
 

Atlanta Braves Clippings 

Sunday, June 26, 2016 

Braves.com 

Braves fall in 11 despite Teheran's dominance 

By Mark Bowman and Anthony DiComo / MLB.com | 12:49 AM ET  

ATLANTA -- Julio Teheran and Jacob deGrom waged an impressive pitching battle and maintained their status as two of baseball's most unfortunate 
pitchers in terms of run support. Once they exited on Saturday night at Turner Field, Kelly Johnson damaged his former team with a pinch-hit home 
run that provided the Mets a 1-0, 11-inning win over the Braves. 

Johnson, who spent this season's first two months with the Braves, opened the 11th inning with a home run off Dario Alvarez. The solo shot 
provided the Mets their fourth win in their past five games and ended a 23 2/3-inning scoreless streak for Atlanta's bullpen. 

"You get excited coming here to play," Johnson said. "Any time you're playing against a former team, you get a little extra pep in your step. You like 
to go and prove yourself." 

Coming off the one-hit shutout he tossed at Citi Field on Sunday, Teheran limited the Mets to five hits over eight scoreless innings. The Braves 
right-hander has completed a career-best 23 consecutive scoreless innings over his past three starts and 24 consecutive scoreless innings against 
the Mets within a three-start span that dates back to last year. 

deGrom proved every bit as impressive as he scattered seven hits and did not allow a run over a season-high eight innings. The Mets have not 
scored a run while deGrom has been in the game within any of his past three starts. They have provided him a total of two runs of support over his 
past five starts. 

"I'm on Julio's side, but both [starting pitchers] were impressive tonight," Braves center fielder Ender Inciarte said. "So, you can see when a game 
goes zero-zero through the 10th inning, it's because two starters are dealing." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Deep and gone: It was an ex-Met against an ex-Brave when Johnson stepped to the plate against Alvarez to lead off the 11th. Less than three 
weeks after they traded him to the Mets for the second time in a calendar year, Johnson burned his old team with a line-drive homer to right. All 
three of the left-handed Johnson's homers this season have come off lefty pitchers. 

"I felt like it was going to be out, I did," Johnson said. "When I saw it hit the top of the wall I was a little bit humbled. That's a big gap out there." 

Missed opportunity: The Braves grounded into three double plays within the first four innings and were unable to capitalize after notching three 
singles against deGrom in the sixth. Teheran recorded the first of these three singles, but he was held at third base when Nick Markakis drilled a 
two-out single to left field. Adonis Garcia followed with an inning-ending groundout. 

"That's a good call," Braves manager Brian Snitker said of third base coach Bo Porter's decision to hold Teheran. "You can't run that guy into an out 
right there. You've just got to hope you can get a big hit with the next guy. And then shoot, Adonis smokes a ball down the line. We just couldn't 
scratch one over." 

Scoreless, but unsupported: Striking out seven and inducing three consecutive inning-ending double plays, deGrom was as sharp as he's been all 
season. But the Mets gave him his usual run support: next to nothing. They have gone 21 consecutive innings without scoring a run while deGrom 
has been in the game, and have plated a total of two for him over his last 35 innings. He has not won since April 30 despite a 2.25 ERA over his last 
six starts. 

"The mindset stays the same," deGrom said. "Go out there and continue to try to put up zeros."   

Looking like an ace: As Teheran has posted a 1.72 ERA over his past 13 starts, he has steadily strengthened the argument that he should still be 
considered a top-flight pitcher. The Braves' right-hander hit Curtis Granderson's with a 1-2 slider in the third inning and two batters later allowed a 
single Yoenis Cespedes. But Cespedes was thrown out attempting to take second by third baseman Adonis Garcia, who took a throw from Inciarate 
in center. Neil Walker followed with a flyout that began a streak in which Teheran retired 16 of the final 17 batters he faced. 
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"I didn't feel like I needed to change anything," Teheran said. "Obviously after you throw a one-hit shutout, you don't want to put anything else in 
your head. You just come in thinking if you have to make adjustments, you make adjustments. I'm just trying to compete every time."  

QUOTABLE 
"The thing about me is when I get told to do something and I don't do it to help the team, I get a little bit upset about it. … It's not a good feeling." -
- Mets outfielder Alejandro De Aza, who popped into a bunt double play in part because he slammed his bat to the ground instead of sprinting to 
first base in the top of the 10th (De Aza is batting .169) 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
Teheran has gone 3-for-4 against Mets pitchers this year and limited Mets hitters to six hits in 56 at-bats. 

WHAT'S NEXT 
Mets: Brandon Nimmo, the Mets' No. 4 prospect, should make his debut in the starting lineup in Sunday's series finale at Turner Field against the 
Braves at 1:35 p.m. ET. The Mets called up Nimmo prior to Saturday's game, optioning fellow outfielder Michael Conforto to Triple-A Las Vegas. 
Nimmo will play behind starting pitcher Bartolo Colon, 20 years his senior. 

Braves: Atlanta will counter with Bud Norris in the series finale against the Mets on Sunday. Norris has allowed two earned runs or less in three of 
the four starts he has made since being placed back in the Braves' rotation. 

 

'Nasty' Teheran extends excellence against Mets 

Right-hander's scoreless streak vs. NY reaches 24 innings 

By Pat James / MLB.com | 12:40 AM ET  

ATLANTA -- On the heels of a one-hitter last Sunday, Julio Teheran entered Saturday's rematch against the Mets and Jacob deGrom with the same 
plan. 

And once again, the right-hander executed it to near perfection. 

While receiving zero runs from his offense, Teheran yielded only five hits and struck out seven batters over eight innings in the Braves' 1-0, 11-
inning loss to the Mets. 

"Just to follow it up with one darn near as good as the one before, it's hard," Braves manager Brian Snitker said. "It's really hard, and it just shows 
you what kind of roll he's on." 

Since surrendering a three-run home run to Cincinnati's Jay Bruce on June 14, Teheran has tossed a career-best 23 consecutive scoreless innings. 
The run is the longest active streak in the National League and the longest by an Atlanta starter in a single season since Paul Maholm pitched 25 1/3 
scoreless innings in 2013. 

The right-hander's string of success against New York has been almost as impressive, as he hasn't allowed a run against the Mets in his past 24 
innings against them dating back to June 21, 2015. 

"I don't think about stats or about numbers," said Teheran when asked about his recent dominance of New York. "It's just every time I get to pitch, 
I get my plan and compete like I always do every five days. That's the kind of mindset I want to have." 

The 25-year-old looked almost as imposing on the mound on Saturday as he did just six days ago at Citi Field. After surrendering a one-out single 
to Yoenis Cespedes in the third, Teheran retired 15 straight batters before giving up a single to Curtis Granderson in the eighth. 

"From center, I see he's pretty nasty," Ender Inciarte said. "I don't want to be in the box against Julio because he's throwing pitches that you have a 
90 percent chance of not hitting. 

"Julio was dealing the whole game, and you could see it with the way [the Mets] were looking." 

Teheran's ERA now stands at 1.61 over his past 12 starts. In his 16 outings this year, he's surrendered two or fewer earned runs on 10 separate 
occasions. 

But for the 12th time this year, the Braves scored less than two runs on Saturday with their ace on the mound. Teheran has now received just 23 
runs of support in his past 12 games, resulting in a 3-5 record during that span. 

Although his record doesn't show his effectiveness, it hasn't prevented Teheran from being mentioned as one of the best pitchers who could be 
moved before the non-waiver Trade Deadline. But the right-hander hasn't let those talks distract him. 

"I don't think about it, but I hear about it because there are a lot of comments," Teheran said. "I just focus on what I've been doing because this is 
the best I've been feeling during my career." 
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Braves agree with top Draft pick Anderson 

By Mark Bowman / MLB.com | @mlbbowman | June 25th, 2016  

ATLANTA -- A little more than two weeks after taking Ian Anderson with the third overall selection in the MLB Draft, the Braves welcomed the 
highly-touted right-handed pitcher to Turner Field on Saturday to spend some pregame time with Atlanta's Major Leaguers and to sign his first 
professional contract. 
  
According to MLB.com's Jim Callis, Anderson agreed to a $4 million signing bonus. The young right-hander's willingness to sign for $2.5 million less 
than the figure slotted for the third overall selection helped give the Braves the financial flexibility they needed to also select two other highly-
regarded high school pitchers -- Joey Wentz and Kyle Muller -- while staying within the boundaries of their salary bonus pool. 

"Any time you can get three prep pitchers [within the first 44 selections], it's pretty impressive," Anderson said. "To do anything I could to help that 
out and still sign for what was going to help me out was huge." 

The Braves have signed 32 of their Draft picks, including each of their first 10 and 27 of their first 30. Ninth-round selection Tyler Neslony could 
soon join this list. Neslony and his Texas Tech teammates were eliminated from the College World Series earlier this week. 

Braves scouting director Brian Bridges began targeting Anderson, Wentz and Muller as they played last summer on a Tournament of Stars team 
that helped determine who would be a part of Team USA. Bridges never envisioned being able to land each of these three talented pitchers, who 
all ranked among MLB.com's Top 25 available prospects leading into this year's Draft. 
  
But once Anderson was willing to sign under-slot, the Braves began devising the plan that ultimately enabled them to provide over-slot contracts to 
both Wentz, who was taken with the 40th overall selection and Muller, who was taken with the 44th overall selection. 

"They're imposing kids," Anderson said. "They're both 6-foot-5 and 220 [pounds]. But they're great kids and great pitchers. I'm looking forward to 
bonding with them." 

Anderson was not permitted to sign until he graduated from Shenendehowa (N.Y.) High School on Thursday. Now the 18-year-old hurler will travel 
to the Braves' Spring Training complex on Sunday to be reunited with Wentz and Muller, both of whom will also begin their pro careers with the 
Gulf Coast League Braves. 

"I know they're rebuilding and I know they're doing it the right way," Anderson said. "[General manager John Coppolella] and Bridges said, 'We're 
going to do this the right way,' and that they wanted me to be a big part of it. So, I'm looking forward to it." 

Bridges used Mike Mussina as a comp for Anderson, who has a fastball that rests between 91-95 mph and good command of both his changeup 
and curveball. The 6-foot-3, 175-pound hurler recorded 16 strikeouts in a playoff game and then tossed seven scoreless innings to secure a state 
championship on June 11. 

"I think pitching is a lost art," Bridges said. "A lot of kids throw for the radar gun and they don't learn the art of pitching. If you do learn the art and 
you have stuff, the road can be a lot shorter to the Major Leagues. There are humps in the road and things they have to go through. But this kid 
does have a head start with his ability to throw strikes." 

 

Struggling Blair optioned, Marksberry recalled 

Right-hander posted 7.99 ERA over first 11 career starts 

By Pat James / MLB.com | June 25th, 2016  

ATLANTA -- After Aaron Blair surrendered eight runs against the Mets on Friday, the Braves optioned the right-hander to Triple-A Gwinnett on 
Saturday and recalled Matt Marksberry. 

Blair entered the season as Atlanta's No. 4 prospect, according to MLBPipeline.com, but has struggled in his first 11 career starts, going 0-5 with a 
7.99 ERA. He's the first Braves starter to lose the first five decisions of his career since Don Collins lost five straight to open the 1977 season. 

"I think it's just a point where I think he needs to maybe step out of the fray a little bit," Atlanta manager Brian Snitker said. "I told him, 'Sometimes 
you've got to take a step back to take two steps forward.' 

"After experiencing everything he had, I think you can become a really good self-evaluator when you're down there. … I think he'll know more 
about what he needs to do, and I think he'll be all the better for it." 

Blair made his Major League debut on April 24 against the Mets. The 24-year-old recorded a 7.59 ERA in his first five starts before being optioned 
back to Triple-A on May 18, a day removed from allowing nine runs in 1 1/3 innings against the Pirates. 
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The Braves demoted Blair with the intention of letting him improve his fastball command, but his stay in Gwinnett was short-lived. He pitched 
three innings on May 21 before returning to Atlanta's rotation on May 28. 

Since being recalled from Triple-A, the right-hander has posted an 8.28 ERA (27 earned runs in 29 1/3 innings pitched) across six starts. This time 
down, the team hopes he'll have a better opportunity to take advantage of his time in Gwinnett. 

"I don't know how long it takes to get himself back going to where we think he should be and where we want him to be," Snitker said. "I told him, 
'You're a big part of what we've got going forward, and it's not like we're giving up on you. We're trying to help you and do the right thing for you 
right now, what's best for Aaron Blair and not the Atlanta Braves.'" 

Snitker said before Saturday's game against the Mets that the team will take a day-to-day approach on announcing who will replace Blair in the 
rotation until Mike Foltynewicz returns from the disabled list. 

Joel De La Cruz could be an option to receive the start on Wednesday against the Indians. The right-hander's ERA stands at 2.16 over his past four 
appearances (three starts) in Gwinnett. 

Marksberry will be making his second stint with the Braves this year. He allowed one hit and one earned run in two-thirds of an inning against the 
Mets on April 23. The left-hander had a 2-2 record and a 2.84 ERA in 20 games with Gwinnett. 

 

Colon looks to rebound from injury in finale vs. Braves 

By Pat James / MLB.com | June 25th, 2016  

Bartolo Colon, coming off the shortest start of his 19-year career after being struck by a comebacker, will look to last longer when the Mets and 
Braves conclude a four-game series on Sunday at Turner Field. 

Colon left Tuesday's start against the Royals after only one-third of an inning with a right thumb contusion. Entering that outing against Kansas City, 
the Mets' veteran right-hander had been on a roll, posting a 1.93 ERA in his past five starts. Much of his success during that span stemmed from 
keeping the ball in the zone, as he surrendered only four walks. 

Colon has issued only 10 walks in 12 starts vs. the Braves, against whom he's 9-2 in his career. 

Bud Norris will take the mound for Atlanta. He hasn't found the same sort of success as has Colon against his opponent, going 1-3 against New York 
during his career, but he has also excelled recently. 

Since rejoining the Braves' rotation on June 4, Norris has posted a 2.82 ERA and held opposing hitters to a .210 batting average across four starts. 
The team has won three of those contests. 

Things to know about this game 

• Four different Braves have at least 24 career at-bats against Colon, and Freddie Freeman is the one who's found the most success vs. the right-
hander, batting .417 (10-for-24) with four doubles. 

• James Loney has been on a tear at the plate, and the Mets first baseman will look to continue his hot hitting against Norris, who he's batted .583 
(14-for-24) against during his career. 

• Colon's 2.44 ERA vs. Atlanta is his second-lowest against any team. He's thrived at Turner Field, where he's 5-0 with a 1.56 ERA in five starts. 

 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Teheran dominant again, but KJ homer in 11th beats Braves 

By David O'Brien - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

There have plenty of Braves and Mets swapping teams via trade or waivers over the past several years, and the tangled web produced a most 
unwelcome outcome for the Braves on Friday night. 

Braves reliever Dario Alvarez gave up a decisive pinch-hit home run by Kelly Johnson in the 11th inning for a 1-0 Mets win at Turner Field, the 
Braves’ third loss in four games since a six-game winning streak. 

The Braves claimed Alvarez off waivers from the Mets on May 25, and traded Johnson to the Mets on June 8. 
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“Alvy just got one up that kind of flattened out for him. But Kelly’s a pro,” Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. “He’s been doing this a long 
time, and that’s why people want him and why we wanted him, because he’s a professional hitter. That’s a real good at-bat, he got one pitch up 
and he made him pay for it.” 

With two on and one out in the Braves’ 11th, Nick Markakis hit a hard grounder back to Mets closer Jeurys Familia, who fielded it and threw to 
second to start a game-ending double play. 

Until that interesting turn of events in the 11th, the game had been all about a pitching matchup of Julio Teheran vs. Jacob deGrom. It was a one-
sided last weekend when only Teheran dominated in New York, but the pitcher’s duel was in full effect on a steamy night in downtown Atlanta. 

Teheran allowed five hits and no walks with seven strikeouts in eight innings, extending his scoreless-innings streak to a career-best 23, the longest 
active streak in the National League. He’s the first Braves pitcher to have consecutive starts with at least eight scoreless innings since Tim Hudson in 
August 2010. 

He has a 1.61 ERA in his past 12 starts but only a 3-5 record in that span, as the Braves two runs or fewer while Teheran was in nine of those games 
including one or no runs while he was in six. 

The subject of increasing trade rumors — the trade possibility hasn’t been entirely dismissed by the Braves — Teheran said he’s remained focused 
on his performance despite what’s been said about the Red Sox and other teams pursuing him. 

“This is the best I’ve felt in my career,” said Teheran, who also had two singles for his sixth career two-hit game and second this month “Every time 
I go out there I just try to do my job and forget about any comments being made.” 

He was almost as good as he’d been in his one-hit shutout six days earlier at Citi Field, and this time deGrom kept up with him for most of the night 
before the bullpens took over. 

“Both of them were impressive tonight,” said Braves center fielder Ender Inciarte, who had two hits and a walk in four plate appearances against 
deGrom. “When a game goes zero-zero until the 10th or 11th inning, it’s because two starters were dealing.” 

The homer off Alvarez was the first run allowed by the right-hander in five appearances since he was called up from Triple-A Gwinnett, and 
snapped a streak of 23 2/3 scoreless innings by Braves relievers. 

Johnson has hit .310 with two homers in 33 plate appearances over 12 games for the Mets, after hitting .215 with one homer in 132 PAs (49 games) 
for the Braves. The Braves traded him for pitching prospect Akeel Morris. 

DeGrom, after allowing five hits and three runs in six innings of the Braves’ 6-0 win Sunday at Queens, gave up seven hits and a walk with six 
strikeouts in eight innings Saturday and worked out of a jam in the sixth when the Braves got three hits and left the bases loaded. 

Teheran hasn’t allowed a run since Jay Bruce’s three-run homer June 14 against the Reds, and in his past two starts, both against the Mets, he’s 
surrendered six hits with no walks and 15 strikeouts in 17 innings. 

He also has a streak of 24 consecutive scoreless innings over three starts against the Mets, who’ve totaled seven hits and two walks in those three 
games. 

“Another great outing,” Snitker said of Teheran. “He just battled hard from the first pitch to the last one. He swung the bat, did everything. It’s just 
a shame we couldn’t score a run for him…. To face a team (twice in a row) and follow it up with one darn near as good as the one before, it’s hard. 
It’s really hard. It just goes to show you what kind of roll he’s on.” 

After giving up four hits in the first three innings, Teheran retired 15 straight Mets between Yoenis Cespedes’ one-out single in the third and Curtis 
Granderson’s one-out single in the eighth. Cespedes was out trying to stretch his hit into a double. 

The Braves failed to score after loading the bases on three hits in the sixth, beginning with Teheran’s leadoff hit. Garcia’s sharp one-hopper with 
bases loaded was right at third baseman Wilmer Flores, who stepped on the base to end the inning. 

The Braves had a couple of chances to score in that sixth inning. After Freddie Freeman struck out with two on and two out, Nick Markakis singled 
to shallow left field — not deep enough for third-base coach Bo Porter to send Teheran. 

 

Teheran finding dominant groove in 2016 

By Jaylon Thompson - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Braves pitcher Julio Teheran has been dominant this season. 

The 25-year-old starter entered Saturday’s game 3-7 with a 2.66 ERA and has been dealing over his last couple of starts, which included a one-hit 
shutout of the New York Mets on June 19. 
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The trend continued on Saturday in a high profile matchup against young ace Jacob deGrom. 

Teheran held his own and tossed eight innings and didn’t allow a run. He also had seven strikeouts and extended his scoreless streak to a career-
high 23 innings. 

“This is the best that I have been feeling in my career and I every time I go out there, I try to do my job,” he said. “You just got to keep that mindset 
and forget about whatever rumors are around.” 

Those rumors have been trade requests from other teams. There were scouts in attendance to see him pitch. One of those teams were believed to 
be the Boston Red Sox, who have been scouting Teheran heavily of late. 

However, Teheran doesn’t acknowledge the rumors. He is more concerned on helping the get better as a unit. 

“I don’t think about it,” he said. “Obviously there are a lot of comments around but I just try to focus on what I have been doing.” 

Teheran’s strong play has impressed his teammates. Centerfielder Ender Inciarte categorized his pitching as nearly impossible to hit from his 
vantage point. 

“From center I see that he is pretty nasty,” Inciarte said. “He is throwing pitches that have a 90 percent chance of not hitting them. Julio was 
dealing the whole game and you could see it with the way they (Mets batters) were looking.” 

In his last 22 starts, since September of 2015, Teheran has held opponents to a .195 batting average and registered a 2.23 ERA during that span. 

However, he hasn’t found the run support from his offense. Teheran came into Saturday receiving 2.94 runs of support per nine innings. That 
wasn’t helped with the Braves offense not scoring against the Mets. As a result, he hasn’t won at Turner Field this season. 

“I don’t think about stats,” he said. “I don’t think about numbers. Every time I get to pitch every five days I want to compete. It is the kind of 
mindset that I want to have.” 

Braves interim manager Brian Snitker was impressed with his performance. Yet, he knows the offense needs to step up. 

“It was another great outing,” he said. “He battled hard from the first pitch to the last out. He swung the bat and did everything. It is as shame we 
couldn’t score runs for him.” 

He hopes the team can turn it around and grab a series split tomorrow. The Braves are 25-49 on the season. 

“It’s tough,” Snitker said. “We have been resilient before and we will get a good night sleep and be back at it tomorrow. It is just one of those 
things. The guys played a heck of a game.” 

 

After Braves offer snafu, Josh Anthony headed to Auburn 

By David O'Brien - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

In a Braves draft that has been an otherwise praised, promising and adroitly run, Josh Anthony is the pick they probably wish they could do over. 
The attempted signing part, that is. 

They picked the junior college All-America third baseman in the 16th round, but the Braves’ initial offer to Anthony wasn’t enough to turn down a 
scholarship to Auburn. But after telling Auburn last week that he was coming to play there, Anthony changed his mind when the Braves raised their 
initial offer. 

A day after telling Auburn he as coming to play on the plains, he called back Thursday and said he’d changed his mind after the Braves raised their 
offer. The Columbus, Ga., native told the Montgomery Advertiser that the Braves’ improved offer included a bonus well above slot value for a 16th-
round pick as well as any future college costs if he didn’t eventually make it to the major leagues. 

But a day after they made the increased offer to Anthony, the Braves told him they made a mistake and couldn’t offer that much, because it would 
put them too far over their signing-bonus pool allotment and right up against or over a limit that would trigger a 75-percent overage tax and cost 
them a future first-round pick. 

There was never a deal signed, and Anthony is again headed to Auburn. He said on Twitter that he’s headed to play in the SEC for a year. 

“I kind of jumped the gun, and we’ll leave it at that,” Braves scouting director Brian Bridges said. “It was wishful thinking on my part, and I tried to 
make a decision that wasn’t…. It just didn’t work. And he’s a great kid. I wish it would have worked.” 

As a juco sophomore at Western Oklahoma State, Anthony hit .444 with 25 homers, 84 RBIs and 49 stolen bases in 65 games 
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Bridges explained that he thought the Braves had more money left under the allotment limit to sign Anthony without triggering the penalties. 
Telling the player that such a mistake was made is obviously not something a team ever wants to do. 

“I thought without calculating that I had more money than I did, bottom line,” Bridges said. “It has nothing to do with the kid.” 

 

Braves Norris rebounds since returning to starting rotation 

By Jaylon Thompson - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

It has been a long road for Braves pitcher Bud Norris. 

After spending the couple of seasons bouncing around between the San Diego Padres and Baltimore Orioles, Norris signed a contract with the 
Braves as a free agent this offseason. 

His role was to be a veteran leader and to occupy a spot in the starting rotation. It was believed he could also provide innings behind ace pitcher 
Julio Teheran. 

However, it didn’t start off well for him. 

In his first five starts, Norris struggled to find a rhythm. His numbers weren’t pretty as he went 1-4 with an 8.74 ERA in five starts. 

The Braves decided to ultimately move him into the bullpen. The move wasn’t easy but it provided Norris with an opportunity to work on his 
mechanics. He got with pitching coach Roger McDowell and focused on his posture on the mound. 

“For me, it was mechanical,” Norris said. “I had to stay a little bit over the rubber. I was being too quick as far as getting down the mound and that 
affected my directional line. With that, all your pitches come out of the same spot and I wanted to add a little more deception.” 

Norris subtle fix to his mechanics has turned his season around. He was re-inserted to the starting rotation after an injury to pitcher Mike 
Foltynewicz. 

Foltynewicz went on the disabled list with elbow soreness. He couldn’t make his June 4 start against the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

So, Norris filled in as the spot starter. 

He went five innings and allowed one run. The start impressed Braves interim manager Brian Snitker and he has rolled with him as the No. 2 starter 
in the rotation. 

“He just been really solid ever since he took that start in Los Angeles a few weeks ago,” Snitker said. “He has been a go-to guy and pitched a lot of 
innings. He also has stretched a lot of games out for us when we really needed him too.” 

Norris says that his mechanics isn’t the only reason for his success. A meeting with catchers AJ Pierzynski and Tyler Flowers have helped him as 
well. 

“They reassured me to trust the game that they were calling,” he said. “I did and it has really worked out well for both of us. I’m glad that we got 
rolling with both of those guys and I feel confident with both of them back there.” 

The catchers wanted him to focus only on the game. The understood it was a tough adjustment to re-enter the rotation after being in the bullpen. 
So, they aimed to make it easier on him. 

“I think all of us have continued to be positive and help him keep a positive mindset,” Flowers said. “It is so much frustration in this game no matter 
what you are doing.” 

One of the things the catchers did was help Norris with the scouting reports of opposing hitters. They came up with a strategy to help him calm 
down and not overthink the game. 

“You can overdue scouting reports at times and even in the head of battle you might overthink a certain pitch or situation,” Norris said. “These 
guys do their homework and know both sides of the ball.” 

In his last four starts, Norris has been consistent on the mound. He is 1-1 and lowered his ERA down to 4.69. In that span, Norris has given up 17 
hits, but has three consecutive games of six or more strikeouts. 

He hopes to build on that success for the remainder of the season. He said he has the confidence to continue to battle for his team. 

“You got to go out there and can’t dwell on it for too long,” he said. “You really got to get it out of the system quickly and know you got to get back 
out there and put up more zeroes.” 



Norris next start will be on Sunday afternoon against the New York Mets in the final game of a four-game series. 

 

Braves sign top draft pick Anderson for $4 million 

By David O'Brien - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Ian Anderson knew he was going to sign with the Braves when they made him the No. 3 overall pick in the June 9 draft, but the waiting and 
anticipating made it that much more exciting before he could finally put pen to contract and get his career started. 

Because his high school in upstate New York was in session later than most, Anderson had to wait two weeks until his Thursday graduation before 
he could officially sign. He came with his parents to Atlanta on signed his contract Saturday. Next stop: Orlando and the Gulf Coast rookie league, 
which just started play. 

“Just knowing I was going to have to wait until after I graduated, it kind of made this more exciting,” he said, sitting in the Braves dugout on a 
steamy hot Saturday afternoon. “It’s been kind of building a little bit.” 

With many of the Braves’ top picks already signed and working out together in Florida since the week after the draft, Anderson, who turned 18 in 
June, didn’t mind at all going straight from graduation to work. 

“I was definitely anxious to walk across the stage and get down here and get things going,” said Anderson, who signed for $4 million, about $2.5 
million below the suggested slot value of $6,510,800. “Just knowing they (other signees) might be getting a little bit of a head start, I’m happy to go 
down.” 

Some draft experts had all three of the Braves’ first picks, Anderson and high school lefties Joey Wentz (No. 40 pick) and Gatorade national player 
of the year Joey Muller (No. 44), ranked among the top 20 overall prospects, with Anderson rated as high as seventh by ESPN’s Keith Law. 

The Braves took him sooner than mock drafts had projected Anderson would go, part of their plan to sign Anderson to below-slot value and use the 
extra funds permitted in their slot pool to sign Wentz ($3.05 million) and Muller ($2.5 million) to higher bonuses than their slot values. 

“When this opportunity came up (No. 3) it was definitely kind of hard to pass up,” said Anderson, who didn’t hesitate in making his decision to sign. 

As for his part in the Braves’ plan that enabled them to sign three top-20 caliber prospects, Anderson said, “Any time you can get three prep 
pitchers in the first three picks, it’s pretty impressive. And to do anything I could to help that out and still have a chance to sign for (the amount he 
received)…that’s huge.” 

The amount the Braves spent over slot for Wentz and Muller works out to roughly the same amount they paid under slot for Anderson. That’s 
important because it allows the Braves to sign all of their picks from the first 10 rounds without exceeding their total allocated slot pool by more 
than 5 percent, in which case they would lose a future first-round draft pick and pay a 75-percent tax on the amount over the pool. 

Picks made after the first 10 rounds count against the pool only if the bonuses exceeed $100,000. 

The Braves have signed all of their top 10 draft picks and 27 of their first 32. 

Anderson, who’s 6 feet 3 and 175 pounds, features a low-90s fastball that can he can crank up to 95-96 mph, an outstanding changeup and a good 
curveball. He was teammates briefly with Wentz and Muller at last summer’s Tournament of Stars in conjunction with USA Baseball. 

“They’re imposing,” Anderson said. “They’re both, like, 6-5, 220. They’re great kids, great pitchers, and I’m looking forward to kind of bonding with 
them and hopefully coming up with them together.” 

 

Braves Marksberry eyes bullpen opportunity 

By Jaylon Thompson - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Braves pitcher Matt Marksberry is no stranger to Turner Field. 

So, it came to no surprise when he was called up from Triple-A Gwinnett on Saturday to replace pitcher Aaron Blair. 

“It is a great feeling and the opportunity is always good to come and help the team out,” Marksberry said on Saturday. 

Blair was sent down after posting a 10.22 ERA in his last eight starts. He also surrendered eight home runs and 20 walks in his last 34 1/3 innings. 

“As far as Aaron (Blair) goes, I told him sometime you got to step out of the fray a little bit to take a step back to take two steps forward. After 
experiencing everything that he has, I think he can become a really good self-evaluator when he is down there.” 

http://www.myajc.com/staff/david-obrien/


Marksberry has played with the Braves this season. He pitched in one game on May 23 against the New York Mets. He gave up a run and recorded 
a strikeout in his one inning of work. 

Since his last appearance, He has used his time in Gwinnett wisely. The left-handed pitcher has worked on his mechanics and has found more 
confidence in his breaking ball. 

“It has been just able to throw it behind in counts when I want to and to have it as a good put away pitch when I need to.” 

Marksberry has also worked on being more precise in his delivery. In Gwinnett, he owns a 2.84 ERA and has allowed only eight runs all season. He 
hopes to continue that success in Atlanta. 

“I have been a little more consistent in my fastball command and working on my off-speed a little more,” he said. “I have been getting ready to get 
lefties out.” 

Against lefties, he was limiting opposing hitters to a .213 batting average at Triple-A. In the month of June, he was more effective. He allowed four 
extra-base hits and only three runs have been scored against him. 

His ability to get lefties out has intrigued to Braves interim manager Brian Snitker. He has decided to put him in the rotation of lefties that the 
Braves now have. Marksberry makes the fourth left-hander in the bullpen. 

“I have confidence in all those guys to be able (to pitch one or two innings) to do that,” Snitker said. “Left, right or whatever, the guys that we have 
shown the ability to pitch against right-handers and left-handers and you need them to do that.” 

Marksberry could have his chance against the Mets this weekend. He says that he will be ready in case his number is called. 

“Everybody is going to get the little butterflies,” he said. “I don’t think there is a guy pitching that doesn’t get jacked up when their name gets 
called. I have been there and I know I can do it. It is one of those things where I just have to stay calm.” 

 

Surprise! Braves traffic ‘plan’ sticks it to neighbors 

By Bill Torpy - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

On game days, much of the traffic headed to the new Braves stadium in Cobb County will be crawling over Fulton County roads to get there. 

Everyone has known this since the Braves and Cobb announced their union in late 2013. 

So I was surprised at Sandy Springs officials’ surprise last week when Cobb’s transportation guy showed up at their meeting and said Cobb wanted 
to send Braves traffic their way. 

The plan would have signs diverting westbound traffic off I-285 at the New Northside Drive exit, which happens to be the last exit before Cobb. 
Traffic would then be sent west toward the Braves on a two-lane access road. 

A writer for the Reporter Newspapers, who attended the meeting, said Sandy Springs Mayor Rusty Paul was “visibly angry,” complaining that Cobb 
leaders had blown him off when he called to talk traffic. 

“This was our nightmare,” he growled. (Mine is arriving for an algebra test I didn’t study for — in my underwear.) 

Cobb’s transportation guy, taken aback, responded that fans would be coming that way anyway. Drivers are always looking for a shortcut that will 
save a few minutes. That’s why half of metro Atlanta streets have speed humps with residents standing on curbs shouting “Slow down!” at cut-
through traffic. 

But while Sandy Springs pols’ surprise was overstated, and I suspect, a bit theatrical, I do understand their anger. Cobb has a way of being 
imperious, of cooking up plots and then dropping them in your lap, saying “This is how it’s gonna be.” 

Traffic feuds between Cobb and what is now the city of Sandy Springs are not new. In fact, bullets once flew. Really. 

Back in the mid-1990s, Cobb widened Johnson Ferry Road on its side of the Chattahoochee River to six lanes and urged Fulton County to do the 
same. Fulton (what is now Sandy Springs was then unincorporated Fulton) refused, not wanting to become Cobb’s commuting corridor. 

In fact, Fulton’s then-traffic chief, Nayef Haddad, cut the green light for incoming traffic from 2 minutes to 50 seconds, creating massive tie-ups on 
Cobb’s side of the river. 

 “It’s only 20 minutes more than they used to wait,” Haddad wryly told the AJC. 

Finally, in 1997, someone fired a couple large-caliber bullets into the traffic control box in violent protest. 

http://www.myajc.com/staff/bill-torpy/


Cobb’s then-Commission Chairman Bill Byrne recalls that his county transferred $35 million in fed money earmarked for Cobb to widen roads 
on Fulton’s side. But Fulton would not go along with it, he said, adding that Cobb drivers are still suffering. 

The bridge has since been widened to six lanes, although Sandy Springs’ roads are four lanes with bike lanes and overly wide sidewalks. It was as if 
Sandy Springs embraced the so-called “smart-streets” concept to stick it to Cobb, daring their residents to don Spandex and start commuting by 
bike. Or walking. 

But back to the present: Sandy Springs residents near the Braves’ park are not happy. They already suffer gridlock, and fans queuing up on Sandy 
Springs’ asphalt won’t make their lives any better. 

“Cobb County is exporting their troubles,” said Julio Vaszquez, a retired accountant living not far from the off-ramp. “It is going to be a nightmare.” 

D.J. DeLong, a resident involved in numerous issues, said, “This is a shared, regional problem brought on by the Cobb/Braves project. Cobb County 
should be asking how they can help.” 

He thinks shuttling fans in buses is the best near-term solution. But he hasn’t heard many solid plans, adding half in jest: “Those of us living on the 
west side of Sandy Springs are asking ourselves if we should be paving over the front yard for parking spaces and running a VIP shuttle service to 
the games?” 

Sandy Springs resident Larry Young closed his business office not far from the new park partly because of increased traffic. 

“It doesn’t surprise me, we’ve been expecting this,” he said. “But I’m flabbergasted by how little thought has gone into this.” 

Mayor Paul leaned back from his initial outrage and met last week with Cobb’s Chairman Tim Lee, the fellow who cooked up the Braves deal and is 
fighting for his political survival in a runoff with Mike Boyce next month. 

As the week ended, a letter surfaced that Paul wrote the Braves two years ago. In it, he outlined several capital improvement projects to help ease 
traffic, including a new half interchange near the stadium. 

Also in the mayor’s letter was a recommendation to put up signs on I-285 and even to use the same access road that Cobb suggested to use to 
move fans toward the park. 

Paul wrote me late Friday to say he did mention signs and the access road in the 2014 letter but not in the sense that Cobb recently proposed 
them. 

He said he was recommending that a “slip ramp” be built to connect exiting drivers straight to the access road, rather than dumping them onto the 
confusing maze of roads at the exit. That would create a mess, he said. 

So, Sandy Springs pols can now shake off their surprise and work to help Cobb figure out a way to get their fans to their new ballpark. 

 

Fox Sports 

Ian Anderson signing finalizes Braves' draft-day pitching coup 

By Zach Dillard 

Two weeks ago, Braves signee Kyle Muller set the stage for his reunion with former USA Baseball's Tournament of Stars counterparts Ian Anderson 
and Joey Wentz in Atlanta's farm system: "I feel like we're gonna pick up right where we left off." 

With Anderson, the franchise's top pick in the 2016 draft, agreeing to terms and heading to the Gulf Coast League on Sunday, the Braves' newest 
and youngest pitching trifecta is officially in place. 

Atlanta's front office eschewed positional needs in favor of high-upside value on draft night — restocking an already overstocked farm system with 
prep arm talent from New York, Kansas and Texas in the first two rounds alone — while simultaneously maneuvering within MLB's bonus pool 
constructs. 

The signing of Anderson at a reported $4 million offered the franchise a $2.5 million discount at No. 3 overall, which it then flipped into over-slot 
financial packages for Wentz and Muller. (Note: Anderson's signing is pending a physical.) In total, the Braves spread approximately $11 million 
across their top four picks, including Cal catcher Brett Cumberland's $1.5 million bonus — the price of acquiring premium talent. 

Scouting director Brian Bridges said the team landed three of the top-20 players on its draft board in Anderson, Wentz and Muller. 

And while there's an impulse to look at Anderson as simply the affordable option with the third overall pick, essentially becoming a vessel to reach 
the Gatorade National Player of the Year (Muller) and the perfect 0.00 ERA out of Kansas (Wentz), Anderson is noteworthy in his own right. The 6-

http://www.foxsports.com/mlb/atlanta-braves-team


foot-3, 170-pound righty does not possess the physical attributes of his new left-handed teammates, but he was the highest-rated pitcher of the 
bunch entering the draft process, possessing advanced command for an 18-year-old and touching 97 with his fastball. Bridges doubled down on the 
expectations with his Mike Mussina comparison on draft night. 

"I say that I took the best pitcher available on the board," Bridges said that evening, lofty praise considering the Braves could have selected any 
amateur pitcher in the country. "We feel like this guy better fits our organization moving forward." 

Anderson finished his prep career with a flurry, leading Shenendehowa High School to a New York state title and posting a perfect 4-0 record 
without allowing a single run in 28 innings pitched. He struck 41 batters over that span. 

Atlanta has now signed each of its top 10 selections and 32 overall. The franchise must avoid exceeding $13,885,385 in total pool money — in other 
words, 5 percent above its given draft bonus pool — or else be penalized by losing its 2017 top pick, an incomprehensible conclusion given that it 
should be another top-five selection, perhaps No. 1 overall. (The Braves pulled their offer to 16th-round pick Josh Anthony to avoid this exact 
situation.) By balancing the expenses on the top four picks with under-slot college seniors in the middle rounds, the talent acquisition budget is 
expected to stay out of the red. 

All told, when Anderson reports to Orlando on Sunday, the Braves are poised to boast the top pitching rotation at the minors' lowest level, if they 
didn't already. Best of luck, GCL hitters. 

 

The Macon Telegraph 

Snitker’s ruckus a welcomed sight 

BY BILL SHANKS 

The game of baseball has changed a lot through the years. We now have clocks in stadiums, with time limits on just about everything. But the 
addition of instant replay the past few years has taken away something most fans loved. 

We no longer have rhubarbs in baseball, when players or managers go off on umpires after a bad or disputed call. The days of close plays at first 
base followed by a manager rushing out of the dugout to get nose-to-nose with an ump are long gone. 

Now all we usually see is managers signaling to umpires to put the headsets on to check with people who will look at 10 different angles to get the 
call right. 

Don’t get me wrong. To know most of the calls are made correctly is a good thing. But it has taken something out of the game that was very 
entertaining — two people screaming and hollering obscenities at each other that usually fire up the crowd and maybe even the team itself. 

When I was a kid, it was always fun watching New York Yankees manager Billy Martin go nuts or even Baltimore’s Earl Weaver put on a show. They 
were legendary for their on-field antics, which sometimes included picking up bases or kicking dirt on the umpires. 

We were lucky to watch the master of baseball ejections with Bobby Cox, the former Atlanta skipper who holds the record for being tossed more 
than any other manager. Cox was thrown out of 158 regular-season games and even three more times in the postseason. 

Cox likely didn’t always think the umpire was dead wrong on a call, and you wonder how many times he believed a little fire might wake up his 
team. Tom Glavine has told a story about how Cox once realized an umpire was squeezing him on ball and strike calls, and within the next inning, 
Cox was tossed for taking up for his pitcher. 

Replay has killed most of that. There’s no longer any reason to argue close plays at a bag. Forget about any argument about whether a ball is 
caught or not. Now, it’s usually taken care of by simply watching the replay. 

This past week we got a blast from the past, as Atlanta interim manager Brian Snitker went ballistic after a horrific replay decision. Emilio Bonifacio 
came home on a sacrifice fly from shallow left field. He was called out, but the replay showed he was safe and that the catcher had blocked home 
plate — something catchers can’t do anymore. 

But some rocket scientist in New York did not change the call. Technically, managers aren’t even supposed to come out for an explanation. But 
Snitker came out of the dugout, and then he went crazy. 

It was great. Snitker’s players loved seeing him take up for them. That was an important play. The Braves would have tied the game if they had 
changed the call, so Snitker threw a tantrum — and rightfully so. 

It wasn’t a surprise that an inning later Adonis Garcia hit a home run to give Atlanta the lead, which it held and won the game. Players said Snitker’s 
scene fired them up. They complimented him for standing up for the team. 

https://twitter.com/grantmcauley/status/746822082319814656


That was great for Snitker, an interim manager who would likely love to stick around for a while. Fans reacted positively to the ruckus, too, thinking 
it had been five-plus years since they have seen an Atlanta manager with a pulse. 

Sometimes it’s just good to see energy from a team, and if the manager has to push the buttons by showing himself in a rhubarb, so be it. 
Truthfully, for a team that hasn’t had many highlights this season, it was rather fun to watch Snitker lose it. He had reason to, but unfortunately it’s 
not something we’ll see much of anymore with replay now the norm. 

 

WXIA-TV (NBC) 

Braves sign 2016 first-round draft pick Ian Anderson 

Alec McQuade, WXIA 

ATLANTA - The Atlanta Braves signed this year's first-round MLB Draft pick Ian Anderson, the team announced Saturday. 

The deal is pending a physical. Anderson is expected to report to the team's facilities in Orlando Sunday. 

Anderson's deal was worth $4 million, according to MLB.com's Jim Callis.  

Anderson was one of several pitchers the Braves drafted earlier this month. 

Anderson, 18, is 6-foot-3, 175 pounds. He graduated from Shenedenhowa High School in Clifton Park, N.Y. Friday. He was committed to play college 
baseball at Vanderbilt prior to signing his contract. 

The 18-year-old throws his fastball up to 95 mph and has a decent slider and change-up, according to MLB Pipeline. 

Anderson was in the MLB Network studios the night of the draft and spoke about joining the Braves. 

"It's exciting," Anderson told MLB Network after getting picked. "You never know where you're going to go." 

The Braves' Director of Scouting Brian Bridges told reporters in Atlanta the team had been following Anderson since immediately after the 2015 
draft. 

"He's very advanced for a 17-year-old," Bridges said citing Anderson's command over his pitches and consistent ability to throw strikes. He added 
that Anderson was very mature for his young age, which was 17 the night of the draft. 

While the Braves didn't take the highest ranked pitcher on the boards, Bridges thinks the Braves got the pitcher that bets fits in the organization. 

"I took the best pitcher on the the board that we felt as an organization, as a scouting department. We feel this guy better fits our organization 
moving forward." 

Anderson mentioned the Braves' future home, SunTrust Park, as something he is excited about as well as the other young prospects in the 
organization. 

"They have a great farm organization," Anderson said. 

After getting drafted, Anderson went on to lead his high school team to its first New York Clas AA State Championship. In the semifinal game earlier 
this month, Anderson threw seven scoreless innings. 

He had been limited this year due to pneumonia. 

In 2015, he was named the Pitcher of the Year by Baseball America and Louisville Slugger. That season he went  6-1 with a 0.66 ERA over 11 
appearances. 

Anderson helped Team USA (U18) win a Gold Medal in the World Cup Championship in Osaka, Japan pitching in four games. 

The Braves selected a high school pitcher as their first pick in the draft for the second consecutive year. Last year, the Braves drafted left-hander 
Kolby Allard who recently made his Single-A debut in Rome. 

The Braves No. 3 overall pick is the highest pick the team has had in the MLB Draft since picking outfielder Mike Kelly in 1991. 

The Braves have signed 32 of their draft selections from this year. Three of them are from Georgia including Matthew Gonzalez from Georgia Tech, 
Matt Rowland from Pope High School and Gabe Howell from Summerville, Georgia. 

 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2016?list=draft


Associated Press 

Kelly Johnson's homer in 11th gives Mets 1-0 win over Braves 

ATLANTA -- Kelly Johnson said he had extra "pep" in his step when he got the chance to play against his former team. 

Johnson also had extra pep in his swing. 

Johnson led off the 11th inning with a pinch-hit homer, sending the New York Mets to a 1-0 victory over the Atlanta Braves on Saturday night. 

Johnson pulled a pitch from Dario Alvarez (1-1) into the first row of the right-field seats for his third homer. 

Johnson began the year with the Braves before he was traded to the Mets on June 8. Alvarez was claimed off waivers from the Mets in late May. 

"You get excited to come in here and play," Johnson said of his return to Turner Field. "Anytime you go against your former team, you have a little 
extra pep in your step and you want to prove yourself." 

Johnson didn't have to prove anything to Braves interim manager Brian Snitker. 

"Kelly's a pro. He's been doing this a long time," Snitker said. "That's why people want him and why we wanted him. Because he's a professional 
hitter and that was a really good at-bat." 

The homer was the first extra-base hit of a game that began as a terrific duel between New York right-hander Jacob deGrom and Atlanta ace Julio 
Teheran. They each threw eight innings. 

Addison Reed (2-2) pitched 1 2/3 scoreless innings for the Mets, who pulled within two games of NL East-leading Washington. 

Jeurys Familia worked the 11th for his majors-leading 26th save in 26 chances. He got Nick Markakis to ground into a double play with runners on 
first and second to end it. 

Teheran extended his career-best string of scoreless innings to 23. He threw a one-hit shutout last Sunday to win in New York, and the Mets were 
still baffled by him at Turner Field. 

"Julio is having a great year," deGrom said. "Watching what he does out there is impressive. That was a tough matchup. I'm just glad I did my part 
to keep it 0-0." 

Teheran gave up five hits, walked none and struck out seven. He recorded 15 consecutive outs before Curtis Granderson singled with two outs in 
the eighth. After a steal, Teheran struck out Asdrubal Cabrera to end the inning. 

DeGrom gave up seven hits and walked one. His streak of winless starts for the Mets reached 10, the longest of his career. 

Before the game, the Mets signed Jose Reyes to a minor league deal, sent slumping outfielder Michael Conforto to Triple-A Las Vegas and called up 
outfielder Brandon Nimmo from the minors. 

Reyes was released by Colorado after he served a 59-day suspension for violating Major League Baseball's domestic violence policy. 

DE AZA'S MISTAKE 

A mental mistake cost the Mets a chance in the 10th. 

Wilmer Flores led off with a bloop single and Matt Reynolds came in to run.Alejandro De Aza tried to bunt and popped it up, but instead of 
immediately running to first, he slammed down his bat in frustration. 

Reliever Jim Johnson, seeing De Aza lingering down the line, let the ball drop before throwing to second to start a double play. The relay to first 
beat De Aza's head-first slide. 

Mets manager Terry Collins called De Aza's blunder "very surprising." 

"The one thing he's known for is how hard he plays," Collins said. 

TRIBUTE 

The Braves wore Atlanta Black Crackers uniforms and the Mets wore Brooklyn Royal Giants uniforms as part of MLB's tribute to the Negro Leagues. 
Former Negro League players, some in wheelchairs, lined the infield for pregame introductions. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 
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Mets: RHP Bartolo Colon has been cleared for Sunday's start in the final game of the four-game series. Colon, 43, threw only four pitches in his last 
start against Kansas City before being forced to leave the game with a bruised right thumb. He was hurt when he was hit by a line drive. 

UP NEXT 

Mets: Colon (6-3, 3.00 ERA) is 9-2 with a 2.44 ERA in 12 career starts against the Braves. 

Braves: RHP Bud Norris (2-7, 4.69 ERA), who has allowed seven earned runs in four starts this month, will make his 10th start of the season. 

 

Mets-Braves preview 

ATLANTA -- When the New York Mets and Atlanta Braves finish their four-game series Sunday at Turner Field, they'll do it without a couple of their 
most highly prized prospects. 

The Mets optioned outfielder Michael Conforto to Triple-A Las Vegas and the Braves optioned right-handed pitcher Aaron Blair to Triple-A 
Gwinnett. Each had been a regular contributor to the team, but both had suffered through a lack of success that threatened to strip away their 
confidence. 

The starting pitchers for the final game of the four-game series features Atlanta right-hander Bud Norris (2-7, 4.69 ERA) against ageless New York 
right-hander Bartolo Colon (6-3, 3.00). New York has won two of the three games in this series. 

Norris has pitched well since returning to the rotation. In his last four games, the veteran is 1-1 with a 2.82 ERA and has pitched at least five innings 
in each start. Norris has appeared in nine games (seven starts) against New York, going 1/3 with a 4.47 ERA in 48 1/3 innings. 

Colon left his last start after throwing four pitches when he was struck in the thumb by a line drive. Colon declared himself fit and able to take his 
regular turn. Colon has been a nemesis to Atlanta, going 9-2 with a 2.44 ERA in 12 career starts against the Braves. 

Much of the talk Saturday night, though, centered around the demotion of Conforto and Blair. 

Conforto, the team's first-round draft pick in 2014, hit .270 with nine home runs in 56 games as a rookie in 2015 and was named to the Topps 
Rookie All-Star team. He started nine games in the postseason and hit three home runs. 

"It's very tough ... upsetting," Conforto said. "I'm not having the success I know I can have." 

Conforto had a great start in April, hitting .365 with four homers and 18 RBI, but has struggled since. He has struggled for a month, going 8-for-75 in 
25 games since May 24. He was 0-for-20 against left-handed pitchers dating to May 14. For the season Conforto was hitting .222 with 10 homers 
and 30 RBI. 

"I know I can play here. I know I've had success," Conforto sad. "I've got to find it again." 

Blair was 3-0 and pitched seven-innings of no-hit ball in his last start at Triple-A Gwinnett before being promoted to Atlanta. He was acquired in a 
preseason trade with Arizona that sent Shelby Miller to the Diamondbacks and was considered to be major league ready. 

Blair was shipped out after allowing eight runs in 4 1/3 innings against the Mets on Friday. Blair (0-5, 7.99) became the first Braves starter to lose 
the first five decisions of his career since Don Collins did it in 1977. 

"He probably needs to take a step back and slow things down," Atlanta manager Brian Snitker said. "He's got a pretty good idea of what he needs 
to do." 

Opposing hitters were batting .305 against Blair, who had 29 strikeouts and 29 walks in 50 2/3 innings. 

"He's not the first guy who has done this," Snitker said "We love the kid and he's going to be a big part of what we're doing here. He just needed to 
take a step back and evaluate where he's at." 

http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/3602/bartolo-colon
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/30369/bud-norris
http://espn.go.com/mlb/team/_/name/nym/new-york-mets
http://espn.go.com/mlb/team/_/name/atl/atlanta-braves
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/33711/michael-conforto
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/33186/aaron-blair
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/30369/bud-norris
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/3602/bartolo-colon
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/30738/shelby-miller

