
Francona finishes second in AL MOY voting 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | November 14th, 2017 + 1 COMMENT 
CLEVELAND -- The Indians did not surprise anyone with their dominant run during this past season, but that did not make all that Cleveland 
accomplished any less remarkable. It is through that lens that it is easy to understand why Terry Francona was one of the finalists for this year's 
American League Manager of the Year Award. 
 
In balloting by the Baseball Writers' Association of America, Francona finished second for the award, which was won by Twins skipper Paul 
Molitor. Astros manager A.J. Hinch and former Yankees manager Joe Girardi finished third and fourth in the voting, respectively. Molitor led the 
way with 18 first-place votes, while Francona received 11 of the 30 first-place votes cast. 
"Tito is an exceptional manager, the best I've ever been around," Indians general manager Mike Chernoff said at the General Managers 
Meetings on Tuesday. "The culture that he creates in the clubhouse and his execution of strategy on the field is unmatched in my mind. I get to 
be around him every day. I think he's a master out there. I certainly think he deserves [the award]. He's brought so much to the organization in 
so many different ways." 
Fans can still vote Francona for Best Manager in the Esurance MLB Awards, where baseball legends, media, front-office personnel and fans 
come together to pick the winners, with postseason accomplishments factored in. Then tune in Friday at 8 p.m. ET on MLB Network and 
MLB.com as this year's best stars and moments are revealed. 
For Francona, this marked the fourth time in his five years in Cleveland that he received votes for the annual honor, which he took home in 
2013 and '16. 
This season, Francona's Indians ended with an AL-leading 102 victories, representing the second-highest total in a season in the franchise's 
long, storied history. That also marked the best single-season win total of Francona's managerial career, which currently includes the longest 
run of consecutive winning seasons (13) among active managers. Francona has also guided Cleveland to an AL-leading 454 wins in his five 
years at the helm. 
Cleveland's memorable season ended with a loss to the Yankees in the AL Division Series, but was still filled with historic highlights. Among the 
team's accomplishments was a 22-game winning streak that stretched between August and September, and marked the longest run of 
consecutive wins in AL history. The streak was second only to the 1916 Giants' 26-game streak in baseball history. 
"We try so hard to stay in the moment and come in every day feeling like today's goign to be our day," Francona said on MLB Network on 
Tuesday night. "It's a little bit easier when you're in a run like that to kind of feel that way. But one of our biggest challenges, one of the things I 
was most proud of was, when we lost, we came back the next week and played the same brand of baseball and we gave ourselves a chance to 
win every night. I was really proud of that." 
The Tribe's historic stretch fueled the Indians' strong second half, which included a 55-20 record and 33 wins in the club's final 37 games. That 
helped Cleveland to its second straight AL Central crown and gave Francona his ninth season with at least 90 wins (most among active 
managers). The postseason berth was the third in five years for the Indians under Francona and his eighth trip to the postseason in 17 years as 
a manager. 
At the end of the season, Francona noted that this was one of the most challenging seasons for him physically. The manager missed time in 
July due to a minor heart procedure, which forced him to also skip his role as AL manager for the All-Star Game presented by Mastercard. 
Bench coach Brad Mills filled in for Francona both for the games missed with Cleveland and for the AL showcase in Miami. 
"It was hard physically," Francona said. "What I felt worse about, I think, was I leaned on our coaches so much. Brad Mills, who took over and 
probably did better than I could. It should be the other way around. That's why, when the season was over, I came back to Arizona. I need to 
get stronger and healthier, because it does take it out of you the older you get. And I want to be able to get out there. I don't want to short-
change anybody." 
 
Blaze of Corey: Kluber deserves second CYA 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | November 14th, 2017 + 4 COMMENTS 
CLEVELAND -- Corey Kluber wanted a World Series ring and a parade through downtown Cleveland. The ace of the Indians' pitching staff was 
not concerned about personal accolades. All the hard work, all the dominant outings, all the historic footnotes collected along the way came 
with the singular goal of winning a championship. 
 
That dream did not come to fruition, but it does not render all Kluber accomplished during the regular season moot. No matter what took place 
on the October stage -- and no matter how much Kluber would love to trade any personal plaques for the Commissioner's Trophy -- his 
incredible run this past season was worthy of the American League Cy Young Award. Kluber is indeed a finalist for the honor, along with 
Boston's Chris Sale and New York's Luis Severino. 
"He's the Cy Young. I think he's clearly the Cy Young," teammate Jason Kipnis said of Kluber in September. "That doesn't take anything away 
from Chris Sale. I think he's clearly the No. 2 and would be the Cy Young any other year that Corey Kluber [was] not pitching like this." 
• Kluber wins Player's Choice Award for AL Outstanding Pitcher  
MLB Network will reveal the Cy Young Award winners for both leagues -- with Clayton Kershaw, Max Scherzer and Stephen Strasburg as the 
finalists in the National League -- in a 6 p.m. ET special on Wednesday. 
The case for Kluber is strong enough when just looking at statistics. 
• All-time AL Cy Young Award winners 
Kluber led the Majors in ERA (2.25), becoming the first Indians pitcher to pace MLB in that category since 1949 (Mike Garcia). The right-hander 
went 18-4, struck out 265 batters and issued 36 walks in 203 2/3 innings. He had three shutouts, five complete games and held batters to AL 
lows in average (.193), on-base percentage (.235) and slugging percentage (.321). Kluber also ranked first in WAR (8.1 per Baseball-
Reference.com). 



In 2014, Kluber was a breakout AL Cy Young Award winner, joining Cliff Lee ('08), CC Sabathia ('07) and Gaylord Perry (1972) as the only 
pitchers in Indians history to take home the honor. With a second Cy Young Award, Kluber would become the 19th pitcher in baseball history to 
win the honor at least twice. This time around, Kluber did not shock anyone. He was simply a pitcher showing extreme control with his craft. 
"Once he gets comfortable and gets his legs under him in a season," Indians manager Terry Francona said, "man, he pitches at such a high 
level." 
Kluber's case becomes even stronger when examining what he did over the final four months. 
A back injury plagued Kluber in the season's first month, sending him to the disabled list for most of May. When he returned on June 1, Kluber 
did so like a man on a mission. Over the 23 starts that followed, the ace went 15-2 with a 1.62 ERA, piling up 224 strikeouts against 23 walks in 
166 1/3 innings. Kluber was named to the AL All-Star team and won the AL Pitcher of the Month Award for June, August and September. 
Kluber named AL Pitcher of Month 
Kluber named AL Pitcher of Month 
Indians starter Corey Kluber is recognized as the American League Pitcher of the Month, presented by The Hartford 
Cleveland's rotation as a whole took a remarkable turn in that same stretch. As of June 9, the Indians' starting staff ranked last in the AL with a 
4.86 ERA. By the end of the season, the Kluber-powered rotation had a 3.52 ERA, which ranked first in the AL and second overall in the 
Majors. 
"Right after he came back from the back injury, he just settled in," Indians catcher Roberto Perez said in September. 
Kluber's 18th win of the year 
Kluber's 18th win of the year 
Corey Kluber strikes out 10 over seven innings, allowing only two unearned runs against the Mariners to earn his 18th win of the season 
In the AL Division Series against the Yankees, Kluber was unable to keep it going. He pitched poorly in a pair of abbreviated efforts, 
contributing to Cleveland's quick exit. That was an unfortunate ending to what had been an outstanding season for Kluber, but it does not mean 
his season was not worthy of recognition. 
"[Kluber is] one of the best, if not the best, in baseball," Indians closer Cody Allen said after the Tribe's final postseason loss. "You can't hang 
his hat in 2017 on [the postseason]. We think he deserves to win the Cy Young. That's an unbelievable accomplishment." 
 
Indians set Tribe Fest for Jan. 20 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | November 14th, 2017 + 0 COMMENTS 
CLEVELAND -- When the temperature drops over the winter months in Cleveland, fans will be looking for any reason to think ahead to warm 
summer nights at Progressive Field. Tribe Fest has become an annual checkpoint for counting down the days until next season. 
 
On Tuesday, the Indians announced that this offseason's Tribe Fest will take place on Jan. 20 at the Cleveland Convention Center in downtown 
Cleveland. The move to the larger venue comes after Tribe Fest was held in area hotels in each of the past two years, and it will create more 
space for the activities that Indians fans have come to expect at the event. 
The sixth annual Tribe Fest will include player events on the main stage, question-and-answer sessions with manager Terry Francona, 
president of baseball operations Chris Antonetti and others, honorary contracts from Tribe executives and autograph sessions (requiring 
additional tickets). 
Tickets for Tribe Fest's exclusive season-ticket holder event (8:30-12:30 p.m. ET) will go on sale on Wednesday and will cost $5 for general 
admission (limit four), with proceeds benefiting Cleveland Indians Charities. Fans can guarantee player or alumni autograph sessions by 
bundling their session tickets with a general admission purchase 
Tickets for the general public event (1:30-7:30 p.m. ET) will go on sale on Dec. 6 and will cost $10. Likewise, fans can guarantee autograph 
sessions by bundling the additional ticket with their purchase. 
More information on Tribe Fest is available at Indians.com/TribeFest. 
 
Speeding up games on MLB agenda for next season(AP)  
Puffing on a cigar, Chicago White Sox owner Jerry Reinsdorf said what many fans believe. 
 
"It doesn't matter if the game is 3 1/2 hours if it was an exciting game. But if it's a 2-1 game, it takes 4 hours, nobody's too happy with it," he 
said Tuesday. "I believe we should speed up the game. That's one of the things we should do, is limit the number of trips that a catcher can 
take to the mound in the course of an inning or a game. We could easily cut 20 minutes off the time of a game if we really wanted to." 
 
The average time of a nine-inning contest was a record 3 hours, 5 minutes this season, up from 2:56 in 2015. The postseason average was 
3:29. 
 
Many owners and general managers want to cut down trips to the mound by catchers. Whether the reason is changing signs, talking about 
pitch selection or just giving a pitcher a breather during long plate appearances, management wants to cut back. 
Pitchers and catchers say they are being extra cautious in an era where dozens of high-definition cameras are focused on them, and each 
team has employees in video rooms seeking any advantage. 
 
"There could be an element of paranoia involved," White Sox general manager Rick Hahn said. 
 
Jon Daniels, the Texas Rangers president of baseball operations, didn't hedge. 
 
"I don't think it's paranoia, I think it's real," he said of the sign-stealing threat. 
 



MLB proposed three changes to address game length last offseason that the players' union didn't accept, and management can start them next 
year without player approval: restricting catchers to one trip to the mound per pitcher each inning; employing a 20-second pitch clock; and 
raising the bottom of the strike zone from just beneath the kneecap to its pre-1996 level — at the top of the kneecap. 
 
Baseball commissioner Rob Manfred prefers reaching an agreement with the union, and changes could be phased in over several years. The 
strike zone change has been discussed less in recent months. 
 
Dialogue between MLB and the union is ongoing. 
 
There also has been discussion about cutting the time between innings by using split screens to broadcast commercials while half-innings get 
underway. 
 
"It's not just listening to our current fans, it's thinking about our future fans and the landscape we're competing on, how they watch other sports, 
how they digest media in general and where society is kind of taking sports and sports media," Toronto Blue Jays president Mark Shapiro said. 
"It's important to consider those things. To operate in a vacuum would be a mistake." 
 
While many want to eliminate what they call "dead time," the debate is what new rules to put in place. 
 
"I know catchers are out there to try to help the pitcher, so when our team does it, it doesn't annoy me," St. Louis Cardinals owner Bill DeWitt Jr. 
said with a laugh before adding: "I think it needs to be eliminated to a degree." 
 
Reinsdorf said the Cardinals' All-Star catcher is among the worst offenders. 
 
"The master of going out to the mound is Yadier Molina, because he's like a pitching coach. He's out there helping his pitcher," Reinsdorf said. 
"There's a trillion ways that you could take 20 minutes off the game, and Rob is smart enough to know what they are, and I think he wants to do 
it, so I think it will get done." 
 
Manfred spoke to the general managers and reinforced there would be severe sanctions for trying to evade baseball's labor contract by 
agreeing to a future major league contract with Japanese star pitcher/outfielder Shohei Otani, who if posted must agree to only a minor league 
contract with a limited signing bonus. Manfred also briefed the GMs on what Hahn said were "impending sanctions for team improprieties." 
Atlanta Braves GM John Coppolella and special assistant Gordon Blakeley resigned Oct. 2 after an MLB investigation revealed serious rules 
violations in the international player market. 
 
As GMs prepared to end their meeting, team chief executives began arriving for committee meetings Wednesday and a quarterly owners' 
meeting Thursday. A vote is likely on a new contract with online ticket exchange StubHub. 
 
Minnesota's Paul Molitor, Arizona's Torey Lovullo w in BBWAA Manager of the Year awards 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - Paul Molitor and Torey Lovullo are the Baseball Writers Association of America's Managers of the Year for 2017. 
 
Molitor won the AL version of the award for leading the Twins to a wild-card berth this year after they lost 103 games in 2016. Not only that, but 
the Twins traded some good players at the deadline because they felt they were out of the race. 
 
The Twins finished second to the Indians in the AL Central to claim the second wild card spot with 85 wins. The Twins lost the wild card game 
to the Yankees. 
 
In voting by BBWAA members, Molitor finished with 112 points (18 first-place votes) followed by the Indians' Terry Francona with 90 points (11 
first-place votes) and Houston A.J. Hinch with 56 points (one first-place vote). New York's Joe Girardi finished fourth with 12 points, and after 
beating the Indians in the ALDS, was fired by the Yankees. 
 
Molitor is just the second Hall of Fame player to be named Manager of the Year. Baltimore manager Frank Robinson, who won the award in 
1989, was the first. 
 
Lovullo won in the NL for leading Arizona from 93 losses in 2016 to 93 wins this year and a wild card berth this year. 
 
He led the Diamondbacks to a 93-69 second-place finish in the NL West in his first year on the job. The 93 wins represented a 24-game 
improvement from 2016. 
Arizona's Torey Lovullo, in his first year on the job, was named NL Manager of the Year by the Baseball Writers Association of America. 
 
Dave Roberts of the Dodgers and Bud Black of the Rockies finished second and third in the voting. Lovullo accumulated 111 points (18 first-
place votes) followed by Roberts with 55 (five first-place votes) and Black 43 points (three first-place votes). 
 
Milwaukee's Craig Counsell was fourth followed by Dusty Baker (since fired by the Nationals) and Joe Maddon. 
 



Lovullo managed for several years in the Indians' minor-league system. He left the organization to become the Class AAA manager at 
Pawtucket for Boston in 2010. Lovullo interviewed for the Indians' vacant managerial job after the 2009 season, but didn't get it. 
 
This was the 10th year Francona has received votes for manager of the year from the BBWAA. He did not win the award, however, until taking 
over the Indians in 2013. 
 
Francona was named AL Manager of the Year in 2013 and 2016. Two BBWAA voters from each big-league city vote on the organization's 
awards. Voting is based on the regular season. 
 
Second Cy Young award would put Cleveland Indians' Corey Kluber on stairway to pitching heaven 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - Corey Kluber will find out Wednesday night if he can do something no other pitcher in Indians' history has done. He is a 
finalist for the AL Cy Young award along with Boston's Chris Sale and New York's Luis Severino. 
 
If Kluber wins the award, he will be the only Indians' pitcher to win it twice. Kluber won his first Cy Young in 2014 and he finished third in voting 
by the Baseball Writers Association of America in 2016. 
He is just one of four Tribe pitchers to win the Cy Young. For a long time it was the rarest of events in Cleveland. Gaylord Perry won it in 1972, 
but it took over three decades for the award to reappear in the team's media guide when lefties CC Sabathia (2007) and Cliff Lee (2008) won it 
in consecutive years. 
 
The award was introduced in 1956. Until 1967 it was presented to just one pitcher annually before it was decided to name an American and 
National League winner. 
 
Another question might get answered Wednesday night. What exactly happened to Kluber in the postseason when he turned in his two worst 
starts of the year against the Yankees? Kluber, starting Games 2 and 5 of the ALDS, went 0-1 with a 12.79 ERA. He allowed nine earned runs 
on 12 hits in 6 1/3 innings. 
 
It's been speculated that Kluber was pitching with an injury, but he did not get into specifics after the Indians were eliminated in Game 5. 
 
In the regular season, which voting for all BBWAA awards is based on, Kluber went 18-4 with a 2.25 ERA in 29 starts. It was the third time in 
the last three years he's won 18 games and the first time an Indians' pitcher has led the big leagues in ERA since Mike Garcia in 1949. 
 
Kluber missed most of May with a back injury, but he quickly made up for lost time. He was named AL Pitcher of the Month in June, August and 
September. In September, he went 5-0 with a 0.84 ERA, striking out 50 and walking three in 43 innings. All of which made his postseason 
performance so unexpected. 
For the regular season Kluber led or shared the AL lead in wins, ERA, WHIP (0.862), hits per nine innings (6.2), walks per nine innings (1.6), 
batting average against (.193), complete games (five), shutouts (three), slugging percentage allowed (.321) and on base percentage allowed 
(.235). 
 
He was the lead dog in the best starting rotation in the AL, a rotation that shined during the team's historic 22-game winning streak from Aug. 
24 through Sept. 14. The rotation went 19-0 with a 1.74 ERA during the MLB's longest winning streak in over 100 years. For the season the 
rotation went 81-38 with an AL leading 3.52 ERA for the season. 
 
Kluber says he doesn't try to strikeout hitters, but that's what has separated him from his peers. He finished second in strikeouts last season 
with 265 despite pitching only 203 2/3 innings. In 15 of his 29 starts he had 10 or more strikeouts. 
 
In his career, Kluber has 39 double-digit strikeout games. He ranks third in team history behind Sam McDowell 74 and Hall of Famer Bob Feller 
51. 
 
He averaged 11.7 strikeouts per nine innings last year, the second highest percentage in club history behind Danny Salazar at 12.67. Salazar, 
however, made must 23 appearances last year, throwing 103 innings. 
In describing Kluber's pitching style, Yan Gomes, his long time catcher, said during last season, "That's the cool thing you see from Kluber. It's 
not like he tries to cruise through an inning, but whenever he gets in trouble, he amps it up big time. 
 
"It's one of those things. He knows how to get himself out of trouble. It plays big in a lot of games. 
A second Cy Young award would put Kluber on the staircase to pitching heaven. Roger Clemens leads with seven followed by Randy Johnson 
with five, Steve Carlton and Greg Maddux with four each and Pedro Martinez, Jim Palmer, Tom Seaver and Clayton Kershaw with three each. 
 
Pitchers with two include Bob Gibson, Tom Glavine, Roy Halladay, Tim Lincecum, Denny McClain, Gaylord Perry, Bret Saberhagen, Johan 
Santana and Max Scherzer. Washington's Scherzer is a finalist for the NL Cy Young on Wednesday. 
 
There would be financial perks as well. If Kluber wins, he'll receive a $250,000 bonus and the last three years of his five-year, $38.5 million 
contract would get a $2 million bump. Kluber's base salary in 2019 would go from $13 million to $15 million. In 2020 and 2012, both club 
options, the base salary would jump from $13.5 million to $15.5 million and $14 million to $16 million. 



Cleveland Indians are doing a lot of things right - - Terry Pluto (video) 
By Terry Pluto, The Plain Dealerterrypluto2003@yahoo.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Chris Antonetti is the Major League Executive of the Year. 
 
Terry Francona finished second in the American League Manager of the Year voting to Paul Molitor of the Minnesota Twins. 
The Indians won an American League-best 102 games last season. 
 
Over the last five years, no American League team has won more games than the Tribe. 
 
I mention all of this because it's worth mentioning. 
 
I mention all of this because I believe the Indians not only are the best-run franchise in town, they are the most under appreciated. 
 
I mention all this because the Indians did have an awful ending to a wonderful season -- losing the final three games of the American League 
Division Series to the New York Yankees. 
 
That stunk. 
 
When the Tribe was up 2-0 in that best-of-five series, I remember hoping the Houston Astros would win the other AL Division Series bracket. I 
thought the Astros and Tribe would not only be a fun series to watch, but it also would be a celebration of two franchises who did it right. 
 
They were not built with huge payrolls and massive free-agents investments. 
 
They became winners through savvy trades, solid drafting and a few wise free agent acquisitions. They have smart front offices and excellent 
field managers. 
 
Whenever Antonetti is praised, he immediately shines the light of good feeling on general manager Mike Chernoff, the other members of the 
front office -- along with Francona and his coaching staff. 
Francona has been the American League Manager of the Year in 2013 and 2016. 
 
Since he arrived five years ago, the Indians have never had a losing season. 
 
From 2009-12, the Indians average record was 71-91. 
 
So it's been a dramatic turnaround. 
 
And the winning should continue. 
 
Yes, there is angst and gnashing of teeth about the Tribe very likely losing Jay Bruce to free agency. The same with Carlos Santana. 
 
But the Indians remain well-positioned to win the Central Division once again. 
 
Antonetti and his staff didn't just throw together some players who will win for a year or two. 
 
In the last two seasons, they had records of 94-67 and 102-60. 
 
I understand the hunger of Tribe fans for a World Series victory. 
 
I was born in 1955. 
 
I never saw the Tribe play a postseason game until 1995 -- when I was 40. 
 
After losing to the Chicago Cubs in the 2016 World Series, the Indians are now the baseball franchise that has existed for the longest without 
winning the World Series. 
 
Very few fans can remember 1948, the last time the Tribe celebrated a World Series title. 
 
But I can say the Indians have been wonderfully entertaining and a very good team since 2013. 
 
And there is more excellent baseball to come. 
 
What sets Cleveland Indians' Terry Francona apart i n a bad offseason for veteran managers? 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - In the big leagues managers get paid to win. It's supposed to be the biggest part of their job. 



But sometimes winning isn't enough. Boston fired John Farrell after the Red Sox won the AL East for the second straight season. His team 
went 93-69, but was beaten in the AL Division Series by Houston. 
The Yankees fired Joe Girardi after his rebuilding team won 91 games in the regular season to earn a wild-card berth. Girardi steered the 
Yankees past the Indians in the ALDS, despite being down 2-0 in the best of five series. Then he led New York to Game 7 of the ALCS before 
losing to Houston. 
 
In Washington, D.C., the Nationals won 97 games and the NL East under Dusty Baker. In 2016, Baker's Nationals won the division with 95 
wins, but after being knocked out of the ALDS for the second straight year in five games, he was fired. 
 
Three successful managers in charge of three talented and highly-paid teams that won 90 or more games last season, but it wasn't enough to 
keep them employed. Who's missing from that picture? 
 
It could easily be Terry Francona, manager of the Indians. They won 102 games this year, running away with their second straight AL Central 
title. They were favored to reach the World Series, if not win it, but the Yankees had other ideas. Yet when the Indians season ended much 
sooner than anyone anticipated, there were no rumors of Francona's demise. 
 
Different strokes for different teams 
 
There are 30 teams in the big leagues and they all operate differently based on chain of command and relationships. This much is clear, the job 
of managing a big-league team is no longer strictly about wins and losses. 
Don't get the wrong idea, wins certainly help. The Indians have the best record in the American League under Francona over the last five years. 
A .562 (454-354) winning percentage will keep the paychecks coming. 
 
But what is to be made of Farrell, Girardi and Baker? 
 
* Farrell went 432-378 (.533) in his five-year stay with Boston. He won three AL East titles and the World Series in 2013. 
 
* Girardi went 910-710 (.562) in 10 years managing the Yankees. He won the World Series in 2009, three AL East titles and his teams made six 
postseason appearances. 
 
* Baker's Nationals went 192-132 (.593) in his two years as manager. That obviously was not enough to offset two losses in NLDS in the minds 
of Washington's decision makes. 
 
The reasons behind the reasons 
 
So why are Farrell, Girardi and Baker gone, while Francona remains bulletproof? 
 
Boston's Dave Dombrowski, president of baseball operations, didn't give a lot of reasons for firing Farrell shortly after the Red Sox were 
eliminated from the postseason. But he inherited Farrell as manager when Boston hired him to run their baseball operations. Perhaps he 
wanted his own guy, which is what he got hiring first-year manager Alex Cora. 
Yankee GM Brian Cashman said he made the decision to fire Girardi because he lost "connectivity" with his players. He is still looking for 
Girardi's replacement. 
 
The Nationals have become MLB's managerial graveyard. Since the Montreal Expos became the Nationals in 2005, they've gone through six 
managers in 13 years. Basic math says they go through a manager every two years or so. Maybe that's why Dave Martinez, another first-year 
manager, signed a three-year deal. 
Francona, meanwhile, could be named AL Manager of the Year on Tuesday night for the third time in five years by the Baseball Writers 
Association of America. He is a finalist along with Minnesota's Paul Molitor and Houston's A.J. Hinch. 
 
What makes Francona bulletproof? 
 
What's Francona's secret? 
 
"Tito builds extraordinary relationships with everyone throughout the building from players, coaches and staff," said Chris Antonetti, president of 
baseball operations. "He cares deeply about people and finds a way to connect with them. Relationships are the foundation of everything that 
he does. 
 
"He tries to think of how to put players and people in positions to be successful and make the biggest impact possible. And he uses all avenues 
of information - subjective information, objective information, whatever information is available - to try to form those decisions." 
 
Francona, 58, came to managing the old way. He went to the minors and managed Class AA Birmingham for the White Sox for four years 
before taking over the Phillies in 1997. He just finished his 17th season as a big-league manager and his last 13 teams have posted winning 
records. 
 



In an era when general managers and ownership show no hesitation in hiring managers who have never managed a game, Francona qualifies 
as old school. But it would be wrong to assume he is limited by that term. 
He has embraced analytics. Before every game he tapes spread sheets of stats onto nearby dugout walls as a resource that he can turn to 
during games. 
 
"There's so much information available now that you'd be foolish not to take advantage of it," he has said many times. 
 
Said Antonetti, "Tito cares deeply about doing what's best for the organization and how do we find a way to succeed. In order to do that, he's 
exceedingly open minded. He clearly has some unbelievable experiences and knowledge from what he's learned over the course of his career, 
but he'd be the first to tell you that I can always learn. I can always get more information. 
 
"I think that mindset of being willing to constantly learn from the people around him is what differentiates him. That could be a scouting opinion 
on a player that differs from his or analytical information. ... Tito is always looking to learn and grow." 
 
Getting back to normal 
 
On every trip, a member of the front office travels with the Indians. Some managers may be threatened by that, thinking that they have a spy in 
their midst. Francona is just the opposite. In fact, he suggested the move so there would be better communication with the front office. 
 
No manager sees eye-to-eye with every player, but it would be hard to imagine Francona losing connectivity with the clubhouse. He plays 
cribbage with players before almost every game. He's not a constant presence in the clubhouse, but he's in the dugout about 30 to 40 minutes 
before every game, talking to players, listening to their opinions. 
Francona leans heavily on his coaching staff, particularly bench coach Brad Mills. When players leave the clubhouse after a game, they almost 
always know if they're going to be in the lineup the next day because Mills tells them. Mills and the rest of the staff are also good at getting a 
handle on any clubhouse problem before it reaches Francona's desk. 
 
This past season was especially trying for Francona as he underwent a heart procedure in July for an irregular heartbeat. He did not get a 
chance to manage the AL All-Star team as he recovered from the procedure, but he joined the Indians for the start of the second half and didn't 
miss another game. After the finish of the ALDS, he told reporters that he was "physically wiped out." 
 
A couple of days ago, Francona was back home in Tucson. He just got done swimming laps and was sitting in the Arizona sun. It was 80 
degrees without a breeze. 
 
He said he was almost back to normal, feeling good, and preparing for next season where wins, and a lot of other things, can still make or 
break a manager. 
 
Rosenthal's Hot Stove: Marlins asking other clubs t o set Stanton market; Ozuna advice; more news and no tes 
By Ken Rosenthal 10 hours ago 
ORLANDO — An executive from a team interested in trading for Giancarlo Stanton told me on Tuesday morning that he was struggling to get a 
sense of what the Miami Marlins wanted for their All-Star slugger. Significant prospects? Financial relief from the $295 million owed to Stanton 
over the next 10 years? A combination of both? 
When I informed Marlins general manager Michael Hill of the rival exec’s complaints—er, comments—he acknowledged that the Marlins were 
effectively asking the suitors to set the market for Stanton rather than making specific demands. 
“I know what I want to do. I need to know what you can do,” Hill said, describing his approach with other GMs. “Until I know where you’re at on 
the contract, the money, all that stuff, I can’t engage.” 
Hill said eight clubs have contacted the Marlins about Stanton, but it’s doubtful all eight harbor serious interest, and even more doubtful that 
more than a handful are willing to take most or all of his remaining salary. The Los Angeles Dodgers, for example, routinely inquire on every top 
player available in free agency or trade. But the acquisition of Stanton would add to their luxury-tax issues at a time when they are just one 
season from significantly increasing their payroll flexibility. 
The Marlins obviously want to value Stanton, 28, as a player who hit 59 home runs last season and emerged as one of three finalists for the 
National League MVP award. Stanton’s suitors, however, see a player who appeared in more than 123 games just once between 2012 and ‘16, 
and whose salary will rise to $25 million next season and average nearly $30 million between 2021 and ‘27, his age 31 to 37 seasons. 
Yes, Stanton can opt out after 2020, but he would be walking away from $218 million guaranteed, including a $10 million club option on his 
buyout for ‘28. Any team that acquires him probably would want him to opt out; the team’s payout then would be “only” $77 million for the three 
seasons he was on its roster. 
The opt-out, Stanton’s no-trade clause, the remaining money on his contract—it’s all subject to negotiation. And the way the Marlins are playing 
this, they want the interested clubs to make the first move. 
Yo, Derek, trade Ozuna 
New Marlins CEO Derek Jeter is expected to meet with the media Wednesday at the GM meetings. One question I’d like to hear him answer: 
Why wouldn’t the Marlins be open to trading outfielder Marcell Ozuna, who is just two years away from free agency and unlikely to sign long-
term as a client of agent Scott Boras? 
“He’s a healthy Cespedes,” one Marlins player said, referring to the Mets’ oft-injured slugger, Yoenis Cespedes. “In order to win, you have to 
have two guys in your lineup who can hit anyone in baseball. Ozuna for sure is one of those guys.” 



The Marlins have indicated they want to move Stanton, second baseman Dee Gordon and third baseman Martin Prado, as well as some of 
their more expensive pitchers, but they have yet to show a willingness to part with Ozuna or fellow outfielder Christian Yelich. 
Here’s the problem: Stanton is not expected to yield much of a prospect haul unless the Marlins are willing to include significant cash in the 
deal. Ozuna, on the other hand, will be affordable for two more years in arbitration after earning $3.5 million last season. If the Marlins want to 
build around Yelich and catcher J.T. Realmuto, fine. But they should definitely move Ozuna. 
Ohtani conspiracy theories – get ready! 
One executive told me Tuesday that the team that lands Japanese two-way threat Shohei Ohtani will draw immediate suspicion from other 
clubs for possibly circumventing the hard cap on bonuses for international players under the age of 25. Several other execs agreed, saying 
such a conclusion was inevitable under the new rules. 
Ohtani, assuming the players’ union signs off on a new posting agreement that will allow him to play in the majors, will receive a maximum 
bonus of $3.535 million, the amount the Texas Rangers can offer. Money, then, will not be a driving force in his negotiations — the financial 
playing field will be all but level, enabling even low revenue teams to bid on Ohtani. But once he signs, rival clubs undoubtedly will ask: What 
else was he promised? 
Officials from the commissioner’s office have told the clubs their actions with Ohtani will be watched closely, and that any future extension for 
him outside the established boundaries of the market will be viewed as circumvention. But how would baseball confirm any verbal agreement 
between Ohtani and his new team? And if Ohtani hits 25 homers and pitches to a 3.00 ERA as a rookie, who’s to say what his boundaries 
might be? 
Ohtani and his new agents at CAA almost certainly will be careful to avoid engaging in nefarious behavior, lest they get caught and bring 
shame to Ohtani both in North America and Japan. The losing bidders, however, are unlikely to be convinced the winners adhered to the rules 
— a byproduct of the new system, and the unusual circumstances Ohtani, 23, is creating by sacrificing a potential $200 million by coming to the 
majors two years before he could have entered the open market. 
Revisiting the Rays 
I’m not backing off my call for the Tampa Bay Rays to rebuild, but I’ll add a couple of qualifiers to what I wrote Monday. 
– The Rays are unlikely to move center fielder Kevin Kiermaier, whom they control through 2023 after signing him to an extension last March. 
Kiermaier, 27, can be part of the next contending Rays club even if the team engages in a sell-off. 
– The difference between the Rays and other teams that tore down their rosters — the Chicago Cubs and Houston Astros, for example — is 
that Tampa Bay would lack the financial resources to add expensive veterans once it moved closer to contention. 
The Rays could worry about that problem later. Yes, several of their prospects are nearly ready to contribute, which adds to the argument that 
the team should mostly stand pat and take another shot in 2018. But the upside would be what, an 85-win season? 
Better the Rays should seek to add to their pool of young talent by trading right-hander Chris Archer, closer Alex Colome, and others, with the 
goal of building a team that eventually can better compete with the New York Yankees and Boston Red Sox in the AL East. 
No Minor target 
Mike Minor, who did not pitch in the majors in 2015 and ‘16 while recovering from a shoulder injury that required surgery, is emerging as a hot 
free agent — he is one of the few left-handed relievers available on the open market, along with Jake McGee and Tony Watson. 
Minor, who turns 30 on Dec. 26, faced 102 left-handed hitters last season and held them to a minuscule .423 OPS. His slider, which is 
sometimes labeled a cutter, rated as the fifth-best in the majors, according to FanGraphs. Minor actually throws both a slider and cutter, but his 
slider is slower and has more depth when thrown effectively, and he had success with it aiming at the back foot of right-handed hitters. 
Dave Eiland, the Mets’ new pitching coach, had Minor last season with the Royals. The Mets, looking for relief help, are one of a number of 
teams pursuing Minor, major league sources said. 
Around the horn 
– The Pittsburgh Pirates’ position on center fielder Andrew McCutchen and right-hander Gerrit Cole remains unchanged, according to general 
manager Neal Huntington. The Pirates, like virtually every club, will trade almost any player for the right offer, and as a low revenue team they 
listen with particular interest as players get closer to free agency. But that does not mean they are actively seeking to move McCutchen or Cole. 
McCutchen will be a free agent at the end of the 2018 season, Cole the end of ‘19. Yet, as Huntington put it, “There is no question our best 
2018 club has Andrew McCutchen in the lineup. And in our estimation, our best club has him in center field.” The same essentially holds for 
Cole, who looms as the ace of a rotation that is again expected to include several less experienced pitchers. 
– MLB.com’s Mike Petriello predicted in a recent article that teams would view free-agent right-hander Tyler Chatwood as this year’s Charlie 
Morton, and the early indications are that the website’s StatCast wizard was right. 
Chatwood is drawing significant interest from teams attracted to his 2.57 ERA in 157 1/3 innings away from Coors Field the past two seasons, 
the high spin rate on his curveball and his increased velocity in 2017, major league sources say. Morton entered last offseason with a similar 
profile, and he gave the Astros a tremendous return in the first year of his two-year, $14 million contract. 
– Chris Martin, a 6-foot-8 right-hander who spent the last two seasons with the Nippon Ham Fighters in Japan, is expected to draw interest from 
major league clubs when he becomes a free agent on Nov. 30. 
Martin, who pitched for the Colorado Rockies in 2014 and the New York Yankees in 2015, averaged 95.8 mph with his fastball, 91.6 mph with 
his cutter and 85.3 mph with his slider last season, according to Trackman data. He also learned a split-fingered fastball from teammate Shohei 
Ohtani and began incorporating that pitch as well. 
 
 


