
Tribe, Twins excited to take part in PR series 
Members of both organizations join San Juan mayor at news conference 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
CLEVELAND -- Puerto Rico is still in a state of recovery in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria, and baseball will be a part of the island's healing 
process. 
 
On Wednesday, members of the Indians and Twins, joined by San Juan mayor Carmen Yulin Cruz, held a news conference in the 
commonwealth's capital city to announce details of the April 17-18 series between the teams at Hiram Bithorn Stadium. The games, which will 
be the first MLB regular-season contests in Puerto Rico since 2010, are scheduled for 7:10 p.m. ET. 
 
Paul Dolan, chairman and CEO of the Indians, was in attendance in San Juan, along with Indians catcher and Puerto Rico native Roberto 
Perez and former Tribe great Carlos Baerga. Minnesota players Jose Berrios, Eddie Rosario and Kennys Vargas also took the stage 
Wednesday, alongside Dave St. Peter, the president and CEO of the Twins. Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor and first-base coach Sandy 
Alomar Jr. also hail from Puerto Rico. 
 
"We're delighted to be a part of the messaging to the world that San Juan is open and ready for business," Dolan said. "We're thrilled to be part 
of this." 
 
Information on purchasing tickets, which are expected to go on sale Saturday, was not immediately available. 
 
Major League Baseball announced a $1 million contribution to assist communities impacted by Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico and the 
earthquake in Mexico. MLB's contribution is being directed to immediate relief and long-term rebuilding efforts through a variety of 
organizations, including Habitat for Humanity, Project C.U.R.E., The U.S. Fund for UNICEF and more nonprofits to be named later. 
 
Additionally, MLB will fund travel for physicians and other medical personnel as part of a special effort to provide direct medical assistance to 
affected communities. 
 
When Maria -- classified as a Category 5 hurricane -- made landfall Sept. 20, Perez and Lindor were with the Indians in Anaheim for a series 
against the Angels. They lost communication with members of their respective families for multiple days, and felt relief to later learn of their 
safety. The home of Perez's mother was severely damaged in the violent storm, and the catcher made several trips to Puerto Rico this winter to 
visit family and help with their recovery. 
 
Perez expressed excitement about the series against the Twins in April, and having the opportunity to provide the people of Puerto Rico with a 
welcomed distraction. 
 
"It's a blessing to be here and playing in front of our family and in front of our fans and the people of Puerto Rico," Perez said at the news 
conference. "Puerto Rico is going through a lot. There's people with no power, no water, everything. But, we're here. These two games, it's very 
special. It's going to mean a lot to everybody here in Puerto Rico. Hopefully, we bring a lot of excitement and hopefully you guys enjoy it. I think 
we can't wait. 
 
"When [it] was during the season last year and Puerto Rico got hit by the hurricane, I was already thinking about next year. Now that it's going 
to happen, I think we're very blessed and hopefully we bring what you guys need, a lot of joy." 
 
Perez and Lindor were a part of the Puerto Rican team that finished as the runner-up in the World Baseball Classic last spring. In early 
December, they also participated in a charity event hosted by Cardinals catcher Yadier Molina at Hiram Bithorn Stadium. There was a celebrity 
softball game and a home run derby with more than 20,000 fans in attendance, and more than $200,000 raised for hurricane relief. 
 
Last week, the Puerto Rican Winter League opened with an abbreviated schedule, which will have games at Hiram Bithorn Stadium in San 
Juan and Isidoro Garcia Stadium in Mayaguez, where Perez was raised. Other stadiums around the island are unable to host games yet due to 
damage. The games that are scheduled will be played in the afternoon due to continued power issues. 
 
Cruz said at the news conference that Hiram Bithorn Stadium, which is still undergoing repairs amidst the winter league games, is expected to 
be ready by the end of March to host the Major League teams. MLB recently had officials tour the facilities, and is also working with the MLB 
Players' Association to explore possible community outreach events around the series in April. 
 
"I want to thank both of you," Cruz said at the conference, "the Minnesota Twins and the Cleveland Indians -- I love that movie, 'Major League' -
- because you have shown an enormous commitment to Puerto Rico." 
 
Indians avoid arbitration with Allen 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
CLEVELAND -- Cody Allen has developed into one of baseball's most consistent closers over the past few years, and will once again serve as 
the stopper at the back end of the Indians' bullpen this year. The future beyond that is uncertain, and makes this summer a critical one for 
Cleveland. 
 



On Wednesday night, the Indians agreed to terms with Allen on a one-year contract for the 2018 campaign, avoiding arbitration with the closer 
in his final year of eligibility. The pact is worth $10.575 million, according to the Associated Press. Next offseason, both Allen and relief ace 
Andrew Miller -- the primary weapons within the Tribe's bullpen -- will be eligible for free agency. 
 
That is a potential problem for the Indians to solve at a later date. 
 
"I'd be losing a lot more sleep if we didn't have those two awesome relievers [this year]," said Chris Antonetti, the Indians' president of baseball 
operations, last month. "We're not always going to be able to have guys that are under control for multiple years. At some point, guys are going 
to approach the end of their contracts." 
 
The agreement with Allen whittles Cleveland's pile of arbitration cases down to four. Remaining on the to-do list are starters Trevor Bauer and 
Danny Salazar, reliever Zach McAllister and outfielder Lonnie Chisenhall. Friday is the deadline for any unsigned arbitration-eligible players to 
exchange proposed salary figures with their teams. If necessary, arbitration hearings will take place between Jan. 29 and Feb. 16. 
 
Cleveland's preference is to avoid a hearing if possible, and have only reached that stage in the annual process twice, dating back to 1991. 
Prior to the 2014 season, Cleveland went to arbitration with both Josh Tomlin and Vinnie Pestano, and the team won both cases. A deal can be 
reached at any point leading up to a player's scheduled hearing. 
 
Allen, who earned $7.35 million last season, had 30 saves to go along with a 2.94 ERA and 92 strikeouts in 67 1/3 innings (69 appearances) for 
the American League Central-champion Indians in '17. The right-hander has logged a minimum of 67 games and 67 1/3 innings in each of the 
past five years for Cleveland, which selected him in the 23rd round of the 2011 Draft. 
 
Over the past five years combined, Allen has appeared in 359 games, which ranks third overall in the Majors. The only other righty ahead of 
Allen on that leaderboard is Bryan Shaw, who worked 378 games as a setup man for the Indians for the past five seasons before signing with 
the Rockies as a free agent this winter. 
 
During that five-year period, Allen turned in a 2.59 ERA with 11.9 strikeouts per nine innings and 122 saves. 
 
As things currently stand, the Indians' bullpen beyond Allen and Miller projects to include McAllister, Dan Otero, Tyler Olson and Nick Goody. 
Barring a trade, Cleveland could always move one of its starters (Clevinger, Tomlin or Salazar) to the 'pen. There will also be a handful of other 
pitchers, including a mix of non-roster invitees, in the running for relief jobs this spring. The Indians are also continuing to explore the trade and 
free-agent markets for bullpen help. 
 
Indians will be on national TV 13 times in '18 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
CLEVELAND -- Only a little more than a month remains until the Indians officially open Spring Training, beginning their quest for a third 
consecutive American League Central crown. The national spotlight will be fixed on the Tribe 13 times during the regular season, starting with 
Opening Day. 
 
On Wednesday, Major League Baseball unveiled game times and broadcast information for the 2018 season, which will include Cleveland's 
opener in Seattle being included in an Opening Day quadrupleheader on ESPN. The Indians' 10:10 p.m. ET tilt against the Mariners will cap off 
the March 29 coverage on the network, following the Cubs-Marlins, Astros-Rangers and Dodgers-Giants. 
 
After Opening Day, the Indians will have six more games aired on ESPN (April 2-3 at Angels, April 25 vs. Cubs, May 20 at Astros, May 22 at 
Cubs, and Aug. 6 vs. Twins), plus three games on FS1 (April 17 vs. Twins in San Juan, Puerto Rico, along with April 21 at Orioles and Aug. 18 
vs. Orioles) and another three on FOX (May 26 vs. Astros, July 14 vs. Yankees and Sept. 15 vs. Tigers). 
 
The Indians' open their home slate at Progressive Field with a 4:10 p.m. ET clash with the Royals on April 6, beginning a 10-game homestand 
with subsequent series against the Tigers and Blue Jays. From there, the Tribe will head to Hiram Bithorn Stadium in San Juan for two games 
against the Twins. Both of those tilts are scheduled for 7:10 p.m. ET. 
 
Every game will be available on MLB.TV and Gameday Audio, and the Indians will have 155 of their games aired on SportsTime Ohio, the 
team's flagship television partner. The Tribe's flagship AM station, WTAM 1100, will broadcast 161 games, while WMMS 100.7 FM will carry 
145 games. All 162 games are expected to be available across the Indians Radio Network (subject to change). 
 
Weekday matinee times have been changed to 1:10 p.m. ET from 12:10 p.m. and will be featured eight times (May 2, May 30, June 6, June 20, 
July 25, Aug. 9, Aug. 30 and Sept. 5). The Indians will also have home games for six summer weekend series: June 15-17 (Twins), June 22-24 
(Tigers), July 6-8 (A's), July 13-15 (Yankees), Aug. 3-5 (Angels) and Aug. 17-19 (Orioles). 
 
Pitchers and catchers report to Spring Training for the Indians on Feb. 14 in Goodyear. Ariz., with position players following suit on Feb. 18. 
Cleveland's Cactus League schedule begins with a game against the Reds on Feb. 23 at Goodyear Ballpark. 
 
Jordan Bastian has covered the Indians for MLB.com since 2011, and previously covered the Blue Jays from 2006-10. Read his blog, Major  
 



Veteran duo to lead Tribe's 'pen in 2018 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
CLEVELAND -- Continuity has been a trademark of the Indians' bullpen since Terry Francona came on board as manager five seasons ago. 
Every year, Francona could pick up the phone in the late innings and call upon either Cody Allen or Bryan Shaw. Things will be different now. 
 
Allen is still in the fold, as is relief ace Andrew Miller, but Shaw departed for the Rockies in free agency and left a big hole in Cleveland's 
bullpen. That will likely lead to more mixing and matching in 2018 for Francona, whose bullpen paced the Majors in ERA (2.89) last year. The 
manager is quick to point out that even with Shaw gone, the bulk of the Tribe 'pen remains intact. 
 
"We have some good guys in place," Francona said during the Winter Meetings last month. "We've got Cody and Andrew that have done it and 
have been terrific, and guys like [Dan] Otero that are sort of under the radar, Zach McAllister. We have guys that can do it." 
 
STRENGTH 
Allen and Miller are unquestionably one of the best late-innings duos in baseball. Over the past five seasons, Allen has posted a 2.59 ERA with 
11.9 strikeouts per nine innings and 122 saves in 359 appearances for the Indians. Over that same span, Miller has a 1.82 ERA with 14.2 
strikeouts per nine in 297 outings. In a season and a half with Cleveland, Miller has a 1.47 ERA in 83 regular-season games. The rest of the 
'pen will have a slightly different look, but Allen and Miller will continue to anchor the relief corps. 
 
QUESTION MARK 
During the past five seasons under Francona, Shaw averaged 72 innings and 76 appearances as Allen's primary setup man. Francona has 
quipped a few times this offseason that it might take two pitchers to carry the load that Shaw did for the Indians. How the manager will handle 
his absence (along with the departure of Joe Smith in free agency) will be under the microscope early in the season. Most likely, there will be 
more high-leverage exposure for Otero, McAllister, Goody and Olson. 
 
WHAT MIGHT CHANGE 
As noted in Tuesday's examination of the rotation, one of the Tribe's starters may wind up in the 'pen. If Danny Salazar and Josh Tomlin make 
the Opening Day rotation, Clevinger could open the season as a reliever. The same goes for one of the other two, if Clevinger cracks the initial 
starting staff. There is also a chance that the Indians dangle Salazar in trade discussions in an effort to strengthen another aspect of the roster. 
Cleveland might also look to acquire a more experienced reliever before the season begins, creating a ripple effect for the rest of the bullpen. 
 
Cleveland is also facing a tricky situation with lefty Ryan Merritt, who is seventh on the rotation depth chart. Merritt is heading into Spring 
Training with no Minor League options. If the rotation avoids injuries this spring and no transactions impact its order, Merritt would either be a 
candidate for the bullpen or a trade. It's also worth noting that Francona has carried an eight-man bullpen multiple times over the past few 
years, and that Cleveland will have a handful of non-roster relievers vying for a job during Spring Training. 
 
Kluber headlines impressive Tribe rotation 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
CLEVELAND -- The Indians' rotation set records last year and the team has the ability to return with the entire staff intact. That is a big reason 
behind Cleveland's continued confidence in remaining atop the American League Central, even after some key losses in free agency this 
offseason. 
 
"It's an area of strength with our team and it's been a big part of our success," said Indians president of baseball operations Chris Antonetti. 
 
Led by two-time AL Cy Young Award winner Corey Kluber, the Tribe's rotation set single-season Modern Era (since 1900) records in 2017 for 
strikeouts (1,066), strikeouts per nine innings (10.1) and strikeout rate (27.5 percent), while establishing an AL record for strikeout-to-walk ratio 
(4.2). That is more than a solid foundation to have in place heading into the '18 campaign. 
 
MLB.com is taking a look at the projected rotation of all 30 teams ahead of Spring Training. Here's how the Indians might stack up: 
 
ROTATION IF SEASON STARTED TODAY 
1. Corey Kluber 
2. Carlos Carrasco 
3. Trevor Bauer 
4. Josh Tomlin 
5. Danny Salazar 
STRENGTH 
The Indians' staff boasts a mix of power and precision. Over the past five years combined, for example, Cleveland pitchers not only paced the 
AL in strikeouts (7,248), but in fewest pitches per inning (16.1). The rotation, which also has a viable option in righty Mike Clevinger, excels at 
getting ahead and then using some of baseball's best out pitches for strikeout counts. Not many teams have a true ace like the Indians do in 
Kluber, and the Indians arguably have two with Carrasco in the fold, too. Kluber (first) and Carrasco (fourth) were both AL Cy Young contenders 
last season. 
 
QUESTION MARK 



The final two spots are a big unknown as things stand. If everyone is healty, one of Tomlin, Salazar or Clevinger will likely wind up in the 
Opening Day bullpen. Tomlin does not have overpowering stuff, so he seems like a better fit for the rotation. Salazar has a potentially elite arm, 
but injuries have hindered his ceiling over the past two years. Clevinger is an up-and-coming arm that took a big step forward as a starter last 
year. If one of them head to the 'pen, that could be a tough conversation for manager Terry Francona at the end of the spring. 
 
WHAT MIGHT CHANGE 
If the Indians want to make any more significant changes to their projected Opening Day roster, the team will likely have to make a play in the 
trade market. Given Salazar's last two turbulent seasons, plus his potential and years of control (through 2020), the hard-throwing right-hander 
is a prime trade chip. Losing Salazar would be a big blow to the depth of the Tribe's rotation, but it could also solve the issue at the back end of 
the staff, while also helping the Indians upgrade another aspect of the roster. 
 
All of that said, the Indians can reflect on Carrasco's development path when mulling whether to trade someone like Salazar. Carrasco dealt 
with injuries, inconsistency and spent time in the bullpen before finally emerging as a reliable rotation arm. Cleveland's patience with Carrasco 
paid off in a big way. The last thing the Indians (a team with limited resources) want to do is deal a pitcher like Salazar away, only to see him 
develop into an ace elsewhere. 
 
Tribe boasts formidable lineup, top to bottom 
By Quinn Roberts MLB.com 
The Indians return a strong lineup, but there's one noticeable difference compared to last year: Instead of Carlos Santana, who signed a three-
year deal with the Phillies, it'll be Yonder Alonso at first base. Alonso signed a two-year deal with Cleveland in December. 
 
Alonso is coming off the best season of his career, belting 28 home runs and driving in 67 runs in 2017. He'll help fill the Santana void in the 
Tribe's balanced lineup. 
 
LINEUP IF SEASON STARTED TODAY 
Francisco Lindor, SS 
Jason Kipnis, 2B 
Jose Ramirez, 3B 
Edwin Encarnacion, DH 
Michael Brantley, LF 
Yonder Alonso, 1B 
Roberto Perez, C 
Lonnie Chisenhall, RF 
Bradley Zimmer, CF 
 
STRENGTH 
Top to bottom, the Indians have one of the most balanced lineups in baseball, with proven production. They posted the second-highest OPS in 
the Majors in their 102-win season in 2017. 
 
QUESTION MARK 
How healthy is Brantley? It's a question that has been uttered plenty of times over the past few seasons. The verdict is still out on whether he 
will be ready by Opening Day after having surgery in October on his right ankle. Brantley was an All-Star last year, but the injury limited him to 
90 games. 
 
WHAT MIGHT CHANGE 
Manager Terry Francona will have to decide whether Ramirez will play second or third base. That decision could impact Kipnis, who has been 
at second for most of his career but is now being considered for the outfield. If Kipnis is moved to the outfield and Brantley is healthy, how will 
that affect the position shuffle? 
 
Bargain hunting in a frozen free-agent market 
CLEVELAND, Ohio – Yes, Chris Antonetti said the Indians are all but tapped out when it comes to signing free agents after giving $16 million to 
first baseman Yonder Alonso in December. Still, in the great free-agent freeze of 2017 and 2018, this is a buyer’s market and the Indians have 
never been one to pass on a good bargain. 
 
We’re not talking Eric Hosmer, J.D. Martinez, Yu Darvish or Jake Arietta here. The same almost assuredly goes for Jay Bruce, Mike 
Moustakas, Greg Holland and Lorenzo Cain. 
 
But there are still plenty of unsigned free agents who could help in the bullpen and elsewhere. The bullpen is a concern after Bryan Shaw, Joe 
Smith and Boone Logan departed and Shawn Armstrong was traded. With the recent decision to return Jason Kipnis to second base – 
providing he isn’t traded or needed in the outfield – things look much more stable on the infield. Jose Ramirez will move back to third and 
Alonso will replace Carlos Santana. 
 



Still, there is a long way to go before opening day on March 29 in Seattle. If free agents continue to twist in the wind, prices will come down. 
The Indians could use another right-handed hitter or two to bring to camp to balance the lineup. The rotation looks strong and has depth, but as 
the old baseball saying goes, “when you think you have enough pitching, get more.” 
 
Here are 15 free agents who could represent good ba rgains for the Indians in 2018. 
Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com 
No. 1: RHP Peter Moylan 
The skinny: Shaw and Moylan, 39, tied for the AL lead in appearances last year with 79. But that’s where the similarities end. Moylan’s job with 
Kansas City was to get right-handers out, while Shaw was a face-all-comers set-up man. In other words, Moylan isn’t going to sign a three-
year, $27 million deal as did Shaw with the Rockies. 
 
Zack McAllister is the Tribe’s right-on-right reliever, but there’s probably room for Moylan if the price is right. 
 
No. 2: RHP Matt Albers 
The skinny: Albers, 34, has pitched for manager Terry Francona in Boston and Cleveland. He’s coming off a great year with Washington in 
which he went 7-2 with two saves and a 1.63 ERA in 63 games. Recent reports said Albers was close to signing a two-year deal with an 
unidentified team, but that hasn’t happened yet. 
 
Albers struck out 63 and walked 17 in 61 innings. He averaged 9.3 strikeouts and 2.5 walks per nine innings. 
 
No. 3: Francisco Rodriguez 
The skinny: The Indians are looking to build depth for the bullpen so why not bring K-Rod to spring training on a minor-league deal? He was 
released by the Tigers and Nationals last year, but in 2016 he saved 44 games for the Tigers. 
 
Rodriguez, 36, wouldn’t have to close with the Indians, not with Cody Allen available, but he might be able to help in the late innings. He has 
437 career saves. 
 
No. 4: OF Jose Bautista 
The skinny: If the Indians aren’t sold on Melvin Upton being the next Austin Jackson/Rajai Davis, how about bringing Bautista, 37, to camp for a 
look? They were linked to him last winter, but he re-signed with Toronto and struggled. He set career highs in games played and at-bats, but hit 
just .203 and set a career high with 170 strikeouts. 
 
Bautista, like Upton, is a right-handed hitter. He played right field and first and third base last season. That probably gives Upton an edge 
because he can still play center to give Bradley Zimmer a break now and then. 
No. 5: RHP Koji Uehara 
The skinny: Uehara, a former closer with Boston, went 3-4 with two saves and a 3.98 ERA in 49 games for the Cubs last season. He did not 
pitch in the postseason last year because of a neck injury. 
 
Right-handers hit .217 against him and lefties hit .250. Uehara, 42, averaged 10.5 strikeouts and 2.5 walks per nine innings. 
 
No. 6: UT Eduardo Nunez 
The skinny: The Indians tried to trade for the versatile Nunez, 30, last year, but the Giants sent him to Boston. He injured his right knee late in 
the season and re-injured it in Game 1 of the ALDS against Houston. He missed the rest of the series, but reportedly does not need surgery on 
the knee. 
 
Nunez, a right-handed hitter, hit .313 (145-for-467) with 12 homers, 48 RBI and an .801 OPS for the Giants and Red Sox. He stole 24 bases in 
31 attempts. Nunez played third base, second base, shortstop, left field, right field and DH last year. 
No. 7: 1B-3B Todd Frazier 
The skinny: The Indians tried to get Frazier, 31, from the Reds before the 2016 season, but he was sent to the White Sox. They talked to his 
representatives this winter, but he wants a multiyear contract and the Indians were more interested in a one-year deal. 
 
The right-handed hitting Frazier hit .213 (101-for-474) with 27 homers and 76 RBI last year for the White Sox and Yankees. Right now, it’s hard 
to see where he’d fit with the Tribe. They have Alonso at first, Kipnis at second and Ramirez at third. But it’s still January and a lot of things can 
change. 
 
No.8: RHP Jason Grilli 
The skinny: The veteran right-hander did not have a good season last year. He went 2-5 with a 6.30 ERA pitching for Toronto and Texas. His 
strikeout to walk numbers (48 to 18) were good, but he allowed 46 hits, including 12 homers, in 40 innings. 
 
Grilli, 42, is two years removed from a solid season with Toronto and Atlanta in which he averaged 12.4 strikeouts and 4.9 walks per nine 
innings. 
 
 



Former St. Louis closer Trevor Rosenthal is expected to miss the 2018 season following Tommy John surgery on his right elbow. (Gary 
Landers, Associated Press). 
 
No.9: RHP Trevor Rosenthal 
The skinny: The Cardinals released Rosenthal, 27, last year after he injured his right elbow and underwent Tommy John surgery in August. 
He’s expected to miss all of 2018. 
 
Rosenthal, until struggling in 2016 and 2017, was one of the top closers in baseball. He saved 93 games in 2014 and 2015. Allen, the Tribe’s 
durable closer, is eligible for free agency after the 2018 season. The Indians have a good reputation for rehabbing pitchers from Tommy John 
surgery. So maybe they'd take a chance on Rosenthal with an eye to the future. 
 
Before he was injured last year, Rosenthal went 3-4 with 11 saves and a 3.40 ERA in 50 games. He struck out 76 batters in 47 2/3 innings 
No. 10: LHP Brian Duensing 
The skinny: The Indians have two good lefties in Andrew Miller and Tyler Olson, but there's always room for one more, right? Duensing, 32, is 
coming off a good year with the Cubs in which he showed reverse splits, holding right-handers to a .237 (33-for-139) batting average, while 
lefties hit .258 (25-for-97) against him. 
 
Duensing, who spent seven years with the Twins, is familiar to the Indians. Last year he went 1-1 with a 2.74 ERA in 68 games for the Cubs. 
 
No. 11: RHP David Hernandez 
The skinny: For so long Hernandez, 32, struggled with his control, but after Arizona moved him to the bullpen fulltime in 2011, he threw a lot 
more strikes. Hernandez started last year with the Giants, but was cut in spring training. Atlanta signed him, but traded him to the Angels. The 
Angels traded him to Arizona for the stretch run. 
 
Hernandez went 3-1 with two saves and a 3.11 ERA in 55 innings. He had reverse splits, holding lefties to a .200 (17-for-85) average, while 
righties hit .267 (31-for-116). He made just over the minimum last year. 
 
No. 12: OF Carlos Gomez 
The skinny: Gomez, a right-handed hitter, could fit well with Zimmer in center field. He made $11.5 million last year with Texas on a one-year 
deal. Just a guess, but that’s would probably be too pricey for the Tribe. 
 
Gomez, 32, hit .255 (94-for-368) with 17 homers, 51 RBI and a .802 OPS. He played only 105 games, facing mostly right-handed pitching. His 
career splits don't show any real improvement vs. lefties, but he does have some power. 
 
No. 13: RHP Tyler Clippard, 32. 
The skinny: Clippard pitched for the Yankees, White Sox and Astros last year. After an impressive seven-year run with the Nationals, he’s 
pitched for six teams in the last three years. 
 
Last year Clippard, 32, struggled with the Yankees, pitched well with the White Sox, and struggled again with the Astros. He did not pitch in the 
postseason for Houston. 
 
No.14: RHP Matt Belisle 
The skinny: Belisle, 37, has pitched 14 years in the big leagues, but last year was his first in the AL. He went 2-2 with nine saves and a 4.03 
ERA in 62 games for the Twins. He struck out 54, walked 22 and turned out to be a good signing by Derek Falvey, the Twins chief baseball 
officer, for just over $2 million. 
 
Belisle showed reverse splits, holding lefties to a .162 (12-for-74) batting average. Righties hit .247 (36-for-146) against him. 
 
No. 15: LHP Tony Watson 
The skinny: True, the Tribe lost Shaw, but how about bringing in the left-handed version of Shaw? Over the last five years, Shaw leads the big 
leagues with 378 appearances, while Watson ranks second with 363. Over the last four years, Watson has made at least 70 appearances per 
season. 
 
Watson, 32, went 7-4 with 10 saves and a 3.38 ERA in 71 appearances for the Pirates and Dodgers. He made 11 more in the postseason for 
Los Angeles, including five scoreless appearances in the World Series. Watson made $5.6 million last year and is probably up for a multiyear 
deal. 
 
The Indians have two gifted lefties in Miller and Olson, but Miller can be a free agent at the end of the 2018 season. If that is the case, and 
Watson’s asking price doesn’t skyrocket, the Indians could help themselves in 2018 and beyond. 
 
Cleveland Indians announce starting times for 2018 r egular season games 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - The Indians and the 29 other teams in the big leagues announced the start times for their 2018 regular season games on 
Wednesday. It's just another sign that baseball is getting closer. 



 
SportsTime Ohio will carry 155 of the Tribe's games. The Indians will appear on national TV 13 times - seven on ESPN, three on Fox and three 
on FoxSports 1. That includes an ESPN Sunday night game against the World Series champion Houston Astros at Minute Maid Park on May 
20. 
 
The Tribe's radio network will carry all 162 games, including 161 on WTAM and 145 on WMMS. 
 
The 2018 schedule includes eight weekday matinees at Progressive Field. Instead of 12:10 p.m. starts, however, the times have been changed 
to 1:10 p.m. Those games will be May 2 vs. Texas, May 30 vs. the White Sox, June 6 vs. Minnesota, June 20 vs. the White Sox, July 25 vs. 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 9 vs. Minnesota, Aug. 30 vs. Minnesota and Sept. 5 vs. Kansas City. 
 
The Indians will continue to start some early season night games at Progressive Field at 6:10 p.m. During the first homestand of the season, all 
four games against Detroit from April 10 through April 12 will start at 6:10 p.m. 
 
The Tribe will open the season on the road against Seattle on March 29 at Safeco Field. They will play their home opener against the Royals on 
April 6 at 4:10 p.m. 
The first homestand of the season will last 10 games as the Royals, Tiger and Blue Jays visit. The Indians will then start a six-game trip against 
the Twins and Baltimore. They will play the Twins in San Juan, Puerto Rico on April 17 and April 18. 
 
The regular season ends on Sept. 30 at Kauffman Stadium against the Royals. 
 
D-MAN'S WORLD: DENNIS MANOLOFF'S SPORTS COLUMNS 
Cleveland Indians, even with FA losses, are in good  shape: DMan After Dark 
By Dennis Manoloff, The Plain Dealer 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Cleveland Indians no longer will employ outfielder Jay Bruce, who reportedly agreed to terms with the New York 
Mets on Wednesday. Bruce had joined the Indians via trade from the Mets in August 2017. 
 
Other notable free agents the Indians have lost this winter include first baseman Carlos Santana (Philadelphia) and relievers Bryan Shaw 
(Colorado) and Joe Smith (Houston). 
 
Of course it stings for the Indians and their fans. It should sting. But it is nowhere near the end of the world, as some have come close to 
suggesting on social media or the airwaves in recent days. 
 
I don't need to be Bob DiBiasio, annually the most positive person on the planet where the Indians are concerned, to make such a claim. 
 
The Indians -- and other teams, of all market sizes -- would love to re-sign all of their talented players. It simply isn't realistic. Players come and 
go in the business of sports. 
These particular Indians can absorb free-agent losses better than previous editions. They still have a strong roster, especially where all-
important starting pitching is concerned. A rotation that features Corey Kluber, Carlos Carrasco and Trevor Bauer and is supported by Josh 
Tomlin/Danny Salazar/Mike Clevinger gives its team a chance to win nightly. 
 
Not only do the Indians have plenty of good players, they happen to reside in the AL Central, which has become extremely ''winnable.'' Kansas 
City, Detroit and the Chicago White Sox are in various forms of rebuild, and the Minnesota Twins are not on the Tribe's level. If the Indians don't 
win their third straight division title, it would be a ginormous upset. 
 
Once an MLB team makes the playoffs, anything can happen. In 2016, the Indians went to Game 7 of the World Series. In 2017, despite 102 
victories in the regular season, they were bounced in the division series. 
 
Assuming the Indians return to the playoffs in 2018, I like their chances as much as anybody's because of the front-line starting pitching. 
Several FA losses are not going to change that outlook. 
 
Free agent OF Jay Bruce heading back to New York Me ts on a 3-year deal 
By Joe Noga, cleveland.comjnoga@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Free agent outfielder Jay Bruce and the New York Mets have reached an agreement on a three-year deal worth $39 
million according to reports. 
 
The deal was first reported by ESPN's Jerry Crasnick. 
Bruce was acquired from the Mets by the Cleveland Indians on Aug. 9 in exchange for minor league pitcher Ryder Ryan. The 30-year-old 
veteran hit .248 with seven home runs and 26 RBI in 43 games down the stretch, helping lead the Tribe to its second straight American League 
Central title.  
 
In the AL Division Series against the New York Yankees, Bruce hit .278 with two home runs and four RBI as Cleveland lost in five games. 
 



Bruce injected life into Cleveland's offense after it had stagnated in early August. With Michael Brantley and Jason Kipnis both missing 
significant time, Bruce's bat and underrated glove sparked the Indians in the final two months of the season. 
 
Fans will remember Bruce for delivering two clutch hits in his time with Cleveland.  
 
On Sep. 14, Bruce roped a game-winning RBI double into right field off Kansas City's Brandon Maurer in the bottom of the 10th inning, 
extending the Indians' American League record win streak to 22 games. 
 
On Oct. 6, Bruce homered off Yankees reliever David Robertson in the bottom of the eighth inning, completing an Indians comeback after 
trailing 8-3. The Tribe would go on to win in the bottom of the 13th inning on Yan Gomes' RBI single.  
 
Closer Cody Allen avoids arbitration to sign one-ye ar deal with Cleveland Indians 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Closer Cody Allen has avoided arbitration and signed a one-year deal with the Indians on Wednesday night. Allen can be 
a free agent after this season. 
 
Allen signed for $10.575 million. He made $7.35 million last year. MLBtraderumors estimated that he could make close to $11 million in 
arbitration. 
 
Arbitration eligible players are scheduled to exchange salary figures on Friday. Trevor Bauer, Lonnie Chisenhall, Danny Salazar and Zach 
McAllister of the Indians are eligible for arbitration. 
 
Allen, 28, has been a core piece of the bullpen since 2013. He ranks first among relievers in franchise history with 484 strikeouts and 386 
appearances. Among franchise closer he ranks fourth with 122 saves. 
In the last four years, Allen ranks third in the AL with 120 saves behind Zach Britton with 135 and David Robertson with 124. 
 
Last season Allen went 3-7 with a 2.94 ERA in 69 games. He converted 30 of 34 save opportunities, striking out 92 and walking 21 in 67 1/3 
innings. The opposition hit .221 against him -- .209 by lefties and .230 by righties -- and had an on base percentage of .285. 
 
He converted 22 straight saves, not including the postseason in 2016 when he was six-for-six, from Aug. 18, 2016 through May 23, 2017. 
 
Allen, in his last five seasons, has never made fewer than 69 appearances, had an ERA over 2.99 or struck out fewer than 88 batters in a 
season. 
 
The Indians' bullpen has taken a hit this winter with the free agent losses of Bryan Shaw, Joe Smith and Boone Logan. Shawn Armstrong, 
another reliever, was traded to Seattle. 
 
Allen and lefty Andrew Miller are expected to anchor the pen this year. Allen is expected to close with Miller setting up. At the end of the 2018 
season, Allen and Miller are eligible for free agency. 
 
So the Tribe bullpen that led the AL in ERA last season is in a state of flux. Allen, on the other hand, has been steady and dependable since he 
arrived in Cleveland in 2012 after pitching his way through Class A, Class AA and Class AAA earlier in the year. 
 
Indians-Twins green light their April series and th at Puerto Rico is open for business 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - Owner Paul Dolan, catcher Roberto Perez and former second baseman Carlos Baerga represented the Indians on 
Wednesday at Hiram Bithorn Stadium in San Juan, Puerto Rico to formally announce their two-game series against the Twins on April 17 and 
April 18 and declare that the island is "open and ready for business." 
 
Puerto Rico is still recovering the from the damage done by hurricanes Maria and Irma late last year. Perez and Baerga are natives of Puerto 
Rico. 
The Twins were represented by President Dave St. Peter and players Eddie Rosario, Jose Barrios and Kenny Vargas. Rosario, Barrios and 
Vargas are from Puerto Rico. Minnesota will be the home team in the series. 
 
Carmen Yulin Cruz, the mayor of San Juan, welcomed both teams at the press conference. 
 
Over 50 percent of Puerto Rico is still without power. Hiram Bithorn Stadium was damaged during Hurricane Maria, but MLB officials say the 
ballpark is structurally sound. After Wednesday's press conference, a winter league game was played there. 
 
The only changes MLB will make to the ballpark for the two-game series will be to the lights. Musco Lighting will update the lights for the two-
game series. Those plans were in place before the hurricanes hit. 
 
The bullpens, batting cages and dugouts will be updated as well. 
 



The ballpark sits 18,000 and MLB is expecting a sellout crowd at each game. The games are scheduled to start at 7:10 p.m. Tickets will go on 
sale Saturday. Ticket information will be at ticketpop.com 
 
Dolan, at the press conference, that the Indians are honored to play in Puerto Rico. It will be the Indians' first regular-season games on the 
island. 
"Puerto Rico is very important to our community," said Dolan. "We have a prideful Puerto Rican community in Cleveland and I know they're 
excited about us playing in San Juan. I hope they can travel with us. 
 
"But more important it's because of Roberto Perez and Francisco Lindor and what it means to them to come back and play in front of family and 
friends. We want it to be part of the messaging to the world that San Juan is open and ready for business." 
 
The Indians will arrive in Puerto Rico on the night of April 15 after playing Toronto at Progressive Field. The next day is an off day and the two 
teams are expected to participate in some clinics and community events. 
 
MLB will contribute $1 million to communities damaged by Hurricane Maria and the earthquake in Mexico. To do so, MLB will direct its 
contributions of Habitat for Humanity, Project C.U.R.E. and the U.S. Fund for UNICEF. 
 
Inside the Indians' hidden vault of historic memorabi lia 
By Zack Meisel Jan 10, 2018  
Fifteen. Sixteen. Seventeen. Eighteen. Nineteen. Twenty. Twenty-one. Twenty-two. 
 
Jeremy Feador pointed to each baseball — some with smudges, others nearly pristine. 
In the bowels of Progressive Field sits a nondescript room with a bare counter, a collage of old Indians-related newspaper printouts tacked to a 
bulletin board, and little else. That room branches off into three others. The team barber, Jesús, chops players’ hair in the first. The second is 
for storage. The third is a photographer workspace, with equipment and loose notes scattered throughout the untidy area. 
 
At the back of the workroom is a dark, unmarked closet. Taped to the inside of the open door is a black-and-white photo of Babe Ruth, leaning 
on Bob Feller’s bat as he addressed the Yankee Stadium crowd in 1948 for the final time. Ruth succumbed to cancer two months later. 
 
The lights in the closet don’t function. The bulbs from the other rooms offer just enough illumination to highlight a couple of floor-to-ceiling 
shelves, a bat rack and some organizers. 
 
The cramped space — uninspiring, neglected and cluttered as can be — is actually a hidden trove of Indians memorabilia, a stash of historic 
possessions from one of the American League’s charter franchises. Some items are prized; others are profitless. Some are obvious; others are 
obscure. 
 
Pull open a container, dig your hand through the possibilities and you might yank out a base from the 2016 World Series or a Bob Feller candy 
bar wrapper or a 1980 Joe Charboneau Baseball Digest cover. 
 
These riches are Feador’s domain. The Indians’ curator supervises the burgeoning collection, designs displays around the ballpark and 
remains in search of the next keepsake to stow in the dimly lit vault. 
 
He lifts the lid off a box and counts the baseballs from the Indians’ record-setting 22-game winning streak. Feador estimates he has 70 boxes 
filled with signed balls and jerseys, old programs, ticket stubs, pennants, magazine covers and newspaper clippings. Each piece carries its own 
story. 
 
Feador opens a manila folder and reveals a Western Union telegram, postmarked on Jan. 25, 1962, with a brief message in block print. 
 
BOB FELLER 
 
GATES MILLS CLEVE 
 
MY MOST SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS 
 
I AM HONORED TO GO INTO THE HALL OF FAME WITH YOU 
 
JACKIE ROBINSON 
 
“It’s like, ‘Whaaaaat,’ ” Feador said. “It’s not his signature, but it’s a personal correspondence. I always think that one’s cool.” 
=== 
 
 
 



A black frame protects a certificate presented to Feller in 1940 for his exploits on the mound. The right-hander tallied 320 innings, 27 wins, 31 
complete games, 261 strikeouts and registered a 2.61 ERA that season. He also tossed the only Opening Day no-hitter in league history, a 1-0 
triumph at Comiskey Park in Chicago. 
 
The recognition from the Board of Baseball anoints Feller as a member of the All America Baseball Team and features signatures from Ruth 
and 11 other baseball dignitaries from around the country. Ruth had unparalleled penmanship. 
 
“Whenever I look for forgeries, I always look at the ‘R,’ ” Feador said. “It’s hard to fake.” 
 
When the Bob Feller Museum in Van Meter, Iowa, closed a few years ago, Feador and Bob DiBiasio, the Indians’ vice president of public 
affairs, secured many of the items to add to the team’s archives and to create an exhibit at the ballpark. 
 
Feller seemingly graced the cover of every magazine in existence. There’s a 1941 edition of the Street & Smith’s Baseball Pictorial Yearbook, 
which ran folks 25 cents at the time. An 18-year-old Feller sported his white uniform on the April 19, 1937, issue of TIME, the day before his first 
full big-league season. There are two Good Feller candy bar wrappers, a Hi-Feller ginger ale label, a Feller Motorola ad and invitations to 
Feller’s annual postseason homecoming celebration in Van Meter. 
 
Cy Slapnicka, Hal Naragon, Bill Veeck and Lou Boudreau also sent congratulatory memos upon Feller’s Hall of Fame election. GM Gabe Paul 
mailed him a letter in January 1962 to commend him and seek his approval of a Bob Feller Night in Cleveland. 
 
Paul wrote: 
 
All of us are thrilled that you have been elected to the Hall of Fame. Rather than congratulate you, I feel I should congratulate the baseball 
writers for their wisdom in this selection because certainly Bob Feller goes down in history as one of the greatest pitchers and one of the 
greatest personalities. 
 
“This (stuff) was in the basement, in a box, in the Feller museum,” Feador said. “You come across it and you’re like, ‘Oh, this is of some 
significance.’ ” 
 
Now, some of the material is on display in the terrace club at Progressive Field. There are headlines and photos from old Plain Dealer articles, 
a portrait of Feller from his tenure in the Navy, and his maritime jacket, hat and goggles. In storage, the Indians keep a faded green duffel bag, 
a yellow life preserver and a telescope that Feller used during his time aboard the USS Alabama. 
 
“Plaques are great. Same with statues,” Feador said. “But that’s what’s cool about some of the Feller stuff. We have one of his Navy jackets. 
He wore that. It’s not just this fable or fantastical story.” 
=== 
During a walk-off celebration, fans’ eyes are glued to one of two places. 
 
1. The scoreboard or the TV for a replay of the decisive action. 
 
2. The mob scene on the diamond, often fit with water, baby powder and an abundance of head-slapping. 
 
Feador fixates on the wardrobe of the man of the hour. He’s crossing his fingers for a tear or a stretch of the material, something that will retire 
the uniform rather than redirect it to the washing machine. 
 
“They can shred them beyond repair,” Feador said, “which is kind of what I hope for.” 
 
He unveils Jay Bruce’s navy No. 32 jersey from the night the Indians extended their winning streak to 22 games. Bruce delivered the game-
winning RBI double before his teammates roughed him up on the infield. By the time the right fielder retreated to the dugout, his jersey had 
been tugged to his waist. 
 
Feador asked clubhouse manager Tony Amato if the uniform was salvageable. It had a tear in the neck and some damaged piping. 
 
“I was extremely excited to get that,” Feador said. 
 
Elsewhere in the closet is a Jose Ramirez Father’s Day jersey with bright blue letters and numbers, from the day the diminutive infielder 
slugged a home run from both sides of the plate. There’s a replica Francisco Lindor Players’ Weekend jersey and a 1975-edition tomato-red 
jersey bearing the name of Indians bullpen catcher Armando Camacaro. It’s a simpler task for Feador to secure the special uniforms, since the 
players wear them for a limited time. 
 
A display case at The Corner bar at the ballpark has showcased Trevor Bauer’s bloody uniform from the 2016 ALCS, Rajai Davis’ jersey from 
the day he hit for the cycle, the baseball from the final out of the Indians’ 19-inning win against the Blue Jays, and Tyler Naquin’s inside-the-
park home run jersey, dirtied from his head-first plunge into the plate. 
 



“The best thing about baseball is that there are chances to make new memories every game,” Feador said. “As long as Tyler Naquin lives, 
Cleveland fans will always mention the inside-the-park home run. It’s just one of those moments, like Jason Giambi’s homer, that endear a 
player to a fan base forever because of the excitement and craziness involved. In 30 years, people will still remember the homer. And that’s 
great that people will remember it, but I think actually having the jersey — it’s the tangible evidence of the moment and, like a work of art, it 
elicits different emotion for fans.” 
 
A yellow blemish provides a hint for the backstory behind an otherwise ordinary baseball in Feador’s hand. In Game 2 of the 2017 ALDS, Lindor 
launched the baseball off the right-field foul pole for a frenzy-spurring grand slam. 
 
“Unfortunately, we lost that series,” Feador said, “so it’s not as cool as it could’ve been.” 
Box 42 — most are labeled and Feador maintains a detailed index — contains that ball as well as corks and bottles from recent clubhouse 
celebrations. Feador has no idea as to the whereabouts of Rajai Davis’ Game 7 home-run ball. The Indians never got their hands on it. One 
other memento is absent: Carlos Santana snagged a pop-up in foul territory in October 2016 to clinch the Indians’ first World Series berth in 19 
years. Santana, a collector himself, opted to keep the baseball rather than gift it to the team. 
 
The box includes signed baseballs from alumni who have recently visited, such as Marquis Grissom, Paul Assenmacher, Richie Sexson, Mike 
Jackson and Travis Fryman. Feador has visions of a wall filled with baseballs autographed by as many Tribe players as possible, an attraction 
the Yankees constructed in their stadium. 
 
“It’s a pipe dream,” Feador said, “but it’s cool. Whether or not it’s something we’ll ever do, hey, if Richie Sexson is in, let’s get Richie Sexson to 
sign a ball.” 
 
For now, Sexson’s signature collects dust in a shadowy storage closet. 
=== 
After brief trials in history education (he didn’t want to teach) and biology (he didn’t like biology), Feador settled on history and political science 
at Baldwin Wallace. He advanced to Wright State’s archive and museum administration program for his master’s degree. There, he had the 
chance to browse the Wright brothers’ checkbooks for a project. 
 
“I was like, ‘Hey, this sort of history is fun,’ ” Feador said. “The actual, ‘Here’s the newspaper article,’ or, ‘Here’s the actual artifact,’ versus 
reading a textbook and, ‘Oh, William McKinley was shot.’ ” 
 
A native of North Olmsted, Ohio, Feador fell for the mesmerizing Tribe teams of the '90s. He latched on as the club’s shepherd of history in 
2014 and, while he marvels at some of the Feller items or the familiar photos and signatures, he enjoys zeroing in on some of the more 
unheralded souvenirs and unrecognized names. 
 
“There’s so much more,” he said. “People don’t remember Tris Speaker or Nap Lajoie or Terry Turner or Elmer Flick or Addie Joss.” 
A stack of lineup cards rests atop a pile of caricatures of Stan Coveleski, Shoeless Joe Jackson, Joe Sewell, Ken Keltner, Steve O’Neill, Hal 
Trosky and others who played for the Indians in the early part of the 20th century. A framed team picture of the 1907 Indians rests against a 
wall in the dark closet. 
 
This stuff rarely, if ever, sees sunlight. 
 
Feador oversees the small area in The Corner. He manages the Feller exhibit and he lugs some goodies to Tribe Fest each year. But he’s still 
waiting on actual museum space, some new structure to house the historic inventory where fans can view it. Progressive Field has Heritage 
Park, home to plaques and statues of the franchise’s elite, but much of the memorabilia sits untouched year after year. 
 
“Our fingers are crossed that, at some point, we’ll get something a little secure,” Feador said, “whether it’s adding more to the terrace club or 
finding a space somewhere that we can tell a story. I would love if we had more display cases, but you have to walk before you run.” 
 
There is plenty of reading material, including a June 1976 copy of Baseball Digest, with Rick Manning on the cover, beneath the headline: 
“Exclusive! These are majors’ most valuable center fielders.” There are old game programs, such as one from 1993 that features the title, “Hard 
Workin’ Paul Sorrento.” Greg Swindell graces the cover of a 1989 program. 
 
There’s a green ticket from a May 15, 1981, battle between the Indians and Blue Jays at Municipal Stadium. The lower box seat cost $7, a 
bargain price to watch Len Barker twirl the franchise’s first perfect game in 73 years. 
 
There’s a “special game ticket” from 1973 in which the user was regarded as a guest of owner Nick Mileti. There’s a $6 upper reserve ticket for 
the 1963 All-Star Game, a Tuesday matinee held on the lakefront. There’s a $2 lower box ticket for the Indians’ 1948 Opening Day affair 
against the St. Louis Browns. Hanging on the wall is a canvas-sized ticket from Game 3 of the 1948 World Series. An upper reserve seat cost 
$6.25. 
 
 
 
 



A box of lineup cards includes the messy document from the final game of the Indians’ 2017 regular season, in which the club notched its 
102nd win. The lineup features plenty of Sharpie markings, as Terry Francona replaced nearly every starter during the contest. Feador also 
saved the lineup cards from wins No. 20, 21 and 22 during the streak. 
 
If Feador covets something game-specific, he’ll reach out to Kris Roukey, the team’s coordinator of game-used merchandise. Lineup cards, 
bases and broken bats are easy to corral. The bat rack in the closet stores more than 40 pieces of lumber, including a Jason Kipnis model from 
May 2015, when he produced 51 hits; a Frank Robinson model 1976 bat; and the stick Santana used to power the Indians to victory in that 19-
inning marathon. 
 
People occasionally call in with items they found in their basement or in their late relative’s attic. One woman discovered a panoramic picture in 
the basement of a house she was cleaning out. She thought it depicted the 1920 World Series team, but Feador pinpointed some familiar 
faces, identifying Lajoie and Jackson and narrowing the timetable to the first half of the 1910s. After some research, he shared with her that a 
similar photo had sold for about $5,000 at an auction. He told her he’d happily give the photo a home, but left the decision to her. 
 
Someone else sent in a scrapbook of Feller-related newspaper clippings from 1936-37. Another fan called to ask about an article on the 
Indians’ chapel practices from the 1975 game program. Feador located the article, which helped the fan compose his master’s thesis. 
 
“My hope, my perfect world is that people get into it,” Feador said. “My goal is to get stuff out there so people can say, ‘Oh, Tris Speaker. 
Maybe I’ll Wikipedia him.’ ‘Oh, Ray Caldwell got struck by lightning. Maybe I’ll Google it.’ ” 
 
Feador has recently incorporated more history into the Indians’ social media initiatives. On one post, a follower contended that 2017 was the 
most disheartening year in Indians baseball. Feador laughed. 
 
“Try 1908, when they were a half-game from the World Series and the Tigers wouldn’t make up a rainout,” he said. 
Feador has already prepared for 20 years from now, with an exhibit aimed to recognize the current year of Indians baseball. He’ll set a replica 
Corey Kluber Cy Young Award next to the replica Lindor Platinum Glove Award that already resides in the storage closet. He’ll place the box of 
baseballs from the winning streak next to Lonnie Chisenhall’s ax-handle bat from the same stretch. 
 
“You could see Carlos Baerga 30,000 times, and the 30,001st time, certain fans are still going to be geeked,” Feador said. “There are good 
feelings that come up. You don’t think of the soul-crushing feelings. We’ll bring Rajai back in 20 years and people will want to give him hugs 
and remember that high they were on.” 
 
And that’s why Feador stocks the closet with every relic he can find, why he’s always on the hunt to unearth some obscure piece of history or 
secure some bit of the most recent walk-off win. 
 
No matter how often he gazes at the Ruth photo or the invitation to a buffet luncheon at Municipal Stadium to honor Hall of Fame manager 
Connie Mack, he still marvels at the collection. 
 
“People recognize the importance of objects,” Feador said. “It’s why every family has an attic full of stuff, items they don’t want to toss because 
they’re of some significance or memory. Clearly the Christmas tree is of use, but the box full of old kids drawings or grandpa’s photographs are 
important because they connect you to a sense of place. I’m just the dude that makes sure the attic doesn’t get cluttered and disorganized and 
when it comes time to dust off the memories for the holidays, we can bring out the jersey or ball or bat so people can take time to reconnect 
with the history.” 
 
Diamond Dialogue: What do we (and the Indians) make o f the lousy AL Central? 
Zack Meisel 3 hours ago  
FanGraphs maintains an updated prognostication for the 2018 standings, and if you scroll down — keep going … scroll some more … you’re 
almost there … hurry up, I’m starving … there you go — to the bottom, you’ll find a few familiar teams. 
 
The White Sox pull up the rear, with a projected record of 63-99, the only team in baseball pegged for fewer than 70 victories. The Royals rank 
second to last, at 70-92. The Tigers check in at 72-90, good for 26th. 
 
Now, these projections tend to err on the side of caution, especially considering not one single free agent has signed yet this winter*. Rarely will 
a juggernaut eclipse 100 wins or a bottom-feeder sink beyond 100 losses in this system. 
 
If there’s one takeaway from these estimates, though, it’s the lackluster state of the AL Central. The Indians own the third-highest projection in 
the league, at 93 wins. The Twins are slated for an 82-80 record. The rest of the division might not be heard from until the cicadas return*. 
 
We’ve discussed all winter how the weak division plays into the Indians’ hand, but, T.J., have you noticed just how horrendous the Central 
might be? How are the Royals going to score runs, a necessary component of any winning baseball strategy? Aside from Salvador Perez, their 
next-highest projected position player, in terms of WAR, is Whit Merrifield, whose name sounds more fitting for a team in 1918. 
 
The Central is terrible. The Indians are not. This seems like an advantage for Cleveland. 
 



*might be a slight exaggeration 
 
TJ Zuppe: I think Scott Atchison might have played with Whit's great-great-grandfather. 
 
Yeah, it's no secret that the AL Central is expected to have more competition for the top draft pick than the division crown. I've certainly noticed. 
And we already know the Indians have. In fact, I'd wager that a great deal of their ability to sleep at night is tied to the state of the division. 
Despite the small exodus of talented players this winter — the latest being Jay Bruce's decision to rejoin the Mets — the retooling of 60 percent 
of the Central has allowed the front office to remain calm, cool and collected. 
 
They haven't been pressured into making any reactionary moves. They could probably wait until June or July to cash in their remaining 
resources. The benefits of playing almost 60 games against the Royals, White Sox and Tigers this year are obvious. 
 
However, I think there are two areas of concern. 
 
1. The Twins aren't elite, but they're good enough to make things interesting. And they'll feast on the same teams. 
 
2. The absence of a true challenge can, at times, breed an occasional lack of focus or attention to detail. 
 
I think we can agree that those issues are preferred over the alternative — a divisional dogfight — but I am curious to see how they might 
combat complacency this year. 
 
Zack: They avoided complacency last season, though it helped that the Astros pushed them until the final weekend. But I agree with your 
points. 
 
I noted in an edition of Friday Insider last month that it might make more sense for the Indians to wait until the summer to pull off their major 
move of 2018, and I think the state of the division factors into that equation. Why pay extra for April/May/June production when the Indians 
probably only need outside help for October? 
 
Anyway, I think we agree that the White Sox might be scarier in 2019 and most certainly will be scarier in 2020, that the Royals don't strike fear 
in anyone and that the Tigers are a shell of their old selves. So what, with five weeks until spring training, can the Twins still do to close the 
gap? 
 
TJ: Add a couple of starting pitchers, for instance. They've been linked to some of the top targets. They've got a pre-existing connection to Yu 
Darvish. Adding him and another talent might not make them the division favorite, but it's close enough to let the always dangerous variance do 
the rest. 
 
The Twins also want to take advantage of a division that could inflate their win total back to wild card status. 
 
More, I just worry that the lack of division competition has allowed the Tribe to take their foot off the gas a bit this winter. We've discussed the 
random nature of the postseason, but it's impossible to ignore the Yankees and Astros (you remember, the reigning World Champs?) trying to 
get better. 
 
We know the financial resources are limited — they're already in the upper-half of the league in projected payroll for 2018 — and it's easy to 
forget the Indians are still one of the American League's three best clubs. But I don't think they can entirely rely on a poor division to punch their 
ticket. Maybe that's being a bit reactionary on my part, but we also know this may be their last best shot to win a title in the few years ahead. 
 
Am I just making too much of that in a slow-moving winter? 
 
Zack: Chris Antonetti routinely stresses how the front office is searching for help beyond 2018, not just for the year at hand. So, no, you’re not 
making too much of their stagnant offseason, because other than Yonder Alonso, they haven’t added anything that will help in 2018, 2019, 
2020 or 2037. (Wait, they did land draft-pick compensation for losing Carlos Santana.) 
 
A front office should never limit its offseason motives because of its competition within the division. You still have to compare yourself with the 
other elite teams in the league, even if the postseason often unfolds in random, inexplicable fashion. 
 
When the Indians acquired Jay Bruce in August, they had a four-game advantage in the AL Central. Would they still have jumped at the 
opportunity if they owned a 14-game cushion at the time? 
 
TJ: I'd hope the answer is yes. The goal was so much more than just winning their second straight division crown. Thanks to the outlook of the 
Central, we already have a strong indication that a third is on the way. 
 
But you know what could get interesting? What if, four or five years from now, the White Sox, Royals and Tigers are all on the upswing. The 
Twins are still solid. The Indians are in rebuild mode, again, facing little competition from within the Central — just heading in the opposite 
direction. 



It's an odd way to think, but Tribe fans should almost root for those teams to get their retooling right in the years ahead. Their window won't last 
forever, and having fewer teams to battle in a race to the bottom can be equally as beneficial. But we've talked so much about zigzagging lately 
(hey, have you listened to this week's podcast yet?), maybe that mentality is slowly eating my brain. 
 
Zack: I think the Nationals are in a similar position in the NL East, though their window might shut sooner if Bryce Harper relocates next winter, 
and the Mets did reach the World Series a few years ago. I just wonder how aggressive the Indians would have been, or if ownership would 
loosen the wallet a bit more, if the Indians played in the AL East or NL West. 
 
Instead, they'll have the chance to fatten up by bludgeoning some rebuilding opponents … or by eating your brain. 
 


