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                 FROM OC REGISTER       

Angels start strong but fade at the finish in loss to Rangers 

By Dave Sessions 

ARLINGTON, Texas — The Angels witnessed some unforgettable baseball Thursday night in the series 
opener with the Rangers: an exceptionally rare type of triple play, major league debuts by two of their 
pitchers and five consecutive Halo hits to start the game. 

If only that was all they saw. Instead, the Angels were left gawking at a tragicomic bottom of the eighth 
inning that led to an 8-6 loss in a game they thought they had in the bag. Justin Anderson and Osmer 
Morales, the Angels’ seventh and eighth pitchers of a planned bullpen game combined to allow four 
runs. 

Despite the late meltdown, given that it was a mid-August game between non-contending teams, the 
play that will be remembered the longest will surely be the bases-loaded one-hopper Angels second 
baseman David Fletcher hit to Rangers third baseman Jurickson Profar in the fifth inning, with the Angels 
ahead 6-3. Profar stepped on third base for a forceout, tagged Taylor Ward as he stumbled off third base 
and then threw to Rougned Odor at second to force out the runner from first (Kole Cal houn). 

“That was a real game-changer and momentum-breaker,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. “On a day 
we had to use our bullpen, you want to try to get as many runs as you can and it would have been 
important. Profar made a great play on it, Fletch hit the ball hard and (they) got out of the fourth inning 
with no damage at a time when we looked like we were going to pad our lead and hopefully get far 
enough in front.” 

The Rangers’ triple play marked the first time that the batter was not retired on a tr iple play since June 
3, 1912, in a game between Brooklyn and Cincinnati. It was the sixth triple play in Rangers history, the 
11th against the Angels in their history and only the second by any team this season.  

“It was a short hop … it was so close to my glove, they thought maybe I caught it in the air or 
something,” Profar said. “Step on the bag, tag the runner, and then throw to second. … every runner 
thought it was a line drive.” 

Ward would have been in a dire situation regardless of whether Profar had caught the ball.  

“Either way, I’m pretty much a dead duck, I feel like,” Ward said. “I’ve always dreamed of, since I’ve 
been playing third base as long as I’ve been playing third base, possibly turning one, but n ot being 
involved in one that way.” 

The Angels went up 5-0 in the first after five consecutive singles and Francisco Aria’s two-run double. 
But after the triple play kept the game close, the Angels failed to protect the lead in the eighth. Justin 
Anderson gave up two runs before Morales allowed a go-ahead single to Odor and let another run score 
on a wild pitch. 
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The loss overshadowed Morales’ and fellow reliever Ty Buttrey’s big-league debuts. Buttrey threw a 
scoreless seventh before Anderson struggled to start the eighth. He rebounded after giving up an RBI 
double and then loading the bases, striking out the next two hitters before walking in the tying run.  

“We run into those days where you’ve got to be able to find a way to fight through it,” Anderson said . “I 
thought I was about to get out of there surrendering one run, but unfortunately, that’s not what 
happened.” 

 

Angels eager to see where hard-throwing Ty Buttrey fits in 

By Dave Sessions 

ARLINGTON, Texas — Barely more than two weeks after the Angels acquired right-hander Ty Buttrey in a 
trade deadline deal, the Angels recalled the hard-throwing prospect Thursday before their series opener 
against the Rangers. He made his major league debut with a scoreless seventh inning. 

“It was an awesome experience,” said Buttrey, who managed to get several family and friends, including 
his parents and wife, into Texas from North Carolina on short notice to see him pitch Thursday. “The 
biggest difference was just how much brighter the field and the players were. That was pretty cool to 
see.” 

Buttrey, a physically stout 25-year-old at 6-foot-6 and 246 pounds, came to the Angels organization from 
the Red Sox along with fellow Boston prospect Williams Jerez, who has already appeared in five games 
for the Angels. 

“He’s big and strong, got a power arm,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. “We’re going to take a look 
at him and see where he fits in.” 

In four appearances for Salt Lake over the past week, Buttrey allowed one earned run on two hits in four 
innings (seven strikeouts, one walk). He posted a 2.25 ERA in 44 innings over 32 relief appearances for 
Red Sox Triple-A affiliate Pawtucket and has a career 3.95 ERA in 168 minor-league games, including 67 
starts before switching to the bullpen in 2016. 

“I’m trying to make the most of this moment, trying to stay as calm and collected as I can, but obviously 
this is a dream come true,” Buttrey said a few hours before sandwiching three groundouts around a 
double in his major-league debut. “I’ve been thinking about this day for a long time. Coming from 
getting traded and shortly (pitching for) Salt Lake City and getting called up within a week, it was really 
special.” 

Buttrey has a high-90s fastball and an above-average changeup, and he has made progress lowering his 
strikeouts-to-walks ratio this season. He has 74 strikeouts and 15 walks this season in the minors; he 
also fanned 74 last season but walked 33. In 2015, he walked 52 batters in 79 innings. He said 
adjustments to his delivery, as well as his mentality, this season, have been consequential. 
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“Honestly, I think finally I had this confidence that I’ve been searching for a while and just being a high 
school (draftee), being a tall guy, it took a long time for me to get my mechanics and get everything 
sound,” he said. “It’s hard moving all these moving parts sometimes. Being a bigger guy, one little thing, 
it throws (you) off and you’re missing. So I kind of simplified some things mechanically. I was able to cut 
down on my walks and able to throw more strikes, challenging guys.” 

Buttrey replaced righty Hansel Robles, who was placed on the 10-day disabled list Thursday with right 
shoulder impingement, retroactive to Aug. 15. 

DESPAIGNE TO START FRIDAY 

Scioscia said right-hander Odrisamer Despaigne will make his Angels debut Friday, starting against the 
Rangers three days after being acquired for cash in a trade with the Marlins.  

Despaigne is a veteran of 98 MLB games, including 43 starts, and has posted a 4.76 ERA in his five big-
league seasons. He was 2-0 with a 5.31 ERA in 10 relief outings and one start for Miami this year. 

“He’s got a good cutter, breaking ball, change, good movement on his fastball, he kind of pitches off of 
that and he works off of soft contact,” Scioscia said.  

OHTANI TO THROW ANOTHER BULLPEN 

As he endeavors to pitch again for the first time since June 6, Angels two-way rookie Shohei Ohtani will 
throw a gentle bullpen session on Friday before a more taxing workout in Arizona when the Angels play 
the Diamondbacks next week. 

Ohtani threw 33 pitches in a high-intensity bullpen session on Wednesday. His sprained right elbow has 
kept him from pitching, but he remained in the lineup at designated hitter Thursday.  

“His last workout was an up-down, he did pitches up, sat down, then did pitches up – he felt good 
enough to do that so he’ll have a light ’pen tomorrow and then we’ll see for the next workout,” Scioscia 
said. “We’ll know the touch and feel tomorrow. Arizona will be more aggressive.”  

SANDOVAL PROMOTED 

Left-hander Patrick Sandoval was promoted to the Double-A Mobile (Ala.) BayBears from Class-A Inland 
Empire and was scheduled to start Thursday night on the road against the Biloxi (Miss.) Shuckers.  

The 21-year-old came to the Angels organization on July 26 in a trade with the Houston Astros for 
catcher Martin Maldonado. In three starts with Inland Empire, Sandoval threw 14-2/3 scoreless innings 
and struck out 21 batters. Sandoval had a 33-inning scoreless streak earlier in the season from June 9 to 
July 16. 

UP NEXT 

Angels (RHP Odrisamer Despaigne, 2-0, 5.31 ERA with Miami) at Rangers (LHP Mike Minor, 9-6, 4.61), 
Friday, 5 p.m., Fox Sports West, KLAA (830 AM) 
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                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

5-run 1st inning not enough as Angels fall 

By Maria Guardado 

ARLINGTON -- The Angels wasted little time jumping on Rangers rookie Ariel Jurado on Thursday night, 
scoring five runs in the first inning to surge to an early lead. But their contingent of relievers couldn't 
hold it, allowing the Rangers to score six unanswered runs and rally for an 8-6 win in the series opener at 
Globe Life Park. 

The Angels took a 6-4 lead into the eighth, but the Rangers pulled within one on Joey Gallo's RBI double 
and went on to load the bases against rookie Justin Anderson. After battling back from a 3-0 count to 
strike out Ronald Guzman, Anderson whiffed Isiah Kiner-Falefa on three pitches for the second out. 

But Anderson again lost his release point against Shin-Soo Choo, who walked to plate the tying run. It 
was the third walk issued by Anderson, who also hit a batter in his erratic outing.  

"You run into those days where you may not be able to just find a way to fight through it," Anderson 
said. "I thought I was about to get out of that inning, but unfortunately, it's not what happened." 

Manager Mike Scioscia brought in Osmer Morales, who was making his MLB debut, to face Rougned 
Odor, but Odor beat out an infield single to knock in the go-ahead run. The Rangers added an insurance 
run after Robinson Chirinos scored from third on a wild pitch. 

Andrelton Simmons led off the ninth by blooping a double into left field, but Jose Leclerc coaxed a 
popout from Francisco Arcia and struck out Kaleb Cowart and Eric Young Jr. to snap the Angels' three-
game winning streak. 

With starters Nick Tropeano and Tyler Skaggs on the disabled list, the Angels filled a gap in their rotation 
with a bullpen game for the second time this week. Right-hander Taylor Cole again received the starting 
nod, but he gave up three runs and retired only three of the eight batters he faced in one-plus inning. 

Jose Alvarez, Williams Jerez, Noe Ramirez, Jim Johnson, Ty Buttrey, Anderson and Morales combined to 
pitch the final seven innings. 

The Angels opened the game with five consecutive singles by Kole Calhoun, David Fletcher, Justin 
Upton, Shohei Ohtani and Albert Pujols, bringing in a pair of runs and loading the bases with no outs 
against Jurado. Simmons flied out to left field for the first out, but Arcia followed with a two-run double 
down the third-base line to extend the Angels' lead to 4-0. 

Pujols then scored from third on a groundout from Taylor Ward to cap the big inning. It marked the 
fourth time this season that the Angels have scored five or more runs in the first inning of a game.  

Cole took the mound with a five-run lead in the bottom of the first, but the Rangers immediately began 
to chip away at the deficit, as Elvis Andrus drew a two-out walk to set up Nomar Mazara's two-run home 
run to center field. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/642558/ariel-jurado
http://m.mlb.com/player/608336/joey-gallo
http://m.mlb.com/player/605121/justin-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/608597/ronald-guzman
http://m.mlb.com/player/643396/isiah-kiner-falefa
http://m.mlb.com/player/425783/shin-soo-choo
http://m.mlb.com/player/591672/osmer-morales
http://m.mlb.com/player/596059/rougned-odor
http://m.mlb.com/player/596059/rougned-odor
http://m.mlb.com/player/455139/robinson-chirinos
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/600917/jose-leclerc
http://m.mlb.com/player/516472/francisco-arcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/player/458913/eric-young-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/518566/taylor-cole
http://m.mlb.com/player/501625/jose-alvarez
http://m.mlb.com/player/605301/williams-jerez
http://m.mlb.com/player/598287/noe-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/462382/jim-johnson
http://m.mlb.com/player/621142/ty-buttrey
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/664058/david-fletcher
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/621493/taylor-ward
http://m.mlb.com/player/462101/elvis-andrus
http://m.mlb.com/player/608577/nomar-mazara


August 17, 2018  Page 7 of 11 
 

Calhoun opened the second by crushing his 17th home run of the season, a solo shot off Jurado that 
pushed the Angels' lead to 6-2. But the Rangers countered in the bottom of the inning with a solo home 
run from Gallo. They continued to threaten after Cole issued back-to-back walks to Chirinos and 
Guzman, but Alvarez bailed him out by retiring the next three batters to leave both runners stranded.  

Jerez and Ramirez kept the Rangers off the board for the next three i nnings, but Jurickson Profar led off 
the sixth with a home run off Johnson, cutting the Angels' lead to 6-4. 

Buttrey, who was acquired from the Red Sox as part of the Ian Kinsler trade on July 30, entered the 
game in the seventh and worked around a one-out double to Choo to post a scoreless inning in his MLB 
debut. 

"It was just an awesome experience," Buttrey said. "I was just nervous coming up to that point and 
finally getting that road block out of the way, it felt really cool." 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
The Angels looked poised to break the game open after loading the bases with no outs in the fourth, but 
Jurado escaped after the Rangers turned their first triple play since 2009. After fielding a grounder off 
the bat of Fletcher, Profar stepped on third base for the forceout, tagged Ward, who had been on third, 
for the second out and then threw to Odor at second to get Calhoun for the forceout.  

"That was a real game-changer and momentum-breaker," Scioscia said. "On a day when you use your 
bullpen, you really want to try to get as many runs as you can. It would have been important. Profar 
made a great play on it. Fletch hit the ball hard. They got out of the fourth inning with no damage at a 
time when we were going to pad our lead and hopefully get far enough in front." 

According to STATS, it was the first triple play in which the batter was not retired since June 4, 1912, 
when the Brooklyn Dodgers turned such a play against the Reds. 

"Pretty bad luck," Fletcher said. 

SOUND SMART 
Buttrey and Morales were the 32nd and 33rd pitchers used by the Angels this season, setting a franchise 
record. The Angels used 31 pitchers in 2014 and '17. 

"I think they're young kids with good arms," Scioscia said. "They go about it a different way. Ty comes in, 
he's got a nice, firm fastball, change, slider. Osmer does a little bit more finesse. But they went up there 
and made pitches. Buttrey looked good getting out of the seventh." 

UP NEXT 
Right-hander Odrisamer Despaigne (2-0, 5.31 ERA) is scheduled to be called up from Triple-A Salt Lake 
and start against the Rangers in his Angels debut on Friday at 5:05 p.m. PT at Globe Life Park. He will 
face off against Texas right-hander Drew Hutchison (1-2, 6.07). Acquired from the Marlins on Tuesday, 
Despaigne will likely be limited to 75-80 pitches in his first MLB start since March 31. The 31-year-old 
Cuban made 11 appearances for Miami this season before being optioned to Triple-A New Orleans, 
where he posted a 4.36 ERA over 43 1/3 innings. Despaigne will start in place of Tropeano, who is on the 
disabled list with right shoulder inflammation. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/595777/jurickson-profar
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/628333/odrisamer-despaigne
http://m.mlb.com/player/571800/drew-hutchison
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Buttrey gets first callup, makes MLB debut 

Robles goes on disabled list with right shoulder impingement 

By Maria Guardado 

ARLINGTON -- After the Angels acquired Ty Buttrey from the Red Sox as part of the Ian Kinsler trade on 
July 30, general manager Billy Eppler said the 25-year-old right-hander was "pretty darn close to Major 
League ready." 

He was right. 

Buttrey received his first MLB callup on Thursday after reliever Hansel Robles was placed on the 10-day 
disabled list with a right shoulder impingement. Buttrey replaced Robles in the Angels' bullpen, where 
he reunited with left-hander Williams Jerez, who also came over from Boston in the Kinsler deal. 

"I'm trying to stay as calm and collected as I can, but obviously, this is a dream come true," said Buttrey, 
who threw a scoreless inning against the Rangers in his big league debut in an 8-6 loss on Thursday. "I've 
been thinking about this day for a long time." 

A fourth-round Draft pick of the Red Sox in 2012, Buttrey has enjoyed a breakout season in the Minors 
this year, logging a 2.25 ERA with 71 strikeouts and 15 walks over 48 innings in Triple -A between time 
with Salt Lake and Pawtucket. Listed at 6-foot-6 and 230 pounds, Buttrey has a three-pitch mix that 
includes a fastball that touches 99 mph, a changeup and a slider. 

"I think finally I had this confidence that I've been searching for for a while," Buttrey said. "Just being a 
high school guy and being a tall guy, it took a long time for me to get my mechanics and get everything 
sound. It's hard with all these moving parts sometimes. Being a bigger guy, one little thing throws it off 
and you're missing. I kind of simplified some things mechanically. I was able to cut down my walks and 
was able to throw more strikes, challenging guys, so that was pretty cool." 

While Jerez made his Angels debut one week after the trade, Buttrey's path to the Majors was briefly 
slowed by a bout of right knee inflammation. Buttrey said the malady was "nothing serious," though it 
affected his mechanics and prevented him from pitching in a game for more than two weeks.  

Buttrey, the club's No. 27 prospect per MLB Pipeline, was activated off the disabled list on Aug. 9 and 
made four appearances for Triple-A Salt Lake before learning that he would be joining the Angels on 
Wednesday. 

"He's big and strong," manager Mike Scioscia said. "He's got a power arm. We're excited to take a look 
at him. We'll see where he fits in, but he's got a really good arm." 

Buttrey's arrival will help make up for the loss of Robles, who posted a 3.75 ERA over 24 innings with the 
Angels after being claimed off waivers from the Mets in June. Scioscia said Robles complained of 
stiffness in his shoulder following his outing against the Padres on Tuesday. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/621142/ty-buttrey
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/570663/hansel-robles
http://m.mlb.com/player/605301/williams-jerez
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/angels-lose-to-rangers-after-5-run-1st-inning/c-290650900
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ana
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Tests showed only inflammation in Robles' shoulder, giving the Angels hope that he'll be able to return 
after 10 days. 

"He felt a little bit of stiffness, tiredness and inflammation," Scioscia said. "We're just going to make sure 
we take care of this. Everything should be OK in the 10-day period." 

Worth noting 
• Right-hander Odrisamer Despaigne, who was acquired from the Marlins on Tuesday, will start against 
the Rangers on Friday in his Angels debut. He will replace the injured Nick Tropeano in the club's 
rotation. Scioscia said the Despaigne, 31, will likely be limited to 75-80 pitches. 

"He's got a good arm," Scioscia said. "He definitely has good movement. He has a good cutter, breaking 
ball, change. Good movement on his fastball. He kind of pitches off of that. He works off of soft contact. 
Hopefully he'll get in there and give us a chance to win tomorrow." 

• Shohei Ohtani will throw a light bullpen session on Friday at Globe Life Park, followed by a "little more 
aggressive" throwing session in Arizona next week. Ohtani has not pitched since June 6 because of a 
sprained right elbow ligament, though the Angels have been encouraged by the trajectory of his rehab 
so far. 

• Mike Trout remains away from the team as he mourns the loss of his brother-in-law, Aaron Cox, who 
died on Wednesday. Scioscia said the Angels have no further information on when Trout might rejoin 
the club. Trout is currently on the disabled list with right wrist inflammation, though he was eligible to 
be activated Thursday. 

 

         FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS      

Profar starts triple play and homers, Rangers rally past LAA 

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — Triple plays are rare enough to begin with. Jurickson Profar and the Texas 
Rangers turned one that was especially unusual Thursday night. 

In fact, it had been more than a century since there was another one like it in the majors.  

“It was an all-around heads-up play by Profar,” Texas manager Jeff Banister said. “Very slow heartbeat in 
that moment.” 

Profar started the defensive gem at third base and later homered to help the Rangers rally from an early 
five-run deficit for an 8-6 victory over the Los Angeles Angels. 

Texas pulled off the sixth triple play in franchise history in the fourth inning. With the bases loaded, 
David Fletcher hit a low liner toward third that Profar picked on a short hop with a dive to his right.  
Playing near the bag, he quickly stepped on third to force out Eric Young Jr. and tagged Taylor Ward,  
who had stumbled off the base into foul territory. Profar then threw to second baseman Rougned Odor 
for the third out. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/628333/odrisamer-despaigne
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
https://www.mlb.com/video/must-c-rangers-triple-play/c-2393437283?tid=219305270
https://www.mlb.com/video/profar-starts-a-triple-play/c-2393100083?tid=219305270
https://www.mlb.com/video/rangers-turn-triple-plays/c-2394466983?tid=219305270
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Just to be sure, Odor chased down Kole Calhoun and tagged him between first and second. 

“Every runner thought it was a line drive,” Profar said, “so that’s why we got the triple play.”  

It was the majors’ first triple play without retiring the batter since June 3, 1912, when the Brooklyn 
Dodgers turned the trick against the Cincinnati Reds. 

“Yeah, it was kind of confusing the way it happened,” Fletcher said.  

Odor singled home the go-ahead run in the eighth after an out call that would have ended the inning 
was reversed. Nomar Mazara went deep in his return from the disabled list, and Joey Gallo also 
homered for the Rangers. 

Texas scored three runs in the eighth as Justin Anderson (3-3), the seventh of eight Angels pitchers in a 
“bullpen game,” allowed the first four batters to reach base.  

The Angels, whose starting rotation has been decimated by injuries all season, are 0-6 in “bullpen 
games.” 

Career reliever Taylor Cole, making his second career start, both this week, was staked to a 5-0 lead 
when Texas starter Ariel Jurado allowed the first five Angels batters to score. But Cole retired only three 
of eight batters. 

Matt Moore (2-6) followed Jurado with two scoreless innings for his first win since April 17 and the 29-
year-old’s first career victory in relief. 

Of Los Angeles’ eight pitchers, only Noe Ramirez worked two innings. 

“We’ll have most of the guys be able to at least pitch some tomorrow,” manager Mike Scioscia said.  

NOTHING NEW ON TROUT 

Angels OF Mike Trout remained with his family following the death of his 24-year-old brother-in-law, 
Aaron Cox, on Wednesday. Trout was eligible to come off the 10-day disabled list Thursday. He hasn’t 
played since Aug. 2 after jamming his wrist on a feet-first slide into third base. 

WAIT AND SEE FOR BELTRE 

Rangers 3B Adrian Beltre missed his second straight game after leaving Monday’s game with a 
hamstring injury. The team will wait a few days before deciding whether to put the 39-year-old on the 
disabled list for the third time this season — each because of an injured hamstring. “I don’t feel that 
bad,” Beltre said. “So, wait a couple days to make a decision on that.” 

CALHOUN STAYS HOT 

Calhoun went 3 for 4 with his 17th homer and is hitting .304 with 16 home runs in 50 games since 
returning from the disabled list on June 18. He previously hit .145 with one homer in 50 games. 
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SHORT HOPS 

Rangers OF Willie Calhoun was optioned to Triple-A Round Rock to make room for Mazara. . Angels LHP 
Ty Buttrey and RHP Osmer Morales made their major league debuts, giving Los Angeles a club-record 14 
players who have done so this season and a team-record 56 players who have appeared in a game this 
year. ... Texas acquired RHP Kelvin Gonzalez from Kansas City for international slot money. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Rangers LHP Mike Minor was scratched from Friday’s scheduled start wi th back stiffness. ... Texas OF 
Delino DeShields hurt a finger batting in the seventh inning and left the game. . Angels RHP Hansel 
Robles (shoulder) was placed on the 10-day DL, retroactive to Wednesday. To replace him, Buttrey was 
recalled from Triple-A Salt Lake. 

UP NEXT 

Angels RHP Odrisamer Despaigne (2-0, 5.31 ERA), acquired Tuesday from Miami, will become Los 
Angeles’ 14th pitcher to make a start this season. The franchise record is 17, set in 1967.  

Rangers RHP Drew Hutchison (1-2, 6.07), making his third start for Texas, hasn’t won since getting a 
relief win for Philadelphia on March 30. 

 


