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Late rally for naught after Lynn chased early 
Jarrid Denney | MLB.com | May 16, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- For the first time in his career, Lance Lynn took the mound on Wednesday to face the Cardinals, the team that drafted him. It 
was not a warm return, as the Cards chased Lynn early and went on to win, 7-5, at Target Field. 
 
St. Louis taxed Lynn for 34 pitches in the first inning and scored two runs on Dexter Fowler's single to take an early lead. Lynn threw 82 pitches 
and 46 strikes over three innings before giving way to the Minnesota bullpen. 
 
"Lance is still fighting it a little bit, as far as command," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "You know, 81 pitches in three innings, that makes it 
tough. Had a chance to get out of the first after a couple nice strikeouts, but he gave up the Fowler hit. He tried to hang in there as best as he 
could. We tried to hang around, but they kept adding on and had a couple walks in the seventh that hurt us, trying to keep the game close." 
 
The outing was Lynn's shortest of the season, and it was only the 28th time in 169 career starts that he was unable to reach the fourth inning in a 
start. His ERA now sits at 7.47. 
 
"I've never done it before, so I just didn't really pay attention to it," Lynn said of facing his former club. "For me, it was another bad start this year, 
and that's pretty much all I've done so far. So it wasn't any different." 
 
Minnesota's offense came to Lynn's rescue early and cut the deficit to one when Max Kepler roped an RBI single to right field in the first inning. 
An inning later, Joe Mauer plated Byron Buxton with a single, but St. Louis had added another run at that point on Jose Martinez's run-scoring 
single in the top of the second. 
 
Cardinals starter Miles Mikolas entered Wednesday with a tidy 2.51 ERA and the best walks per nine innings ratio in the Majors. The Twins 
managed to work two walks off of him, but they were unable to capitalize once runners were aboard. Eddie Rosario singled three times within the 
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first five innings, but he was left stranded each time. 
 
Logan Morrison gave the Twins' offense a charge in the sixth when he smashed his fifth homer of the year, a solo shot to left field. But St. Louis 
responded with a pair of runs in the top of the seventh -- one on a Jedd Gyorko single and another on Matt Carpenter's double. 
 
The Cardinals increased their lead to 7-3 when Tommy Pham homered off of Phil Hughes in the top of the eighth. The Twins added two more 
runs and loaded the bases in the bottom of the eighth, and Eduardo Escobar eventually stepped to the plate, representing the go-ahead run. But 
Bud Norris came on to retire both Escobar and Gregorio Petit to end the threat. 
 
"If you want to look for positives, we kept playing," Molitor said. "We had the go-ahead run up here. We had trouble containing today." 
 
Norris stayed on in the ninth and retired Mauer, Brian Dozier and Rosario in order to close out the game for St. Louis. 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
The Twins put themselves in position to stage a late rally in the eighth inning. Rosario led off the inning with a walk, and two batters later, Mitch 
Garver followed with a single to center. Then Morrison came through again for the Twins with an RBI single to plate Rosario and put runners in 
the corners. Greg Holland then walked Robbie Grossman, and the Cards brought on Norris to face the pinch-hitting Escobar with one out and the 
bases loaded. 
 
Norris struck out Escobar swinging, but threw a wild pitch to Petit that skipped to the backstop and allowed Garver to score and cut the St. Louis 
lead to two. But Norris escaped the threat by getting Petit to ground out weakly to short, leaving runners stranded at second and third. 
 
SOUND SMART 
With two singles on Wednesday, Mauer now has 2,025 hits in his Twins career. He passed Harmon Killebrew (2,024) for sixth place on the 
Twins/Senators' all-time hits list. He trails Rod Carew (2,085) for fifth place on the list. 
 
UP NEXT 
The Twins will get a day off on Thursday before beginning a three-game home series with the Brewers at 7:10 p.m. CT on Friday. Kyle Gibson 
(1-1, 3.43 ERA) is coming off a strong outing against the Angels on May 12. He will square off with Milwaukee's Brent Suter (2-3, 5.14 ERA). 
 
Knee injury costs Twins' Castro rest of season 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | May 16, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- In what comes as an unpleasant surprise for the Twins, catcher Jason Castro will miss the rest of the season after undergoing 
surgery to repair the meniscus in his right knee. He was originally expected to miss four to six weeks, but there was more damage than expected. 
 
Castro, who was diagnosed with a slight tear to his meniscus, was scheduled to have a small part of it removed. Once doctors operated on his 
knee, they decided to keep what they could of the meniscus and repair it instead, as it gives him a better prognosis for the rest of his career. Castro 
already lost 30 percent of his meniscus to another operation. He missed the 2011 season with a torn right ACL and underwent arthroscopic 
surgery on his knee after the '13 season. 
 
"Things did not go as well as hoped with the surgery," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "As can be the case from time to time, MRI imaging 
didn't give us a clear picture of what was going on in there. The tear was more significant. Instead of a partial meniscectomy, they had to go ahead 
and fully repair that meniscus and keep what was left. They thought that was the best action as far as prolonging his career." 
 
Castro, 30, played through the injury early in the season, hitting .143/.257/.238 with a homer and three RBIs in 19 games. It bothered him more 
while hitting and running than catching, and he was ultimately placed on the 10-day disabled list on May 5 with the hope that he could return once 
eligible. 
 
But the injury proved to much more serious than expected, although Castro is expected to be ready for the 2019 season. Castro remains under 
contract through next year after a signing a three-year, $24.5 million deal prior to last season. 
 
"Part of the decision to do what they did was for Jason's best chance to come back next year and put this behind him," Molitor said. "I think there's 
some real optimism." 
 
With Castro out, rookie Mitch Garver and veteran Bobby Wilson will share catching duties with Willians Astudillo at Triple-A Rochester as 
depth. There's always a chance they could go outside the organization for catching help, but Molitor said the plan right now is to stick with Garver 
and Wilson. 
 
"It doesn't change how we are or how we operate here in the short-term," Molitor said. "If we stay the same, we'll all be fine. We're going to give 
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these guys an opportunity each day. We don't have any idea of the percentages or the majority for Bobby and Mitch, but it's one of those hurdles 
that comes along when you lose a guy you're counting on. You have to kind of make do. I have a lot of confidence. Since Jason has gone down, 
they've both done some things to show they're able to help us win." 
 
Chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said the Twins could look to add to their catching depth via the trade market, but he also said it's unlikely they 
sign any available free-agent catchers. 
 
"We feel like we're protected in a pinch, but we're going to pursue potential opportunities if we can in that space," Falvey said. "We feel pretty 
good about Bobby and Mitch, but that doesn't mean if there's an opportunity that presents itself that we wouldn't pursue it." 
 
Garver, who went 1-for-4 with a run scored in Wednesday's 7-5 loss to the Cardinals, figures to be the starting catcher in Castro's absence, and he 
said he's excited for the opportunity, although it's not the way he envisioned it happening with Castro's injury. 
 
"We're going to miss him," Garver said. "It's gonna be a learning experience. Every game is a learning experience. There's so much I try to pull 
away, both positive and negative, to try and get better the next day. Whether it's pitch-calling, or defense or offensively, you've just gotta try to 
pick up something every day and improve in the game." 
 
Lance Lynn's struggles continue as Twins drop series finale to St. Louis 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | May 17, 2018 
 
The Cardinals finally found the secret to beating the Twins on Wednesday: just wait for a friendly face on the pitcher’s mound. 
 
Lance Lynn, who spent the first six seasons of his major league career in St. Louis, lasted only three wearisome innings against his old team, gave 
up three runs, and set in motion the Twins’ first and only loss to the Cardinals this year, 7-5 at Target Field. 
 
The control issues that have marred Lynn’s brief tenure as a Twin, a problem that now has him at the bottom of the American League in walks per 
nine innings (6.99), returned after a brief hiatus, and turned what might have been a so-so outing into a pitch-count time bomb. He allowed no hits 
except singles, four in all, and recorded five strikeouts with his lively 95-miles-per-hour fastball among the nine batters he retired. But he 
constantly compounded his predicament with four walks, ultimately ending the Twins’ five-game winning streak against the Cardinals, dating to 
2015. 
 
“Lance is still fighting it a little bit as far as command. You know, 82 pitches in three innings, that makes it tough,” Twins manager Paul Molitor 
said. “Up here, it can be a fine line sometimes. It just hasn’t happened for him.” 
 
Worst of all Lynn, who walked away from the Cardinals as a free agent last winter, had chances to extricate himself from trouble, but twice 
allowed run-scoring hits with two outs. Dexter Fowler drove home two with a two-out slash to center in the first inning, and Jose Martinez got a 
two-out smash past a diving Logan Morrison in the second, driving in another run. 
 
Lynn labored in the humid 80-degree sunshine to record nine outs, setting a drowsy pace for a game that lasted nearly four hours. Was it strange 
facing his familiar former teammates, to try to beat the team that never bothered to offer a multiyear contract last winter despite his 72 victories in 
St. Louis? 
 
 “For me, it was just another bad start this year,” Lynn said. “That’s pretty much what I’ve done so far, so it wasn’t really different.” 
 
He’s got a point. Lynn, who has never finished a season with a losing record or an ERA above 4.00, is now 1-4 as a Twin, with a 7.47 ERA. 
 
“He’s aware it’s been a struggle so far,” Molitor said. “Sometimes, subconsciously or consciously, you’re trying too hard to get back on track. 
Pitching against the Cardinals [Wednesday] was something he was probably looking forward to, but it didn’t work out particularly well.” 
 
Especially since Lynn was facing Miles Mikolas, the righthander whom the Cardinals chose to sign instead of him. Mikolas, who was also offered 
a contract by the Twins, signed to a two-year deal last December as he returned from a successful three-year stint in Japan, and though he failed 
by one out to finish five innings and earn the victory — he allowed two runs on seven hits — he remains 5-0 with a 2.63 ERA thus far. 
 
The Twins, who had outscored the Cardinals 17-2 in winning the first three games between the teams this year, kept mounting rallies, two of them 
powered by Morrison, who hit his first opposite-field homer of the season. But a trio of inning-ending double plays kept them from ever 
overcoming St. Louis’ early lead. And their best chance to catch the Cardinals, who scored four runs off the Twins’ bullpen, was foiled by the tip 
of a first baseman’s spike. 
 
Trailing 7-3 entering the eighth inning, the Twins collected two walks and two singles off longtime Royals closer Greg Holland. When Cardinals 
manager Mike Matheny turned to his current closer, Bud Norris, a wild pitch cut the lead to 7-5 with two runners in scoring position and only one 



4 
 

out. 
 
But Norris struck out pinch hitter Eduardo Escobar, then induced Gregorio Petit to hit a ball to shortstop Paul DeJong’s right. The long throw was 
in time to retire Petit, but off-target. But St. Louis first baseman Matt Carpenter managed to maintain a sliver of contact with the bag as he 
stretched to snag it and end the inning. 
 
“If you want to look for positives, we kept playing. We had the go-ahead run up” to bat, Molitor said. “We just had trouble containing them 
[Wednesday].” 
 
Twins catcher Jason Castro out for the season 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | May 16, 2018 
 
Jason Castro’s meniscus in his right knee was more damaged than surgeons expected, and the repair was more extensive than planned. As a result, 
the Twins catcher will miss the rest of the season, the Twins announced Wednesday. 
 
Castro, undergoing surgery at the Steadman Clinic in Vail, Colo., expected to have a small part of the meniscus removed in order to relieve the 
nagging pain that had bothered him for the past few weeks. But “things did not go as well as hoped,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “The 
[magnetic resonance imaging] didn’t give us a clear picture of what was going on in there. The tear was a little bit more significant. … They had 
to go ahead and fully repair that meniscus, to try to keep what he had left.” 
 
Castro, 30, who underwent a full medial collateral ligament repair on the same knee in 2011, had been briefed on the possibility by his surgeon, 
knee specialist Dr. Robert F. LaPrade, and “[Castro] was on board,” Molitor said. “He wanted to protect his future.” 
 
That future involves several weeks of recovery, then several months of rehabilitation before he can return to the baseball field. But doing a full 
repair should put an end to the occasional flare-ups that have hampered him for the past few seasons. The Twins are optimistic Castro will be 
ready to play at the start of 2019, the final season on the three-year, $24.5 million contract he signed during the winter of 2016. 
 
“We’re really looking at about a five-to-six-month return,” said Derek Falvey, the Twins’ chief baseball officer. “We anticipate him having a 
relatively normal offseason.” 
 
Castro started 19 of the first 28 games, and was batting .143 with one home run before the pain grew too persistent to tolerate two weeks ago in 
Chicago. He went on the disabled list, and Bobby Wilson was called up to replace him on the roster, with Mitch Garver assuming the starting role. 
 
 “If we stay the same, I think we’ll all be fine,” Molitor said. “It’s going to give these guys an opportunity. It’s one of those hurdles that comes 
along when you lose a guy you’re counting on.” 
 
It’s an injury that leaves the Twins particularly vulnerable, because they have no catchers with major league experience — and barely any with 
Class AAA experience — in their system. Falvey said he is already examining options to provide more depth behind Garver and Wilson. 
 
“We feel like we’re protected in a pinch, but we’re going to pursue potential opportunities to upgrade,” Falvey said. “We have been prepping for 
[acquiring] depth, and we are now expanding that search, knowing we’re going to have the chance to have somebody impact us for the full 
season.” 
 
Falvey said the division of playing time is up to Molitor, but he and the manager spoke glowingly of the 35-year-old Wilson’s leadership abilities. 
 
“It’s one of the reasons we recruited him here — his leadership of [the pitching] staff and game-calling and framing,” Falvey said. “So we feel 
that will be in a good spot.” 
 
Garver is hitting .254 with two home runs, and he had some big hits on the recent 10-game road trip. Wilson, who has played for six different 
franchises, is 2-for-15 (.133) since being called up, but hit an important two-run home run in the Twins’ 4-1 victory Tuesday. 
 
Castro was “disappointed” when he spoke to Falvey on Tuesday night, but agreed that the injury was clearly hampering him, so a more permanent 
fix was probably best. 
 
“This [injury probably] impacted him more offensively than it even did defensively. Getting through catching and squatting is not easy, and he 
would be the last person to complain about it,” Falvey said. “But turning and twisting [while batting], on a meniscus issue, may have led to some 
of the challenges he had offensively. So I think this will set him up well for the future.” 
 
Garver immediately gave the Twins concern during Wednesday’s game when he was struck on the neck by a foul ball, then on the side of the 
mask by two more. 
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“I took a few good shots,” said Garver, who was checked for concussion symptoms every inning after the blows. “I didn’t need to come out of the 
game, but it definitely hurt.” 
 
With Jason Castro out for season, well-traveled Twins catcher Bobby Wilson gets to unpack for a while 
Patrick Reusse | Star Tribune | May 16, 2018 
 
The Twins were nearing the end of exhibition play in Florida and manager Paul Molitor was asked to identify the catcher next in line if Jason 
Castro or Mitch Garver were to require a replacement. 
 
“Bobby Wilson,” said Molitor, and now the Twins have the 35-year-old for as long as he remains viable. 
 
Castro underwent knee surgery that proved more complex than anticipated and will be lost for the second season of his three-year contract. 
 
There were some national reporters quick to suggest the Twins would be looking for a No. 1 catcher, although I don’t see the team in a panic over 
that. Garver, 27, is here to hit and hopefully improve as a receiver, and Wilson brings as much in handling pitchers and “framing” as did Castro. 
 
Wilson arrived on May 6 and in the 10 games since then, he has started five and Garver has started five at catcher. The last of those for Wilson 
came Tuesday night, when he caught Jose Berrios for the first time since early in spring training. 
 
Berrios had three tremendous starts and one with misfortune to start this season. He had totaled 18⅓ innings with an ERA of 8.84 in his next four, 
with Castro and Garver each catching him twice. 
 
A fix was needed, and it might have started when Wilson caught Berrios’ between-starts bullpen session. 
 
“We were working on [the curveball] in the bullpen, really driving that breaking ball in the zone …” Wilson said. 
 
Berrios was outstanding vs. St. Louis: one run, two hits, one walk and 10 strikeouts in 7⅓ innings. Being behind the plate for such a performance 
would have made it a dandy night for Wilson, but there was a bonus: 
 
He hit a two-run homer in the seventh — one pitch after Wilson fouled off a bunt trying to get Byron Buxton home from third. 
 
Wilson’s 16th and most recent big-league home run before that had been on Sept. 21, 2016. He hit his second of the month off the Yankees’ 
Masahiro Tanaka in a Rays’ loss in St. Petersburg … a few miles from home. 
 
Wilson grew up in Seminole, Fla., an enclave of 18,000 on the west side of Tampa Bay. He graduated from Seminole High in 2001. The Seminole 
Warhawks were Class 5A champions and rated No. 1 nationally. 
 
First baseman Casey Kotchman was taken No. 13 overall by the Angels and shortstop Bryan Bass No. 31 by the Orioles in the 2001 draft among 
numerous selected Warhawks. 
 
Wilson was picked by the Giants in the 26th round, didn’t sign, played one year of junior college at St. Petersburg College, and then signed with 
the Angels as a 48th-rounder in 2002. The scout doing the signing was Tom Kotchman, Casey’s father. 
 
He started his pro career in 2003. Name a league or a baseball outpost and Wilson probably has played in it, either for the home team or as a 
visitor. This April, he was in Rochester, N.Y., with the Twins’ Class AAA club. 
 
“I know the Twins had weather problems in Minnesota,” Wilson said. “I’ve started the season in a lot of places in 16 years. What we had in 
Rochester … that was the coldest baseball month of my life.” 
 
He had wrist surgery in December. There was a bit of leftover stiffness and the cold weather didn’t help. He was 5-for-40 (.125) at Rochester 
before the Twins sent for him. 
 
Wilson shrugged and said: “I try to advance the base-runners, and I’ll run into one once in a while.” 
 
He had seven home runs in a 2016 season split between Texas, Tampa Bay and Detroit, then wound up with the Dodgers’ Class AAA farm club 
in Oklahoma City for the entire 2017 season. 
 
OKC in the summer? 
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“Very hot,” he said. April in Rochester, N.Y.? “Very cold.” And Tuesday night at Target Field? “Just right.” 
 
The weather was gorgeous. Wilson caught a gem from Berrios and hit his first big-league home run in 601 days. And his wife, Lori, and the kids 
— Blake, 6, and Jace, 4, and baby sister Shae, 7 months — were in town from Seminole for a visit. 
 
Life couldn’t get much better than that for the last pro ballplayer standing (or crouching) from the mighty Seminole Warhawks of 2001. 
 
Manager Paul Molitor encouraged by Twins' progress 
Sid Hartman | Star Tribune | May 17, 2018 
 
Paul Molitor is not surprised the Twins have played so well in their past 14 games, going 9-5 after starting the season 9-16. 
 
Their recent success has come despite the team missing third baseman Miguel Sano, who is out because of a hamstring injury and has missed 18 
games, and center fielder Byron Buxton, who recently returned after missing 20 games because of a broken toe. On top of that, staff ace Ervin 
Santana has yet to pitch as he comes back from finger surgery in February and shortstop Jorge Polanco still is serving an 80-game suspension 
after a positive test for a performance-enhancing drug. 
 
Still, Molitor said he believes the Twins can compete in the American League Central, and the struggles of the Indians have helped the Twins (18-
21) remain only 1½ games out of the division lead. 
 
After the Twins' 7-5 loss to the Cardinals on Wednesday, Molitor assessed his team at this point in the season. 
 
"I'm hoping we're better than last year in the long run," Molitor said. "We still have a ways to go. We haven't sniffed the .500 mark here for a 
while. That should be your short-term goal. Obviously you try to win every day, but somehow you have to find a way back to the even-level mark 
and then try to build from there." 
 
Despite the injuries, a suspension and the slow start, Molitor said the Twins are still in the division race. 
 
"The fact that Cleveland hasn't run off with it has given us some optimism," he said. "I think we still have better baseball ahead. The injuries are 
part of the game, you've heard that for I don't know how many years, you have heard people talk about injuries with Sano and Buxton and now 
[catcher Jason] Castro [ruled out for the season Wednesday because of a knee injury] and we lost Polanco at the start of the season. 
 
"But you know, we're doing some things better. We're playing better defense. The quality of our at-bats are getting better, even though our lineup 
has been thinned out a little bit. But it's always going to center around how well our starting pitching does." 
 
Stats turn around 
 
Through the first 25 games, the Twins staff had posted a 5.34 ERA while striking out 232 and walking 113 in 227⅔ innings. 
 
In their most recent 14 games, including a rough outing Wednesday in which starter Lance Lynn allowed three runs in three innings and Ryan 
Pressly gave up two runs in one inning of relief work, the Twins have posted a 2.91 ERA while striking out 128 and walking 44 in 127 innings. 
 
Molitor was asked about the turnaround. 
 
"[Rookie pitcher Fernando] Romero has given us a boost," he said. "[Jose] Berrios has mostly been good. [Jake] Odorizzi has been good. We're 
trying to get Lance in a better place. I think he'll be fine in the long run. 
 
"Our closer [Fernando Rodney] loves the game. At his age [41], there really hasn't been much slowing down in terms of velocity and 
competitiveness. He has been on a real good run his last seven to 10 appearances." 
 
And the hitting has been better, too. 
 
The Twins were hitting .239 through that 9-16 start with 28 homers in 25 games, with 96 RBI and 102 runs scored. 
 
In their most recent 14 games they're hitting .254 with 16 homers, 61 RBI and 65 runs scored. 
 
Getting stars back 
 
Molitor said that despite Buxton's struggles at the plate, hitting .167, he thinks the Gold Glove center fielder is improving and his defense remains 
as important as his offense. 
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"He didn't get off to a good start before the migraines down there in Puerto Rico, and when you don't play up here for three weeks, we put him 
back in there just hoping he would make a difference defensively and hope the offense would come," Molitor said. "The last couple of days he has 
hit a couple of balls better, one back to the pitcher [Wednesday] and a line drive to left field [Tuesday]. So you know, I think he's starting to get 
his timing back." 
 
Molitor said Sano might begin a rehab assignment this weekend. 
 
"[Wednesday] was the best day that he's had," the Twins manager said. "He's going to be here to work out on the off day. We'll reevaluate him on 
Friday and if things are still progressing, we'll try to get him out on the rehab by the weekend." 
 
Yes, Molitor remains optimistic about his club and said there isn't a reason to worry about an up-and-down start because things seem to be turning 
around. 
 
"No question," he said. "We have 120 games to go. That is a lot of time to make up ground." 
 
Jottings 
 
• The University of Minnesota could host an NCAA regional baseball tournament if they want to make a determined effort to get it and spend the 
money it will take to host such an event. The Gophers (35-13, 16-4 Big Ten) are in first place in the conference by one game over Michigan, with 
three more at Rutgers starting Thursday to end the regular season. 
 
• It will be interesting to see how well the new transfers that Gophers basketball coach Richard Pitino has recruited are implemented this season, 
and who will be allowed to play right away. The latest transfer was guard Brock Stull from Wis.-Milwaukee. Xavier, one of the top teams in the 
country last season, was also after Stull but the Gophers won out. Stull averaged 13.4 points, 4.8 rebounds and 3.1 assists per game last season. 
 
• The Twins have averaged only 20,398 fans per game, which ranks 20th in baseball but first in the American League Central. 
 
• Alex Kirilloff, the Twins' 2016 first-round pick, continues to have a big bounce-back season at Class A Cedar Rapids after missing all of 2017 
with Tommy John surgery. The outfielder is hitting .310 with six home runs and 29 RBI in 31 games. 
 
• Former Twins slugger Kennys Vargas continues to struggle at Class AAA Rochester, hitting .198 with three home runs and 11 RBI in 31 
games. 
 
• Royce Lewis is sixth in the Midwest League in hitting for Cedar Rapids with a .340 average. Lewis, only 18 years old and the No. 1 overall pick 
last year by the Twins, also has 12 RBI, 12 stolen bases and 16 runs scored in 25 games. He has struck out 13 times and walked nine. 
 
• You have to wonder if former Hopkins standout Royce White got a bad deal after he and the London Lightning of the National Basketball 
League of Canada parted ways right before the NBL Finals, shortly after receiving a 10-game suspension for a verbal altercation with NBL deputy 
commissioner Audley Stephenson. White was leading the league in scoring at 25.4 points per game and was third in the league in rebounding at 
9.2 per game. 
 
Wednesday's Twins-St. Louis game recap 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | May 16, 2018 
 
GAME RECAP 
 
IMPACT PLAYER 
 
Dexter Fowler, Cardinals 
 
Two hits, two walks, and his first two RBI since May 9. 
 
By the numbers 
 
2,024 Career hits by Joe Mauer, tying him with Harmon Killebrew for sixth most in franchise history. 
 
on deck 
 
After playing 26 games in 27 days, the Twins get a day off before Milwaukee arrives for a three-game series Friday. 
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Say this for Lance Lynn: It sure was nice weather at Target Field 
Michael Rand | Star Tribune | May 16, 2018 
 
This is not the day for a complaint about the pace of play in Major League Baseball. If you’re going to take nearly four hours to play and watch a 
nine-inning game (final score: St. Louis 7, Twins 5), it might as well be on a gorgeous, summer-like day in mid-May at Target Field. 
 
As a perk of the job, I wandered over for about 45 minutes over lunch hoping to catch two or so innings and gather enough material for a blog 
post. 
 
I succeeded in the latter, at least. On the former, I arrived with one out in the top of the second inning at 12:41 p.m.. Twins starter Lance Lynn was 
already in full-on laboring mode, and he made an event of the rest of the inning while escaping eventually with just one run allowed. 
 
Cardinals starter Miles Mikolas seemed like a better candidate for efficiency, since he entered the game with just three walks in seven starts, but 
he also labored with deep counts and long at-bats. By my count, he and Lynn combined to throw 116 pitches in the first two innings. 
 
By 1:26 p.m., I had watched a little of the top of the third and there were still no outs. It was time to go back to work, and I had seen exactly five 
outs recorded — not even a full inning in 45 minutes. 
 
Again, you’re not hearing me complaining. Not a lot of people get to include a trip to the ballpark as part of their workday, especially on a day 
like Wednesday. 
 
But I will say this: As far as Lance Lynn goes, it sure was nice weather at Target Field. 
 
John Shipley: MLB’s pace-of-play initiatives aren’t working 
John Shipley | Pioneer Press | May 16, 2018 
 
During a trip on the Jungle Cruise at Disneyland a few years ago, the boat pilot started the ride by welcoming his passengers to the “wonderful 
world of fun and magic that we call … work.” 
 
It’s a good line, and it came to mind Wednesday when, as soon as the last out was snatched from the air, official major league scorer Gregg Wong 
informed those in the Target Field press box that the Twins’ 7-5 loss to the St. Louis Cardinals took 3 hours and 50 minutes. 
 
John Shipley sigOne gets lulled into the languid, deliberate pace of a baseball game when the sun is out and temperatures are high, as they were 
Wednesday, and there’s something to be said for that. There’s also something to be said for not spending half a game watching pitchers circle the 
mound and batters compulsively adjust the Velcro on their gloves. 
 
People have been complaining about the length of major league games for a long time now, mostly beat writers, who a) like to complain, b) have 
a platform from which to complain and c) for whom a baseball game really is what they call work. Surely, one believed, baseball fans engrossed 
in the fate of their teams — or enjoying the complex nuance of the world’s greatest game — were much happier with the product. 
 
But even Major League Baseball knows it is testing that fealty. Focused on the pace of play since games averaged an all-time high 3 hours, 7 
minutes in 2014, the league has been adding, if not implementing, a series of rules designed to make games not just faster but more engaging for 
fans. 
 
It’s not working. Last season, games took a record 3 hours, 8 minutes on average. 
 
Prior to the 2015 season, batters were required to keep one foot in the batter’s box at all times under threat of something called “progressive 
punishment.” On Wednesday, Cards left-fielder Marcell Ozuna actually walked around both batter’s boxes. Prior to this season, the time between 
innings and allotted for relievers was reduced to 2:05 and 2:25 for locally televised games, respectively. But when there are a combined 11 
pitching changes in a game, as there were on Wednesday, so what? 
 
That’s today’s game, where starters last fewer than five innings, managers can challenge umpires’ calls, defenses shift for every batter and 
pitchers spend more time deciding what and when to throw than Copernicus spent trying to prove the Sun was the center of the known universe. 
No doubt Cardinals fans in attendance were satisfied by Wednesday’s victory, but thrilled? Not unless they enjoy — like, really enjoy — pitching 
changes. 
 
No one will remember this game unless they were on the Kiss Cam — except for maybe Twins starter Lance Lynn, who squandered his chance to 
make his former team regret the decision to let him go as a free agent with three innings that can be most graciously be described as “not terrible.” 
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He threw 81 pitches, and the first two innings took an hour and 10 minutes. Fans could have left whenever they felt like it; poor Lance had to wait 
for another couple of hours to answer uncomfortable questions from reporters who had to refer to their scorecards to even remember that Lynn 
started Wednesday’s game. 
 
Rules are fine, but it’s hard to encourage crisp play with tweaks. Rules can’t make batters stop trying to hit home runs and focus on putting more 
balls into play, or guessing with two strikes, and they can’t stop pitchers from nibbling and hoping to get a call unless they take umpires out of 
that equation. These are what the eggheads call systemic problems. 
 
Three hours and 50 minutes is fine when watching, say, the director’s cut of “Once Upon a Time in America.” Any editor worth her salt would 
have trimmed Wednesday’s game to 90 minutes, and it still would have been “Joe Dirt.” 
 
Twins’ Lance Lynn struggles again in 7-5 loss to St. Louis Cardinals 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | May 16, 2018 
 
Lance Lynn insisted this would be just another start for him. There would be nothing special about this first-ever assignment against the St. Louis 
Cardinals, his former organization for the past decade. 
 
Turned out Lynn was right. The three innings he worked on a muggy, slow-moving Wednesday afternoon fit neatly with the rest of his 
abbreviated body of work with the Twins, who have now lost six of the eight starts the veteran right-hander has made since signing 17 days before 
the season opener. 
 
“For me it was another bad start this year,” Lynn said after a 7-5 loss. “That’s pretty much all I’ve done so far, so it wasn’t any different.” 
 
Logan Morrison drove in two late runs with a homer and a single, but by then the Twins were on their way to a loss that kept them from 
completing a four-game interleague sweep of the Cardinals. They had outscored the Cardinals 17-2 and out-hit them 30-8 before things went 
sideways for Lynn once again. 
 
His earned-run average climbing to an uncomfortable cruising altitude of 7.47, Lynn gave up all three of his runs on two-out hits: Dexter Fowler’s 
sharp single up the middle in the first inning and Jose Martinez’s grounder past a diving Morrison in the second. 
 
Tommy Pham opened the game with a line single at 110.1 mph, and things hardly improved for Lynn from there as he departed after piling up 82 
pitches. 
 
“Lance is still fighting it as far as command,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “Up here it can be a fine line sometimes. It just hasn’t happened. 
Pitching against the Cardinals I’m sure was something he was looking forward to, but it didn’t work out particularly well.” 
 
Lynn issued four more walks, including a 10-pitch pass to free-swinging catcher Francisco Pena that was Pena’s first non-intentional walk this 
year. Lynn has now walked 29 in 37 1/3 innings for a nine-inning walk rate of 6.99, double his career mark and second-worst of 201 pitchers with 
at least 20 innings before Wednesday. 
 
Only Chicago Cubs righty Tyler Chatwood (7.65 BB/9) has struggled more to find the zone, while only Chicago White Sox righty Lucas Giolito 
(32) has walked more batters among American League pitchers. 
 
“I think he’s aware that it’s been a struggle so far,” Molitor said. “Sometimes, either subconsciously or consciously, you’re trying a little bit too 
hard to get it back on track.” 
 
It took Lynn 15 batters and 77 pitches to get his fifth swing-and-miss strike of the day. Since a trainer visit in Anaheim, Calif., for what Lynn 
termed a “zinger” in his left hip/back area, he has recorded just eight swinging strikes in his past 136 pitches. 
 
That’s a 5.9 percent rate for a pitcher with a 95-mph fastball who had been getting whiffs 10.8 percent of the time this year and has done so at a 
9.2-percent clip in a big-league career that dates to 2011. His batting average on balls in play was .381 coming in, fourth-worst in the majors, and 
the 31-year-old was allowing nearly two baserunners per inning. 
 
Molitor shot down any suggestion there has been a physical component to Lynn’s woes. 
 
 “I think he’s in a good place and his arm feels good,” he said. 
 
While Lynn is on a one-year, $12 million deal after turning down the Cardinals’ $17.4 million qualifying offer in November, his numbers over his 
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first eight starts compare unfavorably with such disastrous Twins free-agent signings as Ricky Nolasco and Mike Pelfrey. 
 
In 2014, Nolasco was 2-3 with a 5.51 ERA through his first eight Twins starts as he tried to pitch through a strained elbow. Nolasco allowed nine 
home runs and a .554 slugging percentage, but he had walked just 12 in 50 1/3 innings. 
 
A year earlier, Pelfrey opened 3-4 with a 6.57 ERA through eight starts. The sinker specialist allowed four homers and a .536 slugging 
percentage, but he walked 11 in 38 1/3 innings. 
 
“You can feel like you’re doing what you’re supposed to do or close,” Lynn said. “It just doesn’t go your way or something kind of snowballs on 
you. That’s kind of been how it has been going since the season started for me.” 
 
The Twins brought the potential go-ahead run to the plate in the eighth against closer Bud Norris, but pinch hitter Eduardo Escobar struck out and 
Gregorio Petit grounded out after a wild pitch narrowed the deficit to two. 
 
 
Twins lose catcher Jason Castro for the season after knee surgery 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | May 16, 2018 
 
Twins catcher Jason Castro is out for the rest of the season after surgery on his right knee Tuesday in Vail, Colo., turned out to be more involved 
than expected. 
 
Rather than remove a portion of the torn meniscus in Castro’s knee, as magnetic resonance imaging exams had suggested, Dr. Robert LaPrade of 
The Steadman Clinic went ahead and did a full repair of the meniscus. Castro will have a rehabilitation period of five to six months. 
 
“The tear was a little bit more significant,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “They decided to try to keep what he had left. They thought that 
was the best course of action for him as far as prolonging his career and productivity.” 
 
Castro, 30, signed a three-year, $24.5 million deal with the Twins as a free agent in November 2016. About $5.89 million remains in 2018 with 
another $8 million due Castro in 2019, when “there is some real optimism” about his ability to make a full recovery, Molitor said. 
 
“He’s looking at a long rehab,” Molitor said. “They decided to try to save what they could of the meniscus to try to prevent a bone-on-bone 
situation moving forward. Through sutures, they tried to save what he has. He was on board … that he wanted to protect his future.” 
 
Hitting just .143 with 26 strikeouts in 74 plate appearances, Castro missed all of 2011 with a torn ACL in his right knee and also had arthroscopic 
surgery on the same knee in September 2013. Because of that knee history, the Twins are unlikely to recoup any of the value of Castro’s 
remaining contract through insurance. 
 
Rookie Mitch Garver, 27, and 35-year-old journeyman Bobby Wilson will continue to share catching duties for the Twins. 
 
“It doesn’t change how we’re going to operate here in the short term,” Molitor said. “If we stay the same, I think we’ll all be fine. It’s going to 
give these guys an opportunity. We’re kind of mixing and matching day to day. It’s one of those hurdles that come along when you lose a guy that 
you’re counting on and you’ve  got to find ways to make do.” 
 
Drafted 10th overall out of Stanford in 2008, Castro spent his first nine professional seasons in the Houston Astros organization, including his 
lone all-star selection in 2013. He had 20 percent of his meniscus removed that September, which played into Tuesday’s decision. 
 
Castro’s condition bothered him more at the plate and on the bases than when squatting behind the plate, where he was throwing out a career-best 
40 percent (six of 15) of attempted base stealers. 
 
“Things are never perfect,” Molitor said. “We did what we thought was right, given how he felt and what he thought he was capable of doing.” 
 
While Garver is slugging .424 through 59 at-bats and Wilson is an accomplished receiver who hit a two-run homer in Tuesday’s 4-1 victory over 
the Cardinals, the loss of Castro’s game-planning skills and in-game instincts, from pitch calling to pitch framing, is significant. 
 
“His retention of the information that is given is one of the best I’ve ever seen,” Molitor said. “He doesn’t need to have the cheat sheet.” 
 
GARVER OK 
Garver threw out Dexter Fowler on a stolen-base attempt in the third inning, one pitch after taking a foul tip off his mask. 
 
Garver also required a visit from Molitor and head athletic trainer Tony Leo in the first inning after a Tommy Pham swing struck him on the side 
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of his neck two pitches into the game. 
 
“I took a few good shots,” Garver said. “The first one was in the neck, then I took two off the facemask pretty hard. I didn’t have any concussion 
symptoms. I didn’t need to come out of the game, but it definitely hurt.” 
 
CANO REACTION 
Twins closer Fernando Rodney is among several former teammates and friends of Seattle Mariners star Robinson Cano, who received an 80-game 
suspension on Tuesday after testing positive for the diuretic furosemide. 
 
“That’s going to be like a family situation,” said Rodney, who pitched in Seattle for two seasons (2014-15). “We feel sad. We wish it didn’t 
happen. Like he said, he’s been in the big leagues 14 years and he’s never had a problem like that.” 
 
Cano, a longtime mentor of Twins third baseman Miguel Sano, also played with Phil Hughes in New York and Logan Morrison in Seattle. 
Rodney said he planned to reach out soon to Cano. 
 
“Maybe next week, when everything calms down, I’ll talk to him,” Rodney said. “He’s a good teammate, a good player. This guy plays great 
defense. He has Hall of Fame numbers, but we’ll see what happens.” 
 
‘I’m feeling really good right now’: Top prospect Stephen Gonsalves getting closer to the big leagues 
Jake Depue | ESPN 1500 | May 17, 2018 
 
Stephen Gonsalves is exactly where he wants to be. At least for now. 
 
Gonsalves, the No. 3 prospect in the organization and No. 78 prospect in baseball according to MLB.com, is finally entrenched in Triple-A, after 
dominating Double-A over parts of the past three seasons. Outside of five games with the Red Wings at the end of 2017, Gonsalves was with 
Chattanooga from June 2016 until his promotion to Rochester three weeks ago. 
 
In 182 innings with the Lookouts, Gonsalves had a 2.22 ERA, 29.0% strikeout rate, and 9.7% walk rate. Those numbers helped earn him Twins 
Minor League Pitcher of the Year after the 2016 season, and a spot on several publications’ top 100 prospects lists this offseason. After an up-
and-down spring training, though, he was sent back to Chattanooga to open 2018. 
 
“I had a slow spring,” he said of his velocity in Fort Myers. “I only threw two ‘pens in the offseason because I wanted to have a fresh arm coming 
into the season. They sent me back to where I was comfortable so I could find my groove.” 
 
Gonsalves dealt with a shoulder issue two springs ago, delaying the start of his season by nearly two months, which may have been part of the 
reason he took it easy last offseason. After sitting in the high-80s with his fastball this March while he ramped it back up, he said his velocity his 
now back in the 90-92 range, occasionally hitting 94. 
 
“I’m right where I need to be,” he said. 
 
Triple-A pitching coach Stu Cliburn said Gonsalves also had some minor mechanical issues in the spring that he worked on with Double-A 
pitching coach Ivan Arteaga and coach Richard Salazar. 
 
“His mechanics are getting back to where they were last year,” Cliburn said. “I don’t know what happened over the winter as far as some things 
that maybe got out of whack, but he’s back in rhythm now and back on time with everything.” 
 
Gonsalves doesn’t have overpowering velocity, but features a four-pitch mix—fastball, changeup, curveball, slider–that keeps hitters off balance. 
His best pitch is his changeup, which he throws often and gets a lot of swinging strikes. In his final outing in Chattanooga, he estimated he threw 
it 35-40% of the time. 
 
“The changeup is my go-to,” he said. “I get strike one and kind of go from there. See what their swing is. Try to get early contact. Throw my 
fastball, changeup, spin a curve in there every once in a while.” 
 
Cliburn believes what Gonsalves lacks in overpowering stuff, he makes up for with movement, deception, and command. 
 
“He has big upside,” said Cliburn. “He’s not a mid-90s fastball guy, but he’s got size, leverage, a feel to pitch. A changeup that can complement 
his fastball. He has some deception, hides the ball well coming out, and can hit his spots. He can spin the ball, and has late life around the plate.” 
 
Gonsalves said one of his biggest goals this season is to have the confidence to throw any pitch in any count, and be able to throw them for strikes 
consistently. Although his walk rates suggest control isn’t a big issue, throwing his breaking ball for strikes, even when behind in the count, is a 
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key to his development. 
 
“I want to get all four pitches consistent,” he said. “Throwing all four sixty percent for strikes, be able to trust every pitch in every count. 2-0 
curveball, I’ve never thrown any of those in my life. But [in recent outings] I think I threw a couple 3-2 curveballs. I’m feeling really good right 
now.” 
 
Although he lacks high-end fastball velocity, he makes up for it with a high spin rate. Gonsalves said last year that he and spin-rate king Luke 
Bard had the highest spin rates among the organization’s minor leaguers. Along with his plus-changeup, that may help explain why he gets so 
many swings and misses. 
 
Bard said after he learned about his spin rate, he placed an increased emphasis on pitching up in the zone, because high fastballs are more 
effective when they’re accompanied by a high spin rate. Gonsalves seems to have a similar idea. 
 
“They tell me I have a lot of carry on the fastball,” he said of the information disseminated to him by the organization. “I don’t know if it’s spin 
rate or the axis of the spin, but my ball rises a little bit.” 
 
Other than a rough outing in his last start, Gonsalves has pitched well since his promotion to Rochester. He has a 3.94 ERA, 26.7% strikeout rate, 
and 8.3% walk rate in 16 innings. With Trevor May and Ervin Santana nearing a return to the Twins, Gonsalves will likely spend most of the 
summer in Rochester, though that could change depending on what happens at the trade deadline. Regardless, if he stays healthy, he has a good 
chance to debut at some point in 2018, and will be a candidate to open 2019 in the starting rotation. 
 
For now, Gonsalves is just happy to be back in Rochester, steadily working his way up the organizational ladder. By season’s end, if all goes well, 
he could be pitching in late-September for the first time in his career, with the Twins. 
 
“Hopefully it’s going to be a long year,” he said. 
 
Lance Lynn’s start against his former team ‘just wasn’t my day’ 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | May 16, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Lance Lynn’s start against his former team, the St. Louis Cardinals, was not the kind of outing you dream about as a kid. The 
new Twins’ starter used 82 pitches to record 9 outs before manager Paul Molitor had seen enough and turned things over to the bullpen. 
 
“A lot of pitches, a lot of deep counts and some walks,” Lynn said afterward. “They put some deep at-bats on me and were able to work some 
walks, work some hits. It just wasn’t my day.” 
 
He was asked if it felt any different facing a former employer for the first time: “No, for me it was another bad start. And that’s pretty much all 
I’ve done so far, so it wasn’t any different,” Lynn said. 
 
The Cardinals drew 4 walks Tuesday and added 4 more hits on the way to scoring 3 earned runs. The Twins hung around all game long, and 
eventually lost, 7-5, after Lynn’s start start required 6 combined innings out of Minnesota’s bullpen. 
 
Lynn has an extended track record as a much better pitcher than what he’s shown the Twins in 8 starts. The club at this point has to be hoping that 
Tuesday will be the last day that just didn’t go Lynn’s way. 
 
In Tuesday’s start, Lynn didn’t throw enough strikes, slowed down the pace, clogged the bases, and the end result was not the one that he would 
have wanted. 
 
Lynn said Tuesday that he’s not too concerned with the past, and that’s probably for the best. Now 8 starts into his Twins career, the results 
haven’t been pretty. He’s faced 180 hitters and issued 29 walks. He’s walked at least 4 batters in 5 of his 8 outings in a Twins uniform. 
 
“You can feel like you’re doing what you’re supposed to do or close, and it just doesn’t go your way and then things kind of snowball,” he said. 
 
A lot of Twins fans want to know how many more starts Lynn will be given if he keeps pitching this way. He’s working on a 1-year, $12 million 
contract with Minnesota. If he continues to pitch to a 7.47 ERA, the Twins will have other more appealing options for the starting rotation. Ervin 
Santana is scheduled to pitch a game Monday in extended spring training. Trevor May will pitch Thursday in Triple-A Rochester, his latest rehab 
outing on his way back from Tommy John surgery. May could be ready soon, and he’s eligible to be activated from the 60-day disabled list in less 
than two weeks. 
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Wetmore: Twins should ramp up search for a catcher in wake of Castro’s surgery 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | May 16, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — It seems these days that you can never have enough catching. 
 
We all know the baseball truism that there’s no such thing as too much pitching. One injury to their starting catcher and the Twins have learned 
the axiom applies to catching, too. 
 
Jason Castro will miss the remainder of the 2018 season, manager Paul Molitor said Tuesday. Castro was scheduled to go to a clinic in Colorado 
for a procedure that would have removed part of the meniscus in his right knee, an operation that could have cost him 4-6 weeks of recovery time. 
 
Instead, doctors judged that a more significant operation was best, and they changed course to repair his meniscus, which in turn keeps him out of 
action for 5-6 months, according to Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey. 
 
Mitch Garver is a fine offensive replacement and both Falvey and Molitor spoke optimistically about veteran Bobby Wilson behind the plate. 
 
The Twins should be making phone calls right now to see if anybody has an extra catcher laying around. They should trade for an impact catcher. 
 
CBO Derek Falvey intimated as much when he met with a small collection of media members Tuesday. 
 
“I think we feel pretty good about the guys right now, in Bobby and Mitch. But that’s not to say that there won’t be an opportunity that presents 
that we could pursue,” Falvey said. 
 
Let’s look at what they have, quickly, and then just outline a few possibilities. 
 
Mitch Garver: Long believed to be a bat-first catcher whose defense was coming along, Garver is hitting .254/.313/.424 this year. That’s pretty 
good for a catcher, and certainly a big step up from what the Twins were getting from Castro. On the flip side, Garver has had a handful of 
moments already this year in which we were reminded that he’s not Castro behind the plate. 
 
Bobby Wilson: Veteran journeyman catcher seemingly well-liked by everybody around Target Field. Falvey and Molitor spoke highly of his 
leadership ability behind the plate — a trait for which there is probably not an advanced metric but should never be ignored. 
 
“We think from a defensive standpoint, Jason, we’ve talked about his leadership and game calling,” Falvey said. “In Bobby, we’ve seen a little bit 
of what we believe he really can do there. He’s had less experience at the Major League level but that certainly was one of the reasons that we 
recruited him here — leadership of staff and game calling and framing. So we feel that will be in a good spot.” 
 
Minor league depth: Wilson was called up from the minor league ranks when Castro went on the disabled list in early May. After him the Twins 
hae Willians Astudillo, Jordan Pacheco and Wynston Sawyer at Triple-A Rochester. 
 
“Any time you lose a Major League piece and then you have to go tap into your depth, your layer below that is typically a little bit behind. So we 
feel like we’re protected in a pinch, but we’re going to pursue potential opportunities, if we can, to upgrade in that space.” 
 
That brings us to the question du jour: Who is out there? 
 
The Mets had a pair of catchers go down and their trade return — Devin Mesoraco — might say a little something about the current trade market 
for catchers. 
 
The big rumored name 
J.T. Realmuto, Marlins. Miami hosted an estate sale this winter, and Realmuto was about the only good young building block that didn’t leave 
their doors. He has 2 more years of team control after this one and is a great hitter. For those reasons, he should cost a lot to acquire. 
 
Given the volume of impact trades the Fish made this winter under new ownership, the fact that Realmuto wasn’t dealt could be an indication of 
what Miami’s executives thought about the relative value of any trade offers. 
 
If the Twins offered a big haul, would the Marlins bite? Would the Twins be aggressive enough to get that done? 
 
Catchers from sellers 
How many teams in baseball already know that they’d be willing to sell at the trade deadline? There are at least a handful. If the Twins lower their 
sights from Realmuto, would they make any of these four phone calls? 
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A.J. Ellis, Padres. San Diego has called up Raffy Lopez, who is listed first on the team’s depth chart. Ellis, 37, is being listed as the backup while 
Austin Hedges is on the DL (elbow tendinitis). 
 
Robinson Chirinos, Rangers. Texas is 9 games under .500 and stood on some shaky footing before the season began. Their starter behind the plate 
has a contract option (club) for 2019, too. 
 
Salvador Perez, Royals. I like him a lot behind the plate. He’s signed to a 5-year deal to stay with the Royals through 2021, so take that for what 
it’s worth. 
 
Chanco Sisco, Orioles. Wait, nevermind. 
 
Last thoughts 
Jonathan Lucroy, A’s. Was one of the best catchers on a frozen free-agent market before he agreed to sign with the A’s. The question in my mind 
is whether or not Oakland is a legitimate Wild Card contender, and if they’re in that race, would they be aggressive with a trade like this? 
 
Falvey was asked Tuesday if Castro’s extended absence would make the Twins intensify their efforts on the catching front. He suggested that the 
team already had been kicking around the idea of adding depth, knowing they’d be without Castro for a month at least. Falvey said the additions 
out there are likely to come from within an organization, which means it would not likely be one of the free agents out there still looking for work. 
 
Now that a starting-caliber catcher could play the remainder of the season — as opposed to being a one-month stopgap — perhaps a starting 
catcher would be more appealing. The Twins’ actions will tell us a lot about what they really think of their current catching situation. 
 
Last thought that might be worth a phone call or text: 
 
Are the Dodgers ready to sell a catcher? 
 
Twins’ catcher Jason Castro done for the year after change of plans with knee surgery 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | May 16, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Twins’ starting Jason Castro is done for the year, manager Paul Molitor said, after doctors changed the plan for his knee 
surgery. 
 
Castro was slated to have a partial meniscectomy, in which a portion of the meniscus in his right knee would be removed to improve symptoms 
from a partial tear. Instead, surgeons decided that the best plan was to repair what Castro has left of his meniscus, and the recovery process on the 
latter procedure is much longer than the 4-6 weeks that the Twins initially were hoping. 
 
In the interim, the Twins will continue to play with Mitch Garver and Bobby Wilson as their catchers. Castro has one more year remaining on his 
3-year contract in Minnesota, and Molitor said that the surgery was done with an eye toward the 2019 season and prolonging Castro’s career. 
 
Castro’s bat left a lot to be desired in the first month of the season. But the Twins will really miss his defensive abilities. His game planning, pitch 
calling, on-field coaching, his arm and, yes, his pitch framing. 
 
Molitor projected confidence when asked about his catching situation going forward, the tandem of Garver and Wilson. Then Molitor was asked 
what he’ll miss most about Castro behind the plate in his absence. 
 
“He certainly understands the value of information that can be applied to how you go about trying to get through a game,” Molitor said. “What’s 
hard to do — the game is constantly changing, and [knowing] what your pitcher might bring to a game and being able to make adjustments on the 
fly. Not to mention that his retention of the information that’s given is one of the best I’ve ever seen as far as, you tell him and he doesn’t need to 
have the cheat sheet, he’s got a really good idea. 
 
“It’s just all the things that go into catching whoever might be on the mound over the course of a game, and knowing what he needs to do to have 
the best chance to get outs,” he said. 
 
Lynn struggles with control, Cardinals outlast Twins 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | May 16, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Dexter Fowler and Matt Carpenter were expected to be key members of the St. Louis Cardinals this season, among the top 
three hitters in the batting order. 
 
St. Louis hopes Wednesday’s performance was a sign the two are getting back to their usual production. 
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Fowler reached base four times and drove in two runs in his return to the lineup, and the Cardinals beat former starter Lance Lynn and the 
Minnesota Twins 7-5 on Wednesday. 
 
Carpenter had three hits after being dropped to seventh, and Tommy Pham added a pair of hits that included his eighth homer. St. Louis had lost 
five of seven games, scoring more than three runs just once. 
 
“For us to struggle like we have, the lineup’s just not capable of doing what you thought it was going to do if you got guys like us not going,” 
Carpenter said. “For us to be as good as good as we are, we need everybody clicking. Today, you saw that.” 
 
Lynn (1-4) had control issues again, a surprising constant in his first season with Minnesota after six years with the Cardinals. He gave up three 
runs, four hits and four walks in three innings, throwing 82 pitches. 
 
“You can feel like you’re doing what you’re supposed to do, or close,” Lynn said. “Just doesn’t go your way, or something kind of snowballs on 
you. That’s kind of been how it’s been going since the season started for me.” 
 
Jordan Hicks (2-1) pitched a scoreless inning in relief for St. Louis. Bud Norris allowed an inherited run to score on a wild pitch but secured five 
outs for his ninth save in as many chances. 
 
After declining the Cardinals’ $17.4 million qualifying offer, Lynn was among many unsigned free agents as spring training began. He reached a 
$12 million, one-year contract with the Twins. 
 
Lynn averaged 3.4 walks per nine innings in his time with the Cardinals, a number that has crept to 6.6 per nine innings entering first start against 
St. Louis. 
 
“He’s aware that it’s been a struggle so far,” Minnesota manager Paul Molitor said. “Sometimes, either subconsciously or consciously, you’re 
trying a little bit too hard to get it back on track.” 
 
Fowler, who entered hitting .146, had a two-run single in the first. He made just his second start in five games and had two hits and two walks. 
 
Hitting .140 coming in, Carpenter started a game lower than cleanup for the first time since 2015. He had an RBI double in the seventh and his 
first three-hit game this season. 
 
“I think there was just things they see with the guys, something whether it’s mechanically or that feel that we’re always talking for, searching for,” 
St. Louis manager Mike Matheny said. “They sense, especially the guys who have been around a while, they sense when they’re getting close. 
Good time for it.” 
 
Logan Morrison had an opposite-field solo homer for Minnesota in the sixth. 
 
MILES MISSING 
 
Cardinals starter Miles Mikolas allowed two runs, two hits and two walks in 4 2/3 innings. It was the shortest start of the season for Mikolas, who 
had gone at least 6 2/3 innings in his prior six starts. 
 
“Just trying to see what I had in my bag today,” Mikolas said. “Didn’t have my best stuff out there today and just tried to grind through it and get 
outs and do what I could.” 
 
CLIMBING THE CHARTS 
 
Joe Mauer had two hits for the Twins and passed Harmon Killebrew into sixth on the Twins/Washington Senators franchise list with 2,025. He 
trails Sam Rice (2,887), Kirby Puckett (2,304), Joe Judge (2,291), Clyde Milan (2,100) and Rod Carew (2,085). 
 
TRAINER’S ROOM 
 
Cardinals: RHP Luke Gregerson was placed on the 10-day DL with a right shoulder impingement, but Matheny said Gregerson has some “bark” 
in his throwing elbow too. … RHP Carlos Martinez, on the DL with a right lat strain, will have another MRI this week to see how the injury is 
healing. 
 
Twins: C Jason Castro is out for the rest of the season after surgery on Tuesday revealed more extensive meniscus damage in his right knee. 
Castro underwent surgery to trim a meniscus injury and was expected to miss four-to-six weeks, but Dr. Richard Steadman went through with a 
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full repair after seeing the damage. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Cardinals: RHP Luke Weaver (3-2, 4.91 ERA) starts Thursday as St. Louis opens a home series against Philadelphia. RHP Jake Arrieta (3-1, 
2.59) takes the mound for the Phillies. 
 
Twins: RHP Kyle Gibson (1-1, 3.43) is to start Friday at home against Milwaukee. The Brewers counter with LHP Brent Suter (2-3, 5.14). 
 
Twins C Jason Castro out for season following knee surgery 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | May 16, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) Minnesota catcher Jason Castro will miss the rest of the season following surgery to repair the meniscus in his right knee. 
 
Castro tore his meniscus, was operated on Tuesday by Dr. Richard Steadman and had been expected to be sidelined for four-to-six weeks. 
 
Minnesota said Wednesday that Steadman found damage to be more extensive than an MRI indicated. As a result, Steadman performed a full 
repair instead of a trim of the meniscus. Castro’s meniscus was trimmed during an operation in 2011. 
 
”There’s only so much meniscus you can clean up as you go,” Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said Wednesday. ”Certainly, MRI read 
for us that we thought it would be more of a clean-up, but you don’t know until you go in there.” 
 
Falvey said Castro’s rehabilitation will take five-to-six months, putting the 30-year-old on track to be ready for spring training. Castro had surgery 
to repair the anterior cruciate ligament and meniscus in 2011 and had a cyst removed from the knee in 2013. 
 
”They feel really good about where he’s at for the long term for his career and will allow him after this rehab to be in a good spot,” Falvey said. 
 
Castro has been on the disabled list since May 5. He hit .143 with three RBIs in 19 games and tried to play through knee pain for several weeks. 
 
Minnesota is left with second-year player Mitch Garver and journeyman Bobby Wilson, who homered for the first time since 2016 in Tuesday’s 
win, at the position. 
 
Garver has hit .254 with two home runs in 20 games as Castro’s backup this season. Wilson is back in the major leagues for the first time since 
playing for three teams in 2016. 
 
”I have a lot of confidence,” manager Paul Molitor said of Garver and Wilson. ”Since Jason has gone down, they’ve both done some things to 
show they’re able to help us win.” 
 
Falvey said he will pursue possible upgrades. 
 
”More of the pursuit of what might be available across the game currently in organizations, I would say, rather than a free-agent conversation,” 
Falvey said. ”But we have been prepping for the depth piece, and we are now maybe expanding that search, knowing we’re going to have the 
chance to have somebody impact us for the full season.” 
 
Lance Lynn continues to struggle for Twins 
Bill Baer | NBC Sports | May 16, 2018 
 
It was a travesty this offseason when starter Lance Lynn went — like many other free agents — jobless until late into the winter and early spring. 
Lynn ended up settling for a one-year, $12 million contract with the Twins. He just turned 31 and underwent Tommy John surgery in late 2015 
but had been a reliable starter his entire career and put up strong numbers in his return last year. 
 
Unfortunately for the Twins, Lynn has been abysmal this season. Facing his former team on Wednesday afternoon, Lynn gave up three runs to the 
Cardinals on four hits and four walks with five strikeouts in three innings. He now owns a 7.47 ERA with a 41/29 K/BB ratio in 37 1/3 innings. 
 
Lynn has lasted fewer than five innings in half of his eight starts. He has allowed five or more runs in half of those starts. His ERA is fifth-worst 
in baseball (min. 30 innings) behind only Josh Tomlin (8.10), Matt Moore (8.03), Marcus Stroman (7.71), and Kendall Graveman (7.60). Lynn’s 
average of only 1.41 strikeouts for every walk is eighth-worst in baseball. According to FanGraphs, only 17 pitchers have given up more hard 
contact than Lynn (40.8%) and only nine have given up more home runs as a percentage of fly balls (20.0%). Any way you slice it, it’s been an 
awful year so far for Lynn. 
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The AL Central is baseball’s worst division with the Indians leading the way at 21-21. The Twins hold second place with an 18-21 record. Getting 
Lynn to right his ship would go along way towards giving the Twins a leg up in a wide open division. 
 
Bobby Wilson has battled a long time for an opportunity like this 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | May 16, 2018 
 
He would have preferred to have reached this spot any other way, but that doesn’t mean Bobby Wilson isn’t prepared to take advantage. 
 
The veteran catcher is the main beneficiary of Wednesday’s news that starter Jason Castro is out for the rest of the season after undergoing knee 
surgery. Originally expected to miss 4-6 weeks with a minor tear in his meniscus, doctors discovered during Tuesday’s surgery that Castro’s 
injury was far more severe, and the best course of action was a full repair. While the Twins are optimistic Castro can be ready for 2019, he’ll need 
at least 5-6 months to rehab. 
 
Wilson — who homered in Tuesday night’s win — competed for a job in spring training but lost to Castro and rookie Mitch Garver and was sent 
to Triple A. Now, he has the chance he originally hoped for, though the Twins still do plan to search for another external option via the trade 
market. 
 
“That’s what I wanted, an opportunity to come in and win a job instead of hoping somebody gets hurt,” Wilson said. “You don’t want to see 
anybody get hurt. In this business, in my position, that’s kind of the way it is. I don’t ever want to see someone get hurt, but at the same time I 
have to seize this opportunity. Not just for the Twins, but my career as well. People get more of a gauge on you when you’re in the big leagues 
instead of Triple A. You have to take the opportunity and run with it.” 
 
Prior to joining the Twins earlier this month, Wilson had accrued 324 big-league games over eight seasons. He’s a defense-first catcher who’s 
seen time with the Los Angeles Angels, Tampa Bay Rays, Texas Rangers, Detroit Tigers and Arizona Diamondbacks. Wilson hasn’t ever 
appeared in more than 75 games in one season and hadn’t been in the majors since 2016. But even so, the Twins feel fortunate to be able to call 
upon Wilson with Castro out. His experience is a reason they signed him to a minor-league deal this offseason, to help offset the loss of veteran 
Chris Gimenez, who signed a similar deal with the Chicago Cubs. 
 
  “We’ve seen what we believe he can do there,” said chief baseball officer Derek Falvey. “Certainly, he has less of that exposure at the major-
league level. But it’s one of the reasons we recruited him here, his leadership of staff and game-calling and framing and otherwise. We feel that 
will be in a good spot.” 
 
The feeling isn’t limited to the front office. 
 
The Twins know what they’ve lost in Castro, a savvy veteran who has outstanding recall and doesn’t need a cheat sheet attached to his arm to 
remember how the club wants to attack hitters. Castro has the ultimate trust of his pitchers, whether through his pitch-framing, the ability to block 
everything or in his expert game-calling. 
 
But there’s an internal belief that Wilson has a lot of the same capabilities. Pitcher Kyle Gibson said Wilson has a lot of similarities to Gimenez, 
who spent last season behind the plate for the Twins. 
 
“Similar guys, really,” Gibson said. “Light around the clubhouse. Guy who has been around. Easy to get to know behind the plate and easy to 
throw to. 
 
“To have Bobby come in, who has a lot of baseball savvy and a lot of miles traveled, he’s seen about every situation in the game,” Gibson said. 
“He was comfortable Day 1 coming in. A guy who has been around that long knows how to get to know a pitching staff and how to catch a game. 
On top of that, he’s seen most of these hitters as well.” 
 
Manager Paul Molitor appreciates what this latest opportunity must mean to Wilson, who turned 35 in April. He thought aloud about of all the 
trials and tribulations and meetings to learn he’d been sent down again or designated for assignment, etc., that Wilson has endured in his career. 
But he didn’t see any sign of that from Wilson when he joined the Twins this spring, just a determination to get acquainted with the pitching staff 
and determination to get his work done. 
 
“At some point, you’ve got to decide how much intestinal fortitude that you have to keep going that route to try to give yourself a chance to 
maybe get back up there for however small of a window of the opportunity that might be presented,” Molitor said. “I saw his work ethic in spring 
and how he went about it. For him to come up and get a chance. So far, he’s contributed. The opportunities are getting less frequent the longer you 
hang around. It’s special for him to be in the big leagues right now.” 
 
Having Wilson in the big leagues does put the Twins in a bind as they’re now in need of at least another depth piece. Falvey said they would 
attempt to acquire help via the trade market, though he didn’t identify whether the player they sought would be a major-leaguer or a Triple-A 
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catcher who could step in like Wilson. 
 
The big name still believed to be on the market is Miami’s J.T. Realmuto, though the Twins still have Castro under contract next season and 
would like to see what they have in Garver. Beyond that, Realmuto would come at a high cost as he isn’t a free agent until 2021 and has been an 
outstanding offensive player the past two-plus seasons. 
 
Some teams believed to have strong catching depth include: Tampa Bay, Cleveland, the Los Angeles Dodgers, St. Louis and Toronto. 
 
Bobby Wilson 
Bobby Wilson’s home run in Tuesday’s win was his first since September of 2016. (Credit: Brad Rempel/USA TODAY Sports) 
“Any time you lose a major-league piece, and then you have to go tap into your depth, your layer below that is typically a little bit behind,” 
Falvey said. “We feel like we’re protected in a pinch, but we’re going to pursue potential opportunities if we can to upgrade in the space.” 
 
Wilson doesn’t intend to focus on anything other than the scenario he currently has in front of him. He has five RBIs through his first 18 plate 
appearances, including the go-ahead sacrifice fly in Saturday’s victory and Tuesday’s two-run shot. He said late Tuesday that the home run — his 
first since Sept. 21, 2016, a span of 601 days — was the byproduct of hitting sliders off the pitching machine with hitting coach James Rowson. 
 
Rowson is one of several Twins connections for Wilson, who also spent time with bench coach Derek Shelton in Tampa Bay and played under 
general manager Thad Levine in Texas. Rowson was Wilson’s hitting coach at High-A Rancho Cucamonga in 2005. Wilson’s familiarity with 
several key Twins and the thought of working with a veteran pitching staff made his decision last offseason much easier. He also saw the potential 
for opportunity, though again, he wishes it didn’t come at Castro’s expense. 
 
Still, after 2017, when he didn’t touch the majors because the Dodgers’ catchers stayed healthy all season, Wilson isn’t overlooking this latest 
chance. 
 
“One of the deciding factors in coming to the Twins … was the opportunity I thought I had,” Wilson said. “I thought with an older group of 
pitchers, being an older, veteran, journeyman, however you want to phrase it, this would be a good place for me to be able to handle an older staff. 
And hoping that’s something they might want if not to start the year than at some point during the year. That was kind of a determining factor. 
 
“(Last year) I had an unbelievable spring and a good year and didn’t get to the big leagues. Come here, terrible spring training, terrible start to the 
year, get to the big leagues. It’s like when you think you’re in, you’re out and when you think you’re out, you’re in. It’s just the way the game 
kind of works.” 
 
Lynn lasts only three innings against former team 
Lance Lynn’s first start against the St. Louis Cardinals lasted three innings and 82 pitches. A frustrating beginning to Lynn’s 2018 campaign 
continued Wednesday with another short stint in which he was just off the mark. Lynn walked four batters and was removed in a 3-2 game. He 
earned swinging strikes on six pitches and had another 15 called strikes. But Lynn was constantly in battle-mode the first two innings and with a 
day off tomorrow, Molitor opted to turn to his bullpen in the fourth. 
 
“It can be a fine line sometimes,” Molitor said. “It just hasn’t happened. He’s aware it’s been a struggle so far. Sometimes subconsciously or 
consciously you’re trying too hard to get back on track. Pitching against the Cardinals today was something he was probably looking forward to, 
but it didn’t work out particularly well.” 
 
Lynn — who allowed three earned runs and four hits while walking four and striking out five in a 7-5 loss to the Cardinals — appears to be 
frustrated by his inability to get on a roll this season. A 72-47 pitcher before this season, Lynn hasn’t yet been able to show the kind of 
consistency that was a hallmark of his past four seasons with the Cardinals. 
 
“Not great,” Lynn said. “A lot of pitches. A lot of deep counts and some walks. They put a lot deep at-bats on me. (They) were able to walk some 
walks and work some hits. It just wasn’t my day.” 
 
Lynn was one of several players who had to deal with an odd offseason with an uncharacteristically slow free-agent market. He signed a one-year 
deal worth $12 million in March and arrived shortly thereafter. 
 
Lynn was excited to have the calendar turn to May after he determined April was the worst month of his career. Though he doesn’t feel far off the 
mark, Lynn wants to get back on track in the worst way. 
 
“You can feel like you’re doing what you’re supposed to do or close,” Lynn said. “It just doesn’t go your way or something kind of snowballs on 
you. That’s kind of been how it has been going since the season started for me.” 
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Jason Castro out for season as knee injury worse than expected 
Staff Writer | ESPN | May 16, 2018 
 
Jason Castro will miss the rest of the season after the Minnesota Twins determined that the veteran catcher's knee injury was more serious than 
they initially expected. 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor announced Wednesday that Castro had surgery to repair a torn meniscus and is "looking at a long rehab." 
 
The surgery, performed Tuesday, was expected to involve removing a portion of Castro's meniscus. But Molitor told reporters Wednesday that the 
tear "was a little bit more significant." 
 
"They decided to try to keep what he had left [of the meniscus]," Molitor told reporters, according to the St. Paul Pioneer Press. "They thought 
that was the best course of action for him as far as prolonging his career and productivity." 
 
Molitor told reporters Monday that the Twins expected Castro to miss four to six weeks. But two days later, Molitor explained that Castro agreed 
to the season-ending surgery in order to prolong his career. 
 
"Jason was made aware the day before that when you get in there, this is always a possibility," Molitor said. "He was on board if they had to do 
what they had to do that he wanted to protect his future." 
 
Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said Castro's rehabilitation will take five to six months, putting the 30-year-old on track to be ready for 
spring training. Castro had surgery to repair the ACL and meniscus in 2011 and had a cyst removed from the knee in 2013. 
 
"They feel really good about where he's at for the long term for his career and will allow him after this rehab to be in a good spot,'' Falvey said. 
 
Castro was batting just .143 with one home run in 19 games this season, his second with the Twins. He has one year remaining on a three-year, 
$24.5 million contract with Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota is left with second-year player Mitch Garver and journeyman Bobby Wilson, who homered for the first time since 2016 in Tuesday's 
win, at the position. 
 
Garver has hit .254 with two home runs in 20 games as Castro's backup this season. Wilson is back in the major leagues for the first time since 
playing for three teams in 2016. 
 
Falvey said he will pursue possible upgrades. 
 
"More of the pursuit of what might be available across the game currently in organizations, I would say, rather than a free-agent conversation,'' 
Falvey said. "But we have been prepping for the depth piece, and we are now maybe expanding that search, knowing we're going to have the 
chance to have somebody impact us for the full season.'' 
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