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San Francisco Chronicle 

Willie Mays lobbies for Barry Bonds to enter Hall of Fame 

John Shea 

 

The itinerary for the Barry Bonds number retirement ceremony Saturday didn’t include a 

speech from the great Willie Mays. But as co-emcee Duane Kuiper said, “When Mr. Mays wants 

to speak, he gets to speak.” 

So he did. 

The 87-year-old Mays was handed the microphone, walked to the podium and, between stories 

of his relationship with the homers king — some emotional, some hilarious — lobbied for a 

Bonds statue and Hall of Fame enshrinement. 

“I wish (the Giants) would give him a statue across the little bridge over there,” said Mays, 

referring to the Lefty O’Doul Bridge, nearby all the home runs Bonds hit into McCovey Cove. 

“Let him have it. Let him have the honor. Because I might not be here forever. I might be gone. I 

want him to have his kids say, ‘That’s my daddy over there.’” 

Mays also made a plea to the Baseball Writers’ Association of America, which votes for the Hall 

of Fame and has denied Bonds a Cooperstown enshrinement because of his connection with 

performance-enhancing drugs. Bonds has four more years on the ballot and last year received 

56.4 percent of the vote. Seventy-five percent is required to be inducted. 
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“Give somebody the honor who deserves to be in the Hall of Fame,” Mays said. “On behalf of 

all of the people in San Francisco and all over the country, vote this guy in. He is very, very 

important to me.” 

Bonds appreciated his godfather’s sentiments, calling them “wonderful.” 

As for the Hall of Fame, Bonds said, “Sure, it would mean a lot to anybody. Each year, Willie’s 

getting older. And each year, I’m missing my father (Bobby, a former Giants outfielder who 

wore 25 before his son did) even more. I can bring up an ‘each year’ with a whole lot of stuff. 

I’ve got a lot better things to do.” 

Bonds’ retired No. 25 was unveiled alongside all the other retired numbers past the left-field 

foul pole. It’s positioned between Mays’ 24 and Juan Marichal’s 27. 

“That 25 is my father and me,” Bonds said. “I look up there and see my dad being 25. I just have 

to remember it’s me.” 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants fall to Pirates, upstaged by pregame ceremony 

John Shea 

 

It was a reminder of yesteryear, before the championship era, when the Giants weren’t always 

a playoff team but always threw a heck of a party. 

Reunions, ceremonies and celebrations were the norm, but winning always wasn’t. Then-

managing general partner Peter Magowan had a fondness for acknowledging franchise history, 

dating to New York, and sometimes the sideshows were more significant than the games 

themselves. 

The Giants are fading fast these days, losing four out of five on the homestand and six of eight 

overall, including Saturday’s 4-0 yawner to the Pirates, and the presence of Barry Bonds, five 

Hall of Famers and a host of former managers and players provided a nice diversion to a season 

heading south. 

“Baseball is such a game of momentum,” Giants catcher Buster Posey said. “Unfortunately, it’s 

gone the wrong way the last week or so. You hope the game last night (a 13-10 win) would help 

turn the tide, and it still can. It doesn’t mean because today went the way it did that it won’t. 

Hopefully we’ll get going in the right direction.” 
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Friday’s game was a load on the bullpen as the Pirates scored seven runs in the final three 

innings, and the hope was to go easy on the relievers Saturday. Thanks to newcomer Casey 

Kelly, the pen got a breather. 

Starter Ty Blach went just four innings, giving up four runs, three on Josh Bell’s home run, and 

Kelly impressively finished up. He pitched five scoreless innings, surrendered two hits and 

walked nobody, and suddenly he’s an option to fill the fifth starter’s spot the next time the 

Giants need one, Friday in Cincinnati. 

“We’ll talk about it,” manager Bruce Bochy said. “What a great job he did.” 

Blach, who got mostly soft contact, except for the fourth-inning homer, said he wasn’t affected 

by the pregame hullabaloo featuring the retirement of Bonds’ number. Scheduled to start at 

6:20 p.m., the game was delayed 16 minutes. Blach’s first pitch was at 6:36 p.m. 

It certainly didn’t affect Pittsburgh’s Trevor Williams, who threw seven scoreless innings after 

warming up in the bullpen up the right-field line just as Bonds was introduced and emerged 

through a center-field door. 

“I felt like such a jerk out there,” Williams said. “It was weird timing. I felt like all the eyeballs 

were burning a hole through me.” 

Posey said the game had a playoff feel because so many fans showed up early for the 

ceremony, as they would in the postseason. 

“We’ve been part of enough pregame stuff here that we know it’s not usually on time,” Posey 

said. “You kind of bank on adding 10 minutes to whatever you’re told.” 

In their latest uninspiring offensive display, the Giants collected six hits, two each by Posey and 

Evan Longoria, and had one at-bat with a runner in scoring position. In three of the four losses 

on the homestand, the Giants scored one or no runs. 

It was Pittsburgh’s 13th shutout of the season, and Williams started seven of them. His ERA 

over his past five starts is 0.62. 

“It’s a confidence thing,” Williams said. “Every time you go out there, you have to trick yourself 

into thinking you’re the best pitcher on the planet that day. I was on the field with the best 

hitter on the planet, and I was thankful he wasn’t in the lineup tonight.” 
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San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants’ Dereck Rodriguez chasing Nats’ juan Soto for NL rookie award 

John Shea 

 

Melvin Thomas Ott, a Hall of Famer and one of the greatest all-time Giants, is back in the news 

60 years after his death. 

Not just because his retired number is among those Barry Bonds joined Saturday, but because 

of his connection with the National League Rookie of the Year race. 

Not that it’s much of a race. 

Giants starter Dereck Rodriguez is in the conversation because of his fabulous and unexpected 

first season. His 2.34 ERA is third lowest in the league among pitchers with at least 70 innings, 

trailing All-Stars Jacob deGrom (1.77) and Max Scherzer (2.28). 

Also making nice first impressions are outfielders Brian Anderson (Marlins) and Ronald 

Acuña (Braves) and pitchers Jack Flaherty (Cardinals) and Walker Buehler (Dodgers). 

But 19-year-old Juan Soto is the clear favorite as we speak, a .303 hitter with 14 homers and 41 

RBIs. He has nearly as many walks (51) as strikeouts (56), which is almost unheard of these 

days, especially considering his age. 

The Nationals’ left fielder has a .421 on-base percentage, and his .963 OPS is among the top 

three in the league for hitters with at least 300 plate appearances. 

The Dominican-born Soto has the highest OBP and slugging percentage of any teenager in 

history, better than even the great Mel Ott, whose age 19 season in 1928 was historic with a 

slash line of .322/.397/.524. 

Ott went on to hit 511 home runs, all with the New York Giants, the league leader until Willie 

Mays came along. 

Soto, who didn’t debut until May 15, was in rookie ball last year and made it to the bigs after 

just eight games above A-ball, none in Triple-A. He was called up because of a slew of injuries, 

and now he’s outdoing teammate Bryce Harper’s age 19 season, also historic. 

Harper hit 22 homers that year, and only Tony Conigliaro hit more in a teenage season (24). 

The list is impressive. Ott is third (18), followed by Ken Griffey Jr. (16), Soto (14) and Mickey 

Mantle (13). 
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Soto has plenty of time to challenge the leaders while blending a power swing with a keen eye. 

He has evolved into such a mature and dangerous hitter that six of his walks were intentional, 

and he already broke Ott’s 80-year-old record for most multiple-walk games by a teenager. 

(Never mind that Braves announcer Joe Simpson questioned whether Soto is 19, a ridiculous 

statement with the tightened immigration rules in the wake of 9/11. It’s the same Simpson 

who, with partner Chip Caray, criticized the Dodgers for wearing shorts and T-shirts during 

batting practice.) 

Statistically, Anderson (.282/.361/.412) and Acuña (.270/.326/.512) don’t match up with Soto. 

The Reds’ Jesse Winker (.299/.405/.431) is out for the season with a shoulder injury. 

On the pitching side, Flaherty has an impressive 3.27 ERA and 1.10 WHIP in 18 starts, and 

Buehler is at 3.32 and 1.063 in 15 games (14 starts). Both have more strikeouts than innings. 

Rodriguez doesn’t, but his ERA and WHIP (1.055) are better, and a case can be made he’s the 

top rookie pitcher. 

Until further notice, Soto is the top rookie overall and a heck of a story. 

Around the majors 

•Andrew McCutchen waited his entire career in Pittsburgh for the Pirates to make significant 

rotation upgrades at the trade deadline. His first year out of Pittsburgh, it finally happened with 

the acquisition of right-hander Chris Archer. “When you saw that, it was, like, dang, really?” 

McCutchen said. “Good for them that they’re making that push and not looking back. Maybe 

this year’s a little different considering the past. There may have been opportunities where one 

move may have been made and they didn’t make the move or whatever. They probably learned 

from it and said, ‘All right, this time, we don’t want to look back and say we didn’t go for it with 

everything we had.’” Archer was No. 22 with Tampa Bay, but that was McCutchen’s number. 

Out of respect for the 2013 MVP, Archer chose 24. “It’s something I don’t take lightly,” 

McCutchen said. Wearing 24 wasn’t an issue for Archer even though it was Bonds’ number in 

Pittsburgh. 

•Here’s what Dodgers manager Dave Roberts, whose team split a four-game season series with 

the A’s, likes about the hottest team in baseball: the power, the bullpen and “their joy of 

playing the game.” In addition, “I like (Matt) Chapman a lot. I just like him in the batter’s box. I 

love the defense and seeing him from the outside, the way he’s taken sort of a leadership role 

with this team. It’s a fun team to watch.” Chapman faced three-time Cy Young Award 

winner Clayton Kershaw for the first time Tuesday and lined his third-pitch curveball into left 

field for a base hit. 
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•Folks in New England are campaigning for Alex Cora to win the AL Manager of the Year Award, 

but Cora isn’t playoff-bound after three straight last-place finishes, as is Oakland’s Bob Melvin. 

The Red Sox won their division last year. Melvin is managing a low-payroll team without a 

dominant rotation (like Boston) and makes constant bullpen decisions every night. For now, it 

appears an easy call. 

•Seattle’s Robinson Cano, who comes off his 80-game PED suspension and suits up at the 

Coliseum on Tuesday, no longer is exclusively a second baseman. That’s Dee Gordon’s job. 

Cano has worked out at first, second and third and could play all positions as well as designated 

hitter. Just like any other $240 million utility man. 

•How can you not like Oliver Drake? The reliever has appeared for five big-league teams this 

season, and he has another month and a half to make it six and surpass Harry Wheeler (five 

teams, 1884) to have sole possession of the record. Drake’s laundry list: Started with the 

Brewers, traded to the Indians, claimed off waivers by the Angels, selected off waivers by the 

Blue Jays and selected off waivers by the Twins. Quite a honeymoon season for the 31-year-old 

who got married in November and gives new meaning to long reliever. 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Mays campaigns for Bonds’ Hall of Fame induction ’Vote this guy in’ 

Daniel Brown 

 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — The plan was for Willie Mays to simply sit on the field with other Giants 

luminaries during Barry Bonds’ jersey retirement ceremony. And even after Mays requested to 

say a few words, they brought him a hand-held microphone so he could stay put. 

But the Say Hey Kid, even at 87, still has range. He insisted on marching to the podium. “When I 

say something,” Mays told the crowd in that still boyish high-pitched voice, “I want everybody 

to hear it.” 

By the time he was done, it was clear Mays wanted his message to be heard all the way to 

Cooperstown. 

“On behalf of all the people in San Francisco, and all over the country, vote this guy in,” he said, 

openly campaigning for Bonds’ induction into the Baseball Hall of Fame. 

Former San Francisco Giants player Barry Bonds claps during his uniform number retirement 
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ceremony before their game against the Pittsburgh Pirates at AT&T Park in San Francisco, Calif., 

on Saturday, Aug. 11, 2018. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group)  

Mays kept talking, but the rest of his sentence was drowned out by a roar of approval by 41,209 

early arriving fans at AT&T Park. 

The cheer, and the many that followed, made it clear Saturday night that this ballpark remains 

Bonds’ haven, his Eden of unconditional love. It’s a place where he remains so immune to the 

steroid controversy that the Hall of Fame vote might have been unanimous during the lavish, 

star-studded, rubber-chicken waving 75-minute ceremony that delayed the start of the Giants’ 

game against the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

Heck, on this night, Bonds even hugged a Dodger. Eric Gagne, a former gasoline-throwing 

reliever who served up one of Bonds’ record 762 home runs, made a surprise appearance by 

coming on the field to salute a hitter he called “the best ever to play the game.” 

The this-is-your-life kind of evening prompted tears from Bonds, who choked up several times 

while talking about the reason he wore No. 25 in the first place. Bonds chose that number 

shortly after signing with the Giants in 1993 because his father, Bobby Bonds, donned No. 25 

for San Francisco from 1968-74, often while playing right field next to Mays. 

Periodically looking skyward, Bonds sometimes chose to speak to Bobby directly. “Dad,” he 

said, fighting his emotions, “a big part of my day is missing without you.” 

Bobby Bonds was hard on Barry while growing up in Riverside and, later, San Carlos. If Barry hit 

two home runs in a Little League game, Bobby would sniff, “Good. Hit two more tomorrow.” 

Bonds went silent for several moments while struggling to recount a deathbed conversation 

with Bobby, who died at age 57 in 2003. 

“Daddy, why were you so hard on me,” the son asked. 

“Because I loved you so much,” the father replied. “And I’m so proud of you. I knew as long as 

you were going to chase getting my approval, nothing was going to stop you from being the 

best you could be.” 

Now, No. 25 will never be worn again. Bonds becomes the 11th Giants player to be so honored, 

joining Bill Terry (3), Mel Ott (4), Carl Hubbell (11), Monte Irvin (20), Mays (24), Juan Marichal 

(27), Orlando Cepeda (30), Gaylord Perry (36) and Willie McCovey (44). The Giants, like all other 
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major league teams, also retired Jackie Robinson (42). 

Former San Francisco Giants player Willie Mays acknowledges the crowd during his godson’s 

Barry Bonds uniform number retirement ceremony before their game against the Pittsburgh 

Pirates at AT&T Park in San Francisco, Calif., on Saturday, Aug. 11, 2018. (Jose Carlos 

Fajardo/Bay Area News Group)  

His tribute on Saturday included a video montage that recalled a bygone era in San Francisco, 

back when Bonds’ home run exploits riveted fans from 1993-2007. Out in McCovey Cove, 35 

floating buoys signified the landing of each of Bonds’ so-called “Splash Hits.” (The rest of the 

Giants combined have 43 since the park opened in 2000.) 

Mike Krukow, who teamed with broadcast partner Duane Kuiper as the master of ceremonies, 

recalled how those at-bats connected fans from the ballpark to sports bars to living room 

recliners everywhere. 

“All of a sudden, Bonds is up and we’d stop,” Krukow said. “The room would get quiet and the 

volume would get turned up. We would boo collectively at the manager who walked him. 

“But in that magical moment, that he did 586 times in a Giants uniform, with that beautiful 

swing that was built for average and for power, he would hit it out of the ballpark. He had the 

greatest trot. And we would leave our seats and high-five and hug strangers. He united us all 

together. Us, the most diverse city on the planet.” 

Bonds went on to win seven MVP awards. Nobody else has more than three. He was a 14-time 

All-Star as well as a 12-time Silver Slugger and eight-time Gold Glove winner. 

Bonds set a single-season season record with 73 longballs in 2001. He surpassed Hank Aaron’s 

career total of 755 on Aug. 4, 2007. 

In those heady days, Bonds was booed on the road and often pilloried by the press, especially 

as speculation swirled about his use of performance-enhancing drugs. He has never come close 

to the Hall of Fame in his six years on the ballot, topping out at 56.4 percent last year. (It takes 

75 percent to get inducted.) 

Fans hold up the number 25 as former San Francisco Giants player Barry Bonds is introduced 

during his uniform number retirement ceremony before their game against the Pittsburgh 

Pirates at AT&T Park in San Francisco, Calif., on Saturday, Aug. 11, 2018. (Jose Carlos 
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Fajardo/Bay Area News Group)  

Aside from Mays, the only other guest speaker to evoke Cooperstown on Saturday was former 

pitcher Kirk Rueter. “Woody,” as the fan-favorite was known, spent 10 seasons as Bonds’ 

teammate and also attended his “Wall of Fame” tribute a year ago. 

“The next time I see him … I want the letters ‘HOF’ to be included,” Rueter said. 

Bonds laughed and clapped along enthusiastically. 

The ceremony had its light moments, too. They played several taped congratulatory messages 

from sports stars on the video board, but boos drowned out tribute from New England Patriots 

quarterback Tom Brady. (Like Bonds, Brady attended Serra High School in San Mateo). 

The taped messages from Bay Area icons like Joe Montana, Ronnie Lott, Stephen Curry and 

Steve Kerr drew a more enthusiastic reaction. “There was nothing more exciting than when you 

came to the plate,” Montana said. 

Bonds spoke for 16 minutes and 45 seconds, mostly in a measured tone designed to keep his 

emotions in check. But he finished strong. 

“Thank you San Francisco,” he said. “Thank you for making all of my dreams come true.” 

 
 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Giants celebrate Bonds’ offensive heroics before bats go silent against Pirates 

Kerry Crowley 

 

SAN FRANCISCO–With a No. 25 plaque hanging in between Willie Mays’ No. 24 and Juan 

Marichal’s No. 27 down the left field line at AT&T Park, Barry Bonds jogged out to left field in a 

cream jersey one last time. 

Bonds, 54, is still in excellent physical condition and looked like he could strike fear in an 

opposing pitcher if he wanted to, perhaps more than the Giants’ lineup has of late. 

Aside from a 13-run outburst Friday, the offense has gone ice cold this week and was once 

again a source of frustration as the Giants failed to scratch across a run for their soldout crowd 
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in a 4-0 loss to the Pirates. 

“You could feel the crowd and the energy, we just couldn’t get it going offensively,” manager 

Bruce Bochy said. 

Despite having another opportunity to gain ground in their division following losses by the 

Dodgers and Diamondbacks, the Giants squandered the chance and remain 6.0 games back in 

the National League West. 

Though Saturday’s spotlight belonged to Bonds, whose No. 25 became the 10th different jersey 

number to be taken out of circulation by the Giants, the rest of the evening went off script. 

Before suffering their sixth loss in eight games, the Giants held a ceremony that lasted nearly 90 

minutes for fans who were reminded there may never be another player like the all-time home 

run leader. The two-hour, 18-minute game following the ceremony forced fans to remember 

the Giants are still searching for a permanent solution to the void Bonds left. 

While San Francisco experienced its greatest heights as a franchise in the post-Bonds era, the 

team did so without ever finding a long-term replacement in left field. Since the beginning of 

the 2007 season, the Giants have started 12 different Opening Day left fielders in 12 years. 

Two different players, Alen Hanson and Gorkys Hernández, manned the position during 

Saturday’s game, but this year’s Opening Day starter in left, Hunter Pence, has been relegated 

to pinch hit duties. 

Though Saturday was circled on the calendar to celebrate the 15 seasons Bonds spent 

launching balls beyond outfield fences as a Giant, the current iteration of the offense never got 

off the ground against Pirates starter Trevor Williams. 

“Baseball is such a game of momentum and unfortunately it’s been going the wrong way the 

last week or so,” catcher Buster Posey said. “You hope a game like last night would kind of turn 

the tide and it still can.” 

Like Bonds, Williams is a product of Arizona State and he tweeted this week that he feared 

Bonds would come out of retirement for the day to hit against Pittsburgh. Though Bonds ran 

out to left field before the game, he never stepped in the batter’s box and Williams cruised 

through seven shutout innings. 
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The Giants’ pitching staff didn’t stack up, as spot starter Ty Blach tossed two scoreless innings 

before running into trouble. Blach allowed a run in the third and then surrendered a three-run 

homer to first baseman Josh Bell in the top of the fourth. 

“I felt like I had really good stuff, the one pitch was just enough over the plate to where he 

could leverage it,” Blach said. “I didn’t think it was that bad, but he was able to make a pretty 

good swing on it.” 

Blach lasted four innings Saturday and was relieved by Casey Kelly, a former first round draft 

pick of the Red Sox who made his debut with the Giants Saturday. Kelly was promoted from 

Triple-A Sacramento Friday after reliever Derek Law was optioned and threw five scoreless 

innings out of the bullpen in his first big league action since 2016. 

“He mixed four pitches, commanded the fastball really well and has got a good curveball,” 

Posey said. “The changeup had some movement, he mixed in the slider and it was impressive.” 

Bonds acknowledges rough ending 

Bonds grinned from ear to ear during Saturday’s pregame ceremony, laughing at stories from 

former teammates and managers before choking up when reflecting on the role his late father 

Bobby played in his development. 

Once the game started, Bonds met with reporters and was given an opportunity to reflect on 

the closure a jersey retirement ceremony brought to him after the Giants told him they 

wouldn’t bring him back for the 2008 season. 

“I don’t deny it, I wish I had one more year,” Bonds said. “The way it happened was not right, 

but it’s okay. I’m okay with that. And I left everything I had on the field, so I’m definitely okay 

with that.” 

Bonds said he takes a greater satisfaction out of walking into AT&T Park and knowing his on-

field performance helped the stadium get built than he does out of seeing his retired number 

alongside those of other Giants legends. 

“I built this park, that’s all,” Bonds said. “When I walk in this ballpark, I know whose house this 

is. It’s our house as a unified city, but I know who did that.” 
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MLB.com 

Giants honor Bonds by retiring No. 25 

Chris Haft 

 

SAN FRANCISCO -- Barry Bonds received a new home decoration on Saturday: His number 25. 

The Giants retired the all-time home run leader's jersey number in a ceremony preceding the 

Giants-Pirates game at AT&T Park. Many people believe that the bayside ballyard never would 

have been built without the influence of Bonds, whose arrival as a free agent before the 1993 

season revitalized the franchise and led to its escape from dilapidated, chilly Candlestick Park. 

View Full Game Coverage 

"I built this ballpark," Bonds said in an impromtu exchange with reporters. "When I walk in this 

ballpark, I know whose house it is." 

And while the majority of fans associate No. 25 with Bonds, the seven-time National League 

Most Valuable Player, the man himself might always consider it as his father's proud property, 

since that's the number Bobby Bonds wore as a Giant from 1968-74. 

"When I look up there," Bonds said, referring to the left-field upper-deck facade where the 

numbers are displayed, "it still seems like Bonds -- my dad -- and Willie [Mays, No. 24]. It's going 

to take me a minute to think of Barry and Willie with my father." 

During the festivities, Mays again assumed the dominant role that he grew familiar with as a 

player to endorse his godson for the Hall of Fame. 

At 87, Mays rarely undertakes public speaking. But he insisted on leaving the comfort of his seat 

-- "I'm going to go to the podium because when I say something, I want everybody to hear," 

Mays said -- to stump for Bonds' election to Cooperstown. 

"On behalf of all the people in San Francisco and all over the country, vote this guy in," Mays 

said. Bonds' vote total has grown each year since his second appearance on the ballot, but with 

four chances remaining to gain election from the Baseball Writers' Association of America, 

Bonds still needs a significant increase in support to reach Cooperstown. He garnered 56.4 

percent of the vote on the most recent ballot, well short of the 75 percent necessary for 

induction. 

With the retirement of his number, reaching the Hall of Fame is indeed the only baseball 

achievement that has eluded Bonds, 54, who possesses countless records. 

"The love of the game is what drove me every day," Bonds said. 
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During his speech to a mostly full house at AT&T Park, Bonds attributed his drive to excel to his 

father, Bobby, himself a wondrously talented Major League outfielder from 1968-81. 

Bonds noted that his father rarely praised him unconditionally. In one of the ceremony's more 

poignant moments, Bonds related that he asked his father before he died in 2003 at age 57, 

"Why, Daddy? Why were you so hard on me?" The answer came in the form of the tireless 

work ethic that the younger Bonds developed. 

Bonds became the 10th Giant to have his number retired, excluding manager John McGraw and 

right-hander Christy Mathewson, whose careers largely preceded the advent of numbered 

jerseys. All five of the Giants' Hall of Famers from the franchise's San Francisco era -- Mays, 

Willie McCovey, Orlando Cepeda, Juan Marichal and Gaylord Perry -- attended the festivities. So 

did a handful of former teammates, including Will Clark, Royce Clayton, Eric Davis, Ray Durham, 

Fred Lewis, Robb Nen and Kirk Rueter. Former outfielder Bobby Bonilla, Bonds' chum in 

Pittsburgh, and Jim Leyland, who managed Bonds there, also were present. 

Video tributes poured in from numerous athletes and celebrities, including Tom Brady, Ronnie 

Lott, Joe Montana, Stephen Curry, Steve Kerr, rapper E-40, Kevin Mitchell, Candy Maldonado, 

Barry Zito, Mark Mulder, Jason Schmidt and actor Danny Glover, who also narrated a brief 

video early in the program. 

As the Giants took the field to open the game, Bonds jogged to left field, where "25" was 

mowed into the grass, and threw a ceremonial first relay to San Francisco left fielder Alen 

Hanson. Bonds occupied that position for 15 years with the Giants after manning it for seven 

years with Pittsburgh. 

 

 

MLB.com 

Blach bested as Giants shut out by Pirates 

Martin Oppegaard 

 

SAN FRANCISCO -- Ty Blach struck out three of the first four Pirates batters and faced the 

minimum through two innings. Saturday night's game was shaping up to be a reason for the 

Giants to continue celebrating after Barry Bonds' number retirement ceremony was conducted 

prior to first pitch at AT&T Park. 

Then, a leadoff walk, and suddenly it was the team Bonds began his career with in the visitors' 

dugout celebrating, en route to topping San Francisco, 4-0. 

View Full Game Coverage 

Blach issued a free pass to Josh Harrison to begin the third inning; Harrison would come around 
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score the first run of the game on a sacrifice fly. The Pirates didn't hit the left-hander 

particularly hard in the first three frames, but Josh Bell followed a pair of fourth-inning infield 

singles with his eighth home run of the season to put Pittsburgh up, 4-0. It was enough to chase 

Blach after four innings, five strikeouts and 67 pitches. 

"I felt like I had really good stuff," Blach said. "The one pitch, just enough over the plate where 

[Bell] could leverage it. I didn't think it was that bad, but he was able to make a pretty good 

swing on it. A little bad luck and one pitch basically." 

Buster Posey echoed the starter's sentiments. 

"I think Ty was pretty unlucky tonight," Posey said. "Really, the only hard hit ball he gave up was 

the homer and unfortunately, that's just the way it goes sometimes." 

One day removed from a 13-run outburst, the Giants offense could not solve Trevor Williams. 

The right-hander mystified in seven scoreless innings and didn't allow a runner beyond second 

base, though Posey and Evan Longoria each collected two of their team's six hits. 

Williams was succeeded by a pair of dominant relievers, Keone Kela and Felipe Vazquez. They 

made quick work of the Giants, throwing a total of 20 pitches across the final two innings. 

"We had some singles but we just couldn't generate the offense," manager Bruce Bochy said. 

"You could feel the crowd, the energy, we just couldn't get it going offensively." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

The Giants used four relievers in each of the first two installments of this four-game series. 

Right-hander Casey Kelly was recalled from Triple-A Sacramento on Friday, and pitched five 

indispensable scoreless innings of relief in his first appearance of the season. 

In fact, Kelly pitched well enough to earn consideration for the fifth spot in the Giants' rotation. 

Bochy acknowledged it will be discussed. 

Said Bochy: "You'd think he was a veteran with how he carried himself. That's the positive in 

this game, how well he threw. He saved the bullpen with five solid innings." 

"I thought he was really good," Posey added. "He mixed four pitches and commanded the 

fastball really well. He's got a good curveball, changeup with some movement and mixed in the 

slider. It was impressive." 

SOUND SMART 
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According to Statcast™, Corey Dickerson's sacrifice fly (100.1 mph) was the only ball hit harder 

than 100 mph off Blach. The two infield singles that preceded Bell's home run (99.1 mph) had 

hit probabilities of 12 percent and 11 percent, respectively. 

HE SAID IT 

"I'm lucky I don't have to make that decision. Obviously, Barry's numbers are the greatest of all 

time. I appreciated watching him as a kid and marveled at the things he did on the field. I think 

it's one of those talents that only comes along every so often." -- Posey, when asked if he thinks 

Bonds should be in the Hall of Fame 

UP NEXT 

The Giants will turn to Dereck Rodriguez (5-1, 2.34 ERA) as they look to salvage a series split on 

Sunday at 1:05 p.m. PT at AT&T Park. The emerging Rookie of the Year candidate has made four 

consecutive quality starts, and is coming off a tough no-decision against Houston in which he 

allowed just three hits across seven scoreless innings. The Pirates will counter with fellow right-

hander Joe Musgrove (4-6, 3.41 ERA). 

 

 

 

NBCsportsbayarea.com 

Casey Kelly impresses Giants, could reunite with father in Cincinnati 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — Casey Kelly’s father, Pat, is the interim bench coach for the Cincinnati Reds. 

When he was called up by the Giants on Friday, Casey didn’t want to think much about the 

possibility of being reunited next week. He didn’t want to get too far ahead of himself, but it 

now seems likely that Kelly will be in Cincinnati next weekend. He actually might start a game. 

On an otherwise lifeless night for the Giants, Kelly pitched five sharp innings out of the bullpen. 

He allowed just two singles, but it was too little, too late in a 4-0 loss to the Pirates. Manager 

Bruce Bochy said the staff would discuss what to do with the No. 5 spot in the rotation. 

“What a great job he did,” Bochy said of Kelly. “He really pitched well and he’s been throwing 

the ball well, and that’s why he’s here. He’s a strike-thrower with all his pitches. He’s a four-

pitch guy that pounds the strike zone with quality strikes, too. He had a good tempo out there. 

He got the ball and went.” 

The Giants don’t technically need a fifth starter right away. They are off Thursday after playing 

three with the Dodgers, but Bochy always prefers to use those built-in days to give his regular 

starters a break. That seems more important than usual with two rookies — Dereck Rodriguez 

and Andrew Suarez — in the rotation. You would think they know all they need to know about 
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Ty Blach at this point. Chris Stratton might be in the same boat, although when he was 

optioned back to Triple-A, there was hope that he could make some mechanical adjustments.  

Kelly, 28, took over for Blach in the fifth and showed a lot of the traits you would expect from a 

veteran who has lost a touch of his best stuff. He worked quickly and pounded the bottom of 

the strike zone, getting eight outs on the ground and striking out three more. Kelly threw just 

58 pitches in his five innings, 42 of which were strikes.  

“He was really good,” catcher Buster Posey said. “He mixed four pitches well. It was 

impressive.” 

Kelly had a 4.78 ERA in 23 starts for Triple-A Sacramento, but showed a tendency to mix in 

plenty of gems. He had six starts of seven innings or more, and all six times he gave up fewer 

than two runs. The ERA was wrecked by a few rough starts in a league full of unforgiving 

ballparks. 

Perhaps the Giants can catch lightning in a bottle for a few starts. 

 

 

 

NBCsportsbayarea.com 

Giants get shut out by Pirates after retiring Barry Bonds’ jersey 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — A day before facing the Giants, Pirates right-hander Trevor Williams posted 

a funny message on Twitter. 

“I’m really excited to watch Barry Bonds get his number retired by the Giants on Saturday,” 

Williams wrote. “I’m also slightly terrified that he will sign a one-day contract and be in the 

lineup.” 

Williams had nothing to worry about. Bonds spent the night in a suit and tie, making the rounds 

on his big night. The guys on the field did absolutely nothing against Williams, who dominated 

in seven innings of a 4-0 win. The Giants scattered six hits and went down quietly inning after 

inning. 

Here's what else you need to know ...  

— Ty Blach’s return to the rotation wasn’t great. Blach was sharp early, but gave up a three-run 

homer to Josh Bell in the fourth to fall behind 4-0. That was his final inning.  

— Casey Kelly took over for Blach and pitched well in his Giants debut. The former top prospect 

allowed just two singles over five shutout innings. There’s a very real possibility that he’s the 

fifth starter now.  
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— The Giants failed to take advantage of a rough night for the top of the NL West. The 

Diamondbacks lost to the Reds and the Dodgers got walked off at Coors Field. The Giants 

remain six games out.  

— Francisco Cervelli left the game after taking a foul tip off the mask early on. Both Giants 

catcher have been watched for concussion symptoms in the past week. Catching is a rough job, 

man. 

 

 

 

The Athletic 

‘I know who built that park’: A decade after Barry Bonds, the Giants are still struggling to 

replace him 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

SAN FRANCISCO – Barry Bonds might have had the keenest eyes and most powerful vision of 

any major league hitter since Ted Williams. 

So the reading glasses were a different look for him during his number retirement ceremony 

Saturday night. He pulled them from a coat pocket and slipped them over the bridge of his 54-

year-old nose as he unfolded his speech, then delivered nearly 17 minutes of remarks that were 

deliberately paced, interrupted by a choke or two of emotion and (dare we say?) spoken with a 

modesty that seldom governed his senses during his dazzling yet divisive career. 

During the fourth inning, however, Bonds – who scheduled no media availability for the day – 

exited the KNBR broadcast booth and encountered a dozen reporters who had decamped in the 

hallway while awaiting his presence. Maybe it was the sight of so many familiar foes in that 

rogue’s gallery, or maybe he was wiped out after a long day as the center of adulation. Maybe 

he could check himself for only so long. 

But when asked how his on-field contributions might have helped generate the momentum to 

build the waterfront ballpark at 24 Willie Mays Plaza, Bonds allowed some of that old arrogance 

to spill out. 

“The park thing means more to me than the number thing, because I built this park,” he said. 

“That’s all. When I walk in this ballpark, I know whose house this is. It’s our house as a unified 

city, but I know who did that. Willie (Mays) never played here. (Willie) McCovey didn’t play 

here. None of them played here. I played here. 

“So I know who built that park. So when I walk in that park, yeah, I might have my chest out, my 

head’s a little big or whatever. Yeah, I did that.” 

Even if you don’t consider Pac Bell/AT&T Park the house that Bonds built, there is no disputing 

that he bent the place to his will. He owned its dimensions. This was his oasis of love, and with 

every baseball he lofted over the arcade, he shrank the place into his personal bandbox. 
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Take a guess at how many times a Giant has hit more than 15 homers in a season in this 

ballpark since it opened for business 19 years ago. The answer is six. The names are Bonds (25 

in 2000), Bonds (37 in 2001), Bonds (19 in 2002), Bonds (23 in 2003), Bonds (26 in 2004) and 

Bonds (16 in 2007). 

(In fairness to Rich Aurilia, but only because he’s a swell guy, he hit 15 here in 2001.) 

Even amid the warped, steroid-fueled numbers of that era, the 37 home runs that Bonds hit at 

Pac Bell Park in 2001 – one more than he hit on the road that year — stand as a ridiculous feat, 

and the years of context that followed make it seem all the more superhuman. The Giants hit a 

total of 49 home runs here last season. They are at 51 this year. Giants shortstop Brandon 

Crawford has played in more than 1,000 career games, and owns a Silver Slugger. He has hit 31 

career homers at AT&T Park. 

Comparing today’s numbers to 2001, of course, is apples to syringes. But the Giants haven’t 

even had a player hit double-digit home runs at AT&T Park in five years. Buster Posey was the 

last (11 in 2014). And unless Brandon Belt, who started a rehab assignment with Triple-A 

Sacramento on Saturday, comes back to hit two more over the final 22 home games, that 

drought will continue. 

“It’s hard to even believe he did what he did, really,” Crawford said of Bonds. “After hitting here 

for seven years, or however long I’ve been here, it’s really hard to imagine. I mean, I personally 

feel it’s the hardest place to hit in baseball as a left-handed hitter. So the numbers he put up 

here were pretty unbelievable.” 

Bonds’ numbers were a gift to those who managed him in the big leagues, and three of those 

four men were on the field for the ceremony. (Felipe Alou, who also had to miss Vladimir 

Guerrero’s induction into Cooperstown last month, was home in Florida recovering from knee 

surgery.) Jim Leyland lauded Bonds as the greatest player he ever had the privilege to manage. 

Dusty Baker busted up the ballpark when he said that Bonds’ mother, Pat, was once the hottest 

catch in Riverside, and then he got in the only dig on Bonds in an otherwise sanitized ceremony, 

teasing him for sleeping in the clubhouse. 

Bruce Bochy did not speak during the ceremony. He only managed Bonds for the final season, 

in 2007. So much more of Bochy’s association with Bonds was formed while watching him 

pummel his pitchers. Bonds hit more home runs against the San Diego Padres than any other 

team, in part because the intentional walk was not a reflexive act according to Bochy’s 

conception of the game. 

“My philosophy is it’s about competition,” Bochy said. “Fans come to see it. They don’t want to 

see him walk. There’s times you pitch to him because that’s what you do. You compete. And I 

liked to send a message to my guy, `I think you can get him out.’ Sometimes we did. 

“I will say, though, he won most of those.” 

So often when asking about the most dominant players of their time, you receive the best 

insight from the folks who opposed them. Bochy, reminiscing about Bonds, perfectly sketched 

what he did for those Giants lineups that he anchored. 
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“I mean, it just seemed like he came up every inning, you know?” Bochy said. “Here he was 

again. When you’re in the other dugout, he’s the guy obviously you always talked about, `You 

can’t let him beat you.’ And he beat us a lot. The more careful you would tell our pitchers to be, 

the more mistakes we would make to him. And I think there’s something to that. You look at a 

lot of good hitters, they seem to get good pitches, and I think pitchers either try to make the 

breaking ball break too much or try throwing their fastballs too hard or they tighten up a little 

bit. But something happens to where these really good hitters get good pitches. Now, part of 

that is their patience to wait on that pitch, too. The count seems like it’s always in their favor. 

“It is amazing these guys you say to be careful with, somehow find a way to get good pitches.” 

Perhaps you might be thinking this already … 

When is the last time the Giants had an offensive force of that magnitude? When is the last 

time a player in the heart of their lineup inspired game-changing fear? When is the last time, 

without a pitcher on deck, do you remember an opposing starter or reliever tiptoeing around 

one of their hitters? 

The Giants, of course, proved three times in the post-Bonds era that they could win a World 

Series without a 30-homer player on their roster. There is more than one way to line a parade 

route. But those teams also had the pitching to shut down anyone. And their lineups were 

intrepid, even if they didn’t inspire trepidation. 

None of that is likely to be the case in the near future. So … 

Is the time right for the Giants to capture that presence again? Is it time for them to build 

around one megastar? Did ownership mandate dipping under the luxury tax line this season for 

the express purpose to set themselves up to take a run at Bryce Harper this winter? 

Perhaps the Giants didn’t break their Bonds addiction after all. Perhaps they only deferred it for 

a time. 

Don’t forget, the Giants already resolved to take this path again last December. They were set 

to acquire the most feared home run hitter in the major leagues, and worked out an acceptable 

package to bring Giancarlo Stanton (and his 10-year guaranteed contract) from the Miami 

Marlins. But Stanton looked at a 98-loss team and a dusty farm system and declined to buy the 

Giants’ sales pitch. He flexed his no-trade clause and steered himself to the Yankees instead. 

So the Giants went about it in an incremental way. They couldn’t get a 40-homer presence with 

a marketable, household name, so they traded for a pair of familiar former All-Stars who could 

hit 20. Andrew McCutchen might be a Giant for another week or two. Evan Longoria has a 

contract for three more years. 

It didn’t work. For all their injuries, the offense, even when approximately whole, still hasn’t 

been good enough to contend. They were held to six singles in a 4-0 loss to the Pittsburgh 

Pirates – a game that was over in two hours and 18 minutes, and that sucked all the energy out 

of an early-arriving crowd that reminded Posey of a playoff atmosphere. 



20 

 

“Baseball is a game of momentum,” Posey said. “Unfortunately, it’s been going the wrong way 

the last week or so.” 

Or longer, depending on how you view it. 

This is an organization that knows how to build around a star player and market the hell out of 

him. Posey was that guy from his arrival as a brilliant rookie to the third World Series parade in 

2014, but in truth, he hasn’t been that kind of two-way impact player for several seasons now. 

The Tim Lincecum phenomenon has long since played out. Aside from the occasional on-brand 

start from Madison Bumgarner, there is nobody left who can electrify a ballpark the way the 

Giants’ former stars once did. 

As much as some might wish it, no, this is not an organization that will turn on a dime and 

operate with the cold calculation of other front offices and embrace a teardown while 

maximizing efficiency. This is the franchise that will keep Hunter Pence to the end of his 

contract, that kept Matt Cain to the end, that ignored red flags and re-signed Lincecum, and 

that will never study its biggest baseball decisions without being influenced by how it will play 

with their best-paying customers. 

The Giants have done their market research and this is who they think you are: someone who 

wants to cheer and to celebrate your favorite players, and also to win. They aren’t wrong. 

When the Giants announced many months ago that Bonds’ number would be retired on Aug. 

10, tickets sold out in 20 minutes. 

But over time, the number of players with World Series rings will diminish on their roster. You 

won’t have those heroes to cheer. And you’ll be left with wanting to win. 

Ideally, the Giants will put themselves in position to do that by the time Crawford, Posey and 

Bumgarner shuffle off the roster, when a few more uniform numbers will be taken out of 

circulation at least for a while and perhaps for all time. 

That is where Bonds’ No. 25 will reside now, an honor stacked with the emotion of a son who 

still sees the shape of those digits and thinks first of his father, Bobby, whom he both reveres 

and resents for being so unsparingly hard on him. In a sense, his father’s complicated memory 

was encased in that same golden amber Saturday afternoon. 

Perspectives change over time. Even the sharpest eyes begin to fade. Now the Giants must 

reinvent themselves once again in this post-Bonds era. The script forward is difficult to make 

out. And it isn’t as simple as reaching into a coat pocket and relying on cheaters. 
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The Athletic 

On the day Barry Bonds’ No. 25 is retired, Willie Mays stumps for his Hall of Fame induction 

David Lombardi 

 

After about an hour of Saturday’s ceremonial proceedings, the Giants ripped off the black 

banner covering the newly installed “No. 25” plate down AT&T Park’s left-field line, and there it 

was: Barry Bonds’ now-retired number. 

And as it assumed its spot, right in between Willie Mays’ No. 24 and Juan Marichal’s No. 27, 

Bonds had only one thought cross his mind. 

“That me and my dad had Willie surrounded, and there’s nowhere in hell he can go now,” 

Bonds said afterward, laughing. “That’s exactly what I thought.” 

After the big reveal, Bonds stepped to the on-field podium to address a sold-out crowd. His 

parents were the focal point of a speech that was understated and even somber when it 

paused to remember his late father, Bobby Bonds, who also wore No. 25 for the Giants. 

“Thank you, San Francisco, for making all of my dreams come true,” Bonds finished to one of 

many rousing ovations and chants of his first name from the crowd. 

A busy night of reunions and smiles continued from that point forward, as Bonds even donned 

his old Giants jersey, cap, and glove to go out to his old left-field spot with the current team 

right before Saturday’s game against the Pittsburgh Pirates — the other franchise that Bonds 

played for during his 22-year, record-setting MLB career. 

“I wanted to be in left field one more time,” Bonds said later. “I was going to put the full 

uniform on, but just didn’t have time because the ceremony ran a bit long. That’s where I 

thought they should see me last.” 

Part of Bonds’ frenetic evening included a chat with reporters during the sixth inning, during 

which he emphasized that this whole whirlwind had placed Bobby, who played for the Giants 

from 1968-1974 and passed away in 2003, front and center in his mind. 

“That No. 25 is both my father and me,” Bonds said about the row of retired numbers. “But 

right now, it looks like my dad and Willie — and I’m still the young one. I was a baby. I feel like a 

kid still that’s looking at No. 25 — Bobby Bonds and Willie Mays and Juan Marichal growing up. 

“So it’ll take me a minute to get over that, but I don’t need to.” 

That’s because Bonds says he’s finally completely at peace with the totality of his big league 

experience. He said Saturday’s number retirement gave him the closure he’s needed after his 

career ended so abruptly following the 2007 season. 

As for the next step — a run at induction into the Hall of Fame — well, Bonds also feels good 

about that, especially because Saturday showed that he has the legendary Mays fervently 

stumping for him. 
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The Giants brought Mays a wireless microphone so that he could deliver remarks from the 

comfort of his on-field seat during Bonds’ ceremony, but the 87-year-old Say Hey Kid barely 

uttered a word before he decided to jump off script. 

Mays ditched the mic, rose to his feet, and hobbled over to the lectern, announcing that he had 

a message to deliver tall, loud, and clear. 

“On behalf of all the people in San Francisco and all over the country, vote this guy in,” Mays 

said emphatically about Bonds, his godson, who was sitting about 20 feet behind him. “When 

people talk about who the best ballplayer in the world is, I don’t care. Give somebody that 

honor that deserves to be in the Hall of Fame.” 

A packed house at AT&T roared in approval, saluting baseball’s home run king like it did back 

when he hit 586 home runs for the Giants between 1993-2007. 

And Bonds couldn’t help but smile. 

“Wonderful, fantastic,” Bonds said. “Willie can do anything Willie wants to do. He’s 80-

something years old. He gonna walk up to that podium and speak, I’m gonna sit my butt down 

and listen.” 

To reach Cooperstown, Bonds — who has been hindered in the voting by his alleged use of 

performance-enhancing drugs — will need to garner at least 75 percent of the annual Hall of 

Fame vote before his eligibility expires in 2022. He tallied 56.4 percent during the most recent 

ballot in January, so that big question remains very much unresolved, though that didn’t stop 

the Giants from doing their part in immortalizing the slugger. 

“There have been 30,176 players to wear a number in baseball history, and only 199 — less 

than six-tenths of one percent — have been so extraordinary and so etched in a franchise’s 

history that it would be impossible to ever imagine their number gracing another man’s back,” 

Giants CEO Larry Baer said during his on-field remarks. “That’s what we have here with Barry 

Bonds.” 

And that’s what fueled Saturday’s trip down memory lane, during which the Giants honored 

and reminisced on the massive impact that Bonds had on baseball in the city of San Francisco 

ever since arrival as a free agent before the 1993 season. 

Bonds, the 10th player in franchise history to have his number retired, homered in his very first 

at-bat at Candlestick Park that year. He delivered an iconic pirouette after a pennant race 

homer against the Dodgers in September 1997 and scaled the dugout in celebration when the 

Giants won the division later that month. He broke the single-season home run record in 2001, 

blasting 73 out of the park that year. In 2007, he broke Hank Aaron’s all-time record and 

finished with 762 home runs, most in baseball history. 

Flashbulbs engulfed the ballpark as Bonds stood in the box during both of those home run 

chases. 

The Giants played Bonds’ numerous milestone homers on the video board. They floated 35 

giant, inflatable baseballs in McCovey Cove as an homage to how many times Bonds blasted a 
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ball into that body of water. They made references to the rubber chickens that used to hang on 

the arcade to count the dizzying deluge of intentional walks that he was issued. They etched a 

large “25” into the left-field grass, where their controversial-but-mesmerizing superstar once 

lined up on defense and won eight career Gold Glove awards. 

They brought back many of Bonds’ former teammates and managers — Will Clark, Royce 

Clayton, Shawon Dunston, Ray Durham, Robb Nen, Kirk Reuter, Fred Lewis, Dusty Baker, and 

Jim Leyland were among those who came — and even one of his opponents: Former Dodgers 

closer Eric Gagne made a surprise appearance, and the ceremony commemorated Bonds’ 2003 

homer off of Gagne’s 100 mph fastball. 

“Gagne was the best,” Bonds said. “That was awesome. We’re good friends. We go way back.” 

Some celebrities even appeared remotely to give their congratulations via the video board, 

including Steph Curry and Tom Brady, who, like Bonds, attended Junipero Serra High in San 

Mateo and grew up a Giants fan. 

“He launched a new era of Giants baseball,” Baer said of Bonds. “He made it a baseball town 

again. He rose to heights in this game never reached by any player in baseball history.” 

In his comments after the ceremony, Bonds said that this was a proud day for him — not as 

much because of the number retirement, but because the Giants have now fully recognized his 

overall contributions to their franchise. The team opened AT&T Park in 2000, and Bonds’ 

dramatic home run chases christened the new downtown venue for the first eight years of its 

existence. 

“The park thing means more to me than the number thing,” Bonds said. “Because I built this 

park. That’s all. When I walk in this ballpark, I know whose house this is. It’s our house as a 

unified city, but I know who did that. Willie never played here. (Willie) McCovey didn’t play 

here. None of them played here. 

“I played here. So I know who built that park. So when I walk in that park, yeah, I might have my 

chest out, my head’s a little big or whatever. Yeah, I did that.” 

Giants broadcaster Mike Krukow revisited the emotions that Bonds, perhaps the most feared 

offensive force in the history of the game, evoked whenever he stepped to the plate. 

“All of a sudden, Bonds was up, and we’d stop,” Krukow said. “In that moment, that magical 

moment that he did 586 times in a Giants uniform, that beautiful swing would cause us to high 

five and hug strangers. We say thank you.” 

Then, Krukow gave the podium to Baer, who remembered how the path to Saturday’s moment 

began, when Bonds was a free agent. 

“It was 1993, and I was on the phone with Bonds,” Baer said, detailing how the Giants were 
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trying to convince Bonds to sign with them instead of the Braves or the Yankees. “He didn’t 

know me, he didn’t know (then-managing general partner) Peter Magowan. But I asked him: 

‘Would you, Barry, in the name of tradition, come home and play for the San Francisco Giants?’ 

“There was a long, silent pause. I didn’t know what to make of the silence. Then, Barry — full of 

emotion and clearly choked up — said, ‘If I could come home again, you don’t know what it 

would mean to me.'” 

On Saturday, 25 fitting years after that phone call, the No. 25 was retired. As Baer spoke, Bonds 

sat behind him, in the middle of the ballpark that was still years from existing during that 

seminal free-agent conversation that brought the slugger back home. 

“Barry,” Baer finished, “you don’t know what it’s meant to us 

 

 

 

The Arhletic 

The WTW: As he is feted by Giants, Barry Bonds takes time to say, “Thank you, Pittsburgh” 

Rob Biertempfel 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — I covered three straight games during this Week That Was at Coors Field in 

Denver, where the press box is nearly a mile above sea level. And while stringing together 

sentences in that thin air can make one feel a bit discombobulated, The Athletic did not call up a 

rookie reporter to give me a day off and regroup when the road trip moved on to California. 

Then again, that strategy didn’t work out so well when manager Clint Hurdle made a similar 

move with this starting pitchers on Friday. Two months from now, will we remember Clay 

Holmes’ wipeout by the San Francisco Bay on Friday as merely a blip on the way to a wild-card 

berth or as a defining moment in a stretch drive that came up just short? 

There’s a lot to look back on from this WTW. Let’s get to it … 

The San Francisco Giants retired Barry Bonds’ uniform number 25 on Saturday and didn’t spare 

any expense on the pregame ceremony. They brought in R&B artist Johnny Gill, one of Bonds’ 

favorite singers, to perform the Star-Spangled Banner. They also assembled a star-studded 

group of Bonds’ family (his godfather, Willie Mays, gave a funny and touching speech), friends, 

and former teammates and coaches — including former Pirates slugger Bobby Bonilla and ex-

manager Jim Leyland. 

“The Giants are honoring one of the greatest players of all time, and it’s so fitting that today’s 

opponent is the Pittsburgh Pirates,” said Leyland, who was Bonds’ first skipper in the majors. 

“He also is one of the greatest Pirates of all time. Without question, he is the best player I ever 
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managed in my 22 years as a major league skipper.” 

Bonds played six seasons with the Pirates — winning the National League MVP Award in 1990 

and 1992 — before becoming a free agent. In December 1992, he signed what was then a 

record six-year, $43.75 million deal with the Giants. 

“If it wasn’t for the preparation I received in Pittsburgh, I don’t think I would have been ready 

to be successful here at home (in San Francisco),” Bonds said. 

Bonds thanked Leyland — “You were the best manager I could have had to start my career,” he 

said — and also gave a shout-out to former Pirates outfield coach Bill Virdon. 

“He told me, ‘You don’t have the best arm nor the worst. We’re going to utilize your speed to 

make up for that,’ ” Bonds said. “Thanks, Bill, for spending countless hours with me in the 

outfield. I got eight Gold Gloves out of that.” 

Bonds’ number is the 10th retired by the Giants. 

Should Pirates retire No. 22? 

Andrew McCutchen said he was “humbled” when Chris Archer switched his uniform number to 

24 instead of claiming McCutchen’s old No. 22 after being traded to the Pirates. Archer went so 

far as to say the Pirates probably will someday honor Cutch by retiring No. 22. 

On Thursday, I mentioned Archer’s prediction to McCutchen, who seemed nonplussed by the 

suggestion that no other Pirate should ever wear his number. 

“No. I don’t think I deserve that,” McCutchen said. “I went to the postseason with the Pirates a 

few times. We didn’t win any World Series championships. So, I don’t look at myself as being 

the same caliber of player as Honus Wagner, Roberto Clemente, Willie Stargell, Bill Mazeroski. 

There is a lot of history there with what they’ve done, and they did it all in the same uniform — 

a Pirates uniform. 

“I was there for nine seasons, that’s it. I could see it if I’d stayed there, put up really good 

numbers, won some championships, played there my whole career — maybe. Maybe. I don’t 

know. But I wasn’t there that long. Good things happened, but they’re here and they’re gone, 

then the next person shows up. I don’t look at myself that way, and I never will regardless. Even 

if I was in that caliber, I wouldn’t look at myself like I deserve to have my number retired. I 

don’t think that highly of myself. That’s not my job. Other people do that. I just play.” 

The Pirates have retired nine numbers, plus Jackie Robinson’s No. 42, which is out of 

commission throughout the majors. It’s been 31 years since the franchise retired numbers 4 

(Ralph Kiner), 9 (Mazeroski) and 11 (Paul Waner). Of the nine honorees, only former managers 

Billy Meyer (No. 1) and Danny Murtaugh (No. 40) are not in the Hall of Fame. 
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I asked a Pirates representative what the club’s criteria are for retiring a player’s number and if 

McCutchen could eventually be considered for the honor. There was no response from the 

Pirates. 

Archer and the backstops 

Francisco Cervelli was behind the plate for each of Chris Archer’s first two starts with the 

Pirates, and (barring another concussion) will be there again on Wednesday when the right-

hander faces the Minnesota Twins. It’s a consistency that Archer wasn’t getting before he was 

traded. 

“I don’t know if I’ve had a pitcher ever throw to five different catchers in six (straight starts),” 

Hurdle said. 

Four catchers — Jesus Sucre, Wilson Ramos, Adam Moore and Michael Perez — worked with 

Archer in his final five starts with the Tampa Bay Rays. Only Ramos (700-plus career starts) is a 

seasoned veteran. Sucre and Moore combined have caught fewer than 300 games in the 

majors. Perez is a rookie who had one game under his belt when he caught Archer’s final start 

for Tampa on July 27. 

Over his last five outings with the Rays, Archer went 0-2 with a 4.38 ERA and a 1.62 WHIP. 

“I’m never going to make excuses. At the end of the day, I’m in control,” Archer said. “Cervelli is 

the most experienced, so that makes it a lot easier.” 

When the Pirates acquired Archer, Cervelli contacted Ramos for a scouting report. 

“The most important thing to me is learning (Archer’s) personality,” Cervelli said. “It’s 

important when I go to the mound, how I’m going to talk, what I’m going to say, what tone I’ve 

got to use. Everybody is different. 

“Archer is open (to suggestions) and he’s a competitor. Those are good things. But because he’s 

got so much energy and he’s on fire all the time, I cannot be the same way. If I do, there could 

be an explosion. I have to be the guy who calms him down.” 

On Wednesday, Archer picked up his first win with the Pirates by going five innings in a 4-3 

victory against the Colorado Rockies. He gave up five hits, including a two-run homer by David 

Dahl. 

“The home run is one of the few times I shook Cervelli off, so that’s my bad,” Archer said. “I 

should’ve listened to him. I’m starting to trust him more and more; if I would have trusted him 

today, I wouldn’t have given up that homer.” 
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“A really bold move” 

The Pirates gave up three players — former top prospects Austin Meadows and Tyler Glasnow, 

along with a minor leaguer to be named — to get Archer. McCutchen described the trade as “a 

really bold move” by his former club. 

“Someone asked me if I was surprised,” McCutchen said. “When I saw that, it was like, ‘Dang. 

Really?’ Good for them, making their push. Maybe this year is just a little bit different, 

considering the past when there were opportunities to make a move and they didn’t. They 

probably learned from it. They didn’t want to look back and say they didn’t go for it with 

everything they had.” 

Hello, Newman 

At Triple-A Indianapolis, Kevin Newman hit for the cycle on Tuesday. He completed it by 

homering in his final at-bat of the game. 

Newman went 0 for 4 the next day, but his post-cycle hangover did not last long. He had two 

hits in each of his next two games, kicking his average up to .307 with a .767 OPS. 

“That dude just hits,” said outfielder Jordan Luplow, who played with Newman this year at Indy. 

“Sometimes, it’s not very surprising when after a game you see, ‘Oh, man. This guy went 2 for 3 

with a walk … again.’ They just add up over the season. He just stays with his approach and 

keeps hitting.” 

A first-round pick in 2015, Newman has played mostly at shortstop this season with Indy. 

However, when Josh Harrison was on the disabled list in April and May, Newman was switched 

to second base — an indication of how much the front office values Newman as a future, long-

term cog in the infield. He almost certainly will be with the Pirates as a September call-up. 

“That’s out of my hands,” Newman said. “I’m not focused on that yet. But if that happens, to be 

able to get experience from guys like Jordy (Mercer) and (Adieny) Hechavarria would mean a 

lot, just being with those guys and seeing how they work.” 

It’s been a busy year for Newman, who opened it as a non-roster invitee in big league spring 

training camp. He was named International League player of the week in May and at the end of 

June was selected as an IL all-star. 

“This season, with where I’m at right now, has been exactly what I’d hoped it would 

be,” Newman said.“ The hitting has been there, the defense has been there. I’ve been a pretty 

good table-setter for the guys behind me. One of my goals was to score as many runs as I can 

because that’s a part of my game that can really help the team win. Whatever happens past 

this, I don’t know. But it’s already been a successful year in my mind.” 

Through Friday, Newman led the IL with 73 runs scored. As Indy’s leadoff hitter, he has a .353 

on-base percentage and 27 stolen bases. 
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Giants’ jersey retirement ceremonry was the send-off Barry Bonds always wanted 

Bob Nightengale 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — This is the way Barry Bonds wanted to leave the game of baseball a 

decade ago, standing in left field one final time at AT&T Park, watching the sellout 

crowd stand up, screaming until their lungs hurt, giving him the final send-off in a San 

Francisco Giants’ uniform. 

Finally, he got his day, 11 years after his career ended a year earlier than he wanted, 

with San Francisco celebrating one of its all-time greats, the Giants retiring his number 

and giving him a party that he’ll forever remember. 

“The park means more to me than the number,’’ Bonds said to a handful of reporters 

two hours after the 75-minute ceremony, munching on a chocolate-chip cookie. 

“Because I built this park. That’s all. When I walk into this ballpark, I know whose 

house it is. It is our house as a unified city, but I know who did that. 

“Willie [Mays] never played here. [Willie] McCovey didn’t play here. None of them 

played here. 

“I played here, so when I walk into the ballpark, I might have my chest out, my head’s 

a little big, yeah, I did that.’’ 

It was vintage Bonds, never, ever lacking in confidence, full of braggadocio, calling 

himself a “six-tool’’ player because of his intelligence, traits that made him baseball’s 

all-time home run king. 

More: Willie Mays pushes for Barry Bonds to be voted into Hall of Fame as Giants 

retire No. 25 

More: Giants fans, former players, coaches ready to fete Barry Bonds, retire No. 25 

Sure, it will be argued, that performance-enhancing drugs also helped create 

baseball’s home-run champion, with Bonds hitting 762 homers, seven more than Hank 

Aaron. Yet, he was a Hall of Famer before there were any suspicions of steroid use, 

before anyone knew of BALCO, before all of the federal government investigations. 



29 

 

Willie Mays, who even wonders whether it should be Bonds, and not himself or Aaron, 

as the greatest living ballplayer today, reminded the sellout crowd that Bonds belongs 

in the Hall of Fame alongside him. The crowd of 41,209 erupted, and all of the Giants 

and Pirates players who were standing on the top dugout steps watching the 

ceremony, cheered right along with them. 

“I wish [the Giants] would give him a statue across the little bridge over there,’’ said 

Mays, who has his own statue in front of the entrance to AT&T Park. “Let him have it. 

Let him have the honor, because I might not be here forever. I might be gone. 

“I want him to have his kids say, 'That’s my daddy over there.’ 

“Give somebody the honor who deserves to be in the Hall of Fame.’’ 

And yes, Mays implored the Baseball Writers Association of America, please put Bonds 

into the Hall while he’s alive to see it. 

“On behalf of all of the people in San Francisco, and all over the country,’’ Mays said, 

“vote him in.” 

Really, in many ways in this glorious evening, this was Bonds’ own Hall of Fame 

ceremony, as if he were standing behind the podium with his own Hall of Fame class in 

Cooperstown, N.Y., and not at AT&T Park. 

This was his Hall of Fame day, where the sellout crowd kept chanting his name, 

reacting as if he just broke Aaron’s home-run record once again. 

Bonds’ former managers, Jim Leyland and Dusty Baker spoke in reverence of Bonds. 

Former teammates Bobby Bonilla and Kirk Rueter talked about the glory days. Giants 

president Larry Baer and former owner Peter Magowan regaled the crowd about the 

greatest free-agent signing in Giants history, signing Bonds to a six-year, $43 million 

deal in 1992.   

The happiest moment of Magowan’s ownership, he said, was the day he signed Bonds 

even before he officially became the owner, having to sign an agreement that would 

pay Bonds his contract even if the Giants’ sale collapsed. 

“But the saddest,’’ he said, “was when we fired Barry.’’ 

It was not technically a firing, but rather the simple decision not to bring Bonds back 

after the 2007 season. Bonds hit 28 homers and drew a league-leading 132 walks that 

year, with a .480 on-base percentage and 1.041 on-base-plus slugging percentage. 



30 

 

“I really thought someone would sign Barry,’’ Magowan said Saturday, sitting on the 

Giants’ bench before the game. “It never happened.’’ 

Simply, no one wanted the baggage that came with him, the scrutiny, the media 

circus, and the constant sideshow. 

His career ended prematurely, before he could obtain 3,000 hits, hit 800 home runs, 

and perhaps win a World Series, which has long pained Bonds, but this was a night 

that helped heal many of the wounds. 

It wasn’t so much the jersey retirement, the words from Mays or the stories from 

everyone from former Dodgers All-Star closer Eric Gagne to video-board messages 

from New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady (heavily booed by the crowd) to 

Golden State Warriors All-Star Steph Curry (wildly cheered). 

It happened after R&B artist Johnny Gill sang the national anthem, Bonds rode around 

the outfield with his family, and with Giants starter Ty Blach throwing his warm-up 

pitches on the mound, Bonds ran out to left field one final time. He wanted to wear 

his full uniform, but only had time to wear his jersey, as the stadium shook with 

delight watching Bonds stand in left field one last time. 

“I thought it was a great idea,’’ Bonds said, “because I wanted to be in left field one 

more time. And I felt it was appropriate to run out onto that field. I probably ran faster 

there than in my career. That’s where everybody saw me, and that’s where I thought 

people should see me last.’’ 

It was the closure Bonds so badly wanted when the Giants said good-bye, and every 

other team shunned him, ending his career one year earlier than he was wanted. 

“I don’t deny it, I wish I had one more year,’’ Bonds said. “The way it happened was 

not right. But it’s OK. I’m definitely OK with it. You never heard me say anything nasty 

about it. 

“I gave everything I had out on that field. I wish I had the opportunity to do it a 

different way, but if this is OK the way they did it because I tell you right now, I’m one 

little happy person right now.’’ 

Bonds, 54, a special assistant in the Giants’ organization, will mostly be out of sight 

now until that day he gets elected into Cooperstown. He’ll still show up occasionally at 

AT&T Park. He’ll keep riding his bicycle up in the streets of San Francisco. He’ll spend a 

week or so with the Giants in spring training camp, attend fundraisers, but has no 

interest in returning to the field as a coach. 
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His number will stand forever, right between Mays (24) and Juan Marichal (27), 

knowing that it was inevitable one day his number would be retired. 

“I knew it was coming at one point,’’ he said, “nobody’s wearing it. What are you 

going to do, keep it in hide-and-seek forever? I kind of figured at one time it’s going to 

happen. But when, it wasn’t my decision to make. 

“But what they did was fantastic. And how they did it was first-class.’’ 

Now, the only baseball dream left is a final resting spot in Cooperstown, along with 

the other legends of the game, hoping it happens while Mays still is alive to see it. 

“It would mean a lot to anybody,’’ Bonds said. “All of the years I worked. Everything 

I’ve done. Sure.’’ 

Bonds has four years left on the ballot to be elected into Cooperstown, but he insists 

he’s not worrying about it. If it happens, he’ll be overwhelmed, maybe even be as 

emotional as he was Saturday, speaking about his late father, Bobby Bonds, and his 

mother, Pat, and siblings. 

If it doesn’t, he’ll always have this evening, and a number that will stand forever, 

belonging to him. 

“I can always look up there, see No. 25, and be proud,’’ Bonds said. “This means more 

than you’ll ever know. Thank you for making my dreams come true.’’ 

 

 


