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FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES 

Huston Street becomes second youngest to 300 saves 
 
BY MIKE DIGIOVANNA  
 
There were 26 pitchers in baseball's 300-save club before Wednesday, an elite group headed by a right-
hander who had the game's most devastating cut fastball (Mariano Rivera), another who had one of 
baseball's best changeups (Trevor Hoffman), and a left-hander who threw 98 mph (Billy Wagner).. 
 
Angels closer Huston Street has no such weapon, his repertoire consisting of a fastball that rarely tops 
91 mph, a sharp but hardly knee-buckling slider and a changeup that is good but not make-hitters-look-
silly great.  
 
But excellence doesn't always require dominance. Street became the 27th player in baseball history with 
300 saves when he threw a scoreless ninth inning to close out Wednesday night's 5-2 victory over the 
Minnesota Twins in Angel Stadium, his team's 17th win in 20 games. 
 
Street fielded Trevor Plouffe's bunt in front of the mound, threw to first for the final out and exchanged 
hugs with every teammate before being doused with a celebratory bucket of ice water during an on-
field interview. 
 
 “He's always been a guy who has had terrific command, and his stuff is still very good,” Manager Mike 
Scioscia said. “He's quietly joining a club that includes guys who have gotten more notoriety for having 
an explosive fastball or breaking ball and doing some things maybe in a little more dramatic way than 
Huston.  
 
“But he just keeps ticking along like that metronome. He just keeps making pitches and getting outs.” 
 
Street, who turns 32 on Aug. 2, has been doing so since May 2005, when Oakland closer Octavio Dotel 
got hurt and the Athletics handed the job to a 21-year-old out of the University of Texas who had 36 
minor league appearances to his credit. 
 
Street went 5-1 with a 1.72 earned-run average and 23 saves as a rookie and has been a model of 
closing consistency for 11 years now, compiling a career ERA of 2.78 in 612 appearances for Oakland, 
Colorado, San Diego and the Angels. 
 
He ranks second in the American League with 25 saves this season, and since 2011 leads the majors with 
a 92% success rate, converting 151 of 164 save opportunities. And now he's the second-youngest to 
reach 300 saves, after Francisco Rodriguez. 
 
 “When he was young, he had a really live arm, and like most guys, with attrition, as you pitch, you might 
lose a tick off your velocity,” Scioscia said. “But what you gain as far as understanding the game, what 
you need to do to get outs, usually outweighs that, and I think that has been the case with Huston.”  
 
Street notched career save No. 299 at Colorado on July 8 but suffered a right groin strain, putting off his 
pursuit of 300 for almost two weeks. The waiting may have been the hardest part. 
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“I wasn't getting too antsy — like any season, you wait for that next opportunity,” Street said. “I know 
300 is a nice, pretty round number. I'll appreciate it in a number of ways, and it's a special moment of 
my career. 
 
 “But more than anything, it's about winning games, getting to the postseason. I have two-plus years left 
on my contract. To say it's the ultimate goal, the be-all, end-all, that's not the way I'm approaching it.” 
 
Street signed a two-year, $18-million extension that includes an option for 2018 in May. At his current 
pace, he could join the 400-save club, which has only five members, with the Angels.  
 
“If I finish this year strong, do my job like I'm supposed to the next two years, I should get there,” Street 
said. “But when I was at 20 saves, 120 saves, the mind-set was never ‘Let's get to 300.' It was always 
‘One day at a time.' That keeps you humble, keeps you grinding, where you just focus on competing.” 
 
Street said reaching 300 saves gives him a “sense of pride,” not just for himself but for those who helped 
him get there.  
 
“You have to take time to step back and appreciate these moments, but it's not about myself,” Street 
said. “It's about all my teammates, my setup men, the managers who have given me the opportunities. 
And now I have to go out there and try to do it again.” 

 
David Freese breaks finger in Angels' win over Twins 
 

BY MIKE DIGIOVANNA 
 
A 5-2 win over Minnesota on Wednesday night proved costly for the Angels, who lost David Freese to a 
fractured right index finger, an injury that will sideline the third baseman for several weeks, and center 
fielder Daniel Robertson to right shoulder stiffness, an injury that is not serious.. 
 
Mike Trout bobblehead is an example of art imitating lifeSports NowMike Trout bobblehead is an 
example of art imitating lifeSee all relatedí 
 
Freese, who is hitting .240 with 11 homers and 43 runs batted in, was hit in the hand by a Mike Pelfrey 
fastball in the fourth inning and replaced by Taylor Featherston. Initial X-rays showed a non-displaced 
fracture. The finger will remain in a splint for two weeks, and Freese hopes to return in three weeks. 
 
While he is away, “I'll be one heck of a cheerleader,” said Freese, who will go on the disabled list 
Thursday. 
 
The Angels probably will replace Freese with Kyle Kubitza, who is batting .276 with four homers, 33 
doubles and 32 runs batted in at triple-A Salt Lake. Kubitza played 12 games for the Angels in June, 
hitting .207. 
 
Robertson injured his shoulder crashing into the wall to catch Trevor Plouffe's fourth-inning drive and 
was replaced in the seventh by Mike Trout, who began the game at designated hitter. Trout returned 
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after missing a game for the first time season because of a left heel injury Tuesday and went hitless in 
four at-bats.  
 
Johnny Giavotella and Kole Calhoun combined for six hits, three runs and two runs batted in, and Chris 
Iannetta homered and singled to raise his average to .205, the first time since opening day he has been 
above .200. The Angels have won 17 of 20 games, outscoring opponents, 113-45. 
 
With Sunday's rainout requiring two pitchers for Monday's doubleheader against Boston, the Angels will 
need a sixth starter Friday night against Texas. It appears right-hander Nick Tropeano, who was 
scratched from Wednesday's triple-A start, will get the nod. 
 
Up next 
 
Garrett Richards (10-6, 3.24 ERA) will oppose Minnesota's Ervin Santana (1-0, 3.66 ERA) at Angel 
Stadium on Thursday at 12:30 p.m. TV: FS West; Radio: 830, 1330. 

 
Mike Trout returns to Angels' lineup; Jered Weaver may start game in minors  
 
BY MIKE DIGIOVANNA 
 
Mike Trout returned to the Angels’ lineup as the designated hitter for Wednesday night’s game against 
the Minnesota Twins, one day after the center fielder missed his first game of the season because of a 
left heel injury.. 
 
 “It feels a lot better today,” Trout said before the game. "[Manager Mike] Scioscia said I would DH 
tonight and get back to the outfield tomorrow. I still don’t know if I jammed it or how I hurt it. It was just 
one of those things where I woke up and was in some pain. It wasn’t normal.” 
 
Trout, the 2014 American League most valuable player, is hitting .307 with 28 home runs, 57 runs batted 
in and 71 runs this season, and Scioscia wasn’t about to risk serious injury to his best player by starting 
him Tuesday night. 
 
“It’s something that we need to do, and hopefully he feels a lot better today,” Scioscia said. “He’s almost 
100 percent, definitely well enough to go out there and DH, and we’ll see if we can get him in the 
outfield tomorrow.” 
 
Jered Weaver, who moved toward a return from a left hip injury by throwing a four-inning, 60-pitch 
simulated game Tuesday, will throw in the bullpen Thursday. There is a good chance the right-hander 
will make a minor league rehabilitation start or two to get to the 75-pitch and then the 90-pitch range. 
 
That will buy the Angels more time to decide which of their five starters, who entered Wednesday with 
a combined earned-run average of 1.86 since June 24, will go to the bullpen or minors when Weaver 
returns. 
 
 “It felt good,” Weaver said of Tuesday’s workout. “Not quite where I need to be yet, but it’s a step in 
the right direction for sure. I’m just taking it day by day. I’m going to throw a bullpen either tomorrow or 
the next day, see how that feels and go from there.” 
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With Sunday’s rainout requiring two pitchers for Monday’s doubleheader against Boston, the Angels will 
need a sixth starter Friday night against Texas. It appears right-hander Nick Tropeano, who was 
scratched from Wednesday’s triple-A start, will get the nod. 
 
Tropeano, who missed a month because of shoulder fatigue, has a 2.65 ERA in his last three starts at Salt 
Lake. He threw six scoreless innings in his only start for the Angels this season, a 2-0 win over Oakland 
on April 23. 
 
 

FROM THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER 

 
Miller: Angels are so hot, it's time to get on the bandwagon 
 
BY JEFF MILLER 
 
ANAHEIM – The Angels have Mike Trout, who might be on his way to successfully defending his 2014 
American League MVP award. 
 
They have Albert Pujols, who, at the unlikely age of 35, could be the AL’s 2015 home run king. 
 
They have Hector Santiago, who already was a surprise All-Star and perhaps next an AL Comeback Player 
of the Year candidate. 
 
But one member of this organization clearly is deserving of award recognition right now, no matter what 
happens over the rest of the season. 
 
Seriously, how could anyone possibly emerge as a more deserving AL Executive of the Year than Bill 
Stoneman? 
 
The Angels have been almost unbeatable since he took over as their interim general manager July 1, the 
results suggesting that Stoneman’s predecessor, Jerry Dipoto, while perhaps lacking in influential weight 
around here was something of an anchor himself. 
 
By this point, I hope you’ve figured out I’m kidding, that this column should arrive wearing a giant red 
nose, spinning bow tie and floppy shoes. 
 
In reality, I’m guessing you’ve had as much to do with the Angels’ recent surge as anything Stoneman 
has done. 
 
And I really don’t think Dipoto was holding the Angels back, although, history will show that it was 
during his tenure that the team signed Joe Blanton. 
 
The truth is the Angels started playing better before Dipoto resigned, entering Wednesday having won 
16 of 19 overall and six in a row, prompting me to jump on the bandwagon now, just in case this 
continues and the scorching Angels never, you know, lose again. 
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If that were to happen over the remainder of the regular season, yes, I believe their 75-game winning 
streak would be some sort of a record. I also believe that it’s just as likely that I’d be named the next 
Miss Portugal. 
 
But there’s no denying the Angels absolutely have turned their season around, going from so-so to so 
hot that it’s almost silly. How else would you explain them losing Trout to an ailing heel Tuesday and 
then beating Minnesota anyway, 7-0? 
 
Trout was back in the lineup Wednesday, leaving the poor, overmatched Twins with no chance at all, 
even after taking an early 2-1 lead. Of course, the Angels came back and, of course, they won again, 5-2, 
extending their streaks to 17 of 20 and seven straight. 
 
They’re playing so well that, if this were 75 years ago, rather than a column celebrating their general 
awesomeness, I today would be composing a poem, being more lyrical than satirical. 
 
That’s the way writers used to do it back in the day, back when baseball was so romanticized that, as 
opposed to eye black, the players should have worn eyeliner. 
 
Mercifully, times have changed, meaning you won’t be subjected to a bunch of awful prose and I don’t 
have to somehow come up with a word that rhymes with Scioscia. 
 
Instead, I can simply point out the Angels suddenly are so good that they might have too much pitching, 
the dilemma leaving them little room for the guy who only was their opening day starter. 
 
Jered Weaver is nearing a return from the disabled list, but, at the moment, there isn’t a spot in the 
rotation waiting for him, something that hasn’t happened since Weaver entered the Angels’ rotation 
full-time 10 seasons ago. 
 
I also can mention that Trout and Pujols lately have been playing leapfrog with the homer lead in the 
majors, a notable development for a franchise that has had only one outright AL home run champion 
(Troy Glaus, 2000) ever. 
 
It’s not inconceivable that Trout and Pujols both could reach 50 homers. The only time teammates have 
done such a thing was 1961, and those teammates were the near-mythical figures known as Roger Maris 
and Mickey Mantle. 
 
I’m not sure anyone wrote a poem about that season. But I do know it inspired at least a few books and 
a movie. 
 
Believe it, these Angels have something special going on, this stretch of brilliant baseball bringing them 
back into the conversation of title contenders. Up next: talk of an Angels-Dodgers World Series. Count 
on it. The teams play each other next week. 
 
But first, on Friday here, the Angels will introduce their latest stadium attraction – a Trout bobblehead 
standing as tall as Trout himself. With the way things are going, you can expect the doll to come to life, 
enter the game as a late pinch-hitter and produce a walk-off home run. 
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Why not, right? There was a time – only a few weeks ago, in fact – when the Angels going on a 17-3 run 
seemed nearly as ridiculous. 
 
The Trout bobblehead will then return to its appointed position, just outside the ballpark, in the Music 
Garden area. 
 
And there he’ll wait, alone, until after the season, when the Angels unveil their next well-earned 
individual tribute – a life-sized bronze statue of Bill Stoneman. 

 
Angels Notes: Nick Tropeano appears ticketed for Friday start 
 
BY JEFF FLETCHER 
 
ANAHEIM – It looks like Nick Tropeano is going to get the call to start for the Angels on Friday. 
 
Tropeano has been scratched from two scheduled starts this week at Triple-A Salt Lake City, and he 
threw a “power bullpen” session on Tuesday, Manager Mike Scioscia said. 
 
Scioscia said only that Tropeano is “an option” to start on Friday. 
 
The Angels need a sixth starter because Sunday’s rainout pushed two starters to Monday, leaving a hole 
in the rotation when none of the starters will have four days rest. 
 
Tropeano, who missed a month with shoulder fatigue, has made five starts since coming back, two in 
the Arizona League and three at Triple-A. He has a 2.65 ERA in his last three starts at Salt Lake City. 
 
Tropeano, who the Angels got from the Houston Astros with Carlos Perez for Hank Conger last winter, 
pitched six scoreless innings in his only previous major league outing with the Angels. 
 
ALSO 
 
C.J. Cron was not in the Angels lineup a day after he had four hits, but the Angels didn’t have a place to 
play him because Mike Trout was at DH and Albert Pujols was at first… 
 
Scioscia complimented Cesar Ramos for quietly having a good season in his first year with the Angels. 
The left-handed reliever had a 1.61 ERA coming into Wednesday’s game. “He's not spectacular with his 
stuff, he's not spectacular with what he's going to do out there,” Scioscia said. “But he misses bats and 
gets mis-hits and gets out. He's having a good year.” 

 
Angels Jered Weaver OK with a minor league rehab assignment 
 
BY JEFF FLETCHER 
 
ANAHEIM – Jered Weaver said he wouldn’t mind making a start in the minor leagues, which 
would also delay what has become a difficult decision for the Angels. 
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“Obviously I’d like to stay way from (a rehab assignment) but if that’s what I need to do to 
prove I’m ready to go, then that’s what I’ll do,” Weaver said Wednesday. 
 
Weaver, who has been out for a month because of left hip inflammation, said he felt good a day 
after throwing a 60-pitch simulated game. He will throw a bullpen session Thursday, and 
sometime after that the Angels will decide what the next step will be. 
 
Weaver, who could start as soon as Sunday, said he’d probably be able to throw about 75 
pitches his next time out. He could do that in a major league game, or make one more start in 
the minors and bump up his limit. 
 
“I think I’d like to get to 90, but 75 would be good,” Weaver said. 
 
Weaver also said he’s feeling good about his delivery – “just a click away from where it needs to 
be,” he said. He’s been refining his mechanics and timing while on the disabled list. Another 
minor league outing wouldn’t hurt, though. 
 
“The way the rotation is throwing the ball it gives me a little more leeway to get back to 100 
percent instead of trying to rush back if I’m not as ready as I could be with a couple extra days,” 
Weaver said. 
 
Barring an injury or a trade, Matt Shoemaker is the only one who would be a candidate to come 
out of the Angels rotation for Weaver. Shoemaker just pitched six scoreless innings Tuesday, 
and he has a 2.59 ERA since June 26. 
 
Manager Mike Scisocia has said the Angels won’t use a six-man rotation. However, they could 
have all six starters pitch once through the rotation, which would give them even more time to 
decide what to do. 

 
Angels looking at righties and rentals for trade help 
 
BY JEFF FLETCHER 
 
ANAHEIM – As the trading deadline approaches, the Angels are casting a wide net in search of offensive 
help. 
 
While the Angels initially had looked primarily for a left-handed hitter to balance their lineup, they are 
now considering both left-handed and right-handed options. 
 
The Angels are also believed to be OK with acquiring a player who is a free agent at the end of the 
season. The biggest name among the rentals – Justin Upton – would probably cost more in prospects 
than the Angels could afford, but they could make a run at Yoenis Cespedes if the Tigers indeed do trade 
him, which they may not. Milwaukee’s Gerardo Parra is another rental who could be a good fit. 
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The Reds’ Jay Bruce would be a possibility, but he’s not going to come cheap. He’s signed through 2016, 
with an option for 2017. 
 
The Brewers’ Adam Lind was considered a perfect fit earlier in the season, but the recent hot streak of 
C.J. Cron may have changed the equation. Lind and Cron are both mostly designated hitters who can 
play some first, but not much else. 
 
As for who the Angels might trade, the list of players in their farm system who are untouchable may go 
only as deep as one name: Sean Newcomb. 
 
Beyond that, pitchers Chris Ellis and Nate Smith could be the two most attractive trade chips who are 
somewhat expendable. 

 
On deck: Twins at Angels, Thursday, 12:35 p.m. 
 
BY KATIE RICHCREEK 
 
Where: Angel Stadium 
 
TV: Fox Sports West 
 
Did you know: Going into Wednesday’s game, Angels starting pitchers had a 0.64 ERA in their 
35 innings since the All-Star break, with only three runs allowed during that stretch. 
 
THE PITCHERS  
 
RHP GARRETT RICHARDS (10-6, 3.24 ERA) 
 
Richards is coming off his strongest start of the season, a two-hit shutout against the Red Sox 
on Saturday. It was his second career shutout and third complete game. He had six strikeouts 
and made 113 pitches. He has a 2.05 ERA in his three July outings, a streak that started in 
Arlington. He held the Rangers to one run and six hits in 72/3 innings against the Rangers on 
July 3. 
 
Vs. Twins: 1-0, 2.16 ERA 
 
At Angel Stadium: 17-7, 3.36 ERA 
 
Loves to face: Brian Dozier, 0 for 4 (.000) 
 
Hates to face: Joe Mauer, 2 for 3 (.667) 
 
RHP ERVIN SANTANA (1-0, 2.66 ERA) 
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After serving the 80-game drug suspension handed down just before the start of the season, 
Santana made his debut with the Twins on July 5. He tossed eight innings against the Royals, 
surrendering just two runs on three hits while striking out eight batters with 93 pitches. He 
bounced back from a rocky second start against the Tigers on July 10, in which six runs scored 
on eight hits in four innings, to earn his first win with a five-hit shutout against the A’s in 72/3 
innings on July 17. 
 
Vs. Angels:  0-1, 5.87 ERA 
 
At Angel Stadium: 50-38, 3.77 ERA 
 
Loves to face: Albert Pujols, 1 for 6 (.167), 2 SO 
 
Hates to face: Mike Trout, 2 for 4 (.500), 1 HR, 1 RBI 

 
Final: Angels beat Twins to win seventh straight as Huston Street notches 300th 
save 
 
BY JEFF FLETCHER 
 
ANAHEIM – The Angels’ latest victory wasn’t quite the complete performance that they’ve enjoyed 
lately, but it was still good enough to keep their streak alive. 
 
With Mike Trout back in the lineup after missing a game with a sore heel, the Angels beat the Minnesota 
Twins, 5-2, Wednesday night, stretching their winning streak to an ongoing season-best seven games. 
 
The only troubling development of the night was an injury to David Freese, who suffered a fractured 
index finger on his right hand when he was hit by a pitch and will be headed to the disabled list. 
 
Huston Street recorded his 300th career save, becoming the 27th player to reach that milestone. Street 
picked up the historic save two weeks after No. 299. In between he hurt his groin, sat through the All-
Star break and watched the Angels win a series of blowouts that didn’t require his services. 
 
This one was a little tighter, because the offense wasn’t quite as efficient as it had been recently. 
Although the Angels had 12 hits, they parlayed them into only five runs, and two of them were 
unearned. 
 
Chris Iannetta homered, for the second game in a row, in a two-hit night that lifted his average over 
.200, to .205 for the first time this season. Johnny Giavotella had three hits and scored two runs. Kole 
Calhoun also had three hits and two RBI. 
 
Meanwhile starter C.J. Wilson endured five laborious innings, allowing two runs on six hits and two 
walks. Wilson left with a 4-2 lead and four relievers held on for the victory. 
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It was a good night for the Angels except for an injury to Freese, who came out of the game after being 
hit. 
 
Taylor Featherston took over for Freese for the rest of Wednesday’s game, but with Freese now headed 
to the DL, the Angels likely need to bring someone up from Triple-A to play third. 
 
Kyle Kubitza, who came up the last time Freese was hurt, is the most obvious choice. However, if the 
Angels want to go outside the box, they could bring up Kaleb Cowart. 
 
Cowart was once one of the Angels’ top prospects, but two disappointing seasons at Double-A dropped 
his stock. However, he was called up to Triple-A in June and he was hitting .336 with a .415 on-base 
percentage prior to Wednesday’s game. Cowart, however, is not on the 40-man roster, so the Angels 
would need to make a spot for him. 
 
On the bright side, the Angels got Trout back after he missed his first game of the season. 
 
Trout was back at designated hitter Wednesday night, and was forced to play center field after Daniel 
Robertson came out of the game in the sixth inning. Robertson collided at first base trying to beat out an 
infield hit, but there was no immediate word on whether that was why he was pulled. 
 
When Trout went from DH into center field, the Angels lost the DH. 
 
Trout said before Wednesday’s game that he still wasn’t sure how he hurt his heel in the first place. 
 
“I don’t know if jammed it or something,” Trout said. “I don’t know. Its just one of those things. I woke 
up and I was in some pain. It wasn’t normal. It was a good day to rest it yesterday.” 

 
Huston Street earns 300th save for sizzling Angels; Freese headed to DL 
 
BY JEFF FLETCHER 
 
ANAHEIM – The Angels’ 5-2 victory over the Minnesota Twins on Wednesday night included plenty of 
positives, including one impressive bit of history, and one nagging negative. 
 
Huston Street recorded his 300th save, becoming the 27th pitcher to reach that milestone, finishing off 
the Angels’ seventh straight victory. 
 
On the down side, though, David Freese suffered a broken right index finger that will land him on the 
disabled list. Freese, who was hit by a pitch in the fourth inning, said he’s hoping to miss only three 
weeks, which is how long he was out after breaking his middle finger last May. 
 
“Our guys are going to be nicked up during the season,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “This is a big one 
obviously. We have to continue to carry momentum from game to game.” 
 
The Angels will place Freese on the disabled list Thursday and make a corresponding move. 
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Kyle Kubitza, who came up the last time Freese was hurt, is the most obvious choice. However, if the 
Angels want to go outside the box, they could bring up Kaleb Cowart. 
 
Cowart was once one of the Angels’ top prospects, but two disappointing seasons at Double-A dropped 
his stock. However, he was called up to Triple-A in June and he was hitting .336 with a .415 on-base 
percentage before Wednesday’s game. Cowart, however, is not on the 40-man roster, so the Angels 
would need to make a spot for him. 
 
The Angels also lost Daniel Robertston, who hurt his shoulder running into the fence to make a 
spectacular catch in the fourth inning. Robertson is just day to day, though. 
 
Fortunately for the Angels, Mike Trout was back in the lineup after missing a game because of a sore 
heel. Trout finished Wednesday’s game in center field and is expected to be able to start in the outfield 
as the Angels go for their second straight series sweep Thursday. 
 
Despite the injuries, things are going well for the Angels, who haven’t lost since before the All-Star 
break. They have won 17 of their last 20, equaling the franchise’s best 20-game streak. 
 
The hitting wasn’t quite up to the recent standard – the Angels wasted some opportunities and got only 
five runs out of 12 hits – and the pitching was a little shaky – starter C.J. Wilson made it through only 
five innings and none of the relievers had a clean inning. 
 
Setup man Joe Smith, who gave up a double and a walk before escaping, said he desperately wanted to 
protect the three-run lead for his good friend Street. 
 
“It’s the most nervous I’ve ever been with a three-run lead,” Smith said. “You don’t want to be the guy 
that leaves him out there with a one-run lead and 2-3-4 coming up. I was doing everything I could to get 
out of there and keep it the same.” 
 
Street did have a three-run lead when he took the mound in the ninth, pitching for the first time since 
he recorded save No. 299 and hurt his groin two weeks ago. 
 
Since then he missed a few games with the groin injury and the Angels had won a few more comfortably 
enough that his services were not required. 
 
“We’ve been giving him a hard time for a while because right when he gets to 299 he slips and hurts 
himself, so we’ve been making fun of him like, ‘Are you ever going to get there?’” Wilson said. 
 
Street finally got his chance and earned No. 300, with the only blemish being a two-out walk. Street, 31, 
became the second-youngest pitcher to reach the milestone, about six months older than Francisco 
Rodriguez. 
 
“This number is motivating for me,” Street said. “It definitely is substantial when you look at the history 
of the game. But I’m 31 years old and I’m in an organization that has a chance to win this year and next 
year and a lot more after that. Three hundred more than anything is motivating. It puts you in position 
to get some recognition, but more than anything it means I’ve played with a lot of good teammates and 
a lot of good bullpens.” 



July 23, 2015  Page 14 of 28 
 

 
 
Angels David Freese leaves game after being hit in hand 
 

BY JEFF FLETCHER 
 
ANAHEIM -- Angels third baseman David Freese left Wednesday's game after being hit in the right hand 
by a pitch in the fourth inning. 
 
There was no immediate word on the severity of the injury. 
 
Taylor Featherston pinch-ran for Freese and replaced him at third. 
 
If Freese is out for an extended period, the Angels would probably recall Kyle Kubitza to take his place, 
although they could bring up Kaleb Cowart. Cowart, formerly one of the Angels top prospects, has been 
swinging the bat well at Triple-A lately, after two disappointing seasons that dropped his stock in the 
organization. 
 

      
 

FROM ANGELS.COM 

 

Street joins elite group with 300th save 
 
BY DAVID ADLER 
 
 
ANAHEIM -- Joe Smith had a three-run lead to protect for Huston Street, and he was scared. 
Street had been sitting on 299 career saves for two weeks, waiting out a groin injury, the All-Star break 
and an Angels hot streak that wasn't leaving him any save opportunities. But on Wednesday night, in the 
Angels' 5-2 win over the Twins -- their 17th win in 20 games -- Street finally got his chance. Pitching out 
of his hunched-over delivery, throwing his high-80s fastball, the 11-year veteran rolled through the 
heart of the Minnesota batting order for No. 300. 
 
"More than anything, what I appreciate about it is, you know all the work you put in, but you also know 
how many good teammates you've played with," Street said. "I've pitched in a bunch of great bullpens. 
There's eight innings of baseball that have to be played -- of winning baseball -- before I even take the 
mound." 
 
7/22/15: Huston Street gets doused by Mike Trout and Joe Smith as he talks about notching his 300th 
career save 
 
In Anaheim on Wednesday, fittingly, the great teammate responsible for the last of those eight innings 
of winning baseball was Smith, Street's partner at the back end of the Angels bullpen. 
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"That was probably the most nervous I've ever been in a three-run lead," Smith said, laughing, after the 
game. "Just because I know how he gets all ready when he pitches -- he gets pretty amped up. I was 
doing everything I could to keep it a three-run lead, to give him as much cushion as possible where he 
could still get the save." 
 
Street joined a group of just 27 Major Leaguers, and four active ones, to reach the 300-save milestone. 
At age 31, Street is the second-youngest pitcher to ever accomplish the feat, behind only Francisco 
Rodriguez. The 346 save opportunities it took Street to reach 300 are fifth-fewest all-time. 
 
He's been impressively consistent at a volatile position, and he's done it without a high-90s fastball or a 
wipeout secondary offering. Street gives a lot of credit to his time in San Diego, where he got the chance 
to learn from recently retired Trevor Hoffman, one of only two pitchers with 600 career saves. 
 
"I really believe that his presence in my career at that point in time, he changed a lot of my processes in 
my day," Street said. "Not just in my day when I'm at the field, but my day when I'm at the house; my 
day when I'm with my children. 
 
"I really leaned on him in those 2 1/2 years there, to learn a lot, and I'm very thankful for that. Because 
Trevor was someone who -- I mean, 601 saves, I'm not even halfway there yet. He was someone I 
continue to look up to, continue to keep in contact with. That was a big adjustment in my career ... my 
time with him." 
 
"Not even halfway there" is still plenty impressive. It takes a lot to get to 300 saves. 
 
"First, obviously, you need talent. Secondly, you need that mental makeup that any guys pitching at the 
back end of a Major League bullpen need," manager Mike Scioscia said. "And Huston Street has both of 
them. 
 
"Huston getting his 300th save puts him in an elite group." 

 
 
Halos stay hot, top Twins for 7th straight win 
 
BY ALDEN GONZALEZ AND RHETT BOLLINGER/ MLB.COM 
 
 
ANAHEIM -- Johnny Giavotella and Kole Calhoun combined for six hits, C.J. Wilson escaped trouble over 
five innings and the Angels continued to roll in Southern California on Wednesday night, beating the 
Twins, 5-2, to increase their season-best winning streak to seven games. 
Huston Street finished it off by recording his 300th save, making him the 27th closer to reach the 
milestone. 
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7/22/15: Huston Street gets doused by Mike Trout and Joe Smith as he talks about notching his 300th 
career save 
 
The Angels, still two games ahead of the Astros in the American League West, are a season-high 14 
games above .500 and have won 17 of their last 20, tying a franchise record for their best 20-game 
stretch. The Twins have dropped four in a row and are now 7 1/2 back of the Royals in the AL Central. 
 
Chris Iannetta hit a solo homer in the second -- his fourth in the last eight games -- and Calhoun 
contributed RBI singles in the third and fifth inning against Twins starter Mike Pelfrey. In the seventh, 
Albert Pujols came through with an RBI double, giving the Angels a three-run lead and tying him with 
Bobby Abreu and Charlie Gehringer for 21st place on the all-time doubles list, with 574. 
 
7/22/15: Albert Pujols laces a double to deep left-center field, driving in Johnny Giavotella and padding 
the Angels' lead 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
It starts at the top: Giavotella and Calhoun, the top-of-the-order hitters who bat directly in front of Mike 
Trout, each went 3-for-4. Giavotella hit a triple to straightaway center field in the fifth and scored three 
runs. Calhoun drove in two runs and is batting .339 (22-for-65) with six homers and 17 RBIs in July. 
 
"Those guys, they got it going," Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. "We did well with runners in scoring 
position, we set the table well. We gave a couple outs up, but for the most part good clutch hitting by 
Johnny and Kole." 
 
 
7/22/15: Johnny Giavotella lines a ball to center field and races into third with a triple as Aaron Hicks 
falls 
 
Dozier drives in two: After singles from Aaron Hicks and Danny Santana, the Twins pulled off a double 
steal to set the stage for a two-run single from Brian Dozier. Wilson fell behind Dozier, who was able to 
to line a 3-1 changeup to center. But it was the lone hit for the Twins with runners in scoring position, as 
they went 1-for-9 in those situations. 
 
"We had baserunners throughout but we had just the one hit with runners in scoring position with 
Dozier bringing home a couple," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "The at-bats were a little bit better 
overall. We had Wilson at 100 pitches through five and got to the bullpen. But we just couldn't find a 
way back in." 
 
Trout-like: Daniel Robertson raced to the warning track in center field and caught a Trevor Plouffe liner 
just before smashing into the wall to start the fourth inning. Robertson suffered some soreness in his 
right trapezius muscle on the play, prompting him to be replaced by Trout, who started at designated 
hitter, three innings later. Robertson is day-to-day and doesn't expect the injury to be serious. 
 
7/22/15: Statcast tracks the route efficiency of Daniel Robertson as he makes a wall-slamming catch in 
center field against the Twins 
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Twins leave 'em loaded: Minnesota had a prime scoring opportunity in the fifth with the bases loaded 
and two outs, but Eddie Rosario grounded out to end the scoring threat. It was another failed chance for 
the Twins, who left 12 runners on base. 
 
QUOTABLE 
 "The struggle tonight was kind of funny, because I had enough stuff to get ahead in the count, but I 
didn't have enough stuff to finish the guys." -- Wilson on his start, which saw him throw 105 pitches in 
five innings of two-run ball 
 
SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
 The Twins' two-run third inning -- a product of Dozier's two-run single -- marked the first time the 
Angels had trailed in a game in 11 days, a span of 57 innings with the All-Star break wedged in the 
middle. Their deficit lasted about 10 minutes; the Angels reclaimed the lead with two runs in the bottom 
half. 
 
MILESTONE WATCH 
 Street's 25th save of the season gave him 300 for his career. The 31-year-old right-hander became the 
second-youngest pitcher to reach the milestone, trailing only former Angels closer Francisco Rodriguez. 
He reached the 300-saves mark with the fifth-fewest save opportunities ever (347). Street was making 
his first appearance since July 8, when he suffered a groin injury while recording save No. 299 in 
Colorado.  
 
7/22/15: Huston Street retires Trevor Plouffe to end the game, earning the 300th save of his career 
 
REPLAY REVIEWS 
Taylor Featherston was ruled safe at second base by umpire D.J. Reyburn on a pickoff play by Pelfrey in 
the sixth inning, but the Twins challenged the play. After a review, Featherston was ruled out and it 
helped Pelfrey get out of the jam. 
 
7/22/15: Taylor Featherston is called safe at second on a pickoff attempt and, after the Twins challenge, 
the call is overturned 
 
The Twins challenged another play in the sixth, and it saved them a run, as Calhoun was ruled safe at 
home by umpire Kerwin Danley on a sacrifice fly from Featherston with the bases loaded. But after the 
review, the call was overturned and Calhoun was ruled out to end the inning. 
 
7/22/15: Kole Calhoun is called safe at home ahead of Eddie Rosario's throw and, after review, the call is 
overturned and Calhoun is out 
 
INJURY REPORT 
 Angels third baseman David Freese suffered a non-displaced fracture on the tip of his right index finger 
in the fourth inning, upon getting hit by Pelfrey's fastball. Freese suffered a similar injury to his right 
middle finger in early May of last year and missed 18 days. He'll hope for a similar timeline. More > 
 
"I went into the X-ray thinking I broke my thumb," Freese said. "I hate talking timelines with injuries, but 
if it's about the same, it's positive." 
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7/22/15: David Freese exits after being hit on the hand by Mike Pelfrey and is diagnosed with a non-
displaced fracture on his right finger 
 
WHAT'S NEXT 
Twins: Right-hander Ervin Santana makes his return to Anaheim to start in the series finale on Thursday 
afternoon at 2:35 p.m. CT. Santana, who played with the Angels from 2005-12, has posted a 3.66 ERA in 
three starts this year after serving an 80-game suspension for the use of a performance-enhancing drug. 
 
Angels: Garrett Richards opposes Santana and looks to build on a shutout against the Red Sox on 
Saturday. The 27-year-old right-hander has a 2.17 ERA over his last seven starts, giving up just 13 runs 
(12 earned) in 49 2/3 innings. Richards gave up two runs in 7 1/3 innings in his only start against the 
Twins last year. 

 
Freese fractures finger on hit by pitch 
 
BY ALDEN GONZALEZ/ MLB.COM 
 
ANAHEIM -- Angels third baseman David Freese suffered a non-displaced fracture on the tip of his right 
index finger on Wednesday night, a product of getting hit by a fastball from Twins right-hander Mike 
Pelfrey in the fourth inning. 
Freese exited immediately after the hit by pitch and was wearing a splint on the injured finger after the 
Angels' 5-2 win, their season-best seventh in a row. The 32-year-old pending free agent fractured his 
right middle finger in early May last year and spent 18 days on the shelf. 
  
He'll hope for a similar timetable. 
 
"I don't like talking timelines with injuries, but if it's about the same, it's positive," said Freese, who will 
keep the splint on his index finger for two weeks. "I'm not sure yet, though." 
 
The Angels will announce a corresponding move on Thursday, but chances are they'll call up Kyle 
Kubitza, the 25-year-old, left-handed-hitting third baseman they hope will establish himself as the 
everyday guy next season. Kaleb Cowart, the former No. 1 prospect who has rescued his career with a 
strong showing in Triple-A, is an outside candidate to replace Freese. 
 
Kubitza (.276/.346/.446 slash line in Triple-A) has spent his last five games playing left field, while 
Cowart (.336/.415/.541 after two rough years in Double-A and a rough start to 2015 with Class A 
Advanced) has started at third base. 
 
"The guys who have been out there every day have been remarkably resilient, and they've played a lot," 
Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. "We lost Collin Cowgill, who's really an important piece of what we 
do in the outfield, and now we lose David Freese for a couple weeks, it looks like. It's big. We're going to 
have to continue to carry momentum from game to game." 
 
Outfielder Daniel Robertson exited the game after the sixth inning, two innings after suffering a sore 
right trapezius muscle while making a highlight-reel catch on a Trevor Plouffe line drive against the 
center-field fence. But the 29-year-old expects to be fine. He'll get an X-ray on Thursday morning just to 
be certain. 
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"It is what it is," Robertson said. "Everybody plays a little banged up." 
 
7/22/15: Daniel Robertson races back on a deep fly ball and makes a great catch before slamming into 
the center-field wall 
 
Freese's injury comes at a time when his team is rolling, winning 17 of 20 to move a season-best 14 
games above .500 and remain two games up on first place in the American League West. 
 
"I'll be one hell of a cheerleader," Freese said. 
 
Freese sports a .241/.308/.399 slash line with 11 homers and 43 RBIs and has been batting sixth of late, 
below the red-hot Erick Aybar. Freese was struggling when he suffered the injury to his middle finger 
last year, then returned on May 20 and finished the year with a solid .272/.333/.405 slash line over his 
last 110 games. 
 
"I came back last year and got on a roll," Freese said. "I plan on doing the same." 

 
Trout returns to lineup as Angels' DH 
 

BY DAVID ADLER/ MLB.COM 
 
ANAHEIM -- Angels center fielder Mike Trout returned to the Angels' lineup for Wednesday's 5-2 win 
over the Twins, one day after missing his first game of the season with soreness in his left heel. 
Trout, who went 0-for-4 at the plate, started at designated hitter as a precaution, prompting Albert 
Pujols to play first base and C.J. Cron to sit despite a 4-for-4 game in Tuesday's 7-0 win. Daniel Robertson 
started in Trout's place in center field, but he was replaced by Trout in the top of the seventh inning. 
 
"It's a lot better," Trout said of his heel Wednesday afternoon. "Once I got loosened up yesterday it felt 
good. And then today, coming in, it's definitely better." 
 
Mike Trout starts off the second half of the season with a walk-off home run in the bottom of the 9th - 
#THIS 
 
Trout said he still doesn't know what exactly caused the injury, but that it was the most his heel had 
hurt. He got treatment on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
 
"I woke up and I was in some pain," Trout said of initially feeling the soreness. "It wasn't normal. Good 
day to rest it yesterday." 
 
The 23-year-old Trout entered Wednesday with a 307/.400/.614 slash line, with 28 homers, 57 RBIs and 
nine stolen bases. 
 
With Trout out on Tuesday, Pujols started at DH despite being initially scheduled for a day off. With 
Pujols playing Wednesday as well, Scioscia said he could get that day off Thursday. 
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"We're gonna wait and see how he comes out of it [Wednesday]," Scioscia said. "Albert, he just wants to 
play, he's special. We'll talk to him after the game and evaluate it and see if tomorrow's a day that he 
would need the day. At the very least he would probably DH." 

 
Angels aim for 8th straight win, sweep vs. Santana 
 

BY DAVID ADLER/ MLB.COM  
 
Longtime Angel and current Twins right-hander Ervin Santana will return to the mound in Anaheim for 
the first time since he was traded in 2012 on Thursday, when the Angels and Twins wrap up their three-
game series at Angel Stadium. 
Santana pitched against the Angels once, as a member of the Royals in 2013, the season after the trade, 
but that was in Kansas City. He's never thrown a pitch at Angel Stadium in a road uniform. 
  
His opponent will be Angels righty Garrett Richards, coming off his best start of the year, a two-hit 
shutout of the Red Sox in which he allowed just three baserunners. It was Richards' first complete game 
since Aug. 4 of last season, and he'll look to lead the Angels to their eighth straight win. 
 
Things to know about this game 
 
• The Angels' Mike Trout missed Tuesday's game with a sore left heel, and started at designated hitter 
on Wednesday as a precaution before taking over in center field in the seventh inning. He will likely start 
at center field for Thursday's series finale. 
 
• Albert Pujols passed up a scheduled day off Tuesday with Trout out of the lineup and played first base 
on Wednesday. Manager Mike Scioscia said the team would evaluate whether Pujols needs Thursday off 
after Wednesday's game, but at the least Pujols will likely DH. 
 
• Twins catcher Kurt Suzuki got a routine off-day on Wednesday, and he should return to the lineup for 
Thursday's game. 

 
Weaver eyes more consistency before return 
 
BY ALDER GONZALEZ/ MLB.COM 
 
ANAHEIM -- Jered Weaver knows when he's right, and he still isn't. 
"Not yet," Weaver said Wednesday. "It's just not there yet." 
  
Weaver threw a four-inning, 60-pitch simulated game on Tuesday, but it looks as if that won't be his 
final step before rejoining the Angels' rotation, as initially anticipated. The longtime ace will probably 
need to throw in another simulated game or perhaps even go on a Minor League rehab assignment, a 
convenient circumstance given the difficult rotation decision the Angels will have to make when he 
comes back. 
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"The hip's feeling good," said Weaver, who was placed on the disabled list June 21 with left hip 
inflammation. "Mechanically, something's just a click off. I'm just trying to get back to where I know I 
can be. It's getting close. I've had good days and bad days; I just need to get more consistent." 
 
Weaver will throw a bullpen session on Thursday, and then the Angels will determine his next step. 
Angels manager Mike Scioscia said the 32-year-old right-hander "is moving in the right direction" and 
"has made a lot of progress" since getting placed on the shelf about a month ago. 
 
"It's just more of a timing issue with his mechanics," Scioscia said. "There's no doubt that as he's moved 
through this process the last couple weeks where he's really starting to get aggressive, he's made 
progress with his timing and his command and you're seeing him get out in front a little bit more and 
you're starting to see the ball come out of his hand the way it needs to." 
 
Weaver began the year 0-4 with a 6.29 ERA, then posted a 1.98 ERA over a five-start stretch in May and 
navigated through June with a 6.58 ERA before getting placed on the shelf. He's 4-8 with a 4.75 ERA on 
the season, while giving up a career-high 1.5 home runs per nine innings. 
 
The success of the other starters -- C.J. Wilson, Garrett Richards, Hector Santiago, Andrew Heaney and 
Matt Shoemaker have combined for a 0.64 ERA since the All-Star break -- has made it easier for Weaver 
to take a little extra time. 
 
"I might as well get back to closer to 100 percent than coming back early and having to work into it from 
there," Weaver said. "We're in a little bit of a better situation than we have been in the past as far as 
starting rotation in the Minor Leagues. 
 
"I want to be out there more than anybody, but at the same time, I want to make sure that my body's 
ready to go." 
 
Worth noting 
 
• The Angels would still prefer to acquire an offensive player who's controlled beyond 2015, but they're 
open to rentals, which would include Tigers outfielder Yoenis Cespedes. "It's all about opportunity cost," 
a source said. Another rental that makes sense for them is Brewers outfielder Gerardo Parra, a left-
handed hitter with a .315/.352/.514 slash line. 
 
• Nick Tropeano was scratched from his scheduled Triple-A start on Wednesday, likely setting him up to 
start for the Angels on Friday -- a day they need a sixth starter because of Monday's doubleheader. 
Tropeano hasn't pitched since throwing seven innings of two-run ball on Thursday, but he threw a 
power bullpen session on Tuesday. 
 
• The Angels and Children's Hospital of Orange County are partnering in support of the "Be an Angel for 
CHOC" campaign. Each fan donating $1 per win will receive a hat and two tickets to the Sept. 30 game 
against the A's. A donation of $5 per win earns fans an additional autographed baseball. A one-time 
donation of $1,000 garners a meet-and-greet with players. 
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Torii full of pride watching Trout's evolution 
 
BY LYLE SPENCER/ MLB.COM 
 
ANAHEIM -- Torii Hunter watches Mike Trout, like so many others he has mentored over the years, with 
the unabashed pride of a parent -- or an involved big brother who has done his job well. 
"He's my guy," Hunter said of the reigning American League Most Valuable Player Award winner and 
two-time All-Star Game MVP. "Trout sat next to me [in the Angels' clubhouse] and asked me all the 
questions in the world. It feels good to see him put to good use things he learned when we were 
teammates here with the Angels. 
  
"I've got to commend his family -- his mom and dad -- for raising him right and teaching him those things 
that build character. You need to seek wisdom and understanding, and he's doing it here in the real 
world." 
 
Trout was a 19-year-old in 2011, figuring things out in a backup role. In 2012, Hunter's fifth and final 
season with the Halos, Trout broke out with a season for the ages. As the legend has grown, Trout 
emerging as the game's premier player, Hunter has moved moved from Detroit back to his original 
Minnesota home with a youthful Twins team benefitting from his vast experience and leadership. 
 
Returning this week to Anaheim, Hunter was greeted by familiar chants from fans who admired his play 
on the field and work off the field as a man of the community. 
 
"They appreciate that I came to play every day, ready to win," Hunter said. "They show me their love, 
every time I'm here. A piece of my heart's still here. They adopted me here when I left the Twins [in 
2008], and I still love them." 
 
Despite having parted as teammates, Trout and Hunter have remained in constant contact over the past 
three years. They talk about twice a week, Hunter said. 
 
"He knows everything out there -- I learned so much from Torii," Trout said of the nine-time Gold Glove 
Award-winning outfielder who moved from center to right in 2010 to accommodate Peter Bourjos and 
then Trout. "I still think about things he taught me, like visualizing a play before it happens. 
 
"Before at-bats, we're talking in the outfield about things to look for, what a hitter might do with a 
certain pitch. That's one of the things I learned from Torii, who was always talking out there. He taught 
me to know which base I was going to throw to before the pitch. 
 
"I still talk to Torii and shoot him a text now and then. He's always available." 
 
Twins celebrate Torii's birthday  
 
 
Twins celebrate Torii's birthday  
 
 
7/18/15: Twins give Torii Hunter some fun gifts for his 40th birthday 
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Hunter turned 40 on Saturday when the Twins were in Oakland. He was totally surprised on Sunday 
night by a group of teammates and ex-teammates hosting a Spiderman-themed party at a restaurant 
close to his former home in Newport Beach, Calif. His wife led him there; Torii, as always, was the life of 
the party. 
 
Hunter, by nature, holds nothing back and gives much more than he takes. 
 
The Matt Carpenter story -- how Torii embraced the Cardinals star when Carpenter was a raw high 
school kid in Texas and sponsored his attendance in skills-building baseball camps -- is endearing, but it's 
just the tip of an iceberg. Hunter has forged lasting relationships by extending wisdom and advice to 
dozens of players in both leagues. 
 
"It's like being a big brother," Hunter said. "They can't receive anything until you build a relationship 
first. They can't take information if they don't know me. Spring Training is perfect for taking guys to 
dinner, talking about life. That's where it usually starts. 
 
"That's what we all should do as men. After everything I've been through -- all the failures and mistakes -
- I've made adjustments and learned from it. I call it 'heal pain.' I'm able to give it back now. Watching all 
these guys I've worked with and helped, seeing how they've grown, it's a great feeling." 
 
Hunter mentored Denard Span, his successor in center in Minnesota and now a Washington National, 
and now has under his wing Aaron Hicks, from Wilson High School in Long Beach, just up Interstate 5 
from Anaheim and the Urban Youth Baseball Academy in Compton. 
 
"Torii's teaching me how to prepare better," said Hicks, a superb defender in center with developing 
offensive skills. "He's showing me how to have a game plan. He's a great guy and a great teammate." 
 
Byron Buxton, the supremely talented Twins prospect, is another Hunter protégé, finding his way as 
Trout did before him. 
 
The gold standard now, not just in center field but in the sport, Trout in a sense is Torii's masterpiece. 
The bond endures. 
 
"He's come a long way -- but it was always there, I knew that," Hunter said. "He was blessed with God-
given ability and the desire to get better. When he does something most people don't know how to do, 
I'll think to myself, 'Man, I taught him that.' It's a feeling of joy." 
 

Angels' Eaves hits trio of homers off twin brothers 
 
BY WILLIAM BOOR/ MLB.COM 
 
Kody Eaves led the Class-A Inland Empire 66ers to a 7-4 win over High Desert with a trio of home runs. 
The second baseman, the Angels  25th-ranked prospect according to MLBPipeline.com, went 3-for-5 
with three home runs and six RBIs in the win. 
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Eaves impressive performance came at the expense of David and Ryan Ledbetter, twin brothers and 
pitchers for High Desert. 
 
"No, I wasn't aware of that -- that's something new to me," Eaves told MiLB.com when asked about the 
odd accomplishment. "That's funny, I didn't know that." 
 
Eaves was selected in the 16th round of the 2012 Draft and is hitting .251 through 90 games this season. 
 
Wednesday's power barrage, his first multi-homer game of the season, brings Eaves' season total to 
nine. 
 
"It was awesome," Eaves told MiLB.com. "It was a good experience, I put good swings on the ball and 
just -- I can't even explain it -- it was fun." 

 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

 
Angels 3B David Freese headed to DL after fracturing right index finger 

ANAHEIM, Calif. -- Los Angeles Angels third baseman David Freese will be out at least two weeks with a 
broken right index finger after getting hit by a pitch Wednesday night. 
 
Freese left the Angels' 5-2 victory over Minnesota in the fourth inning when he turned into contact in an 
attempt to avoid Mike Pelfrey's inside pitch. 
 
Freese took first base after getting hit, but eventually left the game after consulting with manager Mike 
Scioscia. X-rays revealed a non-displaced fracture, and Freese is expected to be placed on the disabled 
list Thursday. 
 
Freese must wear a splint for at least two weeks before another X-ray will determine how quickly he can 
return. 
 
"After that, it's just about me toughing it out -- pain tolerance," Freese said. "It's kind of similar to last 
year." 
 
The 2011 World Series MVP, Freese broke his right middle finger last season when he was hit by a pitch. 
He was out for 16 games. 
 
"You want to be in the lineup," Freese said. "I'll just be a good cheerleader, come in wearing a big smile 
and be ready to go when I'm ready." 
 
Freese is batting .240 with 11 homers and 43 RBI in 90 games as the Angels' starting third baseman. 
Although he hasn't been a game-changing hitter, he has been steady in the Angels' sometimes top-
heavy lineup. 
 
"This is a big one, obviously," Scioscia said. "It's big, but it's just part of the season. We're going to have 
to continue to carry momentum from game to game." 
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Los Angeles has won seven straight games and 17 of 20 overall while streaking to the AL's second-best 
record at 54-40. 
 
Taylor Featherston replaced Freese in the fourth inning, but the Angels have two minor-league third 
basemen who could replace Freese on the 25-man roster when he hits the disabled list. 
 
Kyle Kubitza is having a solid season for the Angels' Triple-A affiliate in Salt Lake, and former top 
prospect Kaleb Cowart has revitalized his career by batting .333 for the same Bees team with 31 RBI in 
38 games. 
 

Angels 3B David Freese breaks finger, out at least 2 weeks 
 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) -- Los Angeles Angels third baseman David Freese will be out at least two weeks 
with a broken right index finger after getting hit by a pitch Wednesday night. 
 
Freese left the Angels' 5-2 victory over Minnesota in the fourth inning when he turned into contact in an 
attempt to avoid Mike Pelfrey's inside pitch to the right-handed hitter. 
 
Freese took first base after getting hit, but eventually left the game after consulting with manager Mike 
Scioscia. X-rays revealed a non-displaced fracture, and Freese is expected to be placed on the disabled 
list Thursday. 
 
Freese must wear a splint for at least two weeks before another X-ray will determine how quickly he can 
return. 
 
''After that, it's just about me toughing it out, pain tolerance,'' Freese said. ''It's kind of similar to last 
year.'' 
 
The 2011 World Series MVP broke his right middle finger last season when he was hit by a pitch. He was 
out for 16 games. 
 
''You want to be in the lineup,'' Freese said. ''I'll just be a good cheerleader, come in wearing a big smile 
and be ready to go when I'm ready.'' 
 
Freese is batting .240 with 11 homers and 43 RBIs in 90 games as the Angels' starting third baseman. 
Although he hasn't been a game-changing hitter, he has been steady in the Angels' sometimes top-
heavy lineup. 
 
''This is a big one, obviously,'' Scioscia said. ''It's big, but it's just part of the season. We're going to have 
to continue to carry momentum from game to game.'' 
 
Los Angeles has won seven straight games and 17 of 20 overall while streaking to the AL's second-best 
record at 54-40. 
 
Taylor Featherston replaced Freese in the fourth inning, but the Angels have two minor-league third 
basemen who could replace Freese on the 25-man roster when he hits the disabled list. 
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Kyle Kubitza is having a solid season for the Angels' Triple-A affiliate in Salt Lake, and former top 
prospect Kaleb Cowart has revitalized his career by batting .333 for the same Bees team with 31 RBIs in 
38 games. 

 
Angels beat Twins 5-2 for 7th straight win 
 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) -- Huston Street had to wait two weeks between his 299th and 300th saves, partly 
because of a minor groin injury and partly because of the All-Star break. 
 
But mostly because his Los Angeles Angels have been so good that they barely needed their closer 
during a spectacular July. 
 
Street became the 27th pitcher to record 300 career saves, Kole Calhoun had three hits and drove in two 
runs, and the Angels beat the Minnesota Twins 5-2 on Wednesday night for their seventh straight 
victory. 
 
Angel Stadium set off a fireworks display when Street retired Trevor Plouffe on a grounder back to the 
mound to end Los Angeles' 17th win in 20 games. The 31-year-old Street became the second-youngest 
closer to hit the milestone, behind former Angels closer Francisco Rodriguez. 
 
''More than anything, what I appreciate about it is you know all the work you put in, but you also know 
how many good teammates you've played with,'' Street said. ''I've pitched in a bunch of great bullpens. 
There's eight innings of winning baseball that has to be played before I even take the mound, and I 
always just approached my job as I'm just one guy trying to make one pitch at a time.'' 
 
Street hadn't earned a save since July 8, but he allowed just one walk in the ninth while picking up his 
25th save of the season. 
 
''This number is motivating for me,'' Street said while his sons, Ripken and Ryder, shared a chair and 
mostly stayed quiet next to him. ''It definitely is substantial when you look at the history of the game, 
how many people have done it. At the same time, I'm 31 years old, I believe I'm in an organization that 
has a chance to win this year, the next year and a lot more after that.'' 
 
The Angels are doing a lot of it lately. Chris Iannetta homered and Albert Pujols had an RBI double for 
the Angels (54-40), who have won 13 of 15 while streaking to the top of the AL West. 
 
Johnny Giavotella had three hits and scored three runs for the Angels, who briefly trailed for the first 
time during their streak in the third inning - but reclaimed the lead later in the inning. 
 
''For the most part, we had good clutch hitting,'' manager Mike Scioscia said. ''We were able to get a big 
enough gap and hold on.'' 
 
Not everything went well, however: Third baseman David Freese is out for at least two weeks after his 
right index finger was broken by an inside pitch in the fourth from Mike Pelfrey. 
 
 
Brian Dozier had an early two-run single for the Twins, who have lost four straight. 
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Pelfrey (5-7) pitched six innings of nine-hit ball for the Twins in his fifth consecutive loss, extending a 
seven-start winless skid since June 7. 
 
C.J. Wilson (8-7) yielded six hits and two walks while persevering through five innings. 
 
''We wanted to get his pitch count up,'' outfielder Torii Hunter said of his former Angels teammate. 
''C.J.'s stuff is good, and he's kind of effectively wild. But when he's on, you're in trouble.'' 
 
Minnesota left seven runners on base in a frustrating three-inning stretch against Wilson, who got Eddie 
Rosario on a grounder to escape a bases-loaded jam with his 105th pitch in the fifth. Four relievers 
finished up with scoreless innings, stranding four more runners. 
 
''We couldn't keep the leadoff man off base,'' Minnesota manager Paul Molitor said. ''It seemed like 
every inning you're playing defense under pressure. We had a chance to make a few plays, but we 
didn't. They're a very opportunistic team and they're taking advantage of it right now.'' 
 
TROUT BACK 
 
Mike Trout went 0 for 4, starting as the Angels' DH before taking over in center field for the seventh. The 
AL MVP sat out his first game of the season Tuesday with a sore left heel. 
 
TRAINER'S ROOM 
 
Twins: Rookie DH Miguel Sano went 0 for 3 with two walks in his return from a two-game absence with 
a sprained right ankle. 
 
Angels: RHP Jered Weaver isn't quite ready to return from an injured left hip that has kept him out since 
June 21. He plans to throw another simulated game or make a minor-league start first. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Twins: Ervin Santana (1-0, 3.66 ERA) faces his longtime Angels teammates in just his fourth start of the 
season. 
 
Angels: Garrett Richards (10-6, 3.24 ERA) has ramped up to last season's near-unhittable form, capped 
by a shutout of Boston in his last start. 

 
Twins-Angels Preview 
 
Ervin Santana called Angel Stadium home for eight years. He was an All-Star and threw the Los Angeles 
Angels' first individual no-hitter in almost three decades. 
 
Anaheim will be enemy territory for him for the first time Thursday, though, when he takes the mound 
for the Minnesota Twins against baseball's hottest team. 
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Santana (1-0, 3.66 ERA) went 96-80 with a 4.33 ERA in 236 games with the Angels from 2005-12. His 
tenure was highlighted by an All-Star nod in 2008 and a 10-strikeout no-no at Cleveland on July 27, 2011. 
 
Though this marks his first trip to Angel Stadium as a visitor, it's unlikely to be worse than his only other 
start against Los Angeles. He gave up five runs and four homers over 7 2-3 innings of a 5-4 loss with 
Kansas City on May 23, 2013. Mike Trout, Albert Pujols, and Chris Iannetta - who homered in the Angels' 
5-2 win Wednesday - all went deep. 
 
Santana is 50-38 with a 3.77 ERA in 117 games in Anaheim. 
 
The right-hander had a horrendous outing versus Detroit before the All-Star break, his second start since 
serving his 80-game suspension for performance-enhancing drugs. On Friday, however, he looked more 
like the pitcher the Twins thought they were getting after signing him to a four-year deal in December, 
as he limited Oakland to five hits and one walk over 7 2-3 innings in a 5-0 road win. 
 
"I think it was big for him and big for us," third baseman Trevor Plouffe told MLB's official website. "We 
know what kind of pitcher he is. He's got the track record and got everything we want in a pitcher. he 
throws strikes, works fast, he holds runners well. He's a big boost to our rotation." 
 
Facing these Angels (54-40) figures to be a tough test, given both the way they're swinging the bats and 
the pitcher they'll face. Los Angeles had 12 hits Wednesday and is hitting.301 with 27 homers while 
averaging 6.6 runs in a 13-2 stretch, which includes seven consecutive victories. 
 
Trout, who missed his first game Tuesday due to a sore heel, and Pujols combined to go 1 for 8, but the 
Angels got three hits apiece from Johnny Giavotella and Kole Calhoun atop the lineup. 
 
Garrett Richards (10-6, 3.24 ERA) comes off his second career shutout, a two-hitter in Saturday's 3-0 win 
over Boston. It marked the fifth time in seven starts he's completed at least seven innings while allowing 
two runs or fewer. 
 
The right-hander looks like he's recaptured the form that made him one of the front-runners for AL Cy 
Young Award last year before a torn patellar tendon required season-ending surgery. 
 
"I think he's shown a lot of the same things he showed last year," manager Mike Scioscia said. "There's 
been one or two (starts) maybe not exactly what he's looking for, but Garrett's throwing the ball very 
well." 
 
Richards, who is 6-1 with a 1.89 ERA at home, won his only previous start against Minnesota, allowing 
two runs in 7 1-3 innings of a 6-2 victory June 25, 2014. 
 
Minnesota (50-44) has scored five runs while dropping four in a row. Trevor Plouffe and Eddie Rosario 
are each 1 for 15 in that span, and the team is batting .185. 
 
A fifth straight loss would match the Twins' longest skid of the season set June 8-13. 
 
Angels third baseman David Freese is expected to miss at least two weeks with a broken right index 
finger after being hit by a pitch Wednesday night. 
 


