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Bartolo Colon makes his case for playoff roster spot by pitching Twins to 5-1 win 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | October 1, 2017  

 
As he walked off the field after wrapping up his 20th regular season as a major leaguer, Bartolo Colon stopped at the first-base coach's box to 
hug an old pal — Tigers coach Omar Vizquel, his teammate in Cleveland two decades ago. 
 
"He said, 'I saw you pitch the first time, and now I saw you pitch the last time,' " Colon said. "Maybe he's talking about himself not coming back, 
because I'm not going anywhere." 
 
As a matter of fact, the 44-year-old righthander's season might not be over. 
 
Colon gave up only three hits and one run over 6⅓ innings, a performance that helped deliver the Twins' 85th victory of the season, 5-1 over 
Detroit, and also gave manager Paul Molitor and the Twins front office something to think about if they have to assemble a roster for an AL 
Division Series later this week. 
 
The Twins used their 2017 regular-season finale largely for staying sharp ahead of Tuesday's wild-card game with the Yankees in New York, with 
most starters getting three at-bats. But for Colon, the game might have served as an audition for a potential postseason start — or at least a 
chance to reassure the Twins that he's up to it. 
 
"It's a good chance for him to end the regular season on a positive note and feel good about what he's doing with the baseball," Molitor said. 
"We'll see how it unfolds. Obviously we have to win Tuesday to keep him in the conversation." 
 
Colon looked like a postseason pitcher Sunday, albeit against a last-place, 98-loss Tigers team. While the Twins jumped to an early lead thanks 
to a Joe Mauer run-scoring double and three RBI from Jason Castro, Colon never faced more than four batters in an inning, walked only one 
batter, struck out four and left to a standing ovation. 
 
"It was amazing. For them to do that for me, it almost made me want to cry," Colon said. "It was a great moment for me." 
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He is convinced there are more ahead. Colon said he intends to pitch again in 2018, and "if [the Twins] want me back, I would love to be back." 
 
Waiting for Sano 
 
The Twins have until 9 a.m. Tuesday to finalize their roster for the wild-card game, and after watching Miguel Sano on Sunday, General Manager 
Thad Levine said, "We're going to use every bit of the time." 
 
That's because Sano went 0-for-3 in his second start since returning from a stress reaction, striking out once and grounding out twice. On the 
latter ground ball, he ran gingerly to first base, and Molitor said the discomfort in his left shin still bothers him. 
 
"I don't think he feels great. We'll see how he feels tomorrow, and make a decision on how we proceed," Molitor said. 
 
The Twins are taking 30 players to New York. Molitor said he prefers to have three catchers in the one-game playoff, so Mitch Garver was on 
Sunday's flight to New York, and they are still deciding how many relievers to make available. 
 
Etc. 
 
• The Yankees informed the Twins on Sunday morning that righthander Luis Severino, as expected, will start Tuesday against Ervin Santana. The 
Twins scored three runs off Severino in a three-inning start Sept. 20. 
 
• The Twins drew 28,148 in the season finale, giving them a total attendance of 2,051,279, an increase of 87,367 over last season, which was 
their worst in Target Field's eight seasons. The Twins averaged 25,641 per game over 80 dates, an increase of 1,396 over last year but 21st 
overall in the majors. 
 
One rises above the rest in the Twins' MVP discussion 
Jim Souhan | Star Tribune October 2, 2017  

 
Remembrances of Twins teams in the 2000s tend to highlight their rags-to-riches — or contraction-to-contention — rise, so it’s easy to forget 
their star power. 
 
Those teams featured Johan Santana, who would win two Cy Young Awards; Joe Mauer, who would win three batting titles and an MVP; Justin 
Morneau, who would earn an MVP; four different Gold Glove winners; and aging notables such as Jim Thome. 
 
The 2017 Twins are remindful not so much of the late-2000s Twins but of the 2001 and 2002 teams that had not yet developed accomplished 
stars. 
 
As the franchise returns to the postseason on Tuesday in New York, the Twins have only one current position-player All-Star, Miguel Sano, and 
he missed most of the last six weeks of the season with an injury. For the first time since 2017, the most valuable Twin is not he who would 
bring most in a trade. 
 
So who is the Twins’ 2017 MVP? 
 
Ervin Santana? He may be the most important Twin. He provided the best pitching and the most innings for a pitching staff that otherwise spent 
the season in a desperate search for competence, in the rotation and the bullpen. 
 
Byron Buxton? For a pitching staff that always seemed on the verge of collapse, Buxton saved innumerable runs, which in turn saved wear and 
tear on valuable arms, and developed into a dynamic baserunner and streaky power hitter. 
 
Sano? He would have won the award had it been given in mid-August. Before his injury, he was the Twins’ most important bat while proving 
adept enough in the field to remain at third base, which allowed Joe Mauer to remain at first base, where he performed like a Gold Glover. 
 
Eduardo Escobar? He took over for Sano, provided similar production and even better fielding and filled a void in the middle of the order, while 
displaying the best personality in the clubhouse. 
 
Jason Castro? He did not experience an offensive renaissance but did dramatically upgrade the Twins’ defense at catcher. Yes, that includes the 
framing of pitches. 
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Jorge Polanco? His late-season offensive surge might have become the most surprising aspect of a surprising season. 
 
Taylor Rogers? Without him, the Twins may have spent the season intentionally walking every opposing lefthanded batter in the late innings. 
 
Eddie Rosario? If statistics weren’t so readily available, if you only watched the games, you would probably make a case for Rosario as the 
Twins’ MVP. He delivered so many big hits, and throws, that you would be justified in making him your pick. 
 
Brian Dozier? He led the Twins in games played, runs, hits, home runs, RBI (despite batting leadoff), walks, intentional walks and total bases. He 
finished second on the team in OPS and steals. He is also the Twin most often cited as a leader. 
 
Who’s the team MVP? “You’re probably asking the wrong guy,” he said. “I don’t believe in that stuff. I really hate awards because they mean 
absolutely nothing. 
 
“But if you twist my arm, in my opinion Ervin Santana is the guy. I even hate when they do the big awards and give the pitcher an MVP, but the 
way he hasn’t missed a start, led our pitching staff, everyone feeds off him, the amount of time where we lose a few straight and it’s up to him 
to salvage one and he pitches eight innings, he’s the guy. 
 
“But I really hate awards.” 
 
He’s going to hate the rest of this column, then, because Dozier is the Twins’ MVP. 
 
Last winter the Twins considered trading him and much of the fan base seemed to desperately wish they would. Instead of exchanging their 
best player for a pitching prospect, the Twins kept him, and reaped more than they could have imagined. 
 
Dozier is the Twins’ most valuable player this season. So let’s not spend this winter wondering which Class A prospect preparing for a future 
Tommy John surgery the Twins could get in return for him. 
 
Paul Molitor's future job status with Twins still uncertain as he enters first postseason as a manager 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | October 2, 2017  

 
Paul Molitor led his players to home plate shortly before Sunday’s game and addressed the Target Field crowd that had gathered to watch the 
final regular-season game of the year. He thanked the fans for their support, and applauded their loyalty through the long playoff drought. “I 
would not trade Twins fans for any fans in the world,” he told them. And then, with a final flourish, he seemed to make a prediction: 
 
“Let’s have a great day today,” the Twins manager exhorted, “and we’ll see you next Sunday!” 
 
That’s when Game 3 of the AL Division Series is scheduled, a game that indeed could be at Target Field — but only if the Twins defeat the 
Yankees on Tuesday in the wild-card game. 
 
“You have to expect to win,” Molitor said of the declaration following a 5-1 victory over Detroit. “It’s not a forecast or prediction; it’s just having 
confidence in the people in that clubhouse.” 
 
Molitor has it, and his players say they have it in him, too. “He is extremely baseball-smart. He’s not in the Hall of Fame for [no] reason,” said 
Chris Gimenez, who has played for Joe Maddon, Ron Washington and Terry Francona, all managers who have taken teams to the World Series 
more than once. “You have to be able to think the game, too, to do what he did. He is very much ahead of the game in regards to [making] 
chess moves.” 
 
Yet Molitor, 61, enters the postseason with zero games of postseason managing experience, while on Tuesday, the opposing manager, Joe 
Girardi, will lead his team in a postseason game for the 40th time in six different seasons. He managed the 2009 Yankees to a world 
championship. 
 
Like Girardi, however, he’s missing something else, too: a contract for next season. It’s an odd position for a manager guiding a team through a 
postseason run, however long it lasts, but Girardi’s four-year contract has not been renewed in New York, and in Minneapolis, the Twins’ front 
office — Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey and General Manager Thad Levine — have said they won’t address next season’s staff until this 
season is complete. 
 
Which is OK with the manager; the playoffs are on his mind, he said, not his contract. “If circumstances were different and we weren’t playing 
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Tuesday, I might have spent more time thinking about it, to be honest,” he said. “Whenever we’re done, and hopefully it’s not for a while, I’m 
sure that will be pushed to the forefront.” 
 
He’s got the support of his players on that issue, as well. “There’s a time and place for [negotiating new contracts], and maybe this [playoff 
push] is why it hasn’t happened. I don’t know how they make their decisions and all that goes into it,” Brian Dozier said. “But as a player, I would 
say I want to see him back. I think that’s the consensus in here.” 
 
While that decision is put off, Molitor is being more proactive about addressing his inexperience, combating it the way he does everything else: 
with intense preparation. 
 
“I haven’t gotten through all the paperwork, but I’ve gotten through a lot of it,” said the third-year manager. “I don’t know if stressful is the 
right word. It’s consuming.” 
 
He means that in a good way. This is an opportunity he’s desired and sought for a long time, since well before he was appointed to his job three 
years ago. 
 
“This is something I want to experience in this role. Now I have the opportunity, so I’m trying to enjoy it as much as I can,” Molitor said. “There 
are a lot of things to work through, including game scenarios. I’ve spent a lot of time thinking about the right people [to put] on the rosters, all 
those things. It’s going to come down to guys going out there playing well and pitching well, but I like that I’m in the position to have to make 
these decisions. I think that’s fun.” 
 
He’s tried to think through all the situations that might come up, and how he’ll respond, and how win-or-you’re-done games will require some 
different moves than a midsummer game. He’s got help, too. Coach Jeff Pickler and advance scout Jeremy Hefner have been compiling plenty of 
scouting reports and statistical summaries. 
 
“A lot of it comes down to game preparation. The decisions you make in-game are hopefully ones you‘ve mapped out pregame,” Levine said. “I 
feel very confident in our prep team.” 
 
And Molitor got a little advice from another source, too. He had a long conversation with longtime Twins manager Tom Kelly last week, he said, 
and “asked him a few questions. He provided what he thought was appropriate, and like I always do, I filed it into my TK file,” Molitor said. 
“Hopefully it resurfaces when it’s needed.” 
 
New-look Yankees stocked with power hitters, power pitchers 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | October 1, 2017  

 
NEW YORK – There’s at least one surprise American League team in the postseason this year — and, yes, you can argue that the Twins belong in 
that category as well. 
 
The Twins’ rebound from 103 losses in 2016 is one of the stories of the season, and it is going to get Paul Molitor some votes for American 
League Manager of the Year. But the Yankees weren’t expected to make it this far, either. After losing to Toronto on Sunday in the season finale, 
New York finished 91-70, only two games behind the Red Sox in the AL East. 
 
No one saw that finish coming. Not with the Red Sox in the same division. Not with Toronto and Baltimore in the wild-card game a year ago. 
 
“We came to spring training knowing we had a lot of good players,” corner infielder Chase Headley said. “I think the expectation here is that, 
every year, to give yourselves [a chance] to win a championship, and you have to make the playoffs first to do that. 
 
“I think from outside a lot of people were skeptical, but we knew we had some big-time players in here.” 
 
New York won 84 games last season with the skeletal remains of Mark Teixeira (age 36) and Alex Rodriguez (40) in the lineup, with Carlos 
Beltran (39) playing a supporting role and only one starting pitcher posting double-digit wins. The Yankees looked outgunned in this battle. 
 
Enter the Baby Bombers. 
 
Aaron Judge, with 52 homers, and Gary Sanchez, with 33, set a record for homers by a pair of teammates under 25. Judge, with 114 RBI, also is 
in the MVP discussion. Shortstop Didi Gregorious hit 25 homers. The Yankees, with veterans such as Headley, Matt Holliday and Todd Frazier 
adding some pop, led the majors with 241 home runs this season. But the Yankees, who have been to the postseason only once over the past 
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four seasons, will have several key players who aren’t used to the spotlight. 
 
“I want everyone to experience this,” said Frazier, who reached the postseason with the Reds in 2012 and 2013. “It is like a whole new season 
and it’s a lot of fun. It’s tough to explain because every pitch is blown up 100 times. Every call. Every defensive play. 
 
“It’s just a crazy atmosphere and no matter how you win, you just want to win.” 
 
The rotation has three pitchers with at least 13 victories, which includes 23-year old Luis Severino, who is dripping with talent. The bullpen is 
loaded with big arms —the relievers’ average fastball velocity of 95.4 miles per hour was tops in the league. So either with a 450-foot homer or 
98-mph fastball, this team can take you down, and take you down hard. 
 
“Guys are confident,” Headley said. “Guys are healthy. We are feeling good about where we are. We also know that this game coming up, 
anything can happen. We have to come out and play our game and come out on top.” 
 
Headley is not a fan of the one-game format, using the phrase “anything can happen” several times Sunday. It would appear the Twins will need 
a lot to happen in their favor in order to leave the Bronx with a victory and a meeting with division foe Cleveland in the AL Division Series. 
 
But that is what worries Headley. They could run into a strong outing by Twins righthander Ervin Santana, who will start Tuesday, or have the 
ball bounce funny at the wrong time. 
 
“That’s a good team,” Headley said of the Twins. “I think the turnaround they have had this year has been very impressive. A lot of really good 
young players with some really good veteran players. We know it is going to be a fight. 
 
“One game. Anything can happen, so we respect them. Hopefully we can go out and play our game.” 
 
Bartolo Colon after career win No. 240: ‘I’m not going anywhere’ 
Mike Berardino | Star Tribune | October 1, 2017  

 
Bartolo Colon walked off to a standing ovation Sunday afternoon after his 15th and possibly final start for the Twins. 
 
As Rod Stewart’s 1978 hit “Do Ya Think I’m Sexy?” pumped through the speakers at Target Field, the 44-year-old illusionist known as “Big Sexy” 
stopped briefly to accept a congratulatory hug from Detroit Tigers first-base coach Omar Vizquel, his Cleveland Indians teammates from 1997-
2002. 
 
“He said, ‘I saw you pitch the first time and now I saw you pitch the last time,’ “ Colon, speaking through a translator, said after a 5-1 win. 
“Maybe he’s talking about himself not coming back because I’m not going anywhere.” 
 
Having pitched the Twins to their 85th win to close out the regular season and the 240th win of Colon’s remarkable career, it was now time to 
consider a possible role for Colon (7-14) on the postseason roster. First, however, the Twins will need to win at Yankee Stadium in Tuesday 
night’s American League wild-card game. 
 
Colon was knocked out early in two of his past three starts, including a one-inning stint at Cleveland last time out due to illness. This time he was 
much sharper, allowing just three hits, including a solo homer to Alex Presley, in 6 1/3 innings. 
 
It was Colon’s first quality start since Sept. 5 and his eighth on the year, six of them coming after signing with the Twins just before the all-star 
break in July. 
 
“It was good to see him bounce back,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. 
 
Now tied for former Angels and Tigers lefty Frank Tanana for 56th on the career wins list, Colon pushed his active-wins lead to three over 
Yankees lefty CC Sabathia. Like Tanana, who pitched in the majors from 1973-93, Colon began his career as a flamethrower only to transition 
into finesse mode as the years took their toll. 
 
After posting a 3.94 earned run average in his first 10 starts for the Twins, Colon had slumped to a 13.50 ERA over his past four outings (12 total 
innings). He was much better in this 83-pitch audition, winning for the fifth time in 11 decisions with the Twins. 
 
“It was amazing for the fans to do that for me,” Colon said of his seventh-inning salute. “It almost made me want to cry. It was a beautiful 
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moment for me.” 
 
A free agent at season’s end, Colon has said he wants to keep pitching in 2018 after promising his late mother he would keep going past his 45th 
birthday next May. 
 
“That’s the goal,” he said. “That’s what I promised my old lady and that’s what I want to do.” 
 
All but the pro-rated minimum of the $12.5 million Colon made this season was paid by the Atlanta Braves, but he would welcome a chance to 
pitch against next year for the Twins. 
 
“That’s a front-office deal,” he said. “If they want me back, I would love to be back. I feel very happy. I’ve seen how everybody welcomed me 
here: the coaches, the manager, my teammates, the fans. It’s awesome.  It’s been a great experience here.” 
 
Rookie lefty Gabriel Moya secured the final five outs (two by strikeout) to pick up his first career save and earn a trip to New York, where he a 
strong contender to make Tuesday’s 25-man wild-card roster. 
 
“He’s done well,” Molitor said. “He’s an attractive guy from the fact he can get lefties and righties out. You can see the fearlessness and the 
confidence he brings out there. It’s kind of fun to see. I think he’s really enjoyed this experience. He’s made an impression that’s very positive.” 
 
Twins catchers Jason Castro (10th) and Chris Gimenez (7th) also homered. Castro’s 415-foot blast in the sixth gave the Twins nine players with 
10 or more homers; Castro added a two-run single in the fourth off Anibal Sanchez (3-7). 
 
Joe Mauer had a run-scoring double and two strikeouts in three trips to close the year with a .305 batting average, his highest since a 
concussion-shortened 2013. 
 
With the Twins and Colorado Rockies ending postseason droughts of seven and eight years, respectively, the longest absences from October 
baseball belong to the Seattle Mariners (2001), Miami Marlins (2003), San Diego Padres (2006) and Chicago White Sox (2008). 
 
John Shipley: With wild cards, heartbreak is a 50-50 prospect 
John Shipley | Pioneer Press | October 1, 2017  

 
Don’t get your hearts broken, Minnesota. 
 
This isn’t a prediction about Tuesday night’s American League wild-card game between the Twins at Yankees in New York; it’s advice from a 
friend. Baseball’s new wild-card format is unforgiving, and what has taken months of emotional investment will be over, for one unlucky fan 
base, in an instant. 
 
John Shipley sigIt’s a 50-50 prospect, and if you’re not ready, it will hurt if the Twins fall short. On this end, it seems the local nine are due; they 
haven’t won a playoff series since 2002 and are 0-4 in postseason play against the Yankees with a 2-15 record. The good news: The dreaded 
Yankees are 1-5 as a wild-card team. 
 
Major League Baseball’s decision to add a second wild card has kept more fans engaged for longer, usually right up to the last weekend of the 
regular season. So, yeah, it’s been a success. No doubt there were Angels and Rangers fans watching the Twins scores down the stretch this 
month. 
 
Yet in some weird way it seems that maybe they were the real winners. Their seasons ended in the natural course of events, slipping slowly 
away, their teams succumbing slowly to the reality of their inadequacies. On Tuesday, one American League team not good enough to win its 
division will be summarily dismissed from a party to which they were surprised, and ecstatic, to be invited. 
 
It’s like some 1980s movie where James Spader invites the nerds to a party only to deliberately humiliate them. 
 
After a 162-game season, a five-game series is short; a one-game playoff is barbaric. Baseball is meant to be lived in. It’s America’s soundtrack. 
For many of us, it will end Tuesday with one swift stroke. 
 
This isn’t to say wild-card teams have no business in the postseason. Since the first wild card was implemented when major league baseball 
moved to three divisions in 1994, six wild-card teams have won the World Series. Twice, the wild-card teams won the AL and NL pennants. 
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In the five postseasons since the second wild card was added, the fifth seed has won six games, three times advancing to the championship 
series and once, the 2014 San Francisco Giants, winning the World Series. The wild card has made winning the Series more difficult, and hence 
the playoffs more exciting. 
 
What the Twins have accomplished this season has been exciting, invigorating and heartwarming. They are the first major league team to lose 
100 games one season and make the playoffs the next; yeah, it was as the second wild card, but so what? It’s a significant accomplishment. 
They earned it, and Minnesota fans enjoyed it. 
 
This season feels like a beginning, and that won’t change if it ends suddenly on Tuesday night. This feels a little like 2002, when a young Twins 
team featuring Torii Hunter, Johan Santana and A.J. Pierzynski won the division and advanced to the ALCS to start a run of six playoff 
appearances in 10 seasons. 
 
This year’s team might be even more exciting, nabbing the AL’s final playoff spot by playing their best baseball after the front office traded away 
its all-star closer and a left-handed starter at the non-waiver deadline. No further help materialized, yet manager Paul Molitor continued to put 
a consistently winning combination on the field. 
 
Veterans Brian Dozier, Joe Mauer and Ervin Santana led the way, but Byron Buxton, Miguel Sano and Eddie Rosario have been electric. Right-
hander Jose Berrios seems on pace for an all-star career, and lefty Adalberto Mejia appears to be a real major league starter. 
 
Keep that in mind as you watch Tuesday. Enjoy it if the Twins win, but don’t put all your energy into this season. There is more to come. Don’t 
get your hearts broken, Minnesota. 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor won’t let contract situation be a distraction 
Mike Berardino |Pioneer Press | October 1, 2017  
 
Unsigned beyond this season, Twins manager Paul Molitor confirmed Sunday his status has yet to be resolved. 
 
“If circumstances were different and we weren’t playing Tuesday, I might have spent more time thinking about it, to be honest with you,” 
Molitor said. “Whenever we’re done, and hopefully it’s not for awhile, I’m sure that will be pushed to the forefront.” 
 
Molitor, 61, entered Sunday’s regular-season finale with a three-year mark of 226-259 (.466). While the Twins lost a Minnesota franchise-worst 
103 games in 2016, they have posted two winning seasons under the first-time manager, including their first postseason berth in seven years. 
 
The first-year baseball operations duo of chief baseball officer Derek Falvey and general manager Thad Levine has consistently said Molitor’s 
future will be determined once the Twins’ season ends. While Molitor has the public support of owner Jim Pohlad, the ultimate call will belong 
to Falvey and Levine. 
 
The Detroit Tigers and Philadelphia Phillies already announced their managers won’t be returning next season, and Terry Collins also is expected 
to leave his New York Mets post. Molitor could draw interest from all three clubs, especially the rebuilding Phillies, where former Twins GMs 
Andy MacPhail and Terry Ryan are now employed. 
 
“I don’t know if stressful is the right word; it’s consuming,” Molitor said of postseason preparations and roster decisions. “But when I took this 
job, this is something I wanted to experience in this role. Now I have the opportunity, so I’m trying to enjoy it as much as I can. I like that I’m in a 
position to have to make these decisions. I think that’s fun.” 
  
SANO PROJECT 
 
After seeing 30 pitches and going 1 for 8 with three strikeouts in his mini-rehab assignment this weekend, Miguel Sano was still struggling with a 
stress reaction in his left shin. 
 
“I don’t think he feels great,” Molitor said. “I know he’s still having discomfort.” 
 
After tapping back to the mound and striking out on Sunday, Sano grounded to shortstop in the fifth inning and felt something in his leg while 
running at half speed to first. Chris Gimenez hit for Sano in the eighth and homered. 
 
“Maybe some of the adrenaline of those first couple at-bats wore off,” Molitor said, “so we made a decision not to give him that last at-bat.” 
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The Twins have until 10 a.m. Tuesday (Eastern time) to set their 25-man roster for the wild-card game, and Levine said they would use all the 
available time in order to gather information on Sano and other last-minute decisions. At best, after missing nearly six weeks, Sano seems an 
option only as a pinch hitter against the Yankees’ high-octane bullpen. 
 
“I think he understands if he’s a little sore it’s OK, that he’s going to still go out there and try to see what he can do,” Molitor said before 
Sunday’s game. “He’ll … readdress the whole fear of not running so he doesn’t try to do anything foolishly or in the moment tries to do too 
much. If he hits a ball to the wall and he has to stop at first, he has to stop at first, as an example.” 
 
Sano, who has five homers in nine career games against the Yankees, has yet to hit a ball in the air since being activated off the disabled list to 
start the season-ending series with the Tigers. 
 
VISIT FROM THE BOSS? 
 
After Molitor famously scrawled “NO RETREAT. NO SURRENDER” on the Twins’ message board on Aug. 1 in San Diego, his team will hit the 
Yankee Stadium stage for Tuesday night’s American League wild-card game at the same time “Springsteen on Broadway” previews for the first 
time at the Walter Kerr Theater. 
 
Could Bruce Springsteen, who wrote “No Surrender” more than three decades ago, stop by the Twins’ clubhouse on Monday’s workout day for 
a visit with his old friend Molitor? That remains to be seen, but Molitor, who also remains friendly with Kevin Buell, Springsteen’s longtime 
guitar technician, has been weighing whether to blast “No Surrender” for his youthful squad as a sort of tone-setter. 
 
“I’ve thought about it a few times,” Molitor said. “I don’t know if any of these guys know anything about that or if they would enjoy that. I think 
I should probably play it somewhere along the way. I might have to break it out in the clubhouse. We’ll see how fast it gets turned off.” 
 
BRIEFLY 
 
The Twins will take 30 players to New York with the five extra men in uniform and able to sit in the dugout or bullpen during the game. The 
handful of players that remain back in the Twin Cities will have a catcher available to throw side sessions as needed with workouts (but no 
simulated games) planned Monday and Tuesday at Target Field. 
 
Starting pitchers for Tuesday’s wild-card game have been confirmed: The Twins will send out Ervin Santana to face 23-year-old Luis Severino 
(14-6, 2.98). Severino’s season innings total has reached 193 1/3, a 28-percent increase over the combined 151 1/3 innings he threw last season 
between the minors and the majors. 
 
Sunday’s paid crowd of 28,148 left the Twins with a season home attendance of 2,051,279 in 80 dates (including one traditional doubleheader). 
Their average attendance of 25,641 was up 5.8 percent over a 103-loss 2016 but still ranked as the second-lowest for the Twins in the past 
dozen years. 
 
Buxton's speed impacts on both sides of ball 
Rhett Bollinger |MLB | October `1, 2017  
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- No Twins player can affect a game in more ways than Byron Buxton. 
 
The 23-year-old center fielder is the fastest player in the Majors, according to Statcast™'s sprint speed metric, is arguably the game's best 
defender, easily leading all outfielders in Statcast™'s Outs Above Average, and he also experienced a breakout offensively in the second half of 
the season. 
Buxton is heading to his first postseason and he's the Twins' X-factor, as how he plays could have a major effect on how far the Twins advance in 
their first playoff appearance since 2010. 
 
"It's awesome to see his strides offensively and on the basepaths. He's become a very good offensive player, but he changes the game 
defensively more than anybody I've ever seen," Twins second baseman Brian Dozier said. "It bugs me that he's even compared to other guys, 
because until you play with him, you see the balls he gets to nobody else can get to." 
 
Buxton's game-changing speed helps him in both the outfield and on the bases, as his average sprint speed of 30.2 feet per second narrowly 
leads the Reds' Billy Hamilton at 30.1 feet per second. On the bases, Buxton is 29-for-30 in stolen base attempts and set the club record with 24 
straight steals and counting without getting caught. 
 



9 

 

"It's more that I've been doing my homework before the game," Buxton said. "I've been looking at video at whoever is starting that day. Does 
his head do something different? Does his shoulder do something different? Does his knee go a different way? Where does he set up on the 
rubber? Things to give me that slight edge." 
 
In the outfield, Buxton leads the Majors in four-star catches, converting an astounding 26 of 27 opportunities for a 96.3 percent success rate 
that's 12 percent higher than the next best outfielder, Boston's Mookie Betts. For context, Angels superstar Mike Trout is just 1-for-8 on four-
star attempts this year. Buxton also dominates the new metric, Outs Above Average, with 25, leading Ender Inciarte by six outs above average 
and Betts by 10. 
 
"I think everyone understands that we're a different team when Byron's out there patrolling center field," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "It's 
not just his improved offense, it's his impact defensively." 
Offensively, Buxton has turned it around ever since muting his leg kick in early June. Buxton is hitting .300/.347/.546 with 11 homers and 13 
stolen bases in the second half, while showing he has plenty of power to go with his elite speed. 
 
"The way the season went early, it would've been easy to lose confidence, but as I've progressed with my new swing, the confidence just kept 
coming," Buxton said. "Last year was a tough year and wasn't fun at all. But I've learned not to get too low or too high, and treat every day the 
same." 
 
Buxton has all the tools to be one of baseball's next superstars, and an impressive postseason could put him on the map on the national stage 
and help the surprising Twins make noise in October. 
 
"It's a moment I've been trying to get to my whole life," Buxton said. "Just to be able to come out here with these guys every day is incredible." 
 
3 reasons Twins can win the World Series 
Rhett Bollinger |MLB.com| October 1, 2017  
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- After losing a Major League-worst 103 games last season, nobody expected the Twins to make it to the postseason in 2017. 
 
But they're one of 10 teams set to play in October, and they're ready to continue to prove their doubters wrong. A run to the World Series 
would undoubtedly be an incredibly difficult feat as the second American League Wild Card team, given they have the worst record of any club 
in the playoffs, but Twins fans remember 1987, when the club won 85 games but won the World Series with plenty of postseason magic. 
As history suggests, anything can happen in the postseason, so here's a look at three reasons why the Twins could continue to shock the 
baseball world with a World Series title:Sano is expected to start at designated hitter again Sunday, as the Twins are trying to decide whether 
he'll be active for Tuesday's game and if he'd be ready to serve as DH over Robbie Grossman or be available off the bench. 
 
"We'll see how [Sunday] goes," Molitor said. "I'm leaning that even just having the threat has enough value to consider it." 
 
1. The offense has been clicking 
The Twins have the youngest offense in the AL, but that young core got better as the season went on, posting impressive numbers in the second 
half. Minnesota leads the Majors in runs scored since the July 31 non-waiver Trade Deadline, and also leads the big leagues in homers over that 
span. 
 
The offense is well balanced with power, speed and patience sprinkled throughout the lineup, especially with the breakout seasons of Byron 
Buxton, Eddie Rosario and Max Kepler. Veterans Brian Dozier and Joe Mauer also had strong seasons, while designated hitter Robbie Grossman 
remains underrated because of his ability to get on base. The Twins reinstated Miguel Sano from the DL on Friday, and he could provide a 
similiar lift to the Cubs' Kyle Schwarber, who came back from a knee injury last year to hit .412 in the World Series against the Indians. 
 
2. There's just enough pitching 
The Twins still lack pitching depth, but they have veteran Ervin Santana to anchor their rotation, while Kyle Gibson has been consistently solid in 
the second half and Jose Berrios has been impressive after struggling as a rookie last year. Finding a quality fourth starter is likely going to be an 
issue, which means they could turn to Gibson or Santana on short rest. 
 
It also means the bullpen will need to step up and get strong performances from some young arms such as Trevor Hildenberger, Taylor Rogers 
and Alan Busenitz. Closer Matt Belisle has been huge since Minnesota dealt Brandon Kintzler at the Trade Deadline, while Ryan Pressly and 
Rogers have been pitching better after some scuffles. Long reliever Dillon Gee has also been effective in that role, and he could be a multi-inning 
swingman. 
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3. Similar clubs have accomplished the feat 
The road to the World Series would be a tough one for Minnesota, which must first conquer its demons in New York (2-4 record vs. the Yankees 
this season) in the AL Wild Card Game at Yankee Stadium on Tuesday. The Twins then would advance to the AL Division Series presented by 
Doosan to play the Indians, who the Twins have played tough in recent years, although they were 7-12 vs. them this season. The AL 
Championship Series presented by Camping World would feature the Astros or Red Sox before heading to the Fall Classic. 
 
On paper, Minnesota doesn't match up well against those high-powered clubs, but the playoffs have proved to be somewhat of a crapshoot, as 
the team with the best record doesn't always win. We've seen unlikely clubs such as the 1987 Twins, '88 Dodgers, '97 Marlins and the 2006 
Cardinals win the World Series, so why not the Twins? 
 
Bartolo receives standing O, plans 2018 return 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | October 1, 2017  

 
MINNEAPOLIS -- After recording the first out of the seventh inning in a strong start against the Tigers in the regular-season finale on Sunday, 
Bartolo Colon walked off to a standing ovation from the crowd at Target Field while Rod Stewart's "Da Ya Think I'm Sexy?" blared, a nod to his 
nickname of "Big Sexy." 
 
Colon tipped his cap to the fans as he finished his season on a high note, allowing one run on three hits and one walk with four strikeouts in a 5-
1 win over Detroit. There's a chance it was the final outing of the 44-year-old's career, but he believes there is more in the tank and said as 
much to his former Indians teammate and Tigers first-base coach Omar Vizquel while embracing before he walked off the field. 
 
"He said, 'I saw you pitch the first time and now I saw you pitch the last time,'" Colon said through an interpreter. "But maybe he was talking 
about himself not coming back because I'm not going anywhere." 
 
Colon said he plans to keep his promise to his late mother, Adriana, as he told her before she passed away in 2014 that he wants to pitch until 
he's 45. 
 
"That's the goal," Colon said. "That's what I promised my old lady, and that's what I want to do." 
Colon added to the clubhouse leadership and provided a boost to Minnesota's rotation after being signed to a Minor League deal in mid-July, 
but he scuffled down the stretch, posting a 13.50 ERA over his previous four starts entering Sunday. He finished 5-6 with a 5.18 ERA in 15 starts 
with the Twins after his rough stint with the Braves. 
 
But Colon pitched well in a potential postseason audition, and Twins manager Paul Molitor was happy to see the crowd's reaction. 
"You are always looking for opportunities to have people acknowledged for what they have done," Molitor said. "It worked out where I got him 
one more out in the seventh and got him off the field. The music came on and he strolled off, hugged Vizquel and more hugs in the dugout." 
 
Colon won't be on the roster for Tuesday's American League Wild Card Game in New York, but there remains a chance he could be added as a 
fourth starter if the Twins advance to the AL Division Series presented by Doosan. Molitor said he hasn't thought that far ahead yet, and neither 
has Colon. 
 
"Let us win on Tuesday first," Colon said. "Cleveland, we can talk about later." 
If this is it for Colon, he finishes his career with 240 wins to go along with a 4.04 ERA. The former AL Cy Young Award winner is a four-time All-
Star and a fan favorite around the Majors. But he said he has no plans to retire and would be open to coming back to Minnesota. 
 
"That's a front-office deal," Colon said. "If they want me back, I'd love to be back." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Castro drives in 3 to back Colon in WC tuneup 
Rhett Bollinger and Jason Beck| MLB.com | September 30, 2017  
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MINNEAPOLIS -- Jason Castro backed a strong showing by Bartolo Colon as the Twins defeated the Tigers, 5-1, on Sunday at Target Field in the 
final game of the regular season. Minnesota, which won 11 of the 19 meetings with Detroit this season, will face the Yankees on Tuesday in the 
American League Wild Card Game at Yankee Stadium. 
 
The game was delayed 40 minutes prior to first pitch, the seventh delay at Target Field this season. The Twins finished with an 85-77 record, 
which is 26 more wins than they recorded in 2016, and their most victories in a year since a 94-win season in '10. 
 
"It's been a good year. You have to be pleased," Minnesota manager Paul Molitor said. "We have extended our season, and I don't think we are 
satisfied by any means. One game is tricky, but I know we are going to show up and play well." 
 
Colon wrapped up his 20th Major League season with 6 1/3 innings of one-run ball, in which he allowed three hits and struck out four batters 
with one walk. Colon notched his 240th career win, his fifth in 15 starts as a Twin. Alex Presley recorded the only run off Colon, launching a solo 
shot in the top of the third.  
 
Joe Mauer and Castro provided enough run support to back the veteran hurler. Mauer delivered an RBI double in the first, while Castro drove in 
two in the fourth with a go-ahead single off Detroit right-hander Anibal Sanchez. In what could be his final outing as a Tiger, Sanchez gave up 
three runs on seven hits across five frames. 
 
"I feel good, especially to finish healthy," Sanchez said. "To be able to be on the mound at this point, it's really good." 
 
Castro and Chris Gimenez went deep in the sixth and eighth, respectively, with Gimenez's the first pinch-hit homer of his career. Miguel Sano, 
who was activated off the disabled list on Friday, started as designated hitter for the second straight game and went 0-for-3 with a strikeout. He 
is 1-for-8 since returning from the DL. 
 
"It's one of those things where I don't think [Sano] feels great," Molitor said. "We will see how he feels tomorrow after getting at-bats today and 
make a decision on how we proceed." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Small ball: The Twins manufactured a pair of runs on three straight singles to open the fourth, which handed them a 3-1 advantage. Following 
Eduardo Escobar's leadoff single, Byron Buxton recorded a base knock, then immediately stole second base. It marked his 29th steal of the 
season on 30 attempts, extending his club record to 24 consecutive base thefts without getting caught. Castro drove them both home with a 
two-run base hit into left. 
 
Castro goes deep: Castro added to his offensive showcase on Sunday with a solo homer in the sixth. According to Statcast™, Castro's 10th dinger 
went a projected 409 feet with an exit velocity of 108 mph, making it his hardest-hit homer and third-hardest hit of the season. Castro became 
the ninth Twin to club double-digit long balls, which is the second most in club history. Last season, 11 Minnesota batters hit 10 or more home 
runs. 
 
"Throughout the course of the season, you have ups and downs," second baseman Brian Dozier said. "This team has remained optimistic and 
resilient. The fight and passion we put in day in and day out is just off the charts." 
 
"I was second-guessing him, firing off a couple tweets why he brought [Blaine] Hardy in and why he brought [Drew] VerHagen in. And he got the 
loss. The ceiling is high for him." -- Brad Ausmus on Ian Kinsler, whom Ausmus let manage the game in Ausmus' final contest as Tigers skipper  
 
SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
Mauer finished the regular season with a .305 batting average, his eighth hitting at least .300 and first since 2013. The eight seasons are tied for 
third most in Twins history with Kirby Puckett, trailing only Tony Oliva (9) and Rod Carew (10). 
 
Minnesota's 11 wins over Detroit mark the club's most victories in a year against the Tigers since going 12-7 in 2009. 
 
WHAT'S NEXT 
Twins: Right-hander Ervin Santana is slated to start the American League Wild Card Game in New York on Tuesday. Santana, who posted a 3.31 
ERA in six September starts, has made eight career postseason appearances (2-2, 5.56 ERA). 
 
Twins, Yanks set for Wild start to postseason 
Joe Trezza | MLB | October 1, 2017  
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After a full regular season of drama and intrigue, the postseason is finally here -- and back in the Bronx. The 2017 playoffs begin Tuesday night 
at Yankee Stadium, where the Yankees and Twins will battle in the American League Wild Card Game. First pitch is set for 8 p.m. ET (ESPN). 
 
It's a matchup few saw coming when the season began, with Minnesota coming off a 59-103 2016 campaign and the Yankees still thought to be 
a year or two away from legitimate contention. But both clubs rebuilt in what felt like record time, as both relied on the progression of several 
key young players to quickly turn into contenders again. 
 
Sparked by the historic breakout year from right fielder Aaron Judge, the emergence of ace Luis Severino and backed by a lockdown bullpen, the 
Yankees are back in the postseason after a one-year hiatus. They hosted the 2015 AL Wild Card Game, but lost to the Astros. 
 
The Twins started hot, then kept winning as several young players learned how to excel at the Major League level. Coupled with solid years from 
veterans Brian Dozier and Joe Mauer, the Twins used breakout campaigns from center fielder Byron Buxton, third baseman Miguel Sano, left 
fielder Eddie Rosario and starter Jose Berrios to beat out a crowded AL Wild Card field to make the postseason for the first time since 2010. 
Minnesota is the first team to make the playoffs a year after losing 100 games. 
 
Now the fate of both teams rests on one game, and so it's no surprise they'll send their best arms to the mound. For Minnesota that is Ervin 
Santana, who enjoyed his best year in a Twins uniform at age 34, going 16-8 with a 3.28 ERA. Santana tied Indians ace Corey Kluber to lead the 
Majors with five complete games and three shutouts. 
 
He'll be opposed by Severino, the hard-throwing righty who validated the Yankees' decision to keep him in the rotation prior to this season. The 
23-year-old blossomed in 2017, going 14-6 with a 2.98 ERA and striking out 230 batters over 193 1/3 innings. 
 
That's the matchup, with the winner set for a date with Cleveland in the AL Division Series presented by Doosan. 
 
Things to know about this game 
• The Twins have some really good fastball hitters, and they'll need them to be geared up against Severino. The righty has an electric arm, one 
that allowed him to throw more triple-digit fastballs than any starter in baseball this season. Severino also keeps his velocity late into games, 
throwing more 100-plus mph fastballs after the seventh inning than any other starter. 
 
• The Yankees won the season series, 4-2, and swept Minnesota over a three-game set at Yankee Stadium in mid-September. They've also fared 
well against Minnesota historically. New York has won nine straight playoff games against the Twins, and 12 of 14 dating back to 2003. 
 
• The Twins would love to have the 28 home runs, 77 RBIs and .865 OPS that Sano, their big bopper, provided in the middle of the lineup in just 
480 plate apperances. The slugger returned Saturday after missing 38 games with a stress reaction in his left shin, but he is still questionable to 
play Tuesday. 
 
Wetmore: Updated thoughts on the Wild Card roster for the Twins with Miguel Sano on the mend 
Derek Wetmore | 1500 ESPN | October 1, 2017  

 
MINNEAPOLIS –Miguel Sano is out of his soft walking boot and back in a Twins uniform. That ought to change the way the team’s Wild Card 
roster looks when the official card is submitted Tuesday morning. 
 
Last week, when it first looked like there was a pretty good chance this was headed to a Twins-Yankees matchup, I shared a few thoughts on the 
roster. In that original guess, I had 14 positions players and 11 pitchers. And, importantly, no Miguel Sano. 
 
Now the math has changed, with Sano getting a handful of DH plate appearances over the weekend against the Tigers. It’s at the point now 
where I’d be surprised if Sano is not on the Wild Card roster. So I’m tweaking things a little bit. 
 
Here’s my new roster guess for the Twins: 
 
Pitchers (10): 
 
Ervin Santana 
J.O. Berrios 
Matt Belisle 
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Trevor Hildenberger 
Alan Busenitz 
Taylor Rogers 
Buddy Boshers 
Ryan Pressly 
Dillon Gee 
Tyler Duffey 
 
Position players (15): 
 
Jason Castro 
Chris Gimenez 
Mitch Garver 
Joe Mauer 
Kennys Vargas 
Brian Dozier 
Jorge Polanco 
Ehire Adrianza 
Eduardo Escobar 
Eddie Rosario 
Byron Buxton 
Max Kepler 
Zach Granite 
Robbie Grossman 
Miguel Sano 
 
A few changes worth pointing out: 
 
-Sano has been added. And I think there’s a nonzero chance that he could start the game as the Twins’ DH. That’s a stunning turnaround after 
missing six weeks and first getting a look in a game on Friday. 
 
Sano swung the bat 6 times in Saturday’s game – his first start at DH in more than a month – and five of those swings missed the ball, but the 
other roped a 3-0 fastball into left field for a single. His timing clearly was off, especially with a handful of sliders and changeups. And I would 
guess that if he got 4 or 5 plate appearances Tuesday, he’d see primarily offspeed pitches, regardless of the pitcher on the mound. 
 
 
 
Is that worth the risk of putting him on the roster? In the lineup? 
 
On the roster, I believe the Twins are leaning toward including him. The starting lineup seems like much less of a sure thing. 
 
-I had included 4 starting pitchers. on the original Wild Card roster. That wasn’t an oversight. 
 
The 4 most recent A.L. Wild Card teams have used either 9 or 10 pitchers, and typically have at least one starter in reserve, and sometimes 2 of 
those. For the Twins I had 11 pitchers in my first run through, but not because I was paranoid about protecting for a 20-inning game. I got to the 
end of a 25-man roster and tried to decide between having a guy like Niko Goodrum or Kyle Gibson, and I went with the pitcher. My updated 
guess here includes only 10 pitchers, including a second starter and a couple relievers that could pitch multiple innings if necessary. That would 
still allow the Twins to protect Ervin Santana with J.O. Berrios – and I think Berrios could very well pitch in the game, even in a non-emergency 
scenario – and still have plenty of coverage in the bullpen. They wouldn’t necessarily need a guy like Gibson to provide innings, even in an extra-
inning game situation. 
 
I’d also included Adalberto Mejia, not because of his length, but because he was the third-most trustworthy lefty out of the bullpen on my initial 
projection. I toyed with the idea of including a lefty reliever like Gabriel Moya, but then again, in what game situation would you feel really good 
about using the rookie in Yankee Stadium? So instead of Mejia or Moya, this roster only includes two left-handed pitchers. Of course in an ideal 
scenario you’d rather be covered better than that, but the Twins’ roster isn’t perfect. 
 
-This lineup still gives manager Paul Molitor plenty of flexibility to maneuver within the game. There aren’t many players you’d necessarily want 



14 

 

to pinch hit for or replace defensively, but you’ve got pinch hitters like Vargas and Garver (and a third-string catcher in Garver’s case), plus 
speed-and-defense guy like Granite, and a few guys who can play multiple positions if necessary. That should cover the Twins, even without a 
super-utility guy like Niko Goodrum. 
 
-With the other freed up roster spot, I added long man Dillon Gee, who has done a respectable job in that role since joining the Twins. The 
reason I excluded him in the first iteration is that “long relievers” don’t really exist in a one-game playoff situation. If Santana gets knocked out 
in the 2nd inning, you’d almost have to turn to Berrios. 
 
-If it’s a 9-inning game and things are going fine, you could see Santana pitch to every Yankees hitter three times. If it gets to the fourth time 
through the order, it might be worth dipping into the bullpen – whether that’s for Berrios or Hildenberger. 
 
The general guideline here is to not hold anything back in hopes of setting up a cleaner Division Series. 
 
Wetmore’s 5 thoughts: This is why the Yankees won’t be a fun matchup in October 
Derek Wetmore | 1500 ESPN | October 1, 2017  

 
Editor’s note: This column originally published Sept. 20. With the Yankees-Twins matchup officially set for Tuesday’s Wild Card game, we 
decided to share it again. 
 
If the Twins make it to the postseason, I’m guessing there won’t be too much hand-wringing from the team’s fanbase, because… Hey! You’re 
playing in October one year after losing 103 baseball games. That feat would be every bit as impressive as it was improbable. 
 
We saw this week, though, as the Twins were swept in New York, why you might not want any part of playing the Yankees in October. 
 
This column presents 5 thoughts the Yankees would make a difficult postseason matchup for Minnesota. (But really, it provides us an excuse to 
get out some thoughts about where the Twins are at in a year that seemed unlikely to include so much postseason chatter this late in the 
season.) 
 
1. Luis Severino is really good. 
 
The Twins got to Severino on Wednesday, and that’s an encouraging sign in an otherwise disappointing loss. Severino’s been so good for the 
Yankees this year that manager Joe Girardi has shuffled the deck to try to make a run at the Red Sox. He’s hoping his ace can make two more 
starts this season, instead of the one more he had on his ticket when the Yankees originally submitted his work order. 
 
In a one-game series, starting rotation depth means next to nothing. All it takes is one top-shelf starter to tilt the odds in your favor. 
 
First, a little bad news on that front. Then we’ll get to the relative good news. 
 
Severino is just 23 years old, but he’s been one of the best pitchers in baseball this year. Entering Wednesday’s start, he had a 2.93 ERA in 184 
1/3 innings this season. He’s a menace when it comes to strikeouts–he’s racked up 218 of them in his 184 innings, with an exceptional strikeout 
rate of 29.2%. He ranks 8th in baseball in terms of starter ERA this season, and in the second half of the season, only Corey Kluber and Justin 
Verlander have been better. That’s not exactly the kind of pitcher you want to face in a winner-take -all Wild Card playoff game. 
 
I’m not sure how much I trust the radar gun they were showing on TV this series, but the point remains that Severino’s fastball is turbo-charged. 
 
Now, how about some good news? 
 
For one thing,  while Kennys Vargas looked impressed by that velocity — even while just taking a first-pitch fastball for a strike — later in the 
plate appearance he singled and then scored a run. 
 
Severino only got to 3 innings against the Twins, actually, and they scored 3 runs on 5 hits and a walk. It’s possible he was pulled just to avoid 
over-exposing him against a team that he may face in about 2 weeks with New York’s postseason life on the line. It’s also possible that it was 
just time to go to the bullpen after the young ace labored through a strenuous 3rd inning, which included a beauty of an at-bat by Joe Mauer, a 
13-pitch RBI single in which Severino and catcher Gary Sanchez had no answers for the Twins’ DH. 
 
Still, Severino has been awesome in the second half, and you’d probably rather avoid him in the playoffs if given the choise. Here’s some more 
good news: the Twins could get that opportunity. 
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Girardi switched up his starting rotation to have Severino face the Twins, on the chance that he could pitch twice more for the Yankees instead 
of just one more time. That would be a boost to the slim hopes the Yankees currently have of catching the Red Sox in the American League East. 
But it could also mean Severino pitching Sept. 30, and therefor being unavailable to start the Wild Card game on regular rest. 
 
In that way, maybe the Yankees’ pursuit of the Red Sox in their division cold be a good thing for the Twins. 
 
2. Aaron Judge has the power to change a series. 
 
In the first half of the season, Judge was the talk of baseball. He was the best young player, and his Ruthian power had some folks wondering if 
he’d be the next face of baseball. The second half hasn’t been nearly as kind to the Yankees rookie slugger, as far as gaudy numbers go. He’s still 
on track to have the best season of any rookie in Yankees history. 
 
1st half 2nd half 
HR 30 14 
K % 29.8% 33.3% 
AVG .329 .201 
OBP .448 .363 
SLG .691 .435 
wOBA .466 .340 
wRC+ 196 110 
Source: FanGraphs.com 
 
Those numbers were pulled before he hit another home run against the Twins on Wednesday. Take a look at the last column. Weighted Runs 
Created Plus is designed to scale so that 100 is exactly average. So a 196 wRC+ means that stat measured Judge as 96% better than the league 
average in the first half. During his second-half slump, meanwhile, he’s only been 10% better than the league-average hitter. First-world 
problems. 
 
My point here is just that in a one-game series, 4 or 5 plate appearances from Judge will put stress on a pitching staff. Whether or not he’s 
scuffling, Judge has the power to change a game, and in this case, a series. 
 
3. Are you kidding me with that bullpen? 
 
I won’t linger on this point, although it’s the primary reason I wouldn’t want to face the Yankees in a postseason series of any length. 
 
I know that Aroldis Chapman and Dellin Betances have resemebled humans at times this year. And yet, that’s a scary looking bullpen. If you’ve 
got to beat New York in one 9-inning game with the season on the line, you’d better score some runs on the starting pitcher. 
 
You’ve got Chapman and Betances, but don’t forget about midseason acquisitions David Robertson, Tommy Kahnle, oh, and Chad Green and 
Adam Warren. Girardi can play matchups or he can just give everybody an inning and ask for 3 innings out of his starter. Not that I think he’ll do 
that. If the Yankees find a way to march through another October and get to the World Series, I’m guessing that Super Bullpen will be a big 
reason why. 
 
4. The Twins probably have the better lineup right now, but the Yankees have a good one. 
 
The Bronx Bombers outscored the Twins 18-6 in their 3-game series. I wouldn’t take that as an indication that the Yankees have the better 
lineup. In a vacuum I’d take the Twins, actually. 
 
Those Yankees hitters are no slouches, though. This season, they rank 5th in home runs as a team (219), second in runs scored (800), and third 
in team Weighted On-Base Average (.333). For the sake of comparison, Miguel Sano finished last season with a .334 wOBA. 
 
So that’s a tough draw for Ervin Santana — or whichever Twins starter would be asked to pitch that potential Wild Card game on Oct. 3. My 
guess would be Santana, and he’s currently lined up to make that start. 
 
 
 
5. Will the Twins have Miguel Sano back? 
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It doesn’t look good at this point, but Kevin Garnett told us in 2008 that anything is possible, so who knows. 
 
You don’t necessarily need him if you’re the Twins. The lineup, in general, has been pretty good without him thanks to some great contributions 
from Byron Buxton, Jorge Polanco, Joe Mauer, Brian Dozier and Eddie Rosario. 
 
If we’re being realistic, I’d take it as a discouraging sign that a stress reaction hasn’t allowed Sano to get out of a soft walking boot more than a 
month later, and with less than two weeks to go before a possible postseason appearance, he still hasn’t reported marked progress. He’s 
actually gotten into some baseball  activity, but to my knowledge, Sano is yet to take a round of batting practice and run without feeling sore or 
experiencing swelling the next day. 
 
Let’s say the shin that’s held him out of the lineup since Aug. 19 is wondrously healed tomorrow. How prepared would Sano be to take back 
over his regular spot in the batting order? Is a month away from MLB pitching enough to accumulate significant rust? Without the benefit of a 
minor league rehab stint or instructional league, would Sano be able to work his way back into game shape and timing just by swinging a bat 
against some extra Twins relief pitchers in a simulated game? 
 
Having been around him a little bit, I’d expect that Sano is doing everything that he can to get back in time. I’m just not sure that there’s 
anything the Twins can do to ensure that happens. 
 
Colon shines in reg season finale, Twins beat Tigers 5-1 
Associated Press | October 1, 2017 

 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) As Bartolo Colon walked off the mound to a standing ovation, old friend and Detroit Tigers first base coach Omar Vizquel 
wrapped him in a hug. 
 
”He said, `I saw you pitch for the first time and now I saw you pitch for the last time,”’ Colon said through an interpreter after he pitched one-
run ball into the seventh inning of Minnesota’s 5-1 victory over the Detroit Tigers on Sunday. ”Maybe he’s talking about himself not coming back 
because I’m not going anywhere.” 
 
Colon said he plans to pitch in the big leagues next season. The way he looked on Sunday, he might not be done yet this year, either. 
 
Jason Castro homered and drove in three runs for the Twins, who play an AL wild-card game in New York against the Yankees on Tuesday night. 
A win would put the Twins in an ALDS against Cleveland, where Minnesota may need an experienced arm like Colon (5-6). 
 
The 44-year-old helped stabilize a rickety Twins rotation after he was picked up in the middle of July. But he had staggered of late, giving up 20 
runs in 18 2/3 innings in September. The Twins don’t have a lot behind Ervin Santana and Jose Berrios, so the strong outing could be enough to 
win him a spot in October. Manager Paul Molitor said he hadn’t made a decision on the rotation. 
 
”Not there yet,” Molitor said. 
 
Twins slugger Miguel Sano went 0 for 3 as he works to get his timing back for the postseason. The slugger returned to active duty Friday after 
missing 38 games with a stress reaction in his left shin. 
 
Sano was pinch hit for in the eighth inning after Molitor said he felt some discomfort in his leg. The team will wait to see how he responds 
tomorrow before making any decisions on his availability for the game against the Yankees. 
 
Anibal Sanchez (3-7) gave up three runs and seven hits and struck out six in five innings for the Tigers, who missed the postseason for the third 
straight year and will go into the offseason looking for a manager to replace Brad Ausmus. Alex Presley hit a solo homer in the third inning. 
 
The Twins finished 85-77, their highest victory total since they won 94 in 2010. That is also the last time they were in the playoffs, and now they 
gear up for a familiar nemesis. The Twins are 1-9 against the Yankees in their last three playoff series, including 3-0 sweeps in 2009 and 2010. 
 
Colon (5-6) pitched 6 1/3 innings, giving up three hits and a walk while striking out four. He is firmly planning on pitching in 2018. 
 
”That’s the goal,” he said. ”That’s what I promised my old lady and that’s what I want to do.” 
 
Chris Gimenez also homered for Minnesota and Joe Mauer went 1 for 3 with an RBI-double to finish the regular season with a .305 batting 
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average, the first time he has topped .300 since 2013. 
 
Bryan Holaday and JaCoby Jones had two hits for the Tigers. 
 
The game was delayed 40 minutes by rain. 
 
KINSLER MANAGES 
 
With Ausmus on the way out, he handed the managerial duties over to second baseman Ian Kinsler for the finale. Ausmus served as the bench 
coach, but Kinsler made all the substitutions and decisions. 
 
”It was definitely interesting to think about the game in a little bit different way,” Kinsler said. 
 
MOLITOR’S STATUS 
 
Despite the Twins’ surprising surge to the playoffs, Molitor has yet to have discussions with executives Derek Falvey and Thad Levine about a 
new contract. Molitor’s deal is up after this season, and Falvey and Levine said they would address the situation after the season ends. 
 
”If circumstances were different and we weren’t playing Tuesday, I might have spent more time thinking about it, to be honest with you,” 
Molitor said. ”Whenever we’re done, and hopefully it’s not for a while, I’m sure that will be pushed to the forefront.” 
 
DRAFT DAY 
 
The game held some meaning for the Tigers. There was draft positioning on the line. 
 
The loss, coupled with a win by the San Francisco Giants over the San Diego Padres, means the Tigers will get the No. 1 overall pick in next year’s 
draft. Had Detroit won and the Phillies lost on Sunday, the Tigers could have dropped to No. 3. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Tigers: The offseason. They finish with a 64-98 record, their most losses since they went 43-119 in 2003. 
 
Twins: Ervin Santana (16-8, 3.28) will start for the Twins against the Yankees on Tuesday. 
 


