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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Angels finish final trip of the season with 5th straight loss 

By Jeff Fletcher 

HOUSTON — The Angels are bringing an ugly losing streak home to begin what will likely be Mike 
Scioscia’s final week as manager. 

The Angels’ 6-2 loss to the Houston Astros on Sunday was their fifth in a row on the final trip of the 
season, dropping the team to 75-81, a season-worst six games under .500. 

In Scioscia’s first 17 years, the Angels never had back-to-back losing seasons. At the end of his 10-year 
contract, Scioscia is facing the possibility of three straight losing seasons unless the Angels can win their 
final six to finish at .500. They have three against the Texas Rangers starting Monday, followed by three 
against the Oakland A’s starting Friday. 

Making matters even worse, Andrelton Simmons left the game with sore right knee after he tumbled 
awkwardly after fielding a bouncer and making a throw in the seventh inning. Simmons walked gingerly 
for a few minutes before coming out of the game. 

“It doesn’t feel horrible, it doesn’t feel great,” Simmons said after the game. “It doesn’t necessarily feel 
like there is something major going on. We just have to wait till tomorrow to see if the soreness goes 
away.” 

Simmons said he is “hoping” he will be able to play on Monday. 

The Angels are hoping they can get some better pitching that what they’ve seen during this unsightly 
losing streak. 

The Angels gave up 58 runs in the five losses, two at Oakland and three in Houston. That included a 
franchise-record four straight games allowing at least 10 runs. The Angels even gave up seven runs in 
the game they won, on Tuesday. 

“I think there’s a lot of youth on the field, a lot of youth in the bullpen,” Scioscia said. “There will be 
growing pains. The guys still have their stuff. We went through that one week where we were getting at 
least to a certain point in the game with our starters and we were winning games. That evaporated this 
week. It was tough.” 

Jaime Barría pitched five innings on Saturday, and no other Angels starter on this trip lasted more than 
four innings. 

Skaggs started this one on a pitch count of 65, he said. It was just his second outing since returning from 
a month on the disabled list. He lasted just 54, coming out after 2-1/3 innings with four runs on the 
board. 
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“His stuff looked good,” Scioscia said. “I thought he had good life on his fastball, but he never 
commanded counts the way he needed to. He couldn’t get to where he could use his secondary pitches 
as out pitches. Those guys did a good job in the batters’ box against him.” 

Skaggs gave up a two-run homer to Yuli Gurriel in the first inning on a curve that he hoped to bounce, 
but left up. An out later, Marwin Gonzalez doubled down the left-field line. He scored on Evan Gattis’ 
single. 

After a perfect second, Skaggs gave up another run in the third, on two hits and a hit batter, and his day 
was over. 

“I felt good,” he said. “I made some good pitches and some bad pitches. Overall, a rough day. They hit 
my mistakes. Falling behind in the count, it’s tough to pitch against a team like this.” 

 

Angels’ Kole Calhoun slumping, or is it more like regressing? 

By Jeff Fletcher 

HOUSTON — The feel-good story of Kole Calhoun 2.0 has taken a turn in the last few weeks. 

Manager Mike Scioscia didn’t seem concerned, however, that the Angels right fielder is slipping from the 
mechanical changes to that led to him having the best stretch of his career in the first three months 
after he came off the disabled list. 

“If you expect a guy to have his timing and be in synch every at-bat for the rest of his life, that’s not the 
human element,” Scioscia said before Sunday’s game. “Of course there are going to be some times 
where you’re not quite where you want to be. It’s more of a timing issue than anything with Kole.” 

After collecting one hit in four at-bats on Sunday, Calhoun has two hits in his last 45 at-bats, with 18 
strikeouts. 

It may simply be the natural regression that was due after Calhoun’s first 70 games following a stint on 
the disabled list and a dramatic swing change. He hit .276 with 17 homers and an .896 OPS in those 257 
at-bats. 

That’s half a season of elite production. 

The current slump has dropped Calhoun 2.0 to .243 with 18 homers and an .790 OPS since coming back 
on June 18. Those are still numbers the Angels would take over a full season. The major league average 
OPS out of right field this season is .768. 

Scioscia said Calhoun still has his swing and his mechanics where he wants them, but the timing is just 
off. 

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/08/09/how-the-angels-kole-calhoun-turned-his-season-around/
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“He has hit balls harder than (his average lately), there’s no doubt about it,” Scioscia said. “There’s not a 
lot to show for it.” 

Calhoun’s average exit velocity from the time he came off the DL to his recent slump was 92.1 mph. 
During the 2-for-45 skid, it’s 95.9 mph. One significant difference is that he’s been striking out more, 
once every 2.5 at-bats instead of once every 3.6 at-bats. 

Five of the 18 strikeouts in the last two weeks have been called third strikes, and not all good calls. He 
was called out on strikes just 10 times in the previous three months. 

ALSO 

Mike Trout had the day off for the second consecutive Sunday, interrupting a streak in which he’d 
homered in five of his previous six games. Trout has 38 homers, with six games to go in the regular 
season after Sunday. … 

Shohei Ohtani has three hits — all singles — in his last 22 at-bats. He had one hit in 12 at-bats over the 
weekend against the Astros. Ohtani is still hitting .281 with a .924 OPS and 20 homers in 302 at-bats… 

Jose Fernández was out of the lineup a day after suffering a hand contusion when he was hit by a pitch 
on Saturday. Scioscia said Fernández will be evaluated again to see if he can play on Monday. He has 
become the Angels’ everyday first baseman since Albert Pujols had season-ending surgery. … 

The Angels finished 38-43 on the road, after winning 13 of their first 16 road games. They did not lose a 
series on the road until May 25-27. 

UP NEXT 

Angels (RHP Felix Peña, 3-5, 4.20) vs. Rangers (RHP Adrian Sampson, 0-2, 4.09), 7 p.m., Monday, Fox 
Sports West, KLAA (830 AM). 

 

Rookie starter Jaime Barria continues to impress Angels 

By Jeff Fletcher 

HOUSTON — A night that ended with a few Angels rookies letting the game get away began with 
another rookie continuing to show he’s one of the season’s bright spots. 

On Saturday night, Jaime Barría gave up one run in five innings against a Houston Astros team that has 
now seen him four times. 

Barría has a 2.57 ERA against the Astros, better than his 3.54 overall ERA through 25 starts. 

https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/statcast_search?hfPT=&hfAB=strikeout%7C&hfBBT=&hfPR=called%5C.%5C.strike%7C&hfZ=&stadium=&hfBBL=&hfNewZones=&hfGT=R%7C&hfC=2strikes%7C&hfSea=2018%7C&hfSit=&player_type=batter&hfOuts=&opponent=&pitcher_throws=&batter_stands=&hfSA=&game_date_gt=2018-09-11&game_date_lt=2018-09-22&hfInfield=&team=&position=&hfOutfield=&hfRO=&home_road=&batters_lookup%5B%5D=594777&hfFlag=&hfPull=&metric_1=&hfInn=&min_pitches=0&min_results=0&group_by=name&sort_col=pitches&player_event_sort=h_launch_speed&sort_order=desc&min_pas=0#results_pitchChart_name_594777_
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“He’s made adjustments along the way,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “I think he has great feel on the 
mound. He pitched well with his fastball again. He kept those guys off balance. He didn’t use as many 
changeups, but the slider was good. He definitely gave us a chance to win.” 

Barría walked three and hit a batter, and he got bailed out by the Angels recording outs on the bases 
twice. He needed 96 pitches to get through five innings. 

He was in a particularly tough spot in the fifth inning. With the Angels trailing 1-0, the Astros had 
runners at first and third with one out and the heart of the order due. 

Barría got Alex Bregman on a popup and then the Angels called a pitchout and threw out José Altuve 
trying to steal second. 

Barría escaped with a performance the Angels needed after their starters had been hit hard three games 
in a row. He has allowed three earned runs or fewer in 20 of his 25 starts. 

“I thought his stuff was as good as we’ve seen in the last three or four starts,” Scioscia said. “It picked 
up. He hit his spots. He had to work hard to get through five. I thought he did a good job.” 

FERNANDEZ HURT 

Jose Fernandez was hit in the right hand by a Justin Verlander pitch in the first inning and came out of 
the game. X-rays showed no fracture, and Fernandez is considered day to day. 

He’s essentially become the Angels’ everyday first baseman in the three weeks since Albert Pujols 
underwent season-ending surgery. 

Fernandez had played only 27 games at first in the last two years in the minors, and seven in his eight 
years playing in Cuba. He was at in the lineup at first for the 26th game with the Angels, but he came out 
before taking the field. 

Previously a second baseman, Fernandez has impressed Scioscia with his ability to adapt at firsts. He 
also plays third. 

“He’s worked extremely hard,” Scioscia said. “He worked hard in spring training. He worked hard at 
Triple-A. He’s applied himself. This is the first time he’s played first base. You start to see things come a 
little more natural to him. A player always wants to continue to improve and work, and I know he will.” 

DINGERS 

The Angels have hit 202 homers, the second most in franchise history. They are fifth in the league, 
ahead of the Boston Red Sox (195) and Houston Astros (194). 

“I think the guys that are supposed to drive the ball are driving the ball,” Scioscia said. “As far as the 
depth of our lineup, it has been a challenge because of some guys having rough first halves, and some 
guys were traded so less experienced guys have played.” 
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Despite the homers, the Angels have scored 4.46 runs per game, which is just below league average. 
Their .314 on-base percentage and .414 slugging percentage are both just below the league averages of 
.318 and .416. 

UP NEXT 

Angels (LHP Tyler Skaggs, 8-8, 3.69) at Astros (RHP Charlie Morton, 15-3, 3.15), 11 a.m., Sunday, Fox 
Sports West, KLAA (830 AM). 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Skaggs struggles as Halos drop road finale 

Left-hander allows 4 runs over 2 1/3 vs. defending champions 

By Alyson Footer 

HOUSTON -- The Angels' series finale in Houston on Sunday probably wasn't intended to be a "bullpen 
game," but after starting pitcher Tyler Skaggs lasted just 2 1/3 innings, the contest ended up in the 
hands of the relievers. 

The outcome was better than in previous days. Though the Angels lost, 6-2, the day wasn't without small 
victories: They ended their club-record streak of allowing 10 or more runs at four games, and they held 
the Astros somewhat in check after the first inning, avoiding the late-game meltdowns that had plagued 
them the night before. 

"We've used more bullpen innings than anybody, with the exception of Tampa Bay," manager Mike 
Scioscia said with a slight chuckle, referring to the Rays use of an "opener" instead of a starter. "There's 
a lot of pitches we've had to throw, and for the most part, they've kept us in games and done a good 
job." 

Skaggs, who said he was on a pitch count of 65, lasted 2 1/3 innings, totaling 54 pitches. He gave up 
three runs in the first, including a two-run homer by Yuli Gurriel that came on a 1-2 curveball. 

"I wanted to bounce it," Skaggs said. "I did that about three times today -- I threw a few curveballs that I 
wanted to bounce, and I didn't. It's just frustrating." 

Seven Angels pitchers absorbed the final 5 2/3 innings, allowing three runs on seven hits. They 
contained many of the Astros' most dangerous hitters, including Jose Altuve, who was limited to a first-
inning leadoff walk and an infield hit in the eighth. Altuve grounded out in the fourth while facing Cam 
Bedrosian and hit into a double play to end the sixth against Deck McGuire. 

Through their six-game road trip, Angels relievers have accounted for 29 innings. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/493329/yuli-gurriel
http://m.mlb.com/player/514888/jose-altuve
http://m.mlb.com/player/592135/cam-bedrosian
http://m.mlb.com/player/592135/cam-bedrosian
http://m.mlb.com/player/592547/deck-mcguire
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"Our bullpen, we have a starter that's only gone three or four innings almost every time for the past 
seven days," Skaggs said. "Luckily, it's September, our bullpen is deep, but at the same time, it's just 
frustrating." 

Mike Trout was given a routine day off, and the Angels were predictably quiet offensively, managing 
two runs on four hits against four Houston pitchers. The Angels had the majority of their at-bats against 
lefty Framber Valdez, who was called upon in the second inning following Charlie Morton's exit with 
shoulder discomfort. Valdez struck out nine over six innings of one-run ball. 

After the Angels opened the scoring when Justin Upton scored on a wild pitch in the first inning, they 
had to wait until the sixth to add to their tally. Pinch-hitting for catcher Francisco Arcia in the sixth, Jose 
Briceno connected for a solo homer -- his third of the season -- for Los Angeles' only run off Valdez. 

The Angels ended the road portion of the 2018 schedule at 38-43. 

SIMMONS EXITS 
Andrelton Simmons left the game in the seventh after fielding an Evan Gattis ground ball and landing 
awkwardly on his knees while making a late throw. At first, Simmons seemed to be OK after walking 
around a bit, but as Scioscia was making a pitching change on the mound, the shortstop walked off the 
field. He was replaced by Kaleb Cowart, who moved over from third base, where Taylor Ward took 
over. 

"It doesn't feel horrible," Simmons said. "It doesn't feel great, but it doesn't necessarily feel like there's 
something major going on. I just have to wait until tomorrow to see if the soreness goes away. " 

SOUND SMART 
Briceno's pinch-hit homer was the fourth by an Angels player this season and the third by an Angels 
rookie. Shohei Ohtani has two pinch-hit homers. The combined totals mark the most pinch-hit homers 
by Angels rookies in a single season in franchise history. In five pinch-hit plate appearances this year, 
Briceno is 3-for-4 with a walk. 

HE SAID IT 
"I don't think it's running out of gas. There's a lot of youth on the field, there's a lot of youth in our 
bullpen. There's going to be growing pains. I think the guys still have their stuff. We went through that 
one week where we were getting at least to a certain point of games with our starters, and we were 
winning games. That evaporated this week. It was tough." -- Scioscia, asked if the Angels' pitching staff 
has hit a wall 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
In the first inning, Upton scored from second on Morton's wild pitch, which had bounced on top of the 
ledge behind home plate and was out of catcher Martin Maldonado's sightline. Maldonado fired a 
throw to Morton, but Upton's foot touched home plate a hair before Morton's tag. Astros manager A.J. 
Hinch challenged the call, but it was upheld after a one minute, 25 second review. 

UP NEXT 
The Angels will return to Anaheim for their final homestand of the season, which starts on Monday with 
a divisional matchup with the Rangers at 7:07 p.m. PT. Right-hander Felix Pena will make his second 

http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/664285/framber-valdez
http://m.mlb.com/player/450203/charlie-morton
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/516472/francisco-arcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/593993/jose-briceno
http://m.mlb.com/player/593993/jose-briceno
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/594828/evan-gattis
http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/player/621493/taylor-ward
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/455117/martin-maldonado
http://m.mlb.com/player/570240/felix-pena
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start against the Rangers this month, seeking similar results as the last time, when he threw six shutout 
innings for a win on Sept. 12. The Rangers will counter with right-hander Adrian Sampson (0-2, 4.09 
ERA). 

 

 
Simmons (knee) sore after early exit vs. Astros 

Angels shortstop says doctors told him injury isn't 'major' 

By Alyson Footer 

HOUSTON -- Andrelton Simmons was walking somewhat gingerly around the clubhouse following the 
Angels' 6-2 loss to the Astros on Sunday, but the shortstop sounded fairly confident the damage to his 
right knee is minimal. 

In the seventh inning, Simmons landed awkwardly on the side of his knee after he fielded an Evan 
Gattis ground ball and attempted a throw to first base. He walked around for a bit, talked with manager 
Mike Scioscia and seemed to be OK, but about a minute later, as Scioscia was making a pitching change, 
Simmons' knee started to stiffen up, and he was removed from the game. 

"When I fell first, it was sore," Simmons said. "As Scioscia came out, the soreness went away. But then it 
got stiff. That's when I was trying to move around after, and it wasn't moving enough." 

Simmons was replaced at shortstop by Kaleb Cowart, who moved over from third base, and Taylor 
Ward took over at third. 

"I didn't want to be a burden for the team, if I couldn't catch something," Simmons said. 

Simmons said the pain wasn't "horrible," but it also didn't feel great. He was checked out the team's 
medical staff upon exiting the game. 

"They don't think there's anything major wrong," Simmons said, adding that he'll know more when he 
tests the knee on Monday. 

Will he play in the series opener against the Rangers on Monday night? 

"I'm hoping," Simmons said. "If it feels good, yes." 

 

Fernandez day to day after HBP on right hand 

By Alyson Footer 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592716/adrian-sampson
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/tyler-skaggs-struggles-in-finale-defeat/c-295764874
http://m.mlb.com/player/594828/evan-gattis
http://m.mlb.com/player/594828/evan-gattis
http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/player/621493/taylor-ward
http://m.mlb.com/player/621493/taylor-ward
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HOUSTON -- A 14-pitch showdown between Angels first baseman Jose Fernandez and Astros 
pitcher Justin Verlander ended with a plunking, an injury delay, and, ultimately, Fernandez's exit from 
Saturday's 10-5 loss at Minute Maid Park. X-rays revealed no fracture and he was diagnosed with a right 
hand contusion. 

On Sunday, Angels manager Mike Scioscia said Fernandez was "a little bit sore" and that he'll be 
evaluated on a day-to-day basis. 

"We'll see how it feels tomorrow after treatment," Scioscia said. 

In his first at-bat in the opening frame, Fernandez fouled off 10 pitches before Verlander hit him on his 
right hand with a 96-mph four-seamer. That ended Fernandez's extended at-bat, as well as his 
night. Jefry Marte ran for Fernandez and stayed in the game to play first base. 

"When we got out there, you can never tell," Scioscia said. "Obviously, it had to be evaluated. It was 
hurting enough to where he wasn't going to be able to continue. But I think we got the best news 
possible that it was a contusion and we'll just go day to day with it." 

Fernandez, called up for a fourth time this year by the Angels on Sept. 1, is hitting .269 with two homers 
and 10 RBIs. He had hits in 10 of his past 13 games and 22 of his 31 big league games this year. 

 

 
 

          FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS      

Morton leaves Astros’ 6-2 win over Angels due to shoulder 

By Joshua Koch 

HOUSTON (AP) — Charlie Morton’s start was going to be short; Astros manager A.J. Hinch just didn’t 
think this short. 

After noticing a dip in velocity, Morton left Houston’s 6-2 win over the Los Angeles Angels on Sunday 
after one inning because of discomfort in his pitching shoulder. That is a potential problem for the 
World Series champions, who opened a 4½-game lead over second-place Oakland entering the finakl 
week as they close in on consecutive AL West titles. 

“He’s battling,” Hinch said. “This is as long as he’s pitched into a season, obviously, where we’ve kind of 
nursed him at the end. If it was a playoff game, we could have kept pushing him out there. 

“He was willing to go back out there. I didn’t love the velocity early, and I didn’t want to risk anything 
given the situation that we’re in. I think he’ll respond fine.” 

http://m.mlb.com/player/628336/jose-fernandez
http://m.mlb.com/player/434378/justin-verlander
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/angels-cant-hang-on-in-8th-against-astros/c-295508040?tid=27118136
http://m.mlb.com/player/527043/jefry-marte
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/531734
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/531734
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Morton was not available for comment after the game. The Astros said he left to ballpark to be 
evaluated by a doctor and then went home to be with his wife, who is expecting a child. 

Hinch said the Astros planned for Morton to pitch three to four innings. 

The 34-year-old right-hander did not pitch for the Astros from Aug. 28 until Sept. 8 because of right 
shoulder discomfort. He won his first two starts following his stint on the disabled list, allowing four runs 
in 11 innings. 

Morton threw 24 pitches in the first. He gave up a double to Justin Upton, who scored from second on a 
wild pitch in the dirt that bounced off the glove of catcher Martin Maldonado, who initially had trouble 
finding the ball. 

“We thought it was going to be a little bit of a shorter start for Charlie; it was a little bit shorter than we 
even expected,” Hinch said. 

Morton is expected to get another start before the regular season ends, Hinch said and that could come 
in Baltimore next weekend. 

Yuli Gurriel hit a two-run homer, giving him three homers and 10 RBIs in the three-game series, and 
Evan Gattis had three hits and two RBIs. 

“I’m really just happy to help the team at this time especially with the previous games not going so 
well,” Gurriel said through a translator. “Doing our job is really important for us.” 

Gurriel hit a two-run homer in the first, extending his hitting streak to nine games, and Gattis added an 
RBI single for a 3-1 lead. 

Framber Valdez (4-1) followed Morton and struck out a career-high nine in six innings, allowing one run 
and three hits. He had been scheduled to start Wednesday at Toronto. 

“I had a lot of things I needed to improve upon from my previous outings,” Valdez said. “So, I worked on 
it in the bullpen and my throwing program and working on these things, especially with my mechanics 
and my command I felt very good coming into the game to be able to apply these into the game today.” 

Tyler Skaggs (8-9) gave up four runs and five hits in 2 1/3 innings, the fourth straight start he failed to 
last four innings. Skaggs has given up 22 runs in that span. 

“Felt good. You know thought I made some good pitches, thought I made some bad pitches,” Skaggs 
said. “Overall just a rough day. They hit my mistakes and falling behind in the count it’s tough to pitch 
against a team like this.” 

Gattis added an RBI single in the fifth off Jim Johnson, and Angels rookie Jose Briceno homered in the 
sixth. Josh Reddick drew a bases-loaded, four-pitch walk from Williams Jerez in the seventh. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 
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Angels: OF Mike Trout was given the day off. ... INF Jose Fernandez is day to day after being hit by a 
pitch on the right hand in the first inning of Saturday’s game. Scioscia said the hand is sore ... INF 
Andrelton Simmons left Sunday’s game after jamming his right knee in the seventh inning on a play, 
according to Scioscia. Simmons said his knee is sore but hopes to be able to play Monday at Texas. 

Astros: OF George Springer was given the day off. ... INF Carlos Correa was held out of the lineup for the 
fourth straight game. 

UP NEXT 

Angels: RHP Felix Pena (3-5, 4.20 ERA) will open a series Monday at Texas. 

Astros: LHP Dallas Keuchel (11-11, 3.71 ERA) starts Monday’s series opener at Toronto. He has given up 
12 runs in his last three starts and is seeking his first win since Sept. 3. 

 

                 FROM BLEACHER REPORT      

MLB Power Rankings: Where All 30 Teams Stand in Final Week of Playoff Race* 

By Joel Reuter 

We've arrived at the final week of the 2018 MLB regular season, and there's still a lot to be decided. 

On the American League side of things, the Boston Red Sox, New York Yankees, Cleveland Indians and 
Houston Astros have all punched their ticket to October, and the next win by the Oakland Athletics or 
loss by the Tampa Bay Rays will seal the fifth spot for the A's. 

The National League picture is much cloudier. 

The Atlanta Braves have wrapped up the NL East title, but they are the only team that has clinched to 
this point. The Chicago Cubs (100 percent chance), Milwaukee Brewers (99 percent), Los Angeles 
Dodgers (94.2 percent) and St. Louis Cardinals (79.5 percent) are the heavy favorites to fill the remaining 
four spots, according to the latest odds from FanGraphs, but the Colorado Rockies (27.4 percent) are still 
alive as well. 

20  Los Angeles Angels (75-81) 2 

*Article cut to only include Angels-related material.  

 

 

http://bleacherreport.com/mlb
https://www.fangraphs.com/standings/playoff-odds
http://www.freecodesource.com/
http://www.freecodesource.com/
http://www.freecodesource.com/
http://www.freecodesource.com/
http://www.freecodesource.com/
http://www.freecodesource.com/
http://www.freecodesource.com/
http://www.freecodesource.com/
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                 FROM YAHOO! SPORTS      

Starters hoping to keep spots duel in Rangers-Angels series opener 

By Joel Reuter 

Two right-handers who hope to remain part of the starting rotation next season will go head-to-head 
when the Los Angeles Angels host the Texas Rangers on Monday in the opener of a three-game series at 
Angel Stadium. 

Adrian Sampson is scheduled to make his fourth career start and third with the Rangers. Felix Pena will 
make his 17th start for the Angels since being converted from a reliever earlier this season. 

Sampson (0-2, 4.09 ERA) made his starting debut with the Rangers on Sept. 11 at Angel Stadium. He held 
Los Angeles (75-81) to one run and two hits in five innings, but eight Angels relievers combined to shut 
out the Rangers 1-0 after holding them without a hit for 7 1/3 innings. 

Angels first baseman Jose Fernandez hit his first major league home run in the second inning to account 
for the only run. 

The Rangers (66-89) didn't provide any run support in Sampson's second start either. He allowed two 
runs and six hits in 5 2/3 innings of a 3-0 loss to the visiting Tampa Bay Rayson Monday. 

In the 10 2/3 innings that Sampson has been in the game as a starter, Texas has combined for one hit. 

Sampson told MLB.com after his last outing that he's always been slotted as a fastball pitcher but likes 
the way he has been executing all of his pitches lately. 

"It has been good for two starts," he said. "I am a workhorse and I can go deep in games. I can help the 
team. I can give them innings as a starting pitcher. I just want to show them that." 

Before Texas manager Jeff Banister was fired Friday, he said the last week of the season will be 
important for players like Sampson. 

"These guys are still out here competing on a daily basis," Banister told MLB.com after Sampson's last 
start. 

Pena (3-5, 4.20) made his only appearance against the Rangers on Sept. 12 in Anaheim, throwing six 
shutout innings in the 8-1 victory. Pena has performed a lot more like that lately than he did in his last 
outing, when he gave up six runs and six hits in four innings of a 10-0 loss to the Oakland A's on 
Wednesday. 

Pena told MLB.com after the loss that he planned to quickly put that appearance behind him. 

"Some days you're going to feel good, but you're not going to be able to control what happens," he said. 
"The only thing that I can control is to keep working hard like I've been doing and prepare for my next 
start." 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/laa
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/tex
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/10372/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/11040/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/tam
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Angels shortstop Andrelton Simmons left a 6-2 loss at the Houston Astros on Sunday with a left knee 
injury but told reporters after the game that he hoped to play Monday. 

Angels center fielder Mike Trout rested Sunday after hitting a home run in five of the previous six 
games. He has 38 home runs this season, three shy of his career high set in 2015. 

 

                 FROM LARRY BROWN SPORTS     

Shohei Ohtani sings ‘Despacito’ for Angels rookie hazing 

By Steve DelVecchio 

Hazing of rookies may not be quite as ruthless as it once was in the world of professional sports, but the 
Los Angeles Angels showed us over the weekend that you can still come up with plenty of friendly ways 
to embarrass the less experienced guys in the clubhouse. 

And no player is exempt. In order to pay his dues, Shohei Ohtani was forced to stand up on the team bus 
and sing the hit song “Despacito” in front of his teammates. 

@Jared_Tims 

Morning everyone! I bless you with Shohei Ohtani singing Despacito! #Angels 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia has already shown a bit of a generational gap with Ohtani this season, so 
we’d love to know what he thought of the Japanese phenom’s rendition. Personally, we think Ohtani 
crushed it. 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9201/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/hou
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8861/
https://twitter.com/Jared_Tims
https://twitter.com/Jared_Tims
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Angels?src=hash
https://larrybrownsports.com/baseball/shohei-ohtani-funny-misunderstanding-mike-scioscia/463980

