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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1979-Dan Driessen’s drive to center field bounces off the glove of the Dodgers Derrell Thomas and over the wall for a solo home 

run, giving the Reds the win, 2-1 
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Harvey sharp, but bullpen stumbles vs. Cubs 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

12:50 AM EDT 

 

CHICAGO -- Reds pitcher Matt Harvey spent six smooth innings not only shutting down Cubs hitters in his start on Friday, but also 

besting the National League's hottest pitcher in Cole Hamels -- someone who has generally owned the Reds over his career. 

 

It took one inning for Harvey's handiwork to be undone. Following his scoreless effort, David Hernandez allowed Ian Happ's three-

run home run in the bottom of the seventh that led to a 3-2 Cincinnati loss at Wrigley Field. 

 

"I thought Harvey was outstanding. We didn't hit because he was good," Cubs manager Joe Maddon praised. 

 

Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman knew it was a tough call for him to lift Harvey for a pinch-hitter in the top of the seventh 

when he had 96 pitches and had retired his last eight batters in a row. 

 

"As a manager you make those decisions. That didn't go well," Riggleman said. "It's kind of in that in-between area. If I send him 

back out there and anybody gets on, I'm going to take him out. I felt like we would be better off letting David starting an inning 

clean, and it just didn't work out." 

 

Over his past seven starts, Harvey is 2-1 with a 2.88 ERA. He has completed six innings in each of his past three starts. 

 

Harvey, who scattered four hits with one walk and six strikeouts, threw first-pitch strikes to 17 of the 23 batters he faced. According 

to Statcast™, his fastball averaged 95.1 mph and topped at 96.6 mph, but that wasn't all the right-hander had in his bag of tricks. He 

also effectively threw his slider, changeup and curveball and racked up 14 whiffs and 17 called strikes. 

 

"I think the big thing was being able to mix pitches for a strike and really throw whatever I wanted to," Harvey said. "That was the 

first time in a long time that all four pitches were kind of doing exactly what I wanted them to. The big thing was just getting ahead. 

These guys, for the most part, are pretty aggressive and obviously are a tough lineup, so you really have to stay sharp. Fortunately 

enough, I was pretty sharp tonight." 

 

Harvey's toughest jam of the night came in the bottom of the fourth, when he had two batters on with no outs. David Bote grounded 

to second baseman Scooter Gennett, who started the 4-6-3 double play. Hamels followed with a strikeout, and Harvey was away 

clean. 

 

"That was definitely a big boost, and created some more adrenaline and energy for the rest of the game," Harvey said. 

 

Hamels entered the game 4-0 with a 1.42 ERA and one home run allowed in eight starts (50 2/3 innings) since his trade from the 

Rangers to the Cubs. He also entered 11-1 with a 1.86 ERA in 16 career starts vs. Cincinnati -- including a complete game Aug. 23. 

 

In the fourth inning, Jose Peraza and Joey Votto slugged back-to-back homers against Hamels that gave the Reds a 2-0 lead. 

 

"Ever since [Hamels] has come over here, his ERA and what he's done is pretty incredible," Harvey said. "That adds to being really 

fine and being mentally focused as much as you can through their lineup and then trying to keep them guessing. It was nice to get 

those runs and it was a good start, obviously not the way we wanted it to end." 

 

Harvey could have used a few more runs and the chances were there, but the Reds were 0-for-9 with runners in scoring position 

while leaving eight on base. The opportunity to add more in the fourth-inning rally came when there were runners on the corners 



and one out. Curt Casali hit a sharp ground ball to shortstop, where Javier Baez fired a throw home that was offline. Running home 

on contact, Eugenio Suarez took a late slide as Victor Caratini dove back to apply the tag for the out. Cincinnati opened the fifth and 

sixth innings with consecutive singles and couldn't cash in. 

 

"He made the necessary pitches to get out of it. Certainly, we've got to add on there, but that's why his ERA is 1.5 or whatever it is. 

He knows how to pitch out of trouble," Riggleman said. 

 

Harvey kept up his end of the deal as he kept holding Chicago down. It was the first time he's worked six innings in three 

consecutive starts since 2016 with the Mets. With the arm injuries that dogged him in New York fully behind him, he's found his 

groove. 

 

"I'm starting to really feel good," Harvey said. "It's kind of coming at a good time, I guess you can say. I'm just trying to go out and 

compete and do everything I can to help this team win. Things are coming out good." 

 

After he posted a 7.00 ERA in eight games -- including four starts -- for the Mets, Harvey is 7-6 with a 4.13 ERA in 22 starts for 

Cincinnati after his May 8 trade for Devin Mesoraco. A free agent at season's end, his rebound with Cincinnati this season could 

increase his value. 

 

"I think a he's guy that is getting better as he gets further away from his surgeries," Riggleman said. "Who knows, he might be better 

yet next year." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Happ beats Hernandez: Hernandez took over in the seventh and Caratini led off with a single. Bote hit a grounder to third that took a 

tough hop on Suarez and was muffed for an error. Two batters later with one out, Happ lifted a 1-0 pitch for a three-run homer to 

left-center field to snap his 0-for-14 slump. 

 

"Just trying to get ahead, fastball away, and he just put a good swing on it," said Hernandez, who's been solid all season with a 2.65 

ERA and only six homers allowed over 57 2/3 innings. "I guess the ball was carrying out to left tonight, but he still hit it pretty 

well." 

 

HE SAID IT 

"From 1 to 9, they're so good. You really have to bear down and stay mentally focused. I've enjoyed pitching in this ball park." -- 

Harvey, on the Cubs. He is 1-0 with a 1.96 ERA in four starts vs. Chicago this season.` 

 

UP NEXT 

Left-hander Cody Reed is still chasing his first victory as a big league starter and will try again at 4:05 p.m. ET Saturday when the 

Reds face the Cubs and Jon Lester at Wrigley Field. In 15 career starts, including four this season, Reed is 0-8 with an 8.01 ERA. 

He allowed three earned runs, five hits and three walks with five strikeouts over a four-inning no-decision during Cincinnati's 10-6 

win over the Dodgers on Monday. 

 

 

Sims (shoulder) likely out for season 

Reds to meet, discuss who will fill open spot in rotation 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Sep. 14th, 2018 

 

CHICAGO -- The Reds have a blank space in their rotation to fill on Tuesday against the Brewers, and they have a few choices. But 

one of them won't be September callup and recent acquisition Lucas Sims. The right-hander is unavailable because of a right teres 

major strain muscle strain near his shoulder. 

 

Sims did not travel with the club to Chicago. 

 

"He's not available to pitch right now," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. 

 

Sims last pitched for Cincinnati in relief on Sunday and allowed four earned runs, three hits and three walks with two strikeouts 

over 1 2/3 innings against the Padres. It's unclear how long he might be out, but it seems unlikely he would return this close to the 

end of the season. Brandon Finnegan had a left teres major injury last season and was on the disabled list for multiple months. 

 

"Those things seem to take a while," Riggleman said. "I don't know exactly how serious it was. [Sims] pitched in that game, I think 

he pitched in the fifth and sixth innings, against the Padres. Afterward, he said he felt something in there." 

 



Sims had 3 2/3 scoreless innings pitched over his other two big league appearances for the Reds after his recall from Triple-A 

Louisville. He was one of three pitchers acquired in the July 30 trade that sent outfielder Adam Duvall to the Braves. 

 

In nine big league games for the Braves and Reds, Sims had a 7.47 ERA and 1.79 WHIP. In 20 Triple-A games, with 19 starts 

combined for the two organizations, he 4-5 with a 3.11 ERA and 1.23 WHIP. 

 

As for Tuesday, Riggleman, general manager Nick Krall and president of baseball operations Dick Williams were expected to meet 

and come to a decision soon. Sal Romano, Homer Bailey and Tyler Mahle are among the starters available to pitch. 

 

How useful are September evaluations? 

September is often a time for non-contending clubs to take longer looks at their callups. However, the Reds are unlikely to rest their 

regulars especially during a stretch of playing contenders. The three previous games were against the Dodgers, and Cincinnati will 

face the Brewers after completing the current series against the Cubs. 

 

Riggleman noted there might be some opportunity to get extra players more playing time during the final stretch of games vs. the 

Marlins, Royals and Pirates. But he also didn't put too much stock in September performances. 

 

"I think you can get high or low on a player in September. You can get high or low on a player in Spring Training and make some 

poor judgments," Riggleman said. "I think the information we get about our players from our Triple-A manager or pitching coach, 

over the course of a long season, will tell us more than a couple of innings here or there where we put somebody in a game to pitch, 

and he lights it up and he's unbelievable. 

 

"For us, to see somebody get 10 at-bats and make a judgment, I think it's disrespectful to our player development people who have 

seen the guy for 400-500 at-bats and all that." 

 

 

Reds instructional league roster, schedule 

MLB.com 

Sep. 14th, 2018 

 

At the end of each season, Major League clubs hold instructional league play, commonly known as instructs, an extended mini-

camp that allows Minor Leaguers -- particularly those just starting their pro careers at the lower levels of their team's system -- to 

get some work in before calling it a year. Players work on specific parts of their game and get offseason workout plans while often 

playing a handful of games against nearby teams to provide low-key competition to put what they are working on into practice. 

 

The Reds' instructional league is running from Sept. 16 to Oct. 13 this year. Here's a look at the roster, with the players' rank in the 

team's Top 30 Prospects list in parentheses: 

 

PITCHERS: Luis Alecis, RHP; Michael Byrne, RHP; Manuel Cachutt, RHP; Ryan Campbell, RHP; Carlos Carreno, RHP; Jerry 

D'Andrea, LHP; Eddy Demurias, RHP; Alexis Diaz, RHP; Carlos Diaz, LHP; Ryan Dunne, RHP; John Ghyzel, RHP; Alberto 

Gonzalez, RHP; Josiah Gray, RHP (No. 21); Jacob Heatherly, LHP (No. 19); Ryan Hendrix, RHP; Ricky Karcher, RHP; Ian Koch, 

RHP; James Marinan, RHP (No. 26); Miguel Medrano, RHP; Dauri Moreta, RHP; Orlando Noriega, RHP; Moises Nova, RHP; 

Lyon Richardson, RHP (No. 20); Oliver Rijo, RHP; Eduardo Salazar, RHP; Ricky Salinas, RHP; Jose Salvador, LHP; Jared 

Solomon, RHP; Aneurys Zabala, RHP; 

 

CATCHERS: Robert Boselli; Hendrik Clementina; Edward Guzman; Chris Okey (No. 27); Hunter Oliver; Victor Ruiz; Jose Tello 

 

INFIELDERS: Jeter Downs, 2B (No. 7); Jose Garcia, SS (No. 14); Miguel Hernandez, SS; Jonathan India, 3B (No. 4; MLB No. 

53); Ibandel Isabel, 1B; Daniello Remy, 2B; Reyny Reyes, SS; Debby Santana, 3B; Bren Spillane, 1B; Rylan Thomas, 1B; Randy 

Venture, 2B; Jonathan Willems, 2B (No. 30); 

 

OUTFIELDERS: Mariel Bautista, CF; Michael Beltre, RF (No. 22); Lorenzo Cedroia, CF; Stuart Fairchild, CF (No. 11); Miles 

Gordon, CF; Danny Lantigua, CF; Reshard Munroe, LF; Reniel Ozuna, RF; Mike Siani, CF (No. 10); Nick Senzel, OF (No. 1; MLB 

No.4); Andy Sugilo, LF; Edwin Yen, RF 

 

SCHEDULE 

Mon., Oct. 1 - Camp day 

Tue., Oct. 2 - @ Kansas City 

Wed., Oct. 3 - vs. Texas 

Thu., Oct. 4 - vs. Italy 

Fri., Oct. 5 - @ Milwaukee 

Sat., Oct. 6 - Camp day 



Sun., Oct. 7 - Off day 

Mon., Oct. 8 - Camp day 

Tue., Oct. 9 - @ Texas 

Wed., Oct. 10 - vs. Texas 

Thu., Oct. 11 - vs. Los Angeles Dodgers 

Fri., Oct. 12 - Camp day 

Sat., Oct. 13 - @ Oakland 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Chicago Cubs spoil Matt Harvey's strong start, beat Cincinnati Reds 3-2 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 11:16 p.m. ET Sept. 14, 2018 | Updated 1:34 a.m. ET Sept. 15, 2018 

 

CHICAGO – Matt Harvey silenced the Chicago Cubs lineup for six innings Friday, but it didn’t take long for the Cubs to attack the 

Reds' bullpen. 

 

Four batters after Harvey exited, Cubs center fielder Ian Happ brought the Wrigley Field crowd of 36,468 to their feet with a three-

run home run against reliever David Hernandez in the bottom of the seventh inning. 

 

It took 10 pitches to flip the game and rejuvenate the crowd.  

 

After a 3-2 loss to open this weekend’s three-game series, the Reds have dropped seven consecutive games against the Cubs. 

 

In the seventh inning, Cubs catcher Victor Caratini opened with a single against Hernandez. After an error from third baseman 

Eugenio Suárez and a fielder’s choice, Happ blasted the go-ahead homer into the left-field seats. 

 

"Just trying to get ahead, fastball away, and he just put a good swing on it," Hernandez said. "I guess the ball was carrying out to left 

tonight but he still hit it pretty well." 

 

There weren't many signs of that offense against Harvey, who threw first-pitch strikes to 17 of the 23 batters he faced. He retired his 

final nine batters and only one of those outs left the infield. 

 

After inducing a groundout to end the sixth inning, Harvey walked to the bottom of the dugout steps and extended his arm for a 

handshake with interim manager Jim Riggleman. Harvey's spot was next in the lineup and Riggleman wanted Hernandez to start 

fresh with his own inning.  

 

"It’s kind of in that in-between area," Riggleman said. "If I send him back out there and anybody gets on, I’m going to take him out. 

 

"It just didn’t work out." 

 

Facing the Cubs apparently brings out the best in Harvey. It was his fourth start against the National League Central leaders this 

season and he's allowed a total of five earned runs.  

 

All four of his pitches were sharp Friday. He struck out six and gave up four hits in six innings. Three of the hits were with two 

outs.  

 

"It was just about getting ahead," Harvey said. "I think the big thing was being able to mix pitches for a strike and really throw 

whatever I wanted to. That was the first time in a long time that all four pitches were kind of doing exactly what I wanted them to." 

 

Throughout the season, Riggleman said he believes Harvey will continue to pitch better and better after his multiple arm surgeries. 

A soon-to-be free agent, Harvey has pitched six innings in his last three starts with a 2.50 ERA.  

 

"I’m starting to really feel good," Harvey said. "It’s kind of coming at a good time, I guess you can say. I’m just trying to go out and 

compete and do everything I can to help this team win. Things are coming out good." 

 

Things started well for the Reds against Cubs lefty Cole Hamels. José Peraza and Joey Votto hit back-to-back homers in the top of 

the fourth inning and the Reds continued to put runners on base.  

 

It was the sixth time Reds batters have hit back-to-back home runs this season. Votto, who recently went 120 at-bats without a 

homer, has three homers in his last five games.  



 

The problem was they hit 0-for-9 with runners in scoring position. Following the pair of homers, Suárez was thrown out at the plate 

later in the fourth inning.  

 

"He knows how to pitch out of trouble," Riggleman said of Hamels, who allowed eight hits and two walks in 6 ⅔ innings. 

 

In the top of the ninth inning against Cubs reliever Jorge De La Rosa, Reds catcher Curt Casali hit a one-out double into the right-

center gap. With Gabriel Guerrero pinch-running for Casali, the Reds failed to deliver a game-tying hit.  

 

It was De La Rosa's first career save. 

 

 

Learning the outfield could help Cincinnati Reds top prospect Nick Senzel reach the Majors 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 7:13 p.m. ET Sept. 14, 2018 | Updated 7:53 p.m. ET Sept. 14, 2018 

 

CHICAGO – Nick Senzel, the Reds' top-ranked prospect, was drafted as a third baseman. He played shortstop in Spring Training 

earlier this year, then primarily played second base during the minor league season. 

 

Next up: the outfield. 

 

Senzel, the No. 2 pick in the 2016 MLB Draft, will learn the outfield during the instructional league, which begins Sunday. Games 

will start in October. 

 

He missed the final two months of the minor league season because of a fractured right index finger, but he’s started hitting and 

shouldn’t be limited in the instructional league. 

 

"We’ve said all along that we believe that Nick is an elite infielder and has a long-term future as an elite infielder,” said Dick 

Williams, the Reds’ President of Baseball Operations. "But he’s also one of those guys that’s shown us the ability to kind of tackle 

every challenge that we’ve put in front of him. He’s shown his value at multiple infield positions. We want to see what we have in 

him in the outfield. 

 

"This isn’t driven by who is and isn’t performing at the Major League level. This is about Nick, seeing what he can do out there." 

 

Senzel is ranked as the No. 4 prospect in baseball, according to MLB.com. He hit .310 with six homers and 25 RBI in 44 games at 

Triple-A Louisville this season. 

 

He missed about a month of the season because of vertigo. His season ended on June 22 when he fractured his finger on a throw to 

the plate. 

 

When Senzel was healthy earlier this year, the Reds' front office cited everyday playing time as one of the main reasons he wasn’t 

promoted to the Majors. 

 

"We think and know he can help us in the infield," Williams said. "That’s very much in our plans for the future. But we’ve got an 

elite infield at the Major League level right now and everybody sees that. The more ways he can find to help the Major League 

team, the more value he’s going to have to us and the more likely he is to crack the Major League roster." 

 

The more positions Senzel plays, the more likely he can be used like Chicago Cubs star Kris Bryant, who has started a game at four 

different spots this year. 

 

Cody Bellinger, of the Los Angeles Dodgers, started a game against the Reds at first base and center field earlier this week. 

 

“You’re talking about contending ballclubs with top players that are moving from the infield to the outfield in certain situations,” 

Williams said. “We’d love to know that Nick is one of those players that can do that.” 

 

Williams said the front office believes Senzel has enough athleticism to play center field, but Senzel will spend most of his time 

learning left field.   

 

“I think we’ll focus on left field first,” Williams said. “In many ways, that’s the most difficult to play. We won’t be splitting time 

equally between the three. But since that is the most difficult, we’ll probably start him there, just so he gets more time at the one 

that’s the most difficult.” 

 



The Reds’ final game in the instructional league is Oct. 13. If the Reds wanted to give Senzel more time in the outfield, an option 

could be the Arizona Fall League, which runs through the middle of November. 

 

If Senzel’s experiment in the outfield is a success, it puts him in a better position to make his Major League debut next season.  

 

"Obviously, in today’s game and with our constraints, the more roster flexibility we have, the more positional flexibility we have, 

the more dangerous of a club we can be,” Williams said. “We just want to give him the opportunity to get some instruction out there 

and get some innings out there." 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds reliever Lucas Sims possibly out for season with injury 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 7:37 p.m. ET Sept. 14, 2018 | Updated 8:11 p.m. ET Sept. 14, 2018 

 

CHICAGO – With expanded rosters in September, some players can use it as an extended audition at the Major League level before 

the start of Spring Training. 

 

Reds reliever Lucas Sims may have to his opportunity cut short. 

 

Sims is out with a strained right teres major, an injury to the same part of the body that sidelined Michael Lorenzen in Spring 

Training and Brandon Finnegan last year. 

 

Reds Interim Manager Jim Riggleman wasn’t sure if Sims would be able to pitch for the remainder of the season. He didn't appear 

to travel with the team to Chicago.  

 

The Reds promoted right-handed reliever Jesus Reyes on Tuesday. 

 

“Those things seem to take a while,” Riggleman said of Sims’ injury. “I don’t know exactly how serious it was. He pitched in that 

game (Sunday). … He said he felt something in there. We haven’t used him since. I’m not sure if or when he’ll be available." 

 

Sims was viewed as the centerpiece of the Adam Duvall trade in July, acquired from the Atlanta Braves. As a starting pitcher at 

Triple-A Louisville, he had a 3.81 ERA in five outings. He struck out 32 batters in 28 ⅓ innings. 

 

A September call-up, Sims tossed five innings out of the bullpen for the Reds. He allowed three hits, four runs, three walks and one 

homer in his last appearance. 

 

Sims owns a 6.01 ERA at the Major League level in 23 career appearances between the Reds and Braves. 

 

In the Duvall trade, the Reds acquired Sims, reliever Matt Wisler and outfielder Preston Tucker. The Reds later traded Tucker back 

to the Braves.  

 

SEPTEMBER EVALUATIONS: With about two weeks remaining in the 2018 season, Riggleman said there could be more 

opportunities to be creative with lineups or pitchers following the Reds’ series against the Chicago Cubs and Milwaukee Brewers. 

 

Those are the final teams on the Reds’ schedule in playoff contention. 

 

How do you evaluate new players in September? 

 

“You can really get fooled,” Riggleman said. “I always respect what the minor league manager, pitching coach and hitting coach 

say about the guys because they had them for 150 innings, they had the hitters for 400-500 at-bats. For us, to see somebody get 10 

at-bats and make a judgment, I think it’s disrespectful to our player-development people who have seen the guy for 400-500 at-bats 

and all that.” 

 

Riggleman noted some pitchers might have extra rest before throwing in September, which allows them to look extra sharp in a 

short stint. 

 

“I think you can get high or low on a player in September,” Riggleman said. “You can get high or low on a player in Spring 

Training and make some poor judgments. I think the information we get about our players from our Triple-A manager or pitching 

coach, over the course of a long season, will tell us more than a couple of innings here or there where we put somebody in a game to 

pitch and he lights it up.” 

 



PROGRESS?: The Reds entered Friday's series opener against the Cubs with a 63-84 record. It's the exact same record they had 

through 147 games last season. 

 

"I feel like we’re better than we were last year," Riggleman said. "If the record says that’s what you are, maybe that’s what you are. 

I think we’re better, but there’s a lot of room for growth, for improvement." 

 

Transactions 
 

09/14/18  

Los Angeles Dodgers sent LHP Tony Cingrani on a rehab assignment to Rancho Cucamonga Quakes. 

Los Angeles Dodgers sent RHP John Axford on a rehab assignment to Rancho Cucamonga Quakes. 

Atlanta Braves placed LHP Luiz Gohara on the 60-day disabled list. Left shoulder soreness. 

Atlanta Braves recalled LHP Luiz Gohara from Gwinnett Stripers. 

Detroit Tigers transferred SS Jose Iglesias from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Lower abdominal strain. 

Detroit Tigers selected the contract of Pete Kozma from Toledo Mud Hens. 

Toronto Blue Jays activated RHP Joe Biagini from the 10-day disabled list. 

Toronto Blue Jays activated C Russell Martin from the paternity list. 

New York Yankees activated RF Aaron Judge from the 10-day disabled list. 

Baltimore Orioles recalled RHP Evan Phillips from Norfolk Tides. 

Baltimore Orioles recalled LHP Donnie Hart from Norfolk Tides. 

Atlanta Braves activated RHP Arodys Vizcaino from the 60-day disabled list. 

  

 


