
‘We have our sights set on something bigger’: Behind the scenes of the Indians’ AL Central-clinching celebration 

Zack Meisel Sep 16, 2018  

CLEVELAND — In the corner of the Indians’ clubhouse, away from the wafts of cigar smoke and the champagne dripping from the ceiling tiles, 

stood a pair of baseball lifers who have plenty of experience participating in baseball’s exaggerated frat parties. 

 
Does the champagne spraying, Budweiser chugging, cigar puffing and teammate ambushing ever become mundane or routine? 

 

“No,” Carlos Baerga told The Athletic, as Sandy Alomar Jr. snapped a selfie beside him. “Every one is different.” 

 

Every individual stomping on the tarp-covered carpet and launching corks off the locker-protecting plastic sheets is celebrating the same feat: 

The Indians captured their third consecutive AL Central crown, the first team to secure its division this year. But there was a resounding 

sentiment in the clubhouse Saturday afternoon that these festivities were merely a small step toward a more momentous aim. 

 

“We still have a lot of molding and acclimating we have to do to get there,” Mike Clevinger said. 

 
In fact, when Clevinger completed his outing — six scoreless innings — he retreated to the clubhouse and saw Indians staffers preparing the 

room for the festivities. At first, it made him anxious. The last time he witnessed such a scene, Mother Nature had halted Game 7 of the 2016 

World Series for 17 minutes, forcing the Indians and Cubs to their respective clubhouses. 

 

“To be completely honest,” Clevinger said, “I got sick to my stomach. We were preparing to win the World Series and then that had to get 

ripped down and we all had to leave in tears and silence.” 

 

Obviously, Saturday’s result created a lighter mood. While the accomplishment might seem rather trivial — it’s a sorry division … the Indians 

haven’t demonstrated much consistency … this isn’t uncharted territory for this group — there are still reasons to pause the grueling schedule 

and soak each other’s postseason shirts with bubbly and Budweiser. 
 

Once Brad Hand struck out Ronny Rodriguez, fireworks appeared above the outfield, the team raised a bright red AL Central Champions flag 

beyond the bullpens, and the players and coaches gathered on the field for a tame celebration marked by handshakes and hugs. 

 

And then, with the first bit of thumping bass from Cardi B’s “Bodak Yellow,” the celebration commenced. 

Trevor Bauer paced around the room, his GoPro camera strapped to his forehead. In the late innings of the Tribe’s 15-0 PETA-condemned 

shellacking of the Tigers, Carlos Carrasco attached a small orange cooler to his cap to mimic his rotation mate. In the clubhouse, Carrasco 

walked around with his phone in his hand, recording a live Instagram video. 

 

At one point, Bauer held a red Budweiser bottle to Cody Allen’s face as a make-believe recording device as reporters interviewed the reliever. 
Nearby, Roberto Pérez unloaded an entire bottle of champagne on Andre Knott’s chest as the SportsTime Ohio dugout reporter interviewed 

Yonder Alonso on camera. Upon the conclusion of the conversation, Alonso dumped the remaining liquid in his bottle of champagne on his own 

head. 

 

When team owner Paul Dolan entered the room, the players huddled around him and sprayed champagne as Post Malone’s “Congratulations” 

blared from the speakers. 

 

It’s the third consecutive season in which the Indians have held a September bash to remember (or, not to remember, depending on the level of 

champagne consumption). For some, however, it was a new experience. Brandon Barnes joined the big-league club two weeks ago and, for 

the first time in his career, had the chance to pop bottles. Alonso has never experienced the October spotlight, the pressure-packed moments 
that have observers’ eyes glued to every windup, every swing, every twitch within the nine innings. 

 

“They’ve never popped — in the minor leagues, the major leagues, they haven’t gotten to experience this,” Jason Kipnis told The Athletic. 

“That’s why, even if you do this a couple years in a row, you don’t want to diminish the feat that’s been accomplished.” 

 

For Shane Bieber or Greg Allen, on the other hand, it’s all they know. 

 

“Some guys play in the league for a number of years and don’t have a chance to experience this,” Allen told The Athletic. “You understand the 

moment and how important it is. There are six divisions and 30 teams. Odds are, you probably aren’t going to get to do this every year. You 

definitely don’t take it for granted.” 
 

Oliver Pérez sure didn’t, given that he joined a ravaged Indians bullpen in June after he opted out of his minor-league deal with the Yankees. 

His teammates made him a popular target for beer showers. On several occasions, Pérez squeezed the liquid out of his silver mohawk. 

Once Bauer and Clevinger finished pouring their beverages down José Ramírez’s back, the MVP candidate slid behind the plastic sheets and 

sat at his locker, bottle of champagne in one hand and phone in the other. Eventually, he placed his feet on another leather chair, leaned back 

and took a few puffs of a cigar, a well-earned respite following a furious flurry of production at the plate and on the bases over the last five 

months. 

 

His middle-infield partner, Francisco Lindor, removed his shirt and posed for a picture, channeling the focus of the photo to his biceps. 

 
“Can’t be in a picture and not flex,” Lindor said, smiling, before jogging to his locker, the floor squeaking beneath each step of his New Balance 

flip flops. 

 



Lindor has spent three years in the majors. He has contributed to three division titles. He also has stressed the word “finish” since spring 

training, still unsettled by last October’s result. 

 

“We understand we still have a long way to go,” he said. 

 
This October journey could be the last hurrah for a handful of long-tenured members of the organization, including Cody Allen, Michael Brantley 

and Josh Tomlin. Kipnis, Brantley and Yan Gomes gathered for a moment in the center of the clubhouse. Brantley and Tomlin hugged before 

Chris Antonetti poured some bone-chilling water down Tomlin’s back. 

 

“This could be my last year here,” Allen said. “It could be a lot of guys’ last year here. You don’t take this for granted.” 

 

The players filed out of the clubhouse, leaving behind a graveyard of empty bottles, discarded corks and a suffocating stench of champagne 

and stale beer. Late Sunday morning, they’ll return to the scene of the celebration and start the march to the ALDS. 

 

The Indians have turned this into an annual routine, just as Baerga, Alomar and others did in the ’90s. The state of the AL Central has eased 
the process a bit. But the Indians know the task won’t be so simple in a few weeks. This was merely a small step along a daunting journey. 

 

Said Cody Allen: “We have our sights set on something bigger.” 

 

Tribe clinches 3rd straight AL Central title 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- As the celebration consumed the Indians' clubhouse on Saturday, a trio of veterans converged off to the side, each with a bottle 

of champagne in hand. Michael Brantley, Yan Gomes and Jason Kipnis then formed a circle, embraced and savored the moment. 

 

Maybe this American League Central title -- one clinched with an overwhelming 15-0 victory over the Tigers at Progressive Field -- felt like a 
foregone conclusion for this club. That did not make the journey to Saturday's cork-popping party any less enjoyable, especially for the players 

who have gone from prospects to core pieces to veterans throughout the years of sustained success. 

 

"You can't ever take it for granted," said pitcher Josh Tomlin, who has been in the Indians' organization longer than any player in the room. "A 

lot of people play this game and don't ever get to go to the playoffs." 

 

For the Indians, it's their third consecutive AL Central title and 10th -- the most of any team in the division -- since the current alignment was 

formed in 1994. Under manager Terry Francona, who took the helm in 2013, the Tribe has piled up an AL-leading 537 wins, while making the 

playoffs four times in that span. 

 
Each trip to the postseason, however, has ended in heartbreak. That makes what took place on Saturday afternoon step one within the big-

picture goal for this club, which is rich on talent, but has fought through plenty of adversity this season. 

 

That objective, of course, is to bring the city of Cleveland its first World Series championship since 1948. 

 

"We've earned our right to play into October, which is not to be taken lightly," said Cody Allen, who became the franchise's all-time saves leader 

this season. "But, we want to play a lot of baseball." 

 

That sentiment was best summed up by Indians starter Mike Clevinger, who held the Tigers to one hit over six shutout innings in Saturday's 

romp. When his outing was over, Clevinger shook Francona's hand, headed up the ramp behind the dugout and walked into a clubhouse that 
was being covered from ceiling to floor in plastic in preparation for the party. 

The scene was actually disconcerting for Clevinger, who remembers walking to the same room in the later innings in Game 7 of the 2016 World 

Series against the Cubs. The clubhouse staffers were hanging the plastic sheets in the event the Indians won the Fall Classic that night. No 

Cleveland fan needs to be told how that story ended. 

 

"I got sick to my stomach," Clevinger said. "The last time I saw them doing that here, we ended up losing that Game 7 and being sent home. 

That's why I was like, 'Oh my God.' We were preparing to win the World Series and then that had to get ripped down, and we all had to leave in 

tears and silence." 

 

Clevinger added that bitter memories like that one -- combined with last year's early exit in the AL Division Series against the Yankees -- only 
serve as fuel for the current group. The Indians had a 3-1 lead in the World Series in '16 and did not finish the job. A year ago, the Tribe won 

102 games and set an AL record with a 22-game winning streak, but could not stave off the Yankees after taking a 2-0 lead in the ALDS. 

 

All season long, as the Indians inched closer and closer to this clinch, those moments lingered in the background. 

 

"Anything we've been through," Francona said, "you're supposed to learn from it and use it to your advantage. That's the whole idea. If you're 

young and you haven't been through it, OK, you take the enthusiasm. If you've been through it, you know what's expected and what's going to 

happen. It'll be a whole new [experience this time]. Everybody starts clean again." 

 

Cleveland's potential was on full display in the division-clinching victory. 
AL MVP Award candidates Francisco Lindor (leadoff home run) and Jose Ramirez (homer shy of the cycle) helped fuel the offense. Clevinger 

showed the strength of the rotation. Everything else in-between provided the best-case look at why the Tribe has the ability to make noise in the 

postseason. 



"It feels good to celebrate," Lindor said, "give that little teaser to all the guys, like, 'This is what could happen if you continue to win.' Now, we 

have to continue to compete day in and day out." 

 

During the party, Trevor Bauer -- GoPro camera fixed to his hat, with ski goggles beneath the brim -- made his way around the room, showering 

teammates and anyone else in his path in beer. Former Indians great Carlos Baerga strolled in the room and snapped a photo with Ramirez. 
Allen spread the word that there were cigars to pass out, and smoke soon hovered beneath the champagne-soaked ceiling tiles. 

 

When Indians chairman and CEO Paul Dolan walked in the room, there was a collective cry from the players, who soon swarmed around him, 

shaking bottles of bubbly and emptying the contents on the executive. President of baseball operations Chris Antonetti, general manager Mike 

Chernoff and other front-office members did not leave the room dry, either. 

 

"The accomplishment of winning a division is not something we take for granted," Antonetti said. "Winning in Major League Baseball is hard and 

to sustain success is even harder, so the fact that this group of guys has been able to win three consecutive Central division championships is 

a testament to their work, their mindset and the leadership of Tito and the coaching staff." 

 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Leading the way: Lindor sparked the Indians' six-run first inning by belting an 0-1 fastball from Michael Fulmer for a leadoff homer. That marked 

the eighth leadoff shot of the season for the Tribe's shortstop to set a club record. Grady Sizemore held the previous mark with seven in 2008. 

Following Lindor's blast, Brantley also homered against Fulmer, who then exited due to right knee inflammation. More > 

 

Exclusive company: Ramirez took care of two milestones in the second inning. He reached 100 RBIs with a run-scoring double and then 100 

runs when he came home on a single by Edwin Encarnacion. This marks only the 35th time (25 players) in recorded MLB history that a player 

has achieved at least 30 homers, 30 steals, 100 RBIs and 100 runs in a season. Ramirez is the first to achieve the feat since 2002 (Ryan 

Braun). 

 
EDWIN EXITS EARLY 

After delivering an RBI single in the fourth inning, Encarnacion rolled his right ankle on second base while running on a hit by Yonder Alonso. 

With the Indians holding a 15-0 lead at the time, the veteran designated hitter exited as a precaution with what the team called a mild ankle 

sprain. Encarnacion went 2-for-3 with a walk, two RBIs and three runs in the rout. Francona indicated the slugger was fine and Encarnacion 

certainly looked it as he participated in the postgame clinching party. More > 

SOUND SMART 

Lindor's homer gave him 120 runs scored on the season. He is only the eighth player in MLB history to have at least 20 steals, 35 homers, 40 

doubles and 120 runs in one year. The others include Alfonso Soriano (2002), Shawn Green (1999), Barry Bonds (1998), Larry Walker (1997), 

Ellis Burks (1996), Rafael Palmeiro (1993) and Chuck Klein (1932). 

 
Each member of the Indians' starting lineup notched at least one RBI against the Tigers, marking the first time the franchise achieved that feat 

since a 22-0 win over the Yankees on Aug. 31, 2004. This was the first time every player in the Tribe's lineup had at least one hit and one RBI 

since Oct. 2, 1990 (13-3 win over the Royals). 

 

HE SAID IT 

"It's really cool. It's something I'm really enjoying right now. I'm really trying to soak it in, because Tito's message was to soak it in. It doesn't 

happen for a lot of teams every year. To have it be three in a row and have these guys know what they're doing, take me under their wing, 

really teach me how this club operates is big. I'm really enjoying it right now." -- Rookie Shane Bieber 

 

"I'm savoring every moment of this. This never gets old to me. This is a lot of hard work that this group has put in to get to this point. It's all well-
deserved, well-earned, and I'm glad to be a part of it." -- Brantley, who missed much of the previous two years with injuries 

 

UP NEXT 

Bieber (10-3, 4.32 ERA) will start at 1:10 p.m. ET on Sunday as the Tribe wraps up the season series against the Tigers at Progressive Field. 

Bieber, who logged a career-high 11 K's last time out, spun seven shutout innings against Detroit on June 22. The Tigers will counter with lefty 

Francisco Liriano (4-10, 4.65 ERA) in the rubber game. 

 

Lindor's 8th leadoff HR sets club mark, tone 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor wanted to be the club's leadoff hitter this season. The switch-hitting shortstop embraced the 
opportunity to set the tone for the lineup, injecting energy from the first pitch of the game on. 

 

Lindor has made the most of that role, and in record fashion. 

In the first inning of Saturday's 15-0 win over the Tigers -- a victory that clinched a third straight American League Central title -- Lindor 

launched a franchise-record eighth leadoff home run of the year. Grady Sizemore held the previous mark with seven homers to open a game 

during the 2008 campaign. Lindor's jack was the 11th leadoff homer of his career. 

 

"Whether we're trying to clinch or not," Lindor said, "going out there and scoring early, it's extremely important." 

 

Lindor, who has 35 home runs on the season overall, crushed an 0-1 two-seamer from Tigers right-hander Michael Fulmer, who threw the pitch 
low and in. Lindor laced the pitch to the seats beyond the right-field wall with an exit velocity of 105.4 mph, according to Statcast™. 

 



Three pitches later, Michael Brantley also went deep against Fulmer, who then exited following a quick meeting with manager Ron Gardenhire 

and a member of the club's medical staff. It marked the first time the Indians opened a game with consecutive home runs since July 8, 2016, 

when Carlos Santana and Jason Kipnis did so against the Yankees. 

The back-to-back homers sparked a six-run first inning against the Tigers, and Cleveland's lineup did not slow down. The Indians held an 11-0 

lead after two innings en route to a 15-0 lead after four. The substantial cushion allowed the clubhouse staffers ample time to set up the 
postgame celebration. 

 

"It was great," Brantley said of the surplus of offense. "It shows how focused that our team was that we wanted to make sure we did it in front of 

our home fans. We were one game away, but we wanted to make sure that we control our own destiny, so that we can enjoy this moment. 

 

"I think we did a good job of just putting some good swings on the ball and doing it as a team. It was a total team effort today." 

 

Tribe embraces 2 weeks to prep for playoffs 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- On one side of the clubhouse, Josh Donaldson walked up to Edwin Encarnacion and the sluggers shared a drink and laughed 
amid the celebration. Across the room, Andrew Miller puffed on a cigar, staying on the edge of the party. 

 

This moment was one for them to savor. With a 15-0 rout of the Tigers on Saturday, the Indians clinched their third consecutive American 

League Central crown. There is also this dose of reality: Donaldson has only appeared in three games total for Cleveland this season and Miller 

has worked just three times since coming off the disabled list. 

There is still plenty for the Indians to sort through in the two-plus weeks left in the regular season. 

 

"We're making progress towards where we want to be," said Chris Antonetti, the Indians' president of baseball operations. "There's still a lot of 

work to be done over the next two weeks, but I feel like we're heading in the right direction and could be in a good spot by the end of the 

month." 
 

Here is what the Indians know: They will begin the AL Division Series on Oct. 5 and figure to do so on the road. With the Red Sox running away 

with the AL East, Cleveland's eyes will be on the Yankees, Astros and A's. Oakland is not only chasing New York for the AL's top Wild Card, 

but is within striking distance of Houston for the AL West title. 

 

The Indians project to face the AL West champ, giving the Tribe ample time to begin doing its homework on both the A's and Astros. Cleveland 

outscored Oakland, 31-29, in six games this year, but posted a 2-4 record. The Indians have also dropped four of seven games to Houston, 

which has a plus-16 run differential over the Tribe this season. 

 

Cleveland's first-round opponent might not be determined until the waning days of the season, but the Indians are happy to have their own 
clinch complete. 

 

"I know, personally, I kind of wanted to get it over with," pitcher Mike Clevinger said. "We can actually celebrate and enjoy it for this short time 

period. And then we still have some games to get it together and prepare for what's going to be our toughest task -- that's going to obviously be 

the playoffs. We still have a lot of molding and acclimating we have to do to get there." 

 

The potential benefit to clinching now is it affords the Indians time to work through a handful of ongoing issues leading up to the postseason. 

 

• Donaldson, who was acquired from the Blue Jays on Aug. 31, is coming off a left calf injury and is still building up his endurance. The third 

baseman has played every other day since coming off the DL on Tuesday and might begin appearing in back-to-back games next week. 
 

• Miller has had three stints on the DL this season due to left hamstring, right knee and left shoulder issues. The lefty has looked better in his 

most recent outings, but the Indians have not used him in back-to-back games since May. The hope is that Miller will be primed for unrestricted 

use by October. 

 

• To accommodate the arrival of Donaldson, who took over third-base duties, AL MVP candidate Jose Ramirez shifted over to second. That 

pushed Jason Kipnis to center field. Over the next two weeks, they will continue to get used to the position changes. 

 

• Trevor Bauer remains on the DL due to a stress fracture in his right fibula. The right-hander logged 40 pitches in a mound session prior to 

Saturday's game and then partied with teammates after the clinching win. Cleveland is still working out whether Bauer will return as a starter or 
multi-inning reliever. 

"We have time to get our house in order," manager Terry Francona said. "When you have question marks or unknowns, sometimes the 

answer's going to be, 'No.' So, you'd like to have the least amount of that as possible, because you're playing pretty good teams [in the 

postseason]. You've got your hands full." 

 

10 thrilling moments from Indians' 2018 run 

By Casey Harrison MLB.com 

CLEVELAND -- There have been a lot of encouraging signs for the Indians in 2018. 

 

The postseason is just around the corner, and the Tribe is in the hunt for a World Series championship. With the 2018 season rapidly coming to 
a close, here are some of the top highlights from the memorable campaign: 

 



1. Indians clinch AL Central: The Tribe clinched their third straight American League Central title Saturday with a 15-0 win over the Tigers, 

sparked by back-to-back home runs from Francisco Lindor and Michael Brantley to lead off the first inning. Mike Clevinger held Detroit to one 

hit over six innings while striking out five. Three straight division crowns is the Tribe's longest streak since winning five in a row from 1995-99. 

 

2. Tribe deals for Donaldson: The front office went all in by acquiring Josh Donaldson, the 2015 AL MVP, on Aug. 31 from the Blue Jays. The 
move caused a positional shakeup, moving Jose Ramirez to second base and Jason Kipnis into the outfield, but it fortified one of the best 

offenses in baseball. 

3. Allen becomes Indians all-time saves leader: Cody Allen cemented his place in club history July 4, closing out a 3-2 road win against the 

Royals and notching career save No. 140, passing Bob Wickman for the franchise lead. Allen, who has 27 saves in '18, has since split save 

opportunities with relief ace Brad Hand, who was acquired from the Padres on July 19. 

 

4. Ramirez and Lindor make MLB history: The most dynamic duo in Cleveland sports has strung together All-Star and MVP-caliber seasons in 

'18, but on Sept. 3, Ramirez and Lindor became the first teammates in Major League history to each hit 30 home runs and steal 20 bases in a 

season. The infielders are also the first switch-hitting teammates in MLB history with 30 home runs apiece. 

 
5. Bauer's double-digit K's in 4 straight games: After reinventing his slider in the offseason, Trevor Bauer put together his best season yet, 

earning his first All-Star bid and cementing the nomination with 10-plus strikeouts in six of eight starts from May 16-June 23. In that span, the 

right-hander strung together four games with 13, 11, 12 and 12 strikeouts, one double-digit outing from a franchise record. Bauer was in the AL 

Cy Young Award conversation with a 2.22 ERA and 214 strikeouts in just 166 innings before taking a line drive to his right leg on Aug. 11, 

causing a stress fracture that has sidelined him since. 

6. Kluber's walk-less streak: Tribe ace Corey Kluber made a historically dominant run that spanned more than a month, pitching 46 1/3 innings 

without walking a batter, from May 8-June 15. With a 2.91 ERA, 194 strikeouts and 5.4 WAR, according to Baseball-Reference, Kluber has 

boasted a campaign worthy of consideration for his third consecutive Cy Young Award. 

7. Ramirez works 17-pitch at-bat: Ramirez sparked an improbable five-run comeback in the bottom of the ninth inning to force extra innings and 

an eventual win against the AL West-leading Astros on May 27. Ramirez won an epic 17-pitch at-bat against then-closer Ken Giles and ripped 
a leadoff double, becoming one of 12 men to bat in the pivotal inning and paving the way for rookie Greg Allen's his first career walk-off homer 

in the 14th. 

 

8. Lindor's messy walk-off: Lindor broke a ninth-inning 2-2 stalemate against the Twins on Aug. 8, walking it off with a two-out, three-run homer 

to the right-field corner. Lindor was mobbed by teammates at home plate and was doused with baby powder by teammate Carlos Carrasco, 

creating a cloud that floated around the infield at Progressive Field. 

 

9. Allen's spectacular catches at Fenway: Allen made his name known across the Majors on Aug. 21 with a pair of defensive gems against the 

Red Sox, helping the Tribe secure a 6-3 win at Fenway. Allen crashed into the center-field wall and hung on after a leaping grab to rob Boston's 

Xander Bogaerts in the fifth. Allen followed that up with a Willie Mays-esque snag in the seventh to rob Mitch Moreland of extra bases and likely 
saving multiple runs with a sliding grab near the 420-foot wall marker in left-center with his back turned to the infield. 

 

10. Lindor's homecoming: In front of family and a sold-out crowd at Hiram Bithorn Stadium in San Juan, Puerto Rico, Lindor delivered a 

signature two-run homer that opened scoring in the fifth inning off Twins starter Jake Odorizzi. Lindor unloaded on a 3-2 offering into the seats 

in right field, which paved the way for a 6-1 win over the Twins on April 17 in the first of two games of a series in Lindor's homeland. The blast 

sent the crowd into a frenzy, and was perhaps the shortstop's most memorable homer of the campaign. 

 

Edwin lifted as precaution with ankle sprain 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- With the rout on against the Tigers on Saturday, the Indians took no chances when Edwin Encarnacion rolled his right ankle 
while running the bases in the fourth inning. His exit gave him more time to prepare for the division-clinching party. 

 

Encarnacion enjoyed some celebratory drinks and lit a cigar after the 15-0 romp over the Tigers -- a win that sealed the Tribe's third straight 

American League Central crown. The mild right ankle sprain hardly appeared to be an issue as the veteran made his way around the 

champagne-soaked clubhouse. 

"He's fine," manager Terry Francona confirmed. "He just tweaked it. He could've stayed in." 

 

Encarnacion is unlikely to be in Sunday's day-after-clinch starting lineup, giving the designated hitter two days (including the club's off-day on 

Monday) to rest his foot. 

 
Following an RBI single in the fourth, Encarnacion moved up to second on a base hit to center by Yonder Alonso. When Encarnacion stepped 

on the bag, he appeared to roll his right ankle and then limped for a few steps before being met by Francona and a member of the medical 

staff. 

 

Encarnacion walked off the field under his own power and he was replaced on the basepaths by pinch-runner Rajai Davis. 

In four plate appearances, Encarnacion logged a pair of RBI singles, one walk and three runs scored. He is batting .239 with 31 home runs and 

99 RBIs in 124 games this season. 

 

  



Bauer takes next step with bullpen session 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- When Indians starter Trevor Bauer unleashes a pitch at maximum effort, the right-hander often lets out a primal grunt. That 

familiar sound of aggressive exertion returned to an empty Progressive Field on Saturday morning during Bauer's bullpen session on the game 

mound. 

 

For the last handful of pitches in Bauer's 40-pitch workout -- one that included a break in the middle to simulate two innings -- he was noticeably 

increasing the intensity. By the end of the exercise, the grunt was back in full force, while coaches and front-office members looked on, medical 

staffers monitored every movement and a video team collected footage and compiled data. 
 

"What we saw there at the end," said president of baseball operations Chris Antonetti, "the last five or six pitches were just, 'All right, let's go. 

I'm going to get after it.' And I think he sequenced his delivery a little bit better. His stuff was a little bit crisper. So, it's a good building block for 

him." 

This was the latest step forward for Bauer, who sustained a stress fracture in his right fibula after being struck on the back of the right foot on 

Aug. 11 by a comebacker from Jose Abreu. Barring any setbacks, Bauer is scheduled to face hitters on Tuesday, giving him another 

opportunity to up the adrenaline. 

 

That has been one of the bigger challenges throughout the rehab process for Bauer, who thrives on the intensity of an in-game environment. 

Saturday's move to the main mound was not only to allow the Indians to gather information via their Trackman system, but to put Bauer in a 
more game-like setting. 

 

"I know Trev wanted to feel like it was Game 7 today," manager Terry Francona said. "It's about impossible." 

 

Bauer agreed, adding that Tuesday's workout with hitters in the box will hopefully help. 

 

"There's no adrenaline in a bullpen session," Bauer said. "As much as you try to compete with yourself or trick yourself mentally or whatever, 

it's just not there. So hopefully I can face hitters next, get some people out here talking, and yelling at some hitters, stuff like that. Try to get the 

adrenaline up. That'd be nice, just to see how everything responds when there's that external input." 
 

Immediately after Saturday's workout, Bauer headed to the video team behind a screen near the backstop and checked on his fastball velocity. 

He was in the 85-90 mph range, while sitting around 87-88 mph. While Bauer has averaged 93.1 mph on all of his fastballs this year (two-seam, 

four-seam and cutter) and 94.6 mph on his four-seamer, he said the diminished speed for the bullpen session was typical. 

 

"Majority of the bullpen sessions, even max effort inside, it's like 92 tops," said Bauer, referring to his offseason workouts. "That's a good 

indication that I'm not super far off, because those are ranges I've been in before, but I have no idea if I'll pick up zero mph in a game situation 

or seven or 10. I don't know. It's just a complete different scenario than I've ever been in before." 

 

With roughly three weeks remaining until the start of the American League Division Series, the Indians are still weighing whether Bauer will 
return as a starter or a multi-inning reliever. That decision will continue to depend on how much progress he makes in the coming weeks and 

how much more he is able to build up his pitch count. 

 

Antonetti said the objective and expectation is that Bauer will be able to get in games before the end of the regular season. 

 

"It's still day to day," Antonetti said. "We'll have to see how he recovers tomorrow, how his body responds to the increased activity today, and 

then build a plan for the next few days. But, again, today was a really good step in the right direction." 

 

Asked if he has enough time to return as a starter, Bauer said he just wants to return, period. 

 
"That's not my decision. I pitch when they tell me to pitch," he said. "I feel confident that I'll be able to compete and help us win in whatever role 

that is. I come into Spring Training ready to throw five, six, seven innings. So, I'll make that point clear." 

 

10 hours ago 

Indians 15, Tigers 0: 14 Walk-Off Thoughts on Edwin Encarnacion’s speech, bigger goals in mind than the division and what could be 

the last run for some in the Indians’ clubhouse 

by Ryan Lewis 

Here are 14 Walk-Off Thoughts after the Indians’ 15-0 win over the Detroit Tigers that clinched their third consecutive American League Central 

title. 

 
1. For the third consecutive season, the Indians celebrated a divisional title with a champagne-fueled blowout. Though, as their goals have 

become loftier, each has been just a notch more subdued than the last. Manager Terry Francona and several players over the last few years 

have said they want to enjoy and appreciate them all, but, this isn’t the finish line. 

 

2. Saturday’s celebration began with a speech from Edwin Encarnacion along those lines. Before the champagne was popped and the beer 

began flowing, Encarnacion took the spotlight and delivered what president of baseball operations Chris Antonetti called a very impassioned 

speech. 

 



3. “It was a good way to kick it off,” Antonetti said. “He said, ‘Enjoy it, this is a great accomplishment and all, but we hope to have three more.’ 

He delivered it in a really, really impassioned, motivated way.” 

 

4. Players, coaches, front office members and clubbies donned shirts that read, “Defend Tribe Town.” Trevor Bauer took to his normal post to 

snipe unsuspecting people with beer, GoPro on his head as always. Antonetti doused Tomlin in beer after sneaking up on him. Indians owner 
Paul Dolan walked out of the clubhouse soaking wet. Francisco Lindor posed for a photo sans a shirt and Yan Gomes jokingly yelled, ‘Stop 

flexing.’ Jose Ramirez near the end relaxed in his chair behind the tarps covering the lockers, cigar in hand. Cody Allen completed interviews 

while puffing on a cigar of his own. 

 

5. Many around the clubhouse echoed Encarnacion’s sentiment. The Indians have been here before. The division, while an accomplishment, is 

only the first step on a journey that, unless it ends with a much bigger celebration, will be seen as missing their mark. When the Indians walked 

off the field after Game 7 of the 2016 World Series, there was a feeling of encouragement to accompany the disappointment. They had 

accomplished something few, if any, thought they could and rode out their run as a group as far as possible. Last season was different, a purely 

disappointing and early exit that fell well short of expectations. 

 
6. “I love what Eddy said, this is kind of just the first step,” Cody Allen said. “We have our sights set on something bigger. We’ve earned our 

right to play into October, which is not to be taken lightly. We want to play a lot of baseball.” 

 

7. “They’ve set out for one goal, just as we have as players, and I think it’s going to be something special,” Michael Brantley said, speaking to 

Indians ownership and the front office. “This is step one of step three and four, but at the same time, you’ve got to enjoy these moments and 

embrace these moments.” 

 

8. Those memories of celebrations past come as a double-edged sword. What comes next is what’s most important. The celebrations 

accompany the quieter exits that have followed the last two seasons. 

 
9. “Not that I’m not excited. I’m definitely celebrating, but it’s still that anxiety, like, ‘Hey, this isn’t over at all,’ Clevinger said. “To be completely 

honest, when I first came back in after pitching, they had the crew in here setting it up. It literally made me—I don’t want to say this and have it 

taken the wrong way, everyone’s going to—but I got sick to my stomach, because the last time I saw them doing that here, we ended up losing 

that Game 7 and being sent home. That’s why I was like, ‘Oh my God.’ We were preparing [for] the World Series and then that had to get 

ripped down and we all had to leave in tears and silence. That’s the one thing I think is going to motivate us even further this year, is everyone’s 

got that close once and then bounced in the first round the second time. So, I think it’s a lot, a lot of motivation behind a lot of guys that were 

here, and a lot of younger guys that want to prove themselves that came over here.” 

 

10. The Indians’ roster, if all goes well over the next couple of weeks, should enter this postseason in a better spot. Bauer is working his way 

back. Josh Donaldson is becoming acclimated and rounding his swing into form. Andrew Miller has a couple of weeks, and so on. But in terms 
of its outlook for the rest of this potential contention window, which has a good chance to remaining open for the next several seasons, it is in a 

slightly more precarious position in terms of how many key assets could be playing some of their final games in an Indians uniform. Allen is a 

free agent this winter. As is Miller. Brantley’s club option that was picked up for 2018 will leave him eligible for free agency. Even Jason Kipnis, 

who had his name thrown around in trade rumors before the season and who is slated to earn a base salary of $14.5 million next year with a 

$16.5 million club option for 2020, acknowledged that it’s entirely possible that this could be his last postseason push in Cleveland. It’s true the 

Indians should be able to remain as contenders through at least the 2020 season. It’s also true that contention windows often close faster than 

they open, and it’s possible that 2018 represents the Indians’ best chance to win it all during this stretch. 

 

11. Said Allen: “We look at this, this could be my last year here. It could be a lot of guys’ last year here. You don’t take this for granted. The city 

of Cleveland and this organization will, no matter what happens, hold a special place in all of our hearts. We just enjoy it now, but we’re going to 
get ready for tomorrow when we get there.” 

 

12. ”It hasn’t been talked about as much, but amongst us, within that group, more or less this might be our last hurrah,” Kipnis said. “There are 

a bunch of guys who are not going to be here next year with free agency and all that stuff. There’s no guarantee myself, that I’ll be around next 

year.” 

 

13. Though, it wasn’t new for everybody, like Shane Bieber, who has seemingly carved out place in the Indians’ long-term plans and potentially 

a spot on the postseason roster. “It’s really cool. It’s something I’m really enjoying right now,” Bieber said. “I’m really trying to soak it in because 

Tito’s message was to soak it in. It doesn’t happen for a lot of teams every year. To have it be three in a row and have these guys know what 

they’re doing, take me under their wing, really teach me how this club operates is big. I’m really enjoying it right now.” 
 

14. For a day, the Indians were able to celebrate. This divisional race was never in doubt, but it’s still something the Indians say they don’t take 

for granted. Nevertheless, the real work begins Oct. 5 for a team with much loftier expectations. But for 24 hours or so, the Indians want 

everyone to blow of some steam, and they’ll roll out a traditional post-clinch lineup on Sunday that on paper won’t set the world on fire. General 

manager Mike Chernoff’s favorite part of the entire celebration came just before the clubhouse party. To celebrate the divisional title, Antonetti’s 

daughter, Mya, surprised dad by dumping a cup on his head. For a day, everyone got to celebrate. 

 

Marla Ridenour: Hope for postseason persuasive as Indians scramble to put pieces together 

by Beacon Journal/Ohio.com 

CLEVELAND: The road to the World Series will be daunting, with the defending world champion Houston Astros likely waiting in the first round 
and perhaps the 101-victory Boston Red Sox to deal with after that. 

 



But inside the Indians’ clubhouse there is a feeling they will be better equipped for the postseason than they were a year ago. There is a 

confidence that they will soon be whole and can start to click. 

 

When the 2017 American League Division Series began, the Indians were without outfielders Bradley Zimmer (broken left hand) and Brandon 

Guyer (right wrist surgery). Michael Brantley (right ankle) and Lonnie Chisenhall (right calf) should not have made the postseason roster. Third 
base was weak offensively with starter Giovanny Ushela. Reliever Andrew Miller (right knee tendinitis) had made two trips to the disabled list in 

August and September. Then Corey Kluber pitched nowhere near his two-time Cy Young form, Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez failed to hit, 

their defense fell apart and the Indians were ousted by the New York Yankees 3-2. 

 

The Indians believe the situation looks brighter now. 

 

With 2015 AL Most Valuable Player Josh Donaldson, the third baseman acquired in trade from the Toronto Blue Jays, the Indians can field a 

lineup with an All-Star at every position. 

 

The back end of the bullpen has Miller, Cody Allen and July trade acquisition Brad Hand pitching the seventh, eighth and ninth, respectively. 
 

Their rotation will be stronger if Trevor Bauer can recapture his dominant form when he returns from the stress fracture in his right ankle. The 

right-hander was outpitching Kluber when he went down in August, felled by a line drive off the bat of Jose Abreu. 

 

Now 83-65 after clinching their third consecutive AL Central title Saturday, the Indians’ numbers won’t come close to their dazzling totals from 

2017. Those included 102 victories, only the third 100-win season in franchise history, and an American League record 22-game winning 

streak. Such stats proved to be a mirage, anyway, as the Indians were shockingly eliminated in the ALDS after taking a 2-0 series lead. 

 

At the moment, the Indians’ offense looks too erratic to win the franchise’s first World Series since 1948. Their team batting average is .256, as 

compared to .263 last season. But after the disarray at the end of 2017, the Indians have a sense that it will all come together at the right time. 
 

“We’ve been somewhat unsettled for a decent part of the year,” Tribe manager Terry Francona said Friday. “We may not have our best team 

until the last week of the season, but if we do then … I mean last year after we won 22 in a row we went into the playoffs so unsettled. That 

doesn’t help. So, hopefully, we will be able to put that part behind us. 

 

“You know, we have Miller, Donaldson, (Jason) Kipnis, (Jose) Ramirez — hopefully the moving parts aren’t moving anymore and everybody’s 

healthy going in.” 

 

The inclusion of Kipnis is debatable since he is suffering through his worst year at the plate in seven big-league seasons. But he was on the 

disabled list for the Tribe’s 22-game winning streak. He acknowledged the Indians will not be riding the same wave as 2017, when they finished 
the regular season 33-4. 

 

“We don’t have that kind of high to build off of,” Kipnis said Friday. “What we do have is getting some new guys in here with Donaldson and 

some others, getting Miller back and hopefully Trevor here soon. We’ve got 2½ weeks to get going. We’re able to clinch, get some guys some 

rest and start playing our best baseball in a couple weeks.” 

 

The Indians know they must handle the postseason pressure better than they did a year ago. In 2017, their 76 errors were the fewest in the AL 

and second-lowest in the majors, but they committed nine in five games against the Yankees. AL MVP candidates Lindor and Ramirez 

combined to hit 4-for-38. 

 
The 2018 Indians have been carried by their 201 home runs, not a sure formula for playoff success. 

 

“Hopefully top to bottom we start to jell as a lineup because we do have some good hitters,” Kipnis said. “You don’t ever want to rely just on the 

long ball. As an offense, you want to be able to put runs together against tough pitchers, whether it’s bunting, moving guys over, just getting 

stuff done.” 

 

Lindor, who slumped in last year’s spotlight, vowed to take a new approach to the playoffs this time. 

 

“Postseason is different. It’s a different game. One run feels like five. Five runs feel like you’re down by 20,” Lindor said Friday. 

 
“I was calm last year and I think that messed me up. My emotions weren’t there. It was just like, ‘Ah, postseason, act normal.’ I don’t want to be 

normal. This is not the same game.” 

 

The third consecutive AL Central title the Indians clinched Saturday was assured long ago. The final few weeks of the season became more 

about resting, preparing and positioning for the ALDS. 

 

“That’s just the reality of it,” right-hander Josh Tomlin said Friday night. “We obviously don’t take these games lightly, but these games don’t 

mean the end of the world.” 

 

That could conjure flashbacks to the LeBron James-led Cavaliers and their maddening tendency to try to flip the switch. But the Indians’ 
situation isn’t the same. Still making trades as late as Aug. 31, the Indians have been upgrading the roster to make a World Series run. 

 



“We’re definitely not trying to time it out to where we say, ‘Let’s start clicking right now.’ It doesn’t really work that way,” Tomlin said. “We’re all 

just trying to get on the same page, just trying to play our style of baseball. Once it clicks and once we get on a roll, it should be pretty good.” 

 

It cannot be assumed that a team that is 6-8 in September will catch fire so late. During a virtually meaningless month, the Indians lost their 

plate discipline as foes limited their fastball offerings and left them to hack away. For a team capable of posting 10 runs one day and getting 
three hits the next, it might be a habit not easily corrected. 

 

But with a lineup of healthy, fully engaged All-Stars who are not favored to win the pennant, the hope in their voices is persuasive. 

 

Indians 15, Tigers 0: Indians rout Tigers, clinch American League Central title 

by Beacon Journal/Ohio.com 

CLEVELAND: The Indians celebrated after the game, but the party was on several hours before that. 

 

In what was a foregone conclusion months ago, the the Indians locked up the American League Central divisional title on Saturday. And they 

did it in style, crushing the Detroit Tigers 15-0 in a blowout celebration at Progressive Field. 
 

Saturday’s game was all but over early. The Indians pounded the Tigers, scoring six runs in the first inning, five in the second and two each in 

the third and fourth innings to compile a 15-0 lead and leave no doubt about the outcome. 

 

“I’m savoring every moment of this,” Michael Brantley said in the clubhouse, drenched in champagne and beer. “This never gets old to me. This 

is a lot of hard work that this group has put in to get to this point. It’s all well deserved, well earned, and I’m glad to be a part of it.” The win 

secured the Indians’ third consecutive American League Central crown after they went seven seasons (2008-2014) looking up at the top 

between division titles. This season, the Indians towered far above their divisional foes, effectively putting the race away before July 1. The 

Tigers, Chicago White Sox and Kansas City Royals have made up some of the worst teams in baseball this year, and the Minnesota Twins took 

a step back and failed to genuinely challenge the Indians at any point in the second half. 
 

Once the Indians (83-65) pushed their lead to 7.5 games on June 25, it never again dropped below that point. The Indians have also 

maintained a double-digit games lead in the division since Aug. 8. This season marked the earliest the Indians have clinched the division since 

1999, when they wrapped it up on Sept. 8. It wasn’t much of a race, but many in the clubhouse know it still wasn’t a given. “In 2013 we won 92 

games and we showed up the next year and we missed out,” Cody Allen said. “We show up the next year after that and we missed out. In 

2016, it was sweet when we did it. I think the guys here understand that. This doesn’t just happen. There’s a lot that goes into it and I hope 

everybody here is savoring that.” This divisional title came with little in the way of a sense of urgency. The Indians have bigger goals in mind, as 

well. But manager Terry Francona nonetheless was able to appreciate things more as someone who often instantly looks ahead to the next 

item on the schedule. “Yeah, I do, I do. I want the guys to enjoy it, too, because sometimes they’re young and they think they’re going to do it all 

the time, and you don’t,” Francona said. “So, enjoy the heck out of it. We’ll let them blow off some steam tonight and we’ll probably have a little 
bit of a different lineup [Sunday]. We got a day off Monday and then we’ll get back to work, and I think it works out well that way.” 

 

Francisco Lindor and Brantley led off the first inning with back-to-back solo home runs, and the rout was on from there. All nine hitters in the 

starting lineup drove in at least one run. The Tigers (60-88) kicked the ball around, making a series of misplays and committing three errors. 

Yonder Alonso, Encarnacion, Jose Ramirez and Brantley all finished with three-hit games. Encarnacion left the game with a mild right ankle 

sprain, though Francona said later that he’s fine. The Indians pitching staff was just about as effective. 

 

Starting pitcher Mike Clevinger (12-8) allowed only one hit in six innings to go with five strikeouts. Oliver Perez, Adam Cimber, Allen and Brad 

Hand combined to allow just one hit over the final three innings, completing a two-hitter to seal the deal and start the on-field celebration. 

Adrenaline notwithstanding, Trevor Bauer ramps up the intensity in his latest bullpen session 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Trevor Bauer knows there is no substitute for the rush of adrenaline a pitcher gets when he takes the mound in a big 
league game. 

But the Cleveland Indians All-Star thinks that extra "oompf" will be there when he's ready to return from the stress fracture in his right leg that's 
kept him sidelined since Aug. 11.  

Bauer threw about 40 pitches from the game mound at Progressive Field prior to Saturday's contest against Detroit while pitching coach Carl 
Willis watched. A full battery of electronic monitoring equipment was set up around the field to measure Bauer's performance and give 
immediate feedback on his velocity and other metrics. 

Bauer told reporters afterward that his mechanics felt "a little out of sequence," but that's to be expected after not having been on a mound in a 
month and a half. He said his velocity ranged between 85-90 mph, which is about where he would enter an offseason. 

"I throw way harder in a game with adrenaline than any sort of training session," he said. 

Manager Terry Francona said it is next to impossible to replicate the energy a player generates for a game during a bullpen session. "There 
really is no way," Francona said. "I know Trev wanted to feel like it was Game 7 today. It's about impossible." 

Bauer will dissect the data gathered during the session and search for any improvement over his last outing on Wednesday. 

"I felt like I was able to throw a decent amount of strikes today," Bauer said. "Felt like I could compete." 

Bauer was asked what he thinks his role could be once he is ready to return, whether it will be in the starting rotation or bullpen. He demurred, 
saying he will pitch where he's told to pitch. 



"I feel confident that I'll be able to compete and help us win in whatever role that is," Bauer said. "I come into spring training ready to throw 5-6-
7 innings. So, I'll make that point clear." 

Francona reiterated his faith in the Indians' medical and training staff and their expertise in knowing when Bauer will be ready to take the field. 

"I would guarantee if the medical people clear him, he'll be ready for the Olympics," Francona said. "By the time those guys get through with 
(injured players), they're ready to go." 

President of baseball operations Chris Antonetti watched Bauer's session and was encouraged with the volume of pitches thrown. 

"The last handful he really got after it and let it go and felt pretty good with it," Antonetti said. "Overall, a very good day and a step in the right 
direction for us." 

One of the goals of the day, Antonetti said, was to ramp up the intensity of the workout over Wednesday's outing. He feels Bauer accomplished 
that in his time on the mound. Antonetti remained optimistic that Bauer will be ready to pitch in a game before the end of September. 

"If he continues on the path that he's on, that would be our expectation," Antonetti said. "Hopefully, we can build up volume and have him pitch 
multiple innings in a game. Exactly where that ends is really hard to predict, but that's still the goal and objective." 

Ready for October: Will the Cleveland Indians get vintage Andrew Miller for their playoff push? 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Manager Terry Francona and the Cleveland Indians need lefty Andrew Miller to be the 2016 Andrew Miller -- the most 
feared reliever in the American League -- if the team expects to go anywhere in the 2018 postseason. 

In 10 playoff appearances during the club's 2016 World Series run, Miller struck out 30 of 73 batters faced and limited the opposition to a .233 
on-base percentage in 19 1/3 innings. He was nothing short of dominant until his final outing against the Chicago Cubs in Game 7, when 
fatigue finally caught up with him. 

Francona and the Indians are hoping Miller can return to that form after making it through a regular season beset with injuries and rehab 
assignments. Miller had shown tremendous promise in his two previous outings before Friday night's loss to Detroit. In Tampa Bay, he worked 
a pair of scoreless innings, striking out four of the seven batters he faced against the Rays. 

But more important to Francona was the way Miller recovered, and his readiness to pitch again as the Tribe fine-tunes its bullpen heading 
toward October. 

"He's going in the right direction," Francona said of Miller after Friday's loss. Miller allowed a first-pitch RBI double to Jeimer Candelario in the 
seventh inning and an RBI double to Victor Martinez after inheriting a pair of baserunners from reliever Adam Cimber. 

But Miller worked out of trouble by striking out pinch hitter Mikie Mahtook to end the seventh. He threw 24 pitches and averaged 93.2 mph on 
his fastball with a slider that ranged from 80.3 to 84.9. 

"Once he got into the inning, I thought his stuff was the same as before, touching 94, good breaking ball," Francona said. "I thought he left a 
couple pitches up." 

The 2016 ALCS MVP looked like he was back to his old self during the first month of the season. Miller made 12 appearances through April 25 
and did not allow an earned run, striking out 19 of the 43 batters he faced. 

But a left hamstring strain forced him to miss two weeks in early May. When he returned, Miller struggled to get batters out. He surrendered 
seven earned runs in 4 1/3 innings across six appearances with just six strikeouts. A return trip to the disabled list followed, this time for 
inflammation in his right knee. 

He missed nearly 70 days and 58 games before returning Aug. 2. In 10 August outings he posted a 1.86 ERA and limited opponents to a .147 
batting average while striking out 10 of the hitters he faced. His unexpected third DL stint in early September took place with just enough time 
left in the regular season for Indians officials to speculate that he could return and make an impact in the postseason. 

"We talk to him every day," Francona said. "It's funny because you're at the point in the season, you're trying to kinda cut back on some of the 
guys (but) you're trying to build him up." 

Francona said he plans to rest Miller on Saturday and have him available to pitch again Sunday as the Indians continue to strengthen him for 
the playoffs. 

"I think everybody will be happy when we're just playing, but we've got to get through it." 

Cleveland Indians: Explaining the playoff lineup - Terry Pluto 

By Terry Pluto, The Plain Dealer terrypluto2003@yahoo.com 

TALKING TO MYSELF ABOUT THE PLAYOFFS 

QUESTION: Will the Josh Donaldson move work? 

ANSWER: If Donaldson stays healthy -- and it's a huge if -- it can be a game changer for the Indians in the playoffs. That's why the Tribe traded 
with Toronto for the 2015 MVP. 

Q: But doesn't disrupting the infield cause other problems? 

A: Let's operate on the assumption that Donaldson's cranky calf muscles cooperate. You put a guy who has averaged 29 HR between 2013-17 
at third base. He's a near-Gold Glove fielder. You saw a hint of that on a play in Tampa in his first start. 

Q: Didn't Jose Ramirez want to stay at third base? 

A: My guess is Ramirez wanted to stay there unless switching to second base meant a dramatic upgrade to the infield. Adding Donaldson does 
that. 



Q: How so? 

A: A healthy Donaldson is at least the equal of Ramirez defensively at third. Ramirez is a much better second baseman than Jason Kipnis. 

Q: But what about Kipnis in center? 

A: Had the Indians not obtained Donaldson and Kipnis remained at second base, they would have had rookie Greg Allen and veteran Rajai 
Davis in center. Now, they can add Kipnis to that mix. 

Q: Who is the best center fielder for the playoffs? 

A: The Indians are wrestling with that question. Kipnis will receive the first shot to play center field. Allen will replace him in late innings for 
defense. 

Q: Will Kipnis hit? 

A: Davis and Allen both were hitting exactly .238 heading into the weekend. In 425 at bats, they've combined for three HR and 24 RBI. Allen 
has shown some life at bat after the All-Star break, even a slumping Kipnis is likely to add more to the lineup. Kipnis entered the weekend 
batting .228 (.691 OPS) with 15 HR and 64 RBI. 

Q: Explain the big picture. 

A: Donaldson is a slight defensive improvement at third base over Ramirez. And Ramirez is a significant upgrade at second over Kipnis. And 
Kipnis gives the Tribe a better option in center at the plate. It's hard to know how Allen or Davis will hit in the post-season. Meanwhile, the 
Indians added Donaldson's bat to the lineup -- and didn't subtract anyone. 

Q: What about the rest of the outfield? 

A: The Indians re-signed Michael Brantley and he stayed healthy. The left fielder is hitting .307 (.831 OPS) with 15 HR and 72 RBI. He hit .308 
before the All-Star break, .305 after. He's been remarkably consistent and healthy. 

Q: What about right field? 

A: Since the All-Star break, Melky Cabrera is batting .299 (.849 OPS) with six HR and 21 RBI. The switch hitter will start. The problem is an 
outfield of Brantley/Kipnis/Cabrera doesn't have much range. The Indians may end up using defensive replacements for Kipnis and Cabrera. 
That's not ideal. 

Q: What if Donaldson gets hurt? 

A: The Indians are back where they started before the August 31 trade. Donaldson has tremendous motivation to play well. He loves the post-
season (.292 career hitter) and is a free agent heading into 2019. This is a chance for him to show other teams he can still be an excellent third 
baseman. 

Cleveland Indians vs. Minnesota Twins - Aug. 30, 2018Mike Clevinger is one of baseball most underrated starters. Chuck Crow / Plain Dealer  

Mike Clevinger may be the most underrated starting pitcher in the American League. 

In the last two seasons, Clevinger has a 23-14 record with a 3.13 ERA. He's consistent and probably would be at least a No. 2 starter on most 
teams. 

But with the Indians, Clevinger is behind two-time Cy Young winner Corey Kluber, Trevor Bauer and Carlos Carrasco. 

The Indians are hopeful Bauer will be recovered enough from his ankle injury to pitch in the playoffs. 

But if he's not, a rotation of Kluber, Carrasco and Clevinger remains one of the best top three in baseball. Add in Shane Bieber at No. 4, and 
you still have to respect the Tribe in the post-season even without Bauer. 

I'm not going to bury you with stats, but lets look at where the Tribe's first four starters rank in the American League in ERA: 

3rd: Bauer, 2.22 ERA. 

6th: Kluber, 2.91 ERA. 

8th: Clevinger, 3.16 ERA. 

11th: Carrasco, 3.43 ERA. 

The Indians have four of the top 11 starters in the American League. 

Overall, Tribe starters have a 3.41 ERA, only Houston (3.21 ERA) is better in the American League. 

And quietly, Clevinger has become a big part of that rotation. 

Lonnie Chisenhall probably has played his last game for the Tribe. He has been out since July 1 with a calf injury. He is a free agent at the end 
of the season. When Chisenhall did play this season, he hit .321 (.894 OPS) with one HR and nine RBI in 84 at bats. He has played only 47 
games since the 2017 All-Star game because of calf muscle injuries. 

In the last few years, the Indians found a valuable role for Chisenhall as a right fielder who played against right-handed pitching. But the calf 
injuries are a very serious matter. That's why many teams backed away from trading for Donaldson, who was out from the end of May until 
September with that type of injury. 

1. Ryan Merritt will soon become a minor league free agent. The lefty had a variety of injuries. He had a 3-3 record and 3.76 ERA in limited duty 
at Class AAA Columbus. His fastball was only in the 84-86 mph range. 

2. The Indians are happy with first-round pick Noah Naylor, who batted .274 (.783 OPS) with a pair of homers in the Arizona Summer League. It 
was the first time the 18-year-old was away from home. The Indians believe he can become a very good hitter. 



3. The Tribe's second-round pick was Lenny Torres, who had a 1.76 ERA with 22 strikeouts in 15 1/3 innings in Arizona. He is 17. 

4. Third-round pick Richard Palacios went from two rookie league teams to Class A Lake County this season, batting a combined .361 (.960 
OPS) with six HR and 30 RBI. The 21-year-old second baseman came from Towson University. 

5. The Tribe took a pair of pitchers near the top of their draft. Third-rounder Nick Sandlin (Southern Mississippi) had a 2-0 record and 3.00 ERA 
as he advanced all the way from rookie ball to Class AA Akron. Fourth-round Adam Scott (Wofford) had a 3-1 record and 1.85 ERA as he went 
from rookie ball to Class A Lynchburg. Both of these relievers could make a huge jump next season. 

6. The Tribe' s 2015 first-rounder, Brady Aiken, was drafted as he was coming off major elbow reconstruction surgery. In 2017, the lefty was 5-
13 with a 4.77 ERA in Lake County. The Indians kept him in Goodyear this summer, trying to rebuild his arm strength. He didn't pitch in a game. 
He's only 22, so his career is not over. But it looks like there is a very long road ahead of him. 

7. Tyler Freeman was the 71st pick in the 2017 draft, and the 19-year-old shortstop batted .352 (.916 OPS) with two HR and 30 RBI for 
Mahoning Valley. 

8. One more name: Nolan Jones (second round, 2016) batted .283 (.871 OPS) with 16 HR and 66 RBI splitting the year between Class A 
teams Lake County and Lynchburg. Several scouts have told me the 20-year-old has a chance to be an elite hitter. 

9. On the same day the Indians traded for Leonys Martin, they also made a minor league deal for Oscar Mercado. Acquired from St. Louis, 
Mercado is a speedy center fielder. Splitting the year between Class AAA Memphis and Columbus, Mercado batted .278 (.738 OPS) with eight 
HR, 47 RBI and 37 steals. The 23-year-old is a prospect to watch while the Indians look for outfielders next season. 
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Here's how Mike Clevinger went from Tommy John surgery to winning clincher for Cleveland Indians 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - As the celebration wound down Saturday night, someone posted the "Morning After' lineup for Sunday's game against the 
Tigers at Progressive Field. Call it a precautionary move just to make sure no one roamed too far afield after the Indians clinched their third 
straight AL Central title. 

The lineup went like this: LF Rajai Davis, CF Greg Allen, 3B Josh Donaldson, 1B Yandy Diaz, DH Brandon Guyer, RF Brandon Barnes, C Eric 
Haase, SS Erik Gonzalez, 2B Adam Rosales and right-hander Shane Bieber. 

Mike Clevinger had no such worries. He'd already done his work and done it well. 

Clevinger pitched six scoreless innings on Saturday afternoon as the Indians beat Detroit, 15-0, to earn a spot in the postseason with the 10th 
AL Central Division title in franchise history. 

The Indians, a little over four years ago, sent Vinny Pestano to the Angels for Clevinger. The Angels drafted Clevinger in the fourth round in in 
2011, but he was coming off Tommy John surgery and his future was in doubt. 

So how did he get from there to starting and winning Saturday's clincher? 

"That's a real heavy question right now," said Clevinger, with a laugh in the Indians' champagne and beer soaked locker room. "Literally, I didn't 
know. ... I wanted to still be a baseball player, but I didn't know if that was for sure going to happen to me. Being here, I mean, it's huge for me. 
It's a testament to a lot of the work this organization puts into their minor leagues and how much work they put into me individually when I came 
over." 

Clevinger, who has won 12 games in consecutive seasons, spent the remainder of the 2014 season and most of the next two years in the 
minors. 

"When I came over here, I wasn't some 98-mph throwing 19-year-old like I was when I got drafted," said Clevinger. "I was older, throwing 
slower, my mechanics were out of whack coming off Tommy John surgery. 

"And they invested the time. I mean, countless of hours of me, Ruben (Niebla, minor league pitching coordinator) and other guys down there in 
Arizona on the backfields without a ball. Just figuring things out. It's paying dividends now, but they do that throughout the organization. I think 
it's huge and I can tell you from one organization to others, it's not like that everywhere. That's why I really appreciate everything everyone does 
behind the doors here." 

Speaking of doors, when Clevinger was done for the day Saturday, he walked through the Tribe's clubhouse doors and had a flashback to a 
bad time. The date was Nov. 2, 2016 - Game 7 of the World Series between the Indians and Cubs. When the Indians tied the score 6-6 on a 
Rajai Davis home run in the eighth inning, the clubhouse crew immediately started plastering the locker room with plastic sheeting in 
preparation for the celebration. 

Clevinger just so happened to walk in on that scene and everyone knows what happened next. 

On Saturday, he walked into the clubhouse to find the clubhouse wrapped in the same plastic sheeting and did not feel well. 

"To be completely honest, when I first came back in after pitching, they had the crew in here setting it up," said Clevinger. "It literally made me - 
I don't want to say this and have it taken the wrong way - but I got sick to my stomach because the last time I saw them doing that here, we 
ended up losing Game 7 and being sent home. 

"That's why I was like, 'Oh, my God.' We were preparing to (win) the World Series and then that had to get ripped down and we all had to leave 
in tears and silence. 

The difference, of course, is that when Clevinger left Saturday's game, the Indians had a 15-0 lead. Still, he sees the last two trips to the 
postseason as reason for motivation. In 2016, the Indians lost the World Series in seven games. Last year they were upset by the Yankees in 
the first round after winning 102 games in the regular season. 

"That's the thing that is going to motivate us to go even farther this year," said Clevinger. 



Clevinger (12-8, 3.06) struck out five, walked three and allowed one hit on Saturday. He thinks the Tribe's early clinch will help settle the roster 
over the last 14 games over the season. 

"I know, personally, I kind of wanted to get it over with," said Clevinger. "I think you can see the way everyone played, they wanted to get it over 
with now, just so we can actually celebrate and enjoy it for a short time period. 

"Then we still have some games to get it together and prepare for our toughest task - the playoffs. We still have a lot of molding and acclimating 
to do." 

The sure-thing Cleveland Indians win the AL Central; now the real work begins 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - Chris Antonetti said there are no foregone conclusions in baseball. He should know better than most as the president of 
baseball operations for the Indians. 

But if there was one, his ball club is it. 

Never pushed, never threatened, the Indians clinched the AL Central on Saturday with a 15-0 win over Detroit at Progressive Field. 

They did it in stages, like an old man getting out of bed. They took over first place on April 21. By June 27, they had an 81/2-game lead. Since 
Aug. 8, they've had a lead of 10 or more games in a division where every other team is rebuilding. They did all that while barely showing a 
pulse. 

There was no historic 22-game winning streak like 2017. In 2013, Terry Francona's first year as manager, they had to win their last 10 games 
just to earn a wild card spot. This team never found themselves in such a perilous situation because the competition in the division was so poor. 

Yes, the Tigers prevented the Indians from clinching on Friday night with a well-played 5-4 victory. But Saturday's blowout win is much more 
indicative of what the AL Central is going through everywhere outside of Progressive Field. 

Francisco Lindor and Michael Brantley set the tone with consecutive homers to start the first inning. By the time the inning ended, the Indians 
were up 6-0 and the Tigers had made two of their four errors. Then Mike Clevinger took care of business from the other side of the ball with six 
scoreless innings. 

Saturday's win made the Indians the first team this season to clinch a division title and gave them an 83-65 record. With 14 games left in the 
season it seems absurd to suggest they have yet to play their best baseball. But Francona would be the first to say that. 

Now with certain players getting rested over the last two weeks of the season, it's something that won't be achieved, perhaps, until the 
postseason. The Indians have had their moments, but this is a team that has basically been geared for one thing - playing well in October. 

So if Tribe's third straight division title was such a sure thing, why celebrate it? Just turn the page, slap some ice on Edwin Encarnacion's right 
ankle - he left in the fourth inning after twisting it at second base - and start breaking down the Houston Astros for their anticipated meeting in 
the ALDS on Oct. 5. 

That would be a mistake. When a team clinches, regardless of the situation, champagne should be sprayed and cigars smoked. This is the 
Indians' sixth straight winning season since Francona became manager in 2013. This is the third straight trip to the postseason and the fourth 
overall under Francona. 

It is the longest stretch of postseason baseball by the Indians since they won six division titles in seven years from 1995 through 2001. Those 
teams celebrated after each clinch and every time they advanced in the postseason. The reason why is simple - as quickly as winning becomes 
routine, it can end. 

Ownership can have a change of heart. Teams can get sold and payrolls reduced. Players get old, injured or leave through free agency or 
trades. After the Indians won the division in 2001, they went to the postseason once in the next 11 years. So when teams get a chance to 
celebrate, they should. 

When the Indians clinched the AL Central in 2001, CC Sabathia was a rookie. I remember him drenched in champagne, imagining that this was 
the way it was going to be every year with the Indians. Standing next to him was veteran Chuck Finley. When Finley was a rookie in 1986 with 
the Angels, he went to the postseason and never returned until he joined the Indians before the 2001 season. He told Sabathia to enjoy the 
moment because it may not come again. 

Sabathia said he understood Finley's message. But he was only a kid and fortunately for him he's been to the postseason seven more times in 
his long career. But it doesn't always unfold that way. 

So now the focus moves to October. The Indians can send out their advance scouts - if they aren't already on the road - to follow their potential 
playoff opponents. They will plan for the future as well. 

The Indians, for the second straight year, stand to lose several free agents. Andrew Miller, Cody Allen, Brantley, Josh Donaldson, Melky 
Cabrera, Rajai Davis and Lonnie Chisenhall are among the players who will be free agents at the end of the year. 

The organization's goal is to keep winning, to buck the trend that small to mid-size market teams only have a limited shelf life to be a 
postseason contender. To do that takes contributions from every part of the organization. The Indians have done that for one more year. 

They should take a moment and enjoy it. 
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Cleveland Indians claim 10th AL Central Division title by pummeling Detroit Tigers, 15-0 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 

 



CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Standing one victory away from locking up the 14th postseason appearance in franchise history, the Cleveland Indians 
were not about to take anything for granted Sunday against division rival Detroit at Progressive Field. 

Francisco Lindor and Michael Brantley slugged back-to-back home runs leading off the first inning, sparking a 15-0 rout of the Tigers behind six 
shutout innings from starting pitcher Mike Clevinger. 

The victory gave Cleveland its third consecutive American League Central Division title and the franchise's 10th crown since divisional play 
began in 1994. The Indians are 15 1/2 games ahead of second place Minnesota with 14 to play. 

"All things considered, we clinched at home, and we did it in a convincing way," manager Terry Francona said. "We pitched well. We hit well. 
That's a nice day." 

Clevinger struck out five Tigers and allowed only one hit in six innings. It was his fourth scoreless start of at least five innings and the second 
start where he allowed only one hit through at least six. 

The shutout is Cleveland's 16th on the season, tying the Chicago Cubs for the most in the big leagues. 

"You can see by the way everyone played, they wanted to get it over with now, just so we can actually celebrate and enjoy it for this short time 
period," Clevinger said. "We still have some games to get it together and prepare for what's going to be our toughest task -- that's going to 
obviously be the playoffs." 

Clevinger (12-8, 3.06) didn't need a lot of help, but the Tribe's offense delivered anyway. Every Indians starter had at least one hit and one RBI 
by the fifth inning. Jose Ramirez and Yonder Alonso collected three hits apiece, and Ramirez finished a home run short of the cycle. The AL 
MVP candidate picked up his 100th RBI on a double in the Tribe's five-run second inning. 

Detroit starter Michael Fulmer (3-12, 4.69) exited after the home runs by Lindor and Brantley with right knee soreness. Lindor's leadoff homer 
gave him a club-record eight on the season, passing Grady Sizemore's total in 2008. Brantley's blast marked the eighth time the Indians have 
hit back-to-back homers, and the second time in as many days. 

Cleveland scored six times in the first and added five runs in the second behind five consecutive base hits. Melky Cabrera and Edwin 
Encarnacion posted a pair of singles. Encarnacion exited the game in the fourth inning after suffering a mild right ankle sprain. 

What it means 

The Indians have reached the playoffs for the fourth time under manager Terry Francona and the 14th time in franchise history, including a wild 
card berth in 2013. 

The pitches 

Fulmer threw five pitches, four (80 percent) for strikes. Clevinger threw 91 pitches, 55 (60 percent) for strikes. 

Detroit's Victor Martinez bids another tearful goodbye to Cleveland Indians and fans 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Victor Martinez, one of the best catchers in Indians history, is expected to retire at the end of this season. 

Martinez hasn't played for the Indians since 2009, when they traded him to Boston. But he was signed, developed and brought to the big 
leagues by them. Martinez, 39, has spent the last seven years with the Tigers. 

From 2002-09, Martinez hit .297 (900-for-3,035) with 103 homers and 518 RBI for the Indians. He went to three All-Star Games and won the AL 
Silver Slugger award for catcher in 2004. 

Before Saturday's game, the Indians honored the switch-hitting Martinez with a video on the Progressive Field scoreboard. Chris Antonetti, 
Indians president of baseball operations, and manager Terry Francona presented Martinez with replica of home plate with his accomplishments 
with the Indians inscribed on it. 

Martinez was visibly moved, wiping tears from his eyes as he hugged Antonetti and Francona and waved to the fans. The Detroit dugout was 
filled with his teammates as they applauded Martinez. 

When the Indians traded him to Boston on July 31, 2009 for Justin Masterson, Nick Hagadone and Bryan Price, Martinez cried as well in the 
Tribe's locker room. He was a player who never wanted to leave Cleveland. 

In Boston he formed a great relationship with Francona, who was managing the Red Sox at the time. The friendship has stayed strong over the 
years. 

"He's one of the nicest guys in the game and one of the most professional hitters, just a great teammate," said Francona. "You can pretty much 
write anything good and put my name next to it (about Victor). That's how I feel." 

Francona did not feel so good about facing Martinez and the Tigers when he became manager of the Indians. Especially when Martinez was 
hitting in the middle of Dertroit's lineup along with Miguel Cabrera. 

"There were some times when it almost looked like he was playing softball," said Francona. "He would go through those periods where he was 
locked in and they would just throw it and he would hit it. 

"When you were with him, it was good. When you were against him, it was a bad feeling. I thought he was the perfect batter to hit behind Miggy 
(Cabrera), because nobody wanted to pitch to Miggy. If you didn't, Victor was going to hurt you and it didn't matter if it was left- or right-handed." 

Martinez never forgot his days in Cleveland and he made sure the Indians never forgot him. He's a .295 (135-for-458) lifetime hitter against 
them with 15 homers, 75 RBI and a .826 OPS. 

In 2007, when the Indians won the AL Central and reached Game 7 of the ALCS before being eliminated by Francona's Red Sox, Martinez hit 
.301 (169-for-562) with 25 homers and a career-high 114 RBI. 



This is Martinez's 16th season in the big leagues. He entered Saturday's game as a .295 career hitter with 421 doubles, 246 homers and 1,177 
RBI. 

After the Indians clinched the AL Central title with a 15-0 win over the Tigers, Francona was asked about the pre-game ceremony with 
Martinez. 

"He got really emotional. That was pretty cool," said Francona. "That certainly touched him. Either that, or he wasn't happy with the gift." 

Yes, Francona was kidding. 
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Tribe honors V-Mart with pregame ceremony 

By Casey Harrison MLB.com 

CLEVELAND -- Tigers slugger Victor Martinez hasn't shown much emotion during an unofficial farewell tour, but something felt different for the 
16-year veteran as he walked out of the visitors' dugout on Saturday at Progressive Field. 

 

Martinez greeted Indians manager Terry Francona and president of baseball operations Chris Antonetti, and he was handed a replica of home 

plate inscribed with all of Martinez's accolades as a member of the Indians from 2002-09. 

As fans gave Martinez a standing ovation, a montage played on the scoreboard of his greatest moments in an Indians uniform. That's when it 

sank in. 

 

Martinez taking in the standing ovation from the crowd, realizing he may be playing his last game at Progressive Field. Manager Ron 

Gardenhire said it’s up to V-Mart if he’s playing tomorrow. 
 

Martinez removed his hat, raised it with his right hand and spun to take in the crowd. Behind his sunglasses, tears began to well up. All he 

could do was wipe them away before giving big hugs to Antonetti and Francona, as he walked back to the dugout to prepare for Saturday's 

game. 

 

"It means a lot," Martinez said prior to the ceremony. 

 

There's a chance that Saturday marked Martinez's final game against the Indians as he plans to retire at the end of the season. Tigers manager 

Ron Gardenhire said he might rest Martinez, who went 0-for-1 before being lifted for a pinch-hitter on Saturday, in the series finale on Sunday, 

but the decision is ultimately up to Martinez. 
 

"I'll talk to him about it and find his thoughts," Gardenhire said. 

 

After learning Martinez was going to be honored, Gardenhire decided to sing his praises. 

 

"I love Victor, he's one one of the reasons I'm working for the Detroit Tigers instead of the old team [Twins] I used to work for," Gardenhire said. 

"Because when he was [with the Indians], he killed us. We couldn't get him out. 

 

"He's been a great hitter. I'm just lucky to have him on my side and actually getting to manage this guy at the end of his career." 

Martinez signed with the Indians as an amateur free agent in 1996. Once a highly touted switch-hitting catcher, he debuted in 2002 and spent 
parts of eight seasons with the Tribe until being traded to the Red Sox -- where Francona became his manager -- in '09. 

 

"He's one of the nicest guys in the game and one of the most professional hitters, great teammate," Francona said. "You can pretty much write 

anything good and put my name next to it. That's how I feel." 

 

Martinez made three of his five All-Star appearances with the Indians, and he hit .297 with 103 home runs, 191 doubles and 518 RBIs with the 

Tribe. He logged 101 RBIs in 2004, which is still a franchise record for a catcher. Martinez hit 25 home runs and helped lead the Tribe to the 

American League Championship Series in 2007. 

 

"We had some good years here with guys like [CC Sabathia], Cliff Lee, Travis Hafner," Martinez said, smiling. 
 

Martinez, 39, who entered Saturday with a career .295 average and an .815 OPS, was diagnosed with an irregular heartbeat last August, which 

ultimately ended his 2017 season. However, the designated hitter has been praised by many for his comeback effort this season, as he entered 

Saturday hitting .249/.297/.352 in 127 games. 

 

"One of the best switch-hitters you'll ever see," Francona said. 

 

Trevor Bauer, a ‘good building block,’ and a step in the right direction for the playoff-bound Indians 

T.J. Zuppe Sep 16, 2018  2   

CLEVELAND — The stands were empty. There were no opposing hitters. No umpires. No fielders. No game plan to execute. 
 

And as for the loud music, celebratory cigars and victory champagne that accompany clinching a division title, that would come much later. 

 

There was only Trevor Bauer, a mound and a handful of eager observers, curious to see him toe the Progressive Field slab for the first time 

since a stress fracture put his Cy Young-caliber season on hold. 

 



Without question, the 40-pitch session Saturday was a step forward for the rehabbing Bauer. But how big of a step? 

 

“We’ll have to see how he recovers tomorrow, how his body responds to the increased activity today, and then build a plan for the next few 

days,” Chris Antonetti said. “But, again, today was a really good step in the right direction.” 

 
Bauer, long before he spent his early evening splashing beer over the unsuspecting head of rookie Shane Bieber, began his morning dressed 

in his home white uniform, blue and red batting practice cap and high red socks. 

 

He initiated an abbreviated long toss routine before making his way to the mound. He began to fire warmup toss after warmup toss to bullpen 

catcher Armando Camacaro, all under the watchful eye of Carl Willis, who studied his every move from behind the mound, towel draped over 

his shoulders. 

 

Antonetti watched from beyond the dugout steps. Eric Binder, director of player development, was flanked behind home plate by a handful of 

others from the baseball ops department, tending to the high-speed camera positioned just beyond the dish. Scott Atchison and a number of 

clubhouse attendants and staff made up the rest of the gallery, spilling out of the third-base dugout to catch a glimpse of the souped-up 
throwing session. 

 

Bauer began from the stretch. He transitioned to the full windup. He threw all of his pitch types. He occasionally (and justifiably) demonstrated a 

bit of frustration with himself, attempting to get his body and arm in line. He retreated to the dugout, sat on the bench for a few minutes, 

grabbed a cup of Gatorade, then ventured back toward the mound. 

 

After simulating two innings and tossing 40 pitches, he checked his velocity, held a quick meeting with the Indians staff, then was met by a 

crowd of onlooking reporters. 

It’s impossible to completely replicate the adrenaline of a game setting. But, in Bauer’s eyes, this beat throwing in the bullpen again. 

 
“There’s no adrenaline in a bullpen session,” Bauer said. “As much as you try to compete with yourself or trick yourself mentally or whatever, it’s 

just not there.” 

 

For Bauer, that meant challenging himself to ramp up the velocity. That’s typically hard to generate, at least for him, in a non-game setting. To 

make things more challenging, Saturday marked just Bauer’s second sanctioned mound session since suffering the stress fracture in his fibula 

on a comebacker in early August. 

 

His mechanics still aren’t quite right (though, he believes they’ll return quickly). He’s still dealing with normal soreness. And despite throwing 

from his knees in the outfield just days after suffering the injury, the disruption in his normal routines has made it difficult to evaluate how closely 

his current velocity compares with where he’d ultimately like it to be. 
 

“I try to simulate as much as possible, but things are just a lot different in a game situation,” Bauer said. “I don’t know. That’s uncharted territory 

on that front. But I felt like I was able to throw a decent amount of strikes today. Felt like I could compete.” 

 

Though the Trackman data wasn’t available to the media, Bauer said he sat between 85 and 90 mph — mostly 87 and 88 — which he felt was 

pretty typical for his side sessions. Even so, no one expected him to look like the hurler who had posted a career-low 2.22 ERA and was 

battling for the FanGraphs lead in pitching WAR prior to the injury. 

 

But with each remaining day between now and the playoffs proving to be extremely valuable — at least in terms of what role Bauer will play in 

October — a positive step is a positive step. 
 

“(The goal) was to try to take that intensity up a little bit more,” Antonetti said, “be able to capture some information, so we can monitor progress 

with it. Trevor seemed to really embrace it.” 

 

The Indians remain confident that, given Bauer’s current course, the right-hander will return to game action before they run out of regular-

season games. With Saturday’s 15-0 rout of the Tigers in the books, that leaves 14 games for that to happen. 

 

Is that enough time to ramp him up to a starter’s workload? If not, would he contribute as a multi-inning reliever? And can we even speculate, 

knowing that another mound session next week (perhaps featuring live hitters) is all we know about Bauer’s near future? 

 
Those questions remain the last major uncertainty for a team that has already shifted their third baseman to second, their second baseman to 

center field — all to accommodate the arrival of an impressive lottery ticket in Josh Donaldson — and brought Andrew Miller, a potential playoff 

difference-maker, back off the disabled list. 

 

Even with all of that considered, Bauer might top the list of biggest impact. 

 

“I pitch when they tell me to pitch,” he said. “I feel confident that I’ll be able to compete and help us win in whatever role that is. I come into 

spring training ready to throw five-six-seven innings. I’ll make that point clear.” 

 

Still, that response removes any doubt about Bauer’s desire to start (as if that was ever in question), and given how his dominance grew to 
become the norm prior to the injury, it’s the biggest factor standing in the way of their most ideal playoff scenario. 

 



On one hand, that’s encouraging. It offers a belief that the club, one that has never gained a consistent footing and established what sort of 

team they really are, has a higher level to achieve. 

 

“I think we’re in an exciting place right now,” Bieber said while dodging Bauer’s beer assault. “We have an extremely dynamic lineup and roster 

at that. There’s a lot more pieces that can come into play that can make this extremely exciting.” 
 

Conversely, it also makes it a little terrifying. 

 

Teams actively gravitate toward the known over the unknown this time of year, and, at this point, Bauer’s ultimate fate hangs in limbo. 

 

That’s why they’ll grab on to the small pieces of certainty along the way, whether that’s enjoying a Saturday evening division clinch for their third 

consecutive AL Central championship, or focusing on the positive step forward for a critical member of their starting rotation. 

 

“I think what we saw there at the end (of the session) — the last five or six pitches — were just, ‘All right, let’s go. I’m going to get after it.’ And I 

think he sequenced his delivery a little bit better,” Antonetti said. “His stuff was a little bit crisper, so it’s a good building block for him. 
 

“Overall, a very good day and a step in the right direction for us.” 

 

Indians racing the clock to be healthy for playoffs | Jeff Schudel 

By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal 

The Indians will not win 102 games as they did in 2017 when a 22-game winning streak was a booster-shot to their season, and that’s fine with 

manager Terry Francona. 

 

What did that record-setting streak do for them in the playoffs? Absolutely nothing. They were knocked out by the Yankees in five games in the 

ALDS. 
 

The Indians are 83-65. Even if they finished the regular season without another loss, the best they could finish is 97-65. 

 

What is important is the Indians have two weeks to get their injured players back healthy for the playoffs. Specifically, that means getting pitcher 

Trevor Bauer off the disabled list and back in the rotation. 

The hope also is two more weeks facing major league pitching will be enough time for Josh Donaldson to get back into a hitting groove on a 

consistent basis. Donaldson, acquired on Aug. 31 in a trade with the Toronto Blue Jays, was sidelined May 28 with a calf injury that kept him on 

Toronto’s disabled list until the trade was made. 

 

The Sept. 11 game in Tampa was Donaldson’s first with the Indians. His next start was Sept. 14 against the Tigers. He followed a home run by 
Edwin Encarnacion with a home run of his own and singled in the ninth inning. 

 

The Indians are being cautious. Donaldson was rested again on Sept. 15 with plans to play him on Sept. 16. The goal is too have him able to 

play back-to-back games in the playoffs. 

 

“We’ve been somewhat unsettled for a decent part of the year,” Francona said. “We may not have our best team until the last week of the 

season, but if we do then ... I mean last year after we won 22 in a row we went into the playoffs so unsettled. That doesn’t help. So, hopefully, 

we’ll be able to put that part behind us. 

 

“We have (Andrew) Miller, Donaldson, (Jason) Kipnis, (Jose) Ramirez — hopefully the moving parts aren’t moving anymore and everybody’s 
healthy going in.” 

 

Miller battled a knee injury most of the summer and was shelved with a shoulder injury for 10 days in September. He has built himself back to 

the point where he can pitch in back-to-back games, Francona said. The Indians will need that from him in the postseason. 

 

“We talk to him every day,” Francona said. “We talk to the medical staff every day. It’s funny because you’re at the point in the season where 

you’re trying to kind of cut back on some of the guys and you’re trying to build him up.” 

 

Miller was not sharp against the Tigers on Sept. 14. He gave up a double, a walk and a single. He allowed one inherited runner to score and 

gave up an earned run. He threw 24 pitches. The plan going into the Sept. 15 game was to let Miller rest and use him on Sept. 16. 
 

• The news on Bauer is encouraging. He threw a bullpen session on Sept. 12 and was scheduled to throw another on Sept. 15. Typically that 

involves throwing 20-25 pitches. 

 

“I think what was almost as important was how he bounced back,” Francona said. “He threw all his pitches. And he’s been on the Alter-G 

treadmill at 80 percent. In three more days, he has the go-ahead to go land-based running.” 

 

The Alter-G treadmill allows users of it to run without putting stress on their legs. 

 

Bauer has been on the disabled list with a stress fracture in his right leg since Aug. 12 after being hit by a line drive in a game with the White 
Sox. 

 

Jason Kipnis pumps up newest Indians teammate Josh Donaldson 



By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal 

Indians pitcher Josh Tomlin had an excellent view of Josh Donaldson at the plate Sept. 11 when Donaldson made his debut in an Indians 

uniform. 

 

“That guy’s one of the best players in the game, there’s no question about it,” Tomlin said Sept. 14 after starting and getting a no-decision in the 
Indians’ 5-4 loss to the Tigers. “We were actually talking in the dugout the other day, his first game at Tampa. He took a swing, and I kind of got 

chills. Because I’m glad he’s on our side now watching that swing as opposed to actually having to face that swing.” 

 

That observation was made on a night when Donaldson was 0-for-4. 

 

The slugging third baseman acquired from the Blue Jays on Aug. 31 made his next start against the Tigers in the Sept. 14 game. He launched 

a blast onto the home run porch in the sixth inning and lashed a single to center as part of a rally in the ninth. 

If all goes as planned, those mighty swings will help carry the Indians to their ultimate goal of winning the World Series. The crowd of 26,956 at 

Progressive Field was just winding down from cheering a home run by Edwin Encarnacion when Donaldson smashed his. 

 
“Honestly, the coolest part of all of it is how the fans reacted and then how my teammates have received me coming in,” Donaldson said in the 

Indians clubhouse Sept. 14. “Everybody was so pumped up. Kip (Jason Kipnis) came up to me after my second at-bat when I just missed one 

and said, ‘Hey, it’s going to come. Don’t worry about it.’ 

 

“And, you know, I’ve been around the game a long time. He’s been around the game a long time. As a player, you know when a guy needs a 

break or a word of encouragement. He did that for me, and that means a lot.” 

 

The message from Kipnis is significant because Kipnis is the odd man out. He played most of the season at second base, but since Donaldson 

plays third, Jose Ramirez was moved from third to second. Kipnis plays center field. 

 
On days when Donaldson doesn’t play, Erik Gonzalez will play third. Manager Terry Francona promised Ramirez he will not bounce Ramirez 

between third and second; Ramirez, barring injuries, will stay at second until the Indians are done playing baseball this season. 

 

The Indians are not going to push Donaldson. In his brief time on the Indians’ roster, he has showed no signs of the calf injury that forced the 

Blue Jays to put him on the disabled list May 29, but the Tribe is sticking with the plan to rest Donaldson. He played Sept. 14, sat Sept. 15 and 

will be back at third base Sept. 16, Francona said. 

 

“It’s nice to see (the home run) and then he got the base hit in the ninth inning to start an inning,” Francona said Sept. 14. “He just needs some 

reps. He won’t play tomorrow, but he’ll play Sunday and you know every time he plays it kind of feels almost like an investment. 

 
“He’s playing the heck out of third, just got to get him his at-bats.” 

 

Donaldson wants to go, go, go, but after missing more than two months of the season, he is listening to the Indians’ trainers. 

 

“They’re trying to ease me back into it, and it’s not something that I’m really accustomed to,” Donaldson said. “Normally, I just go all in. But I 

understand their reasoning for it, and I feel pretty good. My body’s been feeling pretty good. For me, it’s more about being able to breathe on 

the field and slowing myself down. I want to force the issue at times.” 

 

The Indians don’t want any setbacks now. They are counting on Donaldson’s bat in October. 

 
Indians clinch in impressive style, then celebrate | Opinion 

By David Glasier, The News-Herald 

The Indians left nothing to chance. 

 

Absolutely nothing. 

 

With their magic number for clinching a third straight American League Central title sitting at one, the Indians didn’t need any magic to punch 

their ticket to the postseason for a third straight season. 

 

Scoring runs early and in droves against the error-prone Detroit Tigers on Sept. 15, the Indians rolled to a 15-0 victory over the Detroit Tigers 
on a sunny, warm afternoon at Progressive Field. 

 

Shortly after the final out was made, all of the Indians players gathered in a circle at second base. What was said in that huddle stayed there, 

but the body language, including the rhythmic bobbing and jumping, spoke to a shared joy at significant achievement over the long haul. 

 

“You play 162 games, trying to win and reach your goals. When you do that, it’s pretty special,” said relief pitcher Cody Allen as sprays of beer 

and champagne cascaded around him in the post-game clubhouse celebration. 

 

Francisco Lindor and Michael Brantley, who got their team off and running in the clincher with back-to-back home runs to open the bottom of 

the first inning, earned praise from veteran manager Terry Francona for opening the floodgates. 
 

The Indians had struggled in their previous four games, three of them losses, scoring 11 runs. 

 



Against the Tigers in the second game of the three-game series, they had 11 runs on the board after the first two innings. 

 

“We had a little juice today,” Francona said. It was nice to see.” 

 

The round-trippers by Lindor and Brantley in the bottom of the first the abrupt undoing of Detroit starter Michael Fulmer. Brantley was still 
getting handshakes and high fives in the dugout when Detroit manager Ron Gardenhire made the call to the bullpen for rookie reliever Matt 

Hall. 

 

Fulmer was done for the day after two batters and five pitches for what was called right knee inflammation. 

 

The Tigers were done for the day when Hall’s nightmarish major-league debut came to a merciful end one inning plus even batters, eight hits 

and nine runs later. Because the fielders behind him treated the ball as if it was a lethally radioactive isotope, only six of the runs were earned. 

 

Hall, a promising left-hander who was the Tigers’ minor league pitcher of the year this season, greets the new day with 54.00 ERA. 

 
The Indians, now 83-65, greet the new day with the luxury of using their 14 remaining regular season games to prepare for another postseason 

run. 

 

There were other encouraging signs on a day when the Indians gave 26,532 paying customers quite the show. 

 

Jose Ramirez, now installed at second base with the Aug. 31 acquisition from Toronto of three-time AL All-Star Josh Donaldson, was 3-for-4 

with a double, two RBI and three runs scored. It’s been a relatively quiet four weeks at the plate for Ramirez, who has a career-high and team-

high 101 RBI. 

 

Starting pitcher Mike Clevinger again was solid, blanking the Tigers on one hit through six innings. The 27-year-old right-hander with the 
trademark long hair is 12-8 with a 3.06 ERA. 

 

Clevinger is the real deal in a standout starting rotation that will get even better when Trevor Bauer returns from the broken bone in his right leg 

that has had him on the disabled list since Aug. 14. 

 

Francona is an old hand at getting teams to the postseason. He did it five times in eight seasons at Boston, guiding the Red Sox to World 

Series titles in 2004 and 2007. Now, he’s done it four times in six seasons with the Indians. 

 

For good reason, the mood was buoyant in the stands and in the clubhouse as the Indians claimed the prize that was their’s for the taking from 

the start of this season. 
 

Indians notes: Josh Donaldson adapting to Tribe's cautious approach 

Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on Sept. 15, 2018 | Updated 8:14 p. m. 

CLEVELAND -- The Indians are tenderly trying to work Josh Donaldson back into form, playing him every other day after acquiring him in a 

waiver-wire trade from Toronto and activating him Monday.  

 

It’s not how the 2015 AL MVP rolls, but he’s adjusting to it since missing the majority of the season with multiple injuries and being sidelined 

since May. 

 

“They’re trying to ease me back into it and it’s not something that I’m really accustomed to. Normally, I just go all in,” said Donaldson, who was 
out of the lineup Saturday after collecting his first two hits for his new team Friday night, including his first home run -- a towering solo shot to 

left that tied the game in the sixth inning. “But I understand their reasoning for it. I’m just trying to leave it in their hands to see how this 

transpires. My body’s been feeling pretty good. For me, it’s more about being able to breathe on the field and slowing myself down, because I 

find myself at times, I want to go, go, go and I want to force the issue at times.” 

 

The Indians are proceeding with caution because they don’t want to jeopardize what Donaldson could provide if he stays healthy. 

 

When in form, he’s one of baseball’s most feared hitters, batting .285 and averaging 37 homers from 2015-17. And he’s an above-average 

defender at third base. 

 
“That guy’s one of the best players in the game, there’s no question about it,” right-hander Josh Tomlin said. “We were actually talking in the 

dugout the other day, his first game (Tuesday) at Tampa he took a swing and I kinda got chills. I’m glad he’s on our side now watching that 

swing as opposed to actually having to face that swing.” 

 

“I feel like both of them have been pretty good so far,” Donaldson said of his offense and defense. “It’s been a while since I’ve had this type of 

adrenaline going through my body. I’ve had to try to take a step back, breathe a little bit more, try to slow the game down.” 

 

Donaldson was in the midst of a rehab assignment for the Blue Jays for a problematic left calf and began another with the Indians when he was 

placed on the injured list shortly upon his arrival.  

 
The three-time all-star hit a grand slam in his first game for Triple-A Columbus on Sept. 3, then homered again for Double-A Akron in an 

Eastern League postseason game two days later. 

 



“I felt really good throughout the rehab,” he said. “I was really surprised with how well I was able to ... my pitch recognition was pretty on par 

pretty quick. The last three or four weeks, I’ve really turned a corner as far as how my body’s been able to recover and bounce back, so I’m 

happy with that.” 

 

Donaldson went hitless in his first seven at-bats for the Indians prior to the homer Friday night. He got some support from an unlikely source in 
Jason Kipnis -- a two-time all-star who was forced to change positions and could lose playing time thanks to Donaldson’s addition -- after 

popping out in the fourth inning. 

 

“Kip came up to me after my second at-bat, where I just missed one, and he said, ‘Hey, it’s gonna come. Don’t worry about it’” Donaldson said. 

“I’ve been around the game a long time. He’s been around the game a long time. But, as a player, you know when a guy needs (to catch) a 

break or a word of encouragement. He did that for me and that means a lot.” 

 

Bauer power 

 

Trevor Bauer (stress fracture lower-right leg) threw from the mound prior to Saturday’s game. 
 

“That was a really positive step in the right direction,” team president Chris Antonetti said. “The last handful (of pitches) he really got after it and 

let it go and felt pretty good with it. So, overall, a very good day and a step in the right direction for us.” 

 

Bauer threw 40 pitches and is expected to face hitters Tuesday during another session from the mound. 

“Felt good,” he said. “Mechanics were a little out of sequence, but I haven’t really been on a mound a whole lot in a month and a half. I expect 

those will come back pretty quickly. Physically it felt good.” 

 

“I know Trev wanted to feel like it was Game 7 today,” manager Terry Francona said. “It’s about impossible.” 

 
Bauer was expected to miss 4-6 weeks after being placed on the disabled list Aug. 12. The Indians are hoping he is able to pitch in a game 

before the regular season is complete.  

 

“If he continues on the path that he’s on, that would be our expectation,” Antonetti said. “Hopefully, we can build up volume and have him pitch 

multiple innings in a game. Exactly where that ends is really hard to predict, but that’s still the goal and objective.” 

 

“That’s not my decision,” Bauer said. “I pitch when they tell me to pitch. I feel confident that I’ll be able to compete and help us win in whatever 

role that is. I come into spring training ready to throw 5-6-7 innings. So, I’ll make that point clear. 

 

“I don’t know. I’m not a doctor. I would have cleared myself six weeks ago, so.” 
 

Bauer said he still feels soreness in the leg. 

 

“Sometimes. But that’s the way it is with an injury,” he said. “As long as there’s no chance of making it worse structurally, then whatever, pain is 

pain. I don’t care. I can pitch through that.” 

 

No way, Jose 

An largely unproductive second half has all but cost Jose Ramirez a chance of winning the award for the AL’s top player. 

 

Ramirez was a strong candidate to become the Indians’ first MVP since Al Rosen (1953) when he entered the all-star break batting .302 with 29 
homers, 70 RBIs and 20 stolen bases. But a second-half slump has seen him bat .231 in 50 games through Friday.  

 

Ramirez went deep Wednesday for the first time since Aug. 17 and entered Saturday hitting only .215 since Aug. 3 (38 games). 

 

It’s still been a top-shelf season for Ramirez, who ranked third in the AL with 38 homers, fourth with 99 RBIs and third with 32 stolen bases 

through Friday. He is just the third player in franchise history to reach 30 homers and 30 stolen bases in a single season -- the first to 

accomplish it in the majors since 2012. 

 

Roundin’ third 

The Indians, who have been credited for a no-quit approach under Francona, haven’t exactly displayed as much in the statistical department 
this year, entering Saturday with a 1-51 record when trailing after seven innings. The Indians had produced only four walk-off wins in 73 home 

games through Friday. ... Today, 1:10, STO; WEOL 930-AM, WTAM 1100-AM, WMMS 100.7-FM. Bieber (10-3, 4.32) vs. Liriano (4-10, 4.65).    

 

Indians 15, Tigers 0: Tribe romps way to third straight Central Division title 

Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on Sept. 15, 2018 | Updated 8:39 p. m. 

CLEVELAND -- A day after squandering an opportunity to clinch their third straight Central Division title, the Indians weren’t about to let another 

chance slip away. 

 

With its magic number at one, Cleveland came out swinging Saturday afternoon at Progressive Field, scoring 11 times within the first two 

innings en route to a 15-0 shellacking of division rival Detroit. 
 

When the final out was recorded, the Indians celebrated on the field before taking it to the clubhouse to toast another division championship 

that was pretty much a foregone conclusion since the all-star break. 



“We had a little juice today and that was good to see,” said manager Terry Francona, who has guided Cleveland to four postseason 

appearances in six years. “All things considered -- we clinched at home, we did it in a convincing way, we pitched well, we hit well. It was just a 

great day all the way.” 

 

“We understand we still have a long way to go. We still have 15-20 games,” shortstop Francisco Lindor said. “At least we know we’re going to 
be in the postseason. We had an idea we were going to be in the postseason for a week now, but still, it feels good to celebrate, give that little 

teaser to all the guys, like, ‘This is what could happen if you continue to win.’ Now we have to continue to compete day in and day out.” 

 

The Tigers, who committed four errors and used seven pitchers, were ripe for the beating. 

 

And it began early, with Lindor and Michael Brantley belting back-to-back leadoff home runs in the opening inning off Detroit starter Michael 

Fulmer, who left with an injury after surrendering the homers. 

 

Fulmer departed but the runs kept coming for the Indians, who scored six runs in the first and added another five in the second, batting around 

each time. Cleveland scored at least twice in each of the first four innings, amassing 15 of its 18 hits over the span. 
 

Everyone in the lineup contributed with each player producing at least one hit and an RBI -- the first time the Indians have accomplished as 

much since 1990. 

 

Right-hander Mike Clevinger was the beneficiary of the wealth of run support, notching his 12th win of the season after allowing just a hit and 

striking out five over six innings. He didn’t surrender a hit through the first three innings. 

 

With another title in tow, there was time for reflection in a joyous clubhouse filled with champagne and beer, but the Indians have higher goals 

in mind then raising another Central Division banner. 

 
“This is step one, but we’ve got to enjoy the moment,” Brantley said. “You understand how hard everybody worked to get here. This is a group 

effort all the way around and I’m glad to be a part of it. We’re trying to build something special here, and I think we’re doing it.”  

 

“It’s the fourth time in six years we’ve been able to do this,” right-hander Cody Allen said . That means the world to everybody here. We’ve got a 

lot of homegrown guys here -- a lot of guys who came up in the minor leagues together. And then everybody that’s come on board since Tito’s 

first year in 2013 that have just supplemented everything that Tito and Chris and all those guys have put into place. So to do it with this group is 

very special. 

 

“But this is kinda the first step. We have our sights set on something bigger. We’ve earned our right to play into October, which is nothing to be 

taken lightly, but we want to play a lot (more) baseball.” 
 

Francona said as his career has gone on that clinching a postseason berth has become more special and encouraged the postgame party. 

 

“I want the guys to enjoy it, because sometimes they’re young and they think they’re going to do it all the time, and you don’t,” he said. “So, 

enjoy the heck out of it. We’ll let em blow off some steam tonight and we’ll probably have a little bit of a different lineup (today). We got a day off 

Monday and then we’ll get back to work, and I think it works out well that way.” 

 

It wasn’t all positive for the Indians. 

 

Edwin Encarnacion left the game in the fourth inning after turning his right ankle on the second base bag. But the Indians announced it as a 
minor ankle sprain, saying he was removed for precautionary reasons. 

 

Francona said after the game that Encarnacion could have remained in the game. 

 

Trevor Bauer, inching toward comeback, throws off mound 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND -- Trevor Bauer moved a little closer to pitching in the postseason, throwing 40 pitches off the mound inside an empty Progressive 

Field on Saturday. 

 

It was a positive step in the All-Star right-hander's recovery from a broken leg that has kept him out of the rotation for more than a month. 
 

Bauer has been sidelined since Aug. 11 with a stress fracture in his right leg, which happened when he was struck by a line drive in Chicago. 

Earlier this week, he completed a bullpen session in Tampa, Florida, and followed it with a workout that was closely monitored by team 

president Chris Antonetti, pitching coach Carl Williams and team trainers. 

 

"Felt good," Bauer said afterward. "Mechanics were a little out of sequence, but I haven't really been on a mound a whole lot in a month and a 

half. I expect those will come back pretty quickly. Physically it felt good." 

 

Bauer said it was difficult to replicate game conditions, but he did all he could to mimic competing against major league hitters in a loud 

ballpark. 
 



"There's no adrenaline in a bullpen session," he said. "As much as you try to compete with yourself or trick yourself mentally or whatever, it's 

just not there. So hopefully I can face hitters next, get some people out here talking and yelling at some hitters, stuff like that, try to get the 

adrenaline up. 

 

"That'd be nice." 
The Indians think it would be nice if they could count on Bauer in October. The 27-year-old was having his best season and had moved into Cy 

Young consideration when he was nailed by a line drive hit by Chicago's Jose Abreu. 

 

Bauer remains miffed about the course of his season. Now, though, his focus is getting back and helping anyway he can -- whether it's starting 

or in relief. 

 

There's not much time left in the regular season, and Bauer doesn't know what the Indians have planned for him before the playoffs begin. 

 

"I pitch when they tell me to pitch," he said. "I feel confident that I'll be able to compete and help us win in whatever role that is. I come into 

spring training ready to throw 5-6-7 innings. So I'll make that point clear." 
 

Indians manager Terry Francona said Bauer will throw his next bullpen session on Tuesday, and it's possible he will do it with a batter at the 

plate -- to help simulate game situations. 

 

"I know Trev wanted to feel like it was Game 7 today," Francona said. "It's about impossible." 

 

'A class act:' Cleveland bids a fond farewell to Tigers Victor Martinez 

Chris McCosky, The Detroit News Published 3:01 p.m. ET Sept. 15, 2018 | Updated 2:27 a.m. ET Sept. 16, 2018 

Cleveland — These are the types of emotional episodes Victor Martinez has been trying to avoid as his 16-year career winds down. 

 
The Cleveland Indians, the organization that signed him as a teenager out of Venezuela and brought him to the big leagues in 2002, honored 

his career, especially the eight seasons he spent with the Indians, in a pregame ceremony Saturday. And it moved him, literally, to tears. 

 

“It definitely means a lot,” Martinez said before Saturday's 15-0 loss. “We had some good years here and I played with some good teammates 

— C.C. (Sabathia), Cliff Lee, Travis Hafner, so many. I remember 2007, we were one game away from the World Series and we couldn’t win 

one more game. 

 

“But this is the organization that gave me a chance to become a professional baseball player and brought me to the big leagues. It will always 

be remembered. Like my mom said, ‘We will always have the Indians in our heart.’” 

 
 

Martinez was a three-time All-Star with the Indians. He won one of his two Silver Slugger awards there. He hit .297 with a .369 on-base 

percentage and .463 slugging percentage in those eight seasons. He had an OPS-plus of 120, hitting 103 home runs and knocking in 518 runs. 

 

It was a jolt when he was traded to Boston in the middle of the 2009 season. His manager there, current Indians skipper Terry Francona. 

 

“He’s one of the nicest guys in the game,” Francona said. “One of the most professional hitters and greatest teammates you could want. You 

could pretty much write anything good and put my name next to it, because that’s how I feel.” 

 

More: Dandy debut: Tigers rookie Turnbull makes a powerful first impression 
 

More: Over and out? Jose Iglesias' season and perhaps his tenure in Detroit end 

 

Victor Martinez waves to the Cleveland Indians crowd after receiving a plaque honoring his announced retirement during a pre-game ceremony 

on Saturday. 

Victor Martinez waves to the Cleveland Indians crowd after receiving a plaque honoring his announced retirement during a pre-game ceremony 

on Saturday. (Photo: David Maxwell, Getty Images) 

 

Martinez hit .313 and made another All-Start team in his season and a half in Boston, before he signed with the Tigers — where he’d go on to 

inflict a lot of damage to Francona’s teams in Cleveland. 
 

“He is one of the best switch-hitters you’ll ever see,” Francona said. “There were sometimes when it looked like he was playing softball. He’d go 

through those periods where he was just so locked in. When you were with him, it was great. 

 

“When you were against him, it was a bad feeling.” 

 

Francona called Martinez the “perfect hitter” to bat after Miguel Cabrera in a lineup. 

 

“Nobody wanted to pitch to Miggy,” he said. “But if you didn’t, Victor was going to hurt you. It didn’t matter if it was right-handed or left-handed.” 

Martinez got two hits and an RBI on Friday night, adding on to the extensive damage he’s done over the years at Progressive Field. Martinez 
has hit .296 at Progressive in his career. His 289 RBIs rank second among active players, his 499 hits rank third. 

 

Tigers manager Ron Gardenhire has witnessed Martinez do similar damage to his Twins teams at Target Field. 



“He’s one of the reasons I’m working for the Detroit Tigers instead of the old team I used to work with,” he joked. “Because when he was here 

(with the Indians), he killed us. We couldn’t get him out. And when he was with Detroit, he killed us there, too. 

 

“He’s been a great hitter and I am just glad to have him on my side and get to manage the guy at the end of his career, getting to know him. We 

are all really happy for him. He’s a class act.” 
 

Martinez was doing his level best to stay on his routine Saturday. He did his cage work. He took batting practice on the field. He did his film 

study. But this wasn’t a normal game for him. 

 

“I just thank God that at this age I am still playing,” he said. “I know I can go home and say I gave everything I had to this game.” 

 

Around the horn 

Progressive Field continues to be a cliff dive for Tigers starter Michael Fulmer. 

 

In six starts here in his career, he's been tagged for 27 runs (20 earned) in 25 innings. The eight home runs he's allowed are the most he's 
allowed in any visiting park. 

 

...Sandy Baez had thrown 10.2 consecutive scoreless innings in his young big-league career. That ended Saturday when Yonder Alonso belted 

a two-run home run off him in the third inning. 

 

Nick Cafardo / SUNDAY BASEBALL NOTES Tony La Russa is loving every moment watching this year’s Red Sox 

Globe Staff By Nick Cafardo 

He’s won three pennants, three World Series, won 100 games four times, and is the third-winningest manager in Major League Baseball 
history, yet Hall of Famer Tony La Russa has enjoyed this Red Sox team as a vice president of baseball operations as much as any of those 
that he influenced as a manager. 

When I asked La Russa how much he’s been able to contribute to this 100-plus-win Red Sox team, he gave a thoughtful and honest answer. 

“I would say egotistically, I think a little less than 1 percent. Realistically a little bit above 0 percent. And I’m being realistic,” LaRussa quipped. 

He was a longtime friend and confidant to Dave Dombrowski as they began their major league careers together with the Chicago White Sox. 
They kept their friendship alive over the years and always respected what each had accomplished. 

Dombrowski hired La Russa to be an extra set of eyes for him. La Russa spends a lot of time with Dombrowski, both at home and on the road 
with the team. He’s often seen with Bill Belichick, who has become a close friend. 

Everything baseball every Monday-Friday during baseball season, and weekly in the offseason. 

It was thought La Russa would be a good mentor to Alex Cora, but what La Russa has found is that Cora has his act together like no young 
manager he’s seen. 

La Russa said it might have been a daunting task to get hired to win a World Series in his first year, but Cora has embraced the pressure. 

“That situation can be stressful but that’s the most impressive thing about him,” La Russa said. ”I attribute it to his background and experiences 
as a player but most importantly he played here. Expectations and pressure are not new to him. The crowd and the expectations could be 
tough to a normal manager, but he’s not normal.” 

La Russa has been extremely impressed not only with Cora but the coaching staff and players, as well as the front office. He said wherever 
he’s been — Chicago, Oakland, St. Louis — he was supported by ownership, which made the job easier. He said he’s seen the same 
ownership support in Boston. 

He’s been able to answer Cora’s questions, and work with the coaches when they ask him things. 

La Russa thinks he can help with the mental aspects of dealing with the postseason and how to approach it. 

What he’s been most impressed with — and this comes from a strict fundamentalist — is the way the team plays the game. 

“I’ve really enjoyed the way they play the game and pitch the game,” La Russa said. “You saw it last weekend against Houston. Both teams put 
on a clinic with every guy out there trying to play defense . . . every guy who gets on base is trying to run the bases. Everybody who gets an at-
bat is trying to do what I need to do instead of being oblivious and swinging from your [rear] three times.” 

He loves the way the Red Sox have played in close games. 

“Everything has gotten so big. The big punch-out. The big hit. When you play those close games against good teams, it’s really hard to come 
up big,” said La Russa. “You’ve got to get rallies started and get them in. The Red Sox play the game the right way. The whole game. Houston 
does it, too. They don’t neglect those pieces you need to win close games.” 

La Russa is also a big advocate of separating the regular season and postseason. He acknowledges they are two distinct seasons, believing 
the mind-set needs to be different in the postseason. 

Some conventional wisdom is that you don’t change the way you do things for the postseason, but La Russa feels you must change. 

“The regular season is a marathon because you’ve got significant longer-term challenges, your ups and downs, dealing with injuries, and then 
it’s a totally separate thing when you get to October,” he said. “You play short series and the proven reality is if you’re good enough after the 
one-game playoff, the eight teams that get in, any of those teams are good enough to be the champion. 



“That’s the most exciting part of the playoffs. If you’re the No. 1 seed and you’ve earned it you have a few extra edges. The postseason is so 
urgent there are some positive frames of minds that you need to emphasize. You have to get your mind right.” 

Suffice it to say the Red Sox have not only met La Russa’s expectations but have far surpassed them. Having overseen the entire baseball 
operations department of the Arizona Diamondbacks as chief baseball officer for a few years, he has an appreciation for the front office and 
what it does because it’s “really hard work. You work your [rear] off for 12 months and then you’re really helpless as to what happens.” 

La Russa knows the frustration of winning big in the regular season but not winning a World Series. The 2004 Cardinals won 105 regular-
season games and then got swept by the Red Sox. He still walks by a photo on a wall in the press box at Fenway, in which his 2004 squad is 
lining up at Fenway for Game 1 of the World Series. 

The Cardinals lineup included Edgar Renteria, Larry Walker, Albert Pujols, Scott Rolen, Jim Edmonds, Brian Jordan, Tony Womack, and Mike 
Matheny. La Russa just shakes his head about being swept with that team. 

When he talks about any team being able to win once it makes it to the postseason, he’s likely recalling his own experience when his 2006 
Cardinals that won 83 games beat Dombrowski’s Tigers in the World Series (in five games). La Russa also won a championship in 2011, his 
final season as manager of the Cardinals. 

He fondly remembers his 1988-90 Oakland A’s that produced one World Series champion. 

He emphasizes the mental aspect as the key in the postseason. 

“What’s your best chance of winning 11 postseason games? There are keys that you have to go through and emphasize. I think Alex, with his 
experience as a champion, and a guy like Jason Varitek can really help in that area,” La Russa said. 

Apropos of nothing 

1. Tampa Bay’s Blake Snell has likely taken the lead in the American League Cy Young race, which should make for a dilemma for voters. The 
award was on its way to being close to a slam dunk for Chris Sale before his two stints on the disabled list. Voters like to see low ERA, innings 
pitched, and strikeouts. Sale definitely has two of the three, but lags in innings because of his injuries. Wins could also be a factor but not as 
much as they used to be, though Snell’s 19 wins and low ERA are a powerful combination. Realistically, besides Snell and Sale, Cleveland’s 
Corey Kluber and Carlos Carrasco, and Houston’s Justin Verlander and Gerrit Cole are in the mix for the award. In the National League, how 
can you not vote for the Mets’ Jacob DeGrom? His record is 8-11 because of poor run support, but he has an incredible 1.71 ERA. 

2. Crazy that at this late date Orioles ownership has yet to tell either manager Buck Showalter or general manager Dan Duquette if he will be 
back in 2019. 

3. With the possibility of Tampa Bay winning 90 games with the smallest payroll (neck and neck with Oakland), it’s hard for the Players 
Association to make a case that the Rays, or A’s for that matter, are tanking. The A’s entered the weekend with an 89-58 record. The union 
wants teams to spend what it considers to be a reasonable amount on payroll, but the Rays and A’s haven’t had to do that to achieve the 
success they have. The Rays won’t make the playoffs with their small payroll, but the A’s will, and they could even win the AL West title. 

4. Many names have been floated for the Mets’ GM job, but one that doesn’t seem to get much consideration is Ruben Amaro Jr., a former 
Phillies GM who certainly understands the NL East. There are all kinds of scenarios. If Mark Shapiro left Toronto to be president of the Mets, 
would he hire Ben Cherington as his GM? Amaro has talked to Mets owner Jeff Wilpon about the job. 

5. Rich Gedman seems like a natural to become the new Pawtucket Red Sox manager since he hails from Worcester, where he remains 
popular. Gedman has been the Pawtucket hitting coach. But who knows what the Red Sox will do? 

6. The Rookie of the Year in the AL is going to come down to the Angels’ Shohei Ohtani and the Yankees’ Gleyber Torres and Miguel Andujar. 
Of the three, Andujar, a third baseman, has had an outstanding offensive season with 23 homers and plenty of big hits along the way. He’s 
likely edged out Torres, a second baseman who also played shortstop while Didi Gregorius was on the disabled list. Ohtani’s two-way play 
could give him an advantage because he’s excelled as a pitcher and hitter in limited action. 

7. One longtime coach feels there are two reasons players are sliding headfirst more and more. First, with a feet-first slide, umpires are calling a 
runner out if they’re an inch off the bag if they’ve slightly overslid. Second, the new sliding gloves tend to protect the fingers and hands. But 
here’s an interesting element: In some cases, those sliding pads extend two or three inches beyond the size of a player’s hands, giving them a 
little extra length to touch the bag. 

8. For as much as the analytics have worked for the Rays in terms of using an “opener” as a starter so that the “headliner” doesn’t have to go 
through a lineup a third time, the Royals have taken a more traditional approach with their young pitchers. That is, to let them pitch. If you 
haven’t noticed: righthanders Heath Fillmyer (seven or more innings in two of his last three starts), Jorge Lopez (eight and seven innings in his 
last two starts), Jakob Junis (nine, seven, and eight innings in his last three starts), and Brad Keller (eight, seven, and seven innings in his last 
three starts). It brings to mind the time Larry Dierker managed the Astros and Frank Robinson happened to notice that Houston starters were 
pitching deep into games. Robinson asked, “How do you get them to do that?” Dierker responded, “I told them to.” That’s what KC manager 
Ned Yost is doing 

Updates on nine 

1. Greg Bird, 1B, Yankees — He has had a poor season at the plate and on defense, particularly for someone who usually excels at both. The 
only logical explanation is that Bird never fully recovered from the ankle surgery that kept him out most of the season. With the success of Luke 
Voit, it appears Bird could also be fighting for a spot on the postseason roster. The Yankees will have an interesting decision to make this 
offseason as to whether they want to commit to Bird long term. 

2. Joe Mauer, 1B, Twins — Mauer, in an interesting story in the Minneapolis Tribune, left the door ajar for possibly hanging it up after this 
season. The three-time AL batting champ and 2009 MVP is at the end of an eight-year, $184 million deal signed when he was a top catcher 
and one of the best players in baseball. Mauer, 35, expressed that he really doesn’t want to play for anyone else and has acknowledged that 
his offseason will wind up in a “tough decision.” The Twins would re-sign Mauer for a year if he wanted to return. 



3. Miguel Sano, 3B, Twins — He is one of the young Twins who took a turn for the worse in a disappointing 2018. The Twins had high 
expectations for their team and some of their younger players leaping forward. Sano, hitting .202 with 13 homers, has not been able to control 
his weight problem. There could be changes coming. 

4. Kyle Barraclough, RHP, Marlins — At the trade deadline, he was one of the hot commodities in the relief market. In his first 44 games, 
Barraclough had a 1.28 ERA, but in his last 12 he has a 19.73 ERA. Is there something amiss? There’s a theory the 28-year-old reliever has hit 
a wall, or has some injury. He’s allowed 20 hits in his last 8⅔ innings. 

5. Vladimir Guerrero Jr., 3B, Blue Jays — Besides starting his arbitration clock as a reason not to promote him in September, the Jays were 
concerned that once he hit the big leagues all of the attention would have been focused clearly on him. Guerrero would have been under a 
microscope because he represents so much of the team’s future. Good theory, except why not have him break into the majors in a non-
pressure environment? 

6. Byron Buxton, CF, Twins — We generally believe that a team comes to regret doing what the Twins did to him (send him home so he 
wouldn’t get 13 more days of service time this season that would have accelerated his free agency a year). While players have been 
sympathetic to Buxton’s plight, from a team standpoint it makes sense. Buxton had a bad, injury-filled season. If he had been really good he 
would have achieved the service time easily. Tough call here, but the Twins made the right choice. 

7. Steven Wright, RHP, Red Sox — He is becoming an interesting story in that he has emerged as the team’s most reliable late-inning reliever. 
But a constant question of baseball scouts and executives is this: Is it prudent to use Wright late in playoff games with runners on base in case 
of a passed ball? After all, it only takes one of those errant pitches to cost you a game. It’s no fault of Wright or the catchers. It just happens 
with knuckleballers. 

8. Christian Vazquez, C, Red Sox — MLB executives I’ve spoken to think there could be a big market for him this offseason if the Red Sox 
make the offseason decision to promote Blake Swihart as their top catcher with Sandy Leon in reserve. The one issue with doing that is that 
there’s very little catching around baseball so why would you do it if you’re the Red Sox? Perhaps to fill another need. 

9. Charlie Morton, RHP, Astros — He’s hinted a lot about retiring, but why would he? Morton is 14-3 with a 3.15 ERA. He’ll be a free agent and 
has cherished his time in Houston. As a free agent, he’d get lots of action, even at age 35 (which is what he’ll be in November). You could bet 
the Red Sox, with Alex Cora’s affection for him, would take their shot at Morton to fill a righthanded starter need. 

Extra innings 

From the Bill Chuck files — “In the NL in 2016, the average game lasted 3:07; in 2017, the average game lasted 3:06; this season, the average 
game has lasted only 3:05. In the AL in 2016, the average game lasted 3:02; in 2017, the average game lasted 3:10; this season, the average 
game has lasted only 3:03.” . . . Also, “In 2016, there were 139 batters who struck out 100-plus times, a major league record that lasted one 
season since 140 batters struck out 100-plus times last year. So far this season there are 125, but there are another 29 batters who have 
between 90-99 whiffs.” . . . Happy birthday, Brandon Moss (35), Chris Carter (36), Michael Martinez (36), Roger Moret (69), and Mike Garman 
(69). 
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