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San Francisco Chronicle 
Giants’ Tyler Beede rocked in loss, sent back to minors 
John Shea 

SAN DIEGO — The Giants sent Tyler Beede back to the minors after Sunday’s 10-1 loss to the Padres. 

He was bummed, but his disappointment about returning to Triple-A Sacramento was superseded by the 
joy he felt from reaching the big leagues for the first time. 

 “I’m definitely looking more on the positive side to have the experience to pitch in two big-league games 
and certainly hoping I can have more soon,” Beede said. “I’m not drawing the short stick. I’m drawing the 
big stick.” 

Big sticks were the theme all day as the Padres knocked around Beede and an ineffective bullpen, notably 
Josh Osich and Derek Law. The Giants lost three of four in the series and haven’t won any of their past six 
series in San Diego, going 0-5-1. 

Missing the top three starting pitchers, the Giants’ rotation is nothing like management imagined. Chris 
Stratton tossed seven scoreless innings in Thursday’s series opener, but Ty Blach, Derek Holland and Beede 
followed and none lasted more than five innings. 

All players are wearing #42 in honor of Jackie Robinson Day. (Photo by Lindsey Wasson/Getty Images) A’s 
ace Sean Manaea again superb in win over Mariners 

Beede exited in the fourth after giving up five runs on six hits and three walks — two of the walks began 
San Diego rallies — and was told afterward by manager Bruce Bochy that he was returning to the minors. 
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Jeff Samardzija, on the disabled list with a pectoral strain, could replace Beede. Early Sunday, Bochy said 
the right-hander likely would make another rehab start after yielding six first-inning runs in a Class A game 
Saturday. But after the Beede misfire, Bochy left open the possibility of Samardzija returning sooner. 

“I don’t want to verify that,” Bochy said. “We just know that Beede needs to go down and continue his 
progress and work on some things we want him to work on.” 

The 14th overall pick in the 2014 draft, Beede needs to limit his walks and be more effective with runners 
on base. He threw shutout ball the first 22/3 innings, then issued a walk, yielded a single and gave up 
Christian Villanueva’s two-run double. 

The Padres pounded Beede again in the fourth in another walk-ignited rally. Cory Spangenberg and Jose 
Pirela hit run-scoring doubles, and Freddy Galvis’ RBI single ended Beede’s day and brief stay in the big 
leagues. 

“Making pitches with men on base, pitching in traffic. He’s got to polish up some things,” Bochy said. “He’s 
got to execute that pitch to put them away and make pitches with men in scoring position. That’s what 
killed us today, they got huge two-out hits, balls hit hard, too. That’s when you’ve got to make your pitches 
up here.” 

In the two starts, Beede gave up seven runs on nine hits and eight walks in 72/3 innings. 

“I learned a ton,” he said. “There’s a lot of positives to take away from it. I’m not saying they were pretty, 
but great experiences nonetheless, and I’m looking forward to the next time around.” 

Osich gave up a homer to Villanueva and an RBI single to Franchy Cordero. Pirela hit a two-run triple off 
Law. 

The Giants struck out nine times and collected just five hits in six innings off Joey Lucchesi, a lefty out of 
Newark Memorial High School and Chabot College in Hayward who grew up an A’s fan. 

“I never really liked the Giants. I was never a fan,” Lucchesi said. “Striking out the close-to-hometown team 
feels pretty good.” 

 
San Francisco Chronicle 
Giants’ Buster Posey sits out with thumb soreness 
John Shea 
 
SAN DIEGO — Manager Bruce Bochy would have loved to play five-time All-Star Buster Posey 
on Sunday and have him catch Tyler Beede, who made his second big-league start and was sent 
to the minors after the game. 
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Posey is 15-for-48 (.313) and has been especially tough on lefties, going 8-for-22. The Padres 
started lefty Joey Lucchesi. 
 
Posey was shelved with right thumb soreness, which he felt Saturday while swinging. The 
Giants don’t consider it a serious matter, and Bochy said he expects Posey to return to the 
lineup Tuesday in Arizona, following Monday’s off day. 
 
“He’ll be fine on Tuesday,” said Bochy, anticipating the swelling will subside. “In the past, there 
were a couple of times we’ve had to do this, get him a day and he’s fine. If we let it go, then it 
gets to the point he needs more time.” 
 
Nick Hundley caught Beede, who was pulled in the fourth inning. 
 
Williamson’s hot bat: A day after Mac Williamson hit his latest home run for Triple-A 
Sacramento, Bochy said the Giants won’t rush to make a roster move. 
 
“You never know,” Bochy said. “They haven’t played that many games there. Let these guys get 
some playing time and settle in just like our guys. Right now, we have no plans of making any 
changes.” 
 
Williamson hit five homers in eight games then went 3-for-3 Sunday, giving him a .548 average 
(17-for-31). He also had a hot bat in spring training, hitting .318 with four homers. 
 
Briefly: Shohei Ohtani’s routine has been to pitch every Sunday, but because Sunday’s Angels 
game was canceled, he’ll start Tuesday. That would keep Ohtani from facing the Giants next 
Sunday in Anaheim. Ohtani doesn’t pitch on four days’ rest. ... Pitchers took bunting practice 
before the game, and Derek Holland put down some from both sides of the plate. He said he 
has been a switch-hitter since high school. 
 
MLB.com 
Beede's progress to continue in Minors 
Chris Haft 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Tyler Beede proved he can strike out Major League hitters. Sustaining a thorough 
effort against them must wait for another time, as the Giants' 10-1 loss Sunday to the Padres 
demonstrated. 
 
The Padres treated Beede like the novice he was, scoring five runs off him in 3 2/3 innings. 
Three of the six hits he yielded were doubles. A two-out walk he issued in the third inning 
generated a pair of Padres runs. The right-hander did amass six strikeouts, which gave him 
something positive to cling to. 
 
"My stuff plays," said Beede, the Giants' No. 1 selection in the 2014 Draft. "It's just a matter of 
being more polished later in the count." 
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Not surprisingly, Giants manager Bruce Bochy announced after the club's third straight defeat 
that Beede would be optioned back down to Triple-A Sacramento. There, he can continue his 
development and gain more of an understanding of what he tried to do in two starts with the 
Giants. Besides, Johnny Cueto will rejoin the starting rotation Tuesday and Jeff Samardzija will 
shortly follow. The Giants have no need for Beede right now, especially in his current state. 
 
Bochy said Beede will focus on the bookends of pitching: getting ahead of hitters more 
frequently in the count, and then putting them away. This is particularly a must with runners on 
base. 
 
"That's when you have to make your pitches," Bochy said. "We were living in the heart of the 
plate. That doesn't work." 
 
Not much worked for Beede. Christian Villanueva doubled home two runs in the third inning 
before Jose Pirela and Freddy Galvis drilled consecutive run-scoring hits in the fourth, finishing 
Beede -- but only temporarily. 
 
"I have a lot of confidence coming out of these two starts," Beede said. "It's just a matter of 
going down there and refining some things." 
 
Other aspects of the Giants' performance looked troubling. 
 
Left-hander Josh Osich, who looked so promising as the season began, allowed two runs and 
three hits while walking one in 1 2/3 innings. His ERA ballooned to 6.14. 
 
San Francisco's erratic offense mustered seven hits and scored only in the second inning off 
Padres starter Joey Lucchesi. Nick Hundley singled, moved to third base on Evan Longoria's 
single and scored on Brandon Belt's sacrifice fly. 
 
The Giants lost three games in this four-game series as their fortunes at Petco Park continued 
to plummet. In their last six series here, the Giants have lost five and split one. 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
A prime example of how Beede can tighten up his game occurred with two outs in the third 
inning and the Giants leading, 1-0. Beede walked Galvis, leaving the door open for the Padres. 
Franchy Cordero singled, setting up Villanueva's two-run double. 
 
SOUND SMART 
Everything in the Giants-Padres season series changed in 2016, at least in terms of games 
played in San Diego. San Francisco swept the Padres in a three-game series May 17-19, and 
since then, the Giants have struggled at Petco Park, losing 20 of 25 games. 
 
UP NEXT 
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Following Monday's scheduled off-day, the Giants will confront the NL West-leading Arizona 
Diamondbacks in a three-game series beginning Tuesday at Phoenix's Chase Field. Cueto is 
expected to leave the disabled list to face left-hander Patrick Corbin. 
 
MLB.com 
Cueto set to return; Shark will continue rehab 
Chris Haft 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Johnny Cueto's season will begin again Tuesday. 
 
That night, Cueto will officially rejoin the Giants and face the D-backs, against whom he has 
posted an 11-3 record in 15 career starts. 
 
The Giants determined that Cueto recovered smoothly from the sprained left ankle he 
sustained in his April 4 start against Seattle, when he lasted six innings. His final tests included 
pitching to hitters and performing fielding drills on Saturday. He felt fine physically Sunday, 
cementing the Giants' opinion. 
 
• Manager Bruce Bochy said a sore right thumb kept catcher Buster Posey out of Sunday's 
starting lineup. Bochy reasoned that resting Sunday, combined with Monday's scheduled off-
day, should enable Posey to return healthy Tuesday. 
 
• Right-hander Jeff Samardzija won't be returning to the Major Leagues immediately. The 
Giants determined he should make another Minor League injury rehabilitation start after 
throwing 61 pitches in 2 2/3 innings Saturday in a game with Class A Advanced San Jose. 
Samardzija is recovering from a strained right pectoral muscle. 
 
MLB.com 
Padres, Giants celebrate Jackie's impact 
AJ Cassavell 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Seventy-one years after Jackie Robinson broke Major League Baseball's color 
barrier, the Giants and Rockies felt his impact as strongly as ever on Sunday afternoon at Petco 
Park. 
 
As has been tradition each April 15 since 2009, MLB celebrated Jackie Robinson Day with all 
players and on-field personnel wearing Jackie's iconic No. 42. The Padres recognized Robinson 
with a pregame tribute on their left-field videoboard. 
 
"League-wide, it's cool that we all unify, come together and recognize what Jackie Robinson 
meant for this game and for this country," said Padres right-hander Tyson Ross. "He broke 
through a color barrier that set the pace for the civil rights movement and the equality we all 
share now." 
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Ross touted Robinson's impact on the country and society well ahead of his impact on the sport 
of baseball. 
 
"There's a lot of power given to athletes and their ability to influence society, raising the 
consciousness of the people in this country," Ross said. "Everyone loves sports, and to see 
athletes take a stand, whether it's Jackie Robinson or some of the different causes people are 
standing up for in this era -- it's pretty cool." 
 
Said Giants outfielder Austin Jackson: "To understand what he did for the game and the 
magnitude of it is pretty special. The adversity he had to face as not only a player but also as a 
man, it takes a special person to be able to take that weight and carry it, and to be able to 
represent him and wear that 42 on your back is always a special moment for me and everybody 
in baseball. 
 
"It takes a special person to be able to endure what he had to endure." 
 
Jackie Robinson Day 2018 featured a handful of additional on-field uniform elements, including 
a commemorative patch on all team caps and jersey sleeves, socks emblazoned with "42," and 
a lightweight hooded fleece for batting practice and dugout wear featuring the "42" logo. MLB 
will donate all proceeds from the sale of such items to the Jackie Robinson Foundation. 
 
A handful of players on both teams sported commemorative cleats for the occasion, too. 
 
"The fact Jackie Robinson did what he did and was able to transcend the sport, change 
segregation in baseball and in the actual community at the time he did it, it was honestly 
something that still needs to be commemorated today," said Padres second baseman Carlos 
Asuaje. "Wearing his 42 means a lot, especially for minorities throughout baseball." 
 
NBC Sports Bay Area 
Tyler Beede optioned after Giants fall in series finale 
Alex Pavlovic 
 
SAN DIEGO — Tyler Beede slowly buttoned up and tucked in a blue shirt and then reached 
down to tug on fancy brown shoes. In his locker hung a suit jacket. It was an outfit that was 
ready for a big league flight to the next city, but Beede won’t be on that flight.  
 
The rookie was optioned back to Triple-A Sacramento after Sunday’s 10-1 loss to the Padres. 
The Giants likely will slide Jeff Samardzija back into the rotation at some point next week, but 
Bruce Bochy wouldn’t go as far as confirming that Sunday. His focus was on the loss, and on 
giving Beede some pointers as he headed back to the minors.  
 
“We think he needs to go down and continue to progress and work on some things we want 
him to work on,” Bochy said. 
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The Giants want Beede to execute better when he gets to two strikes, but they also want him 
to be a bit more cautious early in the count. Twice in the fourth inning, Beede gave up hits on 
first-strike pitches that caught too much of the zone. Bochy pointed out that the Padres have a 
young and aggressive lineup, and part of the maturation process for the young starter facing 
them is to know that.  
 
“It’s a four-game series and you’re watching the games, and hopefully you’re aware of that,” 
Bochy said. “Hitters are aggressive up here with men on base. That first pitch has to be a quality 
pitch, too.” 
 
Beede was charged with five earned in 3 2/3 innings. In two starts, he lasted just 7 2/3 innings, 
but he said he would take away as many positives as he could.  
 
“From this start to the last start, there was a lot of improvement with fastball command and 
the same thing with off-speed pitches,” he said. “It’s really just about polishing some things 
later in the count … my stuff plays, it’s just a matter of being more polished later in the count.” 
 
Beede will head down with an 0-1 record, but this one wasn’t close to all on him. The Giants 
went 0 for 8 with runners on scoring position. They struck out nine times in their first look at 
young lefty Joey Lucchesi. They played lackluster defense at times, making the kind of mistakes 
that made one wonder if some minds were already on the off day.  
 
The end result was a third straight loss, and yet another series loss here at Petco Park. Since the 
2016 All-Star break, when the Giants appeared to be a juggernaut, they have played here six 
times. They have lost five series and split the other.  
 
“It’s disappointing,” Bochy said. “We’ve been nicked up with this pitching staff and it showed 
up a little (today).” 
 
Johnny Cueto will return Tuesday and Samardzija could be back Saturday. But there are so 
many other leaks that won’t be filled by changes to the rotation. With three coming against the 
first place Diamondbacks and then three more against the surging Angels, the Giants would be 
well served to plug some of them soon. 
 
NBC Sports Bay Area 
Swelling in right thumb keeps Posey out vs Padres 
Alex Pavlovic 
 
SAN DIEGO -- The Giants will try to salvage a series split without their best bat.  
 
Buster Posey was out of Sunday's lineup because of swelling in his right thumb. Bruce Bochy 
said Posey will be able to start Tuesday, and he wanted to give him two full days off since the 
Giants have a travel day Monday.  
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When Posey returns, he'll catch Johnny Cueto. The right-hander's ankle felt good a day after he 
pitched a simulated game and he'll return to the rotation for the opener with the 
Diamondbacks. It at first seemed that Jeff Samardzija would be right behind him, but that's now 
up for discussion.  
 
Samardzija made a rehab start for the San Jose Giants on Saturday night and allowed six runs in 
the first inning while fighting command issues. He was much better after that, hitting 95 mph 
while piling up strikeouts late, and he reached 62 pitches. Still, Bochy said the staff is leaning 
toward having Samardzija (strained pectoral) make one more rehab start in the minors.  
 
--- Mac Williamson homered again Saturday. It was his fourth of the season, but don't expect 
him in the big league outfield anytime soon.  
 
"They haven't played that many games there, let's let these guys get some playing time and 
settled in, just like our guys," Bochy said. "Right now, we have no plans to make changes." 
 
--- Austin Slater has started taking grounders at first in Triple-A. Bochy said the staff wants 
Slater, who was drafted as a second baseman, to get more versatility. The Giants are pleased 
with the way Gorkys Hernandez and Gregor Blanco have played as big league backup 
outfielders, and Williamson is now ahead of Slater in the pecking line for an outfield call-up. So 
this should help his cause. 
 
The Athletic 
Down on the Farm: Double cycles, walk-offs, a Mac attack and more highlight the Giants' 
week in the minor leagues 
Melissa Lockard 
 
Two cycles in the same game proved to be just one of several exciting moments for the High-A 
San Jose Giants this week. Those moments, plus movement between the pitching staffs of San 
Francisco and Sacramento, and an offensive explosion from Mac Williamson highlight this week 
in the minor leagues for the Giants. 
 
All stats good through Sunday April 15. 
 
Sacramento River Cats (Triple-A, Pacific Coast League) 
Current Record: 5-6 
 
With several members of their pitching staff shuttling back and forth between Sacramento and 
San Francisco, it wasn’t surprising that the River Cats' pitching struggled this week, allowing an 
average of six runs per game. On the flip side, the Sacramento offense had some firepower, 
scoring 6.5 runs per game. Not surprisingly, they finished the week with four wins and four 
losses. 
 
Transactions 
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RHP Tyler Beede: Recalled to San Francisco on 4/10. The Giants' 2014 top pick made his major 
league debut on April 10, taking the spot in the rotation likely to be filled by Jeff Samardzija 
when he returns from a strained pectoral muscle. Beede allowed two runs in four innings in his 
big league debut and followed that up by allowing five runs in 3 2/3 innings against San Diego 
on Sunday. He was told after his second start that he would be officially optioned back to 
Sacramento on Monday. Beede showed promising stuff in his two starts with the Giants, but his 
command got him in trouble against big league hitters. 
 
LHP Andrew Suarez: Recalled to San Francisco on 4/11; optioned to Sacramento on 4/12. 
Johnny Cueto’s sore ankle left the Giants in need of a spot starter last week, and they called on 
Suarez to make his major league debut. The lefty acquitted himself well, allowing four runs in 5 
1/3 innings. He struck out seven and walked two. Suarez was sent back to Sacramento after his 
start, but he is likely to get another look – probably a longer one – with the Giants at some 
point this season. 
 
RHP Derek Law: Recalled to San Francisco on 4/12. After Suarez made his spot start, the Giants 
added another reliever, bringing up the veteran Law, who had yet to make an appearance for 
Sacramento this season. He did pitch for the Giants this week, allowing two runs in 2 1/3 
innings over two appearances. 
 
RHP Roberto Gómez: Until April 10, when Beede made his debut, the Giants didn’t need a fifth 
starter. so they were able to carry a larger bullpen. Once the Giants returned to a five-man 
rotation, Gómez was the odd-man out. The right-hander impressed the Giants coaching staff in 
his brief time with the club, especially in a two-inning performance on April 9 against the 
Diamondbacks, the day before he was optioned back to the minors. Gómez has allowed a run in 
three innings since joining Sacramento. 
 
LHP Steven Okert: Recalled to San Francisco on 4/10; optioned to Sacramento on 4/11. Before 
the Giants activated Suarez for his debut, they carried Okert as an extra reliever. He didn’t 
make an appearance before returning to Sacramento. 
 
LHP Conner Menez: Assigned to Sacramento from San Jose on 4/12; returned to San Jose on 
4/13. With Suarez called up to the big leagues, the River Cats borrowed veteran San Jose starter 
Menez to take Suarez’s turn in the rotation. He allowed four runs in four innings, walking four 
and striking out one. 
 
Notable Performances 
 
OF Mac Williamson: It’s Williamson’s world and we’re all just livin’ in it so far this season. 
Williamson homered in four straight games this week and had 11 hits in 21 at-bats. For the 
season, Williamson has a .548/.659/1.129 line with five home runs in nine games. He’s also 
walked seven times against only four strikeouts. Williamson was impressive this spring in big 
league camp, showing off new hitting mechanics. If Hunter Pence continues to struggle, the 
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Giants may turn to Williamson in left field. 
 
OF Chris Shaw: Shaw is also putting himself in that left-field discussion. He has 13 hits in his first 
42 at-bats (.310 BA) and he’s homered three times. On the flip side, Shaw’s strikeout numbers 
jumped considerably this week. He has three straight multi-strikeout games and 16 in 10 games 
this season. 
 
OF Austin Slater: Slater is keeping up with the Joneses in the River Cats outfield. He’s off to a 
red-hot start, with a .423/.516/.731 line in 26 at-bats. The River Cats are crowded in the 
outfield, so Slater has been getting work at first base in pregame drills and could debut there in 
a game in the near term. 
 
OF Steven Duggar: After a rough first week of the season, Duggar had better results this week 
at the plate, going 8 for 24 (.333 BA) with three walks. All three of those walks came on 
Saturday in a game in which Duggar reached base five times. 
 
IF Alen Hanson: Hanson finished the week with three straight two-hit games, upping his season 
average to .414. He hit his first home run on Sunday. Hanson has 133 games of big league 
experience and is positioning himself to be an option if the Giants have an injury to one of their 
middle infielders. 
 
3B Chase D’Arnaud: D’Arnaud homered twice on Wednesday and is 8 for 19 over his last four 
games. He’s seen time at third, short and first base this season. 
 
UT Myles Schroder: The versatile Schroder played every position but pitcher for Double-A 
Richmond in 2017. On Sunday, he finally got an opportunity on the mound, throwing 1 1/3 
innings for the River Cats in a loss to Tacoma. He didn’t allow a hit and he struck out one. The 
Diablo Valley College alum has five hits in eight at-bats this season. 
 
Richmond Flying Squirrels (Double-A, Eastern League) 
Current Record: 7-3 
 
The Flying Squirrels are red hot, winning six of their last seven games. All but one of those wins 
have been by two runs or less. The Richmond staff has a 2.86 ERA despite leading the league in 
home runs allowed (11). Their six saves are tops in the league. Richmond has needed the good 
pitching, as they are batting only .204 as a team. In general, the Eastern League is off to a poor 
start offensively, with three teams batting under .200 and half of the teams batting under .220. 
 
Transactions 
 
C John Riley: Assigned to Richmond from Low-A Augusta on 4/15. Riley appeared in only two 
games for the GreenJackets before he was moved up to Richmond. Catcher Aramis Garcia 
suffered a hand injury on Saturday but isn’t on the disabled list yet. Riley will act as insurance 
while Garcia heals. A solid defender, Riley is making his first appearance on a roster above the 
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High-A level. 
 
RHP Jordan Johnson: With the Giants needing to add a third catcher to the Richmond roster, 
they moved Johnson to the extended spring training roster on Saturday. Johnson threw six 
innings and hit a home run in his outing on Friday. He is likely to return to the Richmond roster 
before his next start. 
 
OF Daniel Carbonell: Released on 4/11. Carbonell signed with the Giants out of Cuba to a $1 
million major league contract in 2014, but he never lived up to expectations. He always hit well 
in High-A, posting a .294 BA in 190 games with San Jose. However, he never found his way in 
the upper levels. In 115 games with Richmond, Carbonell, 27, hit .188. He was 1 for 14 at the 
time of his release. He is now a free agent. 
 
2B Miguel Gómez: Assigned to Richmond from Sacramento on 4/9. Gómez went straight from 
Richmond to the big leagues last season, and finally made his Triple-A debut earlier this year. 
He was 1 for 11 in three games with Sacramento before the demotion. With the River Cats 
loaded up on veteran infielders, Gómez will get more playing time in Richmond. He has already 
appeared in four games for the Flying Squirrels since being sent down.  
 
Notable Performances 
 
SS Ryan Howard: Richmond’s offensive woes haven’t impacted Howard. He has a seven-game 
hitting streak and he has upped his season average to .368 with a .442 OBP. The Missouri alum 
has a home run and two doubles and he’s swiped five bags in five opportunities. 
 
RHP Shaun Anderson: Anderson had another strong outing this week, allowing three runs in six 
innings in a loss to Hartford. He struck out six and didn’t walk a batter. He has 13 strikeouts and 
two walks over 11 innings to start the season. 
 
RHP Matt Gage: Gage and his magnificent mustache have allowed three earned runs in 11 
innings to start the season. He has 11 strikeouts and no walks in two starts. 
 
3B Jonah Arenado: Arenado put a rough first week behind him with six hits in 19 at-bats this 
week (.316 BA). One of those hits was his first Double-A home run. 
 
RHP Ray Black: Black has thrown only 2 2/3 innings this season, but they have all been of the 
high-leverage variety. He leads the team with three saves and hasn’t allowed a run or a walk. 
He’s given up just one hit and he has seven strikeouts. 
 
San Jose Giants (High-A, California League) 
Current Record: 7-4 
 
San Jose had a week to remember. On Wednesday, two Giants’ hitters completed the cycle in 
the same game. Then those same two prospects hit walk-off home runs in back-to-back games, 
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with Jalen Miller connecting on Saturday night and Gio Brusa on Sunday afternoon. Both home 
runs came with the Giants down one and down to their last out. The Giants have won three in a 
row and five of their last seven. 
 
Transactions 
 
RHP Jeff Samardzija: Began a rehab assignment with San Jose on 4/14. Samardzija made his first 
official appearance since injuring his right pectoral muscle during spring training. Facing the 
Stockton Ports on Saturday, Samardzija was rocked for six runs in the first inning, four of them 
coming on a grand slam by A’s prospect Nate Mondou. Samardzija would work another 1 2/3 
scoreless innings after the first, but his final line was ugly: 2 2/3 IP, 5 H, 6 R, 2 BB, 5 K. Despite 
the rough outing, Samardzija could still return to the Giants rotation next week. 
 
LHP Will Smith: Began a rehab assignment with San Jose on 4/12. Smith is making his way back 
from Tommy John surgery and the Giants are hoping to have him back in their bullpen by May. 
He made two appearances against Stockton, one on Thursday and one on Sunday. He allowed 
two runs on four hits in 1 2/3 innings. Smith struck out three and didn’t walk a batter. 
 
LHP Caleb Baragar: Assigned to San Jose from extended spring training on 4/12. With Menez in 
Sacramento to make a spot start in Suarez’s place, the Giants sent Baragar to San Jose to take 
Menez’s spot in the rotation on Thursday. He threw four innings, allowing three runs on four 
hits in a loss to Stockton. Baragar spent all of last season with Low-A Augusta. He was a ninth-
round pick in 2016. 
 
Notable Performances 
 
SS/2B Jalen Miller: How do you follow-up a cycle? How about a walk-off home run in the 11th 
inning three days later. Miller hit for the cycle on Wednesday night and then knocked a two-
run, walk-off home run against A’s prospect Miguel Romero on Saturday. Miller went 11 for 29 
this week with two home runs and eight RBIs. 
 
1B/OF Gio Brusa: Not to be outdone by Miller, Brusa followed in his cycle-partner’s footsteps 
on Sunday, hitting a two-out, two-run home run off of Brandon Marsonek to give San Jose 
another stunning extra-inning win over Stockton. Brusa went 9 for 27 this week. He already has 
three home runs and 11 RBIs in 10 games this season. 
 
RHP Melvin Adon: Adon made two starts this week, reaching the sixth inning in both outings. All 
told, he allowed four runs in 11 2/3 innings. He struck out six and walked three. The one home 
run he gave up was to rehabbing big leaguer Chad Pinder. 
 
OF Jacob Heyward: Heyward has hit safely in all eight games he has played in this season. The 
big right-hander has 11 hits in 32 at-bats and two of those hits are home runs. He also has 
walked four times and has only four strikeouts. 
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IF Frandy de la Rosa: De la Rosa hit three home runs this week. The 22-year-old also has two 
triples this season and five walks in 10 games. 
 
OF Sandro Fabian: Fabian started off the week with a bang, collecting six hits in 16 at-bats. He 
went 0 for 7 to end the week and is batting .237 with a .275 OBP to start the year. 
 
RHP Raffi Vizcaino: Vizcaino was effectively wild in two outings this week for San Jose. In nine 
innings over those two appearances, he didn’t allow a run, gave up only four hits and he struck 
out 10. However, he walked five. Vizcaino changes his release point to create deception for the 
hitter and his fastball topped out at 94 mph on Monday, according to San Jose broadcaster Joe 
Ritzo. 
 
Augusta GreenJackets (Low-A, South Atlantic League) 
Current Record: 6-4 
 
Rain postponed Augusta’s Sunday tilt with Lexington. That game was to be the final in the first 
four-game series in the history of SRP Park. The GreenJackets went 1-2 in their first three games 
at the new ballpark. Augusta has a three-game series against Kannapolis at home before they 
head out on the road on Thursday. 
 
Notable Performances 
 
OF Malique Ziegler: Ziegler homered in back-to-back days to start the week. He had six hits in 
11 at-bats over the first three games of the week before going 0 for 11 to end the week. 
Despite the last three games, Ziegler is off to a strong start. He has 10 hits and seven walks in 
45 plate appearances for a .400 OBP. Five of his 10 hits have gone for extra bases and he’s 
driven in six. 
 
LHP John Gavin: Gavin, an eighth-round pick last season out of Cal State Fullerton, threw five 
no-hit innings in his start on Thursday. He struck out eight and walked one in the outing. Gavin 
has yet to allow an earned run in 25 2/3 innings as a pro, dating back to last year. 
 
RHP Jason Bahr: Bahr went only three innings in his first start of the season, but he lasted into 
the sixth inning in his second outing. In 5 2/3 innings, Bahr didn’t allow a run. He gave up just 
two hits and a walk and he struck out nine. Bahr was the Giants’ fifth-round pick last season. 
 
OF Heliot Ramos: The Giants’ top prospect has an eight-game hitting streak and is batting .250 
for the season. He had two-hit games on Thursday and Friday, his first multi-hit games of the 
season. Ramos is still looking for his first walk and he has 14 strikeouts, but struggles are to be 
expected for the 18-year-old playing full-season ball for the first time. 
 
LHP Joey Marciano: Marciano dominated in two starts this week, allowing only one run on six 
hits across 11 innings. He walked one and struck out four. Marciano was a senior signee out of 
Southern Illinois last season (36th-round pick), but he’s impressed in his pro career thus far. 
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1B Ryan Kirby: Kirby homered twice and hit safely in five of six games he played in this week. 
He’s still batting only .216 with a .318 OBP, but he has a .459 SLG. 
 
The Athletic 
Giants caught flat-footed in San Diego, and it won't get any easier from here 
Andrew Baggarly 
 
SAN DIEGO — If you love a good underdog story, the Padres are your team — and not just 
because they play home games in a place called Petco Park. 
 
The left-handed pitcher who made his fourth career start Sunday afternoon, Joey Lucchesi, is an 
East Bay native who wasn’t recruited out of Newark Memorial High and had to walk on to the 
team at Chabot College. 
 
The round-faced third baseman, Christian Villanueva, signed as a six-year minor league free 
agent and once sustained a season-ending leg fracture while taking routine ground balls. The 
unlikely leadoff man, Jose Pirela, is another minor league free agent — who signed with the 
Padres after they had released him once. 
 
Cory Spangenberg is the kind of player who will stand on first base, notice that the second 
baseman is flat-footed for an instant and decide to steal. While the pitcher is still holding the 
ball on the mound. 
 
They are an endearing bunch. They are the kind of team you could have fun rooting for, even if 
they finish in last place. 
 
The ragtag Padres are supposed to lose again this season. 
 
And again, the Giants cannot beat them. 
 
Lucchesi folded his body like a paper airplane while using deception to set a career high with 
nine strikeouts. Villanueva tagged Tyler Beede for a two-run double and greeted Josh Osich 
with a home run. Pirela doubled, tripled and drove in three. 
 
And the Padres most assuredly caught the Giants flat-footed. 
 
Maybe it’s the extra weight in their wallets. The Giants’ $200 million payroll is more than 
double what the Padres are spending. 
 
It isn’t buying much in San Diego. The Giants got boat-raced 10-1 on Sunday and dropped three 
of four at Petco Park. It marks their sixth consecutive trip here without taking a series victory, 
despite all the orange dotting the stands. 
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Their struggles against the Padres are emblematic of their steep slide that began with the 2016 
All-Star break. The Giants were 9-0 against the Padres in the first half of that season. Since then, 
they are 10-23 against them. 
 
It is a stumble that the Giants simply could not afford as they sought to get off to a fast start 
despite an arduous schedule in April that includes 17 of their first 28 games against the NL 
West-favored Dodgers and Diamondbacks while also mixing in a series against the NL East-
favored Washington Nationals. 
 
With most major league games snowed out across the Midwest, the sun was out in San Diego. 
And the Giants failed to make hay. 
 
They even struggled to match the Padres at a time when two of San Diego’s best hitters, Wil 
Myers and Manuel Margot, are on the disabled list. First baseman Eric Hosmer sat out Sunday 
with back tightness, too. 
 
But whether it’s Villanueva or Ryan Schimpf or Hector Sanchez, it doesn’t seem to matter 
whom the Padres throw out there against the Giants. They will turn on mistakes and bash 
forearms in the dugout. 
 
They knocked Beede back to the minor leagues. The Giants optioned the right-handed rookie to 
Triple-A Sacramento after he failed to make it through the fourth inning. The Giants aren’t sure 
if Jeff Samardzija will be ready to take the ball Saturday in Anaheim, and it’s not an option to 
bring back Andrew Suarez. (It would be the 10th and final day he must remain in the minors, 
unless he replaces an injured player.) 
 
But they’ve seen enough in Beede’s two starts to determine that he isn’t ready for another one. 
 
It’s a challenge to pinpoint where Beede went wrong. 
 
Maybe he and catcher Nick Hundley were too predictable? Beede struck out Franchy Cordero 
and Villanueva in the first inning, but when he started them off with the same pitches in the 
third — changeup to Cordero, sinker to Villanueva — the hitters pounced to give the Padres a 
2-1 lead. (Give the Padres credit, though, because this wasn’t the first time in this series that 
they made an adjustment and got hyper-aggressive the second time through the lineup. They 
went into ambush mode against Ty Blach on Friday, too.) 
 
Maybe he nibbled too much with two strikes? Each of the three walks he issued came after 
he’d gotten ahead 0-2 or 1-2 – including the two-out walk he issued to Freddy Galvis that 
preceded those two hits in the third. 
 
Manager Bruce Bochy settled on the simplest answer: he wasn’t locating. That appeared to be 
the case in the fourth when Chase Headley drew a leadoff walk and then Spangenberg and 
Pirela mashed RBI doubles. 
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And that’s what Bochy saw on those two ambush swings in the third, too. 
 
“Well, that’s because of where the pitches were,” Bochy said. “It’s a four-game series and 
you’re watching the games. He just didn’t execute the pitches.” 
 
Bochy hoped to coax Beede through the fourth inning because the pitcher’s spot was due up 
second in the fifth. After Galvis scored Pirela with a threaded single up the middle, though, the 
manager had to lumber out for the baseball. 
 
Beede appeared upbeat with reporters despite having just met with Bochy and learning of his 
demotion. Bochy told the rookie that he saw progress from a debut outing in which he issued 
five walks in four innings. Then Bochy gave Beede his marching orders, using the word “polish” 
more frequently than a car wash cashier. 
 
“Just gotta polish up some things,” Bochy said. “There are some things we want him to 
continue to work on. He got ahead better but executing pitches, making good pitches, that’s 
what winning pitchers do. They make pitches in traffic. 
 
“We were living in the heart of the plate, and that won’t work.” 
 
Against the Padres, it hasn’t worked for awhile now. 
 
The Padres’ shiniest emblem flashed in the second inning, even though it did not lead to a run. 
Spangenberg had reached when he beat out a potential double-play grounder. Beede knew he 
was a threat to run. He threw over to first base once and kept glancing in his direction. 
 
But as he came set with a 1-0 count to the next batter, Hundley began waving his arms and 
pointing to second base. Beede turned and pinged his eyes between his two middle infielders, 
neither of whom were in immediate position to take a throw. That forced hesitation made the 
difference as Spangenberg arrived ahead of the ball and Joe Panik’s tag. 
 
The Giants weren’t playing an infield shift at the time, either. Spangenberg just saw a crack of 
daylight and went for it. 
 
It’s not as if the Giants are mailing it in. But they might learn something from watching how the 
Padres pushed the envelope. 
 
When you’re missing your top three starters plus two key relievers, when your offense is 
struggling to find consistency, and when Buster Posey needs a day because of an inflamed right 
thumb, you’d better darn well execute and do the little things right. But whether it’s 
baserunning or getting down sacrifice bunts or putting the ball in play to score a runner from 
third with less than two outs, the Giants simply haven’t been very good this season. 
 



17 

 

Maybe that explains why the pitchers were on the field for an oddly-timed bunting session less 
than 90 minutes prior to Sunday’s first pitch. (And yes, if you are Derek Holland, a rare switch-
hitting pitcher, you absolutely practice bunting from both sides of the plate.) 
 
The Giants had better start raising their game, and fast. Because if they go to Arizona on 
Tuesday and get swept at Chase Field, they would find themselves eight games back in the NL 
West. It would be hard to ask Giants fans to stomach another last-place season. 
 
Everyone loves an underdog. But there is nothing endearing about an underachiever. 
 
The Athletic 
Giants Analytics: Stratton's gem, McCutchen's rise, Pence's struggles 
Owen Poindexter 
 
With more games under their belt, the Giants are coming into focus a bit with more players 
finding their level. For the most part, that's a good thing, as some of their veterans are brushing 
off early season slumps. 
 
However, as Sunday's blowout loss illustrates, you can have a lot of the right ingredients, but 
the final result isn't always going to pan out. With series losses to the Diamondbacks and the 
Padres, it's been a tough week for the Giants, even as their lineup takes shape. 
 
Stratton’s gem 
Chris Stratton one-hit the Padres over seven innings on Thursday, and the offense did its part 
for an easy 7-0 win. Were the sterling results due to a weak lineup and some batted ball luck or 
was he doing something different? Yes. 
 
One hit on 17 balls in play is always going to involve some luck, and the Padres lineup is a work 
in progress. Stratton's strikeout and walk rates were normal (and far from dominant). That’s the 
case for Stratton being his normal self, and it’s fairly compelling. But not everything was the 
same. Here are some stats from his three starts this year: 
 

BABIP  Sw Strk % Swing % O-Contact % Z-Contact % 
Game 1 0.250  8  40.9%  69.2%  75% 
Game 2 0.235  8  37.5%  62.5%  84% 
Game 3 0.048  11.9  48.0%  76.2%  87% 
 
Let’s go left to right. The BABIP I mentioned before, but you can see that this isn’t normal for 
him. He got more swings and misses and more swings period. The fact that his contact rate in 
the zone (Z-Contact) went down and out of the zone (O-Contact) went up is probably a random 
blip — which is to say I don’t know what else it would be — but I threw it in there in case it’s 
somehow connected to the other big change, which is the horizontal motion of each of his 
pitches: 
 



18 

 

FA-x CH-x SL-x CU-x 
Game 1 -0.9 -5.1 4.7 9.8 
Game 2 -0.6 -4.4 4.8 9.2 
Game 3 -5.4 -8.1 1.5 7.5 
 
Look less at the size of the numbers and more at the difference between his third start and his 
first two. Weird, right? We don’t expect pitchers to be the same every time out (or we do, but 
we shouldn’t), but this start still feels like a puzzle: his fastball and change moved a lot more 
and his slider and cutter moved a lot less. He also threw his fastball two-thirds of the time, 
which is his highest percentage so far. It seems like Stratton had a little extra something on his 
fastball and leaned into that more than usual. 
 
What makes all these little differences intriguing is in how well he managed contact this start. 
Stratton probably won’t be a big strikeout guy in general, so anything he can do to make batted 
balls more harmless will be key to his success. It’ll be interesting to see if any of these changes 
stick, even for one more start. 
 
McCutchen is back 
See if you can guess who these two players are. 
 

AVG OBP SLG LD % wRC+ 
Player A .083 .120 .125 11.1 -33 
Player B .286 .390 .486 38.5 143 
 
Player A is Andrew McCutchen from the start of the season to April 6, and Player B is 
McCutchen since then. This is mostly just to say that if you were worried about him after his 
slow start, you can stop. Here’s his line from last year, which provides a good baseline for what 
to expect going forward. 
 

AVG OBP SLG LD % wRC+ 
McCutchen 2017 .279 .363 .486 22.5 122 
 
He is striking out more this year than he has historically, but he’s also showing that he can 
balance that out by hitting a lot of line drives. Those will come down again, but not to what he 
was doing at the start of the year. With McCutchen performing, he forms a solid core of the 
lineup with Buster Posey, Joe Panik and Brandon Belt. 
 
Struggling? Take a walk 
Hunter Pence, Evan Longoria and Austin Jackson are all off to rough starts. What they all have in 
common: none of them are walking. All three are well below their career averages (as was 
McCutchen to start the year). Combine that with not a lot of power and it’s hard to be 
productive. 
 
All three are swinging more, with Pence showing an increased tendency to swing at pitches out 
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of the zone (and in the zone). His exit velocity is also down a little. Longoria and Jackson I’m not 
overly worried about just yet — especially Longoria, who is starting to show signs of life — but 
Pence I’m guessing is not 100 percent. 
 
Relief aces 
Until Cory Gearrin gave up a go-ahead home run to Hunter Renfroe on Saturday, he had 
combined with Tony Watson to be the unexpected saviors of the bullpen. Prior to Renfroe’s 
two-run shot, the duo had yet to give up a run, and have sparkling strikeout and walk numbers: 
Gearrin has a 36.4 K%, and a 9.1 BB%, and Watson is a tick better: 38.5 K%, 7.7 BB%. 
 
Gearrin, with his sidearm motion, has shown significant platoon splits over his career, but given 
that he throws from the right side, there are plenty of opportunities to deploy him. Watson, a 
lefty, is almost as effective against righties. That is in part due to his sinker, the pitch he throws 
the most, which can work against batters on both sides, and has been almost unhittable so far 
this year. 
 
It’s unlikely that either has truly found a new level, but with Mark Melancon out and Josh Osich 
struggling, Gearrin and especially Watson have been key pieces. 


