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Padres spring training guide: Manny 
Machado and Bryce Harper still loom as 
the star-deprived Friars head to Arizona 
By Dennis Lin  
 
Bryce Harper might be at Petco Park on March 28. He might be standing along 
one edge of the field, hair immaculately coiffed, national anthem nearing 
conclusion, fighter jets zooming overhead on a picturesque San Diego 
afternoon. 
It is a tantalizing image. Depending on your vantage point, of course. 
That’s because Harper might be standing along the third-base line. He might be 
outfitted in gray, orange and black. Opening Day could be a nightmare-turned-
reality for Padres fans, rendered in San Francisco Giants colors. 
Yet, on the eve of 2019’s first report date, the picture of a curious offseason 
remains far from complete. So much has been discussed or rumored. So little 
has come to fruition. Set aside, for a moment, Harper and Manny Machado, the 
still-available prizes of the winter. The Padres need a third baseman, a starting 
pitcher, maybe a second starting pitcher, anything other than the wavering 
promise of prospects. 
In that respect, little has changed since San Diego clinched a 66-96 record on 
Sept. 30. The Padres shed, among other assets, a third baseman with platoon 
pop, a slick-fielding shortstop and a lefty who led the staff in innings. 
None of those losses cripples the team, but the flip side is sobering: None of 
their three major-league additions brings much pizzazz. The Padres gained a 
36-year-old infielder and a pitcher who may not pitch for them until 2020. 
They claimed a utility infielder off waivers. The majority of their trade talks hit 
a dead end, on account of the asking price. They still face Cadillac-size holes at 
third and in the rotation. They still lack premier, take-it-to-the-bank talent. 
So, more than four months after they finished 66-96, the Padres must answer 
more questions than when this curious offseason began. That is the reality 
when you have done virtually nothing to upgrade your roster. And, for a long-

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
https://theathletic.com/804588/2019/02/06/showroom-discipline-giants-engage-with-bryce-harper-in-las-vegas-but-are-they-willing-to-pay-full-retail/
https://theathletic.com/727579/2018/12/20/the-padres-continue-to-seek-impact-talent-after-signing-ian-kinsler-but-theyre-still-waiting-for-the-stars-to-align/
https://theathletic.com/727579/2018/12/20/the-padres-continue-to-seek-impact-talent-after-signing-ian-kinsler-but-theyre-still-waiting-for-the-stars-to-align/
https://theathletic.com/684860/2018/11/29/padres-willing-to-be-patient-for-payoff-from-new-signee-garrett-richards/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/garcigr01.shtml
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suffering fan base, reality could turn unpleasant if a late entry into the 
Machado-Harper sweepstakes ends in another whiff. 
Where do the Padres stand in their big-game hunting? 
The Padres did not seriously consider Machado or Harper until the second half 
of January, when it had become clear that both players were still awaiting 
satisfactory offers. Other teams have joined them, going from the periphery to 
at least exploratory conversations, but no franchise is in greater need of 
positional value. San Diego’s active leader in WAR is Wil Myers, with 9.0 
accumulated over four seasons. Harper zoomed past that total in 2015 alone, 
and Machado has logged multiple seasons of six-plus WAR himself. 
Machado is an obvious on-field fit. The Athletic’s Ken Rosenthal reported last 
week that the Padres are pursuing the third baseman more aggressively than 
they are Harper. Yet at least one box in the courtship remains unchecked. The 
Padres have discussed numbers with agent Dan Lozano, according to sources, 
but a formal offer is contingent on a sit-down with Machado. 
That no such meeting has occurred does not necessarily mean San Diego’s 
interest is unrequited. Machado personally visited three other suitors — the 
Phillies, White Sox and Yankees — but the trips took place within the span of a 
few days in December. 
Several weeks later, he has yet to sign with any of those clubs, and the Yankees 
have added Troy Tulowitzki and DJ LeMahieu. The process, this close to 
official workouts, is different. The Padres still might be waiting on a meeting, 
but they seemingly have not let up in their pursuit. Perhaps a certain figure is 
all Lozano needs to hear to grant access. 
The Padres’ level of interest in Harper, and vice versa, appears murkier. A 
contingent of top officials flew to Las Vegas for a Jan. 31 meeting with Harper 
and agent Scott Boras. Presumably, that would not have happened unless the 
Padres were ready to talk money. But Harper subsequently welcomed the 
Giants for their own visit, the Phillies reiterated their win-now intentions by 
acquiring J.T. Realmuto, and there is no indication that Boras has narrowed the 
field. 
More waiting is on the agenda. Both Boras and Lozano are believed to be 
seeking upward of $300 million, and neither agent wants his client to sign first. 
The staredown continues and, if the Padres are unwilling to outbid others, they 

https://theathletic.com/807643/2019/02/08/rosenthal-the-marlins-trade-strategy-on-realmuto-baseballs-staring-contest-moose-and-milwaukee-more-notes/
https://theathletic.com/807643/2019/02/08/rosenthal-the-marlins-trade-strategy-on-realmuto-baseballs-staring-contest-moose-and-milwaukee-more-notes/
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may be forced to blink. They could then be left attempting to sign Mike 
Moustakas or Marwin González, but as Rosenthal reported, the former could 
very well re-up with Milwaukee. The latter, also represented by Boras, may not 
come cheap. 
The odds of striking a deal with Boras still seem decent. Yet another client, 
left-hander Gio Gonzalez, is a possibility for a rotation lacking innings-eaters. 
But the remaining scenarios may not crystallize until after Machado’s and 
Harper’s final decisions. 
Meantime, in-house third basemen Ty France and Jason Vosler have zero 
innings of major-league experience. Second basemen Ian Kinsler and Esteban 
Quiroz also are expected to take ground balls at third, further illustrating the 
Padres’ plight. 
Which prospects will step up? 
Fernando Tatis Jr. could look like the best player in camp and set the Cactus 
League ablaze, and an Opening Day call-up still would come as a surprise. 
Baseball’s collective bargaining agreement incentivizes teams to control their 
best young talent for as long as possible. In all likelihood, the Padres’ No. 1 
prospect will have to wait until mid-April or later to arrive. 
A few other minor-leaguers realistically could break camp with the team. Luis 
Urías (rated the Padres’ No. 3 prospect by Baseball America), Francisco Mejía 
(No. 4), Chris Paddack (No. 6), Logan Allen (No. 8), Josh Naylor (No. 9) and 
Cal Quantrill (No. 10) will be in the big-league clubhouse during spring 
training. Urías, who could play shortstop until Tatis graduates from Triple A, 
and Mejía spent time in San Diego last season. Naylor’s path to Petco Park 
looks obstructed, but Paddack, Allen and Quantrill could be contributing 
major-league innings by midseason. 
The Padres fielded the game’s worst rotation in 2018. Their only winter 
pitching acquisition, Garrett Richards, underwent Tommy John surgery seven 
months ago. By necessity, the team will explore unconventional ideas, such as 
using starters in shorter bursts. 
Paddack, Allen and Quantrill will be counted on to provide an impact at some 
point in 2019. Joey Lucchesi and Eric Lauer debuted last April. It would not be 
out of the question for at least one of Paddack, Allen and Quantrill to do the 
same, one year later. 

https://theathletic.com/772348/2019/01/17/this-kid-is-getting-ready-to-open-some-eyes-fernando-tatis-jr-s-growth-continues-to-surprise-and-impress-those-around-him-including-his-own-father/
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Their development will be central to the Padres’ trajectory in 2019 and beyond. 
Should one or more acclimate quickly, San Diego can look forward to years of 
quality, inexpensive starting pitching. If they struggle during the jump, the 
organization will be compelled to deal coveted minor-leaguers for experienced 
starters in advance of 2020, the circled target for contention. 
This is why, regardless of this year’s outcome, the Padres have spent the last 
several years hoarding prospects. The good ones are the sport’s most sought-
after currency. They can be used in a bid for just about any major-leaguer. 
They can be retained in hopes that they blossom into stars. The Padres have 
them in spades. 
What they do not have, unlike successful rebuilds of the last decade, is a 
legitimate star already in place. Eric Hosmer hit groundballs more frequently 
than anyone else last season; the Padres are hoping for, but cannot bank on, a 
significant rebound. Myers has been limited by inconsistency and injury; he 
continues to be a candidate for a trade. 
So, this spring will be the start of a reckoning. For the first time during their 
rebuild, the Padres should field multiple top-10 prospects early in a season. 
Their young pitching will need to perform, or more drastic steps will be 
required. Their fortunes are largely tied to the middle-infield combination of 
Tatis and Urías. Either of the two superstars on the free-agent market could 
alleviate a vast amount of pressure. 
How will the surpluses be sorted out? 
Austin Hedges, Francisco Mejía and Austin Allen are all catchers. The Padres 
are not completely satisfied with those options. They had interest in Realmuto, 
maybe the sport’s best catcher. Before Philadelphia paid the requisite prospect 
cost, San Diego and Miami cycled through weeks of on-and-off discussions. 
Yet the Padres also saw upside in retaining all of the aforementioned options. 
Hedges salvaged an injury-marred season with an encouraging second half. 
The team believes Mejía can stick at catcher, where his bat has All-Star 
potential. Allen might not stay behind the plate, but he seems certain to hit for 
some power. 
Competition, of course, could help solve the surplus. So could a trade; a deal 
for Realmuto might have involved Mejía or Hedges. Barring that, the likeliest 
outcome appears to be some kind of timeshare. 
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The outfield is even more crowded, with six players for three spots. Myers’ 
move back from third gives the Padres four corner outfielders vying for two 
starting jobs. The Padres are likely to make use of remaining minor-league 
options. They are likely to make a trade, sooner or later. 
The introduction of the universal designated hitter would have eased the 
logjam. Players such as Franmil Reyes and Austin Allen could have benefited. 
Naylor is nearly ready as a hitter, but still an unnatural fit in left field. Reports 
Friday, however, indicated that the National League will not adopt the DH 
before the 2022 season. 
What consequences do the Padres face if they don’t land Machado or 
Harper? 
It has been suggested in some circles that the Padres’ interest in the top two 
free agents is a marketing gimmick. But even for a franchise known for its 
blunders, that is a considerable stretch. 
The Padres did not want their play for Machado to leak out. It did anyway. 
They hoped their Las Vegas rendezvous would remain private. It did not. In 
response, the front office has become even more tight-lipped than usual, 
lending greater secrecy to a furtive offseason. 
Informed observers have felt all along that the Padres are longshots to win a 
big-game hunt. But at some point, their financial flexibility needs to be 
unleashed. At some point, a large expenditure will be needed to complete the 
rebuild. The Padres could get a resounding head start by signing Machado, 26, 
or Harper, also 26. 
Both players should have several prime years ahead of them. Third basemen 
Nolan Arenado and Anthony Rendon, who have sometimes outperformed 
Machado, could sign extensions with their current teams and forgo next 
winter’s free agency. It could be a half-decade before multiple superstar 
position players under the age of 28 hit the open market again. 
The Padres, then, are making the right move by at least going down the road 
with Machado and, perhaps, Harper. But if they fail to cross the finish line, 
they will not face many attractive alternatives the rest of this offseason. Maybe 
Tatis eventually develops into a Machado-caliber player, but for now, that is a 
lot of pressure on a 20-year-old. 
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With or without a splash in the next few weeks, the Padres intend to make a 
playoff run in 2020. Starting this spring, they must show the outline, at least, of 
a championship core. 
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Q&A with Padres manager 
Andy Green: possible 
superstar additions; job 
security; roster uncertainty 
Kevin Acee  

Andy Green heads to Arizona on Sunday, ready to launch his fourth season as Padres 
manager. 

The main question, even at this late date, is exactly who he will be managing. 

He could have a veteran third baseman before he boards his flight or soon after. He 
could find himself managing the caliber of superstar player he has never had in his 
clubhouse. Or he could be once again charged with forging ahead with virtually the 
same young team as last season, when the Padres finished 66-96. 

Green’s thoughts about the uncertain state of Padres affairs were prominent in a 
conversation earlier this week in which he also alluded to expectations, addressed his 
job security, forecast some position battles and talked about a shift in mentality. 

As for Bryce Harper and Manny Machado, Green said, “Organizationally, we have 
strongly decided we’re not talking about those pursuits.” 

Indeed, that was consistent with a front office meeting in the midst of news about the 
team’s pursuit of Machado that sources said centered on tightening the flow of 
information. Since, there has been little talking by those inside or outside Petco Park 
regarding the Padres’ direction. 

There was still plenty about which Green could provide insight. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bryce-harper-PESPT0015285-topic.html
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You have a roster sort of in flux right now, just a week before spring 
trainingbegins. What are the challenges that presents — in particular, not 
knowing who your third baseman is? 

I think that will crystallize here — at least who the contenders are — in the next week 
or two. Last year, we didn’t know Eric Hosmer was going to be on the team either (he 
agreed to terms Feb. 17). That greatly changed the composition, the way you manage, 
who you interact with more consistently. That still has a possibility of occurring here 
as well. … When it comes to third base, if no one is added to the mix, that’s a lot of 
internal competition. You’d be hard pressed to name a front-runner. 

So you’re not talking about Harper or Machado. But getting players of 
that magnitude would change the makeup of the team dramatically. 

Sure, speaking in the abstract, obviously. 

You guys seem to be trying to get better and shooting for the stars to some 
extent. What’s the level of disappointment if you don’t add to your team? 

From where I sit, you’re locked in on the guys who comprise your roster currently and 
not living in some other place. I can’t live there. That’s not constructive for me or the 
guys who are definitely a part of what we’re doing. If someone is added late, like 
Hosmer was last year, it changes things. People have to move around the field, and we 
will make adjustments. You make adjustments to add great players, and you’re 
excited when those players are added. And if they’re not, you show up ready to 
compete and ready to go win baseball games. 

So, in the event you don’t sign one of these guys, the way this season has 
been described by some in the organization is as sort of another 
“developmental” season, a continuation of the building process. How do 
you feel about the characterization of “developmental?” 

Not the descriptor I would use. Not the way I’d want to look at the season. That 
definitely doesn’t sit well with me. 

In your mind, what is success in 2019? 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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I think everybody immediately wants to hear about win-loss perspective when you 
talk about that. Those goals for me don’t really motivate, inspire or put a team in 
position to be successful if you say we’re going to get to 75, 85, 95, 100 (victories). I 
don’t think any one of the 30 major league teams is going, ‘We’re going to get to 100 
wins this year.’ Some of those become limiting things at times if you start to blow past 
them. Other times, they become a millstone tied around the neck that you can’t shake 
because you’re trying to get to some number that really didn’t mean anything 
significant. The goal always in every sport is to play meaningful games all the way 
down the stretch and into (postseason). To (have) a goal that’s shorter than that is 
pointless. 

In your mind, what is improvement in 2019? 

I want to win. That’s the mentality we’re taking into the season. We want to win that 
night’s game, and we want to win consistently. If you do that, improvement will be a 
byproduct. 

Certainly, you believe the roster you and your coaches have is good 
enough to go out and win every night. The reality, based on the roster 
construction and some of the circumstance since you’ve been here, is that 
can be challenging. How much should the manager be held accountable 
for bad seasons? 

I’ll take all the accountability in the world. That’s why you sit in the seat. You work 
relentlessly to make it better, and whatever comes from an accountability standpoint, 
a judgment standpoint, that’s part of the territory. I know how hungry our fan base is 
for something to cheer about. You want your team to take you on a ride the entire 
season long like you’re going someplace. I take that personal responsibility to take the 
city on that type of journey to where they have something to believe in all year long 
that this could grow into something special. Any accountability that comes from that, 
I shoulder it. That’s the role. 

At the same time, there is being realistic and not wanting to get 
discouraged by results or progress that is slower than desired. So you are 



  

 11 

also forced to take the long view. How do you factor all that in, knowing 
2020 might be more realistic? 

You push as hard as you can as often as you can to get as far as you can down the 
road. There is no other alternative, really. 

You are entering your fourth season as manager with what will be your 
third hitting coach. Your offense has been historically bad over that 
period — and even before you arrived in San Diego. It is a bad look for the 
organization. How do you justify this turnover? 

It’s really hard from my perspective. Those guys who sat in the role previously for me 
and going back to ’14 before me, it’s been changed out as often or more often than any 
other team. I’m very cognizant of that. And there was never a point in Alan Zinter’s 
case or Matt Stairs’ case where it was, ‘Hey, the reason we struggled was because of 
you.’ Every time you come to the decision to make a change it’s with the belief 
somebody else can take you further faster. Somebody might make that judgment of 
me some day, that somebody could get us there faster than I’m getting us there. You 
respect that judgment at that point in time. Those aren’t fun decisions to make. 

You took away the thunder from my next question. You ultimately could 
end up being the guy they thought was great to work with this young team 
but that another manager would be better to usher in a new era. That 
happens all the time. I know you don’t manage with that in mind, but is 
that fair to you? 

Fairness, that’s not my question ever to answer. Fairness doesn’t matter in this game 
or in life. What I’ve had the opportunity to experience is having players play for me 
that I love having, in a city I love being in, with the expectation we’re going to do 
something really special here together. If somebody cuts that short, that’s somebody 
else’s choice. I’m not going to spend the day thinking about that, or the week or the 
year. I’m going to continue do the job the best we can. 

We thought the outfield competition was fierce last spring. That was 
before Hunter Renfroe and Franmil Reyes did what they did the second 
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half of last season. How do you make it all work this spring and going into 
the season with what is essentially six candidates for three spots? 

I believe it will sort itself out to some degree in the spring. A lot of time in this game 
you spend your time thinking about problems that could happen in the distant future, 
and that distant future never comes. Last year was a perfect example of that. It sort of 
played itself out, and guys ended up with the at-bats you expected, and a couple guys 
ended up injured, which you never want to have happen. There is going to be 
competition. And our guys might, across the board, benefit from a little rest, too. 
Instead of, ‘You go give me 155 games,’ if it takes some people down to 135-140 
(games), those concepts will be explored. But right now there is no need to answer 
that question. There is just the need to write spring training lineups. There are plenty 
of spring at-bats for everybody. 

Is Kirby Yates your closer, end of story? 

I think we go into spring training with the expectation he is pitching at the very back 
end of games. We also, every single year, have opened ourselves up to the possibility 
that whoever that particular person is we rely on in that role might be better served 
pitching in an earlier inning. So we’ll still reserve that right to make that adjustment if 
it screams at us we need to make that adjustment. We do feel we have guys who can 
take the ball in the ninth inning, not be scared of the ninth inning, capable of getting 
those hitters out that they’d be facing in the ninth inning. Sometimes, as different 
guys develop, you want to have real options (in innings) seven through nine, and we 
feel we do have that. 

Is Joey Lucchesi your opening day starter, end of story? 

I think you can ask that question all the way up to March 15, and I don’t think we’ll be 
screaming with an answer. 

Will Ian Kinsler get work at third base in spring training? 

He will. We’ll see a lot of moving around of different guys. He’s one of the guys who 
will get an opportunity at third base. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ian-kinsler-PESPT000010174-topic.html
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Could Wil Myers still play third? 

In a pinch. Assuming they don’t put the DH in our league, that necessitates some 
adjustments late in games. And he’s done it. We’re not bringing him into spring with 
any anticipation of taking balls at third base. … He will play some first base. I’m not 
sure how all that plays out, but when Hos has days off, which from time to time is 
good for him to have, I think bouncing (Myers) to first base would be our wisest move 
right now. 

Myers has played everywhere. And all your outfielders except Franmil 
Reyes can bounce around. Where does Wil play in the outfield? 

We’ll use spring to determine that. I think we’ll go in with some thoughts in our head. 
I think first game you’ll see him in left field. And we’ll look at through spring what we 
think are constructive alignments given our roster possibilities. We’ll move some guys 
around to take a look at that. 

Last year obviously wasn’t the season anyone — including Eric Hosmer — 
expected from Eric Hosmer. He’s done a lot of work this offseason, and 
he has a history of bouncing back after rough seasons. What do you 
expect from him in 2019, and why do you expect it? 

I expect him to play the game with joy. He’s one of the guys, he loves baseball, enjoys 
playing baseball. I know last year wasn’t as much fun. He’s worked really hard to put 
himself in position to really enjoy the game this year. So I think you’re going to see 
Hos come out and really take off, anchor us offensively and be a big part of what we 
do. 

What is the evidence that backs that up? 

You just believe in people that are competitors that don’t yield and are going to go 
back and figure out what they need to do to take the next step in their careers, and 
that’s who he is. 

Who is your opening day shortstop? 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
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Don’t have that answer. 

Could it be Luis Urias? 

It could be. It could Greg Garcia. Those are the two guys who would be at the top of 
the list right now. We’re going to see where Luis is from a health perspective, from a 
playing perspective, how he looks at short. He’s played shortstop (at least 20 games) 
every (full) year in the minor leagues. This isn’t some outside-the-box thing. He’s an 
option to start the season out there for sure. 

Do you anticipate you’ll be writing Fernando Tatis’ name in a regular 
season lineup card sooner than later? 

He’ll dictate that; the organization will dictate that. He obviously had a great winter-
ball season. You hate to see a guy miss the last month and a half of the regular season. 
You’re talking about a guy who has played a couple months above A-ball. You’re not 
talking about a guy who’s been sitting in the minor leagues seasoning for years. So if 
the organization looks at him and feels like he needs more time in the minor leagues. 
… Whenever that day is up, he’s going to tell us. 

Will Francisco Mejia play outfield and/or third base in the spring? 

Not at the top of the list right now. I still very much feel there’s work behind the plate 
for him to continue to develop. That’s a tough position. That’s a position he was 
basically taken off from a development standpoint when he was with the Indians. 
He’s very young. So the opportunity to continue to catch consistently and not have his 
attention scattered serves our best interest in the long run. 

Austin Hedges sees himself as a guy who catches 130 games a year. Do 
you? How do you guys make sure Austin is used properly? 

That’s awesome. That’s the mentality you want guys to have, that I want Austin to 
have. That’s well within his capabilities of doing. I don’t doubt his ability, and I’m 
excited that’s his mentality. 

How do you make Hedges and Mejia work on the same roster? 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
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We’ll make it work. Great rosters have great players that fight for playing time. Look 
at teams that are winning divisions. Every single time when you look at the Boston 
Red Sox: There’s somebody sitting on the bench that given day that has an argument 
they should be starting. When you want to be great as a team, the tone changes from 
establishing yourself to sacrifice for one another. That’s where the next step for us is 
— the understanding great teams have great options that are sitting on the bench on a 
given day. That is tough to cultivate when you’re winning 60-something games or are 
at a certain point in the standings. But when you’re competing for winning 
championships, great players are going to be sitting down. That doesn’t mean they’re 
not going to be impactful at the end of the day. 

 
 
 
  

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/boston-red-sox-ORSPT000005-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/boston-red-sox-ORSPT000005-topic.html
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Padres spring training 
primer: Bullpen 
Jeff Sanders  

The Padres’ pitchers and catchers will report to the spring training complex in Peoria, 
Ariz., on Wednesday. To wrap up our position-by-position preview of the roster, we’ll 
take a look at a strength from last year: the bullpen. 

2018 recap 

For a third straight year, the Padres moved a significant piece from the back of their 
bullpen. In 2016, the Padres turned Fernando Rodney into Chris Paddack. They 
flipped Brandon Maurer, Ryan Buchter and Trevor Cahill the next summer 
for Matt Strahm, Esteury Ruiz and Travis Wood, and last summer closer Brad 
Handwas traded for top prospect Francisco Mejia. Hand, of course, was coming 
off his second straight All-Star selection as a waiver claim, an honor earned after 
saving 24 games in the first half and striking out 65 in 44 1/3 innings (3.05 
ERA). Kirby Yates (5-3, 2.14 ERA, 90 strikeouts), who did not allow an earned run 
in June, was equally worthy of All-Star consideration and several newcomers 
— Robert Stock, Jose Castillo and Trey Wingenter — began carving out roles 
after Hand and rookie Adam Cimber were traded. 

Part I: Catchers » 

Part II: Infield » 

Part III: Outfield » 

Part IV: Rotation » 

Not to be overlooked, veteran Craig Stammen (8-3, 2.73 ERA, 88 strikeouts) 
continued his career revitalization in his second year in San Diego, Robbie Erlin, at 
least out of the bullpen (2.05 ERA), was a revelation in his first year off Tommy John 
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https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/fernando-rodney-PESPT000010369-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/brandon-maurer-PESPTF00622-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ryan-buchter-PESPTF00611-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/trevor-cahill-PESPT000009949-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-wood-PESPT000010510-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/brad-hand-PESPT0015283-topic.html
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https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-spring-training-primer-catchers-20190204-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-spring-training-primer-infielders-20190205-story.html
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surgery and Strahm (2.05 ERA) provided something to dream on as he moved further 
away from his 2017 knee surgery. 

Even with Japanese submariner Kazuhisa Makita disappointing (5.40 ERA), the 
Padres bullpen finished 2018 with 8.8 WAR (wins above replacement), the best in 
team history and trailing only the Yankees (9.7) among MLB relief units. 

Current picture 

Yates struggled with the home run ball after taking over as the closer, allowing 1.8 per 
nine innings, more than double his rate before the All-Star break. He, nevertheless, 
returns as the favorite for the ninth-inning job after converting 12 of last year’s 13 
save opportunities. Stammen will be the preferred set-up man, while Stock, Castillo, 
Wingenter and right-hander Phil Maton will figure in middle relief. 

Should Yates and Stammen find themselves following Hand out the trade door (Yates 
won’t be a free agent until 2021 and Stammen is in the last year of his deal), Stock, 
Castillo and Wingenter have the swing-and-miss velocity and breaking stuff to be in 
the saves conversation. Left-hander Brad Wieck, who struck out 10 in seven innings 
(1.29 ERA) during last September’s call-up, will also be a factor at some point. 

Erlin is likely the top choice to open the season as the long man/spot starter, but he 
could compete with Strahm for a rotation job as well. 

On the farm 

As relievers go, the Padres’ system is talented and deep enough to have just one pure 
one-inning arm — 20-year-old RHP Andres Munoz — crack MLB.com’s top-30 
Padres prospects list. 

An international signee out of Mexico in 2015, Munoz was up to 103 mph while 
advancing to Double-A San Antonio (2-1, 0.95 ERA) as, good-health willing, the 
closer of the future. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
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Right-hander Dylan Coleman, ranked No. 26 in the system by MLB.com, could 
either start or relieve in A-ball in 2019 after striking out 29 in 22 2/3 innings (3.18) as 
the Padres’ fourth-round pick last summer. 

Added to the 40-man roster this offseason, right-hander Gerardo Reyes could force 
his way onto the roster this spring after striking out 20 in 18 shutout innings this 
winter in Mexico. 

Other names that could vie for big league innings this year include right-
handers Miguel Diaz (3.33 ERA), T.J. Weir (2.89 ERA) and David Bednar (2.73 
ERA) and left-handers Travis Radke (1.94 ERA) and Kyle McGrath (2.75 ERA). 
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Padres' Don Orsillo 
navigates unique baseball, 
fishing waters from Boston 
to San Diego 
Bryce Miller 
  

As a kid, Don Orsillo would bounce through the dark at 4:30 or 5 a.m. to meet the fish 
at sunrise on 1,700-acre Moose Pond in Maine. There were yellow perch and bass to 
stalk, along with the occasional lake trout. 

The camp his grandfather built became a magnet for an adventurous boy like Orsillo, 
who soaked himself in sunshine while surrounded by at least 54 types of plants that 
filled and ringed the remote destination near the New Hampshire border. 

 “That’s where my love for fishing really started,” he said. 

Orsillo, newly 50, owns three World Series rings and four movie credits as the former 
television voice of the Boston Red Sox. He’s entering his fourth season of calling 
games for the work-in-perpetual-progress Padres. 

Yet he still grabs for a rod and reel like that excited kid tromping the muddy shoreline 
in Maine. 

When the Padres play night games, Orsillo routinely slips into the southern end of 
San Diego Bay in the paddle boat parked at the water’s edge of his Coronado Cays 
home. He yanks at spotted bay bass and pulled in his current Southern California 
prize, a 45-or-so-pound sand shark. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-bryce-miller-staff.html#nt=byline
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As Orsillo cranked on the first of his limit of bottom-prowling Vermilion rockfish 
Thursday, the first “red” that hit the deck in the shadow of Mexico’s Coronado Islands 
sparked memories of those sleepy mornings 2,600 miles away. 

“It’s amazing out here,” he said. 

As spring training creeps within sight and Orsillo’s time on the water ebbs, the chance 
to survey the fish-saturated rocks along the Pacific Ocean’s diverse floor offered a 
chance to talk about both. 

There were nearly a half-dozen times that all four fishermen — Orsillo, boat owner 
Pete Gray, former San Diego City Lakes manager Jim Brown and myself — fought fish 
at the same time. In between rod bends, the guy patrolling the Padres booth 
considered the colorful constants. 

Baseball … and those stolen moments on the water. 

“We got on a charter before a game in Miami last season,” said Orsillo, who was 
joined by analyst Mark “Mud” Grant and fellow broadcaster Jesse Agler. “It was like 
six hours. Jesse and I didn’t catch anything. Mud lasted about 10 minutes. 

“He caught a fish, turned blue and we lost him for the rest of the trip.” 

The biggest catch of Orsillo’s life, pre-sand shark, also blurred the lines between his 
work and recreational worlds: a 10-pound bass while with the Red Sox during spring 
training in Fort Myers, Fla. 

The stories flowed Thursday as gray whales surfaced next to the islands. 

At one point, Orsillo laughed as a sea lion stole his catch — peeling away line before 
popping up 40 yards away. Poking from its mouth was what appeared to be the 
biggest rockfish of the day, positioned like a bright red, aquatic clown nose. 

Boat-mates lost count of the different species pulled into the boat after seven, from 
sand dabs hauled up from 500 feet to a sheephead — the ocean’s version of 
Neapolitan ice cream — landed by Gray. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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Then, the chatter shifted back to baseball. That sport has thrown him plenty of 
curveballs along the way. 

The first Red Sox game Orsillo called, after a call-up from Pawtucket, came as Hideo 
Nomo threw a no-hitter on April 4, 2001, against the Orioles. 

“I was terrified,” said Orsillo, who later called no-no’s for Jon Lester and Clay 
Buchholz. “The thing that scared me the most is when we went to the bottom of the 
ninth, the producer said in my ear, ‘Welcome the nation, ESPN is joining in.’ I was 
like, ‘OK, don’t screw this up.’ ” 

When he was asked to be in the Red Sox-inspired movie “Fever Pitch” with Jimmy 
Fallon and Drew Barrymore, he traveled with Tim McCarver and Harold Reynolds to 
a set in Toronto. He made the mistake of telling some friends, who began pranking 
Orsillo by pretending to be associated with the movie. 

After fending off a series of fake calls, he answered his cell in a grocery store next to a 
display for shrimp. 

“The guy’s like, ‘This is Jim from 20th Century Fox and I’m assigned to get you set up 
in your trailer on set. What would you like?’ ” Orsillo recalled. “I thought it was my 
friend messing with me. I’m standing in front of this display of shrimp, so I said, ‘I 
want shrimp.’ He said, ‘Anything else?’ I looked over and saw beef jerky, so I said, 
‘Yeah, I want some beef jerky.’ 

“When we get to Toronto, I walk into my trailer and there’s shrimp and beef jerky 
there. I’m mortified. I thought, ‘This guy thinks I’m an (expletive).’ I had to go to 
McCarver’s trailer for breakfast because I wasn’t eating that.” 

About every three weeks, Orsillo estimated, he receives checks for his part in that 
movie, along with “The Heat” and “The Town.” 

In the most self-deprecating way possible, the very humble and unassuming Orsillo 
joked, as the boat of “Let’s Talk Hookup” radio host Gray glided back into San Diego 
Bay: “I’m in between scripts. I want to work with Bobby De Niro next.” 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clay-buchholz-PESPT008348-topic.html
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Orsillo also fought doubts and deflation when the Red Sox parted ways with him after 
15 years. When the Padres pursued him, a sunny new chapter revealed itself. 

“I didn’t know what to expect, but I absolutely love it,” he said. “The fans and the 
community have been so welcoming. I lucked out. I really did.” 

In his first year in San Diego, he married his second wife, Kathy, at the picturesque, 
bayside County Administration Center. As they settled into San Diego, Orsillo began 
to acquaint himself with a new team. 

He claims parallels with the Red Sox, who hovered around .500 in his first season 
before climbing the mountain top with the curse-squashing championship in 2004. 

“It feels like that. It honestly does,” Orsillo said. “You’re watching the team grow. This 
seems a lot like that buildup to 2004. The Red Sox had waited 86 years. There’s 
something special to be a part of that.” 

So, Orsillo dreams big — again. 

“I can’t wait for the fourth (World Series ring) to have an ‘S.D.’ on it,” he said. 

That would be the catch of a lifetime. 
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Predicting the Padres' Opening Day roster 
San Diego enters Spring Training with six big league-caliber outfielders3rd, 2019 
 
By A.J. Cassavell MLB.com 
 
SAN DIEGO -- It's a fool's errand to project an Opening Day roster before Spring Training 
begins. Future transactions, injuries and performance will make a major impact on the Padres' 
decision-making over the next few weeks. 

Lucky for you, I am that fool. Here's an early guess at what the Padres' 25-man squad might 
look like when they break camp ahead of their March 28 opener against San Francisco: 

Catcher (2): Austin Hedges, Francisco Mejia 
Hedges has a secure place on the Opening Day roster. The only question: How often will he 
play? Is he the regular starter, or would he split time with Mejia, MLB Pipeline's No. 2 catching 
prospect? Perhaps Austin Allen could work his way onto the roster with his bat, or maybe 
veteran Chris Stewart finds his way into the mix. 

First base (1): Eric Hosmer 
Hosmer needs a bounce-back season after struggling in his Padres debut last year. The good 
news? He's done it before. In fact, he's got a tendency to rotate between solid seasons and poor 
ones. In his four odd-numbered years in the big leagues, Hosmer owns a .303/.360/.467 slash 
line and 12.7 WAR. 

Second base (1): Ian Kinsler 
Kinsler's the projected Opening Day starter in San Diego, but only until top prospect Fernando 
Tatis Jr.arrives to play shortstop. That's when Luis Urias will slide from short to second base, 
leaving Kinsler in something of a utility role. The 36-year-old veteran free-agent signing will also 
get plenty of reps at third base during camp. 

n. 26th, 2019 
Third base (1): Ty France (or free-agent signing) 
The Padres are still pursuing a handful of third-base options -- including the biggest prize at the 
position, Manny Machado. If they come away empty-handed, France is the likeliest starter, 
perhaps sharing time with utility men Esteban Quiroz, Greg Garcia and eventually Kinsler, too. 
France, 24, batted .267/.355/.464 with 22 dingers between Double-A and Triple-A last season. 

Shortstop (1): Urias 
Urias is the club's presumed second baseman of the future. He's also the shortstop of the 
present. In the Minors, Urias split time between the two spots, and he's more than capable at 
short, though he'd likely slide to second when the lefty-hitting Garcia starts. 

th, 2019 
Utility (2): Garcia, Quiroz 
With the current roster construction, Garcia and Quiroz -- lefty hitters in a righty-heavy infield -- 
should get plenty of platoon starts. Their versatility makes them roster favorites, though Jose 
Pirela, Jason Voslerand Seth Mejias-Brean will get looks, as well. 
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Outfield (5): Wil Myers, Hunter Renfroe, Franmil Reyes, Manuel Margot, Travis Jankowski 
It's still possible San Diego deals from its glut of outfielders, though it's looking less likely by the 
day. The Padres wanted spring competition, and they're going to get it. A big league-caliber 
outfielder could be left off the Opening Day squad. In this scenario, it's Franchy Cordero. 

Starting pitcher (5): Joey Lucchesi, Eric Lauer, Robbie Erlin, Matt Strahm, Bryan 
Mitchell (or free-agent signing) 
Lucchesi and Lauer are in. Erlin and Strahm, meanwhile, have secured their roster places, but 
don't know yet whether they'll be pitching in the rotation or the 'pen. Mitchell, Luis 
Perdomo, Jacob Nix, Brett Kennedy, Logan Allen and Cal Quantrill will also be competing 
for spots, but don't be surprised if the Padres add another arm to that mix by the start of camp. 

Relief pitcher (7): Kirby Yates, Craig Stammen, Jose Castillo, Robert Stock, Phil 
Maton, Trey Wingenter, Miguel Diaz 
It's still possible that Strahm or Erlin (or both) moves to the 'pen, presumably taking Diaz's job as 
long man. Keep an eye on Brad Wieck as well, given that the Padres might have Castillo as the 
only other left-hander in their relief corps. 

Here's the roster projection in full, including two players expected to be placed on the 60-day 
injured list when the season begins: 

CATCHERS 
Austin Hedges 
Francisco Mejia 

INFIELDERS 
Eric Hosmer 
Ian Kinsler 
Luis Urias 
Ty France (or free-agent signing) 
Esteban Quiroz 
Greg Garcia 

OUTFIELDERS 
Wil Myers 
Hunter Renfroe 
Franmil Reyes 
Manuel Margot 
Travis Jankowski 

STARTING PITCHERS 
Joey Lucchesi 
Eric Lauer 
Robbie Erlin 
Matt Strahm 
Bryan Mitchell (or free-agent signing) 

RELIEF PITCHERS 
Kirby Yates 
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Craig Stammen 
Jose Castillo 
Robert Stock 
Phil Maton 
Trey Wingenter 
Miguel Diaz 

INJURED LIST 
RHP Garrett Richards (Tommy John surgery) 
RHP Dinelson Lamet (Tommy John surgery) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet


  

 26 

Padres' prospects to be talk of spring camp 
With open roster spots aplenty, young talent seeks to snag slots15th, 2019 

 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
 

SAN DIEGO -- It remains entirely possible that the Padres sign a superstar free agent in the 
coming weeks. There are still two available, after all, and San Diego has shown legitimate 
interest in both. 

But until Bryce Harper or Manny Machado dons a Padres jersey, the story of the spring is all 
about prospects. The Friars boast the best farm system in baseball, and they aren't shy about 
giving those youngsters opportunity. 

Thirteen of the team's top 30 prospects will be in camp, five of whom are ranked in MLB 
Pipeline's top 100. A handful of those prospects will be told: Prove it this spring, and you're on 
the roster. 

"All of those guys have more development time ahead of them," Padres manager Andy Green 
said of the prospect group. "But some of them are going to hasten that process and be with us 
very quickly, if not right away." 

Indeed, the Padres have been very open to promoting their top spring performers. Last 
year, Joey Lucchesi and Eric Lauer were both big leaguers by mid-April. With that in mind, 
here's a primer for all 13 of the Padres' top prospects in camp, in order of their likelihood of 
securing an Opening Day roster spot. 

Luis Urias  
Position: 2B/SS 
Prospect ranking: Padres' No. 3, overall No. 23 
Roster chances: 95 percent 

Among prospects, Urias is the closest thing to a roster lock. He might even be the starting 
shortstop against the Giants on March 28. Urias is an on-base threat in a lineup that sorely 
needs one, and he's the presumed shortstop stopgap until Fernando Tatis Jr. arrives, when 
Urias will shift to second. Simply put, the Padres' infield is too thin, and Urias' on-base skills are 
too important to envision him starting the year in Triple-A. 

Keep an eye on: How Urias handles shortstop defensively. 

Francisco Mejia  
Position: C 
Ranking: Padres' No. 4, overall No. 26 
Roster chances: 80 percent 

Mejia, on the other hand, isn't quite guaranteed a spot like Urias. He's an elite catching 
prospect, but he's raw, both at the plate and behind it. Plus, Austin Hedges is probably 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
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http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/642336/francisco-mejia
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blocking Mejia's path to a starting role. If Mejia struggles in camp, it's not hard to envision him 
opening the season at Triple-A, where he'd get everyday reps. Still, the likeliest scenario sees 
Hedges and Mejia competing for a job and splitting time at the big league level. 

Keep an eye on: Whether Mejia can cut down his chase rate.n. 14th, 2019 

Jacob Nix  
Position: RHP 
Ranking: Padres' No. 14 
Roster chances: 50 percent 

It's a wide-open rotation, and for the second straight season, the Padres will give their young 
arms a chance. Unlike the other prospects on this list, Nix has some big league experience. 
Even though he slumped to a 7.02 ERA over nine starts, a couple of those outings were actually 
very promising. As things stand, Nix is probably a rotation tossup. Behind Lauer and Lucchesi, 
there are three spots available, with six or seven different arms set to compete. 

Keep an eye on: Whether Nix can find a putaway pitch. 

Logan Allen  
Position: LHP 
Ranking: Padres' No. 8, overall No. 74 
Roster chances: 40 percent 

Allen is the early candidate to become this year's version of Lucchesi. At 21, he's three years 
younger than Lucchesi was last spring. But he, too, has posted excellent numbers at every 
level, including a 2.25 ERA in six starts at Triple-A (postseason included). The longer the 
Padres go without signing a free-agent starting pitcher, the likelier it gets that Allen might be on 
the roster for Opening Day. 

Keep an eye on: How Allen's fastball plays against big league hitters.n. 20th, 2019 

Austin Allen  
Position: C 
Ranking: Padres' No. 25 
Roster chances: 25 percent 

Mejia and Hedges are expected to compete for the starting role behind the dish, but it's worth 
wondering whether Allen could sneak into that mix. Given his impressive bat, maybe it's even 
possible that the Friars carry three catchers, which would allow for both Mejia and Allen to serve 
as pinch-hitters late in games. But Allen probably needs a big-time performance in Spring 
Training to force the Padres' hand. 

Keep an eye on: Any defensive strides Allen has made since last year's camp. 

Cal Quantrill 
Position: RHP 
Ranking: Padres' No. 11 
Roster chances: 15 percent 
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The first few months of Quantrill's 2018 season were a disappointment, but he was much better 
toward the end of the season, posting a 3.00 ERA over his final eight starts (in some hitter-
friendly environments). Quantrill will be looking to build on that success, and he's going to get a 
few Cactus League starts to prove himself. He's almost certainly going to debut at some point 
this season, but chances are Quantrill opens the season in Triple-A. 

Keep an eye on: Whether those late-season strides carry over.Jan. 15th, 2019 

Chris Paddack  
Position: RHP 
Ranking: Padres' No. 5, overall No. 34 
Roster chances: 10 percent 

Paddack had Tommy John surgery in 2016, missed the entire '17 season and threw just 90 
innings in '18. The Padres are going to be very cautious with his workload this season. But that 
doesn't entirely rule him out for a place on the roster. Paddack notched a 2.10 ERA last year 
and struck out 120 hitters with just eight walks. Those numbers are absurd. He'll be handled 
with care this season, which might see him jumping between the Minors and Majors as his 
innings are monitored. But if his stuff plays well against big league hitters, there are innings 
available for him on the Padres' staff. 

Keep an eye on: Paddack's elite changeup against big league hitters.Jan. 23rd, 2019 

Fernando Tatis Jr. 
Position: SS 
Ranking: Padres' No. 1, overall No. 2 
Roster chances: 5 percent 

Tatis is probably too far down this list for most fans' liking, but the reality is this: He's only 20, he 
missed nearly half of last season with a broken bone in his thumb, he's yet to log a full year's 
worth of at-bats at Double-A, and -- perhaps most relevant -- he's hindered by service-time 
concerns. If the Padres give Tatis a few weeks' worth of Minor League seasoning, they'll ensure 
he's a Padre in 2025 (presumably in his prime). But make no mistake: Tatis is the shortstop of 
the future. It's a matter of "when," not "if." 

Keep an eye on: Tatis' workload early in camp after he played winter ball through January.an. 
15th, 2019 

Josh Naylor  
Position: 1B/OF 
Ranking: Padres' No. 15 
Roster chances: less than 5 percent 

If there's a universal DH implemented in the next few seasons, Naylor could be a beneficiary. 
He's one of the organization's best OBP threats. But his defense lags well behind his bat, and 
he plays two positions -- first base and outfield -- that currently seem settled in San Diego. If 
Naylor's offensive numbers remain steady, it's fair to expect a big league debut at some point 
this summer. 

Keep an eye on: Where the Padres use Naylor defensively -- and how he fares. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/663978/chris-paddack
http://m.mlb.com/player/647304/josh-naylor
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Hudson Potts 
Position: 3B 
Ranking: Padres' No. 23 
Roster chances: less than 5 percent 

If the Padres don't sign Machado this offseason, 2019 will be a hugely important year for Potts. 
Third base is the most glaring long-term need in San Diego, and there's a chance Potts could be 
the answer. His progress this season could go a long way toward the Padres' decision-making 
regarding a third baseman next offseason. Potts was solid at Class A Advanced Lake Elsinore 
for most of '18 before struggling during his brief stint in Double-A. 

Keep an eye on: Whether Potts, 20, can hold his own against big league arms. 

Pedro Avila  
Position: RHP 
Ranking: Padres' No. 29 
Roster chances: less than 5 percent 

Avila, acquired from Washington for Derek Norris in 2016, was added to the roster in 
November to be protected from the Rule 5 Draft. He allowed two earned runs and struck out 25 
over 20 1/3 innings this offseason in the Venezuelan Winter League. The 22-year-old right-
hander has never pitched above Class A Advanced, however, and probably isn't long for big 
league camp. 

Keep an eye on: Avila's ability to put away hitters with both his curveball and his changeup. 

Buddy Reed 
Position: CF 
Ranking: Padres' No. 13 
Roster chances: less than 5 percent 

With the current outfield logjam, there's not a spot for Reed on the Opening Day roster. That 
doesn't mean this spring isn't an immensely important one. Reed is a fascinating prospect, given 
all he can do with his glove and his wheels. He's got some pop, too. But there are questions as 
to whether Reed's swing will play at the upper levels. He whiffed 63 times in 195 Double-A plate 
appearances last season. Reed and the Padres are confident in some recent mechanical 
tweaks he's made, and it could be telling how he fares against some elite competition this 
spring. 

Keep an eye on: Reed, who has a spectacular glove, joining a spring camp with Manuel 
Margot and Travis Jankowski already on board. 

Edward Olivares  
Position: OF 
Ranking: Padres' No. 28 
Roster chances: less than 5 percent 

Like Avila, Olivares was an addition to the roster ahead of the deadline to protect players from 
the Rule 5 Draft. Like Avila, Olivares probably isn't long for big league camp, given that they're 

http://m.mlb.com/player/658648/pedro-avila
http://m.mlb.com/player/519083/derek-norris
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/658668/edward-olivares
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the only two players on this list that haven't reached Double-A yet. But for both, the experience 
of time spent in a Major League clubhouse should be a positive one. 

Keep an eye on: Olivares' power potential, which has jumped significantly in the past two 
seasons. 
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Inbox: Could Myers be used as third 
baseman? 
Beat reporter AJ Cassavell fields offseason questions from fans 
 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Padres pitchers and catchers report to Spring Training on Wednesday. That 
leaves us with time for one more offseason Inbox. 

Let's get straight to your questions. 

I know Wil Myers is moving back to the outfield, but if we don't sign a third baseman, is 
there any chance he plays third anyway? 
-- Josh K., Los Angeles 

I keep posing this same question to Padres decision-makers. They keep giving me the same 
answer: No. Wil Myers is going to be a full-time outfielder in 2019. 

I'll expand that to another player, too: Francisco Mejia won't be playing third base, either. 

Let's start with Myers. He was pretty poor at third last season, and he's been solid in left field. 
The Padres may have an outfield logjam, particularly in the corners. But they think the best path 
to get Myers back to his All-Star-caliber form is to play him where he's comfortable and let him 
flourish. I've been told that the only way he plays third base would be as an emergency 
substitution. 

As for Mejia, the premise is similar. The Padres have Austin Hedges as their starting catcher. 
So why not work Mejia at third, where he played 10 games in the Indians organization in 2017? 
Well, Mejia is a pretty elite catching prospect, but his defense is raw. He needs to hone his 
pitch-framing, and he needs extensive work with this young pitching staff. In that sense, the 
Padres see the most value in giving Mejia reps exclusively behind the plate. 

If a universal designated hitter were to be implemented, how would it affect the Padres? 
Would it change their plan to trade an outfielder? 
-- Tom S., San Diego 

To be clear, this is still only hypothetical, based on reports. There is no indication that 
expansion of the DH is imminent, or even certain, and if it does happen, it might not happen for 
a few years. 

That said, it's hard to envision a National League team being aided more by a universal DH than 
the Padres. They've got three young hitters -- all with immense upside -- who would benefit 
greatly from a DH spot in the lineup. 

Franmil Reyes was the team's best hitter last season, but he's a defensive liability currently 
fighting for playing time with two other righty-hitting corner outfielders. Josh Naylor, who was 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/642336/francisco-mejia
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
https://www.mlb.com/news/rob-manfred-on-potential-mlb-rules-changes/c-303723448
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/647304/josh-naylor
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recently ranked as the Padres' best prospect (No. 15) outside MLB Pipeline's Top 100, is a 
skilled hitter without an obvious position. And catching prospect Mejia is stuck behind Hedges 
on the depth chart, but he might force his way into the lineup with his bat. 

Now, you might be saying, "Only one of those guys can be the DH, AJ." 

And that's the point! In that group, there's a lefty, a righty and a switch-hitter. Imagine an offense 
with an extra lineup spot available for those three hitters to mix and match as necessary. It's 
suddenly pretty deep. 

So would a DH change the organization's plans? Well, Reyes and Naylor -- long rumored as 
trade candidates -- are still Padres, after all. 

With all the free-agent and trade speculation, predict for me: How many players will be on 
the Padres' Opening Day 25-man roster that are not under contract with them right now? 
-- Jesse C., San Diego 

Crazy to think pitchers and catchers report in less than a week, and the Padres might still be 
pulling pieces from outside the organization for their Opening Day roster. 

I'd guess that there are still two Opening Day-roster pieces that will be added over the next 
month and a half. 

The Friars are probably going to sign a third baseman, and they've got quite the range of 
options -- from Manny Machado to Mike Moustakas to Yangervis Solarte. But it's hard 
envision San Diego simply standing pat, even if the only addition is a utility/platoon player. 

I'm less certain that the Padres land a starting pitcher. They seem somewhat content to enter 
the season with the current group. But I still think there's a move to be made there. The current 
rotation is extremely inexperienced, and if general manager A.J. Preller wants legitimate spring 
competition for places, he'd be best served to add someone. 

Why don't we go after Moustakas instead of the big contracts? We can get Moustakas 
plus a good pitcher for the price of either Bryce Harper or Machado. 
- Dan T., Imperial Beach 

The Padres are, in fact, going after Moustakas -- though MLB Network Insider Ken Rosenthal 
seems to think the Brewers have the upper hand. There would be plenty of sense for the 
Padres in that move. He'd presumably sign an affordable two-year contract, and he could serve 
as their third baseman while the club assesses Minor League options, like Hudson Potts and 
Gabriel Arias. In a couple of years, the Friars could re-evaluate their need at third and act 
accordingly. 

But, Machado answers that need both short- and long-term. He's one of the 10 best position 
players in baseball. Sure, the Padres could use an ace, but there's not a single pitcher on the 
market who comes close to providing that type of value. 

If you can get Machado, you get Machado. If you can't, you get someone like Moustakas. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2019
http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
http://m.mlb.com/player/519058/mike-moustakas
http://m.mlb.com/player/500208/yangervis-solarte
http://m.mlb.com/player/547180/bryce-harper
https://www.mlb.com/news/mike-moustakas-free-agent-rumors/c-266034298?tid=282421090
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/is-machado-better-fit-than-harper-for-padres/c-303421526
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#PadresOnDeck: Trio of Prospects 
Heat Up Winter Ball 
Tatis Jr., Olivares and Reyes turned heads over the 
offseason 

Feb 10 
By Justin Lafferty 

While Fernando Tatis Jr. was the most prominent Padres prospect to 
play Winter Ball this season, he wasn’t the only one to turn some heads 
over the offseason. 

When Baseball America identified nine prospects who impressed this 
winter, three of them were in the Padres system: shortstop Tatis Jr., 
outfielder Edward Olivares and right-handed pitcher Gerardo 
Reyes. 

BA ranks Tatis Jr. as the top shortstop prospect in the game (and 
the №2 prospect in baseball). Olivares has risen steadily since the 
Padres acquired him for Yangervis Solarte in January 2018. Reyes 
was one of just 81 minor leaguers who hit 100 mph on the radar gun last 
season. 

Tatis Jr. spent the winter with the Estrellas Orientales of the Dominican 
Winter League, a club managed by his father. 

“‘El Niño’ won over the hearts of Estrellas Orientales fans with his 
impressive approach at the plate,” Baseball America Associate 
Editor Justin Colemanwrote of Tatis Jr. “The 20-year-old worked 
deep counts (.379 on-base percentage) and provided power (.488 
slugging, 11 extra-base hits in 23 games). In addition to timely offense, 

https://www.baseballamerica.com/stories/9-prospects-who-impressed-during-winter-ball/
https://padres.mlblogs.com/padresondeck-prospect-lists-packed-with-padres-ddb13128b57
https://padres.mlblogs.com/padresondeck-relievers-andres-mu%C3%B1oz-gerardo-reyes-and-jordan-guerrero-all-topped-100-mph-in-2018-b6119858ebfb
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Tatis showed excellent body control and played a plus defensive 
shortstop all season long.” 

Olivares, a centerfielder who ended the 2018 season as the organization’s 
№28 prospect (as ranked by MLB Pipeline), came in at №5 on 
Coleman’s list. Olivares was excellent for the Tigres de Aragua of the 
Venezuelan League this winter. 

“Olivares is an athletic, 22-year-old center fielder who shows five-tool 
potential,” Coleman wrote. “He showed good bat speed in Venezuela and 
should develop more pop in the future. Olivares hit .340 and got on base 
at a .404 clip for the Tigres de Aragua, while showing good defensive 
skills in the outfield.” 

Olivares spent all of 2018 with Class-A Advanced Lake Elsinore, 
hitting .277 and stealing 21 bases. 

Reyes — who had a 2.77 ERA across two levels (Class-A Advanced Lake 
Elsinore and AA San Antonio) last year before joining AAA El Paso in the 
playoffs — is among the hardest-throwing pitchers in the organization. 
He pitched for Ciudad Obregon of the Mexican Pacific League this 
winter, to rave reviews. 

“Reyes shined for Ciudad Obregon, striking out 20 batters across 18 relief 
innings without yielding an earned run,” Coleman wrote. “The 25-year-
old righthander throws from a lower three-quarters arm slot with a 
slinging arm action, making him particularly effective against 
righthanded batters.” 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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#PadresOnDeck: RHPs Jean Cosme, 
Manny Guzman Face Pivotal 
Seasons in 2019 

 
FriarWire 
Feb 8 

By Bill Center 

Two right-handed pitchers at the opposite end of the prospect age 
spectrum are today’s subjects as we continue to study the top 93 
prospects in the Padres minor league system. 

Jean Cosme is rebuilding his career following 2017 Tommy John 
surgery. Manny Guzman is one of the younger pitching prospects, who 
is looking to advance after spending most of his first two seasons in 
rookie ball. 

— Jean Cosme is a 22-year-old native of Puerto Rico who joined the 
Padres just before the start of the 2016 season from Baltimore in a trade 
for pitcher Odrisamer Despaigne. 

Cosme was 8–8 with a 3.22 earned run average in 28 appearances (18 
starts) for Single-A Fort Wayne in 2016 as a 20-year-old. He had 94 
strikeouts against 23 walks in 106 1/3 innings. 

But his career was interrupted for elbow reconstruction surgery after just 
six starts for Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore in 2017. 

He returned late last season and worked 10 games (seven starts) on 
rehab in the Arizona Rookie League and Short-Season Single-A 
Northwest League. Overall, Cosme was 2–3 with a 4.12 ERA, a 1.17 

https://padres.mlblogs.com/@friarwire
https://padres.mlblogs.com/@friarwire?source=post_header_lockup


  

 36 

WHIP and a .270 opponents’ batting average — allowing nine runs on 20 
hits and three walks with 17 strikeouts in 19 2/3 innings. 

— Manny Guzman signed with the Padres out of the Dominican Republic 
as a 16-year-old in the honored 2016 international signing class. 

The 6-foot-4, 180-pounder didn’t make his professional debut until he 
turned 17 in 2017. He returned to the Arizona Rookie League last 
summer before advancing to Tri-City. He made 13 appearances (11 
starts) between the ARL and Northwest League and posted a 2–3 record 
with a 4.26 ERA, a 1.19 WHIP and a .227 opponents’ batting average. 

Guzman allowed 31 runs (27 earned) on 48 hits and 20 walks with 53 
strikeouts in 57 innings. 
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50 Moments: Mark Davis’ 1989 Cy 
Young Award 
Left-handed closer also finished sixth in NL 
MVP voting 

 
FriarWire 
Feb 8 

By Bill Center 

One relief pitcher has won the National League Cy Young Award as a 
Padre. 

It is not Trevor Hoffman. 

Left-handed closer Mark Davis was honored as the National League Cy 
Young Award winner following the 1989 season. He also finished sixth in 
the National League Most Valuable Player voting and was named the 
winner of the National League Reliever of the Year award. 

The statistics: 

Davis appeared in 70 games with the Padres in 1989. He had a 4–3 
record with a National League-leading 44 saves in 48 chances. He had a 
1.85 earned run average a 1.05 WHIP, a .200 opponents’ batting average 
and a .270 opponents’ on-base percentage. 

Working behind a rotation led by Bruce Hurst and Ed Whitson, 
Davis pitched 92 2/3 innings, allowing 21 runs (19 earned) on 66 hits 
and 31 walks with 92 strikeouts — for an average of 8.9 strikeouts per 
nine innings and a 2.97-to-1 strikeout to walk ratio. 

https://padres.mlblogs.com/@friarwire
https://padres.mlblogs.com/@friarwire?source=post_header_lockup
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Davis was particularly tough at San Diego’s Jack Murphy Stadium, 
where he had a 1.17 ERA, a .177 opponents’ batting average and a 0.978 
WHIP with 9.4 strikeouts per nine innings 

Davis, who was 28 at the time, won the Cy Young Award by 32 voting 
points over Astros starter Mike Scott. The Cubs’ Greg Maddux was a 
distant third. 

Davis’ 44 saves not only led the National League, the number stood as 
the Padres’ single-season record until Hoffman’s 53-save season in 1998. 

The Padres went 89–73 in 1989. At the time, that was the franchise’s 
second-highest win total (to the 92 wins during the 1984 National 
League championship). But they finished three games out of first in the 
National League West, before the Wild Card rule. 

However, Davis’ stay with the Padres was relatively short. 

He came to the Padres along with right-handed pitchers Mark 
Grant and Keith Comstock and third baseman Chris Brown from 
the San Francisco Giants on July 15, 1987, for pitchers Dave 
Dravecky and Craig Lefferts and slugger Kevin Mitchell. 

Davis departed the Padres as a free agent shortly after winning the Cy 
Young Award. 

Davis’ career slid downhill after leaving the Padres. He returned to San 
Diego after being released by the Phillies in 1993. He was released by the 
Padres the following season, at the age of 33. 

_________________________________________________
__________________ 

Top 50 Moments (in chronological order): 
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1. National League votes to expand into Montreal and San Diego (May 
27, 1968) 

2. Padres stocked with players in National League expansion draft (Oct. 
14, 1968). 

3. Padres win their Major League debut (April 8, 1969). 

4. Clay Kirby removed from a no-hitter (July 21, 1970). 

5. Nate Colbert’s five-homer, 13-RBI doubleheader in Atlanta (Aug. 1, 
1972). 

6. 1973, the year San Diego nearly lost the Padres. 

7. Ray Kroc buys the Padres (Jan. 25, 1974). 

8. Ray Kroc grabs the microphone during his first home game as the 
Padres owner (April 9, 1974). 

9. Randy Jones National League Cy Young Award (1976). 

10. Shortstop Ozzie Smith’s greatest defensive play in Padres’ history 
(April 20, 1978). 

11.Padres host 1978 All-Star Game (July 11, 1978). 

12. Gaylord Perry wins 1978 National League Cy Young Award. 

13. The “re-hatching” of the San Diego Chicken (June 29, 1979). 

14. 1984 Padres-Braves brawl in Atlanta (Aug. 12, 1984). 

15. More than 12,000 fans greet Padres as they return home from two 
losses in Chicago in 1984 National League Championship Series (Oct. 
3, 1984). 

16. Steve Garvey’s series-tying, walk-off homer in Game 4 of the 1984 
National League Championship Series. 

17. Padres win their first National League title (Oct. 7, 1984). 

18. Benito Santiago’s 34-game hitting streak to finish a strong finish to 
N.L. Rookie of the Year season. 
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19. LHP Mark Davis wins the 1989 National League Cy Young Award. 

20. Roseanne Barr butchers The National Anthem (July 25, 1990). 
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Fernando Tatis Jr’s prospective Padres arrival generating 
buzz heading into Spring Training 
AP 

With a mighty bat flip and joyous home run trot in winter ball, Fernando Tatis Jr. 
stirred a frenzy among long-suffering San Diego Padres fans eager to see the 
hotshot shortstop prospect make it to the big leagues. 

Tatis’ bat flip after hitting a walk-off homer in a Dominican Winter League playoff 
game in early January went viral on social media. Fans envision the 20-year-old 
doing it at Petco Park, perhaps with fewer theatrics than players can get away with in 
winter ball. 

Tatis’ eagerly awaited major league debut most likely will come this year, if not on 
opening day then after he gets some time in Triple-A. 

“He’s going to tell us by how he plays,” manager Andy Green said of Tatis, who will 
be in his second big league spring camp for the rebuilding Padres. “We’re going to let 
him tell us. … We’re looking forward to watching him compete. He does a lot of really 
good stuff on a baseball field.” 

Pitchers and catchers report Wednesday and position players report on Feb. 18, with 
the first full-squad workout on Feb. 19. 

After losing 96 games last year and missing the playoffs for the 12th straight season, 
the Padres checked in on the two big free agents, Bryce Harper and Manny 
Machado. If they don’t land either one, then the focus will squarely be on Tatis, 
whose father played in the big leagues. 

Tatis broke his left thumb sliding headfirst while in Double-A in July and missed the 
rest of the season. But he made up for the lost time during winter ball. Still, he’s 
played only 2 ½ months above A-ball. Listed as the No. 2 overall prospect in all of 
baseball, Tatis was obtained from the Chicago White Sox for James Shields in July 
2016 as general manager A.J. Preller began a deep rebuild following a failed win-now 
splurge prior to the 2015 season.  

 

NEW LOOK: The Padres were remarkably quiet in the offseason, adding only 
infielders Ian Kinsler and Greg Garcia, as well as right-hander Garrett Richards, who 
is rehabbing from Tommy John surgery and won’t pitch this year. Gone are shortstop 
Freddy Galvis and left-hander Clayton Richard. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/ian-kinsler-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/greg-garcia-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/garrett-richards-player-stats
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ROOKIES TO WATCH: While Tatis is still waiting to make his big league debut, 
infielder Luis Urias and catcher Francisco Mejia came up late last season. Urias will 
likely start the season at shortstop and keep the position warm for Tatis while Kinsler 
starts at second. Pitching prospects who will be in big league camp — and could be 
in the next wave of talent to crash on shore in San Diego — include Chris Paddack, 
Cal Quantrill and Logan Allen. 

THEY’RE SET: First baseman Eric Hosmer looks to settle in after an underwhelming 
first year with the Padres and Austin Hedges returns at catcher, although he could be 
pushed by Mejia. Wil Myers moves from third base back to the outfield, most likely in 
left. “And then we’re going to have some open competition almost all the way around 
the diamond to a degree right now,” Green said. The Padres have six outfielders and 
will look at a number of alignments. In the rotation, Joey Lucchesi and Eric 
Lauer made their big league debuts last year and will head the young, relatively 
inexperienced rotation. 

THEY’RE NOT: The biggest mystery is who will start at third base on opening day. 
It’s possible that player isn’t yet on the roster, just like Hosmer wasn’t signed last year 
until the day the full squad reported to camp. If the Padres don’t land a free agent, 
minor leaguers Ty France and Jason Vosler could get a shot. Kinsler could play third, 
too, although he’s only logged two innings at the hot corner in his big league career. 

ON DECK: It wouldn’t be surprising if Preller added a veteran position player or 
starting pitcher before opening day on March 28 at home against San Francisco. 

 
 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/luis-urias-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/francisco-mejia-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/chris-paddack-2-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/eric-hosmer-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/austin-hedges-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/wil-myers-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/joey-lucchesi-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/eric-lauer-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/eric-lauer-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/ty-france-2-player-stats
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