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D-backs' rotation mainly a mystery as spring camp nears 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com  
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109466752/arizona-
diamondbacks-head-into-spring-training-with-many-questions-
facing-rotation-and-lineup 
 
PHOENIX -- In this installment of our Spring Training preview 
series we look at the projected lineup and starting rotation, 
which in the case of the D-backs is nearly impossible. 
 
With a new front office and manager in place and a roster that 
has been significantly revamped since last season's disappointing 
64-98 finish, there are very few sure things with the D-backs. 
  
That is especially true in the starting rotation beyond Josh 
Collmenter and Jeremy Hellickson. Chase Anderson, Robbie 
Ray, Rubby De La Rosa, Allen Watson, Andrew Chafin, Trevor 
Cahill, Vidal Nuno, Daniel Hudson, Randall Delgado, Yoan 
Lopez and Archie Bradley are among those who have a shot to 
grab one of the final three starting spots. 
 
The lineup seems similarly in flux. A lot will depend on whether 
Yasmany Tomas can play third base and if he is ready to start the 
year in the big leagues. Another question is the health of 
shortstop Chris Owings' left shoulder, and depending on how 
Aaron Hill looks this spring, he could find himself starting at 
second or third, or not even in the lineup. 
 
With all that in mind, here's a best attempt at what things could 
look like come April 6 when the Giants come to Chase Field for 
Opening Day. 
 
2014 record 
 
64-98, 5th in the NL West 
 
Projected batting order 
 
 1. CF A.J. Pollock: 
 
 .302 BA, .353 OBP, .498 SLG, 7 HR, 24 RBI in 2014 
 
 2. SS Chris Owings: 
 
 .261 BA, .300 OBP, .406 SLG, 6 HR, 26 RBI in 2014 
 
 3. 1B Paul Goldschmidt: 
 
 .300 BA, .396 OBP, .542 SLG, 19 HR, 69 RBI in 2014 
 
 4. RF Mark Trumbo: 
 
 .235 BA, .293 OBP, .415 SLG, 14 HR, 61 RBI in 2014 
 
 5. LF David Peralta: 
 
 .286 BA, .320 OBP, .450 SLG, 8 HR, 36 RBI in 2014 
 
 6. 3B Yasmany Tomas: 
 
 Played in Cuba in 2014 

 
 7. 2B Aaron Hill: 
 
 .244 BA, .287 OBP, .367 SLG, 10 HR, 60 RBI in 2014 
 
 8. C Tuffy Gosewisch: 
 
 .225 BA, .242 OBP, .310 SLG, 1 HR, 7 RBI in 2014 
 
Projected rotation 
 
 1. Josh Collmenter, 11-9, 3.46 ERA in 2014 
 
 2. Jeremy Hellickson, 1-5, 4.52 ERA in 2014 
 
 3. TBD 
 
 4. TBD 
 
 5. TBD 
 
Projected bullpen 
 
 Closer: Addison Reed, 32/38 saves, 4.25 ERA in 2014 
 
 RH setup man: Brad Ziegler, 3.49 ERA in 2014 
 
 LH setup man: Oliver Perez, 2.91 ERA in 2014 
 

D-backs Fan Fest returns to Chase Field on Sunday 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com  
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109551828/arizona-
diamondbacks-to-host-11th-annual-d-backs-fan-fest-on-sunday-
at-chase-field 
 
PHOENIX -- The D-backs will host their 11th annual Subway 
D-backs Fan Fest from noon to 4 p.m. MT on Sunday at Chase 
Field. 
 
The free event will feature Q&A sessions with D-backs players 
and a special musical performance by Bronson Arroyo, Aaron 
Hill, A.J. Pollock and Mark Trumbo. 
  
After more than 25,000 attended the event last year, the D-backs 
decided to expand this year's Fan Fest, which will include 
activities such as: 
 
•Tours of the D-backs home clubhouse 
 
•Batting cages 
 
•Snagging fly balls on the field 
 
•Photo opportunities 
 
•The Arizona Diamondbacks Foundation Yard Sale 
 
•D-backs Race Against Cancer registration 
 
•An opportunity to purchase a limited-edition Goldy Bleacher 
Creature 
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•Live music by The Walkens 
 
•A Family Fun Zone featuring speed pitch, T-ball, interactive 
inflatables, KidKaster auditions, face painting, airbrush tattoos 
and balloon artists 
 
The first 3,000 fans to go through the gates will receive a 
Subway cash card loaded with amounts ranging from $1 to $100. 
 
D-backs players scheduled to attend the event are: Nick Ahmed, 
Chase Anderson, Arroyo, Jake Barrett, Aaron Blair, Archie 
Bradley, Enrique Burgos, Trevor Cahill, Andrew Chafin, Josh 
Collmenter, Patrick Corbin, Rubby De La Rosa, Randall 
Delgado, Brandon Drury, Paul Goldschmidt, Tuffy Gosewisch, 
Jeremy Hellickson, David Hernandez, Oscar Hernandez, Hill, 
Daniel Hudson, Ender Inciarte, Jake Lamb, Will Locante, Evan 
Marshall, Kevin Munson, Vidal Nuno, Peter O'Brien, Chris 
Owings, Jordan Pacheco, Cliff Pennington, David Peralta, Oliver 
Perez, Pollock, Robbie Ray, Addison Reed, Matt Reynolds, Cody 
Ross, A.J. Schugel, Braden Shipley, Matt Stites, Yasmany Tomas, 
Trumbo, Allen Webster and Brad Ziegler. 
 
Manager Chip Hale is expected to participate along with coaches 
Glenn Sherlock, Dave McKay, Mark Grace, Andy Green, Mike 
Harkey, Mel Sottlemyre Jr., Ariel Prieto and Mike Fetters. 
 
Broadcasters expected to attend include: Bob Brenly, Steve 
Berthiaume, Greg Schulte, Tom Candiotti, Rodrigo Lopez, 
Oscar Soria and Richard Saenz. 
 
Team president/CEO Derrick Hall, chief baseball officer Tony 
La Russa and Dave Stewart will be in attendance as well as 
several former D-backs players, including Luis Gonzalez and J.J. 
Putz. 
 
The Subway Fan Fest Stage will feature special Q&A sessions, 
including: 
 
12:10 p.m. -- Hosted by Putz with guests: Goldschmidt, Hill, 
Pollock 
 
12:30 p.m. -- Hosted by Rodrigo Lopez and Oscar Soria (in 
Spanish) with guests: Tomas, Peralta, Inciarte 
 
1:10 p.m. -- Hosted by Berthiaume with guests: Hellickson, 
Webster, Ray 
 
1:25 p.m. -- Hosted by Berthiaume and Collmenter with guests: 
Bradley, Shipley, Blair 
 
1:50 p.m. -- Musical performance by Arroyo, Hill, Pollock, 
Trumbo 
 
2:30 p.m. -- Hosted by Schulte with guests: Hall, La Russa, Hale 
and Stewart 
 
Fans will have an opportunity to purchase autograph-session 
vouchers for $5, with proceeds benefiting the Arizona 
Diamondbacks Foundation. Fans may purchase a maximum of 
one table per session and two vouchers per table. Autograph 
session times include: 
 
Session A: 11:15 a.m. to noon (Season ticket holders only) 

 
Session B: 12:15 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
Session C: 1:15 to 2 p.m. 
 
Session D: 2:15 to 3 p.m. 
 
Session E: 3:15 to 4 p.m. 
 
D-backs season ticket holders will have the first opportunity to 
purchase autograph session vouchers online from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Thursday. All D-backs Insider e-mail subscribers will also 
have a special online presale opportunity from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday. Fans can sign up for the D-backs Insider at 
www.dbacks.com/insider. Autograph-session vouchers will go 
on sale to the public at 11 a.m. Sunday at the Chase Field Box 
Office. All autograph-session vouchers purchased online can be 
picked up at Season Ticket Services Headquarters on the field. 
 
The D-backs will also have an area in right field at Chase Field 
for children ages 12 and younger to receive free autographs from 
players, coaches and broadcasters during four sessions from 
12:15 to 4 p.m. Vouchers for each session will be distributed on 
a first-come, first-served basis 15 minutes prior to each 
respective autograph session in front of the Kids Autograph 
Area. Up to one parent can accompany each child in line. 
 

Diamondbacks' Tuffy Gosewisch motivated by doubters 
By Nick Piecoro / Arizona Republic  
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-
league/2015/02/17/arizona-diamondbacks-tuffy-gosewisch-
mlb/23581585/ 
 
When Diamondbacks General Manager Dave Stewart 
proclaimed last month he was no longer looking to add a catcher 
to his roster, his comments were met with skepticism by others 
around the game. 
 
And that skepticism was welcomed by Tuffy Gosewisch. 
 
"I love it," said Gosewisch, who enters spring training this week 
as the Diamondbacks' de facto frontline catcher. 
 
Cactus League: Diamondbacks' spring training schedule 
 
"That's more motivation for me. All that matters to me is that 
the team believes in me. It seems like they do and I believe in 
myself. The more people that come out and say that, that's fine. 
That's just more motivation for me to go out and prove that I 
belong and I can do it." 
 
For the 31-year-old Gosewisch, this represents his best big-
league opportunity. With Miguel Montero traded to the Chicago 
Cubs in December, Gosewisch looks to be at the front of a 
catching corps that includes a Rule 5 pick (Oscar Hernandez) 
who hasn't played above Low-A; a slugger (Peter O'Brien) 
whose defensive ability has been questioned; and a 35-year-old 
journeyman (Gerald Laird) in camp on a minor league deal. 
 
Not that the light-hitting Gosewisch's resume is overly 
impressive, but the Diamondbacks seem to believe he'll be able 
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to give them what they need, at least until O'Brien, whom they 
consider their catcher of the future, is deemed ready. 
 
Related: D-Backs believe young rotation can surprise 
 
The club's thinking goes like this: From Gosewisch's perch at 
home plate, he can look across the field and see potentially 
productive players at every position. There's Paul Goldschmidt, 
Aaron Hill, Chris Owings and (perhaps) Yasmany Tomas on the 
infield, Mark Trumbo, A.J. Pollock and David Peralta in the 
outfield. 
 
The club believes its lineup will score enough runs that it can 
afford a defense-first option behind the plate. What the 
Diamondbacks need is better pitching. And that's where 
Gosewisch comes in. 
 
"I know that in my position, my number one job is the pitchers," 
he said. "So 80 percent, 90 percent of my game has to be 
focused on them. Knowing what they do best and knowing what 
the other team does best and trying to come up with a game plan 
— there's not a whole lot of stats that can be put on that part of 
the game." 
 
Gosewisch earned high marks last season from pitchers who 
liked throwing to him. And he's cut down 40 percent of 
attempted base-stealers in his big-league career. 
 
Though Gosewisch has accumulated just 179 plate appearances 
in the majors over the past two seasons, he hasn't been 
productive in the limited opportunity, hitting .213 with a .225 
on-base. His minor league track record is similar: a .239 average, 
.306 on-base and .366 slugging in parts of nine seasons. 
 
More: Coverage from D-Backs Insider Nick Piecoro 
 
But Gosewisch says the numbers don't tell the whole story. He 
believes the quality of his at-bats has improved over the years 
along with his ability to stay focused throughout a game, and he 
says there are things he does at the plate that can help a team 
win that don't always show up in the numbers. 
 
"If I can just contribute to the team offensively, I think that's 
what they're looking for," he said. "I'm not saying I'm going to 
be an All-Star, but I'm confident in my ability to hit. I know 
there's a lot of people out there who doubt that, but I know I 
can do it and I know people here think I can do it." 
 
ASU baseball players in MLB: 
 
Short hop 
 
Single game tickets for the 2015 season go on sale Friday at 9 
a.m. Fans can purchase tickets online at dbacks.com/tickets, at 
the Chase Field box office or by phone at 602-514-8400. 
 

Diamondbacks have plenty of reasons to believe gloomy 
forecasts are off base  
By Jack Magruder / Fox Sports Arizona  
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/arizona-
diamondbacks-spring-training-reasons-for-optimism-021715 
 

PHOENIX -- It happens every spring. With the season right 
around the corner, the naysayers are out, neighing again. The 
new-look Diamondbacks are a prime target this time around, in 
large part because of their struggles a season ago.  
 
One thing about predictions: It is always easier to look backward 
than forward. 
 
One ESPN reporter already has ranked the D-backs last in his 
rankings of the 30 teams. Two Las Vegas odds-makers have set 
their projected win total at 71 1/2 and 72 1/2. FanGraphs.com 
is in the same ballpark with its projection of 74 wins -- third 
worst in baseball. 
 
On the flip side, a raft of reasons exist to believe that the 
Glooms-day Scenario needn't come to pass -- that the 
projections are buoyed by so much hot air, as they turned out to 
be in 2011, when the D-backs made a 29-game improvement 
from the previous season and won the National League West 
with a new manager and a remade roster. 
 
It is easy to find a starting point. 
 
Health matters. The D-backs had a 100-year flood of hurt in 
2014. It started before opening day and lasted through to the 
season's final out. Players missed 1,417 games games due to 
injury, the most in the National League and second-most in the 
majors to Texas. (In case you missed it, the Rangers suffered 
mightily in the standings, too.)  
 
More than that, the D-backs' injuries came to an indispensable 
group, and lasted for a huge swath of the season. All-Star Paul 
Goldschmidt, arguably the best first baseman in the league, 
missed the final two months. A.J. Pollock missed three months. 
Mark Trumbo missed 11 weeks. Chris Owings missed 10 weeks. 
Patrick Corbin and David Hernandez missed the season after 
undergoing Tommy John surgeries a week apart in March. 
Bronson Arroyo missed three months after Tommy John. That 
is four mainstays in the lineup, two members of the rotation -- 
including the projected opening day starter -- and a top setup 
man. Some teams might be able to overcome that. Most could 
not. 
 
It is no coincidence that the D-backs' free fall over the final two 
months occurred after Goldschmidt was lost for the season with 
a fractured right hand on July 31. He had a major league-leading 
39 doubles at the time of the injury.  
 
Those 72-victory predictions? Perhaps they assume another 
impossible-to-anticipate year of catastrophic injuries. 
 
The D-backs scored 615 runs last season, 25 below the league 
average while playing in a hitter's park. Logic dictates that more 
playing time from the offensive core cannot help but create  
more offense.  
 
Catcher Miguel Montero's bat will be missed, but Cuban third 
baseman Yasmany Tomas could be able to pick up the slack. No 
one expects the 24-year-old Tomas to be the next incarnation of 
recent Cuban imports Yasiel Puig or Jose Abreu this season. But 
no one expected Puig to be the hottest hitter in baseball when he 
arrived, or Abreu to be Abreu last year, when he hit 36 home 
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runs and was the unanimous winner of the AL Rookie of the 
Year Award with the Chicago White Sox at age 27. 
 
There is reason to believe the starting pitching should improve 
after being unable to overcome the loss of Corbin and Arroyo 
and a dismal year from Trevor Cahill last season. Corbin may 
not be back until June and Arroyo after that, but the D-backs 
made a priority to add young arms to a system that was in need. 
Wade Miley was traded in the offseason, but what the D-backs 
lack from his loss they will make up in quantity. 
 
Jeremy Hellickson, Rubby De La Rosa, Robbie Ray and Allen 
Webster were acquired in trades, and Cuban free agent Yoan 
Lopez showed enough potential to merit an $8.5 million signing 
bonus this winter. Add minor league prospects Archie Bradley, 
Aaron Blair, Braden Shipley and Jeferson Mejia to the mix, and 
the team has plentiful options. Will one or two step up? Who 
knows? But it has happened before. It is the safe to say that no 
one foresaw the breakout seasons by Ian Kennedy and Daniel 
Hudson in 2011. Kennedy had 21 victories and finished fourth 
in the NL Cy Young race.  
 
The D-backs did not play particularly well in spring training in 
2011 while working to grasp new manager Kirk Gibson's points 
of emphasis, but they coalesced behind Gibson and first year 
general manager Kevin Towers to make the playoffs. Kennedy, 
Hudson, J.J. Putz, Hernandez, Miguel Montero, Justin Upton 
and Ryan Roberts had career years, and Goldschmidt made a 
heroic entrance on Aug. 1. Who could have foreseen that? 
 
The D-backs could feel a similar spark this season with a new 
leadership group that starts with chief baseball officer Tony La 
Russa and includes general manager Dave Stewart, vice president 
of baseball operations De Jon Watson and manager Chip Hale. 
All have a track record of winning, including Hale, who won a 
national college championship at Arizona and led the Tucson 
Sidewinders to the Class AAA title. Hale's upbeat personality 
seems to bring the best out of his teammates and the players he 
manages, and that can go a long way. 
 
How it all translates, we will see. 
 
The safest prediction is no one knows. 
 

A guide to the Diamondbacks' Spring Training experience  
By Mark Brown / Examiner.com  
http://www.examiner.com/article/a-guide-to-the-
diamondbacks-spring-training-experience 
 
It’s this time of the year where hearts spring eternal. 
 
Baseball is in the air, and spirits are lifted to great heights. Fans 
crowd around spring training sites in Florida and Arizona, and 
players are, perhaps, their most accommodating for autograph 
requests and photos as any time during the protracted season 
until early October. 
 
Beginning Friday morning, the Diamondbacks gather at their 
Salt River training facility and this represents their fifth year of 
operation on site. That’s when pitchers and catchers engage in 
their first workout of the spring, and positon players report for 
their initial workout next Wednesday, Feb. 25. 

 
If there is one variable which characterizes “spring training,” it is 
informal. While fans are sensitive to players’ schedules and 
routines, the players reciprocate with interaction and personal 
attention. 
 
For fans wishing to take in the Salt River sessions with the 
players, here are a few things to consider. 
 
THE SITE 
 
The Diamondbacks share the Salt River complex with the 
Colorado Rockies, and the site combined has 12 practice fields, 
batting cages and clubhouses to accommodate both teams. The 
Diamondbacks occupy the third base and left field side of the 
complex, and fans are encouraged to park in the Desert Lot. 
 
REACHING SALT RIVER 
 
The complex is part of the first professional sports facility to be 
built on Native American lands. Salt River can be accessed by 
the 101 freeway with exits at Indian Bend Road or Via De 
Ventura. The complex is parallel to the freeway, so the best way 
to arrive at the Desert Lot is to exit at Via De Ventura and travel 
west. Turn left at the first light and another left at the T-section. 
Entrance to the Desert Lot is immediately on the right and a 
sign identifies the parking area. 
 
On game days, the parking fee is $5 for cars. 
 
THE PLAYERS ROUTINE 
 
Upon some occasions, the Diamondbacks will take batting 
practice in the stadium, which has a capacity for 11,000, 7,000 
permanent seats and 4,000 on the outfield berm. Otherwise, the 
Diamondbacks hit and go through drills on several of the six 
fields on their side of the complex. All workouts are open to all 
fans. 
 
Workouts usually begin around 9 a.m. and last until 11:30 or so. 
Many times, that is also the workout schedule for road games 
within the Cactus League. Spring training sites are close to Salt 
River and, at most, the Diamondbacks travel to Goodyear, about 
a 45 minute drive. 
 
Based on their individual schedule, the players remain active. 
Some will stay and hit longer against live pitching or in the 
batting cages, and others will stay longer to work on base 
running and defensive skills. Players ask that fans be sensitive to 
their individual workout schedules and be aware of individual 
programs. 
 
In turn, the players appreciate the fans’ attention and will usually 
accommodate autograph and photo requests. 
 
Fans can carry into the Salt River stadium only two, factory-
sealed bottles of water. No outside food. 
 
THE SPRING TRAINING SCHEDULE 
 
While player workout schedules remain constant, some workouts 
could be modified by the games. 
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As a general rule, the starting line-up usually gets two at-bats in 
each game. That means fans arriving late may miss one at-bat 
from Paul Goldschmidt and other starters. For the die-hard fans 
and those interested in seeing prospects, a spring training game 
is your treasure. That’s when players like catcher Oscar 
Hernandez, third baseball Yasmany Tomas and the plethora of 
prospective starters received important playing time. 
 
Plus, the Diamondbacks have a few players with significant 
major league experience in camp, like infielder Nick Punto and 
catcher Gerald Laird, fighting for a spot on the final, 25-man 
roster. These and other players should get quality time in the 
games to help determine their worth. 
 
The Diamondbacks open their spring training schedule on Tues. 
March 3 against the Arizona State University Sun Devils, 3 p.m. 
at the Salt River complex. Their first activity against a major 
league opponent is the Rockies on Wed. Mar. 4 and the 
Diamondbacks are the opponent. Here’s the complete spring 
training schedule 
http://arizona.diamondbacks.mlb.com/schedule/index.jsp?c_id
=ari#y=2015&m=4&calendar=DEFAULT. The Diamondbacks 
close their spring slate with a pair of games against the Chicago 
Cubs at Chase Field on Friday April 3 (6:40 p.m.) and Saturday 
April 4 (1:10 p.m.). 
 
The championship season opens on Monday April 6 against the 
defending World Champion San Francisco Giants in Chase Field 
at 7:10 p.m. The later start time is to accommodate national 
television (ESPN2). 
 
BEFORE AND THE AFTER THE GAME 
 
Since the Rockies and Diamondbacks set up their spring training 
sites, the area around the Salt River complex has grown. 
 
Fans will find many favorites on Indian Bend Road between the 
101 freeway and the first light, Pima Road, traveling west. 
 
Many restaurants and sports bar have sprung up and the choices 
seem endless. Fans can chose from burgers, pizza, Mexican, 
salad bars, and favorite fast-food locations. As well, specialized 
retailers like Starbucks, Hooters, Red Robin and Buffalo Wild 
Wings can all be found along Indian Bend Road. 
 
ELSEWHERE IN SCOTTSDALE 
 
In the city, fans can find, along Scottsdale Road between Osborn 
Road and Cambelback Road, a plethora of bars and restaurants 
to fit almost any budget. Identified as part of the Scottsdale Arts 
District, there are also many art galleries and souvenir shops in 
the area. 
 
For who those who enjoy the performing arts, the Scottsdale 
Center for the Performing Arts (www.ScottsdaleArts.org) is the 
center for drama, music and dance. 
 
The city of Scottsdale provides provide free trolley rides 
(www.FreeScottsdaleTrolley.com), but parking on the street, 
especially along Scottsdale Road, can be at a premium. 
 
The shadow of famed American architect Frank Lloyd Wright is 
ever-presence. His winter home in Scottsdale, Taliesin West, is 

open for visitors at 12345 N. Taliesen Drive, Scottsdale 
(www.franklloydwright.org) with a bookstore and gift shop on 
site. 
 

Derrick Hall: Hale To Be “Huge Success” With D-Backs 
By Sports360az.com 
http://www.sports360az.com/2015/02/derrick-hall-hale-huge-
success-d-backs/ 
 
Chip Hale calls Tucson, the town where he played college 
baseball at the University of Arizona, his home. But according to 
Derrick Hall, President and CEO of the Diamondbacks, Hale 
hasn’t been spending much time around the house the past few 
months. 
 
“He lives in Tucson,” Hall told Sports360AZ.com in a recent 
phone interview, when talking about his team’s new manager. 
“Yet you wouldn’t have known that because he came up here 
(Phoenix) immediately when the season was over. He and his 
wife have both been in here everyday.” 
 
That kind of passion for the job would not surprise those who 
have known Hale over the years. A former player who spent 
most of his career with the Minnesota Twins organization, Hale 
has worked hard to reach the level of major league manager. He 
spent six seasons managing within the minor leagues and since 
2007 has been a bench coach for three different major league 
clubs. Along the way, his work and style caught the attention of 
the Diamondbacks. 
 
“He has so much passion and enthusiasm,” said Hall. “He’s a 
teacher, he’s a motivator. This is a guy who is a winner.” 
 
Hale’s pedigree is also a plus for the organization, as he has a 
long-standing relationship with Bob Melvin, who was the former 
manager in Arizona and a favorite of Hall’s. Hale was a coach 
under Melvin for the Diamondbacks from 2007-2009 and again 
in Oakland from 2012-2014.  
 
“I hired Bob as a special assistant,” said Hall. “I only had him 
for a few months before Billy Beane called me and said ‘Can we 
talk to him about manager?’ and I said, ah, that’s one I really 
want to say no to. But we said yes and he had the proper 
mindset to make Chip his bench coach.” 
 
Now that the franchise has gotten their man, it will be up to 
Hale to produce on the field. It won’t be an easy task, as the 
team is facing significant roster changes from last season. But 
Hall believes that Hale’s history indicates that players respond 
well to him, and he believes the Arizona players will be no 
different. 
 
“Players love to play for him and we’ve seen it every day,” said 
Hall. “He has the same attitude, the same passion, that same 
energy every day at Salt River Fields and it’s just infectious. I 
think he’s going to be a huge success.” 
 
The D-Backs’ pitchers and catchers report to Salt River Fields 
on Thursday with the first workout scheduled for Friday in 
Scottsdale. 
 

2015 in the NL West: Aces high? 
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We move on to the starting pitchers in the NL West. Who has 
the best ace? Hint: it's not Arizona. 
By Jim McLennan / AZSnakePit.com 
http://www.azsnakepit.com/2015/2/17/8051893/2015-nl-
west-ace-pitchers 
 
Introduction 
 
I had to change up the method for the starting pitching a bit, 
though it's still based on the Fangraphs projections. Unlike the 
position players, there isn't such a clear demarcation of role e.g. 
primary and backup. If you lose your #2, say, then your #3 
would become your #2, your #4 would become your #3, and so 
on. Life's way too short for that. Also, the Fangraph projections 
have a sharply-varying number of innings, which clearly plays 
into the total overall value for each starting pitcher. 
 
So, what I did was, first, decide who were the five expected 
members of the rotation for each team in the majors, based on 
the innings thrown. I then re-scaled the WAR to be for 200 
innings pitched across the board. Now, better pitchers will throw 
more innings, but this shouldn't affect the order much, since 
better pitchers will also be worth more "WAR per inning," 
which is basically what I'm using here. You can find the table of 
all 150 starting pitchers which resulted here, should you be 
interested. I ordered a rotation by this, so team's #1 pitcher may 
or may not who is generally regarded as that [translation: you 
wanna sit down before reading who our ace is gonna be!]. 
 
Note: the rankings and star ratings are based on this overall list: 
so players are being compared against all starting pitchers, not 
just, say, other #3 pitchers. If you're in the top 20% (thirty 
pitchers), you get five stars; the next 20% (31-60) get four stars, 
and so on all the way down. If talent was evenly distributed, then 
you would find each team with a five-star pitcher, a four-star 
pitcher and so on down to all 30 with a one-star pitcher. So you 
should look to see if a team has a pitcher with more or less stars 
than expected for his slot, to judge whether a team is strong or 
weak there. All clear? 
 
#1. Dodgers: Clayton Kershaw (overall rank: #3, 4.8 WAR/200) 
 
This is my unsurprised face. Kershaw ranks top in overall WAR, 
in part because he's projected to throw 214 innings this season, 
but in WAR per 200, he comes in fractionally behind both Chris 
Sale and Felix Hernandez. Kershaw is only 26, but has already 
won three Cy Young awards and an MVP. In the integrated era, 
less than a handful of players have piled up more WAR to his 
age, almost all throwing more innings - so barring injury, seems 
likely to become the most dominating pitcher of our generation. 
Of course, we can always hope for a Lincecum-like inexplicable 
ineffectiveness, like what we saw on one glorious night at Chase 
last year... 
 
#2. Giants: Madison Bumgarner (#13, 3.4) 
 
After his mildly-impressive performance in the 2014 World 
Series (though it was no Big Unit), Bumgarner returns to anchor 
the San Francisco rotation. There is some concern over what 
impact his heavy workload might have: He threw 217.1 regular 
season innings, then another 52.2 during the playoffs (the most 
ever in a single post-season), for a total of 270 innings. That's an 
awful lot - by recent standards, at least, since RJ threw a total of 

291 in his World Series campaign. He did okay in 2002, as I 
recall - merely producing the best single season by a National 
League pitcher since 1973. Damn, the D-backs own the top five 
spots on that list.] I think Bumgarner will be okay. 
 
#3. Padres: James Shields (#34, 2.7) 
 
San Diego's shiny new acquisition, the jewel in their very active 
winter is... expected to be okay, I s'pose. But there are 33 
pitchers in the majors predicted to be more effective over 200 IP 
this year, one of the reasons I'm glad we didn't put all our eggs in 
the Shields' basket. Pitching in Petco will help his raw ERA, and 
at least this year of his contract is fairly cheap ($10 million), so 
his production should be reasonable value. It's more the rest of 
the deal which I'd be concerned about if I was a Padres fan, 
since his salary more than doubles for 2016 and beyond. Still, a 
far cry from the time whee Shields was demanding a 'Zach 
Greinke deal'. Missed it by that much: only $72 million. 
 
#4. Rockies: Jorge de la Rosa (#39, 2.6) 
 
Signed to a two-year, $25 million deal in September last year, and 
you can't blame them for wanting to lock him up since, as our 
friends at Purple Row noted, de la Rosa has pitched better at 
Coors than on the road over the past four seasons. They reckon 
it's due "to the way he controls his breaking ball and mixes up 
his pitches," but whatever the reason, he's an impressive 44-14 
lifetime there. The contract covers his age 34 and 35 seasons, so 
I probably wouldn't have gone any longer than two seasons. My 
major concern might be durability: over the past five years, he 
has averaged only 19 starts per season, though much of the lost 
time was due to TJ surgery in June 2011. 
 
#5. Diamondbacks: Trevor Cahill (#78, 1.7) 
 
Whhaaaaaaatttt? I hope you took my advice above about sitting, 
or at least, that you didn't bang your head too hard on the way 
down. I can see where this comes from, as Cahill's K-rate soared 
last year: he fanned 8.5 per nine innings, compared to only 5.9 
for his career to that point. So if he can maintain this and simply 
not walk 4.5 per nine, the potential is there. But there's more to 
it than dropping the word "simply" in a sentence. Given we're 
paying him $12 million regardless, I imagine he will start in the 
rotation, and hopefully his BABIP will regress from the hefty 
.356 figure shown last year. If not, I expect Dave Stewart to have 
a short leash, given the number of alternatives available. 
 
Conclusions 
 
There's nothing here we didn't know: the Diamondbacks don't 
have anyone who projects as remotely close to being an ace. In 
fact, they don't seem to have anyone who projects in the top half 
of major-league starters [there are a couple of candidates who 
might, except they weren't predicted to have enough innings to 
get into the rotation for this analysis. More on those later]. I 
think we have a fair amount of potential upside, whether 
through developing youth or bounceback (Cahill and Jeremy 
Hellickson), but the key word there is "potential", and that's by 
no means a sure thing. The rotation is clearly the biggest 
question-mark going into the season, and concerns are 
understandable. 
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D-backs fan fest in Phoenix this Sunday 
By HavasuNews.com 
http://www.havasunews.com/sports/d-backs-fan-fest-in-
phoenix-this-sunday/article_cb7b14d6-b72b-11e4-b9b5-
b35165915843.html 
 
After attracting more than 25,000 fans to the Arizona 
Diamondbacks annual fan fest last season, the event has been 
expanded, according to a release. 
  
The free event goes from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Chase Field in 
Phoenix, and will feature batting cages, photo opportunities with 
the D-backs, a special musical performance from Mark Trumbo, 
A.J. Pollock, Bronson Arroyo, and Aaron Hill—and more. 
 
Vouchers for autograph sessions cost $5, and season ticket 
holders can purchase the vouchers online form dbacks.com 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday. The vouchers will go on sale to 
the general public from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday. 
 
Beginning at 12:15 p.m. children aged 12 and under can receive 
free autograph vouchers, which will be served on a first come 
first serve basis. 
 
Fans will also be able to participate in question and answer 
sessions with the Diamondbacks. 
 
The players will be available at the following times on the 
Subway Fan Fest stage: 
 
12:10 p.m. – Hosted by Putz with guests: Goldschmidt, Hill, 
Pollock. 
 
12:30 p.m. – Hosted by Rodrigo Lopez and Oscar Soria (in 
Spanish) with guests: Tomas, Peralta, Inciarte. 
 
1:10 p.m. – Hosted by Berthiaume with guests: Hellickson, 
Webster, Ray 
 
1:25 p.m. – Hosted by Berthiaume and Collmenter with guests: 
Bradley, Shipley, Blair. 
 
1:50 p.m. – Musical performance by Arroyo, Hill, Pollock, 
Trumbo 
 
2:30 p.m. – Hosted by Schulte with guests: Hall, La Russa, Hale 
and Stewart. 
 
The first 3,000 fans enter the fan fest will receive Subway cash 
cards with between $1 and $100. 
 
For more information on the Diamondbacks fan fest visit 
Dbacks.com. 
 

 

Possible pool party looms 
By Ken Rosenthal / Fox Sports  
http://www.foxsports.com/mlb/just-a-bit-outside/baseball-
joe/blog/possible-pool-party-looms-021715 
 

Don'�™t be surprised if teams that exceed their international 
bonus pool --�“ or have exceeded it already --�“ sign multiple 
Cuban prospects before the June 15 deadline. 
 
The rules bear a similarity to the rules regarding draft-pick 
compensation system for major-league free agents. Once a team 
signs a player, it might as well keep going --�“ provided, of 
course, that it has the money. 
 
Major-league free agents cost additional draft picks in 
successively lower rounds. A team that exceeds its international 
bonus pool must pay a 100 percent tax and endure a two-year 
ban for signing players over $300,000 --�“ and it is the latter 
stipulation that could spur additional spending. 
 
A team that cannot enter the market in a meaningful way for two 
years might choose to invest its savings immediately, even if 
means paying even more in taxes. 
 
The Diamondbacks, in theory, could be such a team. 
 
By signing Cuban right-hander Yoan Lopez to an $8.25 million 
bonus, they already have exceeded their budget on international 
players who are under 23 and have not played five years in a 
recognized professional league. 
 
The D-Backs next could pursue Cuban second baseman Andy 
Ibanez, a player in whom they have interest, according to major-
league sources. Such a strategy, however, appears unlikely --�“ 
the D-Backs are "�œtapped out"€ • after signing Lopez and 
Cuban third baseman/outfielder Yasmany Tomas to a six-year, 
$68.5 million deal, sources say (Tomas, 24, was not subject to 
the international bonus pool). 
 
The wealthier Dodgers, who have yet to exceed their 
international pool, offer perhaps a better example of how a team 
can maneuver through the system. 
 
If the Dodgers had signed Lopez, a player they aggressively tried 
to sign, they may have been even more inclined to make a 
serious run at infielder/outfielder Yoan Moncada. And if they 
end up with Moncada, they may be more inclined to add other 
international players as well. 
 
The Yankees, Red Sox, Angels and Rays are the other teams that 
already have entered the penalty phase and cannot sign 
international players over $300,000 for the next two years. Other 
teams are pondering whether to exceed their limits, but want to 
make sure they can get multiple players first, according to one 
agent. 
 
Clubs also could decide to spend big internationally for another 
reason --�“ the current collective-bargaining agreement expires 
on Dec. 1, 2016, in the middle of what would be the second year 
of the ban on signing players for over $300,000 (the signing 
period runs from July 2 to June 15). 
 
An international draft or some other plan could replace the 
current system, eliminating the penalties and allowing teams to 
re-enter the market. 
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D-Backs' Hall Suggests Using Batting, Fielding Practice 
To Enhance Ballpark Experience 
By Sports Business Daily  
http://www.sportsbusinessdaily.com/Daily/Issues/2015/02/16
/Leagues-and-Governing-Bodies/MLB-Hall.aspx 
 
D-Backs President & CEO Derrick Hall last year "didn't want to 
publicize his agenda" for increasing baseball's popularity "for 
fear of perception, that he was lobbying" to become MLB 
Commissioner, according to Dan Bickley of the ARIZONA 
REPUBLIC. Even now, the subject "makes him skittish, not 
wanting to upstage" new MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred. But 
Hall said, "I do think the game needs to speed up. And, of 
course, technology. Technology is our future. We have to find a 
way in ballparks to make sure you have an advantage over 
watching at home or listening in the car so people want to come 
to the games. But I think we're addressing all of those things." 
Hall added that batting practice "could be the kind of meet-and-
greet you can't get at home, creating a powerful reason to buy 
tickets." Hall: "When you come to the ballpark, by the time the 
gates are open, your team is basically off the field. You don't get 
to watch them take batting practice. And I think the theory has 
been that fans get to watch players come  
 
in that you don't see very often. Yet when you're trying to 
develop a fan base, you want that connection between your fans 
and your players. And players spend much more time signing 
autographs." Bickley wrote Hall's other suggestion "is even more 
brilliant." He suggested that teams "should take mandatory 
fielding practice before the game just to showcase their skills and 
entertain the crowd." Bickley: "Anyone that has witnessed the 
mesmerizing tapestry of fielding practice immediately 
understands its visual power" (ARIZONA REPUBLIC, 2/15). 
 
AN IDEAS MAN: In Boston, Nick Cafardo wrote of MLB 
Commissioner Rob Manfred, "Got to like his early going in the 
big chair. He’s not afraid to explore or converse about tough 
topics. ... Manfred won't be afraid to make changes, popular or 
unpopular" (BOSTON GLOBE, 2/15). In N.Y., Joel Sherman 
listed Manfred first among his "50 most fascinating figures" in 
MLB. Manfred is "far removed from any verdict on his tenure a 
month in," but he "has offered a positive early read by honoring 
the game’s history without being trapped in it." Manfred has 
"seen trouble spots and has made it clear in his term’s infancy 
that there are no sacred cows, that everything is open for 
discussion." His discussions on potential changes to the game 
are representative of the "kind of proactive, unafraid-of-change 
commissioner Manfred appears to be" (N.Y. POST, 2/15).  
 

Chad Gaudin Works Out for the Diamondbacks 
By Joseph Jacquez / Venom Strikes  
http://venomstrikes.com/2015/02/17/chad-gaudin-works-
diamondbacks/ 
 
Veteran free agent pitcher Chad Gaudin worked out for 
members of the Diamondbacks front office at Salt River Fields 
on Sunday according to a report by Nick Piecoro of the Arizona 
Republic. 
 
Diamondbacks General Manager Dave Stewart told Piecoro that 
he is considering making an offer to the right-hander. 
 

He missed the entire 2014 season due to a neck injury. He 
posted a solid 3.34 FIP, and a 113 ERA+ in 97 innings pitched 
(12 starts, 18 relief appearances). 
 
He struck out 88 batters in 2013 while walking 40, and he has a 
career 42.4 GB% which is something that the Diamondbacks 
front office should keep in mind when they decide to acquire a 
pitcher or not given how Chase Field plays. 
 
He has a career 4.44 era across 11 big league seasons. 
 
Gaudin doesn’t have the mechanics to be a starter at this point 
in his career, and plus the Diamondbacks already have 12 guys to 
choose from for the rotation this spring. 
 
If the Dbacks do sign him, he would provide bullpen depth 
likely in a swing man role. Given his numbers with the Giants in 
2013, and the fact that he would be on a minor league deal, I 
don’t see why the Dbacks shouldn’t give him a shot. 
 
In this day in age, teams can never have enough quality bullpen 
depth. 
 

Arizona Diamondbacks: An Early Look at 2016 Free Agent 
Options 
By Tristan Leohard / TruSchoolSports.com 
http://www.truschoolsports.com/2015/02/arizona-
diamondbacks-an-early-look-at-2016-free-agent-options/ 
 
Now only a couple of days away from players “officially” 
reporting to camp, what better time than ever to take a look at 
the 2016 Free Agent class to see if there are any pieces that the 
Diamondbacks could look at adding next off-season. 
 
**DISCLAIMER: It is entirely too early to begin looking at the 
2016 off-season, especially since the 2015 off-season has yet to 
end. Still, it’s a fun exercise and lets us take a gander at the 
loaded class that will hit the market next year. ** 
 
There really isn’t any other way around it, but not many people 
are giving the Diamondbacks a shot to compete in ’15, and a lot 
of that centers around the unknown that is the starting rotation. 
While the pitching staff is one of the youngest in the league, they 
are also unproven and come with plenty of question marks as 
opening day inches closer. Although Diamondbacks beat writer 
Nick Piecoro points out in a recent article that there are many 
positives in the rotation, you’d be hard pressed to find others 
whom agree. 
 
In Piecoro’s article, he notes that Las Vegas sportsbooks have 
the D’Backs set to win 71-73 games and that one ESPN 
sportswriter has them last in the pre-season Power Rankings. 
Looking at FanGraphs’ projected standings for the 2015 season, 
they too have Arizona looking up at the rest of the pack with 74 
wins, good for third worst in baseball. Trying to find some sort 
of silver lining in there? At least with the third worst pick, and a 
loaded free agent class, their first round pick would be protected 
if they were to sign a player that had received a qualifying offer. 
Hooray? 
 
Earlier this morning, MLB Trade Rumors put out a piece 
detailing their 2016 Free Agent Power Rankings and the list did 
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not disappoint. Aside from seeing a former Diamondback in 
Justin Upton at the top of the list, there are a couple of players I 
would like to focus on. 
 
Jeff Samardzija: It has been widely assumed that Samardzija is 
destined to hit free agency after this season. While a clear top of 
the rotation starter, he probably won’t command the type of 
money that the other starters (Price, Cueto, Jeff Zimmerman) 
will, which could bring him into the Dbacks range. Stewart 
hasn’t been shy about wanting a top tier starter and while 
Samardzija will be 31 by the start of 2016, Dierkes notes that he 
has less innings on his arm than the other pitchers ahead of him. 
A clear ground ball pitcher, I think his stuff could play very well 
out west. 
 
Doug Fister: If plan A backfires, or Samardzija costs a lot more 
than I think, Fister would be another solid addition at the top of 
the rotation. While his 2014 peripherals aren’t as good as his 
ERA might suggest, Fister has shown to be solid pitcher capable 
of putting up a full season with a mid-3.00 ERA. Another 
groundball pitcher who I think could have continued success in 
Arizona. 
 
**NOTE: Yes, I understand that Trevor Cahill was a colossal 
mistake, but I think the reasoning behind that trade was solid. 
The balls fly out of Chase Field, and finding a pitcher who keeps 
it on the ground more so than in the air is a great idea. 
Something changed with Cahill and he never was the same 
pitcher, but I liked the thought process. 
 
Alex Avila: Not the most offensive catcher in the game, but his 
experience could be something to hold onto next to young Peter 
O’Brien in some sort of platoon role. Still only 30 years old at 
the beginning of next season, and provided his history of 
concussions doesn’t become more of a concern, he could be a 
nice bench bat, or starter (oh poor Tuffy), for the 
Diamondbacks next season. 
 
Even though it may seem like Samardjiza could be out of 
Arizona’s price range, there is actually a decent amount of salary 
coming off of the books after 2015. Using Baseball Reference’s 
payroll page, the committed payroll for 2016 at the moment is 
around $66 million without picking up any team options. Of 
those options, I think it’s easy to assume that Cahill ($13 m) and 
Cody Ross ($9.5 m) will have their options declined, and there is 
a decent chance that the Dbacks simply buyout Arroyo for $4.5 
million instead of paying the entire $11 million for 2016. A few 
salary dump trades could not only clear up the picture, but might 
also free up more money if they are able to move Hill and/or 
Ziegler this year as well. 
 
So although we haven’t even officially began 2015, it’s still fun to 
jump a year ahead and see what might be out there. While I 
refuse to write 2015 off, as many others have, I am already 
anticipating the Diamondbacks returning to form beginning with 
2016. 
 
But mostly, I just want baseball to be back. 
 
Go Dbacks. This year and next. 
 

FantasyAlarm.com Prospect Report: Yasmany Tomas, D-
backs 
By Jeff Mans / FantasyAlarm.com - Sporting News  
http://www.sportingnews.com/fantasy/mlb/story/2015-02-
17/dbacks-prospect-yasmany-tomas-scouting-report-fantasy-
baseball-sleeper-mlb-rookie-cuban-draft 
 
Prospect: Yasmany Tomas, 3B/OF, D-backs 
 
Height: 6-1; Weight: 252; Hits: Right; Throws: Right 
 
2013 Stats (Cuba): 231 AB, .290/.346/.450, 6 HR, 35 RBI, 28 
Runs, 6 SB 
 
Scouting Report 
 
Three years ago while playing in Cuba’s Serie National, Tomas 
flashed big power potential in slugging 16 homers in 226 plate 
appearances. But that was 2012 and after a lengthy layoff, Tomas 
will finally try and make good on all of the potential he showed 
years ago. The big question is whether Tomas’ power will 
translate to the American game the way that Jose Abreu’s did on 
the South Side of Chicago last summer. But Tomas is an entirely 
different player than Abreu and at a different person. There is no 
question that his build, swing and raw tools are extremely 
intriguing, but he is far from a finished product at this point. 
Tomas hasn’t played in a game since 2013 and will have a 
tremendous amount of developing to do. 
 
MORE MLB PROSPECTS: Best to draft | Midseason stashes | 
Top 50 overall 
 
The encouraging aspect of Tomas’ game is the way he sets up 
the pitcher. He will need to do a lot of video work in order to 
continue this at the major league level. Make no mistake, his 
swing has some major holes, which will lead to an enormous 
amount of strikeouts. While he has opposite-field power, he 
hasn’t learned how to go the other way with any sort of 
consistency. Tomas is very pull-oriented and sells out for power 
more often than not.   
 
Yasmany Tomas is a very athletic player who could, in theory, 
stick at either 3B or at a corner outfield spot. Over time, he will 
not be able to defend 3B and thus it would be a big mistake to 
count on him as your future at the position. Early in his career, 
he could even catch pitchers and catchers off guard and steal a 
fair amount of bases. That skill will not last very long as Tomas 
has a very thick lower half and will fill out even more as he 
develops. 
 
2015 Analysis 
 
A 24-year-old who has not played baseball in over a year and has 
never played at a level even close to what he will experience in 
the major leagues should greatly worry any fantasy baseball 
owner. Tomas should begin his career in the minor leagues and 
prove his worth on the way up. However, Arizona is in 
desperate need of another premium superstar opposite Paul 
Goldschmidt that it could force him to the majors well before 
he's ready. Tomas’ skillset is similar to that of Alexander 
Guerrero and Dayan Viciedo, which should pump the brakes on 
a lot of the blind enthusiasm surrounding his arrival in MLB. 

http://www.sportingnews.com/fantasy/mlb/story/2015-02-17/dbacks-prospect-yasmany-tomas-scouting-report-fantasy-baseball-sleeper-mlb-rookie-cuban-draft
http://www.sportingnews.com/fantasy/mlb/story/2015-02-17/dbacks-prospect-yasmany-tomas-scouting-report-fantasy-baseball-sleeper-mlb-rookie-cuban-draft
http://www.sportingnews.com/fantasy/mlb/story/2015-02-17/dbacks-prospect-yasmany-tomas-scouting-report-fantasy-baseball-sleeper-mlb-rookie-cuban-draft
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It is an enormous stretch to think that Tomas will be able to 
compete at 3B, but from a fantasy point of view, that is where a 
lot of his value lies. As a corner outfielder with a ton of 
strikeouts and a batting average of .250, he just doesn’t carry the 
same value as he does at third base. 
 
Compare To 
 
Alex Guerrero – Another inexperienced Cuban ballplayer that 
tries to hit everything the pitcher offers in every at-bat. Both 
have raw power, and Tomas is a true slugging prospect.    
 
Marlon Byrd – Byrd has always been a nice source of power and 
some OBP, but little else. Few realize that Byrd strikeouts out a 
ton and that he looks a lot better in his uniform than he plays in 
it.  
 
Current ADP 
 
Tomas has an average draft position of about 155, according to 
the Mock Draft Army's ADP data through Feb. 15. He was 
drafted in the 13th round (131st overall) in the FSTA Fantasy 
Baseball  
 

Picking the best MLB over/under bet for 2015 
By Grant Grisbee / SBNation.com  
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/2015/2/18/8055905/mlb-
over-under-bets-2015 
 
Well, come to my seminar, and I can make you rich through the 
world of baseball gambling. Hello, and welcome back to an 
annual tradition here at SB Nation, in which we pick the best bet 
out of a series of over/under figures provided by a casino that 
wants to take your money. Don't let them take your money. You 
take their money. 
 
I am the Tom Vu of a new generation. Here's how it's worked in 
the past: I've presented a list of over/under figures and asked 
you to pick one of them, just one, as your hypothetical bet. 
Here's what happened in 2013: 
 
2013 Winnings: $29,490 
2013 Losings: $29,200 
 
With 638 votes cast, that was a profit of $290, or 45¢ per person. 
Wheeee. Last year, though, there were more nerds, more votes 
and more winnings: 
 
2014 Winnings: $188,935 
2014 Losings: $132,400 
 
That's about a 16.5 percent return on the investment. Would you 
like a 16.5 percent return on your investment? Do you want to 
be rich? Do you like fancy things? All that needs to happen is 
that we all pool $1,000,000 each -- hear me out -- and make 
something like a mutual fund of baseball gambling. All 3,427 of 
us would have netted $165,000 last year with a simple million-
dollar investment. 
 
The first step is to find the best over/under bet of the 2015 
season. These figures are provided by Bovada, and your job is to 

pick if the team is going to go over or under the stated number 
of wins. A $100 bet will win $190 (your original bet + $90). You 
can pick just one, remember. Don't forget to vote in the poll and 
record your vote, too. 
 
MLB Win Totals (Alphabetically) 
 
 Arizona Diamondbacks 71½ 
 
 Atlanta Braves 73½ 
 
 Baltimore Orioles 82½ 
 
 Boston Red Sox 86½ 
 
 Chicago Cubs 82½ 
 
 Chicago White Sox 81½ 
 
 Cincinnati Reds 77½ 
 
 Cleveland Indians 83½ 
 
 Colorado Rockies 71½ 
 
 Detroit Tigers 84½ 
 
 Houston Astros 74½ 
 
 Kansas City Royals 79½ 
 
 Los Angeles Angels 89½ 
 
 Los Angeles Dodgers 92½ 
 
 Miami Marlins 81½ 
 
 Milwaukee Brewers 78½ 
 
 Minnesota Twins 70½ 
 
 New York Mets 81½ 
 
 New York Yankees 81½ 
 
 Oakland Athletics 80½ 
 
 Philadelphia Phillies 68½ 
 
 Pittsburgh Pirates 83½ 
 
 San Diego Padres 85½ 
 
 San Francisco Giants 84½ 
 
 Seattle Mariners 86½ 
 
 St. Louis Cardinals 88½ 
 
 Tampa Bay Rays 78½ 
 
 Texas Rangers 77½ 
 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/2015/2/18/8055905/mlb-over-under-bets-2015
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/2015/2/18/8055905/mlb-over-under-bets-2015


│

13 

 

 Toronto Blue Jays 82½ 
 
 Washington Nationals 92½ 
 
There will be no ties this year, unless we're joking about a Jose 
Altuve hit giving the Astros a half-win. Our job is to 
crowdsource the safest bet. As usual, it's not exactly easy. It's 
supposed to be a mess, and all of these are supposed to make 
you feel indecisive and have immediate regret as soon as you 
choose. Don't worry about you, though. Worry about the 
wisdom of crowds, and you'll get your $165,000. 
 
First thought: Always be suspicious of the extremes. Do you 
know how hard it is for a team -- any team -- to win 92 games? 
A roster full of talent helps, sure, but things still have to go right, 
which means it might make sense to be suspicious of the 
Nationals and Dodgers. Still, 93 wins isn't outrageous. It's not 
even scratching the floor of outrageous. 
 
It's hard for any team to lose 100 games, so over/unders close to 
62 are always suspicious. Except none of these teams have 
over/unders close to 62. The worst team is the Phillies, and their 
over/under is 68½. That seems optimistic, especially considering 
that Cole Hamels could be traded midseason, if not before, and 
that Cliff Lee's arm sounds like goats jumping up and down on a 
squeaky mattress whenever he puts on sunglasses. So the Phillies 
might be the pick. 
 
The other should-be lousy teams -- the Twins and 
Diamondbacks, for two -- aren't given ghastly over/unders. That 
probably has to do with the overall parity of the league. Even the 
bad teams aren't that bad. We don't have a 2013 Astros in here. 
 
The A's seem extraordinarily low. Both Baseball Prospectus and 
FanGraphs have them over .500, but not dramatically so. BP has 
them at 83 wins and FanGraphs has them at 84, and there really 
isn't that much of a difference between an 80-win team and an 
84-win team. You would have to believe that Vegas and the nerd 
stats were off, which is possible, but perhaps not if you're 
looking for the safest bet out of 60 possible options. 
 
Direct your attention to the AL Central for a moment. The 
Tigers have the highest over/under in the division at 84½, but 
that's still surprisingly low. The Tigers haven't finished below 85 
wins since 2010, and they probably won't have a combined 37 
starts from Jeremy Bonderman and Dontrelle Willis this year. 
Probably. They could be a safe pick. 
 
The Royals exchanged James Shields for Edinson Volquez, Billy 
Butler for Kendrys Morales and Norichika Aoki for Alex Rios. 
Is that really going to boot them back under .500 after winning 
the pennant? Maybe, but I'm skeptical. They're on the shortlist, 
especially considering the relative parity of the AL Central. 
 
The Yankees always do better than expected because they are a 
zombie team and you have to run, dammit, run. I'll believe them 
finishing under .500 when I see it. You know who's never seen 
it? Bryce Harper. He was born 10 days after the last time 
Yankees finished under .500. So if you're pegging the 
over/under close to .500 for the Yankees, take the over. They 
will never die. 
 

The year 2015 is an even year, so at least half of the Giants' 
roster will be skeletonized by piranhas during an off-day 
excursion. Be wary of their ability to stay over .500, much less 
win the second wild card spot. 
 
Aren't either the Rays or Rangers likely to bounce back? Seems 
like one of them should. Seeing the Astros within a few games of 
them -- deservedly so -- is almost chilling. 
 
All of these are supposed to make you squint and second-guess 
yourself, but you have to pick just one. 
 
Ben Revere - CF 
 
Carlos Ruiz - C 
 
Chase Utley - 2B 
 
Ryan Howard - 1B 
 
Domonic Brown - LF 
 
Grady Sizemore - RF 
 
Cody Asche - 3B 
 
Freddy Galvis - SS 
 
Cole Hamels - LHP 
 
Cliff Lee - LHP 
 
Aaron Harang - RHP 
 
David Buchanan - RHP 
 
Jerome Williams - RHP 
 
Bullpen - probably really good 
 
What would have to happen for that group to finish with a 67-95 
record? A healthy Cliff Lee, certainly. A full season from Utley, 
and either a breakout season from Brown or a bounce-back 
season from Howard. Hamels probably would need to pitch in 
August and September. The only thing preventing me from 
rubber-stamping it is they play in the NL East, and the Braves 
should be awful, with the Mets and Marlins fighting for the all-
pitching/limited-hitting scraps. 
 
No, I'll take the A's. They finished in a unfathomable death 
spiral last year, and they've turned over a significant chunk of the 
roster. They should still be over .500, though. That's my $100 
bet, even if I already hate it. 
 
Phillies, though. Look at the damned Phillies. 
 
Wait, are the Tigers and Astros really just 10 games apart? How 
did that ... 
 
A's are my final answer. Tear yourself up, rack your brain, and 
contribute to the poll. We're gonna be rich. 
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Aces & Wolf Pack exhibition game set for April 7 
By Chad Seely / Reno Aces  
http://www.milb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20150217&conten
t_id=109546918&fext=.jsp&vkey=news_t2310&sid=t2310 
 
RENO, Nev. - The Reno Aces and University of Nevada Wolf 
Pack baseball team will renew their annual exhibition game on 
Tuesday, April 7 at 6:05 p.m. at Aces Ballpark, the two entities 
announced today. 
 
"We're thrilled to continue the exhibition game tradition with the 
University of Nevada," said Aces President Eric Edelstein. "It's 
exciting to see what Coach Johnson has done with the Wolf 
Pack program, and we're equally proud of what Phil Nevin has 
done in his short time in Reno. We're proud to support the 
University and Wolf Pack Athletics with another donation." 
 
Tickets can be purchased at www.renoaces.com at the regular & 
child/senior rate, or for the discounted rate at the Reno Aces 
Ticket Office beginning on the official single-game on sale date, 
which will be announce later this month. Prices are $14 for 
adults, $10 for college students and $7 for children 12 and 
younger and seniors 62 and older, with all proceeds benefiting 
the Nevada Dugout Club. 
 
The University of Nevada Ticket Office is selling discounted 
tickets for only $10, while supplies last. Tickets can also be 
purchased at Legacy Hall from 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday-
Friday, by calling (775) 348-PACK, or at 
www.nevadawolfpack.com. 
 
The contest will mark the sixth consecutive season the two 
teams have played an exhibition game. Over that span, the Aces 
have donated $70,000 to the University of Nevada Dugout Club, 
an organization that serves as the main fundraising body of the 
University of Nevada baseball team. 
 
"We could not be more excited about the opportunity to play 
our annual exhibition game with the Reno Aces," said Wolf Pack 
Head Coach Jay Johnson. "This is a first class experience for our 
players and one they can really learn from and draw from as they 
pursue their dream of professional baseball. I am very thankful 
for all of the support the Aces give Wolf Pack baseball, and I 
look forward to continuing to work with them to keep Reno's 
reputation as a baseball town, very strong." 
 
As in prior seasons, the game will be played with Aces pitchers 
and catchers playing for both teams. All players will use wood 
bats, and the contest will last seven and a half innings. The game 
serves as a final tune-up for the Aces before opening the 2015 
season on Thursday, April 9 in Albuquerque. 
 
The Aces open the 2015 season Thursday, April 9 at 
Albuquerque, and host the Isotopes Friday, April 17 at 6:35 p.m. 
in the home opener at Aces Ballpark. Ticket packages are on-sale 
now at www.RenoAces.com or by calling (775) 334-4700. For 
up-to-date news and notes throughout the offseason follow the 
club on Twitter (@aces) or like the team on Facebook.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
February 18, 2015 • sports.yahoo.com/mlb/morenews 
http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/morenews 
 
February 18, 2015 

 Plenty of familiar faces for Orioles at spring training 
11:27 am EST (The Associated Press)  

 Cubs opposing restraining order on Wrigley 
construction 11:14 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Indians, left-hander Bruce Chen reach minor league 
deal 11:08 am EST (The Associated Press)  

 Must-click link: Alex Rodriguez: “the cheating stops 
now” 10:47 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Francisco Rodriguez wants $10 million to sign 10:28 am 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Five questions the White Sox need to answer this 
spring 9:44 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Play ball! The official reporting dates for all 30 teams 
9:33 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 The Orioles are close to signing Everth Cabrera 9:03 
am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Let’s pump the brakes on the Pablo Sandoval waistline 
watch, OK? 8:28 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Nix tries to impress Showalter in utility audition 7:09 
am EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Is Pablo Sandoval's weight a cause for concern? 6:48 
am EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 A-Rod derangement watch: handwriting analysis 
edition 6:47 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Dodgers closer Jansen has foot surgery, out 8-12 weeks 
12:44 am EST (The Associated Press)  
 

February 17, 2015 

 Dodgers lose closer to foot injury, possibly until mid-
May 11:34 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Spring storyline No. 1: Dealing with pressure 11:22 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Alex Rodriguez is really, really sorry in apology to 
Yankees fans 11:14 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid 
Atlantic)  

http://www.milb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20150217&content_id=109546918&fext=.jsp&vkey=news_t2310&sid=t2310
http://www.milb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20150217&content_id=109546918&fext=.jsp&vkey=news_t2310&sid=t2310
http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/morenews
http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/morenews/2015/Feb/17
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/plenty-familiar-faces-orioles-spring-training-162710437--mlb.html
http://www.csnchicago.com/cubs/cubs-opposing-restraining-order-wrigley-construction?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnchicago.com/cubs/cubs-opposing-restraining-order-wrigley-construction?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/ap-source-indians-lhp-bruce-chen-reach-minor-191121752--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/ap-source-indians-lhp-bruce-chen-reach-minor-191121752--mlb.html
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/must-click-link-alex-rodriguez-the-cheating-stops-now/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/must-click-link-alex-rodriguez-the-cheating-stops-now/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/francisco-rodriguez-wants-10-million-to-sign/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnchicago.com/white-sox/five-questions-white-sox-need-answer-spring?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnchicago.com/white-sox/five-questions-white-sox-need-answer-spring?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/play-ball-the-official-reporting-dates-for-all-30-teams/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/the-orioles-are-close-to-signing-everth-cabrera/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/lets-pump-the-brakes-on-the-pablo-sandoval-waistline-watch-ok/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/lets-pump-the-brakes-on-the-pablo-sandoval-waistline-watch-ok/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnbaltimore.com/blog/orioles-talk/nix-tries-impress-showalter-utility-audition?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnne.com/boston-red-sox/pablo-sandovals-weight-cause-concern?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/a-rod-derangement-watch-handwriting-analysis-edition/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/a-rod-derangement-watch-handwriting-analysis-edition/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/dodgers-closer-jansen-foot-surgery-8-12-weeks-031031713--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/morenews/2015/Feb/16
http://www.csnwashington.com/baseball-washington-nationals/talk/dodgers-lose-closer-foot-injury-possibly-until-mid-may-kenley-jansen-padres-diamondbacks?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnwashington.com/baseball-washington-nationals/talk/dodgers-lose-closer-foot-injury-possibly-until-mid-may-kenley-jansen-padres-diamondbacks?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://natsinsider.com/2015/02/18/spring-storyline-no-1-dealing-with-the-pressure/?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnbaltimore.com/blog/orioles-talk/alex-rodriguez-really-really-sorry-apology-yankees-fans?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnbaltimore.com/blog/orioles-talk/alex-rodriguez-really-really-sorry-apology-yankees-fans?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
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 Alex Gordon hopes to be cleared for throwing and 
batting practice early next week 10:34 pm EST (NBC 
Sports)  

 Hammel on Cubs rotation: We're going to be pretty 
freaking good 10:03 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Kenley Jansen out 8-12 weeks following foot surgery 
9:19 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 A-Rod gives apology but no explanation ahead of 
return 9:16 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Countdown to Clearwater: A gloom in the air 9:06 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Report: Five teams prepared to spend over $70 million 
on Cuban infielder Hector Olivera 9:04 pm EST (NBC 
Sports)  

 Report: Marlins looking at former Yankees' top 
prospect 8:47 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Cubs: Lester wants pressure of World Series 
expectations 8:10 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New 
England)  

 “He just kept saying: ‘They’re going to burn this city 
down again when we win the World Series'” 7:57 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Sportsbook loves Nats' odds for best record, World 
Series 7:32 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Showdown: Cabrera vs. Abreu 7:11 pm EST (Rotoworld)  

 Catcher Wilin Rosario, Rockies go to salary arbitration 
7:09 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Orioles agree with infielder Nix on minor league 
contract 7:07 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Red Sox's Sandoval 'excited to be in white and red' 7:07 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Rangers “still in discussions” with Phil Coke 6:42 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Around-the-horn look at NL West offseason moves 
6:05 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Cubs: Lester wants the pressure of World Series 
expectations 5:41 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Angels add bullpen help, sign Matt Lindstrom 5:30 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Orioles sign veteran infielder to minor league deal 5:14 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Orioles sign Jayson Nix 5:10 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Former Red Sox, Giants 3B coach Wendell Kim dies at 
64 4:58 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Reed Johnson agrees to minor league deal with Miami 
Marlins 4:54 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Minor leaguers suing baseball over unfair labor 
practices get a small victory 4:46 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Never mind A-Rod's apology, the question now is can 
he hit? 4:36 pm EST (Yahoo Sports)  

 MLB execs: Nats signing Scherzer is worst deal of 
offseason 4:22 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Marlins re-sign Reed Johnson 4:16 pm EST (NBC 
Sports)  

 Mariners enter spring training with high expectations 
4:14 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Sandoval will help Sox to 'as many World Series' as he 
can 4:09 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 MLB execs vote White Sox, Cubs among most 
improved teams 4:00 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Pirates being camp searching for final pieces 3:55 pm 
EST (The Associated Press)  

 Former owner of MLB steroid clinic sentenced to 4 
years 3:18 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Yanks' Masahiro Tanaka throws for 34 minutes on 
level ground 2:56 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Former Florida clinic owner gets four years prison in 
baseball doping case 2:49 pm EST (Reuters)  

 Mets expect Bobby Parnell to begin season on disabled 
list 2:44 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Yankees' Rodriguez apologizes for using PEDs 2:43 pm 
EST (Reuters)  

 Orioles make tweaks to farm system 2:38 pm EST 
(Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Alex Rodriguez pens apology letter to Yankees fans 
2:25 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Please allow me to tell you what to think about Alex 
Rodriguez’s apology 2:21 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Rodriguez issues apology for doping, mistakes 2:19 pm 
EST (AFP)  

 Alex Rodriguez Statement Text 2:16 pm EST (The 
Associated Press)  

 Around the MLB: Milwaukee Brewers offseason in 
review 2:08 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Alex Rodriguez issues an apology to fans 1:18 pm EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 Biogenesis boss gets four-year prison sentence 1:16 pm 
EST (AFP)  

 Rex Brothers is in The Best Shape Of His Life 1:13 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 A-Rod makes vague apology, turns down news 
conference 1:11 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 A.J. Ellis is in The Best Shape of His Life 12:57 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Around MLB: Minnesota Twins offseason review 12:54 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Charlie Manuel is down in Clearwater this season 12:00 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Reds open spring training looking for new starting 
rotation 11:50 am EST (The Associated Press)  

 Sandberg, Bowa and Manuel talk Phillies' rebuild 11:44 
am EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Opponent outlook: Can Rays compete with this team? 
11:29 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 The oral history of that time Bill Murray played 
baseball for the Grays Harbor Loggers 11:18 am EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 AP sources: Barry Zito returning to A's on minor 
league deal 11:17 am EST (The Associated Press)  

 Five storylines to watch as Giants pitchers and catchers 
report 11:10 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 UPDATE: Anthony Bosch sentenced to four years in 
prison 10:47 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Wendell Kim: 1950-2015 10:20 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 The Bob Feller Museum is closing due to lack of 
interest 10:09 am EST (NBC Sports)  

http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/alex-gordon-hopes-to-be-cleared-for-throwing-and-batting-practice-early-next-week/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/alex-gordon-hopes-to-be-cleared-for-throwing-and-batting-practice-early-next-week/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnchicago.com/cubs/hammel-cubs-rotation-were-going-be-pretty-freaking-good?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnchicago.com/cubs/hammel-cubs-rotation-were-going-be-pretty-freaking-good?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/kenley-jansen-out-8-12-weeks-following-foot-surgery/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/rod-makes-vague-apology-turns-down-news-conference-190254890--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/rod-makes-vague-apology-turns-down-news-conference-190254890--mlb.html
http://www.csnphilly.com/baseball-philadelphia-phillies/countdown-clearwater-gloom-air?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/report-five-teams-prepared-to-spend-over-70-million-on-cuban-infielder-hector-olivera/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/report-five-teams-prepared-to-spend-over-70-million-on-cuban-infielder-hector-olivera/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnwashington.com/baseball-washington-nationals/talk/report-marlins-looking-former-yankees-top-prospect?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnwashington.com/baseball-washington-nationals/talk/report-marlins-looking-former-yankees-top-prospect?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnne.com/blog/red-sox-talk/cubs-lester-wants-pressure-world-series-expectations?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnne.com/blog/red-sox-talk/cubs-lester-wants-pressure-world-series-expectations?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/he-just-kept-saying-theyre-going-to-burn-this-city-down-again-when-we-win-the-world-series/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/he-just-kept-saying-theyre-going-to-burn-this-city-down-again-when-we-win-the-world-series/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnwashington.com/baseball-washington-nationals/talk/sportsbook-loves-nats-odds-best-record-world-series-dodgers-red-sox-cardinals-angels-cubs?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnwashington.com/baseball-washington-nationals/talk/sportsbook-loves-nats-odds-best-record-world-series-dodgers-red-sox-cardinals-angels-cubs?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/showdown-cabrera-vs-abreu-001100616--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/catcher-wilin-rosario-rockies-salary-arbitration-000903664--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/orioles-agree-infielder-nix-minor-league-contract-000759973--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/orioles-agree-infielder-nix-minor-league-contract-000759973--mlb.html
http://www.csnbayarea.com/giants/red-soxs-sandoval-excited-be-white-and-red?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/rangers-still-in-discussions-with-phil-coke/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnbayarea.com/giants/around-horn-look-nl-west-offseason-moves?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnchicago.com/cubs/cubs-lester-wants-pressure-world-series-expectations?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnchicago.com/cubs/cubs-lester-wants-pressure-world-series-expectations?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/angels-sign-matt-lindstrom/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnbaltimore.com/blog/orioles-talk/orioles-sign-veteran-infielder-minor-league-deal?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/orioles-sign-jayson-nix/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/former-red-sox-giants-3b-coach-wendell-kim-215854102--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/former-red-sox-giants-3b-coach-wendell-kim-215854102--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/reed-johnson-agrees-minor-league-deal-miami-marlins-215441195--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/reed-johnson-agrees-minor-league-deal-miami-marlins-215441195--mlb.html
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/minor-leaguers-suing-baseball-over-unfair-labor-practices-get-a-small-victory/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/minor-leaguers-suing-baseball-over-unfair-labor-practices-get-a-small-victory/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/never-mind-a-rod-s-apology--the-question-now-is-can-he-hit-213646252.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/never-mind-a-rod-s-apology--the-question-now-is-can-he-hit-213646252.html
http://www.csnwashington.com/baseball-washington-nationals/talk/mlb-execs-nats-signing-scherzer-worst-deal-offseason?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnwashington.com/baseball-washington-nationals/talk/mlb-execs-nats-signing-scherzer-worst-deal-offseason?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/marlins-re-sign-reed-johnson/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/mariners-enter-spring-training-high-expectations-211441384--mlb.html
http://www.csnne.com/boston-red-sox/sandoval-will-help-sox-many-world-series-he-can?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnne.com/boston-red-sox/sandoval-will-help-sox-many-world-series-he-can?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnchicago.com/white-sox/mlb-execs-vote-white-sox-cubs-among-most-improved-teams?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnchicago.com/white-sox/mlb-execs-vote-white-sox-cubs-among-most-improved-teams?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/pirates-being-camp-searching-final-pieces-201746909--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/former-owner-mlb-steroid-clinic-sentenced-4-years-155751439--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/former-owner-mlb-steroid-clinic-sentenced-4-years-155751439--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/yanks-masahiro-tanaka-throws-34-minutes-level-ground-195639274--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/yanks-masahiro-tanaka-throws-34-minutes-level-ground-195639274--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/former-florida-clinic-owner-faces-sentencing-baseball-doping-143532871--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/former-florida-clinic-owner-faces-sentencing-baseball-doping-143532871--mlb.html
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/mets-expect-bobby-parnell-to-begin-season-on-disabled-list/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/mets-expect-bobby-parnell-to-begin-season-on-disabled-list/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/yankees-rodriguez-apologizes-using-peds-194311766--mlb.html
http://www.csnbaltimore.com/blog/orioles-talk/orioles-make-tweaks-farm-system?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnne.com/boston-red-sox/alex-rodriguez-pens-apology-letter-yankees-fans?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/please-allow-me-to-tell-you-what-to-think-about-alex-rodriguezs-apology/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/please-allow-me-to-tell-you-what-to-think-about-alex-rodriguezs-apology/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/rodriguez-issues-apology-doping-mistakes-191920493--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/alex-rodriguez-statement-text-191533824--mlb.html
http://www.csnchicago.com/cubs/around-mlb-milwaukee-brewers-offseason-review?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnchicago.com/cubs/around-mlb-milwaukee-brewers-offseason-review?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/alex-rodriguez-issues-an-apology-to-fans/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/biogenesis-boss-gets-four-prison-sentence-181611996--mlb.html
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/rex-brothers-is-in-the-best-shape-of-his-life/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/rod-makes-vague-apology-turns-down-news-conference-181118568--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/rod-makes-vague-apology-turns-down-news-conference-181118568--mlb.html
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/a-j-ellis-is-in-the-best-shape-of-his-life-2/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnchicago.com/white-sox/around-mlb-minnesota-twins-offseason-review?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnphilly.com/blog/700-level/charlie-manuel-down-clearwater-season?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/reds-open-spring-training-looking-starting-rotation-165022426--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/reds-open-spring-training-looking-starting-rotation-165022426--mlb.html
http://www.csnphilly.com/baseball-philadelphia-phillies/ryne-sandberg-larry-bowa-and-charlie-manuel-talk-phillies-rebuild-spring-training?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnbaltimore.com/blog/orioles-talk/opponent-outlook-can-rays-compete-team?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/the-oral-history-of-that-time-bill-murray-played-baseball-for-the-grays-harbor-loggers/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/the-oral-history-of-that-time-bill-murray-played-baseball-for-the-grays-harbor-loggers/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/ap-sources-barry-zito-returning-minor-league-deal-155336011--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/ap-sources-barry-zito-returning-minor-league-deal-155336011--mlb.html
http://www.csnbayarea.com/giants/five-storylines-watch-giants-pitchers-and-catchers-report?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnbayarea.com/giants/five-storylines-watch-giants-pitchers-and-catchers-report?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/anthony-bosch-will-be-sentenced-today/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/anthony-bosch-will-be-sentenced-today/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/wendell-kim-1950-2015/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/the-bob-feller-museum-is-closing-due-to-lack-of-interest/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/the-bob-feller-museum-is-closing-due-to-lack-of-interest/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs


│

16 

 

 Orioles not favorites of oddsmakers 9:51 am EST 
(Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Let’s play “Baseball Mortality” 7:50 am EST (NBC 
Sports)  

 Pitchers and catchers report this week to spring 
training 3:17 am EST (The Associated Press)  

 Countdown to Clearwater: Leadership under the gun 
2:30 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Tomase: No need to trade Swihart for Hamels 1:20 am 
EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Zito back with A's part of Beane's next movie plot 
12:55 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  
 

February 16, 2015 

 Koji Uehara admits “physical” issue was behind 
struggles late last season 11:26 pm EST (NBC Sports)  
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http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/transactions 
 

Tuesday, February 17, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Boston Red Sox  

Henry 

Rodriguez  

Signed to a Minor League 

Contract 

Los Angeles 

Angels  

Matt 

Lindstrom  

Signed to a Minor League 

Contract 

Miami Marlins  Reed Johnson  

Signed to a Minor League 

Contract 

San Diego 

Padres 

Aaron 

Northcraft  

Outrighted to Minors 

Monday, February 16, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Cleveland 

Indians  

Jason Giambi  
Retired 

Cleveland 

Indians  

Bruce Chen 

Signed to a Minor League 

Contract 

New York 

Yankees  

Jared Burton  

Signed to a Minor League 

Contract 

Oakland 

Athletics  

Barry Zito  

Signed to a Minor League 

Contract 

Sunday, February 15, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Los Angeles 

Dodgers  

David 

Aardsma  

Signed to a Minor League 

Contract 
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