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Daily Herald 
Local connections fuel drive of four nonroster Cubs players 
By Bruce Miles  
 
Chicago has a certain pull when it comes to four of the Cubs' nonroster players in spring training camp. 
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Like all teams, the Cubs have a varied collection of players as nonroster invitees to big-league camp. 
They include veterans looking for one more chance as well as prospects who have not graduated to the 
40-man major-league roster. 
 
For a quartet of players, making it with the Cubs this year would mean something extra special. 
 
One played for the Cubs last year. 
 
Another started his professional career as a Cubs draft choice before making his big-league debut in 
Seattle. 
 
Another is a second-generation player from the Chicago area looking to get back to the top level. 
 
And one player born in the Northwest suburbs played high school ball here before starting a nomadic 
pro career. 
 
Here are their stories and what drives them. 
 
Ryan Court has been from Portland to Pawtucket and many places in between, both inside and outside 
of organized ball. 
 
The 29-year-old native of Elgin and graduate of Dundee-Crown High School has played in 615 minor-
league games, and 99 with independent team Sioux City since making his pro debut in 2011. 
 
A 23rd-round draft pick of the Arizona Diamondbacks in 2011, Court climbed the minor-league ladder -- 
with a stop in Sioux City in 2015 -- playing the 2017 season with Boston Red Sox's Class AAA Pawtucket 
affiliate, for whom he put up line of .263/.347/.410 with 10 homers. 
 
What keeps him going? 
 
"The dream to make the major leagues, especially now playing for my hometown team," he said. "It's a 
dream come true already. Playing in Wrigley is going to be the best thing in my life." 
 
Court knows he's well beyond the age to be considered a "prospect." 
 
"I think 'prospect' status is for younger guys, and now that I've been playing awhile, I think I bring to the 
Cubs versatility, that I can play all the positions and give them good at-bats every time," he said. "Playing 
for your hometown team and getting that dream to play in Wrigley, it's an honor to put on the Cubs 
uniform every day. It keeps me going. I come to the ballpark with a smile every day." 
 
While conditions in independent ball aren't always great, Court enjoyed his time with Sioux City. 
 
"I had a lot of fun playing indie ball, and I think it's because a lot of guys are in the same situation," he 
said. "They've been out of pro ball, trying to fight to get back, so everyone was pulling for each other. I 
guess that's the ultimate goal with every team -- everyone's pulling for each other. But you don't always 
see that with teams. Indie ball was great, and now being with these guys, that's seems like it's the Cubs 
culture, to pull for your team. The motto this year is 'Everybody In.' It couldn't be more true with this 
group." 
 
The right kind of player: 



 

Organizations are fond of players like Peter Bourjos. 
 
Bourjos gets his uniform dirty during training camp drills. He also spends time counseling the younger 
players, both on and off the field. 
 
Almost 31, Bourjos has made seven straight opening-day rosters, including last year with Tampa Bay 
after going to spring training as a nonroster man. In 813 big-league games, he has a line of 
.241/.298/..382, but his calling cards are speed and outfield defense. 
 
Bourjos knows the deck is stacked against him because the Cubs' major-league roster is loaded. 
 
"It's just an opportunity, playing at home and hopefully have a good camp and see where it goes," he 
said. "I don't really have expectations. Just play well, that's the only expectation. 
 
"(The Cubs) reached out the last couple of years. I was born in Chicago. I have some family there, and 
my wife has some family in Milwaukee as well. So it's a good situation overall. We'll see. This roster is 
pretty stacked. I don't even know if there are any spots open." 
 
Bourjos was born in Park Ridge and moved to Scottsdale, Arizona, when he was 7. His dad, Chris, played 
in 13 games with the San Francisco Giants in 1980. 
 
"We'll talk baseball but nothing crazy, mechanics or anything like that," Peter Bourjos said. "We'll talk 
the game here and there. He comes over and sees the grandkids. We spend more time talking about 
them than anything." 
 
Made it at last: 
After toiling for parts of seven seasons in the Cubs' minor-league system, catcher Taylor Davis finally got 
the call last September. 
 
It was a long time in coming for someone who was signed by the Cubs as a nondrafted free agent. His 
first start came Sept. 14, when he caught fellow rookie Jen-Ho Tseng. Neither lasted very long in the 
game, but the experience was unforgettable for Davis. 
 
"That was incredible," he said. "Obviously, anytime you get a start, especially in Wrigley Field, especially 
for your first start, it's going to be fun. Being able to do it with (Tseng) made it that much better." 
 
Davis, 28, said the experience made it easy for him to come back, even though he is far down on the 
depth chart 
 
"Everybody wants to be a part of this," he said. "Free agents, minor-league free agents, people want to 
stay, people want to come in. The culture and the environment that's being created here is something 
that is undeniable and is really untouched anywhere else in the game right now. Shoot, I'd go fill the 
water buckets if they wanted me to." 
 
Davis earned a measure of fame last year at Iowa when the TV camera would find him, and he'd stare 
into it, and stare into it some more. Will "the stare" be part of his game this year, wherever he is? 
 
"I don't know," he said. "Everybody asks that. I have no idea yet. I haven't decided." 
 
Back with the Cubs: 



 

Jacob Hannemann thought he would make his big-league debut with the Cubs. After all, they selected 
him in the third round of the 2013 draft. 
 
But some funny things happened on his way to Cubs camp this spring. The Seattle Mariners claimed him 
off waivers last Sept. 4 and he made his debut for them later that month. On Oct. 26, the Cubs claimed 
him back. 
 
"It's great," he said. "It feels like home here. I know a lot of people. It was like a roller coaster last 
season, a lot of ups and downs, getting switched around. It ended up working out for the best." 
 
Hannemann brings speed and defense. In 456 minor-league games, he has a line of .247/.312/.381 with 
31 homers. 
 
"I have a lot of potential to improve," he said. "I'll just keep on working hard and seeing where things go. 
Obviously, the end goal is to make it up there for a long time. So I've just got to focus on right now and 
work hard. 
 
"It's being athletic, and speed. I feel like I bring that, baserunning. I know my defense is there. Keep on 
working on those things. I know how to hit. Hopefully it all lines up this year and works out for the best." 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Unprecedented regression leaves Jason Heyward, Cubs in a precarious position 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
TEMPE, Ariz. – Cubs manager Joe Maddon says he isn’t interested in what Jason Heyward can’t do. 
That's not the Maddon Way. 
 
But with $184 million committed to Heyward over eight years — as long as he doesn't opt out of his 
deal, which seems unlikely — expectations are going overshadow Heyward's accomplishments. 
Leadership, base running and a Gold Glove in right field are only worth so much. 
 
With that in mind, Heyward is working with new hitting coach Chili Davis and Maddon seems hopeful 
about the pairing. 
 
“Working with Chili is probably going to present a different method,” Maddon said. “[Heyward] is such a 
skillful athlete, I think it’s going to continue to rise. All those numbers will continue to rise. It’s gonna 
keep getting better. But he’s such a good baseball player and he’s such a force within the group. 
Hitting’s a topic of discussion, I totally can see that. But I don’t look at it like that. I think he’ll get the big 
hits when it’s necessary. But I also believe the stuff that everybody’s looking for, it’s gonna show up. I 
have a lot of confidence in him and I have a lot of confidence in the approach Chili is taking with him.” 
 
Confidence is a key word with Heyward. After looking lost at the plate for much of the last two seasons, 
it’s fair to assume his confidence is quite low. Maddon is the type of manager willing to try almost 
anything to give a player a mental jolt. Perhaps that’s why he had Heyward lead off Friday at Diablo 
Stadium. The assumption early on in camp had been that Ben Zobrist, Ian Happ, Albert Almora Jr. and 
Kyle Schwarber would be in the rotation for the leadoff spot. But Heyward adds another possibility to 
the mix. 
 



 

“Just check it out,” Maddon said. “I like what he’s doing right now. Just want to make sure we’re looking 
at every possibility.” 
 
While Zobrist, Happ, Almora and Schwarber are all up for batting up top, they’re also each fighting for 
time in the outfield. So it makes sense to wonder whether continued struggles for Heyward mean he 
could wind up as the best-paid fourth outfielder in baseball. Maddon isn't going there yet. 
 
“Everybody is going to play,” he said. “Everybody needs to play. That’s a good problem. I’m not going to 
say it’s going to be a meritocracy, necessarily. Although, what isn’t? I’m just going to say go play, we’ll 
get you out there. I think they’re all going to do well. Of course, I’m labeled as being an optimist. But I 
really believe that to be true. Jason’s made some wonderful adjustments and I love what I’m seeing right 
now.” 
 
Heyward came to Chicago with a career OPS+ of 114. That's not knocking-the-cover-off-the-ball territory 
for a right fielder, but with his other positive attributes, the Cubs believed they were making a wise 
investment. But in two years with the Cubs, Heyward has delivered a 76 OPS+ and has statistically 
become one of the worst everyday hitters in baseball. 
 
During the last two seasons, only four players have managed to accumulate at least 900 plate 
appearances and post an OPS+ worse than Heyward: José Iglesias, Adeiny Hechavarria, Billy Hamilton 
and Alex Gordon. Three of those four play elite defense at premier positions. Heyward is also an elite 
defender, but as a right fielder, that value is slightly diminished. 
 
Heyward's sudden decline at the plate has led to him joining an ignominious list. 
 
(chart in link)  
 
The above chart shows all the position players under 30 years old who have ever had four straight 
seasons with at least a 100 wRC+ (minimum 400 plate appearances) and then followed it up with two 
sub-90 wRC+ seasons. It's a very odd group, but former Cleveland and New York Mets second baseman 
Carlos Baerga's drop-off in production feels similar to Heyward's in that it was sudden and wasn't 
precipitated by injury (though his knees did deteriorate quickly toward the end of his career). Baerga 
managed just one more season with a wRC+ above 100 when he posted a 121 wRC+ in 2003 with 
Arizona, but it was in just 231 plate appearances. 
 
It got so bad at the end for Mike Andrews that after he made two critical errors in Game 2 of the World 
Series, Oakland A's owner Charlie Finley tried to force him out of the rest of the Series with a fabricated 
injury. That didn't happen, but Andrews only got one more at-bat before never playing in the big leagues 
again. 
 
Former Braves infielder Jeff Blauser bounced back well enough to earn himself a big free-agent deal with 
the Cubs, but his bat quickly faded once again. Earl Williams, a catcher for Atlanta, Baltimore and Atlanta 
again during this stretch, never regained his touch at the plate and was out of the game after the 1977 
season. 
 
Ron Fairly definitely had the best rebound. Halfway through the 1969 season he was traded from the 
Dodgers to Montreal. The outfielder/first baseman ended up playing 10 more seasons, during which he 
delivered a 124 OPS+ and made two All-Star games. 
 



 

But those careers won't tell us anything about Heyward's future. All it shows is that this type of 
production drop during a player's prime is nearly unprecedented, especially when injuries aren't a 
factor. But Fairly is proof that all is not lost. 
 
About two weeks ago, I took video of Heyward’s swing during live BP. I sent it to numerous scouts and 
asked them to tell me what they saw. 
 
None had anything good to say. Heyward’s hands looked very tight on his bat and locked close to his 
body; the word “tension” was used by a few. One scout pointed specifically to his left wrist when he 
loads, noticing it wraps inward instead of his hands staying relaxed. This leads to multiple problems. The 
tension means he won’t have as much bat speed. And because his swing is so long to the point of 
contact – Heyward over-rotates and the bat gets caught behind his body — he needs all the bat speed 
he can get to make up for it. 
 
His first move is away from his body which creates a swing that comes around the ball instead of staying 
inside it. Essentially it's a swing with numerous holes that most pitchers should exploit. It's rare that 
anything Heyward hits in the air gets much carry; there's just minimal backspin on anything he even 
manages to hit hard. 
 
While nearly all the talent evaluators I spoke to were familiar with Heyward's swing, I only asked them 
to evaluate that specific video. So take those critiques with a grain of salt. 
 
Heyward could be trying out some different things this spring, as he should be. This is the perfect time 
to play around with multiple solutions to a vexing problem. Perhaps by now he's onto something else or 
will be by the end of the spring. Even watching him in the cage lately, I see some slight differences from 
the video above, particularly with his finish, as he's not releasing the bat with his top hand in his follow-
through. 
 
When Heyward is at his best, he lets the ball travel deep into the zone and he drives the ball the other 
way — similar to what he was able to do in his second at-bat on Friday when he drove a double to left 
center field off Angels starter Garrett Richards. 
 
“That was pretty,” Maddon said. “That's exactly what I've been talking about. The evolution of his swing 
right now is just more fluid, more natural and the ball's coming off hotter. That's what I've been seeing 
in BP.” 
 
It's tough to evaluate a player solely off BP. But Maddon is right, Heyward is getting the ball in the air 
consistently in batting practice. You could also say that about nearly every player who has taken BP at 
the Cubs complex these past few weeks. 
 
The Heyward that lingers in our minds is the one who was so hard to retire in the 2015 NLDS. This was a 
player who slumped early that season, posting a 68 wRC+ in April. But then he didn't post a month 
below 115 the rest of the way and was at a 141 wRC+ for the entire second half. It's hard to forget his 
opposite-field homer against Jake Arrieta that series, one which he sat back on and shot into the left 
center field stands. 
 
The homer was off a curveball, so it's not the same as allowing a fastball to travel deep into the zone 
before attacking it, but it's a similar plan. What's interesting is that if you watch that at-bat, you'll see a 
swing that isn't too dissimilar to what we've always seen from Heyward. At the very least, it's still a 
swing that would be picked apart by scouts. Which suggests timing, confidence and comfort need to 
come together to allow Heyward to thrive. 



 

 
At some point early in his Cubs career, Heyward adjusted that approach and tried to be more traditional 
by attempting to attack the ball out and over the plate. However, his swing wasn’t built for that 
approach. The adjustments early on with the Cubs led to long slumps, which likely led to a lack of 
confidence at the plate, which led to more tweaking — none of which led to results on the field, keeping 
his confidence low and putting him in his current predicament. 
 
By no means is Heyward a lost cause. He and Davis' spring training work won't lead to a quick fix. 
Getting Heyward to feel for his swing by himself could help him get to a better mental state. It makes 
sense that feeling more comfortable with his swing would make him more confident. Build up those 
intangibles — comfort and confidence — then perhaps Davis could ease into different mechanical 
adjustments that wouldn't be drastically different from what feels natural. 
 
Heyward deserves a chance to continue to work with his new hitting coach to try and rediscover what 
made him a solid offensive player for years. He could be in the very beginning of a process that leads 
him back there. 
 
But the reality is patience is likely running short for the Cubs. There are multiple options for the Cubs, a 
few of whom are young and could have their development inhibited by limited playing time. If Heyward 
is unable to find his stroke, at what point is Maddon forced to actually go with a “meritocracy?” If 
Almora and Happ continue to progress on offense and Schwarber and Zobrist bounce back from down 
years, how much playing time will Maddon give Heyward? 
 
At some point, it becomes difficult to justify giving a player time on the field when there are numerous 
options who are more productive and just make the team stronger. The early-season results for 
Heyward may be key in how much he plays going forward. At some point, what Heyward can't do may 
outweigh what he can. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs go bald for pediatric cancer research 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- It was a good day to get a haircut on Saturday as Cubs manager Joe Maddon hosted his 
fourth annual Respect Bald fundraiser. 
 
Players, including Anthony Rizzo and Mike Montgomery, got their heads shaved, as did Maddon, to raise 
more than $80,000 for pediatric cancer research. 
 
Rizzo, Jon Lester, Ben Zobrist and Jason Heyward donated $10,000 each so Cubs coach Marty Pevey's 
21-year-old son, Tucker, would get his long brown hair cut as well. The Cubs surprised Pevey by bringing 
his wife, son, and daughter, Ashtin, 18, to Mesa for the event. 
 
Four children who are battling cancer were guests of the event as was Cole Eicher, 16, a brain cancer 
survivor from Clearwater, Fla., who was a special guest of Respect 90. Eicher was diagnosed at 12 and is 
now cancer free. 
 
"It's an unsupported cause," said Eicher, who has created the Gold Together organization to help battle 
pediatric cancer. "There's not a lot of people who know about childhood-cancer month in general, which 
is September. The ribbon color is gold. That's what I'm trying to do is raise awareness, raise research." 



 

  
Chicago Cubs 

✔ 
@Cubs 
Going bald to fight back against pediatric cancer. #RespectBald 
 
Maddon met Eicher in early February and invited him to camp. 
 
"Support, support, support these kids," Eicher said. "It really did something for me." 
 
Maddon did shave his head, and he acknowledged that it will grow back silver. He started coloring his 
hair last year and says his wife, Jaye, eventually said she liked it darker. Once he has some hair to dye, 
he'll start the process again. 
  
Respect 90 Foundation 
@Maddonrespect90 

💈 16 yo brain cancer survivor Cole Eicher from St Petersburg takes the clippers to Joe at our 4th Annual 
#RespectBald Head Shaving Event to benefit pediatric cancer research. Cole was flown out to Mesa as 
Respect 90's guest of honor! 
 
General manager Jed Hoyer has expressed his preference for the bright white look that Maddon had 
before. 
 
"It may disappoint some people, but my wife's on board, and that's all that matters," Maddon said. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Underwood hones in to rekindle prospect buzz 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- This spring, Duane Underwood Jr. is feeling as good as he did when he was pitching for 
Pope High School in Marietta, Ga. All it took was hard work, a little adjustment mentally and a well-
timed phone call. 
 
The right-hander, ranked No. 30 on MLB Pipeline's list of top 30 Cubs prospects, has been slowed by 
injuries and inconsistency since he was selected in the second round of the 2012 Draft. In 2014, he 
posted a 6-4 record and 2.50 ERA in 22 games for Class A Kane County, but an elbow strain in 2015 and a 
forearm strain in '16 limited him. 
 
And now? 
 
"I've been putting a lot of work in, getting my body right, getting my mind right," Underwood said. 
"Most of it was my mentality and how I approached the game and how I approached going on the 
mound, and a lot of that has changed and I've done a lot of growing up. The game's fun again." 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon can see it. He first got a long look at Underwood during an intrasquad game 
two years ago when Jake Arrieta was getting some work in on a back field. 
 



 

"His body is better, he's leaner," Maddon said of the 23-year-old. "When he came into camp this year, 
he had a different look about him. This is a guy with a high ceiling, and he hasn't realized it. There's a lot 
of conversation from the front office, coaches, etc. I think this winter he went home and did a little soul 
searching. He's much more assertive, he's attacking the zone." 
 
Part of that soul searching may have been sparked by a phone conversation at midseason between 
Underwood and Cubs president of baseball operations Theo Epstein. 
 
"It was an interesting conversation to move me in the right direction kind of thing, just adjust my 
attitude, my outlook, stuff like that," Underwood said. "It put me in the right place mentally. 
 
"It kind of helped me turn my season around, to be completely honest. It was a good conversation. I 
needed it." 
 
Underwood has had to deal with expectations that come from being a top Draft pick. 
 
"With the injuries and stuff like that, it's almost been a little humbling and it's been nice," Underwood 
said. "I got to work this offseason and have been grinding my butt off." 
 
He's added meditation to his routine, and tries to do so three or four times a week. 
 
"I would say I didn't understand it at first, but it really helps," Underwood said. "It's like putting stuff in 
order in my mind to where I can be a little more organized with my day. It helped me develop a routine. 
It's been working magic." 
 
What's important is how it helps Underwood on the mound. He's not looking at the stadium radar guns 
but watching hitters' reaction to his pitches. 
 
"Getting outs is the sole goal here," he said. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Heyward happy to help in leadoff auditions 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- Manager Joe Maddon says he's holding auditions for the next Cubs leadoff man. Jason 
Heyward considers it more of an experiment. 
 
In his first game this spring batting leadoff on Friday, Heyward went 1-for-3 with a double to left-center. 
On Saturday, it was Ian Happ's turn again in the No. 1 spot, and he went 0-for-3 in the Cubs' 7-4 win over 
the Reds. 
 
Heyward will get another opportunity there this spring as Maddon tries to sort things out. 
 
"It could be [an audition] in his mind, but I'm here to play whenever or wherever," Heyward said 
Saturday. "We're all aware [Maddon] can be different any time. Wherever we're asked to go that day, 
we have to be ready." 
 
The Cubs rotated 11 batters in the No. 1 spot last season after relying on Dexter Fowler for two years. 
 



 

"I feel like there is something to be said about having somebody there and somebody who has enough 
at-bats in that one spot to allow everyone else to settle in and relax and not overthink things," Heyward 
said. "You see that with Dex, you see it with other teams who have a permanent leadoff guy." 
 
Cubs 7, Reds 4 
Third baseman Kris Bryant, who was sidelined this week by an illness, started his second straight game 
on Saturday and doubled in the first inning. Ali Solis smacked a three-run homer in the seventh inning, 
and Tommy La Stella hit a pair of doubles, driving in a run with a hit in the fifth. La Stella also scored on 
Mike Freeman's single in the second. 
 
Tyler Chatwood walked one and struck out one over two innings in his second Cactus League start. 
 
"I felt sharper," Chatwood said. "My fastball command was sharper and my two-seam movement was 
crisper today." 
 
Saturday's game drew 15,516, the second largest crowd in Cubs and Cactus League history. 
 
Running man 
Maddon isn't looking for the Cubs to lead the National League in stolen bases -- last year, they ranked 
12th with 62 -- but what they do on the bases is important. 
 
"Everybody talks about basestealing when you talk about baserunning," Maddon said. "Basestealing is a 
small subsection of baserunning. I want us to be known as the best baserunning team in baseball. The 
best stolen-base team would be wonderful -- that means you have a lot of speed. But I want the group 
that goes first to third, second to home, works good secondary leads, advances on balls in the dirt." 
 
Worth noting 
• How skinny is Kyle Schwarber? Maddon didn't recognize the outfielder during a baserunning drill. 
 
"The first time he did [the drill], I didn't know who it was -- I looked up and said, 'Oh, it's Schwarbs,'" 
Maddon said. "With better technique and continued work, and a better frame to work from, I'm curious 
to watch this whole thing." 
 
• Kyle Hendricks and his wife, Emma, hosted a Special Olympics athlete, Ella Stoklosa, 27, of Wheeling, 
Ill., in Mesa on Saturday. Ella, who has Down syndrome, competes in nine events. 
 
Injury updates 
• Ben Zobrist has yet to play in a game but is continuing to make progress. He's been dealing with back 
issues since arriving in Arizona in mid-February. 
 
• Reliever Pedro Strop also has not entered a game. He is dealing with a sore left calf. 
 
What's next 
Jon Lester will make his second Cactus League start on Sunday when the Cubs travel to Scottsdale to 
face the D-backs. Lester went 1 2/3 innings in his first start, giving up one run on one hit and two walks 
while striking out three. Listen live at 2:10 p.m. CT on Gameday Audio. 
 
-- 
 



 

ESPNChicago.com 
Gimme some glove: Cubs explain their spring breaking-in rituals 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- On a nondescript day at Chicago Cubs camp, shortstop Addison Russell walked through 
the team’s clubhouse wearing latex gloves while holding his own leather in one hand. As he sat down at 
his locker, he began massaging the inside of his glove, smoothing the pocket over. 
 
Spring’s annual "Glove Day" provides major league players with new gloves from various sporting 
companies for the upcoming season, and many times, beyond. Russell actually received his glove before 
camp and was working it over. 
 
Next to their bats, position players are very particular about their gloves. 
 
“I’m just softening the leather in my glove,” Russell explained. “It’s basically a lotion for my glove that I 
put on the latex because Arizona gets a little dry, so trying to keep it lubricated.” 
 
The rituals of breaking in new gloves have changed over the years. No longer are players tying them with 
string or putting them under their pillow. Equipment guys can do the work for them in half the time. 
 
“Trainers are good at putting some stuff on the leather,” pitcher Mike Montgomery said. “I’ll give it to 
them. They have tools that can simulate playing catch.” 
 
Within the Cubs’ clubhouse there was a definite split between those who were more hands-on with 
breaking in their gloves and those who let team employees deal with it. Pitchers cared much less than 
position players, for obvious reasons. 
 
“Pitchers are easy,” Jon Lester said. “Just play catch.” 
 
Lester is new to Wilson Sporting Goods this season. He received a "JL34" model, which will be in stores 
soon. He has the initials of his three kids on his glove and says it doesn’t take long to break in, but he 
acknowledges catchers are a whole other breed. Willson Contreras got two new gloves on the same day 
Lester got his and immediately went to work on them -- him and only him. 
 
“I don’t want anyone touching my glove,” Contreras stated. “I take care of it like a baby. 
 
“I take them out to the cage and do my thing with the (pitching) machines. It takes me about a week and 
a half.” 
 
That first notion brought to memory a few funny moments for Cubs manager Joe Maddon. He’s seen 
players look cross-eyed at their gloves after an error and take it out on them in much harsher fashions. 
 
“Cliff Lee came off the mound one time and threw his glove right up into the stands above our dugout,” 
Maddon recalled. “And (former Angel Mike James), do not pick up his glove and put it on your hand. He 
would absolutely freak out if you put your hand into his glove.” 
 
Contreras aside, no other Cubs that were asked were that possessive about their gloves, but plenty had 
their routines. 
 
“I take balls off the pitching machine,” Kyle Schwarber said. “That’s my thing. I go in there and just keep 
pounding balls in there. Over and over.” 



 

 
Schwarber was already using his new one in games, but some preferred older models while also 
breaking in new ones for future use. 
 
“I try to break in gloves like a year ahead of time,” infielder Tommy La Stella said. “So I’ll break in gloves 
now that I might use next year. … Every glove is a little different, the way it comes. There are plenty of 
gloves I haven’t felt comfortable with for whatever reason, so I’ll just move on to the next one.” 
 
Though gloves don’t keep pitchers up at night, there are some aspects that affect their game. 
 
“The shape is important,” Montgomery explained. “I’ve gotten gloves that don’t turn out so well. It 
could be a bad pocket and guys can pick up pitches, so size is important and how you break it in is 
important.” 
 
What about superstition? It isn’t a driving force behind continuing to use a glove, but saving Game 7 of 
the World Series might be a good reason to keep using one a couple of years later. 
 
“I like that one anyway,” Montgomery said. “I’ll mix in other ones, but that one is kind of special to me, 
right?” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs starter Tyler Chatwood deals while free agent Jake Arrieta waits 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
While many Cubs fans are still pining for a reunion with free agent Jake Arrieta, new starter Tyler 
Chatwood is going about his business and looking sharp. 
 
Making his second start this spring, Chatwood threw two hitless innings Saturday in the Cubs’ 7-4 win 
over the Reds at Sloan Park. 
 
“I threw three curves and four changeups, obviously not as much as I’d like to,” Chatwood said. “The 
shape of my curveball was good today. It was a little below the zone, but the shape and spin I think are 
coming around, so I’m excited about that.” 
 
Chatwood had a 4.69 ERA and a National League-high 15 losses last year with the Rockies. But he agreed 
to a three-year, $38 million deal early in the offseason before the free-agent freeze. 
 
The Cubs believe pitching at sea level will make a difference for Chatwood, who has a 5.25 ERA in 68 
career games at Coors Field, including a 6.01 mark there last season. His curveball wasn’t too effective in 
the Mile High City, but since 2016, Chatwood’s 2.57 road ERA is tied for second-best among NL pitchers. 
 
If the Cubs sign Arrieta to a one-year deal, which seems unlikely, it probably would mean Chatwood 
would head to the bullpen to be a swing man like Mike Montgomery. 
 
Meanwhile, Arrieta sits and waits for a team to give him what he feels is his market value. The Nationals 
and Phillies are rumored to be possible landing spots for Arrieta, but the Phillies are in a rebuild and the 
Nats are trying to stay under the luxury tax. 
 
Giants starter Jeff Samardzija is surprised his former Cubs teammate is still out there. 



 

 
“To me, there’s always an asterisk (involved), because you don’t know who is slowing it down,” he said. 
“Is it the agent (Scott Boras)? Is it the owners? 
 
“I would assume plenty of teams would like a guy like Jake in their starting rotation. There definitely are 
a lot of teams that need a guy like Jake in their starting rotation. I’m surprised. It’s just a wild year.” 
 
Samardzija doesn’t blame owners for staying under the tax and paying high penalties. 
 
“With this whole luxury tax thing now, it’s not easy and really a big threat to these owners,” he said. “I 
don’t care how much money you have, no one wants to pay 50 percent (tax) on a dollar. It’s definitely a 
factor. We’ll see how teams get around it.” 
 
Stop sign: Many teams say in spring training they will run more during the season, and most of the time 
it doesn’t happen. 
 
The Cubs’ 62 stolen bases last season ranked 24th in the majors, and they haven’t added any speed. 
Asked on Saturday if Addison Russell, who has 11 stolen bases in three seasons, might run more in 2018, 
manager Joe Maddon gave a blunt response. 
 
“You’d love to see that, but I don’t want to force it,” he said. “I just don’t want to run for the sake of 
running. So he’s more to me under the classification of a situational base-stealer. 
 
“We don’t really have that one fellow that’s just going to go out there and run at any time against any 
kind of times or arm strength from the catcher. I’d just like to get us better situationally, and Addison 
has a lot of room to grow in that.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer disappointed with Joe Maddon's dye job 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Joe Maddon backtracked on a previous pledge to return to his original white hairstyle for the 2018 
season. 
 
Maddon joined Cubs players and fans Saturday in the “Respect Bald” charity event at Sloan Park, raising 
money by having their heads shaved. Maddon dyed his hair dark gray in August when the Cubs were on 
a winning streak but said at the start of spring training he would go back to his white-haired look after 
his head was shaved. 
 
Maddon announced Saturday he had changed his mind. 
 
“The good thing is he’s going to shave it, so that’ll will keep us from looking at this for a little while while 
it grows back,” general manager Jed Hoyer said. “But he told me the other day (his wife, Jaye) likes it 
and he knows I hate it. I think I know which way that’s going to lean.” 
 
As Maddon’s boss, can Hoyer override the wife’s wishes? 
 
“I think every married guy knows I’m not really the boss,” Hoyer said. 
 



 

Though he had planned to go back to the original look, Maddon said he recently got a call from Just For 
Men, a hair product company, and then had a talk with Jaye, whom he said was “digging” the darker 
hair color. 
 
“I know it’s going to disappoint some people, but my wife is on board, and that’s all that matters,” 
Maddon said. “I had a conversation with Jed, and he was disappointed.” 
 
Maddon insisted he was not having a midlife crisis. 
 
“I had to battle that when I was in my 40s,” Maddon, 64, said. “When you walk by the mortality door 
and you see it’s actually open, that’s when you go through your midlife crisis.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Saturday's recap: Cubs 7, Reds 4 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The Cubs beat the Reds 7-4 at Sloan Park, improving to 6-1-2 in the Cactus League. Catcher Ali Solis hit a 
three-run home run in a four-run seventh to break open the game. 
 
At the plate: Reserve infielders Tommy La Stella and Mike Freeman paced the offense. La Stella had a 
pair of doubles and an RBI, and Freeman went 3-for-3, raising his average to .588 (10-for-17). 
 
On the mound: Tyler Chatwood tossed two hitless innings, and Justin Wilson recorded his second 
scoreless outing. Carl Edwards Jr. pitched one scoreless inning. 
 
In the field: Ian Happ made a diving catch in center to rob Eugenio Suarez in the second, and Anthony 
Rizzo nabbed a screaming liner later that inning. 
 
Key number: 15,516. The attendance at Saturday’s game was the second-highest in spring training 
history. The Cubs also hold the all-time record, set in 2016. 
 
The quote: “It’s kind of like this seamless method, and I kind of want to keep that going. You talk about 
cultures being built. Hopefully this is the culture that’s going to be here for many years to come.” — Joe 
Maddon on the smooth-running camp. 
 
Up next: at Diamondbacks, 2:05 p.m. Sunday at Talking Stick in Scottsdale, Ariz. LH Jon Lester vs. RH 
Taijuan Walker. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Tyler Chatwood sharp in Cubs’ spring win, Brandon Morrow on tap for next week 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MESA, Ariz. — First-year Cubs starter Tyler Chatwood added two scoreless innings to his spring totals in 
his second start as the Cubs beat the Reds 7-4 on Saturday in a Cactus League game at Sloan Park. 
 
He allowed only a one-out walk in the second and struck out one. 
 



 

“I felt sharper,” said Chatwood, who pitched around one hit in a scoreless inning in his spring debut. 
“My fastball command I thought was a lot sharper. My two-seam was a lot more crisp today.” 
 
The Cubs improved to 6-1-2 
 
Morrow – or the next day 
 
New Cubs closer Brandon Morrow still hasn’t thrown in a game this spring, but that’s according to plan – 
the one he and staff devised when he signed in December. 
 
Because of his heavy workload in October (and Nov. 1), the Morrow plan involved starting his winter 
throwing program later and easing into spring at a slower pace than most. 
 
“It felt slow at first when I didn’t pick up a ball till after the new year,” said Morrow, who has become 
more comfortable with the pace as camp has progressed. “The great thing is they have experience 
taking guys deep in the postseason and learning how to handle them and learning strategy for the next 
spring training.” 
 
Morrow last threw a live batting practice session Friday and expects to make Cactus League debut 
Monday or Tuesday. The Cubs want him to make five or six appearances before the season starts. 
 
Wilson rolling early 
 
Left-hander Justin Wilson, the former Tigers setup man and closer who struggled with command after a 
trade to the Cubs last July, turned in another scoreless outing. 
 
He gave up a one-out hit on a 95 mph fastball and also struck out a batter in his inning Saturday. After 
scrapping mechanics changes he made after the trade last summer, he has retired six of seven this 
spring (two strikeouts). 
 
Big bat days 
 
Second baseman Tommy La Stella doubled to left leading off the second and later scored, and he 
doubled to left again in the fifth for an RBI. 
 
Infielder Mike Freeman, who spent time on the big-league roster last year, singled three times in three 
at-bats, including the one-out hit to score La Stella. 
 
Crowd source 
 
The 15,516 crowd at Sloan Park was second in Cactus League history only to the 15,523 the Cubs and 
Royals drew at Sloan two springs ago on March 20. 
 
On deck: Cubs at Diamondbacks, Scottsdale, Ariz., Jon Lester vs. Taijuan Walker, 2:10 p.m. Sunday, 670-
AM radio. 
 
-- 
 
 


