed with the Padres as an international free agent on Oct. 17, 2016, and 
made his professional debut in the Dominican Republic Summer League the 
following year. 

He played in the Arizona Rookie League last summer where he hit only .148 in 37 
games with two doubles and two homers with 11 RBIs. But he also drew 21 walks 
against only 24 strikeouts. 
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Andy’s Address, 2/16 
 
Bill Center, FriarWire 
 
Andy Green made a point Saturday morning during the third day of Padres spring 
training. 

He wants to start winning and believes the Padres have the young talent to start heading 
in that direction. 

“You want to create a mentality where you want to win every game,” Green said toward the 
end of his daily media briefing. “You’ll let that attitude and work ethic dictate what the 
results ultimately are.” 

“There’s more talent in that clubhouse right now than at any point since I’ve been the 
manager. A lot of that is very young talent. We’re excited it is young talent. We’re excited 
that they’re in the Major League clubhouse now and there’s still some in the minor league 
clubhouse. As guys get opportunity and experience, we’re confident things are changing 
around here.” 

“Patience is not my strongest asset. There have been times going through this over the last 
three years that it’s been tough. I know it’s been tough on the fan base, on the ownership, 
on the front office, on the coaching staff, on the players . . . but what you get proud of is 
the attitude the guys show up to the ballpark with — to work, smile, be upbeat, positive. 
You control those things through the rebuild process and you want to flip the page to the 
winning process.” 

“I think we’re dead set on winning and winning as quickly as possible.” 

Green started the briefing discussing two veteran infielders added to the Padres over the 
off-season — Ian Kinsler and El Cajon native Greg Garcia. 

“My limited time with Ian has been outstanding,” Green said of Kinsler. “His reputation 
proceeds him. He’s really great in the clubhouse. He’s another guy who will do anything to 
win a baseball game. He’s got a World Series ring and has been there a couple of times. 
He’s got Gold Gloves on his mantel at home as well. He’s still really good at second base. 
He proved that last year. 
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“Third base will be new for him. We’ll give him that exposure without the commitment of 
saying ‘You’re going to be playing some third base for us this year.’ Where we stand right 
now, we anticipate exposing him to the position and trying to increase some comfort 
factor there during the spring. But he’ll go into the season with the bulk of his reps 
coming at second base.” 

Of Garcia, Green said: “Greg seems like a pro’s pro. He knows how to play the game. He 
seems like he’s one of those guys who will do everything in his power to be as good as he 
can possibly be on the baseball field. 

“He bounces all over the field for us. We like that versatility. We like the plate discipline 
aspect of his game. He’s been doing it a certain way for a few years. For us, it adds that 
little more veteran kind of established utility piece that we were very excited about adding 
in the off-season. 

“Anything is possible at third base right now. Anything is possible at shortstop. Garcia 
might very well be our Opening Day shortstop. That’s a possibility. He might be a guy who 
bounces to three positions all year and gives guys days off. It’s hard to say that he’s going 
to start this many games this year or get this many at-bats. He could very well be a starter 
right out of the chute for us and he could very well be a utility guy for us. 

“If we get into the year and we feel he’s our best option to start the year at shortstop, it’s as 
simple as that.” 

Green then discusses Wil Myers, who is healthy and back in left field. 

“From a position standpoint, being in left simplifies things,” said the manager. “Wil’s 
carrying tool has always been what he does with the bat in his hands and the offensive 
side of the game . . . what he does on the basepaths. 

“He played A-plus defensive left field last year by any metric you want to look at, any eye 
test you want to throw out there. He did a really nice job out there. I don’t think position 
impacts that, but if it settles things for him, that’s great. 

“The injuries were a big thing last year, the stops and starts that he was exposed to 
throughout the course of the season. There was never a time when he found consistent 
rhythm on the baseball. He started to find his groove and got hurt, then came back and 
like a lot of guys who come back off injuries it’s some fits and starts. He had some 
stretches where he did swing the bat well. At the end of the year, I don’t think the season 
was what he had hoped for. Sometimes, injuries do that. I’m quite confident he’s looking 
to have a great season.” 
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Green then discussed Chris Stewart’s shot at making the Padres as the backup catcher 
and discussed the new role being played by A.J. Ellis, the Padres backup catcher in 
2018. 

“Chris Stewart could very easily wind up as one of our two catchers if we choose to carry 
two catchers,” said Green. “We brought him in here for that veteran presence. He receives 
well and can add something to the club much the same way A.J. Ellis did last year.” 

“Probably Chris’ standing is going to be dictated as much by how other people perform in 
camp rather than who he is. He’s more of a known commodity. We know where he in in 
his career. That’s why we brought him in here. He provides us valuable depth and some 
veteran experience if we feel that’s the best thing for us to start the season.” 

“Ellis has some varied interests. He’s going to get exposure throughout the minor league 
system. He’s been exposed to the big league clubhouse a lot. He’ll bounce around to our 
minor league affiliates and he’ll do some front office stuff as well. At certain times, you’ll 
see him around Petco but we can’t define the number of days he’ll be around. I always 
thought he’d be a good manager, I don’t know if that’s where he’s wanting to go, but I’m 
not going to say it’s not where he wants to go. That’s one of those things that will take 
time. He’s got a great personality and mind for it.” 
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50 Moments: Padres Make History in 
1996 Mexico Series 
 
Bill Center, FriarWire 

Major League Baseball had never played a game outside of the United 
States and Canada when the Padres and New York Mets headed to Monterrey, Mexico, for a 
three-game series Aug. 16–18, 1996. 

The Padres won two of the three games in the series, but it was more how the games were 
won than the actual results at Estadio de Béisbol Monterrey. 

A capacity crowd of 23,669 started cheering with the first pitch of the series as Mexican 
icon Fernando Valenzuela started the opener for the Padres. 

“Pitching a Major League game in Mexico was an honor I will never forget,” said 
Valenzuela — a 35-year-old native of Navojoa, Mexico, who had become something of a 
national hero as soon as he broke in with the Los Angeles Dodgers as a 19-year-old rookie 
in 1980. 

Because Valenzuela was pitching for the Padres, San Diego became the immediate crowd 
favorites. 

“There was a standing ovation every time he threw a pitch in the first inning,” said Padres 
center fielder Steve Finley. “Before the game, we all knew about Fernandomania. But it 
was stunning to see and feel it in person.” 

Valenzuela pitched six innings, allowing three runs on six hits and four walks with three 
strikeouts. 

The Padres scored six runs in the bottom of the sixth to take a 15–0 lead . . . then held on 
for a 15–10 win. 

Finley, Caminiti, catcher John Flaherty and left fielder Greg Vaughn all homered, 
with Vaughn hitting a grand slam in a six-run sixth. The homers accounted for 10 of the 
Padres’ 15 runs. Finley, Flaherty and Caminti all drove in three runs. 



  

 21 

The Mets won the series’ second game 7–3, despite Tony Gwynn going 3-for-5 with two 
doubles and two RBIs. 

Sunday’s rubber match became famous as the “Snickers Game.” 

Caminiti arrived at the Estadio de Béisbol Monterrey suffering from food poisoning and 
dehydration. Before the game, the third baseman received two liters of fluids while laying 
on a gurney in a hallway, but he refused to be taken out of the lineup. 

Just before the first pitch, Caminiti downed a Snickers candy bar and headed for the 
dugout. 

Caminiti homered in his first at-bat while leading off the bottom of the second against the 
Mets’ Paul Wilson. The following inning, Caminiti hit a three-run homer off Wilson. He 
would leave the game after one more at-bat. But his two homers and four RBIs led the 
Padres to an 8–0 win behind the seven-hit pitching of starter Joey Hamilton, 
reliever Dario Veras and closer Trevor Hoffman. 

The “Snickers Game” kicked off an amazing 10-game run for Caminiti, who was 
eventually named the National League Player of the Month for August. 

In the 10 games starting with the finale in Mexico, Caminiti went 17-for-36 with seven 
homers and 22 RBIs. For the month, Caminiti would hit .344 with 14 homers, 38 RBIs 
and 24 runs scored. His slugging percentage for the month was .844. 

_____________________________________________________________
______ 

Top 50 moments (in chronological order): 

1. National League votes to expand into Montreal and San Diego (May 27, 1968) 

2. Padres stocked with players in National League expansion draft (Oct. 14, 1968) 

3. Padres win their Major League debut (April 8, 1969) 

4. Clay Kirby removed from a no-hitter (July 21, 1970) 

5. Nate Colbert’s five-homer, 13-RBI doubleheader in Atlanta (Aug. 1, 1972) 

6. 1973, the year San Diego nearly lost the Padres 

7. Ray Kroc buys the Padres (Jan. 25, 1974) 
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8. Ray Kroc grabs the microphone during his first home game as the Padres owner 
(April 9, 1974) 

9. Randy Jones National League Cy Young Award (1976) 

10. Shortstop Ozzie Smith’s greatest defensive play in Padres’ history (April 20, 1978) 

11. Padres host the 1978 All-Star Game (July 11, 1978) 

12. Gaylord Perry wins 1978 National League Cy Young Award 

13. The “re-hatching” of the San Diego Chicken (June 29, 1979) 

14. 1984 Padres-Braves brawl in Atlanta (Aug. 12, 1984) 

15. More than 12,000 fans greet Padres as they return home from two losses in Chicago 
in 1984 National League Championship Series (Oct. 3, 1984) 

16. Steve Garvey’s series-tying, walk-off homer in Game 4 of the 1984 National League 
Championship Series 

17. Padres win their first National League title (Oct. 7, 1984) 

18. Benito Santiago’s 34-game hitting streak to finish a strong finish to N.L. Rookie of the 
Year season (1987) 

19. LHP Mark Davis wins the 1989 National League Cy Young Award 

20. Roseanne Barr butchers The National Anthem (July 25, 1990) 

21. Padres host the 1992 All-Star Game (July 14, 1992) 

22. The fire sale (1992–1993) 

23. Tony Gwynn’s .394 during the strike-shortened 1994 season 

24.John Moores buys the Padres (Dec. 21, 1994) 

25. Ken Caminiti’s “Snickers Game” caps historic Padres-Mets series in Mexico (Aug. 16–
18, 1996) 
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Padres, like other teams, play waiting game 
as free agency drama motors on 
 
Tim Brown, Yahoo Sports 
 
PEORIA, Ariz. — The traffic was light just after day break, so I kept driving, past the exit 
for the Chicago White Sox, who are waiting on decisions from Bryce Harper and Manny 
Machado, to the exit for the San Diego Padres, who are waiting on decisions from Bryce 
Harper and Manny Machado, maybe 10 miles along AZ-101. 

The drama that held up the early offseason, that dominated the winter meetings and that 
bled into January has survived the early days of spring training as well, a hamstring 
strain that doesn’t change your gait but with every step reminds you it’s there. 

The Padres, like everyone whose plans could include one (or both) of Harper and 
Machado, who must sort out the consequences of getting one (or both) or neither, on 
Saturday went through their routines, exercised their compartmentalization skills, 
waited on the phone to ring. Sunday will probably be about the same. 

You’d find the same program in about every camp, even where there will be no Harper or 
Machado, because those are the signings that could kick over the trade for a corner 
outfielder no longer necessary in Philadelphia or San Francisco or Chicago, an infielder 
in some of those same places, or frees money for another of Scott Boras’ idling clients, 
third baseman Mike Moustakas among them. Deeper still: Does, say, a Nolan 
Arenadoextension change the ask on Machado? Or does a Machado breakthrough alter 
Arenado’s expectation, which changes the tenor of his negotiation with the Colorado 
Rockies, which revises the long- and short-term objectives of, say, the New York 
Yankees? 

And if everyone is treading water, firm in their asks and offers, is the only remaining 
trigger the calendar? Maybe when position players begin practicing. When exhibition 
games start. When February turns to March, the month that will host regular-season 
games. Are we waiting for someone to blink or fall into a coma? 

A.J. Preller is a sight. The general manager of the Padres stood near noon in foul 
territory, his arms folded, watching some of his early campers take batting practice. The 
sun came and went. He wore gray sweats that bagged in the seat and bunched at his 
shoes. A light top was a size too big and in spots billowed against a cool breeze. An ear 
piece hung by a wire from his right pocket, as if in a holster. He said hello, then his 
pocket rang, he excused himself and went off to perhaps see if anyone had blinked. 

“We’re dead set on winning and winning as quickly as possible,” the Padres’ manager, 
Andy Green, had said earlier. “What exists in that clubhouse this day is enough to go win 
baseball games. 

“Patience, not my strongest asset. So there’s been times where you go through this over 
the last three years and it’s been tough. It’s been tough, I know, on the fan base, on 

https://www.yahoo.com/author/tim-brown
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/chi-white-sox/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9105/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9105/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/colorado/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/colorado/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/ny-yankees/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/ny-yankees/
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ownership, on the front office, on the coaching staff, on the players. But what you get 
proud of is the attitude that guys show up to the ballpark with. To work. Smile. Upbeat. 
Positive. You control those things through the rebuild process. And now you want to flip 
the page to the winning process.” 
 
Padres manager Andy Green might have a new major weapon in his lineup this season. 
(Getty) 
More 

A year ago, on Feb. 19, Preller signed his first baseman, Eric Hosmer, to the richest 
contract — $144 million over eight years — in franchise history. A fourth-place team 
became a, well, fifth-place team. 

Now the Padres are in, perhaps peripherally, perhaps with both feet, on two of the more 
expensive free agents in baseball history. And they are back into mid-February. And 
Preller, like general managers across the game, have only to wait, to strategize, to 
prioritize the what-ifs that play in the foreground of a brewing labor showdown. 

On the verge of his fifth full season on the job, Preller’s high-water mark is 74 wins. Last 
year, the Padres had 66 wins. The names you know are coming. The talent is coming. The 
results remain static. Like the White Sox. 
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